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UNCLAS!:>tr h .. INCIDENT NO . 4 l oD 
--~_;;..--

1. Date of Observation Date of Interviuw --------------
2. Exact Time (local) l~0-2100E 

3· Place of Observation Columbus, Ohio (Past Columbus Airport) 
• 

4. Posit i on of observer Control Tower 

5• ¥~at attracted attention t o object 
• 

6. Number of objects 1 

1· Appar ent size 

g. Color of object ).hite thon yellowish red 
• 

9· Shape 

10. Altitude 

11. Direction fron obse rver 

12. Distance f r om observer 

• 

13. Direction of flight of object(s ) NW 3200 

1.4. Time in sight 

15. Speed 

16. SoWld and odor 

Trail Yea botore white light 

Ltaminos ity • 

19. Project i ons 

20. Mlneuvers StraiF;ht flight 

21. Mannor of disappoar anco 

22. Effect on Clouds 

23. Additional info rmation concorning objoct 

• 

24. .,loa.thor Conditions 5,000 aoattere<1 olouda, 12 milea visibility 

(over) 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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J.jaoo o.nd addre ss or Obsorver 1 

Occupation ~d hobb i osa 

UNCLASSIFIEl 

Ltr. 

Ur. , 

CAA Controller• 

Columbus, Ohio 
, ColUlllbus, 

Ohio 

Comments or Interrogator r e l ative te intolligencv and cha racte r of obsorver(s )a 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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\'AIGHT-PATTEH30N FLi fJ HT S~VICE CENTETI C:SG/DJS/deg 
\'/RIGHT-PATT£ ~SC~! /~In ?O:'lCE BASE 

DAYTON, OHIO 

452 4 August 1949 

SUBJECT: Report of Unidentifi ed Flying Object 

TO: 

• 

Cocmanding General 
Air Ua.terie l Comr:1and 
':fright-Patterson A_;~ Base , Ohio 
ATTN : MC IAXEt~ 

• 

:,) 

The following report of an unidentified flyin; object is 
submitted in coupliance with Fli J:lt Servic e ne[;Ulation 200- 4 . 
At l 955E, 1 11.usus t 1949 , 1;he '.'/rignt -Patl;erson ? li _,ht Servi ce 
Center received the follo\/in g information from Lockbourne 
Tower, Colui!'lbus, Ohio : 

At l955E, Columbus To\'ler , Columbus, Ohio , reported to 
Lockbourne APB, Co l umbus , Ohio , the followine information: 

• 

"a. LOC ATI ON : Over Col wnbus, Ohio for tv1o ( 2) 
hours - 1900E to 2100s. 

c. 

r. 

~· 
\. 

WEATHER: l930E Columbus '.'lea ther: 5 , 000 
scattered clouds 12 miles visibility. 

NA.I.::E : Mr • 
% Columbus Tower 

, phone 
~CA~ Controller, 
Garfield 6726 . 

PHOTOG:l.\PHS : None. 

SKETCHES: None. 

OB J ~"CT S I GHT~D: 

(1) 

(2) 

NU~tB :;R: 

SH. PE : 

• 

One. 

No shape. 

• 

• • 

s , CAA Controller, 
• • 

• !o!I'. 
roller, 

r!r.~ 
, phone 

• 
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tfNClASSIFIED 
452 
Subject: Report of Unident ified Flying Ob j ect (4 Aug 49) 

• 

Copy Furnished: 

(3) SI ZE : Imposs ible to i dentify size . 

( 4) COLO:\: ':lhite and then yellowish r ed 
when on the horizon. 

(5) SP3ED: No estimate in MPII . 

(6) HEADING: Northwest 32oo. 

( 7) J.1ANET.;"V ERADILITY: Only obser .. led in 
straijlt l i ne. 

(8) ALTITUDE : 30 , 000 f eet or hicher. 

(9) SOUND : None. 

( 10) R:HAtrST oa NCT : Exhaust trail before a 
white light. 

l_q.,~~......, 
CHA ~-.t:. . G lC 

1 - Chief of Staff, 
USAF, ATTN: Dir · 

·of Intelligence 

Lt Colonel, 
Conunanding 

• 

1 - Conunander t.:..l.TS, 
Chief Intelli3ance Divn 

1 - Commandin~ Officer 
Flight Service, ATTN: A-2 

DOWNGRA DEo AT . r;. 

DECLASSIFIED 1 F~E··\1~ 1:'-rrERV A r.~. 
DOD DIR R 12 YEARS. ' 6200.10 

• 

• 

tJI\TctASSIFIEt:t 

• 

,_ · l • • ' ~ •• •• ' . ,. . - . 
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1. AttC'~o:tc~ Ar:<'~t i~orortc, cu'..>joot: .'tl -;h tb-: or Cnc ~·~v~r. tio.,a1 
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hoadqun.rtcr:s, f l lo ·.~ , vi~ . d~wu 25 : ·!.f.ro1 l : .... o, bonrin; control nu~xr 

A•l017. 

2. Off1oo of 3pocilll r~voa ti·:nt1on"• ' ifth J ! etr!ct, Col t~buo 
5ub-( f!'iCO iD COJl l : u.nt or in:cr--.ntion cont'linod in t hC:lO r o nor t:l, t\ l •r: 

CO;"Y or roports h:l. C bocn !'untie ~tld to ~ &"lt C!'r lee • 

3. A. C07.f or incloiOd roporta hila nlao bOO!l !\trnio!~od thtt Cor! ·t~l:l-
1~ C-o~orA.l, Air J'ntcrlol Cor.r:~1:1d 1 ,;rir,i\t-i'o.twrson Air : orco Daae, 
Oa.yto::, Ch io. 
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Believed to have l n ~ .net• 
only trail notioed -

• 

INCIDENT NO. 4lg ____ ..;;...;;;.. __ _ 
1. Date or Observation 1 AU' jUSt 1949 Date of Interview 

2. Exact Time (local ) 1900 - ~ 

3· Place of Obser vat ion Columbus, Ohio (Past Co l ucbus Airport) 

4. Position of observer Control Tower 

5· Y~at attr~cted attention t o object 
\ 

S&noke tra il 

6. Number of objects 

1. Apparent size 

S. Color of ob ject 
• 

9· Shape Trail 1imilar to JATO take ott 

10. Altitude 30,000-40,000 

11. Direction from obse rver ·:iesternly 

12. Distance f r om observer 
I 

13. Direction of flight of objeot(s} N.W. 

14. Time in sight 15 Seconds 
• 

15. Speod 15° in 15 Seconds 

16. Sound and odor 
• 

17. Trail Smoka, greyish white 

1g. Luminosity 

19. Project ions 
• 

20. hilneuvers 

21. Manner of disappoaranco 

22. Effect on Clouds 

23. Additional information concorning objoct 

24. '!loa.thor Conditions 5,000 Soatterc~d olouds, 12 miles visibility 

(ovor) 
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Po.go 2 

J.jaoo o.nd addr e ss of obsorvors 

Occupa t i on and hobb i o s s 

UNCLASSIFIED 

2nd Lt 
Columbus, Oh io 

Inciden t 

• 

• 

, Oh io St u. t 6 Univdrsity Stude r t 

• • 

Commen t s of Intorrosator r e l ative to into llig~ncu and char act e r of obsor vor ( s ) a 

Agent •a ~:oto 1 1 sto. t ed t La t he has ta£e n some fl i ght t r a i ninG a r:d 
oon a1dora Qi roruft a s a ho bby. He seemed to ba describi n b what he } ~d 
aeon in o. thou~tful, s t r a i tihtforward canner, without atte mpt i ng to exag­
r;oru.to. A report o f' t ho ir:o i dont as carried i J1 t ho l ocal pres~ is atta ched 
to this report. 

• 

On 15 Au~ust 1Y49 , t he followi ng infor~atior. conoernin~ 
UABBkfir~i4uaRARiro raft wo.s obt a ino d f r om 1 

t he 
2d 

a i~htiq; of 
- i e uto n'int , 

TC Re serve , 
Ohio1 

student of Oh i o St a te Unive r sity, , Columbus, 

At a ppr oximately 1900 hour s . 1 Au r,u s t 1949, \'lhi le vis i tir.e; th~ Traf f i c 
Control r ower, Port Col umbus Ai r port, Cu.ropboll ob so rvod a smoke tro.il dir Jct l y 
abovo the a irport, ·,yh i oh a pooared t o be omitted froo a n unseen objoct f lyinf; tit 
wry hit;h a l titude, ostimat •Jd as 30,000 t o 40,000 , in a W~~J ste rnly d iroction . 
The trail was dto)scr ib~·d a s c o1'.ner.c in-; abru .tly at maximun i nt ensity an-:. oor. ­
tinuir r; at m.l.ximuc i ntensity for a. I>pr oximv. to l y t-.·1o-thirds 1 t s l enr,th ~nu then 
tadin~ awu.y. Acoord i nr; to C u:tpbell, the tr:~ il wa s visible f or nbout t' ift oen 
eeoonde a nel t hu t t l:e s ou r eo o r t he S 1110 k e s .. e cwd to incr oase its ve l oo i t y dur ing 
thie time. The phenomena t ttU ueaoribod by i ntomu.nt as resembl ing a smoke tra i l 
iaeuin;.; fro l!l o. hir,h ape :d pl a ne 1 t~hich i .!•Y ho.ve been usin r, a devi ce a imila r to 
JATO (Jet Ass isted Ta ke 01'f) fo-:- nn a dditional bur·s t of &peed. did not 
believe the Vt:L por or sc oko trail to be a "contrail" because o f i t s density and 
oolor. Tho trHil wa~ described a s greyiah-whito, anc.! ac;cord in ·~ t ir.formant 
did not dissipat e ati r a idly o. s cot1tru. ila he has observe d. ea t i~nat.Jd 

that the object e rnitt ir. ~ t he t : Gil traveled t h r ough tlD angle of a p(.)r oxii!llltely 
fifteen de .jrees ~ur in ~ the fifteen s eoor1ds it v1a1 visible. Soon afto r the 
IQOko trail d isappoared, a l i~t wa o obae rved in the s ky at ubout 30 , 000 t o 
~.ooo t eet, diroctly ovor t lte Curtisa-.:ri r ht plant at the southwest corr:or of 
the airtio ld. The light rc::1a i nud motionloea t or a short time a.n d the n a ppeared 
to travel tO\'fard t he horizon in a northweaternly uiroetion. stated 
that the Port Columbus to~·1u r c ontacted t he p ilot o f a 1'r o.no- ,,'orld Airl i.nee OC-3 
enroute to l)...Lyton, Oh'io o.n~ aslatd ro.· hie obao rvfltion a on tho lic;h t. J.t ie 
reportod thnt t ho ;> ilot gu.ve his pos i t ion as ovor the ~~est J off\.1 rsor. , Ohio radio 
ran{~ an . tt.u.t he aaw a l i. :ht rr1ovo noross his fli r;ht po. th from l e ft t o ri c:ht at 
an altitude estirot od at 40 , 000 to 50,000 1'u_.t. oat i.'l:atod t l.o c ourse 
or thd Onytot! bound plar.e as 265 de ~ruea nt tho time the re ~'ort was o1Ade. 
Intonr-~tnt l oft tl~o Co1 trol To·,.;er, t'<'rt Coluubuo Air port at 2015 hours 1 4-.u~ust 

19!~9 , a mi t hu li ;ht desc ribud was still vi sible at that time. (C-6) 
Ar,ont~ a 1\otet atated tho. t he htAs to.ktm so~ fli r,ht traininr; and 

oonaid · r:~ o. i. r cndt tu a ho.,by. He attor.IOd to be deaoribint~ Ylhtit he h.o.d aeon in 
& thou;;htful, atr~ 1 ~~httorward rna r.ner, v: itho~t o.tte~ptiu~ to e xo..: "";erate. A 
report o i' t he inoident as oarrled i n t ho locf\1 pre :J a is a t to.ohau to t his re ,;ort. 
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BolieYed to ht ~ -~ planet• 
only trail noticed 

UNCLASSlF\ED 
INCIDENT NO. 41CSA 

1. Date of Observation Date of Interview 2 , .. u 1:;uat 1949 
-----------------

2. Exo.ot Time {local) 1U45 

3. Place of Obser vation Columbus, Ohi o (Past Columbus Airport) 

4. Pos ition of observer Control Tower 

5• ~iliat at t r acted attention to object Telephone onl l trom 

6. Number of objects 1 
• 

1· Apparent s ize 

S. Colo~ of object 

9· Shape 

10. Altitude 30,000-40,000 (OO-o5° Elevat ion) 

11. Direction fran observer 

12. Distance from observer 

13. Direction of flight of object(s) 

1.4. Time in sight 

15. Spood 

16. Sound o.nd odor 

Weatornly 

• 

17. Trail Firat ap~arod aa va~or tro.il 5° long 

lS. Luminosity 

19. Project ions 

20. hnnouvers 

21. Manner of disappoaro.nco 

22. Effect on Clouds 

23. Additional information concerning object 

24. '!loo.thor Conditions 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
P~go 2 

liaro o.nd addrt) SS of obs,..: rvor: Columbus, Ohio 

Airport Traffic C:mployee • 

Occup~tion ~d hobbios s 

Commonts of Interrogator r c l o.t ivo to intollig,Jncu ar1d characte r of obsurvor(s) 1 

On 2 Au~uat 1949 , , hirport Tr~ffic Control o~ployoo, 
... o , VID.3- intorvio-;1ed conoernin~ the sihht­

in~ of an uniuuntif i ed object in tho s~, ~nd stated in sub&t~~ooa 
l!ARRArr~-= 8~i'J~J.tvqx1oatoly l o45 , 1 I ueust 1~49 , l WO.S 0 !1 <iuty at the t r affic Con-

trol To·uar, ,Jo.·t Colu:..ous i'\i r port, Col urabua, Ohio , when 1 rec~ivod i n for::tl\ ­
tion tl1~t a telephono oal l huci O()en ruouivvd 1,.,roo · 

Coltaabus, \..h .Lo, s tLLtin r; that he (..-, had a ight od 0.11 uniuontified 
o jeot in the a!<y, un<.l tU ,(inr, i i' we at tho tovwr c oul u ider1tify thi~ objtJct . 
I aearohod t he S 'r.J and saw l'liw.t a ppou.r ud, nt f ir:;t , t o be vapor trails at 
approxi:.l&lte ly thirty or forty thousund !'eat, &l!"hty to ei&;hty-five att {~reo a 

\ 
' 

\ 
I 

\ 

ott the horizon, t r~vt:J line in u w"stornly dirootion. '1'heae vapor tr :.. ils 
a 1>poarod to bcJ o.p!>roxicat<Jly i' ive degruo a loq; , and v1ere being J lesipatud t~-a 
fast ~a th..Jy a t;petlre~d. I callod th\) .1 r uffio Control rower at Looa::bourne Air ' 
Poroe Baso, 1!u.y43a Roau , Grove port, Ohio , to aaoerta \ n if tl.oy l:a.u a plur.rJ , 
eithor avai lab lo or in the air, which ooulu be uaod to track &.nd identify 
the object. I was told by tlw tower man t h11 t a T-6, trair. !.n~ aircraft, WB& in 
the air a1!d tl~o:,r would in&truot the pi l ot to contact our t o•.1e r and nwnit in­
atruotiuna tr c1m us. I do not kr.ow the name of thia pilotJ he i uohtified him­
aelt by the ncmbor o ll when we were in con1;aot with him. l..e sta t od that he 
waa ovclr ::iprin :t'io l d . Ohio, at ten th ousal&u feet, and cou l d see a briLht 
light in the .est . Be furtho r a~tod he w~~ holding a st~~dy course on the 
li~ht and it appeared to him to be a ato.r. lio did not atatti \Jhatho r he cot. ld 
aee vapor trails. Prior to tho t~o tho Port Col~~bua Tmt&r had contaot3d thl 
T-6 aircraft, I had obserwd thut what at fir ..,t I thought ' 'ero Vtl ( Or trails, 
appoeu·ed aa atrai!:ht linea unu not curly. (Sile co py ot' dr~wir1g ~T~&Ade by 
L~rkt!ith). Tl~o ao amoice li::ll a uia&p~t.U"od ani a li~ht a ppeared due weat from 
f:4Y loctltion in tho tower. Thia l3 F,ht wan V.J ry brie;r.t a nu al0\1ly fel l t o'No.rd 
the horizon in a northweatarnly diroction. The lir,ht diaa ppoa red on t he hori­
aon at &Pt>roxi.natoly 2100 houra, and aa it diaappear.·d tho lir,ht turned yellow 
and t~.on red. (B-6) 
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