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• PROJECT 1~73 RECORD CARp • 
• ' • • • 

LOCATION • 

L o N (; ~~H C! Wos ~ulloon 
1. DAJ~. 

, \ \' • - • 
12. CO,..CLUSIO,.. $ 
• 

.. ---- -- Califorti.a ~ 0 P•o bohly Oolloo~o 
l -:---~~_;_;_;_.,;~;;...:_:;.._~~=---~-~--=-~~-~;...2.___:~~:::-;:.:.::=:=-.;...;.. _ ____ -f 0 fJ 0 1J I bl y Coli NHo 

4. TYPE OF OISf! AVATION 

23 Sa~ember 19 
3. OATE•TIMI GROUP :J' . 

0 GN"" ~Vi suel 0755PDST ~ 

Locel D ~•"""· RMor 

-:--:~;::::;:::==-===-:-:=-:=:::==::...-4--r-.:;;)b AI.- Vhuef 0 Alr-lnt•rc•pt Roclor -; ---------·----....---.-..--~-------1 
CMT ~ 

• --s. PHOTOS 
a v • • • • # • 

V::-.. 
• I ,J . ' ' F-86 Pilot s - __ .. ___ ..__ 

7. ' · cousat 

0 Wca All c r of t 
0 Pro bob ly Alr c.roh 
0 Po u i bl y AI rcro ft 

0 Wu Jo. atto hul•• i c ol 
0 Probo t.l ;· Ast n.r~<o u'\ lco l 
0 P oul hl y Ast~r•o• •lc:.al 

0 O!;· _ _ · 

.. ~ 
• 

• 

l!NOTH 0' OllU:RVATIO .. 

Not Reported . • 

I. NUW8fR 01' OIJ!CTS 

1 . . • 
tJ I ' • •fllclc.h l l> t.tt a lur L lu-.1 ; ,,. , 
0 U ul r •h -m 

1----------------·-------!.----------~-- - - - - - - - -· - "" ..--
lOS IJtl!' SUWWAIItY OF SICHt iNC pape wa s round . Coler was silver. 

believed t he pilots saw a radi osonde 

SEE C113l FIJ..E 

It i s 
OOJ_loon. 

11. COMM!NTS 
Evaluat ed as a bal Joon . 

--··- ... -·-·· ·--

L-----------------------------·--..--.--..--.--.----------------~----------------------- ·- --- ---~ -~· J 
Al'lC 7 0Q \( 31') ( PPV 16 :JI' P !i'l) 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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• I1:A.:;.CH A:?. F'I·:C:. bn!·! - "'"' " • • d 

-
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I - tscu~ -To ··1 """ I.,,.. r ;·-· ·-. • .; .... >- • ·..Jr •• ...~ • ..~ . . u. 

• 

·•\.jc'n 8""~"" 'c .... cd ill t, + . • · •<- : C"""'r• ""·· ) - • .. t' ( \,; ~ ..., \,.. • t... - .., .. II> ... ~ "' • ' - • , 

• 

• 
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The fi:st rc;x>rt of t!'-.!s inci 2er.t, 
proved ~ bo incn~lute ~~o :islen~inr. 
diserc::>enc ie:; a.'¥.! the follow in.- eccoun t 

:'urthcr in-:t:~ti;-t. tion !::=.:: c')rl ·c t..!u the 
• 

o~ the inciL!ent i~ consi~crc1 to be . -
accurate. 

At an-r~'(i::llltcl;r 0700 ~7, t.._.o F-C~ ni rcraft '.Jere scrP-'7lbl·::~ ~· Jr.\ ~:>r-:e A:_r 

Fo:-ce !la~c' ';e:.lifornia' on a r ")\.:tine n.l.~si.Jr.. ~no n!.;ht \JC:.:; '."f! C ',..)r~!~ tv u.:,.:> 
4 - ' · · - .,o -o ' .. b c"' · ( ,.. · , , 1 ) ,... r1 · · +- \-. ~ t · • · · · · \.... . 4 - .) .; :. , :f v•• vC f • l:1C-·')~~~ :;·,·cr a:: . ..l !a l. •" .• 0!"' .• ::!.. t ,. -.1.·· "1:> !.il ... l C :". 

~-.:! t,..)() : ~ U" : ' he::li:. - ·..o·.z:'...I' .: .i..c!".r :..; .::.c:: :.~:io . ~ t v. :1·rnxi:·..c: ~··:;. ·.- ·. '/ ~ ~· j-J .... ..,. i. ;,c • 

, ··-· 
- -· 

• --- -
• 

rli-h ~ r··~r .. --1 to CCI +: .. t t ·•.,.:.r c .. r,.. .,..., ,., .:: n .. u· ~ ~ en · l.·.· .; . o · · c · ~ 1· ,.·1 · · · , · ·~ • -1 1 - · 
1 v - 'V #~ .,,.~, • •'-' V OJ J ~\f "·•, U•L _. 6 \, ·~ ·, • \ - J 0 , <• ' _ , ."' - " - · · 

The fli(:::t ·.:,,L: JO scc ')mls ot:.t. of Lon:· . .e:.c !1 i~.i io t1t thi :; . ~i: ! · · . :},(: u·:)~!:C~ tn
!l~&:cd tn be inn lcf ~ orbit at. abou t ~ ,OCO ft. ·.l::c objt·c ·. c0L.. : no t. ~<.: ~ic~:c .. ~ 
up bi• th-' !"'!"::>un : radnr, ho._.'!::.,._.r, •r i ::;~a.l C·J:'l Wct •.tas :7'~~ntu: ~(!<.: . 'i':Oe o~ ~ cc t c '1z:
t.inueJ e l c !"t. or:lt aaJ pass<hl o·t~r t i:c t.Yo ~trcra!"t. ;\~~:-:: - t. .~ '..i£: :'0 ::::...: ~ ':..:; 

the r. <".t i - t ...... i ,;cn•ify • .,.,. , o :. i--·c· "-• .. t··~ .o · · •r•"r "' ' "n "'' c ce; •·-- "·· , •1 ' t - ...... ... .. _lt~•· ·a'r. ,.-uu .:J .,...,~ • • ..., "'·' - - .. - """ '- ..,. ·· - ., _. """"' '--- ~- -. ... ..., . . .. ~ ....,. _\_.. '"J '"'• · - '" ,.,._ ..,,.J ..... 

Of tt:.c objc.ct 0.."\C a fuel ::;hort.c.~·e . nt ei":r o;d..P .... ~ tel;,· 0c l0 ')::' ( ..... } : t!:C !'li ·i. t \.' EJ.S 
relcl..l:;fl'.! b,7 t hr eroun,: cor.trollc:::- ~ . .) ~cy rett.r.ic-l to ucor r:e ;.ir ?orcc t, _ ~c . 

~c ')bjt'Ct ~/neared to be an ~lrc~i::.f t • .. d t h !~ 5° S\:e '• t ...,.i!1!' r a.:1·! ::.:-ir·ht ~ilvcr i :1 
.~olor. ~·.'hc!l l n5 t neen t ho ot~cct \.l !l G in a l eft orbit, or r~rc ! i:-1 · to \2.c J t:!'i. , 

e pilot's o~lnion wa~ U: r;. t it \..'as o s·.:c':)t '\Ji.."'l.r tnc e:.:rc;·~t. 

At a~~rx:i:~tely 0 £00 .Pw? f::n~ a.:l.ii tiocal r - 86 aire r- ·.1-'t \:c::-e :::c;·:..:::..l<..c.l 
fr'JD Georr.e Ai13 to relieve t~c t·..:o a~.-o7~ ~c ntior.eJ Y- ... 6 ' ~ . '.1·c f.'c ·.:.r h i! cr;t.ft 
s olit into t•-'')• :\l()-5 hi'? clc..,e."l~, deno ted ·ns i:'liri~t ::-A t-"1•: ~-J . .; :1 t! .c i r
closcd o'7erla~· . r'llf7ht ;~--" \.':-.s vectore 5 ton position l!.t 1!7° ?C '. 6 1..: 30° . 
:l>'ll. T'r.ey Br."ivec nt t h:.::; :x>~i t!.o z_t nt :>.'J:r oxj·1et..cly U210 o.."'lt: si--h~<l !. .. e 
object hir!: a~ 1 : o'~loc:~ at ...:!:at a7J?eara~ t1::> be o'7e; r : \J.roc 1\?: . ;.. ~toa.:: ;.· 
cllr.tb vas :J.....!e to -~J ,COC ft. o.n~ t.i ;:..: o:.; uc t \JUS fo\.:.n .. : ~ :.:c nr a.r : ': rc:1 n:.·-- . 
The object a-,,earc~ to be in ~ c::>nt.r)ll t.-<1 orbit to t ha r .!. r. !-:t u.a::.: l C:f t &:. ~C· , OOO 

-

• 

to 55,00C !'t. 'l';1e t\Jo aircr~l: .. t. s U1ycJ L"l ti:c w-e n f o r l i...- 1 ~ ui:1 tc:: lJ<; ; .. Jrc lJrc!L-:
ine off t!'lc intorcc:->t c!ue t.') a ft:cl ::;hor~·e n.'1..! lu.-"lde·~ n ~ uB4~ ..... ~-:· . 'i!:C' 0~)j cc-:. 
a;>~ar~~ to be E.t evept vi~.., aircra!.'t. 

- . -
-

'rhe :.· ecorx! elq~nt .o!' the {!TO\!, , n:> te~~ a s f'l i rh'! .:- ~ . on t :10 over~ a;;· , o:.,::ervr.; 
~he o uj cct !:00 :1 after ta.;:e .,;:-r. :-he o·- ~:c:; c·. ~-,:~c~e 2 t,') ~>~ ~ -c :.= :- ;.r; t..t . • !c.e 
flirht :=w.dc a scrie~ of c li.JJ':;j .. "! .. :.~s ~nt' e r t!lC objc c t u :· ~~c:,· c 2 i:~b.:~ ~' .'. ~ , ;._,:. 
ft. ~he ol;ject We.!; in V. \:i.:c rirh t t •.r:t. J.1.t 0.;-Jpr .'):d ..nr. -tJ..:! ;,· \J(} ~ }J~7 t::...: hi.rc~c.:t 
broke off t::~ atte!':lotoc in~rce :; t an(! r~,; tt..rncc to t r.eir L·r.s E: . :·~.i=.; fli :-!:t r~-

• • 
ported t..~u t the o oj oct o.pne~ee to te rcl.!!l~ a_,~ sil vcr. 

the 
'ibe 

• 

• 

• 

tro mo~ il'l tcrce<Jt~ verE" e t ~::'1ted . . . 
r~o...r :::crcc :1 nor t..-ns it ru""'rter! tv ~-~ o':..=::: c.: r-t r::~ v : s~!lll ·t 

• 
F-S6• s , however, ·.tare ~cr:tin a.l l .:r t;-...:.et.ed b.:,' r adar . 

• 
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due to tr.c r ... c:. 
Jet :.ison u-.~~ . 

• 

....... -......... 

• 
'-· - . .. . · '-"-: .. ' · , :...._ 
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YNCLASSlfl 
un:-;:.lc to clinb ~ the c·stl::nt~d nl ':.i tu:!(· of ~':!: 7=Ject 
t.::c· ... vcrc cu.rr·.·ir .. - exV.;:-=lal fUel tunf.!i un .! ,.(: le~-.....: :. no t t0 • • 

II S- - ~~ · o- ! '"'1' ··-!G . ... TC"' e •I' \ \J•.I •· · • .-J .. ft. - •' 

• . 
~t 070C ?"&JS~ a rad!.:»son.::e t.:.1lloon -..ras rclensc~ tr:>n t.~e Lonr ~ Ct;.C : ~:unici~oJ 

Airnort. 4h.is bell .~n w&.:: lost a~ 071.. ... :>~':'. eicht r.d lc~ fr"n t i:c &::-:art on a 
bcariny or 95~ tree.~~(: to a. ~.:~1!\:nction o:..- ~h· . trnckinr (·c.:ldr::ll!nt . l,ce ;ioint 
;. on ovcrlaJ.) A~ t.:~is · tL~~ the bnl 1 oon l.:Oul i have been at np,,r ox :...-..:::. -~] y 40,000 
ft. 'i'he vin.!s abo?•~ !.O,C,~C !t. are t:JL.:n.1\m but 1 t iz 1or!c~ to e!::~~-~ t~t& . t c. t 
this altit'..l~o thcj vi11 ::~ reht!.v<: l.:,r co:1:: ~.,t in .iirt.: c~ior.. A::::u .. -...:.::- a rclr . t!.v~ 
constunt dir~ction o!" "nC0 ~~ an a·.r,_:n· =-~re va!oci t.;,- o~ ;o ~ot.:: :lbo7c ;_ , ~100 ft. 

· (th•! "Jlr..! at J.t.,cr.IJ ft. \o"fls ; 80° at · .1 :-:n~ts) the po:1siblc f!ir::t :>c..:.:.. ·.Jf' ~-.c 
bnlloun ec.n be; :Jlo~t(.-d o~ t r.e ove r : ay • 

. ·~},(: o r i :· .:..nul .: :.~~.t~:-.r ~ ~:: ?l i ··~t 1 c ~t:J.: ·tcr-J -.o:::; :; i1 .1~ · ~ov~ v-~ :: .. _.e: ' . .:.Jl'1rJ:1 
~:::; t! .ci:- l:en.J tr.r ..... ,~!.> t.o .... ~;.~·.j U:>~; i !·e.ch nir - ':>r- t • . J.!: :..: U..:t l t.t. .2c o!' :,::-_ .= -~~ · :; ~:~ ~= .c 
tbc of the ::;i,.ht.ir.,- i :::; -..:..."'l::n~y .. -:1 lx.t. \:us ~ ;ro":.::.' l y bcl :)'.J l.u , vC~ ; ··~ . .n~ :· I~ :· , t-~1c 

ti.."le or t !te o:-i r· inai. tir~tint·, t~e bu..llo~~ -~t.:lJ bt: at ~ ~~0 t.> ~·~ . --·: a , f t . r~d 
a~;>ro; :!'"'l.D.tc!.;,· ten - lie::; ~ir~c -~y ntca.J oi' tr.e tuo nlrcra,.t . !1:t.; c. ::·-.:.:-.:nt '1rbi t.
tinr or t he Lnll<YJ:1 Cai'.;l')~, Lo eh-lai.n~·~ . l::~ balluJn \-:,) , J. : !~.~.:,. a :· :- ::..-:~nl tl.:rn 
r:ue to •Jin1 :::;r.i fts '!..·ut t :-.estl h.rt.: s-, ['I"Oi t.&l. t~~. t it i : d ::n.:.i . ~. :~·J. i:' -.:.-=. ::-.o·r·;i.Or!t 
Would be ll")r)~Cn t : .. r :>n E:.."1 ni.:-cr:.!' t U!: f.:,:::;t :!::: f.ln f - :6. 

• • 

r: r • to t' ~ +- • f '"11 \.. • "' ' i ro "lt\ ' t " ??QO • ~ crrl.!lf.. ~c r nunl. w ~ C,!'; o : c-~ ... ~-1\, 1 a ..IV ;m:> •..J:::...'1.: c..~ _ 1 :::; 

I 
i 

ns~urlN!, at 0210. : ;-,.e a .-, --roxin::l~ ti..1e t:te :·- ~6 · ~ 5i;-r:wd thr: o: j '=" c-. :·:x--. a 355° 
TC' t:u ballo'Jn '..':>·.J= t-..e a\, B or. the O"l!:rln;;· . .. he b::J l rl()ll ·.rouJ -~ :--r·~~ :. l:r h~· u t 
an al t!. tu~e o~ U: • ) () ft. ·t r.C: :1carl;r :; ·~rai~:. t. a.!1cP.d o~"' tl!c aircr:-: f t. _-.~c: t/.> t!:<! 
size o :· th<' :T:llo 1: • the :i!.. t..L:..'"'l~:! cut...l.d hs..vc b<' cn r:i!:juc:;t·d ll.r.l: t !:c : -11 :>u:l . 
coulj hnvo 6')""\~ll.r\.! ~ tl) "vc nc~ :ucc . mea nr nin t~4C: orbitt inr ·- ~· :.~~ ~b.;cct 
eann'Jt be t"! .\.':lln i ne<?. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

·n ~c a tt.·~ter. inte:-·~e?t b:r Fli:l: t 2-B ea:mot be ox?lai:1v<! . If · ··~· f"r :>u."l~ 
trf\Ck elvcn ~)"./thE' le!der of •'}i:-ht ::- 3 i s C'JrTect it is Vt':rJ CO\.~ t~_: th:lt. t.hc 
fli: ht was o'Jsc rtlnr- a talloor.. !.'he tine t :-.a t they si;ht:J)c thtJ o: .. j-: ~~ 1~ not. 
known but if lt. is asst:.:.:~d thllt ~~ .e.r !J.e\: t.<:~c~th the o~j c ct f or :r- --~~tc :J, 
it is hlrhl.:t .:ou~t!\:.1 that a \.:i:l:: shift o~ nearly J{JJ0 c :-na-1 o-:c~ ~':":'c (:C ,coo 
ft. to rive the illusion or a t ·. ~ • 

:'he "10:J.: ibi.l!. ty o~ thi:J oC.j ec t beinr. e.-. ex :1cri:-:c:1 tal ni r~r ·~~ : r :::. ~·x·:o 
sou t 11ern :alif'or::lla a.ir~a .. ·t ?l e-.1 :., n.:.. val F....i: !'i t:lt: , or .!':·~:-: .r£ ~ 1c..r-.:: s .;.::- ;:-orcc 
3-"l:;c • .. :n.s c h:.1c :-:oc.: t.:!th n .··f!tti·le rcs:.lts . :io 04~her ~alloon :: •.rerc r · 2.£.~'"'!~ in t~c 
vici.:li t y. 

I I I "' ) .• ,.. · · · I '" ·r·· • o~ . 1t• o~ L1• ~ .J • ..) • 

~:1 th th,.· in!'or-ution :tv:d lcbl·: , it c r..n..,Jt be conclt!d~;d th11 t t::.~ t:~ject \:as 
,. .. dofin.l tel.: t~c rar21os··m=!e ballo.:n r C;lcnscc : r-on Lon!.,. Beech ; . :u..~i·~: -:.:.1 .:.~ '>O!" t. 

tb\-1~·1~ :" 1 !; -4_."!C:) t~e ba2.loJn \.0 :)5 nc~ t i\C f:i :-::t :->o.t"h of h :0 o:· tho. :·_ :,._ el"::~~::ts, 
- - f\nd e.s~-::1 :1{! t.'1!l t ~hP. or~i ~ ~L"!r o f t- ':1•- o bJ l.! :::. l-Ies an 12.-u~io !'l C: L.:.c:: r:...• -:~:e r•·lA c.! ·re 

· Co:ltion betwc<'n the ball 00:1 a..~ the alrcra: t. it can b·; co:1c::..uieJ t.: 1:~ :. t.~e u:J. -.:~ :1:..: 
object vas Yery ~ssibly n rndios ~n ~ c b~ll~n. 

'. . . - . . .. . . • lJ 
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the :.:.e in \f:..!ch t.h·: objec t \:es f :>:..l =:> wc,; in 
" 

- •' 
The thir\! a~:.c:"J~ted !.::-....: rce --t, 

vi~o tt:rn, ea:::ot be e~l:w!!lcc!. 

It 1:: not ~llcved tha-: !\J.rther 
a1,m1!"1caz,t cct.a&ls due ttl ~e !o.ct. 
tran::fE:rl e..! over..:eas an~ .~~ to the 

in ~:TOf"A tio~ \lo-::1-: !)rof.~cc &."'\1 a!d 1 t ional 
t..!':a.t ~.Jr..c o: -:.."'le ~~on."1cl i~vol._e.i h.:lve bee n 

• 

tL';I! :since ~~ inc!..:~nt. 
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•. 11 ~, ............... _, . .. . .. . ... . . Q -. ... .... _.,. ··- ·-. 
"• · ... .. ,. ,. ... , .. , . .: . ''""'"" 

J • J .... J • - • • ._ - ~ - v • 

:tn: io::o~:!c b!U.l{A)n~ \."C-:"!. n':eu.sc:l !':-en 5::~!1 ~ic~o , loll{: !S(·a.:~ a -...: !.>~.:1ta 
' (•-'a .. ~,1,.o- ......... ro-.... -o-~- .. ·-1·~ .-..~ ~FP" Al, ,.. ,. ... n .... - " . . ,. .. • ... ~r · r- •-·io: ..... • .....,...._ ' tJ .. ;..L "' ........ .u. u.., '- : 1 • •• ....._ ................ J ...., , ....,v .-.~.. ... ...., . ""·"-._) t,.; .. . !..ftJ , #\.G.'- .,.~ 

we~~ -=~~c;.~J b;t OOI !()rs.,n::~l e-"'!~ nl tl.o~ .. r. ~::c ~nlloo::s ·.1ur c r c.. lcnse ~ n,.: 
van ~her :: t ·! ~io:t ""'Crf:-::>~cl st~~ th~~ 1 t. ~c b~ ~~rJ =.~w.: ~!'::1 1~ t.!~ci:
b~L ll:l~:'!~ ~nul·j ~r.,., ~r'!vP.l~~ :i.:!: eot:.r!!~ -#~U-t thE.! otjce~ t r i!O"cl oc . 

All or ~he :'!a:;;:- llre:-:..~:. !'!! etoric~ 
~rirnnt.ol nicht t~sts \/Cre ~nte.ctc~. 
at the tL":lC -,r -7~~c ~1 :-!: tinc. 

l'..IY.! 1n!:t1.1 l r. ~!.or.s ~n.Juc.ti r.e '!:r:
;:o cx:neri..-.e:1 !:il ni:-crnft a 1 r~:-r.e 

. z -• 
M~1 tio!ll".l in~or.;ct!on !.e~ ~en roq·.;~ ~tcd as to ad~l tionn..l d eta1.1~ of 

the incident ::uc:h !18 tt:xs ~-..= loea tio!'ls dt:rinr : !,e c..ttc:1p~ 1:nercer;t1~u 
by the F - f-6 1 s : .r.e o ~r.~r '"'Oss!~le b tllooo l uu:'lchL"".i:s • 
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Hq uSAF 18D 24-129, Subject; Sighting ot Unidentified Object 

• 

27.ADDI 360.1 (30 Oot 51) lat I nd 

HQ 27TH AIR DIVISION {DEFENSE) Norton Alr Force Base, San Bernardino , Cal if-
NOV 1 1951 

-,- . 

·~-... ··4"1 -~-
---·- m• • ..... ·-

ornia • ·-~ 

1'01 00 .AtiC Wri,ht Patteraon Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio 

Forwarded herewith is the Report of • lnTestigation requented by your 
Headquarters, reference ATIAA-2 Grudge • 
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Sighti.I8 ~t. Unidentified Object 
Over Long Beach, Cal1rorn1a, 
On 23-September 1951. ,.. .. . .. 

~~ SP&.:IA.L INQU I RI .... 
.. . • V• - ,.. ~ ..,.• 

r. ...... • ... , , · ... ·'-..... ;,c,."(. ;Jo .,., :t ~ 
~ ~ . - . . . . •'' .. 

• 

•• • 
• • 

• 

• 
.., .. ~ ' • : ,. • .... . , • .J. ... • • 

• : 7J ' . .. 

• 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

30 October 1951 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• • 

• 

' • 

• 

• 

• • 

• • • 

--- . 

... • 

• 

• 
• 

. --... 
• - ---
• . ,. - -. --· --- -·- • 

• .. -::-=.::: .....__ ... -- -- .--.- -· em 
.. ~ • • • ..-.It" ., - • 

·W"'-~- ~- . . --- - - - - -------- -. --~ -- -- ----- ----· -• • 
• • • • .- ... ___ - - - -- - - • -• • 

1. Re!erenee is mad&-to you'i lett&r ot 22 October 1951, cntit1.ed 
. "High ?lying Unidentified Dbjeet".., your f:il.e nntObar .. 271DDI JbU..J. ; :-n::- ·- -,_,. 
q_u:!s~.a..::-..g thi 3 Dist rict· 0!!:'.-ea ... .t.o ;:co~let. ~ investi.s .. ~r. c.A.. !'~~-_:1..! 
the :sighting of an unidentified -ebjeet ~er Long Beacll, Cali fc- rnia1 on 
23 September 1951. 

2. Attached i s t he Ol"iginal and one 
Special Ag~t FRED T. RAGSL)~, ~hlch sets 
vest.i.gation pertaini ng t o thi3 !t .. ,t.t3r. - ......;...; -

eopy o! a l'6f0 1 .. ~ )"I• r.p;n~ed by 
forth t~.,o results of. v'Jl' in.-- . -

- - . 
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The. Coi!IM.lldi'qt General, 27th Air Division, Norton AFB, San 
Bernardino, California, requesteq an _invest igation concern-

• • • 
I 

~ the si~hti..ne ot an unidenti!i~d o~ject over Long Bea ch , -· · --- -
California~ on 23 September 195~. The o~j ect ~as s ightad at - · 
OSlO hours at .. 50_,000_ t eet. Fouz: F-86 ' s were disp~t·~hed t o __ -
in•re~tigate and s1ghted objeeti o·t'3r :·furoe , California , A.l .. -::.·lin:. ~ 
ing an alti£ude or 43,000 !e'!f:; tbd F-86 r s r eported vbjact. to 
be in Cl)nstant orbit in the vicinity or a~rch .;t-"3, CaJ if~rn·~) 

~t an a l titude b~t•""een 50, 000 and 55 >000 f~e~ . Ob .j :: ~ t 3""'7'e'lr ·?d 
to be a swept wing fight er t ype aircraft. A chec!-c rith cli rcraft. 
manuf'aeturars in tha Southe rn Call:'o rni~ ar~~ :-~ -r 1al7' l t,;._t, ~.), '~ 

had scheduled test flis hts or e;~erimental aircraft on the date 
object was seen. Weather balloons are r eleased b7 throe weather 
stations in Southern Ca]j!omia, which rise to a hcjght Li c;c-
cess or 50,000 feet. It was fo\Uld that aJ.l thr~~ or the::~ 
stations released a balloon on the morning of 23 September 1951 • 
The operators or these stations said that t hur e wa a a pos~ibility 
that the OOj';)Ct s~hted .,as one or the b,:~.)J oon5 \ffii.Ch bad. o~en-
releas'td just prior to the tj :ne t h:i s obje~t · was r er-ort edl7 seen • 
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27~h Air: Divi~ion ( Defense) 
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23 Sept.ember 1951 
• • 

• 

"On 2J September 1951 at approxi~ately 0810 ST a bogie wa3 
sighted aboul; 50,000 feet ~1er Long Baaeh. I, Captain Jam~s H • 
Harvey and m7 ni.gbt of tour wer3 di3patched by Ki U Deer t o i:lves~i

- gate this bogie. ~'lhen w., si;shr. ed t:-rls bogi e ha appearc.h.~ to b~ en~=
Muroc. w'hen we reach~d an llt:.. ... ~c.e of 43,000 feet ~hi! ooj ... ct ·n ~' 

• -
• 

in the vicinity of ~1arch Ai r f orce Ba3e. 

11From 43,000 f~-3t thi3 bogi~ ap9eared to bd b~t·.,·ee41 50,000 and 
551 000 feet and al~o appeared to be a swept-wing , figbtar-type air-
craft. He was also notsd to be in a constant orbit. . 
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• • • • • • • 
• .. 

• • 
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"C::lt'!!Y!ED TRUE COPY: 

-
/s/ Ethel F. 

. El'HEJ. F • 
~jor, 

• 

Hot !'!Dan 
HOFFMAN 

USAF " - -

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
· · ·· " ~~'s/t 

• .. . 
~ . 
• . -. -• • ~ 

• • 

• • • 

. -• • 

JAMES H .. 
Captain 
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·- · -
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-
• 

3. ~a Air De! 3nse Co·n::1and S"~ge3t-!d th~ ?Cs3i~i 1:~ty -

• 

• 

--
' 

• -• - • -
• • -

• • • 
• . - -- - ... -. .. . . -

t"'~ ~ • . ' "' "b ' ~ • ... "' IJ- .. .., -

• 

~o.-- ·~ -
J~ - -

j.~ct ~,3 an experi.::tenta.l ai.rcra.i't ...,hich va3 bei:J.g te~ flo-.am !:)r on~ of 
----• 

-

• • 
• 
• 

r: · 

•• 
the aircraft manufa~turir..g co:1ceros l..:>c'lt ~d in t.~is rea, - --

'· 
• , . - -

4. From the info:-:nation 3et fo rth :1boYe , it will be ::40t ~d that 1.hi.3 

obj .~et was first sighted over Long Beaeh. Tha F-86 1:!, a!ter baing dis
patched to investigate, sighted the object over Mu.roc, California., 'J'ihieh 

~-

• 

• 

• 

i3 some 100 miles due North ot Long Beach. Captain HAL"i.VEY, the flight 
leader~ said that when the F-861s attained an altitude of 43,000 feet, the 
object waa sigh~~d in ~e vici ni.ty of March AFB •. ) The March A.FB is some . . 
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-- . • . - ~ Hug~s. Aircruft 
Culver Cit".t 
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California 
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-- -·~ --It wa3 f o•xld th2-t n .:>ne. of · :, :.~ .. co::1~"1: ~; ·1as t<?~~- f2yi :;. ·- :m .. . 1~., 
.:_ aircraft. on the date ~t.his ob jclct was se~o. Tne o.bo; ~ ccmpan:.d:! 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

~ ,. ... contract to bui] d aircraft for both the U. s. Air Forces and U. . , . . . ... 
are 1.1o1d~r 

s. Nary • 
• • • . .. . .. . 

··: ~ · 6. . Speclal Agea'c THO~~AS J. Mc.\RDLE .oade i naciry at the Canso) ida ted 

• 
'i· .. . Vultea Airerart Corporation , S:m Diego, C~:tforr.ia, and the:; a1'1vl ~~d that~ 
."':~ _al.tbOI.lgh t.hay were pre3entlJ,. r 'd ng on ...;q:lc:-·,.~~1..1.) airc.,,..U i.. ., l.t:y ,'j d not. 

• 
,' b&Te a !light scheduled f or 2.3 Se:;Jt.e:be!" 19 51. . . · - . ... . ... .. 
• - - -

.... .:_.. - .,. -
. .. -. ::.. • 7 • C.-,lonel C. R; JJ\CKSON, Air Force 3ngi :n,~ri..=g Fiel_d 0ftic3, 5501• 

• -:~ . . Holl3wood B<.'u.levard, Los Angeles, a drl3ed ~ha~ he knew ot no experi n1ental 
· • a:frcl"a.J..~ which vas being test flown on toe dat~ this obje:t vas seen. He 

•• • 
" - .: stated th3.t. practieall7 all USAF tt?!ri:.:lental aircraft a re test fl.,.,.n at 

• 

• 

EOtards AFB , :-:u roc, Ca.liforni ~ . In tl'i~ ~s?ec-i:. , it will bt: r-c-r- • J ... ..... 

~ .. the 27t~ Ai..r Qlvi~i:m =ad~ i:1q·J.ir-1 s..':. 2.! .. H.: ;~ ..b-;-3 J.~rl *',~~::~ r-!"".l.)!.· t • 

"' -
. ---
• -

. no expvrlmen t..al airer-1- f~ -...n& a~h~dul-!d for .f'l:i ght on 2.3 Se~te.abe~ 1951 •. 
-- -· .. -- .. ---8._ 51:>eeial .\gent ~·CD?U?..D M. L"'Z.\KE intarrie--11~d ~.ajo:- KE.l:r=-:rH T .. 

-.-: BF.OOKS, D£tach::lent Com.:ander, ~iea vh 9r Di·1 i ;;i~.m, Long 9e:lc.!J A~ ) 'Lcr.g 
. B-tach, California. He claued that a weath~r balloon i.3 releaai~d b7 his 

• 

-

~- station approxj:aa.t~ly every six hours . He said t.nat his re~rds whO':• t ]'lat 
: one was rsleased between. the hours of .0645 and 0745 on the morning or 2J 

• 

, .. _.,.,._. Septeni::ler 1951. and that .'due to mechanical djf!icu1ties, contact '.dth the "· 
~ · .-.::_·.:balloon was loSt. at 42, 9oo teet. : The . rate. ot ascent of this balloon was • . : · 
· =·~0~;~~ :~·~~-·rr~:~~ i~~~ .an.d_' ~s- ~-rav~~11 ~-·in __ ~- g~ne~a1· N~rth ~ster~y and :-. . 

.. li- • .a. • ... • ~ ~ ,. 40op' IV . . .... .. \ • • ,. •.6 • r fl'f • •·- ' " • ~: • • •.., .. -n.., , "1- """'\.·~ .... ... ,.,~.._. : u .,. ._ .,.. :.io! · P ,. • \. ,.. ••J 
, ~ ~:· . : ... • :-~ .. / . ~ .. : ·.r: ; ""':r.v.t ... ~ !.·""'· -:.,~ -J~·c~ ;., ., ~ ..-:· .. ~. .. : - CLA.SSJFI£. 06>1'-:,'=~·~ ...... ~"1:~ ... ·'-~ -·;~.~ .... ·.i ..... ·.·, ..... ··:'. ~,.., . •• • , . .-•. , --.... .......... • • """ ;:'f .__..__.- .,.-..: ~:- ' . .:...: • ... . · ~- t:. '!11.7 .. • .. • • • - · .. " '-"' .. - .. ... , , ... - " · · ,1 , ......... ·"" ... ..... ..., ~ ,.......... ... . ,. ... . . ..., • ._ ... , .. ..... • . • • .rot , , , . 1 

- • • ~ • • - • •jl.# • . .._ • -..... • • ~ ,._ ..J. • *' 1 
• I llill • • -., 

.' .--.. • .. - • " .. • .. . . .. f • • .. 
• 4 - <!_..1'" ...... , . ... _, ... . .. ,. ~ • r'"!"' .... • 4 ' ... • • .. .,. " *" .,I,,• • . • . ... -4 ; • 

• • • • ,. • -:" ~ I • .. ... ... '\ • .... J # .. 1L " ! 1 .,. 1,_ • • • "' • .r:- t " 
.. .,. • • • • r 't .• - • •• ,.. . .,. · • • •t - • • • Jt, .... ., • ..-: • • ,Jity • • • .. 

•• - ., , ... - , .. ~. · ....... .. .. ':1 • "~W !.J • 
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t I I .. - .. - I f' I I J 0 0 , , .. .. • • • - • • . -\ ...... ,.. .... • " • ~ • &. • • • •• =· 1 ... .L.. .. • ' .. • .... ,.. , .,. • • ... • i.~ . . r. • \ ... • I • ~ • • ' • j!! • • • "~ . ,.1. . • • ,. . ,.,. . .• " .. ,· -."" ,. .~:. ·:·u ~ . •. • .... · ~~ , : 1.. .... • • t'" '" .., s.. , ., • • .,.,. . : , :~ 

.,. , .. ,. 1 • .. ._ ., .... ·-· \"'~\. • W _. " • .C-!··-~ .. ' •; i"•~":~ ... _., . • • , ~; . "'···I ... \"' • , ... • •• . ... · -!.~ ,-.,, "-.:... ·~. " . ... 
1 ' ••lt;'• ·,. . .. •w Jl o 1 

• '_... 0 (. o '\. .., ~~ . 1 P 'ill • • • 1 ' I 1 

• • ·- ~ -- · · • ·~ ' • '• . - • .!'\ - fl" .. .. .. ... , ,... • • )• • ...~ ~ . ,_ 
, ,.. ..... • • , -# ' lit I • ..... II • •,.. , ~ , ... . ... -~ .. • • • o I I , • ' • ,. .• - • ...... •• I .. J • • .... ~ • , - 1. I • . .....,. - , • ..__ .. , .... 
"~ ' • • I l... ... - ·~ ... .,. T ..... ') • . . ... . ._ • • ' ... it I • • • • • • ~ .... " • -. ... " .. , ,;.,/ ." lSD 24-129 .-· ~ . ..... :; ·~ c·· ~ .. - .J. ,.._,..;, .. " 1.'"- ... .F.\EO. - ~ ·,·. , .. , . . , ... .. .. \.... . .. _;·,. ... # ....... . ~ . .. . . . .... . '· '. . ... · .· .. 55\ ..... . ... ..... j - · · ' ... ~ il' , ""-' ~. •,. ... . 
~'tt...... . • -- .. -- ~~., . , ~... :... • N. CLA .. · .... • -= .. ·~- · ·.... ., . , f • •• 

.., ·~ J • ,. '- • . • • r '' - "' . { •• • u ' "' "" " "l • • ' ' H ,.. • ' -• u• ... . • ,.. ' . . • ... • • • :\ <\ • I • • •• ( .., r. 'l• •• • • .. • • • • •• ' • •• I .•. . . ..,,.... ... ... ·~ "' . •. .. .. - " ,. .. , ' . .. . -.. r~ ,. ·- . .,.. ..-.. "\a- ' I!! • 
· ·'.1: ~.::· . . later WeSterlJ'· direction. · :~o:.·'j." • .-:. ·.~,.. .. ;. ·.- ·~, . • :;!~·~··· a. ·.;..!'!' · ·,. .:· . ··· •• ~ ~· ~.~ _, : 

•,. :.::.... " . .,. • J 4 • :.L • ~- l I"':~ • ~ ,. , ~ ; .~ " • A!;w ~ if t \ It : • • 
.... .. ... • .. ·' • . ...... • • ., • • • ..... " .. • • y • 

111. .. • -~· •• ~. "'· • ". • • •• • • .. .. ' ' . . . . . -~·~ . .. ,.,. .· '" . . ' . . .. "' .. . .. . 
~ "~ 9 .-:"': ~t:•··~ 9LIVm A. · WAGGONm i Forecaster at the !Dng Beach Weather sta- · 

• 

tion.i. add~ecf~~~t,.J.n~hi·• r-~Pi~ion~ the. baJloo~ could not have been more .. : . .. ,. 
. .eig~~:?'d_le.~~r~· po~· .ot.: releaee .. at.J.one:~eacb · at the _time his ot~c~ • . : .. . , .· 
lost-- COat&"ct. wi~h~it:: ·~ ~~· ~ )1.1.:.~~\ · M,.,t .,}~(' ~!, \,,/.:.,+- ~ • ;·,-:;.,:"";",:•,\..r / '· • '.. : ... J: ,: .~· .,• 7 '•.'';, !"' ,·· .. ,. r. • .. " 

4 .. ...... t * · - · .. .. - · .. - T , ,._._ .-:_.. :o!t !#" ' ••: • o ..... ,\. J 't .4:. - • J +'* t • • .J' • .... .. • .. . • . .. ( ,. ... .. •.• . " ~ ,.... . • . ·~" ... " ' .l...• ' J'"'~ ~ ~.. .~ .. . • .. ,~ "'it · . ,. •' • • .... .. • .. ..... .. . .. - ~ 
~ ::.& .. , • " ,.. <~' • • • • •"""' • • " ~ ~ " • • .J;,'.. - r, • -· • . • ... -' ~ .-· •.-.; ~'- '~~ •.~" .,. , . • r • • 1f '· •' •' ' .... _,. • ,, ' • • " • "'· i r • • "'• • \4 ~ · . ... •' " 
• f • ' • • - l!tt'!' " • v ',. .,;e._ • , ' • ... • - .. • . ., ' "' ~ .. 

•.: : ~ .... _. , · 10.- .!";_~j~r;,~oxs,· ·aaid that· this balloon. at- 1.,3 ,..000 feet· ~rould. be about . ·, . 
·~ : t~,-t: ~:d~.·.~~""Z: and,.,:the si~e,. anct .sna.pe: wuld b e .determlnPd by the wind :" ·~: . · .· 
·cu:rrenta((an~~e! ... 1dncl;;ape~:,~vTwent7- ,f'eet.c bela.· t be ·ba.J)oon on a cord ie ;• ~·- . 
~ tach~d:t~~r~~-~perlparacnut~c:lmich:is- .~onnected to .a radio ' transmitter·· .... :~· ~;f: ... ... ~·. 

·~ _..f:.~ca~~.:.~~-a: .. ~.P.::_~hi~_e: glo_siT':.~a~~rd: bOx appro~teJ y l J x 8". . ,~ . . },: .. ~ :·~ .. , ~ · 
v~~"·.r-'\;~;·.~;•~:;l.:•; • . •· . . J~~·, •~;~;::;-r-·_! ,~:; : · :' ~ •l ,.· 1 " f'_.~ T: . ' 01'• •• •·• ; , ~ • • \ I , , ~~.:., ~,r:_.:; • • 
~.:·::-:. :. :·· ': ll.. Special -Agept.' HENRY' p • . CHAPPEll. interv-.iawed Mr. P. R. NELSJN, ~. ~ · l,,. : 

..... l ... ·. Gensral Services Meteorologist, Hancock Field,. Santa ~·!aria , Ca]j ! omia
1 

• 

· ~ ~d be a dvised that hi3 3tati on ralea3ed t~ weath~r balJ oon~ on 23 Sept~m . 

• 

• ber 1951. One was rel3ased at OlOOZ hour3 (lj~O b~lrs Pa~: fjc St~Ld~~~ 
· Time, 22 Scspteuber 1951), and on•..:waa r el easac1 ·a-t 15052 holJrs ( 070; _?ac-:

... i!ic Standard Tj.m.:l, 23 Sept~ber .!:951) . The o,e ...r.ti..~l 4.:; r ~leased on 22 
. ·. Sept el:lbe r 1951 attain"'d an alti t u.r7s of ?B, O\X) ; (H !.t -an.:! • ·a·J cont ac f:.e -!or 

. · ' P8 I!lil'\ntes by r adio. Ths on<! whi. ,::l v~3 r zl, "'!. ~c f.!D. 21 :l:,_r4 ... ~,-:., .-. z- 19-51 re
/ '' . mained in th'3 ai.r 74 minut ~:; a,.,d attained a..t ·lt.l.tl...de of ] J 1 U0 J fe ·:lt , ~ie 

.;..· ,_l ~-. said that the course o£ t he b a ) laon!J \o/OUld d3pen:i upon t h.t .. •rj_~d V3lOcity 
i'' " and +,hat the avarage wind3 t ro:n Sant:~. ~arl:1 are tr3vol:i '~ J.n a Southeast-

.· . erly dir~ction. He s tated tl1t i.t ·• • J dou'- ' .. !' ~ :..:~-~r. - ~ o.f ~ '-1~ b,1 . '1"~-J 

. • .. ~ .• which wa 3 r eleas ed at Sant a 1-'.a.ri!:! , 'hi ch i 3 :.,·,: .. ·-· J75 r . .J.l ~ .dt't.h anu. ;./·J.::.t 
·.' ot Long Beach, coul.d b,3v e t rav:sled f rom Santa K'"'rja Sout " l.o I .ong Deach 

tb&n North t~ Santa Mari a , and th~n Sout.L ~n~, _l t c1 1 l· ." 3, A dos-
• • ·1 criptlon o f the balloon at an alti tude o f soc ... 50,000 fee'-. •,o~a3 t '·,c samA 
... ~ .. · ~a tha~ furrrl shed by Mz..jor B300IS. 

• 
• 

• • • 

- ... • • • • ..... 
f • ' . I 

• • 

• 
• • 

• t • -12. Special Agent ':"3G~L\S }~c.\RDLF: was aor_. ~pr· bJ Lt,. c,, .. '"':la;d.,r D, c • 
• 

WEST, Wea t h'r St a tion Offi c er, Na~al Air Stati o'-: , S;l.n ~-t?~o , Cali.fortti~ , 
that his station r el eased a ba] l oon a t appro:d.~natoly 0700 hrNr 3 Psr oo 
23 Sept~ber 1951. He claimed tbat the ball oon att ained an altitude or 
som~ 60,000 teet before i t bur~- San Di9go is ~~proxL~:ely 150 mila3 
South of Lor & Beach. . . 

• 
• 

13. All of t he a bove we'l.tb~ o1' fii! . ..L 3 s!,Jt ....... t.h."'~t. 
ibility that the ob j e ct sL3bted lf&6. ontl of th~' b.3:}1oou 
r el eaa-3d, however each s tated t lla±; it was douLt.: ...J b :.~~· 
·~hi ch the sighted obj ~ct r epo:-t.-...d!.;r t -:-a ·r ~l~d. 

• - • • • • • 

... 

• ·i :!h h3.d b"on 
se of the co~u·'J~ 

• 

• 

. . ... 
. llh This natter was coord1 nat ed with t he Feder al Bur~au of l:rT~sti-
. - gation, Los Angeles, The Office of Nava l I ntellizence in Los Angele~, and 

• 

• "·/.: .... :-.. San Diego, andtbe Co1mter Intellig ence Corp3 1 Fort MacArthur, California. 
: • ;·:;,!:.,::: .- None ot t.beae · ~encies .had received a:ay ~nton1ation rel.ati~te to this matter. 
(; . , - . ; ... ... . .. · , . . , . ... l:. ·~-- :, ~ ....... " . .... . . ·~ ·~:t"4f 1.. . ... : )' •• ! - - ~· · • ~ ... ~ t .. ~-:"' I - .. ... • • . _.__, # • " • 

.. _ l _ , ,; ' "" ' . ...... '·. ""'*'"'- ~ ""- ·.5: · .. .. --.. :.· . 1'1..,. • ... J ... t : ..... .......... ~'; . <f • '· '-' .... ,, ... ~ 
j .,... ... .,.., ... ,. ., .t-f"\.~- · :J:!- -· .~~t . ..... . .. .. ~"> .":"' '!;:'. ... ... • .. . ~ t • 0 ... • 

""" ~ 'r1' . _.. .. • \:.• ... \ ... • • .. . QA . . , • -<- • • - •. , • .. • ' .. •.;_ .. .._, . .;,_ ·· .... :-- • .. • .: J • -':r_,., • ..... ~-.:"- , .. ~ J I ss I r- • 
.'--: :;J: . • .. ~ .: .. l ·•• ---~~..,. ... ·.!. " .... . . .... ·:'. ··~ , ,· .. ' - • . I J C'D . 

• .;\..- •\. • :•.~t ~ , ,. I • ;_ _, ...._, • t "'"')/.-.~"' j',. ... , ... ""~ " :(; ,,, ~.,...- : 1.' j• • ,. •J!:. ..._-· ... f 1 , , C ._. .. ,, .... ~-- cl ..... ~ ... .. -!"', .. ,. ! • l,.. ·. ~·)"tr ., __ .. . .,l.t: ... . "':~ ...... 6 .,!t . : / ' "' s· . .. ... . J 
• • • " • .-..,. " • -r .. "'I \. • .~.--1', .. ~ -- \ _ ,. . *' -

... • • w t .,. ' ( .J !.1 "-,..._ {"e C.., "".-t.. - • t • ... J: ~ ~ ..- • • " "• W ••• •• .t:'li- - r.,., r • " 
· • • ·· • ., • ' .. • " ..... ' "' ..- ;rr .. .. • ' ' • ' " .. • • ~ •• , . • ·... "•' · :- ·' .:J..._...., ·. ...-, ""'- r ·.,~ ,-~ - ··" • . 
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l. Beterence is rnade to A:! Foro 11 2, f:i, dated 5 Oct 1951, 
3\!b.;octa u!!itih ?.lT.i=" · ·~r'J·~·.:atii.:W. ~.,joat ", u ·· :- -:.· 'l ~~c~! _:., 
oi .ut u n lden t :! fied obj~c~ :rt.g:1·• Jd OV"C: : · -~ A 4r ..:'?r~e :ila.c;o O' : J 
~t 1951 i3 !"e""'r+£d. - • 

2 . The ?033ibil.i ~J v-· ~: :s ooj ~c t 'oo:b~ a .. a :_...,)r '"ualloon 
"!:" ~~~!l!J =ci 1'.rom Sc'l:l ..... "1~--:> , ...o~~r; ·~ ... ~~ , or .: ~.:1": .. ·1 • • .... l'j a or .... • · rJ it • "· 

• 
• 

• 

~ O..'=?C:"L~nt3l n i -~:.:-_· v !..-o · ..;.1 :..-.. t ·~ -J..C..:l-.. t:d. ; t · ... ~ J .:.._ ~: •• .1 .... '-'""' ··.!'..:1 
if the object ws n bull.oo:t, ::md i t w~ not an ~· o....'"L<n ~ airaraf1 •• 
Consequen~. 1\n•t.he~ inv'!~tl{·~tion of t hi) i:leiJcnt 13 ·v3.r?:O!lted . 

' 

I t ia request-ed tiw.t t he follom.n~ .Lu!"C1rM 1'.ion oo o:~ t.o.i\·;~j 
as soo:1 a.s poss.ih1.o s11d ... ..,MT..rdnu t ... ., C'a."' ~~~ ~:,.. 'ioc1 '1.il"!tll 
Ccnt.ar , Attn: A'r .JJ.,.:c, : .J·i:jl t-?attcrso~ Ai.\"' lo '<X. !:h~e 1 

r,:3J 1 ~ r•{'t'\(.~ , 
Da:rtr .1 , o .; o . 

a. Picm '.mat loeat!..,n ws the originat. sight.i.:lg o£ the object 
made? 'fba repor-t atatos that it WS3 ~ted over l ong Be.!lch . Ho'4 t.-:JG 
it located, 'riat'all7 or b:f radar? 

• • - • 

• 

• 

-
PraM ytst b2so did the 7-8o'~ ~~ ~!f7 
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e .- :!~s· r~r~ ,.-"....:L"t.os t..~tlt .a. ... ~c o: Jr:lct ~:!.3 ~:.l ·· :.. ~~.l~:,•,.: 'LJ •...: :.J 

~ ~~ ~ 3 ovo.t: ~~·ce . ' i:'l.~t •ro a :tv t.-t ::".) ;• ·•fi lo~ar.!~n •)J.' t./ '.e !"-:u•s a~ t:r.c 
.:..-:.e ':lf ·J~"'·l.;, :J:igh.t.ii.!:.g ? :.!Dv did t;1.t11 ~tlr,.::!" ·'il!..nu t:1o oo.., ~c-:. :uo 0'\ ':4'' 1u~oZ 
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fo,.,..etly AMC 10.n 
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B1gb FlJ1DI Unidentit1ed 

· 2 8 ~ov 19~,,. ~ ~ ~ ~ -· . : .. ~ • 
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h o:Jen.Ci:-: I"! • 
• 

I ~ .. .c\.R.Crt AIR F0:\C:.. Bi~L - ~J Seota~ber 19;1 
• 

I. .;I SCUSSIO:·l OF I iiCIDi:riT 
• 

The first report o f this inciJent , 
proved to be incomn1ate and t:ds1endi nc . 
discropcncies and the follO\-iir\f accot:.nt 
accur:1.tR. • 
• 

v~c h aplt3ared in Status !la ?Qrt 'io ., 1, 
Further investi;;ation r..a s corracwd the 

of the incident is con2i dcred to he 

• 

At a.o/rox1nDtc1y 0700 PDST , t-wo P-86 nj rcraft '..Jere scr ru;1b1ed fron Geor r:e Air 
For ce 3use , Cu.lifor nia, on a r outine nis si.::m . The f lir ht ya:.:; vac:.Orcd tv J~c>1 

4C ' : - .33° ~o •r: by GCl . (See incl.:>ze~ o·,;cr la,:· . ) .~.·!~c :'li ,·1
. "' orhi tt r< tr..c-- '10!.-ltio:'l 

c:..n.! tvo:. U'1 ~l hu~Ji:-. -- · o'.mr .. • l..oru- :c.'lc:~ F.u... i o . .n t :::..1":-oxi:tatcly v '/ :. .r' .... ..;l t .u 
f1i:-~~.. r ~>"\or tcd to GCI tft· t they o:... :3 ~r-tn~..o ll!l :..J.i- e:l:.i r .:_.i o ' · , c:. !.i i: r,~ 1 ·· , • ··l)c : • 
The flir,!·.t \lau .30 sac :m is o~t. of L'>n .. c:!c: .. ~.io ~t t!:i.: ::.i.;; • .J.'1E.' '>·); ..;-r. .: !.. ' ' 
r-·~a:oll "tr\ l">f' in a 1 1! f :. o rbit a t :l.bo~t ~C , OGO f t . '!."::c ob~,Jc-. c .:>i~'~ r.o": : ·;i::~:od . ' . 
U""l b,,- t 'l !T '1un. r a .. !nr , n.:>._.. .... , er, ·r:t- "" .:l.a. Cv .... :::~ ... . :~!:. :::a:;l .. '~ .. .. l. . T'" .~ o .~~·ct c ·-~-
tinue.J i! 1 tft o r -=it C.."1J 11aSSed 07 e r t ,..! ~',.J . .:.rc.·:t!'t . ~·J t.., ::- - t.: 'Aero 1 Ul..!O:: ~y 
t~e .?- OG 1 !.i ~J i<~enti!.y th~ o=jcc: Ct.: t;~c.: ·:~~(" t.:1 =~cc~ :.;:-. !\:ll!-..:e tv~ .. ,.: ~J t, ·~~,c: c 

o : t!:t Juj f c t. o.nd a fuel ohortn;--: . .nt u.l-r-::-:~-=-~~~te1..v o.:lu ~=- ( ~.1 ~ t r.,J . ~i ,, t.. · ·a~~ 

r 1 • ,. o , l ,, ... l-... - ,__,,,.., • 11 • . +... • .a. • • • -. .. '- - ~ . . .... . l •J . 1 :· .... ~·' · con .. r o t; !"' :1~ •. • ~!:c::- :-co....r;. ~.: ..:. ::,o \..l C or~ ·e .. ::u- :orc e • :- .:· . 
· .. h e ' )bjt:o::: ... 'l .mE:ared tv be an c.irc:c.f~ ·.:ith .~0 s· .. e r:.•t ·,;in: r :J.:-:\.! ::. r.:.F~t .. ilvc r L'1 
col or . .-re:l last ::;een t he ob~ or;t owe ::; in r. lo;.. :'t. ortit , o.:- c : r.: t i !'l · t .. , · <! l(;_·. , 

~)le t) .i l o t' :-; o;inion Hi.lO tl~C! t it \·.'~ ~ o·..J~ 'J t ·,...Lv tJJe aircr.:U't . . 

• --.. ""•. ~ 

7':·'.) .. -econLl dle:--.ent 0~ t he ~Qt.} , no ~ .. : 0.0 rl.!.'7h:. .:- : 
o :>juct :::oon af ter t£L.e-:>~f' .. :::~ ~: .: ~c 'l~t!~r~ : t.'J bcl 

• 
L • , ' r" ...,,. . - -• 

O •• ,.l' ... , - .. . ' • • 
OU~f..;l"'"...,"f· .... 1 
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• 

"., . . t ~ lea ~nri ~ ~ 0~ c 1 ~ 'Jb~- - -- ...-~ ... • ...., , • .=t, ... ... , .. n "'......_, · -.ct ·• ---- • • • '"' - 1. ..., ... # ~ - .... _ __,. ..,._._ • • ..., , __ ~ _ .-...... , , ~.,.~) r,. .. 

.... ? , ,_ L • • ' • • • -- "' • -n ... O iJ J ~C"' ua!J .Ln :!.. ..JJ.c.cl r:t r·~~ : :. ._".:1 . \.. o.'J,J!' :> ::::.:1~ -:. .• _ .. 
Lr:, l~n o ... :'f the a t te!'.mtc:d in .er ce ....... t and rott.r~cC. to t c.c ir ;,,u · e • " • ~.J • 

"··')rtc~.: t :,t.l t the obj oct apnea.rcd to Le ro\!!ld c.."!.: s ilve- r • 

·-I I : ""' ... .__~-, • - . " . . ' .,. . . ... -.. 
':'b.l::; fli·-l! t. r!:l-

r;o mor n intcrco;:,t~ \-Jer e a. t tc:;:-r:.crl . 
· .~c r.:t .::l.r ~creon :tor uc.s it ra:>ortcd to 

At no :L"':ic ' :as tho object ob~ervl3c: on 
.. e o ·~:::~ :r-h3J ,,is~all·, f r ')il t be r·r ')\~ nC. . . . 
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HEADQUARTERS 27th AIR DIVISION (OEFE~SE) • 
• NORTON AIR FORCE 8lSE • 

• 

SAN 
• 

• 

In --~~~ Refer To: 
. ,.., . . " . • • • 

DEC 211951 
27ADDI-360 .1. • I • 

• • 
• 

• 
SUBJECT: (Restricted) High Flying Unid~ntified Object 

• 
{ 

• 

• • 
• • • ,.. 

• .. ' • "· 
Corianaridi ng Oeneral · 
Air Technical Intelligence 
Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Dayton, Ohio 

- • 

• t 
• 

• 

1. Refere:~ce is m~de to your letter -~l<'CDJ-J\TTAA-?r rh.;ed 28 ~Jo,,
em~er 1951. In compliance with you::- re qu~st, the foll_o:-ri.n ~ in!'o:-r:a~ion 
is submi tt~d in answer to t"'le ,questions contained in ::>3 !'"'tr..:lo~ ( 3) o! 
your l~ tter. -

• 

• 
a. _Qrigi.n-11 si;:;htir.g of object l·ra~ 111ade Yi su1 l l: .. a t 0715 PST 

• 

.from :;osition aver Sant:! !·~o::ica. Bay '13 indicated en o:t::.tacnad m"lp over1.~y . 

b. Element maki~.g original sighting t ook off f r om Geor.:':C Air 
Force B~se at 0700 PST . 

c . Reports tha~ object was directly over i~u!'oc ar~d !1ar ch Air 
ForcP. : 1.~e were c:.pp~rently i n error, re ~nltlng from t.he difficult:' of 
maki:- 5 ' l and fix at high altitude . (B;i sed on l :1t er inte~rot;ation of 
9ilot <- } y DI of .First Fighter-Ir:terce!>tor ':ling, when reports indic ~t.ed 
both si 6htings at the same tL~ . ) 

d . Paragraph 1 c above applies . 

e . Nort~n Air ?orc'3 Ea~ and Har ch Air ~' fJI'ce : ? ,..e ·.rp ~ o t'•riPti 
a~ t o the l aunching of ;J.ny ~jrpe balloon, or ;~ny oth• r co,ject thl ; • d ::;ht 
have had the <lp!)ea-rance of the object in question, f r on t':103'! b:t "'C s . 
i'!orton Ai r Fo::-ce Ba se replie d i~ t he neg'ltl ve ; ?·.::l:-ch ~ ir For re r .,se h"'. :J 
nnt r o?liP.ci t o ~ate , ~nd the ir T~017 -..rill b~ ''f')r-;·1~.,.."! ·_. ,1 t) J '11l l' hn 'Hi:rrn·•.
er :J i:nmedi atl'!ly upon receiot. . :fm.rever , c:;e or b i t j):" ;·,fle onj ec•,, l.S cr::m
p'lred ui th the prevailing winds indicated, se~Ms to 9 ro "'lt1.'"!e tre possi 
~ility of the object being a free b3lloon . 
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27ADDI-J60.1, Subject: 

-

I 
.l 

UNCLASSIFIED .. 

.. . 

High Flying Unidentified Object 

2. Attached are ~tatements of reinterrog~tion of those pi lots 
still available for questioning, and Sectional Chart indicating signi
ficant occurrences, as submitted by the 9hth Fighter-Interceptor Wing. 
(A correction of Captain Reichman's statement was later made verbally 
to the DI ot the Wing: The nature of th~ scramble was an Air Def er. se 
mis~ion, not 1•to intercept an unidentified object as originaDy stated.) 

. I ' 

I • 

) • .. Also attached is a statement by the COmmanding Officer of the 
669th Squadron, which indicates that the object was never picked 
up by radar. . , . · . · . . 

h. It is believed that this data nresents as accurate a reoort . -
as can be obtained. However, if f urther investi6ation is desir ed, this 
headquarter~ will Make every effort to obtain additione»l infor:natjon . 

- - -
• 

• - - -- --

3 !nels. 

• 

1. Cy 21 iDIV-ltr 
)60 .1- <It.d-7 ·Dec 
51, w/lst.- Ind 
fr CO, 669th 
AC&W Sq dtd 13 
Dec 51. 

2 . Cy ATIC ltr 
AFOTI1-ATIAA-2c 
d td 28 No,, 51 

3. ~~t & !nterrogq-
~ion , Righ Flying 
Uniden_ Object,_ 
quad. 
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DETACE4ENT 10-6 
lOTH WEATHF:R SQ.UADaON 

LONG B2.ACH MUNICIPAL AI:u>OrtT 
LONG Bi•:ACH CALIFOffiTIA 

.... 

• 

• 4 December 1951 

S~JECT: · Plight of Weather Balloon (Project Grudge) 
. ~ .. • 

, • • . ' 
• • • &,j • • • ----• • • • • 

TO: • • Comxmanding Otficer 
• ATIC Wright Patterson AFB • 

• Ohio 
• • • 

• 

• • • 

1. Ref a renee your T.'IX. 30 November 1 951 , The fol1ou ing 
infor~ation is submjtted: 

• -- .... - -. . 
• 

• 

---a •. .: Launch"'"~ t1we t'V'J.I"\QP. - · --:::.. -~ ~ VIV • ~ _ -- --- ..,_ --- . ----- - - --

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

-

-
• 

b; -= -:Groim.d track or balloon· 1s shown in enclosed g!'a.ph;·----
-·· ... ---.... . • -

. =._:. • . . s t a~ 1 on, 

• 

--
• -· ---

• --- -

• 

I -

• ·-- ---- . ..... 
• 

\ 

• 

--. 

• 

• 

• 

. .. . -
. . --·. • --c. Ball~on lo s t e t 0743P, eight (8) ~lles oast of this 

bearing ninety-!" iva ( 95 ) da gT·ee s. . ~ . . ~ . 
• • • 

-d. Winds Aloft : • -- -• 

• .. -. • -
Height Direction knots -SFC 160 de e1 0 2 0 

1000 140 04 • 

2000 140 05 
3000 1 40 07 
4000 160 0'1 - • 

- - - - .. 
5000 - --- • 170. OS ••• - -• • -- • • -

• 6000 180 06 • 
• -

200 
• 

7000 ---- -- .. - -- - 07 • -- -- -· ----
-- 8000 270 04 .. - --· 9000 310 03' -- • -

• -· --- • • ,_ 
10000 320 

- .. 03 • • - • 

·-· - 12000 • - 240 05 • .. . - - -• --- - • 
14000 • - 250 09 ........ ·- N ---- ........ - -· • -"::.- - -• - 16000 - . • ? -0 09 • ....i) - - - --- ' • 

·- 18000 - 290 05 -~ • 
• • -

20000 23 0 10 --• 

25000 270 1 3 
30000 • - 290 1 9 
3 5000 290 32 
40000 28 0 21 

a . ~ate of asc9nt Y~s 1000 f3 st uar ~i~uta. • 
• • • 

• 

£. Type of balloon used wa3 :,r:L - 391 . 

• 

• 

• 
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The third attecnted interce:1t, t he one in uhich th~ object \las foll owed in 
a uido turn, cannot be explained . 

It i e not believed that further interro~ation wo~d 9r ocuce ~~additional 
sipnificant details due to the fact that sone of the personnel i~volved have boen 
transferred overseas and due to the tL~ since the incident. 
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• ... . • 

1------- S,.ACil ABOVe FOR COMMUNICATIONS CE.VTI!R ONLY,.,..-
FROM: (Orlliftator) 

• 

\. CO, !TIC 
~ . - ~ 

• 

I -
l' u -" PRECtDENCE I Al:T!Of4 • I '"'ORMATIOff .... • • • FOR~ Bwt:1ne 

, '!. . ,. . "'"" .. 
• • • .. .. .. . ' • ·-

• .. 0 l OOK MESSAGE L.l ORIGINI\I MrSSAGE • 
TO: . • 

• 
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• • • te 27 ADD! l-318 • 
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• INFO: · · 

Folloving telet.t;• message troa 27th Ur Division, Uorton AFB, CAli tomia, is quoted 

in~. ill re.ferences At..l.6l.O~ 23 Se~ 1951., an objac£. waa sight~ and re9orted avor ---· . - - - --
Four ?-36 were dispatched to- invcsti:.:;ate and -- -

sightecl obj!3ct .over Muroc, California. Atta:ining an altitude of LJ,OOO .!t~ F-86 

sighted object to be in a constant orbit in the vicinity of : larch A!! !?orca iklse 

at an altitude bet\leen 501000 and .5.5'~000 .rt. Obj ect appeared to be a mJe;rt.-~~i n~ , 

rightez-type aircralt. Advise by telety!)e concerning ar:v aircraft in the vicinity 

o~ Harcc i'l\L 1100 to 1700Z., 23 Sep $1 which cor:-asponds t o quoted sie)ltine . ,. Cite 

UDl-2a Grudge. 
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Col Willis called and lett tbe ·tollo~ message: 
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"t/e have a cable from Maywood Cal if., No. 85128, concerning a sighting 
at Oakland, Cal if. on 2.3 September 1951." You are to be at t he teleconference 
this afternoon between ATICand Capabilities Branch with enough information 
concerning this sighting on 2.3 September 1951. If possible, have the evaJuation 
or it. • 
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P.RIORlTY BASIS AND WE ARE CONTACTING ACFT MANU-

FACTURING CONCERNS IN SOUTHERN CALIF TO DETIRMIN£ 

}F OBJECT COU~D HAVE BEIN EXPERIMENTAL ACFT • 
• 

J1 SO.CHECKING POSSIBILITY THAT OBJECT COULD 
• • • • . . 

HAVE BEEN WEATHER BAJ.I.OON • THIS OFFICI VOULD 
. 
APPRECIATE RECEIVIN; ADVISE TOUR H~ AS TO ANY . . 

. . ... 
R>LlCY WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN tSTABLISHED ON THE 

F.AHDLING OF r1ATTERS SUCH AS THIS, OTHER 

niAN TH:: EST.\BLISHED-: POLICY CO~ERNING THE -. - . .. 
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HANDl.liiG OF UNCONVEl'iTIO~Al..-ltCfT tYP!: Cr\SE:S." 
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~rNa RUPP~LT FM AFOIN-V/TC WILLIS 
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THE FOLLOWIN' IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

'£STIGATION CONCERNING THE SIGHTING OF AN 

CcJ~~ OVEi tunG BEACH c .; LIT Otl 2l S~ ~1. 

• 

CZQ i1ADE BY T.ETT~a RECEIVED THIS OiTIC~ 25 OCT 

51. AT OSlO HOURS 23 SEPT 51 AN OBJECT 

:iAS SIGHTED OVt:R LONG B:!: .~CH AT 5?1 000 fT. 
• 

4 F-c35'S TiER!: DISP.~TCHED AND SIGHTI:D OaJECT 

CVZ~ 11 UROC CALIF • ATT.,INI:lG ~~ ALTITUDE OF 

~,000 FT, FS''S SIGHTZD oaJECT TO B£ I~ 

CO~STANT ORBIT IN VICINITY Of MARCH Al 3 C~LI1 

AT AN ALTITUDE BET~EEN 'O-S5 1 000 fT. OBJECT 
• 

:~??ZARED TO BE S'M!PT WING FlG:iiT'l TY?! AiaCRAFT. 

. ~I~ D!:i!:NSE COMMAN~ iiAS rt! OUZSTE:> ":J;: CH!CI< 
-

~ ST~Il.ITV " ::' , v..,-:- nr .... ~ .. ~·r•L 
• J ._ - -" .. • _,. ~ "\. • .. • ~ .. · - · • .. .-i 
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:0GG~ST~D ?OSS I 3ILITY OF THIS OaJ E~T aEI~G 
• • 

A ' iEATHEa BALLOON ~HICH ARE RZLSASED BY 3 

·,.;E:ATHER SrATI ONS THIS AREA PERIODICAl.l.Y • 
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