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In Reply 
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1 R ;;:~~rli~ H St:; kV ICE 

_.. d4, .., .;\ir rorce Ja ~l' 

~ ahincton 25~ D. C~ 

Unid r.t\fled Flytn~ Obj~ots 

Co ::l.':lUl d in~ trtHl era 1 
• .\ir ...:..lt:; tc · ri'Jl Co ,:J.il3.nd 

':lr1 r,ht-(att ·)r~o:-- Air F~ rce ~;us 

J~yt·or. J Chio 
Arli, : !,~C lAX0-3 
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\, rt~f•J l" •~T.C -i i:i r..aJt:3 CO lottar f'r o::, y ol;r z11)•l ' l l..pAa.rtcrs. ·c1.A.:rS. 
df\ . :h\ l ) l..:nr oh 194?, JubJ~ct '\jn id :u~t t.fiod .7lyin ·: O~ , jd-Jtn." '!.!:1'1 fir~'; 
l n lor ..s . ., ,') t'H"t th~r()tl) hy tr.iz htJS.d4_uatbJl"S» U3 CHd ) l ~ ~a. roh 1) :.,9o 

,-~ . !f'vt' incld~nt' U:l. "'.:l.r' t~~ 173 t~·. !"Cu;h :;:3:5 :-.u v~ OO o)C Ch:to'Led 
t \ 1;•l. i. n 1 t f' o\t t i !'\8 Wi> ~ t hd :·-bu lloon f1 :.s <h:HJ t ~ r:lU-1 "' by 4:~,!f ;\ ir Foro e., :la. 7'J' 
tHl•l d r.t d :t-. ..tt ~ Uur -tl 1 .1~ Cor.::'On~ J b t:l q8d c:1 th \1 rt)Vi>~ 1: '.nelo.sdd., 
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o i" Flt c::r t ·)r O-; ! ., ,~ :-. . ~ shoc t.ll rt'J ~L.lr-i_.lo J 'h) tr""' 4 11"~ le~~ f.nd horl ­
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t• ~ ~1 ;.1' U··d: 1.1 ~:1 1 • 
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!Io .. 225c ~lo da~ ~~1"7en. Ocj~~t aigh~ti within 15 mi.nutd-1 of rsloa se 
tlrod or p11ot balloon soundlng3 at Alt~querque ~t low alti tud~, 500 
aet, f::::p lodacl in r-.d 3pra.y st 200 f ~t . Th i3 exact ph.,n umd!'l& o~our~d 

on tr.r '" t.lifr~rent oucaalona at th~ cRm3 tin~ which 7fould r.aH':'l co l l.o.i~ta 
z;cB1ibillty of' burniDr; 'Weather ):lalloon . . -> 
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latter part of 47 
::.~ :e ar.d - :. iO r;: ;~ ..... -... ~ ~ir c : 3 •)r 4th :lor_ 48 -
(all slg!l t "t11gs o c:u;-red .=tpprox ?.2CQ hoursj. 

'.i:-.~ ::e 5i2:!~ tc:d : 10 !Diles ea:3t of 7atl6no. N. ~. -
~ 

~ou:1d - wnile dri V'i!lg 

cor.~ rc l t c·:~~:. r , ..... " 

• , • o I . "' t • . """" - ~-.. r. 
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_,Q . 

Col 
:Ieit !4a.xico 
As a'bo7e 

I!lf • , ?cra cu -c i ve, 
'•lili ta7 'Ji.stric~ 
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:>i ,.. • '\.;~ Cc · · :... r · \ • 1 foot in diBite ter ' . 
• - • • l . .,..l. . -:.J _.._.. \..\ .. I • 

• • I 1 1"' •" ') 1', i U:""""\; 11 '"'I "l' t-•· 0 
.. ' .. ,.,, - - ..... ...- - ..J •) • • ., 
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bright ·~te changi""'g 
as 1t e:m..L.odad -

ball 

"li:G3 miniature Stm11 

I ·1· r• r t- '1 "h , . ,.... "'f' l 1' ...... ~. t ~ \ 
\ .~ .... - _, .... L ~ '- "- '· '-• ..... '-" .!::) • ._ I / -

• • • . ..... .,. 

, 1 ~o ; h· .J _ .. ('.'r .I -.f- • 
... -..__ v - vL1 l8 :1.-. .., v • ., From 5CO ft ilhen fir::t ob 3e:rrecl t o 1cc-2e0 ft 

( ~ s t i.. ":"na c d.. from ground were it burst in. a spr3;J of reddi 3h color 

... t . . d c:: , ... - , - ... - .... a . .c. ' 

---~; ....... - -rl 
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~- . ' ... . c - . " ...,.Jt., v . 
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- • • ...:: • • +- ;r/ s - Had ti.lle t o .eet .... j.-·.e 1n ..... 1::;~~.~ : :•. _ 
ap.9e ared t o e::tnlode 5o to 6o yds i:l front 

out cf car 3.L"1.d ·.mt .~a object wr.ich 
or f) b 3.t an altitude of 200 ft. 

~··. ;t: ·;s : slov vertical descent 

17 . :;o r:;l ~· .ad.o b :,1 C t J c t ( s ) : none - al th..')ugh h e ~~s ·ri thin 4o to 6o yds of o b j • 
& outsiie of car. See '~tails '' at .;Uou.querqu.e, N .24 0 
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( CL4.SSJF1ED 

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH ARMY 
FORT S>.M HOUSTON, TEXAS 

452.1 AKADB 

SUBJ~CT 2 Unot)nventional Aircraft 

'ro : Com:1andi~ Genars.l 
Air Daterial Co~d 
W~ight-P~tterson Air 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN : "M. C.I. 
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• 
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Force Base 
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/ 
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l . Re£~ronce is made ~o l etter, Jntallig3nce JiT.i3lon~ CSGID 
L~52 .1, 25 Ma. r-ch l 9h8, oubj9ct a s above and to Gvnt.;ol No . A-1917. 

• 

-

2 . iU;tll.ched ~hl1l't':1B.ry of I'!lfoz·.ll!.tion, sa:ne sub.1 ot f\ .i abo7e ., -chis 
i:I8A.dquartars, dat"d 20 December 1948, is fo rwarde d f·.H· .Y')Ur ini'or.!lation 
o..n ci nny action de~ntad nacea~a.ry, 

F'OR TilE COMllA~IDING GZ:-BR.AL: 
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1 Inc1 .; 
;\:; .~tated 

•• • 
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EUSTI3 ~ . 

Colonol, r;.3c 
AC o~ 3, G- 2 
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SUMMARY OF tNFORMATION 
l .\ 

20 Jec ~bar 19~~8 

of the AC of S , G- 2 , Hea1qt:.!l ors Fourt h .. \rmy, Fort Sam Hou:J ton, To~~3 
Sl.a.a:c..l CODE FOR LISE IN INDIIJIOUA!.. P RAGRAPH 1 VAL~ATION 

OF $0URCE. OF I ~FOR~\ATI0:'-1 

U::-.c on~.r~ntion!\.1 Aircraft r.L •.t 'LETEl. Y PELlA aLE • • • • A co~~ ~~,, " lY OT'-'E'> C.OU RC!:S • ' L:SU..\U. Y REl.IA:Jl£ . 8 PP.O ~~ti L'( T Uf ' • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 
fA I aL Y REllA aLE • • • • • • c ...OSSIJLY T ttL E • • • • • • • • 3 
tiO r USUALLY RELIABLE • • • 0 C:Ql;iHFULL Y TRUE • • • • • I 

• 
l. ~RELIABLE • . • • • • • r. I \I PRO"\ l • . . • . • • • • $ 

fJI Ll,\iJILITY UN KNOWN • • • r- 1:\I,;TH i...\',SOr [If JIJOGE_, • • • • 
• 0 - ·-

!:JU.\IMA~Y Cr INrORMA TIOM 

'rha fo llo1nng information has been rccei ved f r c;n the t< ourt~'l .\r-J.J ln~slli ~~ned 
Li !lidon O!'ficer, Santli9. 3o. :J a , Albuque r que , Jew ~Ia:cico ~ dat~d 6 l)e c~1lb~r 19L;.8 s 

• 

- . -.. 

" Col one Inf. , E'Jcacuti -re , ~h~·.v Je:~ico ~·ll l i tar'J Di:;tri"'t 
r·)?O rts a.s foll~ITS: 

"'On 3 or 4 No7embe r 1948 at approxir:lataly 21.?0 ~\.rJ· ,r ~ .. l 'J~"·;.J ---,e d a ~a ll. 

of li;ht , reddi3h :-rhite l:n color~ 1 i'o•:>t i n di3:nat r. t 'l11hlg 'lo-:;5.:::'tl lya !'he 
bal l bu.rat 100- 200 r ,;HJt from the ~rou:nd in a sp "Lay of r ) d·l.i .:ih ~ol.Jr .rhich 
o~·i;i.n:rui.;hed bafor o ro:icning t he c;; r ' und. 'l'his occurre rl nh 1ut L~OO ye.rJs n)rtn 
of t!'t~ :·o·1.d on which I ~vu.J dri vi:::.g ~ Tha l ocation ws.s a~,> l) t" 0 7i.w.:l tely 10 n..:.l.a 3 

t:)O.St '1 t' \!~ t~hn. Nuw ~lex~oo , on Hi -.;h"Nay 60 . ( 3- 2 ) 

"'On 23 No vgraber 1 ')l.t8 Rt appro:ci.JDB.tely 2130 houra, I .~r-3 ..; dri vinr6 .re3t 
0 '1 lli ··h•vl'\y 60, 9-~out 1 ') milda west of V3.ug.h n, . iew ;,Ie:ci,~o.. I obse.::· J9J A. ball 
o; ll ~h t. laacendin~ lfttr l-;ically, :mich burst 100- 200 i'o ..., t !' r om thd 6 r ')•m d . 
:L1 9 cnntli tion~ ~nd 'l..J,) ~~ranc9 we :-a the sa:ne a s oc\~ -.1.r re , l Hl 3 - 4 i. o7':n:lb'3r.' (B- 2 1 

• 

"0o li'Jne l 1"-.;l t;a 1 t'o11.t h.e iid not ro~ort ~ha i .. 1r.; L r ien~s a s ~1e ~.l'louE;h+. 
thJy lid~h\; ha·v3 bd~n ,nnndcterl wi. t~ sme Air FQr:~~ l-":torc i ; .., 1 . 113 i'uri;:1a r 
~~~t~;l thA.'h h~ l1.::\ H- rd l1l1 3 "''.lnd or sa v no 9.ircra.ft n.1-:-in ; .d. ·.hdr inc1.ian.J;, 
•r...,_i;) '1 is U.."1d 3r1tanda') ls .t3 h9 .t as tro.velling in a c;t')S-3 1 t\ uf;0mooi~d . ,'ea t.'1.a r 
C')nclit!.ons wer~ cldar." (3- 2) 
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Colonel fir ':l t o bsen ed on U.Y).Usu.dl aerial J ... il~r .. orrena du ... i r~ the 
] at ~.~r par of 1)47. This oc::u.:-!"ed i:1 tbe .,-t=ini t:; 'f Vaugnn ~~ •• '. 
'~"le pheno~eca ~:;r~e .::.:'€d 3p9roxS..J'.ate l:r l£'0-5GO .:~~ ~ O"'lf::" the e:,~~'J."ld. 
when fi rst obse.:-'zed ani was descending s lo,•ly and ~teadi ly L1. a Yc:!"tic3l 
=--=t..l'lne r to'4'2.Td the eurth. I t :n:>~ -.red s liS:'ltl;y lare;er ... ~1.an a r)a:;ke':.ball, 
1'J ~igh t '.vhi te i n color like a ::1iniat~e sun. At a paint m:::rr') ti T.a te y 
_co f~e t above the surface of the eart!l. th~ obJ~ct. appe.._-r<;d :o exploC.e 
tl.l :110ugh no nois e was apparent . Ey t~ris ti:r.e t~e C0lonel r-... 'ld :;~i:rp-oed 
'll:) :mtomobil~ ani had gotten out to 'A~tch the obj ect.. T':1a ~: ~:> _ :llOU 

or ... l -· i n tegr.:J. t i o n. aopeared to be taki.DG pl ace SO'::d l.!Q. t.) CO yards 
d~:;tant and s till no no i 3e was not i cede At ~ ni~ t: ~e ~ 1 ~ ~r3~neuts 
a ;:,..;n·n,:-d a fiery r~.l co lor :1.'1,1 ~..-c sce!!d.ed to· . .,3.:'d .:...t~th 1 i!{r-~ i::~~.:::e:-ous 
5J<:..:·'<s being ext iD(';'~i sh.BU befo~e touc_.~j r'f; t~~ g:-ounl.. :\t t he ~ i:ne 
C·)1 ~T rr~s was on d.6~1',vay fo , near ~ r:lllroo.J c.nd. Bepar ~-l ted ::·r ;m "ti~e 
vi.:L~!i":y where t .'lc t'r~-:;:nents 'n-ere landing by a f::n ..... e . 1~ C.i d :1o t c:'!'o ss 
t!lc f~nce or ln7e ~ ttg3.te fur l:her . 

• 

0:1 ~ I):" )+ Jov ltg ). t OlJ'9ro:cima te 1 :r 21JO hour .3 
1
19 ')bs.;rr~d _, o ·ill o: 

li..;:lt ; r~ddidh ·./nita in color, l f-::>ot i!1 d.1:unet.:: r , f ·'l1li ng .,~rt ical.ly. 
'.:":1e csU.l bur s t 180- ·-on !8et fr~rn tne grou nd in a ~-r' ':.'. :f o r· r e·ldis..'fl color 
' !Jh i '~n e ""tt ingui 3ne•l ~ .. c r'•) re r eacni!'-5 t!::e ground - thi ~ .:)GCllrre d about l.K() 
yar i~ north of t!1~ ro .!d on ·vhich ':e was driving - 10 1'.l i l c s ~:J s t of 
"' T u.:r'"'~l }T M r; l -n·.ro tr !..J' . . • 1 -::. ·"-' , .!.l • 1 . ·- .. -r-r • .,,~1 ·-v . 

"'""' 1 -: "\1')-«' tJl.J.8 · ~ -r-t· ro.,l·ma cel ·r )1 ~o .,., .....,, .,..~ .r;"~g ~ _ , .L ( _..: .:l."' ~J .J .. " - .., - .... ) -·.J>\.4.L ~, 

1 -~. -~l.va,y CO - qr.-o r.,~imat f~ ly 10 ~ile s ·:;e ~~ t ')f 7~- .:S~ - J . 
\ .) .; '='··vud L~ ball" ).:: l.t..rn: iesc~nl1i!J5 7e~ticc..ll]., It Cur -3\. 

l • • · ':)~ :te ground - C ,n,ii t:..ons and anrear.snce ~..,P,re t:1e ~a:ne 
~ -

• 4 • 

.... , .. 7 
I '-" • ., l ~;() 

1- ' .,, ; -- ;..· . .Je c • 
.. • --J .... -¥ " 

"' , . .. . 
A . .'1.8 agnn 
120-~CO : ~e t 

1.3 ~n 3 a"ld 

o., ~ ~"' 2 l3.st 2 .3"-.;,-:r.tn..s s / 3a1fl/ no a irc::af t and he.:::.rd no souni ~.,h:.c~ is 
t : . .-~ :., 2~s \:andabla ~ i nce '1.e '-"13.s t r a-;e l i..J.-S in a closed 3ll tomobil~ . ·. reat ~er 
c:) -:.~.i tiona ,_-re-r e cl ~ar . 

·-· ::1:.,. \ l,..._.._., _ _ ~ 
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