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t A3- :.·ijAr Oi-C"~G_t"~il i L..UJld L.. 1! R:=>.L.1NE .<-----
~.~:ATHER CONDITIO~S :I::::t::: CLZi\ R. ----o 

. :' .. ID . ON SID:: aE D ~ ~ L I A !3 LE l-1 
J :-:?')~T OF I ~JCIDENT ;tADE 3Y , 
C:1I!7 TOWZR CONTROLLZ~,-~lOUX CIT"l~-'fO-· - --- . 
>~~'I !::l Ft.IGHT SE:1'1 ICZ (r.rto·~~l"::fA~~ '-l!S3ICN TO 
~:JN.\C, t1l TC!{EL r\l3, S:!:C.1ZT.'\1 Y O!i D .!:FZN5~, 
.· .. ~.:iHIAGTON, A:--JD CO~L-!A~D I dG GZ:JERAL 
i ~ i!ST MILITARY DISTRICT. 

?ILJT, AND {\ t.t1?!LJT1 lL!GXT NI~E, STATE T! ~~ OBJZC 
· · ~ .:i!: !P/:S:D BY TlfE~ AS 2 c:i ~ [01J,'" 3 t;ST I~~ 
1·.i i ~aT :100NLI GHr. ~IOTED I.. I G i1 T 

(\ . ~ 
.. .' 

;..£ 1"~~ ~N RiD AND OR,\ NGE IN COLOrt A f I!:STI:'l.\TED 
fi JT~NCZ Oi FOUR L·l!LZ5 AT A30UT JOOO FEET 
:·: .. :~I TUDE. IN COORD i~h\TI ON UI ";H "':'O~·IER 
'- ?~~ATOR, CtRCL2J TO LZFT I~ 
:· ·.Su .. Rl.Y JIR:!:CTION .\ND OBJECT .\ LSO CIRCL~D , 
r :.\CJT.\INI~G D:iSTA~CZ AND h1E2PL~G AJRZI\ST o a 
:;:.ZAD Cl AI RPLA~E · L'J . ';; Iu ~ A.~:;. :\ l!1PL.\N'!. • 
C·1.'JTINU'ED C I !1CLI~lG TO Sour;; AND THIN ~.~ ST «\~lDJ 
t~5 IT .,PPROr\C!LZD E:\STZRLY BZ:\ !~ .LJ~ , OaJZCT OLI~ K:!:D 
!l":; ars S! :-t!L.'l TO j~UNN~\l~ .t.l.G.HT~ 21JT 
EL~;.,;<I.NG A ?P~ARS:> ro n .... f·tA~UALLY C ONT~OLL!!:D , 
c'\~ OBJECT H!!:ACH.!:D A POI NT DlJZ EA3T Cl' l\ t~ PL.~ :~E , 
;~ :~RIG~T L.~G~! S I ~1~~J\~ ro ~~ T)_L~G ... ~L~~~~J f · 
... \;:, V I~I3L~ rOR A ~i10RT TI. ,!.. AI ..... ~[. , . 1.:.. 
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C0~TlNUED CIRCLING 10 NOHlH A~U O~J~~ ·r ~1AU~ 
~DDIN SHORT TURN OF NINETY Dt.:GR::ES :\'H) 
D!SCENDED TOWARD AIRPLANE AT HIGH SPZED, 
CROSSING IN FRONT AND A30V£ AIR?LANE. 
C'~~~CT THEN TOO;< ?OSITION I\P?~OXL;1ATSL~l I :J O 
: U~DaED lo~E2:4 OIF L~FT SIDE Oi 1\ IRPLANE A~JD 
.~:LIGHTLY 1\t.T AS I~i A LOOSE Foa:1Afi ON. 
CJJZCT 1 .::~1AI~~D IN THIS POSITION FOK I~·JO 
"ft) fHREE SZCONDS TH!!:N DI5;.\PPEJ\RED JELO'J 
AI:lslLJ\~Z AND HAS . T SEEN AGAI~. OtJJ!!:CT 
!. O:SCRI BEJ BY 1\ T 'i'H:!: I I :·1E I'& 
fj3U~ED POSIT!ON AS FROM EQUAL 10 0~£ A~D : -· 
C1l ~-HALF TIMES THE SIZE 0~ B~29 AIRPLANE. 
l·,J ".l .~I:i\GE 1\?PEArtED CIGAR SHAPED A~D H ING 
t.AS LJNG 1'\ND SL:!:NDiR1 liZLL l:oa::IARD J\ND 
~ .\~,1.\IGHT f\CROSS1 LOOi<I~G LIIU: A l.-L.\ f!E~li!:D CI~AR. 
~ · I ~G li A3 :;-ROM NIDDU: TO HIGH ON FUS~Lt'\GE. ~!0 . 
.:~ IG I NE .lACZLLZS vI::; I BLZ /h'l D T 1I d G 1\PP~ i\.~.!:D 
;s A G.LID:!:a ~J !:iG. i~O LIGHT H£R:!: ~lOT3:D 0~ 
C1JICT A! TillS T! :1::: fiND ~10 ~0aNS OF OTltEa 
C~JZCT COULD HZ rJ OTID • r~o ~U DJZ:tS OR 
S1".,3Il.I ZE~S ~iERS SEE~ ON O.JJ::CT ' ;arcH APP£!\RED f\L ·JAYS 
l ' ID.!:R ?'=:!lFECT GIJNT~~L, : ·0VI~JG r,! 'i !LL 
t .O"( S~~:DS V.~HYING l-.. ROi'1 HIGH RATZ 'i'O CLI:l8I~~G 
Sp[EJ) Oi AIRPLA,·~E1 120 r-JIL£S P~~R :iOUR. 
CBJECT-·!}lD -NOt-- Fl:.UT!ER 0~ osc l LLA T'!: A~!D 
:··AtNTAINF.:D ST/\BLZ PC>5ITION AT ALL Tii:1ES 

• • - . 

t ~SER'JID /\ND tJi\3 ABLE to ~·!AN£uvr.a riiTH Gn:::Ar E,,SE, 
f:;:?OrtT~DLY TURNING, SLO~I:•JG D01<'l)J , S?~E:D G U? , I ~ i 
A : ANNiR ~l EVEl B~~ORE EJVED ilY 
l!-~-NAY PILOT. JOTH A~lD 
CONSI::)E:1:!:D R£LI.~3LS UIT~l:!:SSES. D13)"RICI 
CO~MANDZR1 13TH DIJTRICT 05I A~D S/A 

S.~~E DIS!~lCT, :JSRZ P.\SSENGERS OF 

• 
• 

IGHT ~, illD-C 'lT l\ IR-LI Lt::.:;, AT 
I :l!S '11:1~. 5 /:\ SHORTLY 1\FT!:R TAKE-OFF 
} 10M SI'JUX CITY) • ~D UHAT H!!: BZLI~ZD , 
t· .~~ nur~NING LIGHT~ OF l\~OT:i:::R t\!.l?!.ANE . 
Ttl ~~2AR LE1T 01 FLI~HT 9. dO i{THI:·JG t,;~UStJJ\L 
i.OTZD OY DIST!tiCr CO~'l:iAdDSR Oil OTH!!::l P.'\SSS~JGERS • 

• 

- . • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 
I 

I 

I 

• 

I 

I 

~.\TA lU:QUIR:!:D OY ASCS! L£TT:::R UO. (jj 

· ~I~G OBTAINED AND ~ILL BE FOR~ARDED 
L.\RL! ~ST.~ 

DO\VNGI!.\DED AT 3 YE \!l l)17f:RV,\f.~i . 
DECLASSIFIED A F'TC'R. t: YE ,\fi.:l. 

ACTION HAS DE~N TAKEN TO OdTAI~ THE 
I J D! !I JN AL D A 'iA BEIJG 1-"0A'.tl.\rtD .::n i3 Y OS I. 
l :.\'JZ YOU A~Y ''DDI!I QN At IN70Rr!A! iOd. 
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. DOD Dill 5:!v0.10 • 
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""" I ... - ' 1 ,... ,..... ;:;., c ~- /; :;.r ~,./-.J 
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, 
U10o tW. lor. ' " ' lnter .. liiN "'""""('•~ 
wlthla h"••••rton. 

Ut• aat • .,,, ... olliN ay111Mla to dftllpate l"laee ln1tlaf• of d h:tator •nd typl•t. hll'phon t 
ad.I.ru~tor an• ad.r .... N. nambn and lontlol\ to r i• ht of • lan11t11n. 

Natat.er all "••-e. cet~M>~U•of7. 
u .. """,. wf4th or •heet. ..... ald-. 

sua.~1cr Si3h'Llng of Aorj o. 1. Pheno·mena 

TO 5D- OSI 

• I . ..... ~- . I .•.• -·\ r.,·-. ·c ~ "---· -- , . • · c.::; ~ ' ,;..pz . . ... ._ ··-,..--- .,. , .. _ -: . 
• '· -l. _ . . . rA __ ' .. !1. .1 L f.- . · - 1- t.:· ·· ~;,. $1r' . - ,,., _ ,~ , ... ... . ... --\1 

D~TI 23 J o.n ) l . CO,.,.ME.HT NO. 1 

1. Reference in made to the tel ephone convcrs:.lt.ion b cbreen Lt Col J I ' 0 ' Connc L, 
5D- OSI ·(50200), and l·lr. J L Rohn, !·A.! IAXA- la (65376 ) on 23 Jnnu~ry 1951 , subjecc o.~ 
above . 

2 . 'l'hc follmo~lng is i n confirmation of the stat ements and th~:! reques~ mndc by Mr . 
Rohuin the r efe-rence conver sation. 'l'his office has r eceived an information co_py of 
tel t:!ty:pe no . 13 OSI 27, dat ed 22 J an 51, from Headquartern 13th Dintr i ct OJI , Offutt 
A:i'B, Or'13.ha, Nebro.ska, i..o JEPCR/Di r ector of Specio.l Investlga.tio~s , Headquarter ;; U:J!J•', 
Hashln3ton, D . C. This telet ype containec.l o. four- page spot r eport deto.iln of P.n un
conventional o.ircraft slGh ted at Dioux City, Io\ra , und concluded \.rith the sta·l.L.l.'lent 
t h3.t "data requi red by ASCSI Letter No . 85 b e l ng obtained and vill be for\·rarded 
ea:;:·ltest ." 

3. It is requested that a copy of the da·ta being for-rarden be ob t~tinerl uml be 
hand- cnrrled to this offlce as soon as possible . 
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V~·~· 
Bfilli{O:·l \·1. FEILII:G ' 
Colonel, USJ\F 
Chief, Technical /uno.lysis 
Intelligem~e Department 

Div 

A~f~ 
c!J )~'l f), •. Q;\J ... -~ 

"t1 Jrn/eps 
6- 5376 
P D- 11 
B 263D - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - " - - - - - - - - - - -

l 'C Lf!.X.A -la • 5D-OSI 
• 

Request this office ba furnished a copy of cited 'f,'IX • 
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lhle f orM reP.Iocet AMC Form Ho. I o-3, wh:cn w ill 
In u,,d unttl ttO<lc t 011 honcl aro exhowatod, 
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

ROUTING AHD RECORD SH££1 

SUBJECT: ( Unclasalfi~d) Unconv~ntlonal Aircraft . Sio1L"C t.a t:r, I owa 
SP.::X; I.U, I!~Q.UIRY 

ro: llircctor~te of lntelll&sncs 
A t:TN: Lt. Col . \Iilli J 

TALLY 
NO. 

FILE 
:34-1 !35 NO. 

DATE 

COMMENT NO. l 

FROM: Counte-r I n t elli&;ence Divi aion, Directorate of Special 
Inv9sti~ation3, The In~pector General 

!la,j . Detwiler/ C1Jnb/7177o 
_\j,CSI- 6 

• 

Her8with for your information and an7 action deemed nbce~3ary is copJ 
5-.,'l t; Intelliganctt It aport. 13th Di s trict. dated ].... ?.~b.ru.a.ry l 9t>l. ~ u"'::>joct ~- 3 - /_, / I , "' 
P.OOV ~. ,£/ . ~, _ 1 / 

'/ • /"' .-; "' /_..,... !' r~,~A. :.-~ .Y 

1 Incl : 
Cy of 

d td 
Spot Int~l Rpt 
1 Yeb 51 \f/9 i:-1cla. 

o ·~ I -- I 
·",' , -./' r I _.1/_ ... --.. . ~ 
~ *" "f" V I ' ' -•.--' ? --;, ;-!,/ " """(; 

•' - r./ ~ .. ) /" ( - _, ·-
GILD~T R. L:NY ;:: ./-.. / 
ActgChief , Coua~r Int~l Div 
Dir. o~ ~pecial Invast i~~~ions 
~he !~spector Gandr~\ 
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_,. I 
~· _,. .. --~ ~-

.. ,.._.,- \ J 
. ~.,a lao!. :To. ___ _.L ___ iJ (~r,; "'"fit~d-c-Am 
~ ~aut ~t~acned, th~ C 1

' : ·~ l-!c~ti~o or 
,_;.) ,\~riDc;'ft!AL on . ~ . , ...... o~ .,ou::teo~., . 
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Sighteil In Sky • 

, By 1 'tt'O f.,lyers 
I 

AirlJne F1ier Jle8crihe" 
AmaaiR~ Performance 

by Huge Ship 
• -

l(ansaa City.- (Ill)- A veteran 
a1d1De pilot Sunday nlJht told of 
aeean. • stnnJ• alraaft Saturday 
nJJht that did somethlnl .. ,.ou Just 
can't do with a irplanes today.'' 

Lar17 W. VJnUaer of Eaa· 
•u CltJ, rtlN-Coatlneat· atr

J<ANSAS CITY, Mo., Jan. 2:!.- lllte plio& who bu bee• fJ7hl• 
( L P)-.'\n airline pilot said today 1'1 Jean aD41 bee beea wllb 
l- ·• !'"'w a lll!·an~e . monster a ir-1 M14-CoaUnent ae•e• r~.-.. 
c.-a rt in a moonlit Iowa sky above uld the Incident oecurr .. 
S io•uc City, Iow'l, ttnd described it •••r 8tou Cltr. 
as h wing no visibl'! Ulean"' of 
propu bion. He dHtrlbed the atraa .. 

' Td say it was as Jnr~P or halt- Plane u about "one aa4 a baU 
aKain as hr~e as a n-29," ptlot 1 tlmn tlte al•• of a B-2t, wiU. 
J.t tn·y \ \'. Vinther, 3:?, Kan~a:a 1 a lont. aleader fuelaae. loa• 
C1 ty, Ka n., said. "It did thing:t 1 atral.rbt wlnrs aet tanber lor• 
~~r~~-~~§ simply ar.-n't supposed I want th•• a n-Us ... 

I 
I 

Th~» my~t.-ry plane was obset ved 
n lc;o by Vinther's first officer 
J r.• • ' .tme3 •.. Rachrnei~>r, Rl. o ot Kan-
!': '~ City, Kan., shortly nfter t1 ke- 1 
o ff in a Mid-ContinP.nt Airlines 

• DC-~ Sa rurday night. 
, \ 'inthE'r 11airt the plaM hAd ~ ' 
~· ~ lrai~ht win~ "and no tail assem

"There were no en1lne mountti , 
lnas on the wings and I saw u• 
exhaust glow ... Vtnther said . .. T~r I 
winas were stralaht. not IWf"j' 

back like on the a.:n and other jet • 
bo bers, and there w~e no jet 

'1 hly tn SfW":tk of." 
Dachmeier said the aircrait w1~ 

l .... h<tP-"rt li!<P a cigar Md it3 win~ 
•'ltkP " fl a tten ... d cl~ar." 

B•Jt it WlS a heRd-on PI\Ss and 
~ rnan;ouvpr which immPdtatl"l-t 
followeci lh1tt rno'Jt nstonished 
bot h Vin tner and Aachm E:>ier. 

V inrhPr ~.,id thf> plane np
P"oachf>cf h•' DC-:l pa"l'en~er 
~ t .• n~. und then. "just aftl!r I 
n1d turnPd m.v hf>~cf to wAtch him~ 
n·"''· th··re he wa:~ m~ai n fl~ in·~ 
. •me 200 fp<> t by our sirlP-a nrt 
':..l'lin~ irt tht! same ctircction ·,s / 
,, ,. \' PrP." I 

1 " 'illu Cdn't turn ordi na ry air-. 
"~lanes th~tt uut," he Si\id. 
------------------------------ ,, 

110 visible... · 1 inther said the craft was sten 
b7. is copilot, Jam" F. Baehmeler 
of Kansas City and one of the 11 
passengers aboard. 

''As I was gettina tower tlear· 
ance to t oke off trom the Sioux 
Cit1 field at 1:28 o'clock," Vinther 
said, ' ' the town asked us to che~k 
on the stranae light ln the skJ." 

"lVe IPGtted the IIJ'ht a.n4 . 
cUmbecl lD tbd dlredloa. \-Ve 
II&W tbe plane ba4 BO!De IO'tt 

of n&YiJ&ftOft U.:ht.. In ad· 
diUoa to a atronl' white lf~ht 
unclemeaUa the tus,-.e. 'n!e 
llrbLI all blbti&ed off and oft 

• . five or alx tlmet N we drew 
1\earer." 

• 

Vinthtr Sllid his DC-3 was do
lni 120 ml!es an h our and the 
other craft was going futn thao 
that tn t he oppo!tite dlt~ion. 

. . • ' 'l had j ust t urnf'd my hr-ad . ,..... . '\ 

ft' ~ r"'t .. 1\ ·r 1 ~ 1 ~{) from w Atching h im go plst our 
.. 

1 ~ .' ,_..,.· ;~·: ->· i· • ' • • ~ -Fi. • - wlnt when there he W:IJ ognln, 
' ; i , ~ : ~ ._.; ~: ·~:.. ; · · · ' tlyJng right bl-slde us about 200 , 

· ' ~- fet-t to our left, roillJI Jn the same 
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•. , ... . .. . .,: ~1\ \.l lt\t\\• 

olf. In ~ n ?\lid· Cnnli tH •nl Atrlm ·. I 
DC-3 SA I urcla v nigJ, (. I 

VintltPa· ~H td 1h<> piHnt• h~o d n 
~ttJ fliL'hl win~ "1md no ta ll 8~M~u • 
bly to ,.,'1(',.1.. nr." 1 

&chmc' i<'t' ll1t1d the ,.. ircra1 t w~. ' 
· :~thaf')4"d hk<' n ci cat· hnd 1 1 ~ wh;..:

1 •hl..r a flatt(·n~d ci~·su." 
But It wa~ a ht>&d-on J>X'-'1 11nd 

a mfm~U\f'r Which immcduttcl· l 
folio" <'d t1111t mo-.t 11~ 1 o111~h< ,;I 
bo1~ \ 'mlhcr· Hnd R~tchm('1c 1•• I 

Vmtlu•t· 1-uid l hc• piau•• a p
proached hio; DC·.i pa1- engl 1 • 

plHnc. aud tlwn, "jus t aft,.l· 1! 
hAd tumpd my ht>lld to wa tch Jum 
ra~~. thf>l ~ he Witt~ a~n in fl~ in·· ~ 
~u1.ne 2()(1 tc€'l hy ou r t.irlt>-apd 
gOJ (I~ 111 the ~lime dir<'ction .1s ' 
" P " '<' rc." 

"You rkn ' t turn ordma t-y Rir-
~plant.s t hAt f~t ~tl," J•r ,..,;1t 

1 . ------

• 

• 

~·in'!l wue lilraia:ht, not awer~ 1 
back like en the 9..:47 and oth~r jet 
bo 1bers, tnd there were no jet 

• f.Of s visible ... 
l inther Mid the n•ft was lef'n 

•bY• is copalot. J'amee F. JJ.cb~ler 
of Xan~;as City and ~ ot the 11 
pauencers • board. 

.. As J was getlln' tov.·er cleQr• 
ance to take o!f trom the Sioux 
City field at 8:26 o'elock, .. Vinlhcr 
said, ••the towf'T aakeL1 us to ch~~k 
on the strange lftht In the sky." 

'"'\\"e apoUed the Ucbt an4 
• • 

ellmbe4 In that 4lreo"oa. l\'e 
aa'v Ute plane Jaa5 eome fOrt 
of aavlcafton lkbta. In ad
dillon to a 1koac whl~ Ucht ' 
.a•aci~rneath the ~ace. 'lbe 
llcbta all bUDkecl eff ancl oft 

. five or alx Uatu u we lrew . 
aearer ... 
Vinther said his DC-3 was do

inc UO miles a.n hour aDd the 
other naft was colng t aste than 
that ln tbe opposite dtree"tfott. 
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..1 bad jus\ turned my hHd 
from watching h im go p:~!.t our 
w~ when there he was agoln, 
flyinr rJ,ht beside \ l" about 200 

1 
feet to our left, lOin&: in the sam'" 
dir~lon Wf' wrre," tre .afd. 

1--------------------·------------------------.. ---------------1 V!nthu aald Uaa&'• v.·bd 
m,..Ufled hlm b«au&e .. ) uU 

I 
• 

• 

II ' t , .. , ·'\sc 'I II v·, . ' a ,· '" .. ' I 

. -4 , ..... 7 I ~:- •.. . ~ . 

Jud ean'l tar'\ aft airplane 
anuacl that fad at tbd 
speed. .. 
The 11trange plane flew t.JI)nt

Eide about t our aeconds th( n 
ea~ed off below the DC-3 ••Qnd 
we lost him." the pilot said. 

Vinther's flight ~taycd ovcr 4 

night at Omaha. He snid lte 
checked the aJrba~c at Offutt field 
there and leun<d there were no 
atr!orce jet planes 1chedulcd Jn 
that area • 

Attempts to leun furth~'r detal' :: 
concerninc the ~trangc a ir craft Je
portcd over Sioux City w~rc un
availing here Sunday nicht. A 
~1id-Continent a irlines official ,aid • 
that as t ar as he },new no one • 
at the munlcJ pal airport at Scr- : 

' 

gei\nt Blurt h ad seen the a ircraft. I 
1 Other sources, howevt.r, d('(:lint.d 1 

• comment. 
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Siar ing P¢rformance _· 
of Strange Plane Ove~ 
City Related by fli2rs 

• 

-

· bnck lll~e on thc.,J- '11 Mffi other jet 
bombcrr., and t here wt:re no jet 
r;ods \ isible." 

Vinther snld the crnft was :::cen 
by h is copilot, J ames F. Bnchmcier !l 
of Kan<~as C1ty and one of the 11 
passenr.crs aboard. Airline Pilot, Air 

Guard Captain Tell 
of Amazing Speed 

impresseu by the briGhl licht on "As I w;~s J!c\ting to" cr rlcJ r-
&.ncc to ta~:c off from the S1oux 

the t aU of the fusel a£e of the City field at 8.26 o'clod< ,t' Vinther 
strange plane nnd lts speed. sa id, "the to" cr askc·d us to check 

''It hnd more speed than nny- on the stranr.e li~,;ht In the ~ky.'' 
Reports grew Mond •• ' of an thing 1 ever saw before," Ca:>t. "'\\'e f'Po&ted the ll~:ht and 

ama'Zina performance .bY 1 1trange s 3 ugh sa id Mond ... y at Vermtl- cllmbf'd In that dirtftlon. We 
al tcra!t o'e r Sioux Caty. lion, s. D., where he b a !"cnior aaw the pl:lne h:.d some aon 1 

Larr1 l>. Vintht".r of . Kansas in journa lism at the Univen;i ty of navl;atlon Hwhls, In ad-
City, a , ·eter:m alrhne palot, t~ld of South Dakota. His home is here dltlon to a stron:t whitt" ll wht 
of seeins a plane over the hc.' t1 :at 2300 Uouglas street. undernnth the fuse:a,e. The 

: S ll turd a1 nisht that d!d so~et mg Cha~e Falls llchta all bllnktd off and on 
"you just can't co wath aarplanes Capt. Daugh, who at the t ime fh•t or alx tlmn u we drrw 

I 
I 

of today." His uccount told of was up in a T C-3, said tha t h e ntarf'r." 
how the pla!le P.assed h im once ~&ttempted to cbJse the mysted- Vinther !'nid his DC-3 \'. :ts do-

. In the C'pposate dtrcction, then in ous plnne, but it ci rcl t-d and ou t- inc 120 mil es an hour and the 
an unbelievable sho: t tlme l,assJ

1
d climbed h im . He lost it as it d1s- other c raft W 3 S t;oing f~stcr than 

hi ncain coinl in the same - appeared to the northwest . th:.t ln the opposite d in•ction. 
rcc on . C apt. Baugh said that the ni~ht "1 had j u!>t t urned my hcarl 

t ~fondaJ CaPt. JUcharcl of h is exptricnce was so dark t t ~rom w atchinG h im GO p ilsl ou r 

• 

It u1h of the 1'74th flsbter he could not describe the pta c ~·in: when th ere he w<~s ag;~in . 
• u:\dron or the air nation31 other than its bright light 111 d rtyina r ight beside us about 200 

1 u:.rd diselosed be h:acl a speed. eet to our left, ~oing in the same 
almit~r exPerlf'oee a mouth Keith Armold, Sioux man:l ·r U'Cctlon we were," he said. 
or 10 aao. Vlntber nld thl&'s "hat 
Capt. Baugh, like Vinlber, was ee rLANE on Pase S my~tllfied him beuu.»e •·you 

• 

• 
• 

' 

I 

• 

( 
I 

• • • 

' 

, 

/ 
• 

\ 

• 

I I 

• 

1 j us& can'& &urn an :airplane ' J • . around thai fu& a& thd 

\ 
• 

I 
I 

• . an1l a peed... -
U · •rhe stran~e plane flew along-

Continued from Pa1e Oat side about t ou r seconds t hen 
· • cased orr below the OC-3 "and 

of Mid-Continent lllrlines, Vin- we lo!'t him,'' the pilot said . 
ther's employer, sa ld thal he had Vtnther's flight st~yed ovcr
be .. n unable t o Jean. any more night at Omaha. lie s:tirl h e 
d et11 h. However, he said that checked the "l rbase at Offutt field 
J ames Yannty, :100 S. Glass there and lea rned there were n o 
street, h ad notified h im of seein~~ air force jet planes scheduled an 
a plane with particularly bri~ht that arcl. r-.. · - ~, 
lights at the same time as Vin- ·----
ther. 
Gives Description 

Vinther h a.1 been flying 17 
yci\r~. ~even with Mid-Continent . 

T he Associ"ted Press sAid that 
V1nther d <'scrlbed the plane ns1 
about • one :.nd a halt t imes the I 
size of a D-29, with a long, slen- , 
der fuselage, long straiaht wings 
~et fArther forward than a 
B -2!l's." I 

\ 

• 

, 

I 
"There were. no engi ne mount- , 1 , , •AJ )li' \) A1' ·~ YJ·~.\1~ f~'l' f·~ lt\ 

Jn·' a nn t hf' w1n~s and I saw no ,,O\\i\(,{,n ,., J' • ,., • ~ , • , , , 

ex'tuust .(')o\,.." ~inther sJ id . " Tht> \) EC L.\SS 1\•' 1 E l) A l· l 1-. l \. J ~ Y l:..Al ~ 
•wi ngs were ~trai~ht, n ot swf'pt }JOU )JlJ' 5·~·'0.10 

---. ,. .... - . ' , , l ·'. 
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~------- o-
,' .-.Sfoljx City By Kansas City Pilot.; 
I . - - .. . I 
~ P !ttr;·. Wl\ich Clnn~t Be Performed by the Ai.,l.-n" of 

I 

' 
1'~q- )\' er .. ~ecuted by !he-~b~lfriCJu~. ShiPY: :, (,.' · ... .. , ~ v·J .L -- - s · · ~-.:... ... tt ._;.- arz'lai'V - -.n..-r ay•. · · .. ... , - ......_..., .. • · 

• 

• n I· VETERAN air llne .,not to rh.ack on th,.. ~tr:uage light in f 
. lo&lll JUint told of •eein'f • the "IKy. • ~ 

1 ltnnge alrcra1tSaturday ' 'We apottf"d- thf! light :\nd • 
1 ni~ht that did aomethlng dlmhed ln th\t directJon. We 1 

(1"you JUW can't do wtth alrphtnea aaw Cta plane !lad some sort of t 
. ot today.' ' notvl~at lon ll~ht•. In addition to a ''I . t.arry W" • . Vlntht!r, 6028 Jluena stron~ white lfzht · ndemeath ' 
e \ilsta J ohnson County, Mid· rhe fl·~~hKe. 'rh~ 11 {ht_. all 1 
: Conti~ent Airlln~ pilot who hAS I blln'<t'd ort anti on 1ive or :;lx : 
~ h:-Pn nytnc ~;event~f"n yeari anfl tim~s as W~" dr~w nto .. r~r." 

1 .. ~ t' bt'en wi th Mid-Continent . Qthf'r Cr3.h Tr:uf'linK r-'1\~tt. 
~ • .. :,v~n )'~artt, sr~ld th~ Incident V lnth~r r.:drl . hi~ DC-3 w~~ do· I 
' · O('CUrrett ov~r ollOwt Clty, Ia. ln~ 120 mtles d n hour anrt t :1t" I 

• ~ :~ •lelJcr1~tt.the· strange plane- other cr.'lft w:t~ ;lOing hstPr c 
S \'4 .'l bout, une· and a half t•melJ I' thllln th:tt in the oppo!Jite dlrec:- c 
, tlte size of a B-29, with ll lnn~. tion . 

1 ~~~"~ Juselase. Jon~ straight "1 h.id 1ust turned my hPArl 1 
wan~es ~et f arther forward l han trom watcl'?tng him c;o· past ou r t 

ta B·29 
5

• winn wh.-n th:.are he w:ts a gain. ' 
a 1\o Jo;x,.aual (~low. flying r ight be lJide us about 2 .0 t 
• ' 'There were no en~ine mnunt· fcPt to ou r h•l r. going Jn the 
I tngs on th~ wings nnrl I saw no 1 ~ame direction we were," he, 
! cxh~ust -.Rlow," Vi ntner uld. s~h.t . · 

1 · j"The win~.s Y. e re ~tralght. not l V inther ~aid that's what my~-
' c;w~pt h.cck Ilk• on thf" U-47 'lnd 1 tlf iPrl hi m bo»cause you ju_,t can 't ' 
!

1lother j et bomhers, nnd ther~ tum ~n airplane u oun\1 th at 
J •.ver,.. no j~t pods v isiblf'.' ' lflst :n that s peed. 
' I Vlnthfl' r &aid the cra ft W'H The ~trnnge pla ne flpw alon~
· 1seo~n hy his co-pilot, J <tme~ F'. s irloo a bout !our second~ tnen 
:! t Bac~mf"lc-r, 2fi()H Park \V o o d f"a:o,et1 oH l>'!low the DC-3 a nd we 
t lJoulevard , KansAs City, J{ nns .. s, ltost him, t he pilot :o~~ i d . 

ami on~! of the el~vpn p:t~~-n~ers 

1
. V i nther's f light stayerl ovrr-

1 aboarrl. ni~ht <\t Omah'\ . He said he
/ " As I w~s ~t-tlinJt tow~r cleu - tcherkf'd ti tP ~tlr has e :t t Offutt 
l J.ance· to 1.ake ol!"~m the SICPtx lfleld there and lear'ri~ t~~re 
· ,C., t)' field at 8:211 o 'clock,'" Vln·

1 
w•re no 'llr force Jet· pl~MI I 

• •:her said, " the towo!r <l.'lked u•·IIC'hflduled in th11t ueA. · 
'I I - • • I • I 
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UNITFD STATES 

SPAN· 230' 

LENGTH· 16 7 ' 6 " • 

f "'GINES 

SFHD. OVeR .435 M?H 

~.CCO H.l lES COM3. qAD. 

lJN!nD ~TATES 

5PAN· 23')' 

l ft-.GTH · 182' 6" 

ENGINLS: 6P· W R-J360'S 

S?EED (APFi<OX) JOO .v.?H 
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CAPT !·!cDIER.7 EQ. USAF, 1JAS~LLL'1GTON D.C . 
- ... ~.._, .. _,..,.._ • • ae¥ X I._.._.. ..... ....._....C ....... 

210200 \21 J"an'":.'"ry 195:_ __ __ : 

Tb.fJ tollo:-t1D3 r:n;:;~.:tge t-Te~ cslled bJ talaphon-a 17om I•!C-1TS e.t 
1,iash1ngton Nation.a. l .i'\1:->.tpo~t at 0200., 21 Jan 51 to Capt f·!civei •, 
Comrt.and :>ost Duty Otf~.c~:(' . !·li\TS ~acai'7ed the info via n:essage 
~om Fl1gh~ Ser;ica 3ddre5s0d to Sec De~: 

11rl'aarast i·lil :!:ca!'y a ::-ea. <.11s ·i~i~ ict t.!O~t:tlnd O:t"'flxtt . Ci rvis v t c :.nity 
of' 3_:lo,s.-:_ Q~~: .. J!1.lnZ.~ip~.l __ \irpo!~t ;:,ntwe~in estL-n.~ted sltitude 2000 to 
9000 distance ot 2 ~o .. :Jmiiea asti ;natod 280-285 dagr3es f~cm control 
tawer 1 un1dent1f1ad fl~ing object obS-3:i:'Vln~ aiA'ora.ft mid Contin~nta.l 
Airlines :?light !J 9· Di~p,\l.r>ted Siou .. ~ City 2031 control altitt~c~ or 
o'bjaat 2 t o 9000 vsrie.bl~. T:L~ s~t;)nt tn vicinity .!l:p:?ro:<1.rr.at~ly 14 
:t=J1nutas . Pilot and Co Pilot of o1dcon·~in.~ntal flight~ 9 ~.nd 2 
p$sser..g9J.t3 f"_ .. o:n USA:;' OST . Wv.s. .. ch~l' r-:>por·t olear v iseb111ty 15 o1l!s 
-~ ~urparatnro 7 d~1:1 point - 4 1-Tind rr..f 9.'i; 11 al't.irr.ater 053, 2030 sux 
~1eathar 7.'0!)ort 1 unid9n -t :l.f'1ad flying object ti~a of fi:-st e~htin3 
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