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PROJECT tn073 RECO~D 

•• ' \.OCATION 
. 
• 
• , 27 }~y 1949 27/1425( ) Southern Oregon 
• • 
3. SOURCE 

4. NUMDER OF OBJECTS 

5 to 8 

S. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 

Not Reported 

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 

Ai !'-Visual 
7. COURSE 

8. PHOTOS 

0 v •• 
XX No 

., .. 

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

o Yea 
X[ No 

FORM 

... ' : • 

10. CONCLUSION 

UNIDENTIFl El> 

• 

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 

• 

• 

• 

There was no brc~ in the outlina. Obj ects had a solid con
figuration. Elongated oval, p3rhaps twice as long as Hide. 
Observer stated object could possibly have been egg- shaped an · 
could conceivably have been perfect~ oval. Thc,y appeared 
definitely solid objects. 5 to 8 in file formation at 

_interval of 3 to 4 times length of object for first object, 
balance at 1/2 to 2/3 length of object. Color of objects 
appeared as Wl,Inintcd metal. Obj acts had no change in alti t u e 
level steady !light 1 passing out of visual range into distanc • 
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~ent aloft in t hat area. . 

1. ~1ere e.re no'Ordn.':)_nce, :~ave..l, .Army, or Air ~'orce Units in 
Lakevi~T, Ore., or al'._y other orgn.r.iza.tio11s ,._micl1 could !:avt? sent ,._,e;.:: er 
tes ti . ~ devices al oft. 

g 0 11 0 t 1 lo4::~ ~ - .... s-, _) ~·, .. t · .., · ' - , ..:1 • • • n c oJ er _ ) , :.r. _j_"'\. ~ ,-....!J , OI ~ ~ e 1JJ~a., .ror t_ :•n~.c!. -'\.~r ... ·crt , 
Fortland., Orego n, '"'as i n tervie\·ren a.nLi. ~cl.vi s ed t ::.a t s.chec.ul es f or conDer
cial, nil i t a ry, [:J.nd local :fl i:~h ts i n. the Lf'..kevi ev a rec::. for ? "( r:a~r 1 ?L'? 
woul~:·. lw.ve bo be obtL:'.ined from t h e Chief Controller, Seat t l e .Air .~.-io ute 

Traffic Control Center, Seattle..Tacoii'la Airport, Seattle, U~.~::~ ington • 
• 

\ 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• • • 

• 

• 
• 

3 
• 

f • 

I 

I 

! 
I 
I 

I 

• 

I 



' 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

), 

File l~o. 214-30 
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UNrn~r"l.TQl..' • r • ·• • ~1J~ J \ •w• • • ~IV~ .I: ~lL:) lJ ~ i' ' ' 

DI ST .. . I GT CF3~ C ... NO. 20, !·!cC: :ORD AF.B 

Conte .. ct Chief Gon t roller, Seattle Air Route Traff ic Cont r ol 
Center, Seattle-Tacoma Airuort, Seat t le, ,,.;ast. ir~ : ton, and o'o t a i n fli .: h t . ~ 

schedules of col"Xlercial, milit.::.ry, and local a ircrn.:ft in the vicinity 
of Hart Hountain, near LeJcevie,·.i , Oregon, at ap. roxima tely 11~30 hours 
(PST), 27 Uay 1949. This information is pertinent to t~~ e inves t i gation 
of this case as required i n AFCSI Let~er :;o. 85, df:.. ted 12 Augus t 1949 . 
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FILE NO. DATE HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR~CE 

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 24-15 8 J 1949 
OffiCE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
RE~l~~-IY 

llJm>AAi E. MOON 

TtnE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
r.o ,; 2o, lloGhord AFB, ·. ; a.shin:.:,~o~:~ 

STATUS 
rJJO 

CHAIACTER 
S ffiCI 'L 11; ;_: tiiia. 

REFERENCl. 
lions, this i !! e.11 initial report. 

SYNOPSIS 

• 

t:lgation requested ~J District Commander, DO 1/:19, J'drfiold
Suisun ·~r Forco Bsse1 CaJ:ffomia. This off'ice received f'r(>m OHI, 
12th llaval Jiistriot, San Franc.i.eco, Calif of inves~·.i-
gation which set forth in£omation that 8. re~tuhle 
l:usinesa man and pilot of LoD .l~.ncalas, Gal itornia, had ~if.ht3d ni..~ 
(6) or seven (7) uniC.entifi«l flying objects ,' which ~i ere not con-
ventional airoro.£t, in r outhern Orogon on 27 lluy 1949. i~o investi
gation ia being 001Xluotod btJ this t istrict Office at this tir.la 
IeJ e.tive to this matter inaDmuah as all pertinent leeds are in 
District Q-ltioes #18 aiX1 #20. · 
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DBrtiiBa l<J> c:BI 24-lS 

1. This 1ntostigation was requested by District Conuaamer, District 
Otftoe /119, Fairi'ial.d-Suieun Air Force Base, upon receipt of a report of 
1nvastigatio!". conducted ~J Naval Intelligence at San tiego, Californie, 
da.ted 2.3 June 1949, File a DlO-llliD 38-491 which is ~nmmarized as fol 1 ovTs: 

.. 
a. •On hidq, 27 Liay 1949, ot 4575 Uorthrldge t rivo, 

Los Angelos, C a11 fornia, was flying privately owned SNJ -tY!'e aircrai't 
from Red Bluff, Cali forma, to Burns, Oregon. He departed Red Eluff e.t 
13.32 hau.rs P.~~ .T. and arrived at Burns at 1458 hours P.s.T. At 1425 hours, 
same da.te, observed the snn refleoting on an obj eat, or obj eat a, at 
a considerable distance ahead aDd a fe'lf points to the starboaro. He oon
tinuecl to watch the ca~e taken by the reflecting material, expeotin~ it 
to me.terieJ1:e into a conventional aircraft as the distance lecsened between 
b1m and the objeot or ob eats. A3 the objects reached the long hluffs 
(shown on the Boise (V-2 Aeronauti Chart as Hart Mountain) which run 
for a number of miles along the east side of some dry lakes (Swamp, 
l'lagsta:t'f, Ce.i·npbell and Stone Corral Lakes), he observed that instead 
of a single object there were several Tthich seemei to be flying in forma
tion.. At this point the objeots' appeared to have changed their course 
eo the.t they were pe.ral 1 e1 i ng his course and were following 'the blu£i's ' 
rim at about 1000 to 1500 feet below altitude at a distance vthich 
he estimates to have been 5-1/2 to 2 m1Je3. is certain that 
it could not have been as fez as ten ) mlles since the bluf'.fs were 
less than tan (10) m1 J es sq and he could e ee the o bj eats outlined against 
the bluffs. • 

b. !he obj eots eaw are described br him as tollowaa 

"f.Pe s>t e.q_,~l ob,1~~~ Considerably- smeller than a fighter plane, 
Pllf>!>ably less than 20• in length. All or the separate objects appea%'00 
to be t~1e sar.1e in ei~e. 

ShaDe of o]:>,iec:t;p: There wae no break in the outline. caz-trd.:1 
he would have recop,nized convontional aircraft. They had a solid configura-
tion, end no great tbia1:ne3s. They were elongated oval ps tTlica as 
~ .. 6 as wide, end perhaps f1ve tines ns long as thick. l'Oints out he 
obsorved the obj eots trvm 8!l angle tram a bore end eouJ d not easily estimate 
thtd.r thie!mess; they- could possibl.7 bean egg-shaped, and could oon-
ceinbl.7 have been perfeot:t;r oval. The objects soaned definitely eoJ~d 
objects - there wes nothin~ ethereal ebotlt them. 

~-.2W?Sl§.e~!l confident they were traveling at least as 
fast as · own plane (21 2 JliR). a tai J wiDd of 15 to 18 11m em 
the obje.te woul4 therefore have been d over 230 air speed. The 
objeots were traveling south/aouthweat, oppoai te to s course. Calcu-
lating the epeed o£ the obj eota, several dif'terent ways from the facts at 
hand, the apeed of the objeata yar.f.ea between 190 to 260 MPrl. oon• 
tfi'"ed at the ·t:Jme ot obs~at1on that he not poaeiblJ t\l!'ned 
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around and onught up with the objects. They- were definitely traveling 
taster than a group of birds, end slower than jot :U.anes. No trail of r.noke 
or bi1a.ust was observed. '.i'he speed of the objects a to be steady. 

T._e~;:pjn,_ ~ye.~_o_ns,_ P2J:!lJ,a:tion, .etc, ;i.n a;rcaa flew at 9000' 
EL which nu:1 botilean 4V .. KJ r and ;uJO I above terra1 n. urine mo~t of "ihe 
time ot observation, the objects were 1000' possibly 1500' below SHEI.t.ts 
plane. 'l'o7tnrds tha end of sighting had begun to COl!la down he 
was elmost on e level with th~ in altitude.N 

-r'he val ley through whi flew north, Bl¥1 tho obj acts i'la"'t south, 
is roughly 12 miles wide. The floor ot the valley is betrleen 40001 to 50001 
in elevation. The ee.st side ot the tall tq ia doan1 nated by aart Mountain 
(8020' in elevation). Hart Mounta:Sn stands on an elongated bluff', VThiah 
has an almost drop ot al'O'~ 1000'. The bluff, end all the terrain, 
against which aaw the objeets ill quite dark in color. The objeots 
stood aut in contrast to the dark calor. The obJ eots appearod to be un

metaJ..• 

'The rim of the bluff on the east side of the valley is about 70001 in 
elevation. From where aw the objects (at 90001 elevation) the-.r w~re 
roucllly in Jine with the rim of the bluff (7000' ). asum1ncr the objects 
were one (1) to three (3) miles awa:ys from the blui'f'-rim, they were ptcobabl.y 
nJing at about 80001 IISL, end about 35001 above the valley floor.• 

. 
• 

-rhe valley sighted the obj eota is sparsely poyW.ated; hoW-
eYer, thP.re are a nU!nber of re.nches there -more than are irc3icated on the 
Boise (V .. 2) Aeronautical Chart. believes that if persons living in 
the vaJJ.oy- ware questioned, chances are several might be £oWld who saw the 
obj eats from the r:rou.nd. has flown through this va1 1 ey many times in 
going between Cal 1 fornia and Oregon and does not recall ever having sean 
another e:1 rpJ ane in the valley where he sighted the objects. The valley 
:le a commercial Bizwa.v route, and is seldom·used by private planes. 

deo:; no·t recall ever seeing any fltltomobJJ es on the dirt ro~s in the 
talJ ey, sho~ as st!ah on the Boise (V-2) oeotion of AeronEI!ltioal Chart.• 

~tq.;l}12or AWfi. to_f'r.!e:tion ot objeats.t At the beginni".g of observa 
when th~ obj e.ts were a i:ew degrees to the atarboam of deed ehe&d, 
eaul4 not distinguish serarate obj eata - el 1 he saw were ret~ectionsJ how
ever, as he came closer and passed them by 5-1/2 to 7-1/2 miles he definitely 
••• six (6) or seven (7) separate objects. To be an the safe side 
etates with positi a that there were no less than five (5) objects and 
110 more than eight (8).• 

llfh• objeate weft alw8111 1n tlle tox,.atiOil (one beh~n! the other) and · 
there appealed to be no change in altitude ot the formation. The space 
htween the lead objeot and the next one was three or .f'our times the length 
ot cme of the objects. The distance between the second end the fol 1 owing 
objects was between an and tw6-th:Uds the length ot the objeots. 
£ccorclingl,-, if' the objeots were 20' in length, the distance between f/1 ron 
#2 was 60 to 80 teet, nnd the distance between #2 and the others wae between 
10 end 17 feet. The dis~ance betw (5t~fP'reDappeared 'Ye%7 constant. 

. ' 

;/- _,...? /- ,.., ., ~ 
.. 1-

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

. ' . ' 
. . --- ·~-. . .••. ·: ..... ,. . : ,.P'1t,..,• ~ ~ .... , .. : -. .. 0 t'~ .• 

• • • • 

• 

DJ:r • TIJt a ( Cont 'd) 1 «,1) 00 I 24·15 

!he objects were co close and appearod to koep their romation epacing in a 
mnnner which indicated they m:lght ho.ve been under tow by the l eading obj oct. 
At the distance of s , no connection, if there wos nny, could po3s11uy 
have been ob3ervfld. is pooitivo thc.t the objects '\':oro soparatg object s 
because he uas able o see terre1n ootween them. 1'he fomation did nnt 
tluctuate in flig,.t; the obj eats fle-w ver.; evenly and ateadily. ' .. hen 
la~tsa"N the objects t hey· wera going out of visual ran~o on the horizon. 
. o ~ 3 VifiibiJ.ity uan excep-
tionally eood. co~tld eeo Horney Luke, 60 miles distant, and could see 
8'.:1oke rising fro~..-· th~ sau mil J s c:t. F.urnc, Oregon, 75 miles dietant. ~rhare 
were a row soottered cloud~ at btJt71Gen 14,000' and lS,ooor. 'I'he weathe1, 
report nt the time indicated •acattered clouds at lB,ooo••. The air was 
V817 SJZlt;)oth. No r in the aroa is light to mildly turbJl ent. 
The sun was west of that is, plane was between t..'le sun end 

~ 

the objects.• 
(Refer to Boiee (V-2) Sectional 

Aeronautioul tJ'lart • oaation when obj eats were first !ightai w::.ts 
420Z7•N, l200W 1 This point was not definitely establ :t shod rut was cootpr.1ted 
tram the known grotun speed and the estiruatoo time interval rluri.'l~ vhich 
SHEIJ. observed t~e obj eots . This positio.!l possibly bo as 1m.1oh a s 
1'1ve (5) m11 es SS"~i ot the position dven. cation 't'rhen obj eota 
left h'e visual ~qa was 42~41'H, ll9°49'1' ew in a straight 1 i ne 
between these coordinata3. 

Location of objects when t:l.rst observeda 42°JStN, 119°43'il• 
Location of objecta whon last seena 42°28'll, ll9°48'ii • 
The me.de a slieht chan~e ot course f'rom quartering to 

peralla11ng trnigbt line of flight.• · 

c. a a Lt JG 1n AS(L) usrm (inactive), ~erial No. 3/J3J75. 
Be was oosnm1 ssioned mf'ign 5 J enuary 1944, served at s Christi t.&11 rty 
(30 )do:rs ~V (T), i.11 D ru J a::J tvro (2) months VRI-2 (D ) • errled SriJ t s from 
North American com..,on:r plnnts, ~as at :,iJJow Grove, Pennsylverj a, thirty (3~) 
days, served at check out base for ferry Squadron Vht(2) at Columbu~ , eril 
served at Columb't!s tu1tU J,ugust 1945. He was then \71th VRF(J) at Te rminal 
Islend, Cal:tforuia, uhero he became legal and. personnel officer. lla was 
disohareed !'rom the lJo.vy in Januaey 1946 as Lt JG. s NaveJ. Aviator's 
Certit.l.oate No. 0..1794,, plus a senior pilot's grade in the Ferry ~d.ng of 
the NaT.f .Air Transport ColiQand. He also holds a commercial licens e, sine·,le 
am nDJ]ti-engine, end f'light instmotor's ratings. His f'light time began 
1n 1934 and now totals over 000 hours, of which time ]300 hours were in 

United States lia~. secured a private license in 1935, a trensport 
11 e in 1937, a canmercial pilot's license in 1938, and was re-issued 

ra1.al. pilot'• license in 1945. Mat-ch 1942 to September 1943 he 
Wa8 a flight instructor for the A1 r Force (£1 Te aontha a a prim8.1'7 
:Jn•tmctor at oa•ter, California • Sept•ber 1943 to J'anua17 191.4 
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he tor the Slperlor OU Can~ of Cal1forxda. Since 1940 
bas been Vice PrE)sident of the Roy-al Petroleum CO!Dpany of Cal:2 forn:i2 , 
Lang Beach, a concmwn in wldch he end his relations own al J of the stock; 
he also ia part owner of (3) other oil producing concerns in 
Southem Cal :2 fornia. married ti%ld hao three (3) chi ]dren. He 
has a BS and aDA da~:3 tram the University· of Southam CaJ:2f'ornia, 
he had tTTo (2) y-ears ot law at tho University of' ~outhern Cslifornia. 

thirt7 (30) :reezs ot age, but appears to have a backf.round o£ · 
experience tew men his ega poseesa. He is believed to be conservetivo, 
einoere, absolutely reliable, and very co:npetent." 
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lll§TRI£( OfFJ~ g}.~~ Mf.l;.VP~ a CALIFORJ~IA. 

GEIJS , .• CAJJFO&,IA 

P-ill interv!Er.v · rive, Los Jl.ngel€s 1 
California, and obtain .from him all of essential elements or in-
toDation in regarJs to hie sighting the unidentified aerial objects 
1n Southern Oregon on 27 14q 1949. . · 

cr · 

W1Jl interview residents 1n the v1afn1ty or 
att•pt to Terity the aerial •bje.ts obseryed by 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

· UNCLASSIFIED 
6 

• 

"""'- ltlauntain in an 
on 27 ltq 1949. 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 



• 

• 

• 

.,.,. ';. ' ... \r ~ '.:··~.: . . .. ,,.,.. ~ ...• 
• - ,..' n~ 

~Jl\ICLA_5S~F\:D 
5D 24-21 2nd ind 5D-OSI/JE:L~/rmn 
( 19 July 1949) 
SUBJa "PROJECT SIGN'' UUCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT SIGH'JED IN Southern Oregon 

on 27 May '1949, SPECIAL INQUIRY . 

51h District OSI (IG), Vlri~t-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio. 2 August 1949 

roa 
• 

Ca~wending General, Air Materiel Couuuand, Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Dayton, Ohio, A~Ua :t.~CIAXS 

~ ' 
1. Reference is made to previous correspondence. 

2. Inclosed tor your information and file is one copy of the Report 
ot Irneatigation described in paragraph 1, ·basic oa,ununieation. 

1 Incl 
R/L dtd g Jul 1$) 
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• , 

J (!:..t (J g. A-,.... 
M. BRAUN 

Acting District Caunander 
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coNTROL NO eua.1•c:Gnd Ind DECIMAL I'ILK No. _ _.,. __ I'OLLOW U .. ON 

B- 296 Proje~t. SIGN 
• 

Cor 
JrROMt SD~sx · 
To: l.".X$ 
RECORDING :..xr-1 
DESK 

ROUTED TO SUSPENSE 

I I t, xs 
~\j h .... 

a 

• 
DATil OP' ftUL.Y OTHER Dl::i .. OS ITION : 

. 
' 

' 

• 

• 
• 

DATE 

REC O ADI£0 

• I ·--------
OAT I: 

DATED e;2;4~. 
No. I NCLS. ) 

8/4/49 H OU RC930 

DATE ESTABLISH=O BY t 1HITI4LS DATE 
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TAANBMITTAL 
4MC P'O.M .. 0 . 10· 1 

12 0 NOV . • 7 1 

.EE OTHER SlOE 
I"OR REMARKS 

• 

' 

• 



I 

I 

. . ~ . . , • - ---
HEAD~UARTER3 UNiTE T ES AIR FORCE 

T H E I N S P E C T 0 t< b .. ·• E R A L 

FILE NO. OA;"E 

• 

ITLE 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 
RE OF IN ES AT ON 

"PROJ:XT ::>IG!~" 
UNCOT,iV3I·JTI ONAL Al rtC;LAl''T 
Si~hted in s~~t hern Or8eon 
on ~? 1. ·~~: 1'149 

REP:lRT MAD E BY 

REPORT MADE AT 
D0 '20 t:cChord AiE 

PE RIOD 

OF FI CE OF ORIG IN 

STATU S 

·~ZD 
CHARACTER 

REFEREN CE npt of 5 ~ l:.C.!,'de!~ ~!. , r:.ocr~, 

JL -.!..'J 
1 (' d . 1 ., ' I l. • 1 :::;\.. 1 1, (,Cl b u l~. :....::· '•1 , 4'~ e 

f ..... - , .. :Jt o ~ 1'\ :tr:_ .'1 . L. ~ouser dtd ~~ LCt. ~~ lile ~4-30 
SYNOPSIS 

' 

It was l e nrned t hat reco:·ds of the Seat tlP .-1.ir ,~.{cute-Traffic 
Control Center, ~eattle-Tacoma /\irport, Bo~J L:.ke , .. ash~n~tor!, are 

• 
retaineri for only ninety days; wi·lereu;>on, if nothin5 unusual has 
occ'-!rred, the records :ire aestroyed. 

-

W .. ?s .. s••-·----·--· -~ . 

HovenLbe r 1 

" . 'C . ~ T ~ ) 8 5 .~ r :.....l 4.~ - . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON 

• 

' 
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TH E INSPECTOR GENERAL US Ar 
• 

5TH D ISTRI C T O F riCE OF S P ECI A L I N V£!>TI GA r t O NS 
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IN RE~LY REFER TO. 5D 24-21 

WP·O-S OCJ .. ISM 

SUBJ 'SC: ' : 11 11~\uJ.::cr.: SI Gl·;" 
U. ·c ( ·,r.r,';"· ., ,"\" - "T!\ T ~~rr.,c-., tJ. ,;-'1'1 "' Tr .r.r,,,:,n 

J. i ' J. I \1 "-J .!., ... .L l, J. .J~ .~ l" .l~ - \.) .L~..o . ·- ~ 

IlT .S OU'l'I-ft·~: ~l'i 0l!.SGb:. Ci.·: 27 I.:a:y .. 1949 
.SP~IAL IllC~1! IHY 

• • 

• • • 
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mo· .L • C ontuanding General 
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Air 1:o.teriel CorruTU.nd 
Vtrieht-i:o~a.tterson A:l. r Force Eo.. so 
Dayton, Ohio 
J.:r'l N 1 1-.:C IAXS 

1. This DistricJ~ Office i s in reoe i p·t; of 2 copi e s of t.'l r e;_x> r t of 
investic;a:tion ~r Speoia.l J..c;ent 3RY.i)r~; I:~ . I~lOO~i ~ :)() 7,~19, Fai r f ield -
Sui sun AFB 1 Co.liforlti.3., subject as a.boYe 1 dated <:1 July 19~.9 • Ho·r:ev~ r ~ 
copies for distribution to you r office ·ware not included. ,·d:ch the 
copies to this office. 

2. Inf'otre:ltion is re aueste1 
• 

ceived the above menticned copias 

5J 21~ --21 

a s to ,_:r!1ether 
of the repo~c 

vour 
" from 

off ice !ms 
DO -1° . /. 7 

• 

Acting Dist rict Con~~ar 

' ~ ' • T ;•' t 1 • '"'' t / 1 c 
• ' I .. .... .. I •.• I -~ • 

JUl 2 6 1949 
0 o ,, • • I o . c·· r- r ,...- ·· . . -, ... .. • ... • .. "" ... • • J . ... 

Report !ne n~:;ioneu in Para ~raph 1 or ba s ic letter n ot r e ceive d to 
date. 

-

• 

f 

• • • 
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From a lJ J:O-ll1JD 

• 

'·' . ..-. . "' ------·-
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UNCLASSl~lED 

:.lor.o t~ru ph It :aex Guide • • 
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• 

Reference• Cf;Q Con f Ser 04422?32 dtJ ~1' r ov 194~ , subj: Fl :,· i r< J iscs- ·::3 :-ort or • 
• 

Sourcea See Below. Ev~lua tion: i>-3 

Subjectc Uri~entified Flyir. · Objocts - ~aport Of. 

B~li~Fa 't':hil o fly i TT l':.orth lr. a. vri vute pl::.tr.e 5 0\~rce, VlhO i s bu lievr:, (.l to bo 
rell"fiolo, saw 6 or 7 nrlyin-:; disc:;" in soutr1c r 11 Or.:! .}.Hl 27 ' :a~r l:.~Lo . T !.G 

diacs a.ro Ud Scribed tiS elor.;~at.Ju ovcl. l o , p :: rhup~ 20' lent;th; t hey f le\'": i : 1 d 

steady fil l.! f'orol.4 tion a t be'bwt:1 on 200 to 250 j,;pH ; they app~a re u to be r~~e 

of unpaintud motal,; t1o smoke or e .x huust trails wor'= obsorved • 

SOU.tC£ a LTJG (L), t : Sl: ~ ( I r.to.u tive ) , So ri i;4 , o.r 
nf' l~u la 3, C .. l t f on :.i.a. lJe vw~ ~ co: .... i :. s s ~L OI :ed :...! t SL~r.l 

:; Sorv. . ut !!or :;us Christie ,?0 J t4Y !.i AV( 'l') ; in IJ ·..!l l 8. s two 
months VrtF-2(D). i·erried Sl~ J'::; froo l~ orth lir.lerict.Ln Cor:1 · c.~.r!y p l..,.r_t .:j . r. .A.S ~ c 
Willow Grov~, PtJnnsylvania. for 30 days. Surved at che c l::-out b::isu f or f;,;J!'~.
squ~dron VKF(2) at Colta:1bus: serv~:: d at Colu: .. ~us ULtil .:~. !; r;ust 1)4~. Scurr.: .· 
then was v.l th V1F ( 3) u t Tu rm : r~u 1 ~ s lar.d, . Cu. l i f'orn i..~ 1 v~!w r ~ h u be c~ ~Je l e . 't '.:i. 

and p0rson1:e l off ice r. ,/as d i s ch:lrgod f'roe1 the L . .:.vy i n Janur.ry 1~ ~~6 a~ 
LTJG. 

. Sourco hold s l:ava. l ~viator's Ce ~·ti• ' icuto _? ~us a s a t, ~ or 

pilot's rut in··: in tho Ferry ·,' iin ~ o ·. the l:aval Ai r Trtu1sport Co r.ununa. l:e 
al.so holds a cor:~:terci:J.l lictH l S~, s in ~;le anJ ot~ l ti-•Jn ~ine, lind fli r;h t i :r.
atruotor 's ru tin ~"" S. his fll r;ht ti::1a be ~ar. in 1934 ttr..J r.ov1 totals ove r 
5000 hours, of \'lh i ch time ljOO hours wera in the u.s.~:avy. Sourco secu retl 
a private llc~.~nse in 1~35, a trans port licens0 ir. 1')37 1 a cor:unerci1:1.l pilot's 

• license in 193c>, and a r e -issue OOil!!lero iul pilot's licnnse in 1SJ~5 
From ~!arch 1942 to Septembor 1943 ha was fligr1t ir.structor f vr tr.e ArUJY Air 
Force (5 mor.ths tiS pr imo:.ry instructor at C ~\1-Aero, and the baltUH'O o1' the 
time as basic instructor at Lancaster, Ct:t.lifornia). From SepteoLbtJ r 1~43 to 
January l ';11t4 he flew for th~ Superior Oil Cor.l,t)&l1Y of Cu.llfornia.. 

Sil'loe 191~ source has be~ Vice-President or the Royal Potroleum Com• 
pany ot Cali :'orn~a.. Long Beach~ "· concern in whioh he and hie reh tiona own 

• 

all of the stook:; r.t: also is fe.rt-owner of three other oil proauoi.ng cor.cerns 

• 

in Southern Cal i forr ia. ' 
• 

Sou rca is ::l!lr riod ar.J has tb r Ae children. ll1-1 has a il . S . ana ry .A. 
de !: r~ ·e fr om t he Lniv·: r ~, ity o (' . ; outh~rr. C:·. liforn iu, Los A.rl ~J l €' 8• Ca liforr. ia; 1 d 

also had two y cu. rs 0 1' ltiw a.t the University of Southor 1 Calit'orniu.. Sct~ rca i o 

UNCLAS~~.: Fl Ef) 
• 

• 
• 



• 

• 

• 

Ut-l CL l' ?. :-- . ~- ' 

thirty yours o t' a ~· , b\lt a r)~f' arH t o hta. ve a. t.m.o.:ground of cx pu r ionc0 f a w 
::let· his ~~e poss0ss. l eis be .i l -a v d to lm ~ : :.~r serva t ivA , sil:co r o , !;\bs o l t•tul,'.' 
r,J l itibl~! , ur ~.; v r y c• o ; , :· :et ~.:tJ t • 

. , ... ,, .. T t J ... ._.I. . • 
•• • ,J • • --- --

Or i 'r ~. : t.\ ;\ 1 27 . lt:· l :h t'.l, ;~ uu.·c J H~l · · lyir: : ~ h.i. '3 o· .. Jl s;·. J-t~r:: •o;) 

• 

u.i r c1·::d't ·ro:!"l .<:3d -i l· .ff , •: .~;_ f( l ·n:.h ~ to ·.: ~ J t 'l lB , •>r ~: · ; on , u u:st:;L~C:> o f' ) UJ . :·~l. - ~ .:.·: . 
' l!o 1 :-~ ft 1~ .: c, ·· l t.;.~' ; ' ~. .. ~t 1))2 P . 3 . 1' • .• r J b.r r· ·i.Vd u ~t Su1·r:s ut L./~o P. ~) . '2o f cl.-~. . .:J.;d 

/ ' . 
t ir:1.a: 1 .ho;,.r 26 .u:.i t :utas ) . C.our c0 L .n ..... J .... ,; ' Ju rl t.t> Ld't .. : r c·1. r c l :·.l 1< t >:i.i :.; u ·t·. t. 

t·wice, ·,;,jd. ~; h e o~ :::; · r:.~J u ::4 ~out t r;r l 1 .:-d. P ~.rr.:.o :; . h i.l -7 u.n S1;J's nor .:u... l u~ .... x :i ·'il ... l~ ~- ,.~ ~:.i 
• 

is 170 ~.:::. !J , s nnrce "cl1.3 .r.il t.tul .. i l. t..H 1;1 r . .:..J v l U'• ' ~·.Jh i ch }~e L:: .. l tJU ! ' l !l:d c ·.~; . .. ' 

Surplus, li ,~htu ri ·i. n:; th~~ !Jlarle by ~ oout (JOO lb~ .) ar1d it II!Il ~es t..rou~ · .. L. ;..·,; · - · L 

true 11 i r s.:}~J .. c.i . ,.h:le o r· tb .is 1' 1 ~ ·bt he ;O.U i H3 212 ::Pi: :;:rour.u ~ ,.uuu ; ..; o ~n·<.;a 

estir.mtos h~ ht.·:., a t a1l wir.a o!' l S" to 1~ ~~Ph . 

At 1425 Pu.<:ifio S t.it-lr:d~ rd 'f i:ao , ··'r i.·iu.y, 27 ~ .. ay 1:)4~. s ourc:v oCJs~rv~Ci. 
the S l.lll t~ · £"~ ,•ct4E f:, Ol"t bl l oo j ec: t or O U,jt~ cts ut a COI1S i de r e&.U l 'J u. :. ~.• C . .l.J l!C u. 1'. 0r4 ; ~ :~ 

b. fe·w po t!3 G t r) tb: St ,i•bo~u· ' • --· C! u~ t l tlll· 0 'tO WU 'tCb. t ~ ·~ C ·.J~;: • t:, t~ .. ~ : ',; ~ · tl·. e 
ref!Or..!t .:.r: ':.' 7.l.:..'t.J r : .al O X ' : : l!t : l ll", i t t o :.·~t ·r 1<1 .1 - ;t. O Ll.tO \} O .i' . '!~l · t l . l·L:l- .:..~ rc1·~1't . . ... 
a s ti':~ u i. ::;tuJ ..!~ .ius scn:ed botvmeu )"! · .. 1 l.!.r '-~ t i .] ob,jvc 't o r ob~ ··,; t~ . .·. r, t;l.\;1 cb~~ ct s 

rua.Ch.J (,~ 'the lo!·. bl t' fs (sh0WI: Of t h-.· ·,:.o i.se \ v-2) n.c r O:n;..A\ .i,_Q:_ l I h_:. rt !.;...;, - ;_d· ·,~ 
~~ou r..ta n} Wi.!.ich run for anura·~ . r G-~ mLl :1 s a.lo11,· t he ou.st si <.d of SO tJC ur y 
laka s (S\"h.l'tp , l-" l~ ·,.s t::c ·· r I c .l-'l!.)bul1 ttr. ' tor·t Corrul La~:d s) r.e s~ ·: . ttl:;..t ir St'-.. ~ d. 
of a sit1~le o ojt:1ct the r e W:·h·~ s a ·•r r a l , \ Jt. ich S 3(! r.l~lC1 too~ fl.'rir. '~ in ~'o~. L .. Gl•:J 7 . 

At this po i!i t tb:~ ob joct~ fi ~j.:cla.r 0. to huv o ch~; ~~ d t h.; i r O ~) t ... ~-: J s u 
t ht-.t thoy W(:.l re •) . ra : ~e l il !:: his c m;rr.o (s vt..thwe ~t to his r:o:-'thO >.• s t) u.11 ... v! c- ro 
follow i.n · tt:c bl 1: i' f'~ ' r · u u t a ·:>out 10(;0 t o l ::700 feet b:..: l cM s uu r c e ' s !:U. cit\ ~·e , 

at a. d ·tsttinc~ whLch he astir.lU t O!'i to hav0 b~::J e!l 5 1/2 t o 7 1,12 mi l .:; .:; . Sc~rc ·J i :s 
certain th ·.~ t lt oou1d no1; h t-.vc be u11 ~s t'.:1r as 10 mile s !:ii: .ce t h '-' ~ ~ . 1'i's ·· · - ~ ·3 

la s:.: than 10 milus awtty a.nc.i h, · oo •Jld s cte t r1'J obj ·! c ts outl ~n .... d v. ,_:~ :li !.n:; t r.e 
bluffs. 

pr obably 
the sa:n·~ 

• 

Thu objocts t h&.t source saw are describ,; d by hin u s f ol l oHs : 
Size o ~ tlo..1Ch objuot: Cor:~ic.L~rably ur:~ta. llu r t L 4l . a fi :h t - r f.>lu. ~.~ , 
l us s th.l ~ 20 ' ill l:E;"n,.·th . ~d j o :' tJi : :.:;e [Jc d ' u t e oi.1 j <., c":s ::1.p . ··~..Hl r 11..i ~o ue 
• • 1n 8 : ze. 
Sha :.>o of' ob joctst Thoro was r!o br ·u •: ln t c1e out lir1e. ~ ouroo i s 

Of'lrta ~ tl ho woulc. huv~ r·oco1~nized cor:vtt nti or•!.~.l aircraft. !'hey huJ u. solid 
coufi~urtttior:, 11nu n o g r ·.· a.t thickness. They wure eloz• · :o..t t~d o vf-4 1 , .t>-· rh~ t"· s 

twice as l t'l'": as wide , and tA1rhaps fivu t imo s tt s lor: ,~ us thick. Source ~)o ints 

o t he obso rv ·d tha obje ct :; f r om £.1.11 u.nclo fron e:abovo anu c ould 110t ~a.sily 

ostimr1t·J thoir t hickness; they cou ld possibly havtt b uen e e;c-shu. pw d, tlD .l could 
oor.oeivably huve b,se n p·:rt· ctly oval. Th<:J objects s vt:Jmed <.ie finitely solid 
objeots - there was nothing ethereal about tbem • 

Spe~d of Objeotsa Source ia oonfitlont they wero traveli11g a.t loa.st as 
tast aa source's own plune (~12 !WH). Souroe hua a tail wind of 15 to lti 
MPH and the objeo Ls would therefore hu.ve beon doir1g ovur 230 t.iPH tlir siJueu. The 
objHots w·l re trnv·· lir1 ; ~ south/southwest, o ppos i te to sourcu •s course. 
Caloula t i.n ~ the s pued o f' the ob j- ·cts , s ov . · t' .~ 1 d i f'f -J r en t w~y s fr om thu fuc ts a t 
hnn .. L, thd a peud o t~.e objt-Je ts var ies be tween 190 to 260 ! ~PH. Source 
concluded o.t tho t i.mt· of obuervutior: th·tt lw coul tl not pos ~ib ly hLL V O turned 

/ 

• 

• •• • 

- r · 
U \~Ci_ " .SS\~:.. , .t..~ 

• 

• 

' I 
I 



• 

around und cuught up with thtt obj"ctn . 'Chuy \'hJ r d def i.r1 ite1y travol ir ·. ~ J', l .. t r 

t hur1 ti gro t[J t.l' h:. rd .; , ~:tf t(" slov or· tl·nr. J t p l al JO S . I. o trail u 1' smoK:o t: l" 
exh::a.u s t was observud . The s ouo~ oJ' tht:> objocts a pptHl r Aa to bt:: nt<H.lUY • 

~,3 ·T :. ·. I · , •J l·:: ·, ul; :cr ·. , ,·o :,t~ lH t.iut · , ·t c. ir !i rouc ~ ; i... rc e !'J. ·n !J.t ;(,00 ' 
· ·~ L ·~:h :c.::~· rJc;:~ b-t\7 " : qOt;u- ,-~-i -~- -=-o· :-u ,- ~,-.)·ov~te t' rb 11~ . Du r ~n . ';\O.:; t ·J r '~ L-- ~ l. !::e 

• 

or obs~ rv · .. -. :)r. , i;} :•J ob Joct:s ;.·h~l',' 1000 ' tv pos s~_ IJly l :JCJO ' !Je1o•Jv s ourcu' ~; .J i ~.:· d . 

l'o·m.·. ra s th ;;' u c ,' : L. ·! .'td •< ,.;:-.-r; ~(, llf' <' e h u.t b ·n..:" to c o ::-.~ um·:n }t .. lt.:i.) ~J. .~: . ~ 

or. u lovel · .. ~ 1.;(: tl un i. r. (..!.lt .; tu.ie . 

-
Thd "J..l...:. l\:Jy i;}' ~ ' ') ' · . , Nr Lcr ~ut n;.J 1'l n ·1 r o ~ · th , ~11.1 tt.t.• ob jt cl;s f.~. 

+I · · I · 2 · .. · ··' ;., · ·"' l oor ,·, ·· ~ . · · ....,. ,_ 1 :.:...·· k .., • ,. ~0\. - • . 1 • ~ t• •. , ' . l.' .1. !;ll..i.•-j S V.l.u.J • .u .'- . " "'· " - - · J . S 1103~\; .:fl!l~ t"J _. l , •:. · 

4000 ' 'Cv ~-OLO ' ~r; v l rJv:~t Luz • .Lb:J a ·.d:;-c ~.;i. ~ .fJ o:' -c l~ vu. .. i.oy i.~ <.:oruj_r-tLtc: l! :1:• ; ...... !··t 
:.~Ot.a1b.1.in ~vi...·2U ' iL el~v:t tiot ! ). i:~.~~t ~,:o un J;u il. ~ -:ul : .. .t s un t::.l.i. elu!i : ;~t -:· c. t1~t. · f , 

which h,t s a!: til .. ~o~ t s hver drop of' :.t rounu 1000 '. 'rl!e blur,!', ur.a u ll ~l ::J 

terra in., a~~ ~. r :;;t ' •. h -:. ch sou rce s .• 7 . tL obj·; c ·Gs is "iuite d~r~ i r. cu1or . ;!1-e 
ob j e cts s t oou out ir; cur.t~·ast to the d·lrK e n tor. 'l'h.J ob jects tt ~, ~;· .. ~reu -c o l.Je 
~pa int~ d n0t~i . 

Tho r i n otl -cho ol1:ff .:n: the Gt\ s~ si:!o o -. th..:! vall'.:Y .: s _.bou'C 7 LCC' 
i n c l aVil t .:.or: . - : C:r4 v·b.) l•n f)Ol.lrC• ·: u.\ th·· object s (ut 90CC ' t' l~Vt~tioz:) t.1:~ ,· 
w~re rou .~hl ·· ~;~ l :.no a: t h ~l :-1 rim of th~ olt / i' (7000 '). t ~ ~ ~ tt'.lir,:· t hl. uu ~:..; ~t s 
wc r v l to 3 mile s U\·:~:r f r u:n 't h~ bl t.£'1.'- :-ir.; , t ; a~: wvr :1 pi'o~u ul.:,· .: ' ly l r:,e !.l ~ ., au'..At 
b()Q() t l.iS L., u..TH.! abo:; t j5<J0 ' above the V~i.!.ey floor. 

Tho valley wL:~ ro :.iour ce S ~ §::htt)u t l,u o :J j e ct s is S 1 >u. rs ~ ly .. .~o pul !.. tl3d ; 

ho\':.Jv c.-•t·, th~ r : ar~ a n umb . r of .:e:.:.r.ci :! s tr.c r~ - r.1or~ tlu.n. -..,.._~ ' i r . :.t !. C~ t·.:~ u: . tt:e 
dolsd (v-2) J"o ro1 ~d tic ... l C hL~rt . ~~ o d' <.; t:J b 1li. J Vt1 S t h.l:l t if pe r~ ur, s l.v : :r . · in 
tho valley vw r e lit.e Et i oned, cttulwos a. r s~vu ~ul Ll i .jh t b.J fol,ncl vd''O Stdi t he 
ohj .. ct:; fr .. , th .: ;:r ound . ~m1 rco r.:~ !i f l or~r. tl •r ouch t . i s va 2.l·:J:. Lii:.t y t:.!: .~~ in 
~cine betwe e n c~J i t'o r rJ ia und Cr e e-;or ur~ ..l UO\.l ti r.o t r(;,Cull t:V r r::..:.v - I •_; s..;er. 
a.r:othor ~ir plur ~ ! r the Vt--~. ll~y wher·· h:; ~i ,.·h tc d t he objuc t :::; . Th0 v.,._ ! oy is 
not o. COi'~ ;:e r · ial ~ irwa.y r oute , >.l.r t.l 1.:> se l d o .. l usHd by tJ r ~\ ..lt•- ?l::~t ~~ s . ~Ct. l ' C ,--: 

doan r o't recti l i evur sae ir c; ~:.:.ny auto .. 1o u il3 s 0!" t!! ~'! nirt r o:. . . s r -c r.~ -.. , .. u .... ·3 ~ ' , 

s ho·,-;n a:::; suet-, o: tho !3oise ~V-2 ) soctiun of Jd rLr .~ t;tic a l Ch ... rt. 
NumbJr az~~ for~tior. o f objects: At the iJe : irrd 1.; of ob sa cv~t on , 

wl':an t h.:J ot:J j e c ts" wer~.l a f ew J·J ~~ro ~·:.; tu t hu s u r bot'l. :·a o1' ..!t!;:t '..l i;...h :• .. :J , s.;t;rCJ 

could 1•ot distir. ·:ulsh s o ,;u rutv oi.J j'jct::; - ull h:: s .. iV~ , W0 r ' r tc f l : · ~; _or: !i ; !.ov . ...:v .r 1 

as . he c arne clo~er a~ :J p~n seci theril by 5 1/2 to 7 1/ 2 milas h ·.:: .J· f i. ralte l.f S.1W 

I 

6 or 7 scpa.r1:1t ..; obj·.: c t u . To -be on the s ai't: side s ource ut~tds with pos lt ~'V~ !1 ess 

thc!t t } orH W() r c n o l d S S t han 5 obj~ ot s at d no more t han c, . 

The objects waru alway~ ln filo for~t · ora (or1e bc hil!d t h o thtJ r) 
ana thur : a ~: e t1r\· d to be no chartr;o ir1 altitude of t}~e for <..J::L tion. 'fhe S;Alca 

betweer1 t hd lead objoct arJa tho noxt one wu.s three or fo 'Jr t i :- os the l encth 
of or1e of tho ob jocts. The distance betVJeen t he seccr·.d urd th~ follov11ns 
objects was :)etween orte-l•ali' unc..t tvJo-thirds tho lenr th of the objects. 
Aooordiugly, it' the objects Wt' r u 20 1 in len~th., tho distar.ce between j,~l and -#2 
wae 60 to 80 teet. and th .J d istance batwoen /}2 and t ho othr1rs was betwoen 
10 and 17 ft~et. Thd uistanoe bdtwe on the objects e.ppt: a.rod ve ry o ot a stt:~.r.t. The 
objects w :re so close ancJ a ppeured to k.oep xa thoir fornat ior~ s pa.o i n r; in a mu.nner 
which indicated tt.ey mi r ht h!ivo btJ en undt> r tow by t h .-: le ~d irJ ~ object. At t he 
dtst .. noo of si~htin t't, no connection, if t l urt1 wu ~; t:Lny, co·. l u }JOS~lbly hu ve buen 
observud. S-. urea iu posit i v~~ th~t the objects wor~ SO iJuro.te objact :.. t.,~ c t-~.usc 
he wa.a ablo to s .e t~ r· ra. in betw.:en the:n . l'l!H for i•iUtior. u ctid not fluctu:..s.te i n 
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Issued by the Intelligence Division 
Office of Chief of Naval Operations 

Navy Department 

INTELLIGENCE REPOHT 

Monograph Index Guide No. AF90774 

AT San Diego Date s 23 June 1949 

Reterenoe t CNO Conf Ser 0~2P32 dtd 4 Nov 194a, subj: Flyir1b Discs - Report Of • 

• Sources See Below. B-3 Evaluation: 

Subjects Unidentified Flyin~ Objects - Report Of'. 

BRmFs While flying north in a private plane source, who is believed to be 
re11aole, saw 6 or 7 "flying discs" in southern Ordgon 27 May 1949. The 
discs are described as elongated ovals, perhaps 20' length; they flew in a 
steady file formation at bet11een 200 to 250 MPH; they appeared to be made 
ot unpainted metal; no smoke or exhaust trails were observed. 

SOURCEs LTJG J (Inactive ), Seria of 
s Angc s, California. he was co~liss oned LDsign 

anuar,y 1944. Served at Corpus Christie 30 days 4V(T); in Dallas two 
months VRF-2(D). Ferried SNJ's from North American Company plants. ~as at 
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania f'or 30 daya. Served at check-out base for ferry 
squadron VRF(2) at Columbus; served at Columbus until August 1945. Source 
then was with VRF(3) at Terminal I sland, California, whero ho became legal 
and personnel officer. Was dischar~d from the Navy in January 1946 as 
L1'JG. 

Source holds Naval Aviator's Certificattt lus a senior 
pilot's r~ting in the Ferr,y Wing of the Naval Air Transport Command. He 
also holds a commercial license, aingle and multi-engine, and fli ght in
structor •a ratings. his flight time be tian in 1934 anu now totals over 
5000 hours, ot which time 1300 hours were in the U.S.Navy. Source secured 
a privata license in 1935, a transport licensa in 1937, a cor.unercia..l pilot's 
license in 1938, and a re-issue oocunerc ial pilot's license in 1945 (i}=lS4256). 
From March 1942 to September 1943 he was flight instructor for the J.Jm:y Air 
Force (5 months as pr.imt) ry instructor at C.J.l-.Aero, and the balance of the 
time aa basic ina-+:ructor at Lancaster, California). From Septetnbe r 1943 to 
Januar,y 1944 he f'lew for the Superior Oil Company of C~lifornia. 

Since 1940 aource has been Vice-President of the Royal Petroleum Com
~ ot California. Long Beach, a concern in whioh he and hia relations own 
all ot thestook; he also ia part-owner of three other oil producing concerns 
in Southern California. 

• 
Sauroe is married and has three children. He has a B.S. and B.A. 

degr8e from the UniTJrsity of Southern Cnlitornia, Los Angdles, California; he 
alao had two years of law at the University of' Southern California. Souree is 
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thirty years of a ge , but a ppears to have a bac kground of experience few 
men his tl ,t;e possess. Ee is be 1 i.ev<: d to be conservative, since re, absolut ely 
reliable , and v:1ry competer t. 

RBPOHT: Unidont if ied f"ly in~ Objects Observed in Oregon 27 1\A.ay 194~ s 

On Friday, 27 Mt:1y 1949, sourc l-J wa s f lying his own SNJ-type 
aircraft f rom i.ied Bluff, Ca l i fornia to Burns, Or e-:;on, a distance of 305 mi l es . 
He left Red Bluff at 1332 P.S.T. a.nd arrivea tlt Burns at 145g P.S.T. (elapsed 
times 1 hour 26 minutes). Source land<;; d at Burns after circling the town 
twice, which consumed about ten minutes. While an SNJ's normal maximum spe ed 
is 170 MPH, source "demilitarized" his plane twhich he had pur chased tit ,,·;ar 
Surplus, lightening the plane by about 600 lbs.) and it makes around 200 MPll 
true air spe~d. vVhile or. this flight he made 212 MPH ground speed; source 
estimates he hau a tail wind of 15 to 1g MPH. 

At 1425 Pacifio Standard Time, Friday, 27 May 1949, source observed 
the sun r~ fle ct ing on an obje c t or objects at a considerable d i stance ahead , 
a few po ~nts • to the st~rboaru . Lu cont i nued t o watoh the course taken by the 
reflec.tl.ng mater i al ex~3ct :!.ng it to matHrialize into c onvoutior..a l ~::~.ircraft 
as the di stance lessened between h im and t he object or objec t s . As the ob jects 
reach~d tho lo1:g bluffs (shown on the !:3oise (V-2) Ae ronauticu. l Chart a. s hart 
Mounta :n) v1hich run for a numbe r or miles alont; .the east side of some dry 
lakes (Swacup, Flagstaff, C!:4mpbo 11 an ti Stone Corral Lake s) he saw that U!stettd 
of a single object there were several, which seemed to be flyine; in forma.tior1. 

At this point the objects appearud to have char.ged the i r c ourse so 
that they were pa ra l leling his course (southwest to his northeas t) and were 
following the bluffs• rim at about 1000 to 1500 feet be l ow s ource's altitude, 
at a distance which he estimate s to have been 5 1/2 to 7 1/2 miles. Source is 
certa in th~t it could ~ot have been as far as 10 miles since the bluffs ~ere 
less than 10 miles away and hA could see the objects outl i ned a gainst the 
bluffs. 

The objects that source saw are described by him as follows: 
Size of e tA ch object: Cons iderably omalle r tl:an a fighter plar:e , 

probably less than 20• in length. All of tha sepurnte objec t s appaar~ d to be 
the same in aize. 

Shape of obje cts s There was no brtrak in the outline. Source is 
certa. in he woulci have recognized conver1tior.al aircraft. They had a solid 
configuration, and no great thickness. They were elongated oval, perhaps 
twice as lcn g as wide, and perhaps five times as long as thick. Source points 
o:.t he observt:'d the objects from an angle from above · anci could not easily 
estimate their thickness; they could possibly have been e gg-shaped, and could 
conceivably have been perfE,ctly oval. The objects seemed def initely solid 
objects - there was nothing ethereal about them. 

Speed of Objectss Source ia confident they were traveling at least as 
tast aa source's own plane (212 MPH). Source had a tail wind of 15 to l S 
MPH and the objects would therefore have been doing over 230 t~H air speed. The 
objects were ·trttVc~ lin~ south/southwest, opposite to source 1 s course. 
Caloulat in,; the speed of the objHcts , sev{; r !• l different ways f'r om the facts at 
hand, the speed o r tt.e objects varies between 190 to 260 lAPH. Source 
concluded at the time of observation that he could not possibly have turned 
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around and caught up with the objects. They 1'1ere definitely traveline; faste r 
than a group of birds, ana slower than j 8t planes. ~o trail of smoke or 
exhaust was observed. Tho speed of the objects appeared to be steady. 

Terr&in, elevations, populatiorr, etc. in areas Sourc e flew at 9000• 
MSL which was between 4000' and 5000' above terrain. Durin~ most of the time 
of observat 1on, the objects were 1000' to possibly 15CO• below source' s pl~ne . 
Towards thet end of sighting when source had bt1gun to come dov1n he was almost 
on a level YJith them in altitude. 

The valley throu6l~ which source flew north, and the objects flew 
south, is roughly 12 miles wide. The floor of tho valley i s 1Dap••• betwc: en 
~00' to 5000• in elevation. Tha east side or the va ~ ley is domir-ated by Hart 
~ountain {0020' in elevation). Hart ~ountain stands on an elongated bluff 1 

which has an almost sheer drop of around 1000•. The bluff, and all the 
terrain, against which s·ource Sd.W the objects is quite dark in color. The 
objects stood out i~ co~traat to the durk color. The objects appeared to be 
unpainted metal. 

The rim of the bluff on the east side of the vall~y is about 7000' 
in elevation. From \\·here source sav1 the objects (at 9000' elevation) they 
were roughly in line with th~ rim of the bluff (7000•). Assuming the obje cts 
were 1 to 3 miles away from the bluff-rim, they were probably flying at ~bout 
8000' MSL, and about 3500' above the valley floor. 

The valley where source sighted the objects is sparsely populated; 
however, there are a number of ra~ches there - more than are indicated on the 
Boise (V-2) Aeronautic~! Chart. Source b~lieves that if persons living in 
the valley were questioned, chances ar~ several might be found who saw the 
objects from the ground. ~ource has flown through t t: is valley many time s in 
going betrteen California and Oregon and does not recall ev~ r having seen 
another alrplane in the valley where he sighted the objects. The va l ley is 
not a commerc ial airway route, and is seldom used by private plane s. Source 
does not recall ever seeing any automobiles on the dirt roads 1n the valley, 
shown as such on the Boise (V-2) section of Aeronautical Chart. 

Number and for~tion of objects: At the be ginning of observat ton, 
when the objects were a few degrees to the starboard of dead ah~ud . source 
could not distiDguish separate objects -all he saw were refl~ct~ons; however, 
as he came closer and passed them by 5 l/2 to 7 l/2 miles he d(.> finitely saw 

• 

6 or 7 separat~ objectti. To be ou the sar~ side source states with positiveness 
that there were no less than 5 objects and no more than S. 

The objects were always in file formation (one behit1d thE; other) 
&Jld ther~ appeared to be no change in altitude of' the form tion. The space 
between the lead object and the next one was three or four times the length 
of one of the objects. The distance between the secor.d and the followin~ 
objects was between one-half and two-thirds the length of the objects. 
Accordingly, if the objects were 20 1 in length, the distance between #1 and #2 
was 60 to SO feet. and tho distance between #2 and the others was between 
10 and 17 feet. The distance between the objeots appt::ared very consttlr.t. The 
objects w~re so close and appeared to keep X. their formation spacing in a manner 
which indicated they mi~t have been under tow by the leading object. At the 
distance of sighting, no connection, if there was any, cot:. lci possibly have bee%1 
observed. Source is positive thut the objects were separate objects bec~use 
he was able to see terrain betwoen them. The formatioD ta did not fluctuat~ in 
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flight; the objects flew v ry evenly and steadily. When source l~st suw the 
objects they were going out or visual range on the horizon. 

• 

• 

Vfeather and visibil i ty at time of observa tions Visibility was 
exceptionally good. Source could see Har11ey lake. 60 mil~s distant, a11u could 
aee smoKd r i sing from the saw mills at Burn~. Ore~on. 75 miles distant. There 
were a few scattered clouds at between 14,000' and l&.ooo•. The weather r~port 
at the time ir1dicated "scatte r .;! d clouds at lS,OOO•". The a ir was very smooth. 
Normally the a i r in the area is light to mildly turbulent. The sun was west 
of sourcej that is • source 1 s plane VIas between tho sur1 ttnd t},e objects. 

Locat ~on of sighting objects: \Ref ~ r to Boies (V-2) Sectional 
Aeronautical Ch&.rt). Source's location when objects were first sighted was 
42°27'N• 1200W. This point was not, definitely established but was computed 
from the known ground s peed and the estimated time intarval during which sourc3 
observed the objects. This position could possibly be as much as five miles 
SSH of the position giv~n. Source's locti.tion when objects left his visual 
range was 42°4l'N. 119°49'W. Source flew in a straight line between these 
coordinates. 

Location of 
• 

Locat i on of 
The objects 

paralleling source's 

objects when first observed: 42°3S'N 119° 43'W. 
objects when last seen: 42°28 'N, ll9&4S'VI • 
~de a slieht chanbe of course from ~uartering to 
straight line of flight. 

REPORT ~NG OFFICEfl •s CO!·.JfJENTs It is believed that conventional aircraft, 
birds. balloons, astronomical phenomena, an~ auto-hypnosis can be eliminated 
aa an explanation for th:.! objects sighted by source. Since source was not 
flying into the sun and since he is an expert pilot-instructor. V~RTIGO does not 
appear to be a r uasonable explanation; nor do reflections on, or 
irregul~rities of. the plexi-glass canop,y through which so\~ce viewed the 
objects offer a reasor.able explanation, becE~u ~e of thEJ wide range of 
observance of the objects. As far as the reportinb officer's conment is 
concerned (as well as so · rce•s own comment) the expl~ation o f' source's 
sighting of the strange flyin.('· objects remains a question mark • 
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J'ile No. 24-30 

DETAILS: ' rrtr:- ~ r:n 
U~' ~~ ~ .. ~· . y- ·- · .• 

l 't'-'t.-

• 

• 

1. '!he following investigation t-Je..s conducted by S/ A JAY J. JO~.DA.: :-. 

AT SEATTLB, ~·TASHINGi':>N --
2. · Y~. Controller, Seattle Air Route Traffic Control 

Center, Seattle-Tacoma Airport, Bow Lake, Washington, was i nterviewed on 
19 October 1949, in regard to obtaining a record of flight schedules of 
all Aintqa traffic in the vicinity of Hart Mountain, Ore., on 27 May 1949 
at approximately 1430 hours. ~is agent was informed that records are 
kept of such traffic for only ninety days; whereupon, if nothing unusual 
occurred, suCh as accidents or traffic violations, the records are des
troyed. MARKS' record of incidents for that date proved negative, indi
cating that nothing unusual was reported on that date • 
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• ~.-' l"tt'-'L-' • .. • l i r I 

r~c2 ~idcr.t :· 
• 

Nam~ ~d adire e of obcervcr: 
Los ."\.rlgel e s, Cali :.''orn.i a. 

i-'r i vu t o l: i l <.rc over :,.. , 000 hours ( 1 j OO .~a vy) 
.i.l;; jL i:::-1 u S~ · ·· (.:.ll :.lC ~ .~ ve) 

... .... .. 
• ... " II. • 

• 

:~)-.~:'_....::-r ·: -·l: . . • ~-::.-~: "un Li'riday, c:.'f •. .ay 19~.:1 1 
·s .-.!l;_,eles, ~:;·.lif ornia, was f' ly~ :.'ls his .. . ri ~ - t-:,··pe aircraft f r o:n 

.-..ed L; l~ff' 1 . .;~lii'urn.i.a., ~..;o Durns, vr e60n . n e de .:--ar ted ... eci Bluff a 1; 1.532 1wurs .:.- . : . ~· . 
an~ ar l'lved. ::.t ~url" s a c l t4-;b huurs ... - • .:i. ·t. .c~,; l~;.s:::5 hours, st:.. .. :e daGe , v .l~~ .. :.. uuserv~.-t.i the 
S t.t::.1 r ei' lcct:.:L~ ..>n -.1.n objec ·t , or objec ·t;s , at a cons id. er~ cle dlsi;ance c. . , ~u.~ ..... 1. _ :..~. , ... ::w 
.. JolJ.1~l.is ·~o t:1e s "'carbo~ru . .:1e con--~inueo. :;o watuh t.i. e c ourse 'ij:.iA:t:::l l.y ·uhe rc~·lc -.: .. : __ ..; 
: 1a~6rl~l , c;~.:.- C C :::~.1~ it t o :.:<:~.·.;e r,;. ~li :.;e ::_ _ J.;o ..:. C :.,! iVC~~~i .. nlil a.,;. .. ·c::a .. :'t as ..;!lG -.::_.: . . ... :::e 
1 e..- sc·~ c' l. - -·rr:; ""~ '1.; . ,... ' -· .=> . , .., ..:c~ - 1. -- J··=-c -- s -· ;. ..:c c ·s r c•'l' ' ·,,.,, ' ~ l " · "'fs - ...J J..J. L4. ~ \J )V ..:;,,_, ~ .11. ..... ..... ,.._ • .,.._. vl .. ~ V L.,.:\,) "" V - l.· 1>.tt1 ~ ..,..., e .-. ...Ji l\, '-' VJ • .J ,.,._; .:..._v..:. • ..:.. \.4 ·~· . (; - - _:_ .- ..... .J.. 

( : :1.:;-:i11 on tl"le ~uis e Cv-2) -•ero1~autic~l v r a :.: t as . ..ar t .~. .. oun~.;;;.;.in) w]~ich r un ;·-v :.: c1. ·:lu .. .':.)e r 
r.1iles & l uilc t~1c ee.st side cf s oillc dry lakes (.J~ia:.1p , l'~ lat:;s ~;aff 1 C3.l.l_tioel l a.LC: ~ ~cr.e 
..; ~ rral L:.l~-:-:.1s) 1 :.e ouserveci · ~; r!a t .,;.1 s -.;e~d of a s:n~le o ·ujoct t.11:.r ~ -~/ere sevcr<A l ,,:liCll 
s t:::;.i!eu ;.,;o be fl:,:in c in i'..>rJ:iativn •• i.G Ghis ,t>O irn. ·..;h e o1jects a J:"L"'ea r oci \,o il:?.ve ~ --.;~l•;,...ed 

their c .. -; .. rse s o ~1~t -~i·l ey were .tar a ll e l i ·· i1is c ourse and. were foll owin~ t;ne ·ul 1..f'f s ' 
rl1:1 a t abvu t 1000 to 1500 feet bcl uw s al "~ita;.1e at a U.:i..s ·::;anc e vr:1ic i.1 :~ e E;:S "'~ :J. ·:; .... s 
to lt~v e ce e.:1 S~ -1/2 ;;o 7-1/C. n iles. is cer t a :.n i;hat i t c ou l d n._t i:.ave a.. C: ·:, ~ ·- u s .~."':...r 
as •,e n ( 10) ;,1il &s s l::ca (;!le bluffs were less ·.;:1an --c;en (10) :.:.ilcs .J.:i~·.{ .::..11a .. 1e ~:, . L.1. 3 ,:; e 
t-!:e ..>l:jec t;s o:.1:;1.:.net.:. a::;ains~ the b l uffs . u 

~ 'lh e o b j c:: c ~.;s thn saw are d e s cr l beci b.,· hi::1 n s fo llcy:;s : 

".; ~ , "i' e;a.ch objec ·;; : Considerably s:!JU.llC;;r t:1an a l' it;;!1cer l:"l~ne , _.:r o~ a L ly le;3.:; 
~han 201 in 1~n~...t..1i •. ~11 uf ~:e se~ara~:;e cbjec t s ~~_. eared ~v uc ~1e s:..:... .. e in s::.z 0 • 

..:i: l .. 'l. 1Jc of ol--jecta: .1'1 e r e ·l;:ls !10 ~ rc a~.: .i. ·.! the .:.lu-:;llne . is cer ;a.:.n , .. c :. ~ ,; l~ 

ha vc r ec .J(;.I~'lJ.= eu. c0 r \ t.H- ... i na l i;l.ir ~raft. .rhay :~.ad. ~ s v lid c onf lc;u.n1 ·~.;.i. v n1 ..... w.i . 10 Lr " "'-;; 
"&hickncss~ lhey \;ere elonLated oval, .;;er:u~.ps t-,v ioe ;.:.s l on e as 1;hick • .;). :~~~ L~oinvs vil 't 
ho observed the objec t s from an & / l 0 le fr vl:i above anci could z:ot easily es ·:;i .. ate ·.ncl r 
·;!--..i.ckness; ·~hey could poss i b ly have been et;t,;-shat)ed• and coul c oncelva 0ly have o0en 
perfectly oval. l'he objects seemed definitely solid objects - tnere was nothint,; 
ethereal a bout them • 

.:l eed of ub ec t s a is confident they were traveling a. t least as fast a s his 
own p c::: • had a 1;ail wlnd of 15 to 1g lJ.Pli and t he bb jec ts would 
·liherefore have been doi over 230 l..?.i:i air speed. ~e objects were traveling s outh/ 
aouta.eat, opposite to course. Calculating the speed of the objects. several 
different ways from the facts at hand, the speed of ~e objects varies between 190 to 

I 
• 
I 

• 

260 ~~.?.d. concluded at the time of observation that he could not possibly have t urned 
around and cau~nt up with the objects. ~hey were definitely travelinG fas ter t~an 
a cr oup of ul r ds , and slo\·1er than jet ~lanes. ..o :;ail of s r.:ok:e or ex.:..a~st was obs er ved . 
J.'he SiJCt-d u ..... the objects a :;>l:Jeu.red to be steady . 
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" i·::G y~l l ey w. '-= 1' s - ~· ;1~~ ·~ H te J~j .: t: • .. .:; _J J._. e::.rs ~ l :;. .e-02ul~ted ; .. . ·:l VLr , ___ __ . . ,; 
t:..r ~ ..;:~. LU.:lbcr Ji' r:.:. .. :c .. E.s ~- -vr € - .: .- r ~ .;t .e._ :.... r ~ i :· . ..;..:.. c a t~d on cae ..:ois tJ ( " -~ ) ... t:r cl:-
:i \.;i...:..ca l \ . .' : 1 .... .ct . believe ::; :;.-.a-, :..f _ t. r.; _::_s .L:..viHu .:.r.. ~he •,.1 lle.;t ·::ert.: "i .: • .; si;.i o.~hC0. 1 
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~'lu . :r. ·;n.::· o;;:,:;r. ·; ::is v::a..llc~r .-: .. ~:"-'/ ·.;i.,:es :.n ..)~... L .. ~ be .: ~lt.J .... t . ..;a l ii'or :1ia ar.J vr t-.~ .... :.1 ;:..nci c. ~G S 

:.Lo t rec~.::~. .. l e v e r !1~V~l:.0 s €en ..111.:. ·~::-~er :;.:..r~. L:.r..c .:..11 ... ae v;...~.1 l e~r \''.:er e t-~e s.i ... : .. t ea .;!1e 
o i.:.j~~ ts •• i1e v::. l i.e,;- i .3 not d cv ... . ..; rc:!:41 i!.· .. r.~:..:.~- l'J U ~t. , :.... r:i .i.s seld \)"1 ~ ~ '-' - c : · _. r~-~~-.1 -... e 
fl:....r..c$ e c.· o~ .~o ·'.; r cc·...ll l . vo...:- s :: . ..: .: ..; ..J.t:y :. .·.;to ... ubi l c s \.. n ci'lc Jirt r .Ja~s .in ~~ -C: 

·.rall t:: 1 ..:, _. v ::r. :.. 3 S .~Cl: en i.1.e ~ C iS t: ( ,· - .:.) ~ c. c ·.:;.:_ c- :-..• ur t:l:.u. Ll'~ical vflU r 'C e
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ob,joct$ -~ .-~... J.·(j :.l. .:vw ~c,~r e;~... s -:.o -.7..~...~ ~ .. - r c..;aru. ..... 1' l i .::.~J. ~ .. cud , c ~.. u l C. 41.0:; l.lis·:::.::-~ _-- 3 - l 
se~aru\:e c.lbjt;ci:;s - al l n~... s e.w ·.!€ -:' C :- c- .:· :..._ c "~ :. .. s ; - ~ v 'llcv .. r, . .::.s .ll .. c..i... .e .·loser c.~.c:..i passed 
~ .. e: .. oJ' .:J - 11 .:.. ~o 7- l ; c.. ... .:..lc,s :1:= :l ~ .:· .:_ ___ ·; e l y ... .,:: s_x (u 1 ... r s e ven ' 1 ) .:;~_ _, r<-L ~c: oc~~~ ·,.: • 
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..::>U~t.C\1 \illQ ~;4u l.l.CXt ._.n ..) ... ,~S t,!.r 6 e v J.' f~• L4r t...:. ... <.: S .• Hu l c l.:.u-~Il v ... v.L.!t; vl' tnc uOjo c.; t Se 

'1.. 1e ..lL S"Ca ~1C e betweer.. t; '1e s ec .: n.:l o.nu me f'v l l <;.•JiTJ.,S ob j €C"GS ·.n l.S be:: ·t;'..veen J~t; -~u..lf [.:.!'.J 

two-tn irds .t.;ne len..;th o f -c;he u bj vc t s. ~l..c cvrG..,;.n~ly , i1 the obje: cts "Here c:::O ' .i.n l cn.; tn , 
wr1e ai sta ~ .ce betwee~l 11 1 ta. r.ti :,~ \tV'aS ~J to ..:.0 !.'eo-t , .;lnd ;;he dis t~ .. ·.:.c o U <'~711eun .,~ a::d 
the others was between 10 and 17 fe e t. J.'Jle ui s-c~nce be t·wee11 the objec t s af'ilearea ver :,· 
::ons t;ant. fue otject;s were so clvse and a:J~ef1rea to ~ecp tt1eir f or.!lel. t;i. . ... epaoing in a 
:!&nner which indico. ted t :1ey mif;ht w:l. ve oe e n wider tow by the leadin~ O~Jeot •• .h t -:.he 
iiatance of si ting . no connection• if there v~s any, could possibly have been 
~bserved. is ~ositive ~t the objects were se~arate objects because ne was able 
to see terrain between th~m. 'Jlle f' or n a n ci id r1ot fluctua,;e in flight; the objects 
rlew very evenly and steadily. •fue last saw the objects taey were going out of 
visual rant;e on 1he horizon." 

"~.e::ather and vi s lbili at ti:i.e of observut.:on : 'Jisibility was exceptionally 
&ood. c uu see 11ar:1er e, 60 ::til es distant, a.nd could seo s t.tok:e risinG from 
saw mills at Bttrns, vr e t;vn, 7? rnil t:s c. is ~~- n"t • ~u~re \,ore a f ew scut t er t.::d clouds at 
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119 \)'-T';' ' .. • _·::.. .: .: .:.~ :i s :r:.""t.: _ _:1t lir:e :.:t ·;;:c~ r: ·.z: e s t. coor ,1j :-:.:.1 t e$ . 
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J.he 

S1;r!:l.i e;ht 
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l ine uf 
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...... 

c. is a~~ J •:- in :~5(L) :.) ~ . - ~ ( irl4,_ ~t;.i. ve: 1 , .J ~r .ia l ... o . J-¥-'375 · .:e 'l. t..S 
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co-'--ll ss i ..... neu ..... .L.s .!....:n ·-:; J~-~ --~ary 19W4., ; served ~\-c oJO r f'J S •..::1r .i s ti tl:ir t:;: (;0 ,t .... a: s . ~r \ ,J.,) , 
J.n Dal las r;v;o (~ ) .r . ..Jnt.ls v:~-C:::\ .. -) • .:'crr .:.ea .;)r:J' :;:; _ r __ , .. urth .-.... e r i .. ~·.!:! C ::> .• _ :. .•• :,· 

_sil~n-~s . ·,·;a .) at ,,.i.llow vrvve , .L·e: ..• s j l\"'D.nia , ~.:.nirtJ- \JU) "'a:-s ~erve.J at c :l~ c~~-o;..t C- .3€: 
i'or ferry ~"i .J.<.:l.arun V • .ii' ( ~) at Col u;.lbt.s , :.1nci s erv~J ~t ~o l tL.lc~s un t il : • .J_;;:..s -.; 1 ;1...;.~ . .:; 
-.ms t.4en w.i.ta l.l.:~i' (;,) t.t ~·er.1ii1~a l Isla .. d , ...,al ir.;r :-~a , ·,·;::e r e, .L .e bcca .. e 1 -::._i.J.- .J.nci 
Eers vnnc:. l of'f .:.cer. .~e was ui sc r.ar:.;~~ f r vu ·c;r1e .l'.aVJ' in JanuCA.r y 1 ~1.:..,0 l:l!.l.l..l .i.. t J~ . .::>. _._.:_. 

nolus .i:.O.va.l .~vi :.t-cor's ~cr-c:..:'ica-:;c:. loO e C-179-+; , ~l us s. se:licr ;'ilot's e.raue in i;!~e :/t.rry 
,;in(;S oi' tfic ~;avy .l~ir ab..nS~Ort ~O.It. .. U.:ld e ne also HOl US a CO::uaerciu. l l ic t:LS€ 1 Si:l _ _le 
anci .'nul -ci-enC;)lne 1 a.r.d i' l i e-·il t i.ns true tor's r a. t •. Llc:_;-3 . .tJ is fl i ~l1i i.. i 1.1c b<.. _;;;l.n in 19 jL~ :::. :.c... 
n ow to-c;als ove r 5000 n vurs, of wnich ti. .. e l j00 nours v:ere i n t ete 0~ite.:i .;j-c:.:.. -ces . . avy . 
3._ .. ,LL s ec ur ed a ~rivate l ice~.s e :.n 19.35 , u trans fiOrt l ic e:~se in 19j7, a c o.::u .. erc i..:. l t' ~l.)t ' s 
l i~e.-..se in 19jS, u.nci was r e-issuea C0u~erci:,. l pil o t 's lico:1s e i u 19--Z . .· r -:.~:. - a!'c .. ::. , _,;:!.. 
·uo Se.-ce:., ber 19-1-3 11e r4-as a f li .... n-c ins"\#r uctor f ur the Ar1ay i1.ir .r'urce ( t:i ve ... t· l.~::s ~s 
_. rL:.ary in~ ;r:.lc tor at Lan~aster, ~n lii'ornla) .Fr o .. a .;)e_.te:nber l 1~j to Ju .. uar y 191i . . :.e r' :ew 
.::ro tile .:i ".J._2e r l ur · ... i l ...;0 .:.~ a:::.y of CF!lifo rnia • .:iin~e 1 ·~ ::a.s b t::~n Vice J.rE.:s ~ l~!! \: 

vf t h e ~-0~·9..1 . ... e~ro l eu::t ...;o :1_ c. ny of Callforr.ia, Lon£; .5each , a. concer n i!: ·, rnic!l i1e ~r.a nis 
r elatl :-r:s v'.m a ll of trte stock; r1e also i s ;art cwner of three (,j v t!H~ r oil ~r oa..Jc -'. r:t; 
concerns in ..) 0\.!"t.tle r n ...;u l:..r·or l:ia.. . arri ed tl..nd i1us "'l.i" r ec (j) Ct. il .J r6n . . ~ n...t.s 
a .SJ a nd!}_., de L_ r e c. fro:J. tile t;:>.iv ers :t;)r of So 11 t !1e rn Cal if'orr.io. ; i:e :also had t wo (c:::) :-eu.r s 
of l cl.V/ a. ·~ wl~ l,;ni v~rslt~r 01· ~OU\;;H;rn ~alii'orr~a . is .=.::.rity { ju) . ears C;t' -~e , 
~u t &,:>pears to n!ive a bac.l;r~·und of ex_~ erlence few lilen i1is ac...e J? Osse s s . ..e i s be
li eved to be conservative, s i nc ere, absol ute l y rel i able, and very c ompetent." 
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UNCLASS\f\EO 

1/lt.l' ta Hq, ~C, ~PAYB, D~OD, Ohio t.o CO, MC.J. ~•ubJ•ct.a i'rojecrt "Grud.:e" 
AUf1'1•\ 31 1949 

000.92 

• Air p·orcet :Mlur~ dge 
:.S.aas. 

TJ: .;<;. 

' 

• • • . . , .. , 0 .. .,.. : ... r•r f . ,.. 

.. ..... 1" .. ~.1 

•' ,l I 

' ' "" '' .... ) .... 

1. In ac~or\!&n\!~ •·1 t.~ basic co'"K'm,;:l.'lc&t.l on, t. he !ollo; i.r~ eo. .~-.. eht,o ct 
Dr. J. ;. .• ;>eoplec:, .Jr., ~hie!, ·rerreat,tial Sciez-.ce Laborst,<~ r.:,r, an? t.r ~ ... ~ ·.
r.:.it.ted ior your intortri&t .. 1u•U tt(A) l'rOtil r.tY c .. '>;ita..ct .,.lth .:.r. 0.oore iu t :Je 
dnfl:lOjl :~ar.t ot .·onst..ant lev~l iJ<Jlloc.r•:t .1 ;(r.~c~.-. cd11 to t··• a carfl~ul oh~htr·v~r. 
BeOAUB~ he has l')Qft:l t·l,yint:; :.ucn b~lloone, t.h.; poa:s1bU1ty ot ti;'J•·4 rt:,,.c;rt-~ 
Of Uni~en"lJ..'ied Obj~..Ct-8 h!inb d UO to b.l llOOra.:J h.ad \,t., .,n ti18CU8DtliJ rlth hi:t~ 

•• nll •~ t.h~ ob0 crvat!o:·.al '\t-thode Which l:toul~: Tlel.J a :JtuAL&•n~ a·l¥ltUl L o.f 
1n!or~4t.1 on. Hi" rf". oort. 1• t.l!.e t,G!Jt. evl.u t~r.oa i,.ha t. I t.av ~ lf'\1.' :' t.oo \. L.!l e 

~ 

phono:~enon !.u r~Ql. ( H) Go:1Ce r n1;-.~~ t. :"le c~· ~~'rvat! ona o f ~~r. ··:twll, ti:;s o c.\.l.y 

• 

~o•=ible «!~~;;lanat.ion is '-l•nt. t h 'J obj a::: t. • ·a! & ~t~in ot ;ncte~.; rcl<J :-·l :: .u.i ~_, ,, l. lo<".· ~·.3. 
'I'h1a eJt.pl ~uAti en j • nr.1 tar r P-tct.c.~ bftcau~~t~ t,;.l! b<~ llGo.n~ · .. ~~' :Li :.: ~ ~ t r ..;;~~ 
out. i 't.at, CO\.lld UO't, h•vo ~>~P.n ClU.'-t to &n1 f~ rr~IJl.fiU :!ciel,C8 1.-a::.or.n. ~u.f"~ ~~ 1 

act.1v1tloa. {C) I c&n otter nc logi.o&l ex_;JlAtU£t.lgn tor t.;.a iJilenaB4!nvn. .L 
believe t..'la\ in both e{J.JJ ···a fiOi'". ~rd:-~~ r•al.· ,.."". •~f!n." 

t.f anJ1·urt.:.er intorMtion 1.• dt~~a.lrCI\l cor)Ca : &J.n;;; t:~!.s ;-.ro : ~t, .tv~r 
will receive 1..~-;.~i&t.e Gt.tt!tlt.loli an~ coo,;nr•tt f.. on ~I Lhift at...:...~.ton. 

3 Incla 
D/c 

··rr - · ·· ,. · · ... . · r· t • .. ~· , 

,~ •••• '"·' '- · ... • •• ) .... . .I 

~biei', j:l'.lne aa.J ~I:.o rot.lons ~: (!<:tiou 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 
• 

~ir ector'' t,e 
Ceo~,; ·1 .o1 c:al 7l e~ 'it 

. 
~or 

l'Ch 

DOWNGRADED .·\'~ · >: '" ! ~ ·. :~ !~TERVALS; 
J)JDCLAi.SIFIBD .-\ t ' l'r~ R 12 YEARS. 

l).QU. DIR 6200.10 
~ ... ___ ..... -. ---··- .. . .... . ... . . -.. "" -I'' .. ... _....~~.t/ .. . ... . . . . . 
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r£~t;,c 2 Ir """i rl er: t • J~ . ., .,.._, - ~ · 

Anceloa, California 

P.ri.ate Pilot o•er ,,ooo houra (1300 ~~vy) 
L• J& 1."1 uJ £ • .:o. (inactive) 

; ... ··-·er+r. ,J:" Tr. tr . .,..r,... t~r )"Ql -~ · - ("1 t "' :.,... . ... ~; l' nr:~"P, ... ~ C " ,,.. . Jlt. ,..,'l-• n • 
... j •• • • • • , .. • • • •. • 0 ' [: · _ o - - - ' ..J - · - .. t- - u ~ . .. , t. ••• u L.a . .. ... ~. · • _ 

:,C:sto '!"V~r ( ~ :: ~ .. ;t,.,eara oonaorw.l;.ive, a .i.. IIct;tre, absolu t ely r•lia ble &n'-' 
o Oz:l!J• ._on t • 

f~l.~ '.h.:'I"-: .,\,;,_ -'\..1::.": 0 •vn Friday, 27 ··•Y 1949, 

'Very 

i.oa Angelh, C&litornia, waa flying hie 1Jrivately ~NJ•type aircraft tro:n 
.. \eci Blutt, California, to Burna, '->regan. Jie departecl AeCl Blutt at lj}2 boura f' . S . o.i'• 
an<i arrived at Burna at 14'~ houra ....... s.l'. At 1L.25 houra, same ci&te, s o ~ei~ observ6-d tho 
aun ret'leot,inc ~n· an objeot, or objeota, at a oonaiderable diatanoe &h a.nu a t'ow 
points to the atarboard. ile oontinued to watch the oourae taken by the retlec ti:as 
naaterial• expeoting it t.o ma~r1al1ae into a oonventi ::~nal airoru't u -;he dia t&~Lce 
leaaonod between him and t he objeot or object•• .~a t;hs CJbjeota re~c.n.ed the lon~; blu.t'fa 
(ahown on the Doiae ( V-2) ·"-•ronautioal Char't as i'•rt k.ountain) whioh run for a nu:uoer 
milea alonr, the eaat aicle ot aome dry la.kee (Swar!lp, Flacataft • C•Ul£lbell •ocl Stone 
~crral lakea) • he obaerwe<l that inate&cl ot a ein~le objeot t,here were aeveral whioh 

0 

aeomeci to be t'l:,ring in torm• t ion. At thia point the objoote a ppeared to have ci~Mngod 

their oourae eo that they parallelints hie oourae ai¥1 were toll owing tile bluffs' 
rim at about 1000 to 1!)00 tMt al ti woe at a dia ~ noe whioh he •• tlwa t. "' & 

to have been 5•1/2 to 7•1/2 milee. oertain that it ooulci not have been ••··.f&r 
aa ten (10) ailea aiDGe the blutta were leea thaD (10) W.loa away ana he oould aeC) 
~· obJeota outl a,ainlt tbe blutta." 

~. lhe objeo ta aaw are deaoribed by h~ aa followaa . 

•s1ae ot each ob eota Cou1clerably ••ller thaD a i'ighter plane, probably lese 
ihaA 20 in 4int; tile a ot the 1epa.ra te objeota a~ reel to be the aame in aia e • . , , ., 

~ Shape ot objeotaa there no break in the outline. ia oertain he would 
A&•• reoot,;ni&

5tiu coiiveoti aircraft. iliey a aolid conti~uratio an<l no tru• t 
thiotnNI • lhey were elon&& Mel oval• perbap8 twia. aa lont; ae tlliolc. poinot;a out 
he ob8erwecl the objMtl tram an • trom. abow and ooulcl not ••Uy eai:i te their 
t.hi ••• l.hey ooulci po•albly haft beeD •u • and ooul oonoeiftbly haft been 
perteotl;y oval. ~· objeot8 detiDitel)" eolicl objeota • tnere •• notni.Dg 
ether•l about th•• 

S or vb eo ta' 1a oont14ut they ..re tra weliq at leae t •• tu t aa hi a 
Ollll p c:: ~ • a 1ail wi.Dd ot 15 to lS ..a'H and t.be objeo te 
~eretore han boen doiJIC oyer 230 Uffi air apeecl. 2he objeota • travel1Dg eoutb/ 
80\1~"• oppoai te to oow-ae. (.;aloula t1J2C the apeecl of the objeo ta, aevera.l 
41tterent •aya fro• tbe aota at hAnd• the •peed ot the objeot. n.riea be 190 ~ 

l 
I 

• • 

260 K?H. S.i:i.L.L oonolu4o4 at the time ot obeern.tion that he oould not poaai'bly have turno4 
aro\llld oaugh t up wl th the objeote. ~•Y were detini tely travel in& faa ter than 
a goup of t~ircia, •net a lower than jet plane•. ~o 1 of aa1oke or exhauet -. obaerved. 
tM aj~eecl ol the objeota a,p-.recl to be atead.l~\f~ 

. ~5~\r 
M~ 0 .. 

0 

I 

t 
0 

• 
0 

• • 
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.arrai11 elu..a ~i ... ~ na, ~ogula ti.o_n, I oto. in a;,r«!.~. s~~~L tlew • t 9000. ·~:sL wh.loh 
waa tetween GOGOI &l~ ' vuO a bov. ~rrain• ~urfnc muat ot t he pl•ne. ~war4a tne 

ot al[ht~ whu. hacl begUD to oome he waaalcnoat on a loyel with them 1: 
altitude.• 

• 

" '('he ftllcy ~r"uch whloh tl aorth, aud the objeou t 1 .. a&J u ~1, ia t•t'ug.n: 
12 m!.lee wide. :the floor ot ~he valley ia be en 4ooo 1 tO 5000 • in elen tion. n1e 
eaat alcie ot t he valley it doJR11l•ted 'by Hart .•. owltain (OOC!O' tn elen. tl ~:l)e Iia:~·t 
.Joun ta1n s ta.nds on CUl elont.a tecl ol ut t, which haa an al1ilOI e neer drop of around 
1000 1 • £!le bl\.:/t, a r..cl a.ll the t.orr&in, &£>&inat which ••·• objeo~a it ~ui to dark 
in color. ~• objeota stood ou~ in oonu-ut to the dark color. :Q-.e objeota ap~Nrecl 
to M .. ,,...,.~n·~ ~• tal." . 

" ~lL !t rilll tn. blult on the eaat aicie of the valley 1• about 7000 1 in elo,a t..t un. 
Yrv:'~ '?.;· • .. f'e sG.w 1;ho o bjoo ta (at 9000 1 eleva t1on) ~hey wore rou~hly in llns .r.:.. ,.1 

~·rim or the blutt (70VO')• 4aau~in& the objeote were one (1) to ~~reo (~) miloa 
awara from the blut't•ri:A1 ther. probably tl~ at about. 8000 1 ~.L. aJ¥1 about 
}.500' above tne valley floor. • 

•D\e w.lley wher aigh the objeota ia l _t.&raely popula \;MJ howTOr • ~ere 
are a n\1111ber ot rt.r.cnea • more than are indica ted on the Boi~ e ( V~) heron• 
a.ut1oal Chart. lievea that it pereone living in the valley were queu t icned., 
ohancoa are aeveral m1£;ht be foun;J wno aaw the objeota tro:n the &round. h&a 
tlown thr~ugh thi1 valley ¢a~ timoa 1n going betwe~n Calitorn1a and ~regon &r~ doea 
not recall ever h&vl ng •••n •no ther a i rplane in the nlley where he aightod the 
obJV~.::'d• me 't"&lley ia not & oo~orcial airway ro\lte, and 1a aaldom uaed by private 
planea. does not reoall over aeel:li any a~tomobilea on the dirfJ roacia in ~ 
vall•Y• ahQwn •• auoh on the Boise (V~) aootion Aero tical Cnart.w 

•xu:r~ber and tor:nati ~n of ob eotaa At the besinninc ot obaenu.tion. when t h e 
object• were a ew t7eea 1;0 o IU~r ot deacl abeacl, ooul.d not dietinr;uish 
aeparate objeo1a - all AG aaw were retleoti oDaJ however, && he c~1e oloae~ and passed 
,;~l.em by S•l/~ to 7·1/2 ci he clefinitel:r aaw aiz {6) or aeven \1) ae~·arate obj eu-ca. 
to be on the aaLte a.lde • J~a. to a wi tih poa1 tiYen••• th&t th.ere wc.re no lea a 'than 
five (.5) object• ar.d no Qore than ( ~) e~t;llte • 

• ~· Dbje cts were al'ftya in tile tormaUon (one behl.ad tho other) and t here 
a e<l to be no change in al t1 tudo of ~he formation. :.:he a ; a.oe between the lead 
obJeo ·t end lilie r.ext ~D@ wa.a t.~ee or fuur ~iM•• 1;he len~th ol' one of the objeota. 
the 4.iata~e betwHn t;he aec-..: ncl the following objeota was between one•iw.lt e.nd 
two•tnir<ia the l•n,sth ot ~he ~bj6ota. Aocc.~rclintl1', if 1;he obj~ots were 20' in l unb t.n, 
the ciiatauoe between 111 and UC. waa 6o to SO feet. and the diatanoe be en ..,~ and 
the othera a between 10 and 17 t•eet. ~. cli8T.&&ae between the o~jeo~ app eel vory 
oou ant. 1he objeo ta were ao oloae and a~peared. to keep their tori..'l& tiuu apao1q in a 
manner whioh illdiaatecl the,r .. i,ht h& .been "drier ww by tile leaclin& o~Jeo ..... at the 
cliateaoe ot ai , DO oonneo'tioDS; it there any. oould l'oaeibly haY• bea 
obaernd. 1• iJOii tive th&1i U\e objeota were ••t~a.r&te objeota beoauae he able 
• aee ttarrain be eD thea. ihe t tioD did not tluot\a~ in tlightJ the o·ojeota 
fl• ~•17 eYenly ami ataclily. allh laat aaw the objeota 'Ul•J' were ~oiD& out ol 
ril ual on ibe bor iaon. • 

8 fieather ancl 'Viaib111 at ti.me of obaertationa V1aibil1 ty •• exoep ly 
coo4. aM naruey , •• atant• •n4 oould aee amoke riaing trom t 
••• aill1 at Burna, vre~oA, ''fj mil~• aiatiLJll • Ihere were a t acatterec1 olouda at 

• • 

• ....-r:r ,:;·- ··-- _ _,~ r.··---· ..,.·· -. 
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....... ~_... - I .1, .. - . 
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IJNCLAS51FIEO 
be tween 14,000' a ad lS ,000' • l'he na ther Npor t at the t1rae 1nd1oa ted 11 IO& ttared 
olau4a at 1g,ooo••. Ihe air ver, amuoth ormally the air in tne area 11 lidlt 
to zdldly turbu.lent. nte aun wa1 weat ot." that i1 ~lane wa1 be ·tweon tbe 
sun tu¥i obJeot.." . 

11 Looa ·~ion of s i ;-:4"'l tin•.. ~ bjco .. sa ( ~~.rcr w i~ oiso ( lr~ ~cot!. onal il..erons.uti c~l Gl~u.rt) • 
~ :.. ~ t .I,ta O~li. :.;i.Jll \il;:.\!1~ C:JjOCJ ..;$ .~~rCJ i':ra"t; S.it~ht-Od W4L8 ~.-27 1 1~, li~o:0°·•• .a:hls pu.i..l .t '".i¥i4$ 

oo.apu lieu i'rora t1e known ~round •~eed "t'..i -vhe oe ~lz.ill · ... ed ·l.J.;:1e in ~rnl .clur1n6 whioh .; .; . ·!•L 
o'b3ei'Vttd the objea-:;a, l'his oaltivn could iJOe~ibly be a.o .::-.ucl~ a.s five (~· ) ;a.l.ltta .;~ , ; 
of tno position ~.i.ven. looation when objects left nil viaual rt"Ant;o was L~"~'U• 
ll9GL•9'•'• .;,:lw~ !'lc.w in a a~rv.l~ht line btl~6n "bae coordinatos. 

Location of objcota ti'l~en tirat ~baervcd.a L~~j3'B• 119°43'••• 
Location of ~ojec~s w.r.en .La.a~ se~n• ~~;.;:~'il, 119"4:i'u• 
tile objeota ta;Acle a alitht ooanbe ot course from quarteri.n~ .. o parallall ng J :.::.'.LL'I 

1 iinie;h.t line ot tli&h t." 

o. 1a a Lt JG in A~(L) L...,l.J•i (lz.ct.A.ve), ~eri .. l he was 
OO&.'l:4iaai t~na .q;n 5 JtAnuary 1944, . IVTK at ~orpua Chria ti thirty (;).)) O.Ell'• 1\ V ( '!), 
in lJ&llaa two (ti) .II&~lltha y-~~( .. r) • ...;_.,l.. ... [. l'el'rie<i al\Jta !'rom ;.crt.'l ~~:!CricM Oelr:li. .. t:.!::f 

planta. waa a" u:i.llow Grove, J:·e:.:.aylft.Lia• thirty {jO) ~aya served at ohook•ou t lJ.,.ses 
tor ferry ~qwadron v~w'(ir:?j at Coll.l:llbus, and aerve<i at Colwubu.a until .aub~a'V l~~ . ..... e 
'W.I t;~en witb VrJt' (j) il.t 4~erJiinal lcll~..d. ~alifornia, w;&ere 1 ~• beCL--ue lt~ eai d.:aci 
peraonoel ott J.oer, l~e waa d.l.ao!:ar~tt~ frwu the :-.avy in January 19L.6 ~nd Lt JG. 
bolcia Nanl .n.via~or'• Ciertifioate • plua a aenior pilot'• ~a.de in ""c;t\e iQrry 
••in&a ot tile Uavy Air lr11.naport Com.uet,t!de ue alao hold.a a oommeroial li'lca~e, si~t;. :le 

•u~ci J'Uult1-e~ine, and flit)lt i~truooor'• ratinL•• uia t'li61t ti.L1o beL-an in 19j~ !it"ll 
now total• over 5JOO h\Jurs, of Wil.ioh tL-:1• l>JO houra were in the U::lited ~'tiul;ea lu;.v..:r • 
s:. i:.l.L.t aeourecl a ;rivate lioenae lA 1935. a ~ranaiJort lice:n1e in 19j7, a oo:.~merc.i f~l vilot'• 
licenae in li)jS, ~rai ..,.. re•ia• u.a ou&~l:'ileroi•l pilot' a li oouso in 19Lt5. &·roo . .a.ren l·;;~ 
to Setitomber 194' he •u• a tliL>h~ inatruotor tur the A.rwy Air toroe (fi·•;e ruCJn tha as 
primary in~ 'true tor &t o&l~cr, ,.;alif'orni&) .fr~ ~e ... ~ember l :J4j to JanUAry 19.:.J.4 i'"e flew 
fro tiw .;-;tlperlor ~w- ll ~om.1--any of Calit•ornia. ~inoo lSl,O has been Yioo fr~aui4Su t 
of the {\.oyal l--'e ~oleum .;o!ll_i-~&ey ot Ct1lltorr.ia• Lo~ ~O&ch• a conoorn in whloh he ~u~ ilia 
rol&t.i1~na own &1.11 r:>t the •tuOkJ he &leo ie ~Art owner ol thr.ce (j} o t her oil :-roa-..:c i n;; 
oou•n• in Jout.hern ~alii·ornia. ~ ..... ~ ia urried end ha.a three (.~) C11ildron. L:o f11iS 
• £,~ ax-:.d ~ Oecreo ~rem ~le Uu.l.vcrs.t~r or .:)o u~lcrn ~alii' rLiaJ he a.lso hau \';'KO ( .;: } : ·n:::.ra 
of lu.s- at the \Jr..iv~raity or .;o\A~aern "'alit'ornia. a W;ri t y {30 ) ~ ea.ra u: li. _e, 
b\1 t a~p~• to htA.vo a 'lAl.uJ;i:>ruwui ot ex41 crie.:1oe £ew L.er. r,J.a :1~e ~. os&e&£. .~c i(i be
li~ved to be oonacrvatiYe• alncere. abaolu~ely reliable, and very oo~pete~t." 
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2. Exact Time (loeal) 
( J F~ c i 1:\ I. ••• I 

I....) . _. l 

3. Place ~r Observation 1.,2.o 27 ' ~~. }rut 12o«>w &nd .42"41' l~Cir;b. ll9Cj L$)' i.ee t 
(Gou~•rn urecon) 

4. Position of ·OblerYer ' ir. sl;.;r Lirc.rLft, C:,oure6 ~~i: & t 9,()0C .fe-6-., &. \. 2.12. w-1.;' 

5• What attracted. attent1o~1W~ject ._tleotion or iuo on objeet · 
~ 

6. }!umber ot' object• 5 to s ill tile tona t inter-.! ot 3 to 4 times lezagth or 
' obj•ct tor tirat objeot. balance a t l/2 to fl./} lemct.h ot• ebject. 

7 • Appa.rent si&e &-.l.ler than rip1Ar z. la'Ae eati• tad aa prQb&bly l••• ~· ceo• in 
lang 'till. 

S. Color ot object Like unpe.in._d •t&l. . 

9• Shape tiel ow.l er roUJJcl (len.cth tc wicith rs. tlo 2Jl, len&t."l to ~c t.ai okn••• ra 
:1. · . 

• 

11. Direction from observer l.orth _..
8 

';; . 

12. Distance f r om observer .5-l/~ ~ 

l}. Direction of fli&ht ~r ebjeet(s) 

14. Time in fiisht 

15 • Speed ~ t l•at 2 ;;o l!Fil ~oba.bly 19078 ~C' £P!t) 
16. Sound and odor 

17. Trail 

1g. Luminosity -.tl•t•d. 

19. Prtjeot ions 

• 

• 

21. Manner o t disappearance P&at out ot .Uu&l r&Jl.le 

22. Effect on Clouds 

Addit1on&i info-rmation concernirlg object 

• 

• 

24. Weo.thor Conditions ~oa-ttered olouea &t 14,000 ~ 1~.000 fee t . 

(over) 

....,.J 
r •. -

} 1 r 
I " , ,. ---· ........_,. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 
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INCIDENT NO . 392 

1. Date of Observation 27 f:Ay 1949 Date of Interview 

2. Exact Time (local) 1~5 

Place of Observation Between ~0 27 1 l:orth 120~{ und ~0 41 t l 'orth 119° L~'' 
. Southern Oregon 

4. Position of observer ~" i r, SNJ ~ircru.ft, course l~'lr;.;; at ~JOOO ft \l i th 
w1.r:cl Qt 212 ~J~Pl! air~peou 

5. · ·~;hat attra cted attention to object ~ \~ f lectioL o t sun or, ob j ect 

1~-ld -·~ -1:-: : !).il -

6. l'Iumber of objects 5 to o in f ile for:.;a tior.. at lntl.: rvu.l of 1 to ~/t i~u s la !'.:'"Ct: of 
object for first obj~ ·:: t, t>alanoe at 1 ,12 to c: 3 lenr;t h oi' ooject 

Apparent ~ize Smlo\ller t r.a.n fi~htor plo.r~e estimated as pr vb:\bly l o ss tLu. :- 20 ' ln lar~th 

S. Color of object Like unpainted metal 

Shape Elor·~·a' ;ed oval or rou!ld, len~.:th to width ratio 2•1• l e nGth to thio}:lir:J ss ratio 
5al 

10. t itude 7$00-t.;OOO' HSL 3500 above terrain 

Direction from observe r northeast 

Distance from observe r 5 1/2 to 1 1/2 miles 

13. Direction of flight of object(s) SSV/ 
• 

15. Speed .-~t least 2,0 MPH (probably 190 to 26o !JPl!) 

16. Sound and odor 
• • 

17. Trail None noticed • 

18. Luminosity Reflected 

19. Projections ' 

20. Maneuvers No ohan~e in altitude levol etea~ flight 

21. Manner of disappoaranoo Passed out or visual range 

22. Effect on Clouds 

23. Additional information concerning objoct 

24. Weo.thor Conditions Soatterecl olouda at 14,000 -to 18,000 tt 

• 
{over) 

• 

f 

• 

• 

• 

l 
• 
' • • 
I 
I 

I 

• 



• 

• 

I 
• 

• 

• 

Pa.go 2 

r.iaoo and address of observer 

Oc cupution and hobbies: 

, 
I 

I • 

Inoidont 

• 

Loa Angeles, 
Califorr.ia 

Private pilot, Lt (j~) irl USJH~ ( ir.aotive) 

Cornm~nts of Interrogator rclutivo te intolliguncu and characte r of observcr(s) 1 

.A;.-peo.ra conaarvo.tiva, sincere, absolutely · rolie..ble, a:A.nd vury competent 

• 

• 

' • r-rARP..A Ti v ~ su1:m:um Y a 
On Friday, 'Z7 : ay 1949, , Los ~Lne;e lea, 

c~1lifornia, was flying his vutely owned SNJ-type a craft from Red Blu!'t', Ca l ii'ornia, 
to Burna, Oregon. He departod Red Bluff at 1332 ra P.s.T. and arrived at Burns at 
l45o hours P.S.T. At 1425 hours, samu Uo.te, observed the ann ro!'lecting on an 
object, or objects, at a conaidorablt· distance <.i &l!d a few points to the starboard. 
He oontinuud to watch tho course taken by the reflecting mattJ rial, expootine it to 
matnriali&e into a conventional aircraft as thtt dintance leasencd be'tY,reon hir.1 and the 
object or objects. As the objects reach~d tha lon~ bluffs (shown on the aoise (V-2) 
Avronautioul ChArt as l!art llountain) whioh run tor a number of miles along tho east 
aide of soma dry lakea (Swarup, Flal~staft, Campbell and sto11o Corral Laka s), he observed 
that instead or a s~le object t l1ure were sevtJ r dl which aattmed to bo flying in forma
tion. At thia po int the objeots appeared to have changed their courso ao that tr!oy 
were parallelin;:; his course and were followin~ the bluffs 1 so that they wer<:t parallel-

• course and were tollowilli; the bluffs' rim at about 1000 to 1500 feet be low 
altitude at a diatMnoe which he estimates to have been 5-1/2 to 7-1/2 milas. 
certain that t could r1ot have baen aa far aa ten (10) m1los ·since the bluffa 

were lese than ten (10 milea away and he could see the objects outli1:ed ag&inst the 
blutts.• · 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• , 

I 

• 

I 
' I • 
I • 
' 
' 

• 

I 
I 
I 

' I 



,... It lttl 41) 

N••ar all e.• •••ta ceaaecatl•oiJ'. 

• 

are lnlllaa. of •ldator ••• t1plal, telephone 
na•hr aa• lentlon to rl•ht of alpalaro. 

u ....... ,. ....... , .......... h ...... . 

Note wanla• alpal at lower left of for• • 
... alftlft• •Pan I• ••fR~Ient onl1 for 
pniNr •pacln• of t,.pewriUen •••••tan. Separate ....... a. '' horlaonlal lla" acra•• p•••· 

IUIJICt 

TO 

Pro jec;t 
/ 

MCRR7 
MCREOA 
HCR:-~XD 
UCR:~EO 

Grud0e 306-392 

NOM HC I AXS 
l~ ~ ~ - - - r . -~ . l , ·: Itt., , . It· . 

• , ... ~ ~ . . • t ... 1 : . .. ).... ,. .. .. -·· . . 
DAft 21 Jul 4 9 COMMINJ NO. 1 

• 
• 

1. This office is c~~rently cngne ed in the investicntion a~d study 
of nll reported unidenti f ied aer~al pheno1nena. Under nu.thori t y con ta.lned 
in po.ra~raph No. 4 of Technical Ins true tion 2185 Addendum 3, this Colr..!-::n.nd, 
dated 11 February 1948 the assistance and cooperation of your of'fice is 
requested. 

2. The inclosed information regarding the sightine of unidentified 
aerial objects in the vicinities of Arrey, New 1-Iexico and Southern Oregon 
is forwarded for your review and comr.1ent as t o pos s ible ori~in and/or 
identification of these ob jects • 

• 

• 

3. In view 
quested action on 
special attention 

of the source of these reports Headquarters U~~F , naD re-
thi s matter be expedited and t hat both incidents 
in an effort to obtain a logical expl e.na"tion. 

ba Give 

4. It is 
mated date your 

3 !nels 

desired this 
conunents can 

1. Cy of Statement 
2. Guide to InvestiGation 
3. Incident Su:wnary 392 

office be advised b y telephone of t h e esti
be exnec ted. . -

R CLI' .TQ •. ,. 1 . • 1\1T 
• _ 0 .1. '4 r,!, L~d • ..r~ .1.,. 

Colonel, USAF 
Chief, Analysis Division 
Intelligence Depart!!.tent 

~\ 
G. ·n; r .:_ rnr 
6-6308 
Post 219B 
3l d0 288 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
• 

I 

• 

• ........ ; . ....... ~. 

• 

U~!Cl_!'.£StF\ED • 

.,.. .... _ -· 

Wf·0.30 AN 41 2 .. M 

• 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

! 

• 

• 



,. 
ROUTll~·G AND F 

•• thl1 form ror lnter-ofllce corre1pondenee 
ltt.ln headquarten. 

••ber all comments eon•ecatlnl,. 
. ..... - - -· .. ... . -· ·-·- . . ·--··· 

~RD tm-f~., .. ~ .. 
'(' ' "" \ ..... ~"\~ ... f:• . • •• ·-u.. aatho~liea-' ~t'"' i1mhols to desl•nate 

acldrn1or and addresttH. 

• 

• 

. MA-~RIEL COMMAND 
Place Initial• of dictator anoa trpl1t. telephone 
na•ber and location to rll'ht of t~la' 1ture. 

•• entire width of "heet, both 1idH. 

Note wamlnl' •hrnal at lower left of forM. 
Re•alala~r apace 1a aufticlenl only for 
proper spaclnl' of t1pewritten tlil'natare. Separate com menh b1 horlaontal line" aero"" Pal'•· 

IUIJICT 

TO 

Pro.ect 

MCIAXS 
. . -.. 

• "'!' \ ... . . 
• 

• 

.. . . . . . ....... 

Grud.r;~ (~·;6-~g2 -) • 

2 
.... -

~~RRXO ----·=; - - ·--· 1 Aup; 49 DATI COMMENT NO. • 

• 

• 
• • 

1. In the analysis of the data presented, thf' first question ~ ~~H~t 
must be answered - "Did the obsel"Vers actually perceive t he objects r:11ich 
they · describe through their physical sensing or3ans or were they creac ed 

. ·· wl thin the observer, i.e. noise?" The objects have btien seen simul tan 
eously by several observers and certain common characteristics described. 
This .is irrefutable evidence and it nrust . be recognized that the objects 
which the observers reported were real and perceived from stimuli r eceive 
from outside the observer. 

. . 2. 
brought 

- . 
• . 

Now let· us examine the 
out by the observers? 

testimony. 

• • 

What are toe firm facts 
• . 

• 

• 

a. The object had con~rast with the sky by virtue either of 
a high albedo or radiation eminatine fron its surface • 

• • .b. The object was moving relative to the observer. The speed 
at which the objects were moving cannot ·be establ.ished to any de r;re e be
cause of the lack of range information.. ,,-fuether it was moving with t he 
air mass or not is not certain. Sh~ll observed tl1e object to be moving 
retrograde to his O\"'v'tl vehicle at an estimated 230 mph airspeed but with
out definite range measurement, very little can be made from this ~ art of 
the observation. Bright objects appear to be lar.::er when v :!..ewed a t a 
distance. Consequently one could assume any nur.tber of situation ~ ·:1hich 
would physically satisfy the condltions describe d b~r the observer, i • . e . 
the object could be at rest in the air mass; when viewed f orward of the 
athwart ship axis, the object would appear lar~e because of bein~ a bri ~h 
object at a distance in a free field, as t h e object cane closer, i t s s ize 
would appear in truer pers? ective and to the rear of the athwart sh ip 
axis, the ob.ject would again appear to be lar3er. rrhis wonld c; ive ~~~c 
impression of great distance and consequently ~eat s peed for a ~iv en 
angular rate. In the case of the p;round observer, the an -:-ular r ate wa s 
equivalent of the anticipated motion of the air mass but of a different 
direction. Variation in altitude could account for this different direc
tion of air mass; consequently , it cannot be definitely established that 
the bodies.observed were not movin~ with the air mass, and on the other 

____ hand, it cannot be proved that they were. Therefore, all we can conclude 
was the object moved .. relative to the observer at an unlmo\m speed •. . .. .. . . .... - - .... .. · . ,, . . ·, • • 

• • • \ • j • •• • • • • • • .. • • • 

·· c. Con:t'i'gurat:i.on: Elongate·a - oval; a solid of' revolution • 
. These . seem to be a common obse~vation. . . , . .. 

• ..1' •• ' , J ... .. .., I • I ._- •.. • • •' • • .,t - •' • • .# • 

. . . ' . 
. . -• • • 

I • 

. . . . - . • • ' • • .. . ... • 

~ ." .d.:.:· s.i'z~= ... ·. ~d-et~~ite · _ . · ~ -. : · . :.: ~· : ·.-:·;·: · ·.· .. 
... - ... . 1).• :, .. .. . · . . 

• • 
• • • • ·\ ' .. . . ' . . 

• 

. ·~ . . . 
·· · .· .e.- Altitude: Shell reporte'd what· can be considered a reliable 

observation of beneath ·the level of his own vehJ..cle which was at 9000 ft. 
above mean sea level and hdo.E:f"t ·o .500@··.- rt: ~ iiljov-t~the terrain. 

----~·· --~-------~----
• 

. . ' . . 
Tlalt f•ew ,.IIICH AMC ferw No. 10-3, wltich will 
1M .... :~ ""til stocks .. .... :1 •r• exhauated. 

' I 



• ....... t . ~ ~ h .; ..; • '• ~ If .~ ··'! , ~ ... .. -- . . .. . .. ·-· -- ..... ·- --- ... .. -· -·-·- . -.. .....,.. 
' . I 

~ 
• • 

• 
' ' . . 

., • • I •• • • • • 
' 

.. ' • 
. . DATI . ... . . . . . . NO. 

• • 

. . .. ' . . . . . 
· ·. ·r-.. · 'Geographic: , is to be not e<.l tha t t he loc.al of the s e two i 

observations was ·in the semi-des ert waste l ands of Western u. s., in · ~ 

" 

• 
• 

general, a.region of low surface earth conductivity and low humidi t y and 
sharp changes in the ·refractive index of li~ht and temperature near the 
surface of the earth and high thei•mal .current in t he air mass • 

3· 
manifest 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Let us consider the objects and phenomena. which inluibit ate or 
themselves in the at171.osphere n ear the surface of t he ear t h • 

• • 

a. Natural: Animal Life • 

• 

• • 

• 

b • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• . . 

• 

• 

birds 
bugs 

• 

• 

Physical Disturbances 
• 

I 

Particles - dust - water vapor 
Optical Anomalies 
En~r.gy Exchanges 

• 

Airborn Vehicles 

• 

• 
• 

Conventional 
Non-conventional 

• • • • 

and let us discuss each of the . items: 
• • 

• 

(1) Of the animal life that can make itself airborn, only 
two general classes need be considered - b irds and bugs. 3Qth of these 
can propel themselves in the atmosphere and have been r eported f ound at 
high altitudes probably as a result o~ the vertical mQt ion of air masse s 
and not of their ovm locomotion. That these animals could ~ive t he con-. . -
fi guration and albedo reported b y the observers is poss ible . Swar r.ts of 
bus s are lmo\m to make mass migrations and are believed to be re sponsibl e 
for the "angels" sometimes seen on Radar presentations. The arbitrar y 
weighing given to the plausibility of the ob jects report ed being an i mal 
life is one-tenth, wh~re unity is defined as certainty . 

• 
• . 

· · . ( 2) Physical disturbances, by wi1ich is mean t any di st'..lr-
bance to the natural homoveneous distribution of the constitu ent s of t he . - . 
atmosphere and their eoergies, such as dust particles, acc el erated by . 

--+t'hermals or water vapor or ice particles, coulq conceivab l y assume the 
configuration reported. That dust . laden air can be made t o r etain i ts 
orie inal conf i guration for long periods of time is evid~nced b y the 
British experiments for determinin0 the velocity of the upper ai r mass 
(100,000 ft.) by the use of puffs of smoke from rifles. The se particl es 
can also have the albedo observed. There are other phenomena whicr: are 
. the result of energy exchanges VV\\ich gives small ~asses of ~as luminosi t y 

·- - :~nd ... self propelling energies, _one ,_o . .f_ t.hese. il-.t .he ___ 11f. ir.e . ~_all" .. or ni tror:en 
.glpw dischare e that often ts s een accompanying static discharges. Optica 

·- anomalies ar~_. common_in tropical atmospheres _and. va;rying indices ~ . 

• (DO NOT Willi IILOW 11111 1.*1) '. . ' • • .. • . 
• 

• • • . . .. ,, • ' • 
• 

' .. • • I • " I • • •• • . . • I : I • ... o • • • • • • • • • • 

... 1 •• • • 1 ,, • • ., . . • • 
. ' -. . . . ' . .. .. r . '-"' .. 

·at" ' -... ._. -
• • r • • • . . .... ' . ·- ''lit · .. ~.. .. : . . .. 

• .. \ \ • ,.- I ' "' .., • ·0 , f • • • : .... ~ .. 4,:!,, ...... . .. - . ~~ . f 
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ROUTING AND F • 'Jt' .. ,·; ,.( : ...: a..-...J~ , ~<i · 'RD ~Wh-~RIEL COM1tfAND 
• . ... 

• 
UH thla fnrm for lnter-olllee eern.pondence 
within fteadqaarten. 

Uae aathorlzed nftlce aymbols to deai.rnate 
add .... aor and addresaee. 

Place lnltlala of dictator and typl!!l, telephone 
na~nber and location to rl•ht of al.rnatare. 

Na•ber all ccnament. eenaentl•el)'. Note warnln• al.rnal at lower left of for111. . .. . . . . . .. • ~ . . •••lnla• apace Ia aulllclent only for 
Uee entire width of aheet, both eldes. proper apacln• of typewritten "'•nAtare. i) Separate comment~~ by horl•ontal llne11 acroeA pa.re. 

• 

SUIJICT Project 
TO !·:iCIAXS .. OM DATI 1 iHl ~ !~9 COMMENT NO. 2 

cont' d 

of refraction r;i ve curved paths to li ,sht propagation. Al tho,J.:-rh t.i1e r e is 
little evidence to support the· optical nnonaly conclusion, ls tllere 
reason to exclude it? The arbi t rary wei ~"hin~ ~ivcn the proba'oili t~: of 
physical disturbances beinp; ~. he phenomena observed is two- tonthn. 

( 3) The conventional airborn vehicles, when vie\·re c~ from a 
distance at .unfavorable aspec.ts, do present the appearanc e of elli~soid, 
have the appearance of reflection .observed and commonly fre ~uent t~e 
atmosphere close to the earth. However , when viewed from less than 10 
miles over a period of minutes, most aircraft would present a reco~nizabl 
confic;uration. The arbitrarily assigned probability is one -tenth • 

• 

(L~) For non~conventional aircraft, one w1st say that no 
• 

such configurations are knovm to Allied aircraft designers; that no 
propulsion· s ystems capable of ~ovin~ as ainst estimatable (from our presen 
aeronautical engineering knovtledr;e) drag for-ces t h rough the distances 
connnensurate with the spheres of our in.fluence are kno1fm. Yet this 
exists as a possibility and the arbitrarily assi ened probability is 
one-tenth. 

4. On a scale of probability where six-tenths is tbe minimum 
necessary to make a prediction, we can intelligently make no conclus ions 
as to the nature of the objects observed. 

3 !nels. 
n/c 

• 

.?, 
T. K. OLIVER 
Captain, USAF 
Acting Chief 
Office of Air ' Research 

B:3J/rcm 
2-9123 
Blde; .l90T 
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DET. ~ ILS: 

1. Invastit·n t ion r.re· i c~, t fh·•. UT)On r e·cort o:· S/ . . . ...... 

Fairfield.- ~,.!i sun A~~3 , Cc.l i f c·r n i : .. , . i,, 
. v • 

• • 2. - I .. • • • v . ..... ..... ~ .~ ~. ::?.s s i s ted i n - 1 <:'\ \1 .. ... v 
. . . ' . 
l " V"""'e- - _"""" _ ... ... ... . I t. '- I. .L <. • • • ~ J. ',; .! 1. ' ' 

of t!1 i s C9 se • 

.1T · Tr VI -; ·· 
A - .'\.: '- .._ .!!. .', t 

f , • ' 1 t • ., :-~. . - .. r 
"""..L -\Z - · -

3. On 21 Septsmber 1949 , Sheriff 'ICd ~:UIO T~r . Lake County , 
Lakevie-1, Oregon, advised t h [ t .·Lis office has received no rep or ts of 
unconventional a ircra ft in the Hart 1-·iount o.i n area .• 

• 

1;. On 21 Sep tenber 1949 , i·Ir. n.lid f. ~rs . J . J • .lill-~ !S , sur.eri r..tendei::. 
of t h e antelop e e;2.me res erve, Hart l·~oi.lntai !l , i n Ln!: c Count~.r , Or(!~~ o n, 
advieed t nat tue~r have .nei ther seen no r he~rd of an? ·unconvt?21 tionaJ t:. i r
craft in t ;1e Hart 'Hount a in area . 

AT PLUSE, 0:?.3DC~~ 

• 

5 On 21 "eote""'--ber 10lJ.9 1-''r J c c· .:;.t· ' 7·r· .,nd Mr '0\V · flltri • ;j _ !..1 J t • . • • • \. .. ~ '- ..U-"1.! t c.:.- ~· • .. -:\.• .L -~J.:L"' 

both of Plush, Oregoll, advisecl tl~n t t t.ev have nei ti~ er seen nor ~1c<::.rc~ 

any unconventional aircrC'.f t in tile z-:art Hounta in ar ea . 

s , 
of 

6 '~ c::T· -·--s U S ('\ ,. 1! u . .. ·':rT •.• t · n Cu t..,. • !vlr. ... ~i!.': , • • ...r_ . ....;\, ! . - '·J.~ , :1 e::;. _l e r ,!;'·, l :~.· r~G..u , v s tons .• ou G e , 
220 1n·.r 8tt Ave., Por t l e.nd , Ore., 'va s i ntc-rvi e~..r e cl i n hi~ of :L'i·ce o:: 1 :. Oct 
1949. After r evie,..jng we,?. ": ~~ t:r ch~~rts f or 27 1!.'3-~.r 1549 , h e ac1.visec. t: .. [. t - .t' r e 
are no telet~.rp e seouence charts for Lakeviel-r, 0 reg-on; !~o ,·J evt?r, t ·~ c ne~. rest 

we[l.ther t · .. t !1e tir.Ie of sig:1ting of unconventiollc'll a.ircrt::.ft i s fo r 1 2Lq ho ,J r s 
(PST), 27 I·-Iay 191-1-9. This weather rer .ort \>!as se::1t out frc~: 3urns , Ore;;e>n , 
and reads as fol l o\IJs : Amount of clouds: 1- at 45CO feet; Surfc=tce t-ri:n0~ 
from south, 9 miles velocity ; Visibi l ity: 30 miles; Hur.lidity: d.r y bul b -
76.8, \ofet bulb - 56.2; Pressure cilan{;e - 0~. Hr. 5 '11.~·.:.11.. S also c..dYised t .· t 
the only "dnds aloft r eport fo r t Ji.C.t are~t ,.,as a t Bur us, Oregon, n.s contai!'lecl 
in :publi~hecl chart. After r evic\l!ing chart for 1900 hours (PST), 27 Ha.y 1949 , 
nearest report to tin e of sigh ting of unconve:~.ti onal aircraft, he a dvised 
that l-til:;.ds aloft ~tere as fol l ows: Surface: 34o0 at 10 knots; Eooo feet: 
31K>0 at 39 knots; 8000 feet: 300° at 16 knots; 10,000 feet: 24o0 at 22 

• knots; 12,000 feet: 220° at 30 knots; 14,000 feet: 2100 at 32 knots; 
16,000 feet: 190° at 33 knots; 18,000 feet: 180° at 39 knots; 20,000 feet: 
1900 at 39 knots. He f u rther advised thnt since Lakeview is not a wea t her 
• ta tion, there could not have been aey weather balloons or testi ng devi'ces 
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