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DETAI LS : 

AT ~~ORGANTOWN , WEST VIRGINI.i 
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File No . 24-17 

• 

1 . On 3 May 19L.9 , , !lio rganto~Nn ,. ,} . Va. ., 
ksn:ls interviewed and stated in substance s that at ap9rox:l.mate l y 2100 to ? J30 hours 
on 15 March 1949, he was in hi s, back yard looking at the sky checking weather 
conditions as was his night ly habit . He was standing appro~cimately hal f way 
bet'Neen his gar age and the r ear door of his house l ooking toward the no r th , when 
he obs er ved a single r ound flat object r esembling the cove r of a garba;e ce.n or 
a barrel top northeast of l1organtown and moving across ~he sk"'y toward Fai r mont , ~·f . 
Va. at a terr i fi c sp~ed . The object appeared t o be approxi~~tely 1~ inches in 
diameter at an e s timated distance of a bout 20 miles a.nd an angle of L15o above the 
horizon . It was yellowish in color, comparable to tne color of the moon o The 
object travelled f r om :No rtheast to Southwest and ·Na.s in s ight for two or three 
se conds before it di sappeared into the d istance . The object sounded li~-ce a sky 
rocket reaching t he pe f!k of a climb and expending its powt:}r. 'l'here was no odor 
discer ni ble. It l eft a yel lowish, tapering t r ai l estj rnated to be 20 to 30 feet 
long or about the length of a te l ephone pole. This t rail was corr:parable to the 
flame of imprope r l y combusting gas . The object glowed as thou sh its body was 
covered with a yellowish f l ame . There were no projections and t he object maintai::.ed 
str aight and level fli ght with its f lat surface on a horiz ontal p lane . There vrere 
no clouds and the S~J 1va3 c lear with the stars a nd moon di scernible . 

2 . Mr . s t ated that on 2~ March 1949 at appr oxi:c1ately 2100 to 2115 
hours he was again in his ~ac k yard making hi s usual weather obser vations wtren he 
sighted anot her object 1:: +- he same vicinity and angle from the horizon a s the 011e 

previously sighted on 1;. ~-!i.rch 1949 . This object '?laS shaped like a fla t tened 
funnel, with a reddish f:OJ.d tint and appeared t o be a oout 5 feet a cr es s a. t altitude . 

estimated the obje¢t would cover an area of ~vo city blocks on the ground . It 
following appr oximately the s ame r oute , was observed approximately the same length 
of t ime , a.nd gave off the same s ound as the obj ect previ ously sighted . 'l'here 7."8.3 no 
odor. It left a pers i stent dark r ed trail simi lar to that previous ly sighted . Ther e 
were no p r ojections . The object maintained straight and level fli ght and disappear ed 
into the dis tance . There was no effe ct on the clouds noticed . The weathe r was clear , 
average condi tions prev·s:i.led . could not compare siz es vri th any object at 
artils' l ength .but ins i sted on his own estima.tes as to size and altitude . 

I 

3o stated he was bor n 12 l~ ovembe r 1902 at Moor esvil le , W. Va. He is 
the owner of a r eal es t ate busine ss and from 1941 to 1943 was Disbur sing Auditor fo r 

He is marri ed , is t he father of three childr en, owns his 
home.~ and belongs to several business men's clubs . He en~o:rs 0 1Jtdoor sports such 
as golf, riding and shooting and coll ects fi r earms as a. hobo~. ~ . ~urther 

stated that he of~en flies by co~ercial airc r aft ~~d nas used ~h~ s ~e~~s of t rans­
portation practi cally all o7er the United s~ates . ~e r eads ana s~ud ies cons i~erably 

about astro~Omj and is satisfi ed t hat ~e ither of ~ne ocjects wBre an as~ronamical 
phenomenon . s -eated that because he fear ed he mi .r~t te ridi<"'uled :'1e did no~ 
repor -c ~he si g:tting fo r a ·Neek a::1d r.as not even :re~ te l :-" .-L l..> tli :'~ . 
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