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Astro (FIREDAIJ.) 

r Olivier, Director, Flower Observatory and Dri Purves, Executiv '.: 
irector, American Institute of Architects obse rved object and I 

Observer noticed an exceptionally large u.eteor. The object 1 

appeared as a blue-green "tloon" and was estirra ted between 1/ ~ 
and 2/3 of the size of the di amater of the moon. It appeared: 
5 deg below the star Altair in the bend of the handle of t t.J 

I 

• 

I 
I 

• • 
I 

• 

Big Dipper. Tne object moved in Southerly direction through 
about 20 deg of arc in 3 to 3 1/2 seconds and disappear ed b€h~t 

aHa ;a roof of a hOJ.l'tS8. lhlike the usual fireball, the a ppear- >lCC
1 

was not accompanied by a hissing soW'd nor was it followed OJ' 
any thunder sound. It was not followed by any lighted trail. 
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• lJNCLI'.t-;-'·':- ~ - : 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FOR C E 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON 

/' 
' 

SUBJE>:T s PROJmT GIDDGE 
SPECIAL Il·~IRY 

TO a Comnandir.g General 
Air L!ateriel Cor.J'Nlnd 
Wright-Fatterson Air Force Base 
Dq11) n, Ohio 
ATTN 1 I!C IAXS 

50-QSI/ trn:n 

~ Ill O III AIC T D f flr( 0 1 Srt(I AI IHYT~IIIo~ll•ttt•, 

Wlt i(; HT 'ATTfltSO H AIR f O li C( U A\1 O AY I I) H CI HI IJ 

2S Novembe r 1949 

• 

1. The att ached report of investigation by SpeoiP.l A(;er.t EUGEI·:E 
L. ZEClil.lEISTER. DO #3, dated 22 Novembe r 1949, i s fo r vrarded fo r your 
intonnation and any action deemed necessnry. 

2. This investigation was not recpested by nor throue;h this 
office. 

1 Incl 
R/I dtd 22 Nov 49 

(in dup) 

• 

(' 

-:r.x.M-•• L.~ 
JAt.iES F. X. 0 ' CONNt!IJ. 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
Diatri ct Commander 
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lJNC~· .. .:.S iFit.D 

) • , 

E'ile 24-2S 

DETAI LS: 

1. This investi -a t i on WrtS r r edicat·.:-d ucon r ccPi.rt c-f· letter f r cm 
• • 

Distr ict Comr·anrler, X' ~'-17 , Kirtland c.~B , dtat,:;<l l S Au~st 1'?.'{' , suhj ct : 
U:·!?T0'7U Sl' P.J'"' C:'( S) ( Aerial Phenomena) , :-r'qucstin::; pertinent i " 
in r e fcr enca t o the attache cl c or:,· o! 1 e t ter from .r.en 
Vi ce Pr esi dent, Pennsyl vania C'or:--an~· , ':hi la , to 0r . LINCGU1 Laf.'~Z . rni­
ver sity of 1:exico, d~L ed ~ Aum1st 19' t9 , i n re £'~rencc to aeri<'l rhe nomena 
sighted 26 J une 19L9 at J::edi a , r·a . 

AT FHILA Jt::LfHL~, ~.\ . 

2 . On 14 September 1949 I.:r. sur er . Ct1r tis 
Publistinb Co, I ndependence Squar e, Fhila, Pa., and membc=a r o !' .\J'"e rican 
Jr"eteor Soci ety, ·.'las irltervie·.-;ec! at the 3j Distr ict CSI Je tachrncnt . .'\ 
formal staterrent ~·1as signed by L _ on 21 Oct } (~ t o i~cludc 
additi onal detail s o~ tr..~ aerial t onomena and is attach~d ~s ar. inclosur~ . 

• 

3. Files of "The Fhila ~elt:':i~ Innuircr" ·.1~re exarrint:> d on 22 Cc tcber 
19h9 and revealad that article t i t l ed 11 .. eteor Soars O··e r fhila r'e l t ~i.:t 
and J:xpl odes", was contained ther ein in the 3unday , 26 Jt!ne 194:1 ::dition. 

AT CFP2R JARSY, PA. 

4. On 22 October 1949 Dr Dire c tor, 3c~.ool of 
Astrono~y, Uni versity o: :P.nns~ 1ania , f or the past t-::~nty~i r.ht (2t:) j~earz ; 
Director, . Flower Observa tory, Uppc-r Dar by, Fa .; and Pr .. s i dent , Ar- rican 
Me teor Socie t y ; ~·:as interviev.·ed a t the f lower C'Jservatory a."'ld s "ated that 
with the inf ormat i on ga t her ed he was ve r~r su r e i n his o-.-:-n minj that the 
aerial phenomena seen on the night of 26 June 19l9 ·.,?.s a firer·all . The 

• 

director s t ated that repor t.s coming to him r evealed that the fire~ ·all 
appearP.d 5° belen the s tar Alcor an'1 apt=r oY.i"!la ~ e~y i n thn mi r1dle of the '8i~ 
Dipper, the di ameter of the objec t b ing 1/4 o~ a de gi'<=>e . Du:::-ine; cour se c: 
intervievt rti t h !)r. CLI VER i t was l earned that he was "n r eceint o{" other 

• 

letter s pertaininr to this i ncident. Co-ies of the ~e letters are attached 
as incl osures . Dr. OLIVISR is the Consultin~ Astr onom" r "'or t hE : I ;:,rdrc :1·c:~.Lic 
Depar t ment of t he U. S. Navy, and for a number of ye a r s all irre~'"..llarities 
in meteor f orrr.s have been : orwarded to the obse rvatory director :or analysis . 
Dr OLIV~R stat ed that he handle s ap~roximately 15 , 000 r epor ts per yoar . 

I 

A.T l.GDIA, PA . 
• • 5.. It was l earned through J.!rs , Fl um Cr eek Road , lh dia, 

Pa., on 24 Oc tober 1949, t hat l.:r utive Director, Arner icru1 
Institute of Archi was on an ext ended trip and t ha t i t d be best 

• 

to contact Ur. l e tter to :;as hington, J. c. In 1.~. ply 
• 
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• 

• ' 
·File 21.~-2$ 

• 

or 26 October 1949, he stated th:lt he and his wife Vlere r!'C?::. .:mt ·:;i tl ~ :r . 
am trs . t their horne i n ?.~edia, Pa •. sitting ot•tdoC'r!'; ·· hen tb~ 

fireball arpeared . Althou gh not .:ar.iliar '7ith astronorrica:!. rLcnor!•"'na • 
unh si tantly classlfiPd :he or j : ct 3.S 3. firel)all . It :a!:: :c. c~ :1 .""or 

aJ;rroxima"ely f our (h ) to five ( t; ) seconls ar-.d a ;;:e .1re l t o l· e , i n :-i .. e , 
abc·u t aqur..l to a full moon seen a t thz Zeni t !1 and not at the horizon . rt 
was ver y i· r ight beinr; sli[.'htly c:re ~n i n col or ; moving very fa~ t; ar rear i:t~ 
to follO\'.' a curved course ; c i vin ·· off mTtaller ri.eces of li~ht in th~ ::;=:i.rr~· 
manner a: a sky rocke t . The rid~e of the hou ~e obstructed thf" vi ... ... , l"al·l,.., ._: 
it impossibl e to see whethP. r or not t.he object rc+.ainEd its }-lr illiar.c e 
until i t s truck the earth . The object di stinctly l :i t up th · ccun t.rj· siJ~ 
and d not r ecall that there vas any s ctmd r1hatsoever . er . 
state d he would guess the ob j ect rms probably f ifty ( 50) miles a·:;a;r. rh::..s 
l e tter is beinG ·ret ained i.n fil e s o~ 3d District CSI • 

AT C0!!SEOFOC!G:tr, PA . 

6. l' r. and llrs. 
1949 and subs t antiatec in 

I nclosures : 

• 

FCR :)I STR!CT C'- :;'I CZ :!0 . 17, iE?.'f'LA:•!) \-c 

' 

were intervie'.-r?d on 21 Cctc -:..,c r 
:r:en t e i ve n by L!r . 

' 

1. Statement of dated 21 Cctober 1949 , at fhiladel -
phia, Pa . 

2. 
Franl·lin 

3· 
Frank" lin 

True CO!JY of l~tter f r om 
Institute, Phila, Pa • . date 

True copy of l etter from 
Institute, f hila, ?a . , 

• 
t o Dr . 

to ;Jr. I. r.: . r.··vr':'T, 

""' I p r --v·r ....,.,.. .... · .ur . • 1.. . ..... • • , • ranK-4. True cop:r of l ette r !"rcr­
lin I nstitu te , Phila , Pa. , dated 27 Jun~ 1949 . 

• 

FCR H.;, CSI 

· 1. Statement o 
phia, Pa. 

2 . • True co~y or l e t t er 
Franklin Institute, Phil a, Pa . , 

3. True copy of lett er frcm 
Fr ankl i n I ns titute , Phila, Pa., und& 

• • 

• 
• • 

• 

• 
• • 

• -
• 

• -. ·- - -- -- · . 

• 

dated 21 Cctober 19h9 , at rhiladel-

Dr. I . r . wVI~, 

to Dr . I . ~.!. !EVITT, 

• • 

\ 

• 
• 

• • 

• 

• • • _ .. • • 
- .,j - - . -

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
t...... - , ..... 

·:.... 
~· • • • • 

UNCV·.::..:.;\F\ED File 2I~-2f~ • 

4. True c op~- of l etter f r om ..c.a. DR. I . ?: • : J 'IITT, 
Fran· l i n I nstitute, Fhila, la ., ated 27 June 19$. • 

• • 

70R CG, A.l.'C ·.·11F .A.... B. JAYT::i" .. -o , -M·· ... t • ··- , .. -· . ·;I ' ·c-, ·- . 

da t ed 2i Ccto~er 194~ , :.t : 1·1141 ·~1-1. S ta ter.:ent o 
• 

phi a, r a. 

2 . 'T'rue eery cf l e .... t~r 
Fran'·lin Ins t i tute, Fhi l a , f a . , c!e t P.d 27 June 19h9 . 

3· 
Fran!:l~.n 

True copy of l Gtter 
Insti t ute , r hil a, Fa., u 

4. True copy of l e t t er 
lin Institut e , Phi l a , Pa., d3 

F'CR DO .~5 . - o J . .. -'"V' · ­
.'"'\.. _, . ~ --\.. ... . " ' 'T~" ' -1. 

June 1949. 

1 . Sta ement of 
J:hia, Pa. 

ted 21 Cctot er 19l 9, at ~~ila 1el-

2 . 
7ranl~lin 

True co~~- of l etter 
Institute, Phi l a , _ 

~rue cor-v of l et t er . " 
Institute, ?hi la, Fa., 

• 

unda ':.ed. 

J r . - . . L . • ,.,.,,.., 
1 . . ... . ..J _ .. · l. , 

9F .. . I . 

4. True cory of let ter Dr. I.::. L!.VI71', Frar!:-
lin I nstitute , ?hila, ~a., da~ed 27 June 1949. 

FOR DC ~3 . 1612 S. C.\! ~Rr· . 

1. Sta•ement 
ph:ta, Fa. 

d 21 Ccto~r l ?l 9 , at F~iladcl-
• 

• 

2. True copy of l etter f 
Franklin In~ti tute, .Fhila, Fa., 

~ - t• - ~·rTMM .... r. .1 • • • L : '..1. _ .~. , 
aled 27 June 1949 . 

3. True copy of l etter fro~ 
Franklin Insti tute. ?!li la, Fa., undar.on . 

h. True copy or l etter 
Franklin Institute , Phila, · r a., 

IJ. LZVI':'T, 

5· Letter 
Institute of Architects, 
dated 26 October 1949. 

ve Director, The American 
A.venue, :f'.Y, :·:ashin£: t on 6, D.C., 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

--
• 

DNCL~~s~r-: ED 
R£FERRED UPCN CO;Tr·:TIC?f TC TI-3 CfiTCE CF ORIGIN 
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FHILA ;ELF1!IA, PSt'NSYlNA:·Lt\ 

October 21 , 1·)~ 0 

~:-.kla ~~ova , !~"'n r'l n:'lvarri.q , r r Lor t o ::1, -inr· t:);; 

v c r-:ltni!'l· ... d ~ n t he rollo·::inr; p.1r~:r=n·h~. hnve l5c~n .~dv"..:;p...l '~ ~ - - ··~~ . 
L . z-:c:· ~~S~P . wl·o has ide nti £'i:~J hi...,sr-olf t . .., r.t~ o.:> a Jn~cial Ar;cn :. C'r!'icc r: :."" 

• 

Sooctn.l Itwest:t· :J.ti ons . t;JA? . that. I do not :1<1'/Q to ~ake any st:~L;~! cnt ...,., J •: .·J" -any stat~i':ent I f"lay rna::e TTlay :~ P. used acain!.· t r 8 i n a cct.:rt o: la.i . I !~.?ve 
also hoc-:1 i nforrnt.> d o f my r ight t o hn,,e an atto::-ney. 'ith ::n:c..,1 und:;r·;L!l .~ .;,.,( . 
I rnal ~e the follc·:~.nf; sta'" .,ment of my o·::n frca wi 11 and :~cc ortl. Ani · 1: .,.. c 7,h"C"1 t. 
or fear of runishmen":. and vri thout i :1ducem:;nt and r ror;i s ·~ o: i - \mi t :r O! ' r~·: a: 1. 

C·n the rlir.ht of 26 June, 191+9, at ar:--r oX~'1a-ely 0003 hot:r~ , I !: " t.:lYt'J'.i ·;;~:at 
ap~eare -! t o be a !1rdlall tan ¢.?cc3:-- r.io:-- ~-· ,. _1 ~~~t~o.r.) . I '.'I:JS ~C' :J.t•-..d nr~ 
the law.."l of r.y .:riends , ~-~r . an-i T.r s .' -..( o~e ho!':" ..... T"''./ .. :i:'e : r:-: 
I were visitinc , and ":as lookinG to .. :ar::i the north·:r~stern sky. TI-:~re .. _, '!"C ,..,r 
clouds and visibility >:as good . T.l~ l ::...;n i s vrithin 20 f eet o~" t:1:: J'odia 
Reservoir belonging t o the Philaci e J.::--::ia Su~t.:rban ·ate r Conp~y. a · 3C'":h:a!:t 
of the Purv:-s hcuse . It i.s about 20 fee t abov~ the Re servoi r . 

• 

· . ':he obj 3ct apf'eared as a bltle:..er ·? en 11 r.con11 and •·:as , I ·:roul:i est;_ a •e) ~ ~at·:r: -~n 

! /2 an~ _?/3 .2:: ~~~~--5~~~......9 !' .. ;h.~oi snr=t:.r.. . .c!" the . .lrrQpn. I t a. -~e.=-~d ~ de~r"B s 
b~lm1 the __ ~ta:t; .:A._l~air in the !>end of the handle o: .t he :.:i c; iJ"p::~r . G':17_ike 
the u~ual fire~all , it did no ~. app'-;ar as a streak, or li:-ht stPadil~: ::~o·.7:.n 
brighter, r,ut at 1~ full size . ' 1E .. r e ilas no ques tion of any c o!"'"·1si:-n ·;:itt 
the moon or a plane t. as it was man~r tiT'f'le s lareer than any planet, 'Jn~: ;; s , 
of course, thP. moon or a planet c ould not be i n this direction • 

• 

The obj Pct ~oved :.~a southerly direction :hrouch about 2~ decre;s c! a!"c i n 
f. t<;> 3 1/2 seconds 1 and disappeared .. ehinn the' r cof of t hP. Ft.:::-v~s hcus·: . I t 
was also seen b~ l.!r . and z.:rs t r:ry wife, who lock~ ~: arc: :1 i . -:n!;r 
saw a bluish grean glo·.v above hill, •,v"~- i ch blocked th~ vie'7 to ~h: . ·c3t . 

Unlike the usual fireball. th~ apr earance ·:,as not 
sOt·nd nor ·,:1as it fo llow·ted by any thunder sounds. 

accomplnied o:· a :1iesing 
I t ;-:"' s not i'ollo·.1ed b~r ar.~-

· lie;h ted trail. 

• 

• • 

As to its actua1_ size, height t>r speed . I can rnat:e no staJ_eme nt, ::1s . c .!' co,;-~·e . . , 
any one of these f :1 ctors woul d be dependent on the other. .".s !"lo:ed above , 
its diameter ·.va s about 1/2" of arc and it r.toved thrcunh a '.::>ot= t 20 dt~gr0~JS of 
arc in 3 to 3 1/2 seconds. Calculatinb ve ry rou~hly, if it ·:::1s 50 :nilr:! s 
away, the altitude would be about 20 r.iles and th~ s peed about 7 ~il~s a s~ccnd ; 
if· t~ distance was ere a ter. both altitude and speed would also be r;r e atBr, 
and the r everse 710ul 1 apply if it ·.•ms nearer. I t ·., ~s about 3J der,rees above 
the horizon when it a·· peared and about 13 degrees ;·men it disap:--eared behind 
the house. . ' 

As noted above, it was a circular disc and t here was no sien of any exhaust. 
I have neYer previously seen a laree fireball and vras sor.tewhat surrrised .that 
it was not blinding, but gave out a little l e ss light than the f ull moon • 
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I ts path ·::as enti r ely r er;u l ar , •.-: ith no chan e , .... r cours! or- ~pB· .... d . · ~ ."' • 
no variation i n thP. amount o!' l i ·ht o:- 1.n;1 "h!.i.nkin, " . ::c rc' .·~ tic :1 ccu!. 1 
have bee n o: served r.s no featur r>:. 1" tl. 1i t;c ·:n~·c vi::;i' Jr.- . 

rr. ..nq;ht he Sa\7 i t l , a ve r-,...~inl !JOf"'e r :?d s rarl· s , 1ut l1"~ith') ! ' .. rS . 

:Ur v:'s cr I : a·:: th~ sc . 

J.'y f r if'nd , :u·s . nd SOJ'Il • -u ..,s t s . f r oM 7.hc i r 1 ;·::n at 
Con::;hohorkA n , ' 'Jn m ;s north a , a t about. t.h·') sa'""e t ime c-f q .,.. ... i :\1 , 
s aw 'Nhat ·:·.1; un'iot!'b.t ~dl;· ~h~ Dame o:),i "ct , ~r~ ·:l" l in , th~:r t} i nk . 'rc"'" no" t r . : t 
t o southe as t . ':'hey a:. f irst thout;ht it ·:ras a r ocke t and then rc :~l iz "'d •!J~~ .:t 
\7as a mate or . 

I r epor te i tho si~htin3 pror;~pt 1:· to Th, Fra~~lin I ns titute , ":ho "ur --:i sh d ::..: 
acc ount '."Jhi ch ··;as ou':>lisht?d i n tt11 l a tt=o edi tl o~~ of tho .Jun:a·(· l-ull0 tin t'n ~L. . ~ 

June, 19~9 . ..,.1c i'ollO':!in~· ::ay I ":rot~ t o Dr . " th .:> l'ni ~.· .~r :: i ~~- o~ 
Pen ns,;l \'3Ili:J. 7lo•:rer C :.;e r va t or,, at ~~ · ::trthmor;:o . •ania , a.'1i a·r t'-1·~." .1 

~ . 
de tail :-d accnunt c' t ~1e t'~113 norr.enon . I s~nt cop'es c~ t his lette r ... o .. 2·. 
Lincoln Lafaz , ').:. r ector of th In:.;tit\:. t e OC' ::e .•critics , rn.:ve··sit:· ~r ··,.;: 
Fexico , Los Ala.'Tlo:: , :~e o;; : :~xico, ;:an r1 a l so •o !):-. Pr e .;erick <J • : "'cna ;-'! , ls tr~ ·~omcr, 

Universi~J or·~o~t~ern Salirornia , Los An2eles , Califor.~ia . 

' Dr . Olivie r i s ?r esident of t he American 1:e~eo:- :>oci"Jty an~ n.s sue' . ,...oll~cts 
ac coun ts or all n:e t co!'s . He tells me th3t he h1s not o' ~ainc1 ~no\· -~! other 
accoun ' s to enable hirr: to trace th.:· ac':.ual ccur:.;e o·"' th~ ohj-.ct ''Y ~'·i:;.n ·u 1 • .,ti on . 
Dr. LaPaz wr ote me a seri es cf que s t i ons about the p!lcncn~ncn , .... hj.c h I h.:tv3 
answe r ed , an l I under s t and that the Cffice of S!L Cial Tnvesti r a ti ns , l'3A- , hrts 
a cop~- of this ans11er. · 

• 

I have react this s:.a•..eMent, r:h ic~ consis ts of two pa ges . I h;Pre sif11"'d t Li s 
stater~nt and ini t ial?d all correction.: . 7.'1i::: sta t~ncnt i :.; 7-h.:'\ •t,l~h to ... b:­
best of my knm·rled{;a a"l~ \Jelief . and I have :-iven it fre~ly a1 l vcll:nta.,..i :.:· 

• 

• 

i','i tne ss : 

L. Zec!'wei s t er • 

. • ~.!.C r; ~.i.JT-!JR, 
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Dear .::>ir: 

I am send i nc ··ou my o .... serva ~ i o:;o!' .... hat a""' eared to ..... e a 
meteor of a very hr icht intcnzi ~:: '"1• :.ch I obsel:'"'led ·::hil3 sit:. i.n.:­
in my back yard on .::>a t . ni[:ht. ;::0 "i""lc ·"as arproxirta.~.ely 
midnieht . T'he civration of 7i.si~il:.. t: ~"' or rre · .. as ve r:t cher t. , 
proba~)ly no !'I" Ore than 2 t o 3 seconds as i t di sa:--pear nd !'r o:"" 'n ew 
behind a house t o t.he ·.1~st o.: me . ~-:-=> color a s a :--r i ~h t blu~ 
and t he intensit:r .. as enoi: ::--h .~.o li-ht up the aw' a ar ounl us 
as i!' a Fourth 0 r Jl ' 1 '." .ocket haA ·one - &'f' SPV~ral '.u 1dr~d =~et • 
in the 3.ir. 7he du r ati rn of ~all - it s~~me d t o cone rro~ t~~ 

area in th3 vicinity of tl:e ha:1dl e ~ " 't.he '3ig ) ip e r and !'all 
t o the sou th•vest . I l'faS racine !'!O~th a."l 4 ··rhen it nisa .... -~ar'?d 
froM MY vi~·.7 it ... ~s a l ..,.ost s tr~ifht no:-th":nst o~ me . '"be 
anele seemed t.o l':·e a per fect circl~ . rJ 

I hope my very amateur observaticns -ay ~e of ::::or.:e help 
to you . • 

• 

Res pectfully ~;ours, 

• 

• 
\ • 

A TRU3 CCFY: 
• 

Eu ene L. Zechmeister • 
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