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\'/hen cbserver first noticed objects, 0 his first. impression was 
that they were extra large pieces of cardboard or wrapping rn :-c 
tumbling about in an oversize "dust devil.". Observer continu( d 
to watdl them, however, saumed to indicate that the objects w~ r 
held aloft by a force other than aircurrmts. They reacted il 

0 a nanner ind:l eating motive pcwer of th eir11 own. All three obJ e 
·~ted independently ard highly erraticalq. For example 1 one 1 
object w:mJd move up W\ile another 'WOU.ld move do'WI'l ard the th ='f. 
sideways. Object was observed throul?Jl m.ooocular (6X2.3). 
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Both av.ra. Gardinier and a neibhbor, ti.rs. Lowell Allen, observed the third 
object as it climbed and diaappel!lred tol'ard ioAl·B. t.lajor Gardinier described 
the obJects cs rather flat, pancake•shaped, 20 to )0 foct Across, 2 to 6 
teat in aepth. \'ihen first sighted they a pp~ared • khaki tan in color but . 
throQbh the monocular appecrea a metallic bronze. Observation was dif­
ficult because the objects wero constantly quiv~ri~ ond oscillatin~ in 
th• air. They were capable of abrupt ch&~es or direction ond speed, yet 
could also han' motionless in the air excopt for the quiverinb 1notion. No 
sounds were h~~rd. The weather was CA~U. Neither Mrs. Gardinier nor the 
neighbor could identify the objects. No dust or other debris was asso­
ciated with them and no trail, smoko, or flame could be seen. They appear­
ed from the ~\\ "as though follov1ing the course or the Spokane River" until 
they were abreast or the .. 1'1 corner of the city of Spo:mne, orbiting there 
for approximately five minutes end than proceacing S'/~ almost directly 
tov;ard i'i~'B. All three objects appet:red to have a hit;h rate of speed, dif­
ficult to estimate because of lack of reference aa to aize and distance 
away. No further observations were reported. 
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Capt. and &.irs. r·ortn3y Viere returning from th~ city of ~pok3ne to 
FM'B. Capt. Fortney was criving west on Hle;hway 2 about one mile or less 
from the eastern edge of the field when r.ir.s. l"ortn'!y observ~d il bluish ·--
white liiht appro3chin~ the car from the n~rtheast. The li~ht wa s noving 
ate' high speed" and camtt at the car so directly tha t 1Jirs. F ortn~y b~came 
fri.htaned for fear it would strlk$ the cMr. It passea ov~r, howsv~r, 
and proceeded on a SW course ovsrflyin~ the run~ays ana hungsr are~ of 
FAFB • .According to Mrs. F"ortney, the lie;ht incr.Jaf"ed in size (from t h3t 
of an auto headli~ht to twice the size) over the h~ngar a re3, emit ting 
sparks in a fiery trail a ppearing in v&rious colors other than blu~-whit~ 
y;hich it had been. At that time, the light suddenly v1~nt out. lio oth~r 
observations were made. No sound was heard . The course ~~s ro~hly ~~ 
to ~-·, snci travel was j)~ra llel to ths 5round at a low altituc~. No air­
craft were in th~ vicinit;r ~t that time. Ca pt. r:ortney di d not obs~rve 
the phenomenon as h3 was concentratin& on driving and had his sun visor 
down (reason unkno1m) 

~ighting of Clif ford L. Ponsness 1st Lt (Pilot ) I Saturday 8 s~p 2220 hours 

Lt. Ponsnesa w~s returninb to hi~ qugrta r s from the hoffie of u f r iend , 
walking north on a straet in the officer housing area when he observed a 
bluish-white libht a bout th~ size of an &uto headlizht a ppr oaching the 
f iel d frorn the north. He watch~d it as it pa .:3 u~d over t he \"Jest~rn e dge 
of the field whare !t e :1la:rged in size, e mitted "sparks" i n t he form of 
a t r ail for a few seconds ana then ebruotly '·\ent out. ·£he t ime w2s 
a pp:-oximately 2220 . l~o s ounds v~~re heard . Uo aircrsft 'i7are in the vicinity 
of t he field at the t i lr·"· The course of t.h!t object v;as fro 1.1 the NE to S'i~ 
ov~r FAF·s, psrrsllel;..&e:, -::.he ~<2rth at a..,;:-~x:.. :-:::l tely "15'1 rnilss per hourn. 

uv. • • • f R 11 T 
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.u..aj or GBrCL"licr ;;;;;s relaxing in t::e :.3::k y ... r~ of his howe in the ex­
tre.!le co rner of t oe city of Spokane v.h~n he not i eee thred s t rane;a objects 
app-9aring out of the hl, . His first i!Ilpr..,3sion was t h& t they Viere extra 
l 8rbe pi'!ces of Cbr dbo::.rd or vtrapping ::>oper t Uffiblinc; ~bout in a n ove rsize 
" dust devll", !lbout 2000 1 above the terrain. Cont inued observation, how­
ever, seemed to indi ca te th~t the objects were held a l oft by a for ce other 
than eir currents. 'l'hey reacted in a rn::nner inaicatin~ motiv~ pov'.~r of 
th"!ir o·.·m. All thr~o obj ects :Jctod inu~penc~ntly a nd hit,hly erratic::.lly·. 
For e;ompla, on~ ouj ~ct ;-.auld movc1 up Yihile J r:oth~r ·,v•Ji.lld :noilt: C:o-;-;n .:md 
the third sidewsy:J. 

After vratching the obj~cts for tVIO or threl! mi nutes , .. !3j or 
c;llec to his wifu to bring e nonocul&r (6X23) fro~ the house . 
G3rdinier returned with the g l:t ss on l y o~e of th~ ob jects c ould 
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Both •. .ri. Gardi:lier ond a nei£;hbor, , .. rs. Lor.ell Alla:1J observed tn" tnirc 
objact as it climbed nne disappeared to·.~srd FAJ-B. a.laj or GcJrdini ·~r cescrited 
the objects aa rather flat, pancakd-sha ;>ed, 20 t il 30 f~e t ncro:.:s , 2 to 6 
f eat in aepth. \.hen f.trst aie;hted t hey 8!)~~et red 8 khaki tan in color t.t:t 
throUoh the monocular ~ 9pacred a metallic brcmze. Observation \':Rs dif­
ficult because the objects were constantly qulv~rinb onci os~ill~tin~ in 
th• air. They were capable of abrupt ch~~es of direction ~nd sp~ed , y~~ 
cvuld also han& motionless in the air except for th~ ;uiv~rinb ~otion . 110 

sounds were heard. ·rhe v•aather was CA'JU. .Neith"!r 1':iTs . GSJ rdinier nor the 
nl',iJhb-Jr could identify thd objects. No l!ust or other debris \'J!S asso­
ciated r1ith them and no trail, smoko, or flame could be se~n. They e.ppe3r­
l!d from the NVi "as tholl6h followi~ tha course of the S?okune rl1v3r" U."'ltil 
th~y were abreast of the ~w corner of the city of Spo:rene, orbitir.~ thera 
for approximately five ;ninutea L'nd then proc ~..)cing >J.,, almost dir~ctly 
toward i'i~B. All three objects appe'-lred to have a hibh rata of speed, dif­
ficult to estirnat~ becsuse of ltick of reference as to size &na distance 
away. No further observations were repo~ted. 
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Hq 57th AD 92ID Subject.a Silht.irw• ot Unuwal Objects 
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lat. Ind ~IJ, me 350 (no elate) 

HI1DQUlRTmS FD'Tmml AIR FORCE, March Air Force Base, California 
11 OCT 51 

T01 Conmanding General, St.rat.e&ic Air Coalu.ncl, Ottutt Air Force Baee, 
a.aha, Nebl'aaka 

1. Forwarded tor ;your information. 

2. !he S7th Air Dinaion has been instructed that in the case ot 
future aightinge anT intormation ot a potential intelligence value will 
be reported in accordance with Air Force Regulation 200-lS where no 
established report and procedure is imol ved. 

... 

ro~ THE CCIOIANDitll Gmml.ALa 

STANLEY 11. I INS 
l.4f\j or, USAF 
/.~s t Adj ut ant General 
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Commanding General 
)'ifteenth Air li'orce 
Uarch ilir li'orce Base 
ATTNa lJirector of IntellJ.ience 
Calitornia 
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l, Attached are three (3} instances or sishtings or WlUSU&il at-riul 
objects by personnel of FAFB, In ty,o instances the sightings were mede 
br rated officers and all throe individuals &re considered competent an~ 
reliable. . 

2, Due to the fact that no satisfactory explanation of these sight-
ins• is apparent end the near coincidence or times, and dates, they &re 
forwarded for your information and/or forwarding to appropriate agency. . 3 S'() 

. 

3. Aircraft, aircraft landing li,hts, jet trails, meteorites nnd 
other natural phenomena have been ruled out as explr.n&tions by this Heed­
qUarters. 

4. Request instructions as to reportin~ proeeduro in case of future 
ei&htinge. 

1 .Incl 
Report ot si&htin&e 
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ADJCLINI J'RANZEL 
Captain, USAI' 
Aaat Adjutant fr.E~J. 
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5o LENGTH 011 OBSERVATION . . 
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Gmudd-Visual 
7. COURSE 
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10. CONCLUSION • 

UMmENtth !)I 

11. IRIEfl SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 
• • 

• 
When d) server tirat noticed objects, · his first imp-easim was 
that the7 were ext,ra large pieces ot cardboard or wrapping p. 
ttpbl1ng about in an 01ersize "dust devil". Observer oont1. 
to watch them, however, naned to 1D1icate that the cbjecta 
a.ld alott b7 a force ot;her than a1rcurrmta. They reacted -· I 

i a anner ind1 cat~ motive pater ot th eir• own. All three cts 
acted independently arx1 highly en•ticalq. Fer example, one 
object lC)uJd move up lillle another leu.J,d move cbwn ard the th ..... " 
aidewap. Object waa obaen'ecl tbrou~ r (6X23). 
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~i.:htin; or 1•1ts. l''ortncx. wifo 9f Capt, L9n C. :t'or~ney, l1tonday 3 S~g 

2~20 hours • 

- -
Capt. and &.~s. l'ortnoy r.ero returning fro.n the city of Spokane to 

FAI•'B, Capt. }o'ortnC!y was drivin& '~est on Hi..~hy;ay 2 about one mile · or less 
from the oaatorn edae of the field when l;~rd. r'ortney observed a blui~sh 
white li.ht appro3chin~ the car from tho n~rtheast. The li6ht was Doving ,-
:at 11 hi.Gh speed11 &md CI.UI',fi' at the car SO directly thct alirS. F'ortncy became 
frf6htened for fear it would striko the ~ar. It possori over, however, 
and proceeded on a S\'1 course overflyinb tho run~ays and hana;ar are:a of 
}'hi' B. According to r.!rs, :r·ortney, the light incral\ sed in size (from that 
of an auto headli~ht to twice tho size) ovor the h~nbar area, emitting 
sparks in a fiery trail appearinb in v~rious colors other than bluo-white 
v:hich it had been, At that time, the light suddenly went out. No other 
observations wertt made. No sound was heard. The cours e wc.s roughly N~ 
to sv.- &nr.l trGvel was purallel to the ~ro\U\d at • low altitllee. No air­
craft were in the vicinity at thgt time. Capt. l•'ortney did not observe 
the phenomena~ as he wss concentratinb on driving and had his sun visor 
down (reason unkno?m) 

• 

S.i1;hti.n~ of Clifford L, Ponsncss lst Lt (pilot) 1 Sa turds~ 8 Sep 2220 hour~ 

Lt. Ponsness w~s ret urninb to hi~ qu~rtors from t he home of a friend, 
v;alking north on a street in the officer housing area when he obaerved a 
blulsh-white libht about tha size of an &uto headliGht a ppro;ching the 
field from the north. He \·;atch~d it as it passed over the western edge 
of the field where it e:llar{.;ed in size, emitted "sparks" in the form of 
a trail for a few seconds ana then abruptly went out. The time was 
approximat,,ly 2220. No sounds v.ere heard. No aircr6ft Yiero in the vicinity 
of tho field at the timo. '.i'he course of t he object was froraa the NE to ~¥• 
over ~'A.lo'B, paralleling the ea rth at a ppr oxi rna tely "15n miles per hour". 

§ighting of Rus~3ll J , Ga rQ~nier 1 , •• ~j or 1 ( s_>bs~rver) i.1onda~ 3 ~ep 1400 Hours 

fJ;a jor Garcin.:.er was relaxing in the back Y<·I~d of his home in the ex­
treme corner of the city of Spoka ne ,·.hen he notice-d three strant;e objects 
o P:"'nnrin~ out of t.he N\', . His first impre :::;sion was that they were extra 
1:.: q .. c pieces of cs ... rdboard o::::- v.Tapping pa por twnbling a bout in on oversize 
" d, ~s t devil", " bout 2000 ' above the terrain. Continued observation, how­
ev~r , seemed to indic~ te thut the objects were hold a loft by a force other 
th~n .:dr currents. 'i'hey re3cted in a rnonner indicnting motive po\\er of 
their own. All threo objects acted inuependently and hi~hly erratic~lly. 
For example, one object would move up while another would move down and 
the third sideway3. 

• 

After rtatching the objects for tiJO or three 1:1inut.es , .. iajor Gardinler 
ca l led to his \"lifo to bring a monocular ( 6X2J ) from the house. \':hen i.lrs. 
Gardinier returned with the glass only one of the objects could ~~ seon, 
'tile other two havin~ departed in t he direction of Fairchild l\ir Force Base. 
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