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t*t<OJECT 10073 RECORD CARD • • 

DATI 12. C\lMCLUS.ONI 

1 ~ c._ llllft IUIII .. AIY Oft IIOMTINO . I I. COIIUI\INTI 

I 5~ape was cil"Cular. Color wa s brownish-blac~ :urati on not reported. 
. !:ale surroundi:1gs.. Sp~ed was high. 1tjJ,-Ai ' :lata to evaluate. 
I liolent motion, starting and stopping. 
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UNCLASSIFIED • 

• 
dlec::-e~nclee ln th~ !>ho~s h11•e Leen fo~rl:! n.nd th~ P)ho4.,:. -:-o!ipht:r ir. \JCi n~ 

• 

roir.tcrlo!"'ltc-! b;~ t.~e o.s.I. 
• 

Onft act.'lol o!" t.~,~ht of ~.e peo~le in .._h .. ~t· ~c~ !!:-ea 1.:~ tr.!:. t ti:c 
object:~ ._.ere ::o~.-:- ~: ·?tt o!" ~.·~:: •.1'}:-] "::-1r-!~ ~c fl .:!~!. ~r..- 11: ... ~~ (rCQ t!!e c1 t7. 
S-·c-"' r...ao ... lc rorv..-• - ~· · ~ · · . . ... J ' n rln1 .. ,., .. '-· ·• •\., , ;.. :_ .... t.• ''(. T · , · . .... · • ; ... ,_ ""'• ~~ ~-v ; · •nJ• ,";". ..~: . • • . - , - ~ Aiio-.. r ..;1 " ~. . .,~ ,. -- _ .. • - • · ·· "-"· 

caus': th~7 c<Jul ·~ see idnrs flr;-:->inr. l ~ i~ v e r i ""~e~i. >:· ·.i\~ ~ :;o:1c of tl.e 
pco-,1•.: wh~ 'J!:ro looic~ !'~r t !:·.: o'_ J cc ~ .:! i ! :;c{ ·: -...c ·~ ::- r1:. ·.-:...c ru ...-c:-u 't:c~: 
fli,hta pc.ne1nr o·1e-: ~t;.r!r.r, ~:-.e: :"!~rio~ . It 1: :;~rn! !':c'~.:. t !.a':. ~' .o :.o ~C: ')""lo 
vh'> t:·,~: -~uekn -. :~r .. ~~~::U':.clj :.:O:lc ~o 1 .:en~l~;: t: ~ o~j e c~ ; Wl ~h.c :: r, or tor.lc 
t;,~ '>!' bir~, ~ oc·,, ! ~ tl.cy c -:>·-: sc.: ~.~ tt t : ·.:!.r. -- ~ o:- ~<: : .r : ... :. t : :~1\: .. ! ' ::ui :- c , 
hoW'f::?ur1 ')':.her '1eo.,:r· \K·re Jt;!. .._ 1\!: ~~~ =--~::c :! U:C! t +.r.-.;,,- -. ; r c n.:>t. lJ!'.: r. . :~e: 
pos~1blc eonc!~r.!on ~~ ~h"l•. !i ')~ ~~"'lc :! 1~ r.cc l. i~ · .!~, b·.:-. ot~.t· r:t ~. b\1 :-,o:-:c 
other ot.Joc t-o. 

':'h~ c~llq:e nrc: .. ~ss:>rr co ~ot b cli t.ve- .t he t:-.. . ':J· •.:-.- ·- tb: objf·c·-.[; '.l•"! rC" 
bir:!!J, \rut the] nrc ;-i~in- t !:e ~sr. !.t111 ~;; r.'l r c ~:-. ")-..:. -~·- . !..- • .. b ::t ·.:(;:- i: l.,!r=!:o, 
~h£'] -..·o\.:.1 ·~ hAve t,") '.P- r(..:. ·. t!.\r-::: j lo·..: to : 1vo t!-,~ :l]~:. i:- :-.. :> !" h i d a :- · ' :(·J . ,\~ 

oec~'sional fl1 rht o: ;,ird!:i tur:..t pas~ low o·:er a cit:,.· o:: ~ c l<.; nr n! ··i. t ·c.u t. j~ 
is hir.hlr doubtM 1!" the] vo\C : co:1tinue to do thi s fo:- :Jeveral n1 ;hto. 1".1-
f.l'atory birds U5ual:7 try to ~:H~? h'l.l&:/ froa cl tie c. 

The Federal ~il:! Life G~~ Wr r.~en \lflS v1s1 ted and r..: ~:-.ourh he va!J r.ot 
ram111.ue vi th the i.."leiden t he :!:>ubt.e'! if the ~bJ<:ets vcr~ birds. He 6 ta ~d 
that th~f coul·i hav'! been, ho..,~~r. ':i-.e met lii:~l;t su~ :--~ct, if it i s a bird, 
ie a meober or the ?lover fa!".il;r whie!-1 has a pure w~ ~ ::r:ast, but unless 
there vas a ,.uclden 1."'\nux or the bircs into the Lub'tllc;. ~en, t~ ·: ranc vardon 
doubted it there ~o~d be en~~h ot thcee bircs to r~e ~~ as cany flirh·~ as 
vere observed. 

Ir the photos a:o a~then~l-:, the o!)j ccts ver;,· ~rob: : -!.y arc not ducks 
becacse an experienced nhoto,rra·,hc:- fron the Lub~.oc~ AvC!Ulche !:e\13;-'a~er 
atte::nt.c-1 to r.et ~hotoe or d~ci::: \!Si!".C tn~h Dtitu.I"al l~r.~ and Oash, but 
railed • 

The 1Jrrestly,3tion or this incident is contin\.d.nr. =~ is pJ"f'>b: tly ~ nost 
llft1(\ae incident in the his~ry of ?r~jcct. ~rud~e 1z: tt:: t :_.._ \InS ob:~rv~c! ISO 

~ t•aee b,y a ac1~~t1flcally ~reined r.r~P of obcervc~:. rhese ?CO~lc are 
cont1nu1ne to 3 t tea;:~ to arrive n t a solut1o!'l !'or thP. p~~t1P.na. They he.d 
or<""~lously loct 1n~rest a!'ter severn! \.'ec k& o! ob!:erv~ ~~o~! bec ..:.~~e the:; 
~11PVed that the o~!ec~ vas s~:c nev Air Foree aircruf~ or Dis~ile. 

· The photorrarhs ~r~ now at the Pho~rra;->hic ! ·.ccon:'la!!!~anee Lbbo:·e..tory 
at \.Tight Air .Jevelopment Cen~r for ana.lynle. 
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fairly precise for:nacion. The first f r ame , Lo .4, was not 

plotted because of extre~e blurrir.g, but frames 5, 7 a nd S 

were plotced as cr.arts I, II and I I I r e specc ively. Chart IV 

is a com? osite of' C hart s I , II a nd III . In i t c~e spoL s 

fr om ~ne previ ous char t s, ~r.at aupear re la~i~cly fixed in 

the f orma t ion, are shown a s h L- a.vy black ink spot s. 'l'he 

relatively moving spo l:; s are sh ovin i n ligh t pe ncil--t he 

first position of che se sh ifting s pot s is ligr.t r ed, as 

in Chart I; t he second posi ~i on, spaced b e tween the h eavy 

spocs, is in black pencil, a s from Chart II; and che final 

posit ion is shown in light gr een . 
• 

• • 

5· According t o che microscopic examinations, s pot 

bright ness range could be expressed as v1e ak, average , and 

bright , corre spondin~ t o faint , aver age , or heavy s pot 

densities. The t·aint spot s in ~he movi nG r ow a re under-

scored, wh ile the brigh t spo~ s are circled . Only \:.nose 

spec s in ~he fixed r ow t hat are alike in all thre e negative s 

are indicated in t he same way. 

6. T'nere is 1;he app E-arance of t wo extra spo t; s, 

outside Ghe r crrula r r ows . ..... One spot is ~ o ·""c .., -. 
in all t h r e e c~arts, w~ile t he s~ot sh0\1S only faintly in 

t i:.e :.o .7 neza ci ve a :;!d V/O. S mi ssed in ploc · ir.5 Char t II; it 

appears in 90siti on at che l~rt end of ~he movirtg row in 

C~art III. 
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COI.CLUSICNS 

7• There is relat ive ~ovemer.t within t he f ormation 

of spo Gs, so tha L they are 110~ liz! t s on a fixed ob j e ct . 

'rhe r e lat ive motio!l i s such t ha-v i t. 8.!JY) t~rs unlikely 

t hat Ghey are co-planar a nd !>ho t o~raphe d f rom di f fe r ent 

angles. Furthermore , i ~ i s unlil{ely ch uc ~he moving spot s 

are in any kind of stralght line . 

I 
8 . The angul a r size of cht; i'o r 1acion , a t che camera 

l ens, is very ne o.r l y the s ame in all ca se s . The f ormation 

_is, ho\7ever, sli[;ht l y 1[1 re;~r in Chart II , or Prame 7, 

t~an i n ~he ochers. The a ngul a r size corresponds t o a n 

obj e ct size of 310 ± 30 f t , s een by t~c camera l mi le away . 

The a c-:ual size of cl·.e f' ormac i on rnay oo c a.lculated f r om 

t "" . t . , f I-' • 1 dl .. f , ... ~s ra ~o , l cnc ac·cua s "' a uce r om cn e camera can 

be d"' t ~. r . .1ined . ·rhis ir:w.go s ize is a c cual l y 0 .12 ", formed 

by a 2 " focal l er;:;-ch l e ns in vhe camera used . 

9 · Although • cn e image size in Fr ame g is about 2% 
· les s t han in Frome 7 , su 3ge s ci ng c~at t he ob j ects are 

r e ceding from r.hc camera , tr..e a spe c c of ~he "V" formation 

doe s t1o t correspond t o a h orizor1c a l "V", t r ave lli ng 

paralle l "C O ch e ea r t h ' s su r face unl ezs ac an e nor mou s 

al t i t ude . Such moci on a t conve nt i onal alcitudo s woul d 
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r e quire -che "V" t o flatten, eventually b ecoming a ~t:rai ght 

line , but the "V" in Fr ame 8 is a s li :;'--c ly s~aller 8.ngle 

t h an in Frame 7• 

10 . The orien tation of t he "V" for~a "G i c n is t he 

same on all ne ga t ives. If t he format i on did ac t ually pass 

directly over t he camera s t a t i on, all ohotographs were 

taken e i ther before or after, but no 'c • • ooc.c . It is obvious 

t hat the image woul d be i nverted on two successive ne gatives 

if they were taken on an approaching ur.d t hen a r ec eding 

slant ungle . 

11. The pat Ge r n of s ~o t briGhtne ss is such a s t o 

prove conclusive ly cha -c all 3 f rame s-- 5, 7 and S--wt.. re 

exposed t o :he s ame ob j e ct J a tccr n of suo .J s . - Ilo·:Fc ver, 

the re la~ ive positions of t h ese s po t s varies , a s de scribed 

above •. 
• • 

12. In the event cha c furthe r a s sis ~ a~ce is reque s t ed 

of :~his Laboracory, exposure t es !: s shou l d .Je ::tadc under 

idenci ca l condi cions co dctc r~i ne che s pot r.ature r tquired 

~o pr odu.ce t,he ob s rved densi t i e s, a nd ~ o dc-c c r mine the 

a"':lount or camera blur p r oduced by a n experi e nc ed phoc o-

grapher in "pan:-ti ng", t o cr a ck a movi ng cart:c t at n i e:ht . 
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llJB.BOCX, 'l:mB 
25 .Aupat 1951 

\ 

On the or 25 .AUS'l•'t 1951, 31 J\uguat 1951, and 1 September 1951, tligbt.s 
or un1denti1"1e4 obJeeta vere ob.erved over Lu'bboc.k, Texaa; in aocae instance a there 
vere oenxal tl.!gbta per eteo1%l8• '!be dHcr1pt1on ot the obJeeta varied to B01DO 
eX'Unt, but it is generell7 egreed that it \r.\S a ·v·• or ·u·• ohn:ped set or Ugbt ... 
l ike ob j f!(:t.a. :tr !tn Lll9 t&!U.r j:;botogropher, turned vver })botograpba to 
the ).1r Fozee vhich he elaiM are or tliO of the illgbta. Lisaar~nt among the 
wi-tneaaea ia on the 1:\IIDber ot ligbta 1n the arran~ zit and 'Whether it woa .. V" or 
''U" shaped. 'lbe flight path vaa f na Iii:to S\1 or N-s. Th~ obje~t ::sppeared brighter 
than s and bed a yellow or blue tint. In moat cases no r.o1ae vaa reported, 
but a tf!V vitneaaea stated tbe7 heard a "vboosb .. ·• 

MaD7 vi reported ineldent, but the moat technically ccapetent observers 
vera prollal»~ Protnaor , Bee4 or Petro~ EDgineering, 

Protneor ot CbE11ieal , and Dr Professor or 
Ceolog, all ot Te.xaa Tech. In addition to be1ng the moat c001petent, these vi t. .. 
nea ... were ..ooa the tiret. to see the obJect and vieved it ou subeequeot occ:aalona 
under coDtz-olled c • For tbeir 1n1t.1al aigbting the proteaaora were 
gat:MJed toptber diaeuaain& aatl"'Olaa7 on the evening ot 25 f.u.-•t. 1951. At 2110 
tbey happened to o'baene tbe f'irat tlisbt ot the objeet, \l"bieh tbe;y deacribed aa 
a J1Jng)t~-clrele ot llpt.a. A aecONJ obJect paaaed over three minutes later. 
'!he vitneaa .. eatimated the angular veloc1t;y to be 30° per second. ~rina subse
quent obeer••t.1ona the proteuora coat1rMd their eatirMte or the velocity by usin8 
:prot.ractoN and atop vatchea. Atte.pta vere alao made to get an es te ot the 
elewtion 'ty vieving the object troaa sevel'ftl locations at the saae time e.nd ualns 
trigonometric aetboda, and alJio by ualna clouda ot know height. These attempts 
wre not cona14eted suceeeatul. 

In 1959 Dr J Allen ~ contacted one ot the professors nt Tcx:ls Tech regard11:l8 
this cnae. Tbla protn.or intotad Dr H3Jlek that be had conducted an extensive 
study ot the Lubbock aicbt1• and deten.tned that tbey vere det1n1 tel)' birds. 

'!be f.ir Foree coDcluaioo ia birda, vith street 1igbta retlectln8 tx1:u thea, 
vere the proMble cauM ot th1a a • Tbe anaular yelocity or 3o0 per second 

rather high ror birda durlns 11181 ator7 fi1ghta (approxiw.ltel.y 6o MM! at. 168 
feet altitude). It ia probable that the anplar veloclt7 ~ leaa. In all 1n•tanees 
the \11 were located in an axea W.re their eyea were probably dark ada:pted, 
tbe~fore l'IRking the objeeta appear brlpter. 

~.{r , \lbeD t.ald DIJ hie picture. 1 had to do SO by "panning'' his car.aera ( Bvill81ns 
v1th the o'bject's motion). P,nn1ns is quite difficult and the relative~ high 
degree of sueeeaa or tbia pbotograpber ia fUrther 1~d1~at1on that the angular velocity 
of the objeet ~ r.ot aa high as estimated. 

~e kind or blrda respoMlble ror this sighting is not lmow, but it is highly 
probable that tbe;y \/ere dueu or plovers. Since plovers do not usuall)' fly in 1.~or

~t1ons or :10nt than six or sewn, duck:J become the t201"8 probable . The r act thnt 
th13 \.-'C!S l 3te su'ller, and that the obJects cons1stentl:r t'lcv to the aouth tends to 
subatsnt.l3t.e the conclusion that the objects of this sighting ·.rere c1grntor-J b1rd3. 
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o~+.-.ce Memorandttm • UNITED STATES GO\TER.N1\1hN'1"' 

TO • • 
ATIA, colonel Kirkland .. 

SEORiS'il 
AtrrH: ,~ ATIC 
BY: ~: Sbav 
DATE: L0-10-51 

DATB: 10 October 1951 
• 

FROM : ATIAA-2., Lt 1-ietsc:her 

SUBJBCT: Texas and l·1ev !·1ex1co 3ightings, Grudge - Project 10073 • 

1. TWo visual sightings, describing group of lights, can be associated vith a 
sighting of wept ving aircraft as is described below. Prenent evaluat:i.on c-3. 

2 . Description of sigbtings of unidentified ob jects : 

• 

• 

(a) 
(b) 
(c:) 
(d) 
(e) 

(f) 

(1) 
LOcation Lubbock 
nate of sighting 25 Aug 51 21 ~ 10 
Shape o:r objects string of beads 
uumber of objects 50 
Aerodynamic: features 

outstanding features u form 

{2 ) 
Lubbock 
30 Aug 51 23;30 
vhi te sticks 

20 

V form 

(e) Sound none none 
(h) Speed estinetes incredible ::;peed rapid 
(i} Radar detection none none 
(j) Altitude estiJT8te very high high 

3· The similarity is as follows: 

• 

(3} 
Albuquerque 
25 Aug 51 21:58 
chevron shaped 

1 
no fuselage, 
sveepback 15• 
six to 8 pairs, 
soft lights 

none 
300-4oo JnPh 
none 

Boo-1000 ft 

a. Sightings 1 and 2, supported by photographic evidence attached, agree 
-~th the description of pairs of light3 in oightings 3· 

4. Action being taken on this includes a query to Strategic Air command, Offutt 
~~~ as~ing whether their aircraft were in tl1e vicinity at stated times. 

3 Incls 
1. Ltr, 7 Sept 51 v/photos 
2. 1\F Form 112, GA-2-51, A-r ;c 
3. Ltr v/AE' 112, 1,1:1 

• 

• 

• 

:vNGRADED AT 3 YEAR I~TERVALS; 
DO\DECJ.ASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOll J)IR 1)200.10 " 

- . . - ... - .. -·. .. . .. --

lJf\fCC'ASSIFJED 
• 

• 

' 

• 

I 
I 



• t 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

. _ ...._ .,. .._ _ -· -· - .. ,_ ----.. • 

I 

• • 
i 

• • 

i!JNCCASSlFl E~J 
• 

• 

co, \TIC 

?r1or1't7 

otttoer, Reece AFB, Lubbock, X 

• 

• 

Gffteer. L\e E:cWard J. !Wppelt ot tbl !dr 'lochn1cal 

!:1t.llia- Coat.r w1l1 be a\ 7cur b••• 6 1:ovtnbor 19Sl in regard to roporta on 

aircnft ~ in Labbook ana on 2S and 31 Augu.tt, l9Sl • 
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DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. • 

DOD DIR 5200.10 
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At the U. of Colorado a tzew aU-out attack on UFOs has been launched 
• 

-BY L. JEROME STANTON 
• 

' 

rc we txing spied upon and studied by intelli
gent beings from outer space, as we study the 

primiti\'e aborigines of central Australia and · 
Kew Guinea? Is the U .S. Air Force deliberately 
withholding information about flying saucers, for 
fear that rekasing the truth would trigger a panic? 
\Vhy do we still know so little about the true nature 
of unidentified flying objects? In this time when 
;cience says other intdligent life almost 'surely exists 
dsewhere in our galaxy, these questions are being 
1.sked by a great many people who formerly would 
ha\'e laughed off such thoughts as pure fantasy. 

Alrnoit !20 years ago a news story about "flying 
aauccrs" flashed O\'U the press wires, startling our 
nation and much of the ci\1ilized world. From that 
J\Oment, a world-wide interest in unidentified flying 
>bjects has stubbornl)' stay('d ~li\'e, ~spit~ efforts of 
luthorities and others to rdute and debunk them. 

Fortunately one new factor has entc:red the pic
:ure that bids fair to resolve some of our doubu and 
>uzzlement. On October 7, 1!}66, a contract was 
awarded to the Uni\'ersity of Colorado to conduct a 
.cientific in\'estigation of UFO sightings and n=port 
indings to the U.S. Air force, with recommenda
ions for future operation of the Air Force's own 
1aojcct Blue Book UFO inquiry. The Colorado 
..:po•t will then IJe reviewed by the National Acad
:my of Sciences. Funded at somewhat more than 
iJoo,ooo, the study will analyze UFO r~ports, and 
lCl u a ll) a~ign scientists to the field to study UFOs 

• 

extremely limited. lndero, with a staff limited most 
of the time to on~ commissioned officer, one noncom 
and two clerks, it's amazing that Project Blue Book 
could do any job effectively. 

The first modern sighting of a UFO occurred 
June 'J4th, 1947, near Mt. Rainier in Washington. 
A veteran private pilot named Kenneth Arnold, 
while flying his own light aircraft, saw nine large, 
sih-ery objects shaped like inverted plates or saucera, 
flying in a reversed-echelon formation. Arnold had 
described the objects as moving "like a saucer 
skipped across a pond," and from this a reporter 
de,·ised the name "flying saucer." 

• 
,(ulltor of " Fl.Jt.nt Sawm · 1/tM r N RlaliJ.1" • 

• • • \ • 
• • 

• 
• 

• 
I • 

stood until tg6j, wh~n a book •tAnaiomy of a 
I Phenotn~non." by Jacq• !CS Valle~, 3 Frenc-h ICientist 

Ji,·ing in the U .S .. was published. 
Soberlv scient ific in tone, 1t gave :-n umasuall · 

I complete and authoritative sur1 rnarv of the entire 
h;story t'f the fiving ~ .. rer-UFO phe·, omenon. It 

I al~ opct-cd the eyes of mtln) people to the fac t tha t 
sightings were wodd-w!cle . 

Then in the earlv hours "f August 2. t!)65, 
authorities in adjace: : oarts " " Texas. Xew M~x~co, . 

• 

1 O k!ahoma a nci K amas were ~ooded with calls · 

I reporting UFOs, man~· of the reports coming from 
t'('!i~e officers in highwav pa tro cars. O ne grou? of ~ 

: objects w as seer fo- a .. ..'O\l t 30 m m ute.s flying in a t 

I 

,,,,., UUMrl 

,.., ...... '"" 
In tl)e two decades since that 
episode, literally thousands of 
UFO sightings have been rc

.,..,,. ,,. wet14 ported from all parts of the · 

I dia -nond formnt:on over 1ne area around Shawnee, 
01<1a. They w~re ligh:s of ind~finite sha~, that ·• ·-· 

1 cha nged color randort' ly ~rom oral'ge-rcd to white to ~ ~ .. 
bhtc-steer an<;- ac:it again. - Radar a t Tinker and - ~ 

I Carsweli Air Force Ba~es in •"c a rea tracked four world. 
' t'bj ects t~at coinciC:eci with 0 -~ects seen oy eye-
: ~!.nesses, accorci;ng to a statement i~sued by the 

1

1 Oklahoma Hig~way Patrol. T he radar tracking 
was later denied by the Air force, bu~ the denial 

In January, '~SO, ~{ajor Donald E. Keyhoe. a 
retired Marine Corps officer, authored an article for 
"Tnte11 magazine, in which he insisted that fl)·ing 
saucen were reat. physical objects, and that they 
came from some place not on our own planet Earth. 
The article touched ofT a sensation. But solid evi
dence !'~tch as good, close-up photographs or motion 
pic~u~s (ot' debris of ~ crashed saucer:) proved , 
impossihle t~ get. and conclusions had to be b~sed 

1 was contradic~ec! bv a nine-pJ.t:e report from the 
, Q klaho ua Del'ar:~~"": of Pub· :c Sa~c v . Th: ~t'n-

~·< oL'\c~~ !r.~~ .. :-c::-o··:ec s~· , .. ,,,,lv ~ ·,at t~e s:ars 
• 

Ri~e1. CapeHa a "'ld Al~cbar<' n, ?"~C1 th"' ~lanet Jupi-
sote!y on the accounts of eye-witnesses. I 

The Air Force be~an the first official investi~a-
tC"'. seen ~n cic- pec~din- locn ' ' eathr·· conciitions, 
Md been the came . 

• 

f 

• 

• 

-
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;,~t T.t. fllppelt at 

t.·!.. .;. J. =~~el t/!JfJI 

ct ;moorr~eotional ai.rentt. Tt is requoated that •u 
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Lt. Rt'r-P•lt ~ ATT•J 2 nai the ottiCJe or the De,.,nv f or l~t&Jl~~tmee 
a~ Air C<wcwnd Es•dquar..crs 1ll Colorado ..>r".rine3, t:.o.lon:do, an 5 :Cv~lbar 
1951. 'Iba ob~ao\ ot tbe rl.:dt vas to aoord1Mte work CD the i :r~est:lganona o! 
sigh ~ 'lfwaollf&D a.:l.ra:raf't. AI :.C hae no pregxaa for !Dveot,igating such 
Bigilt.illp, hawnw, tbe7 tezt rmch -t:ttereated in tee ilrl9stJ.gatilona comi'coted 
b7 ATIC am to ooopente to Ml.eet. ~ ~'ggeated +Mt me 
(JI'e~· a letter outJ imnc w•t stepe a honJd be ta~an in reporting , and 
tbia ,._ • 

ID uon, ADC xequeetod tbt7 recoi:re a r»'?Y or the JJOJ"·~ ste.'bJS 
xepcM*t ~ Plojeot. 10073. (Contident:JaJ) 
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A trip wu Dade to Illbboek, T•c•a, an 6 1951 bJ ATIA.A-2 personnel 
to 1Dnetigate the reporta ot an UD.idetified aerial object. ,.tdoh baa been ~en 
ever !be objeo\, \fbiob haa be• dee~ribed ll.B a series ot lights, wa• 
o ouar the oi't7 <WI at. l.aa.s~ n aco•aiona. 'l'he ::meed oould ~t b9 
jucl;(aa due to the h• M 11 t;r to ee '- SD al t1 tude ' t but the angnl .,. 
-,el ooi'1Y Wll ~~ • The 1ne!Jont is ;mique ·1n that it ~:us obear'f'ed an a.~t 
t-""'1" b3 a ~P ol td.x 'l'e:m8 ~t.'ac:hni-'8~ Collegs f'noult7 , nJ l 
o? 'Jhoa hne Ph. :>. deg:xaea. ':.'heir ficlGs of u~iaJty ~ elil)':sioe, <*e!:de~~ 
.:;'30l:lir:/' s..M ~th8at1oa • 
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::.-ABlr.-d b7 t!w Photo I ab at, 1J~~. tbeae nhotoa !t'P!'&s•r 'to be euthaut.ic ~t 
are beiDg cblble-checke:l. 

The po•1Mlit.7 or lokNA a1rGrai"t has plo'led negat.in. 'i'bora is a poeei,
bil1't7 the\ ~ oojeote vaN 80118 t)pa ~ nit)lt, ~ m1g~ator1 b!rda, altJ:oueb 
r.o ban 7&'\ • ( 
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I 

~r ITEM Cl37. 

RE INl£RVIEW COMPLETED 2 DEC 51. DELAY OCCASIONED 
FN ABSENCE OF TY. NO PERTINENT ADDITIONAL INFO OBTAINED. 

FOLS VIA OS HANNELS. NEV SUBJ DETAILED STATEMENT OF PROFESSOR 
AND OTHER PROl'1:SSORS DISPATCHED BY WING IN'IELI.IG'ENCE. 
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL IMVCSTIGATIOMS 

A)~ NAlL 
- T ...,._ ... ..... , • W 

• 

A i r Fo rc. e Base 

7 Se~te.ber 1951 
.•, 

t lll14en't1fted Ob3ecta 1n :Pl!gtrt over .lubbock, Tau . , - . 

• 

1. obJecta appearins to be •str1nsa ot 
tranl.tna apeec!a have alle&edl-7 obae"ed over Lubbock, 

• SubJeot ~on were allegad]7 observed b7 three ~tJ 

• 

() 
() 
•• 

rro. 1081eal Col lese, Lubboc~, • on 25 s: 
1951. '1'hese obJwta IIPJ)eared to be V ror.t1cos 81 v1nS oft a ~ 
d1st1not Slow, Vhloh Ill¥ have been ~leot1ons :tro. llgbta on the srcun4. ~ 
The · b7 the three oollege proresaors were late~ vouched C: 

~ 
f'ar f'ou- otheP V1 tzleaaea. Sim' phenoaenon was obaerte4 b7 one ~ 

• or Lubbock, • who S.. alleged to photo c+ 
graphs ot the obJects. ~roua other v1tnesaes to s1•1 ooCUl"NN10ea· ~ 
have Jleported varied acoounts to reporters ot the lubbock AY&lanohe g 

, on 1 Bnll 2 Septenber 1951. At , Texas, on 31 ~ 
1951, at 12s45 P. •· CS'r, two WOllen reported a "atnnge v1nsleaa air-
craft ~ within 150 teet or the1~ bile and dia•ppeared a 

• ...... u. lateP. 

~ 
2. JmrAIL!t reporta haYe been reoe1Y.S bJ neva aOUNes g 

• iii ot atl•nse un14ent1ned o~Jeo'b 1n n1&bt OYeP IMbboolc, .. 
Rd rto1n1V ainee 2' Anpat 1951. ftrat ob .. rvat1oa o~ et.aeb 
~ - reported br raoultr a-ben or 'l'uas 

, a't tubbock, ,_.ex••· 'l'beae protaaaora veret 
P»c4-.or and heed ~ the Petroleum EnglnHJ1.n8 ~ 

Prc4eaacn- or Chemical BngineerinS; end Dzt. 
lrot .. IO• or CeolOSJ. ___ 'l'heH jnd1Y1duals stated tt.t on Sat-

urdQ at 2110 hours. a group c4 obJeota f'l11ns 1n a roulh ...s.-
c1l'Ole or crescent ror.tlon vaa sighted :t]71ns the nol'theast to 
the eovthvn't at an •tnc ble spee48

• These three profeaaora vera 
unable to 81" ·~ 4eaor1pt1on ot the obJecta J hOMeYe,., tM7 
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X.!\ ... Guinea? Is the U.S. Air Fo:·ce ddaberatdv 
• 

'' i.nholdmg in:-v.·m:i\. ion ~bO\ ... dying ~~cer:o, io.· 
:.:3r that \'clcasing ,he ,.-.nh wo..tlc u igge; a ?ar.ic? 
, ,· ., )· d,. , ., c'l' ·~ ... , , · .. -· ... · ... _. · e ·· - ·., .. ~ 

,. •• v .. \, ~ a • •'-••V \ :,.y •• " '- • \,; - ""'"' ..,.." •••'W- •• •• •• .;:.. 1. \.6• \; 

~:· .1dc!emit: ec. :·x :n>< u ..J ccts? -~ ,~;~ u .r.e w~-.en 
' 0 ... 

~icnce says othe: inteUigc t:t lifl! al:~ost 'surely exists 
c:scwhere in our galaxr , these questions are being 
asked by a great many people ,,·ho fonnerly would 
h:-we laughed off such thoughts as pure :"'.:mtasy. 

Almost 20 yearj a go a «C\\'• Slory aoout "fiying 
.. :..;.:crsu F.3shcd v\·~;- t~•~ ?rC~ wir.!S, st:h'tling our 
:: tion and much of the civilized ~·orld. Frum that 
:tt.->r.1Cnt, a world -wide int\!:'CSt H1 u:-,identified nying 
v:JJCCt:s has stu bbor nly stayed al:\'e, dcspice eftorts of 
authorities and others to refute and aebunk them. 

Fonu .latcly one new ;actor !las entered the pic
a ;rc tha t bids fai r to resolve soml! of our doubts and 
~l,zzlcmem. O n October 7, :g66, a c.)ntracc was 
.,..,, arded l O the Cniversity o:· C0!oradc to concuct a 
~.: . ..:r. tific in\'csti:;-t ion 0~ L:FO , ;$:u:n;s :md report 

- - - · -~ •• - -··· - · 0 ., • ._ .. • • "".11 ""-.,• ...,• '-•~ a.I"VVA 

co~!d do any job effectively. 
The first modern sighting of a lJFO occurTed 

1 J .ne ~4th, 1947, near Mt. Rainier in Washington. 
A ,·ete;-an private pilot named Kenneth Arnold, 

' w:u le ftying his own light aircraft, saw nine large, 
silv\!r-y objects shaped like inverted paates or sauecn, 
flying in a re\·ersed-echdon formation . Arnold had 
described the objecu as moving "like a saucer 
skipped across a pond," and from this a reporter 

I devised the name "flying saucer." 

I F/ylnc ••un11 

i 

t 

hare ._., ... , 

•rouiHI The wtn 

In the two decades since that 
episode, literally thousands ol 
UFO sightings have been re
ported from all • paru of the-
world . 

l..1din~ to the \j.S . . "\ r Force, with rc~ommenda-
1 

uo:.s for future opcrati011 of the Air Force's own 1 

In January, 1950, Major Donald E. Kcyhoe, a 
retired Marine Corps officer, authored an article for 
"True" magazine, in which he insisted that ftying 
~:1ucers were real, physical objects, and that they 
came from some place not on our own planet Earth . 
The article touched off a sensation. But solid evi
dence such as good, close-up photographs or motion 
ptc tures (oa· debris of a crashed saucer !} proved 
impossible to get, and conclusions had to be based 
solely on the accounts of eye-witnesses. 

P ·..,J cCt Blue Boo!,t UFO inquiry. The Colorado I 
: ~jNrt will then he re\'icwea by the National Acad- 1 
~ ,nv of Sciences. Funded at somewhat more than 

• 

S .,oo,ooo, the smd y wtl! :m al yz • U FO reports, and 
.:. - .ually ass1gn sctentt~ts to the facie! to !tn ady UFOs 
.tt fi rst hand , if that proves feasible Guaranteed a 

The Air Force began the first ofikial investiga-

completely free hand by lhe Air 
r o.-ce, the inquiry should do 
n.uch to qUJct the louder crincs . 
of Project Blue Book, and a lso 

• 
tv allay an)' public doubts and ' • 
fea rs. [t is, in fact, the first 
really scientific altack on the 
L fO enigma yet set in motion .. 
tn che United Sta tes. 

The critical problem of na· 
(IOnal seeunty m akes an a ll-out 
scientific attack on the UFO 
p uzzle seem long overdue. But 
sir.ce the first reports of modern 
times, the subject nas been beset 
by unstable notoriety-seekers, 

.. 

• o.uers and plain crack-(X>ts, . 
so chat most serious ~eientists 
i.a,·e shied away from the prob
lem. The nearest approach to 
a scientific im·estigation, the 
2o -year USAF study called 
Project Blue Book, has been 

tion of the more impressive reports a few weeks after 

A 1951 pktnomenon tluzt is still 
Ulltxplai11cd is tltt one 

known as the "Lubbock lights," 
whick lt'ttf sighted at 

Lubbock,. Ttxas. It is one 
nf the photographs the 

U. of Colorado may examine 

the Arnold sighting, but the 
effort was reduced to practi
cally nothing early in 1950. 1 
Then in 1951 a renewed surge of 
nation-wide interest and pub
licity compelled a widening of 
the inquiry. 

By 1952, reports reached a 
dizr.ying peak. But time paaed 
and public interest dwindled. 
In the following eight years 
U FOs continued to be reported 
o\·cr the U.S. and many other 
parts of the world. Press and 
radio now ga,·e more attention 
to "contact~c., accounts than to 
soberly factual episodes. Proj
ect Blue Boo~ plodded on, al
though proposals to put a team 
of scientists in the field with in
struments for direct observation 
of a U FO were never actually 
put into effec t. So matters 

••• •••t;, ••• "'''-' ""•"•J •ttt ..! t'''"'''•'••"-U • 

Sobcrl)· sci~ntific in tone, it gave.- an unusuallr 
complete and authoritati,·e summary of the: entir~ 
history of the ftying saucer-UFO phenomenon. It 
also opened the eyes of many people: to the fact that 
sightings were worJd-wide. 

• 

Then in the early hours of August 2 , 1g6~, 
authorities in adjacent parts o( T~xas, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma and Kansas were flooded with calls 
reporting UFO., many of th~ reports coming from 
police officers in highway patrol cars. One group of 
objects was seen for about 30 minutes flying in a - : 
diamond formation over the area around Shawnee., 
Okla. They were lights of indefinite shape, that 
changed color randomly from orange-red to white to 
blue-green and back again. Radar at Tinker and 
Carswell Air Force Bases in the area tracked four 
objects that coincided with objects seen by eye
witncascs, according to a statement issued by the 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol. The radar tracking 
was later denied by the Air Force, but the denial 
was contradicted by a nine-page report from th~ 
Oklahoma Department of Public Safety. The con
fusion was only increased when the Project Blue 
Book officer later reported sol~mnl)• that the stars 
Rigel, Capella and Aldebaran, and the planet jupi-
ter, seen under peculiar local w~ath~r conditions, 
had been the cause. 

.,,,,, ,.,,. ., .,,.,. 
The celebrated incident at Exe
ter, N . H ., occurred during the 
early morning hours of Septem
ber 3, 1g65. Norman Muscar-
ello, an 18-year-old Exeter resi

dent, was badly frightened by a large object that 
swooped silently over the highway. He informed the 
local police and was driven hack to the spot by 
Officer Bertrand. The obje~t returned and was sc~n 
at close range and low level by both Muscarello and 
Bertrand, and by Officu David Hunt, in anoth~r 
patrol car. The object was circular, about 100 fe~t 
in diameter, and in addition to the over-all orange
red glow, showed a pattern of smaller, brighter 
lights that waxed and waned in reftUlar rhythm. 

The Exeter incident brought to light the case of 
the Halls. \Yhile underRoing treatment for a period 
of amnesia, Mr. and Mrs. Ha11 told their psycho· 
analyst a strange story of having lxen captured and 
intrrrogatcd b)· beings in a weird flying \'Chicle some 
two years bcforr. 

During 1 !)66, in addition to many other reports 
from more remote parts or the world , a prrsistent 

, 
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• , , 1 ,.,um,~ uT;m tliiUl't' , r.tMII I~)' JJan tlc:JI) mul Gum! ].ll o.rlau· in tlu· bac~rau/ oj 1/u:i1 lwuu uu11hmsl ofDdroil, is uucl.rguing Jcit~~tific al(a/ysi~· 

• • 

• • • • 
• 
• • 

' . . • 

• • • 
• 

. series of peculinr lights was seen o,·er \Vanaqu~ 
reservoir in ~ot thcrn Xew Jcrse)·· Similar lights 

g~nc=ral public, or among \'arious groups of UFO a long-term disagreement with the Air Force Projcc• 
buffs. At one extreme of the organized LIFO groups Blue Book method ol im·estigation, but is oow 

-• CfC reponed ncar llillsdale, Mich., by many r~si· are the clubs and indi\'iduals who swear they ha\·e cooperating with the Univcnity ol Colorado inquiry. 
.ion~ ol &be area, \\ ho loudly contradicted scnu
ofticial ltatbnenu that marsh gas was r~sponaiblc. 
Still more odd-shaped glowing lights were seen and 
photographtd over Long Island. This time the 
ofllcial explanation put the blam~ on the star Sirius. 

had actual contact with int~llig~nt beings who come · The SAUCERS organization bdicvn that there 

In January, 1967, two 
young~ten, Dauid and Grant 
Jaroslaw, in Harrison Town
ship, nonhc:ast of Detroit, 

• 
1napped photos of something 
that look~d like a big ham
burger and was the size of a 
helicopter. The: photos were 
aent to Dr. J. Allen Hynek, 
thairman of the Astronomy 
Department at Northwc.stern 
Univ~rsity, who has i1wcsti-

. "': rd reported sightings for the 
~. Force. His comment at the 

time was that the photos did 
not "indicate an obvious hoax," 
but that they required analysis. 
Undoubtedly, the photos will 
also be shown to the University 
oi Colorado group. 

As matters now stand, ther~ 
i~ anything but agreement, 
dthcr within the body of the 

• 

-

• 

in ftying sau«n. 1 js O\'Crwhcbni:lg evidence that so-called flying uu-
At the other end of the gamut of UFO groups is 1 cers are orobabJv of extrat~rrcstrial origin and most 

NICAP, the National lm·estigatiom Committee on j !ikely come from the planet Man. 
Aerial Phenomena, of\\'ashington, D.C., with Major 

"Swamp gas, was the 
Air Foret txplanotum for tht 
Hillsdolt, Alith., siglllings. 

This photo was rtltnstd 
hy the tow11' s civil dtjt1ut 

director to rtjutt 
lht swamp gas thtory 

• 

Keyhot" as Director, and Rich
ard Hall as Assistant Director. 
\Vith a membership of about 
11 ,ooo claimed, NICAP is the 
lal'gest organization and has a 
heft)' percentage or scientific, 
technical, military and law
enforcement ~nonnel. 

Somewhere in the middle 
is the Saucer and Unexplainrd 
Cc:lc:stial E\'ents Research Soci
ety, of Ft. ~e, N . J ., and New 
York City. SAUCERS was 
found~d in 1954, claims about 
7,000 m~mbers and holds a 
broader ,·iew of UFO phenom
~na than don !';JCAP. 

At present, NICAP scorns 
the contactc:cs and their claims 
and bclie\'t"S that UFOs a re r~al 
physical objects and that they 
are under the control of inteUi
gent beings. NICAP has had 

Beliefs o( the: farther-out saucer 
fans are more diffuse, but all 

.,.. ,,. U'0 ' agree that they are real. ~fany 

.,. • .,.,.., consider that UFO. come from 

All 

• • 
plal')~ts of other ~uns than ours, 

and are operat~d by beings more advanc~d than we. 
Many insist that th~ V isitors mean only Infinite 
Good, have visited ea1th manv times in the past, and 
arc the cauv, of man)' or our religious beliefl in gods. 
miracles and :ege11ds 

I Is it possible to choose between these differing 
\ tews? For many the answcl' apparently is " No " ', 

' and it will probably remain so until a saucer crashes 
I in Central P~rk, or the University of Colorado prc-

~ents a:s report. l:nfonana~e y, UFOs ~ttm to be fa~ 
I more r<!liab!e than earthly .-· ·craft, for no etl!thenti

cat~d debr's o! a crash~d sa,,ccr has com~ to light . 

• Ne\'ert~dess, \I you an~wer the door some night 
and find yourself copfrontcc by a small, greenish 

I indi"idual who politdv asks for the loan of a cup cf 
uraniu·11. don't slam the rioor; it may be the 

I ~!art\an ambassacor- vic!i·n of the interp!anetar~· 
I ~quivaient of a~ cmp~v gas \ank. (THE IND ) 

• 

TI-l S wu.: Motozl•• I Mercll 5, 1967 
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I. r l ' 't'9f'- .' 10'" rr. ~:;: y•·""'T · [:JPT' 
1.1 ..:~'~ ... ~ •• v; ·· - • •J•~ ·'~ 

• 

The f!rst or 8 se!"! ~ r. or S.!.. i,l.tin~,: r &;lo t<.J t;:, t r.is inclt.!o11 l ?C C\:.rrcc ~ tl:c 
cven!.r.; or ,.5 Jw.rus t lct:l at fij)~r :>:{i.::ntc!;; :..110 c.,:. Fot: r :C'xa::; 'l(:C!Jllct>.l C· ,l l ore 
profe s::;or::: ~ere si tti."l( in the bac:'j' tt.r~ ,~ or.e o :' :.:.c ""'r ·) fc ~~ ')r ' r. ;,.);~:;:; oL~erv iz:
c t: t.e-:>rlt.c: in conJunc~!.cn \..'1::1 t1 !.i luc ;: o: -.lcro::-.c.. -..c.or .ites Lc:i~~ cur: i c 1: out by 
the eollcr=! . At ::1 :'0 t.ht: j' o~ ·s• :rv ~ ::. r:-~r..: :> of lir:t t ::; p tt!.i :> ovcrl.<:,.d fro:.1 ~; 1/.> !:». 
The lir-h:::: ~c about t~e ::;o.:1c intensit.i e::: hirh c .:..:-.;:; cl.:>Uc !: ?n o :1~ :1li rh t :11 ;·:. ~. 
';ho n1 ti ~;.; -!~ vn::: not ~e ':.(:r.lin~d but tr.e;: ~:-:jvelec ::. t a hirh rr· tc o: .. :,; )~e<! . ';}":e 
pntte:--n ')~ t b ..: lid, t s ·.:c. ::; c.l.~=t a :-,cr~~~- r.e·l\ - -: : r cl <: c rmt,:.i :lin;: :' t> ll· ,·~ t.o JCJ 
indivl ::!t.:ll li!·ht.~. ~t~r in t !.c cvi..!J .:~ .. - u :; i: .. i~ c:- i:v:ic (·nt \I t~. ~ ob:::i r'/ ( ! n."l ~ 
G\..ri~: a ~J;-,ri? i of a'tJ)t: :. t :r--rcc \.1+)-r. ::; a ~:. • .. !:J. o:' CJ -~ rox i:J<lt<;l;,· twclVt! (l 2) ::ucr. 
flir::t:s ,_.~c.: o~~~crve::! t:r thc!je oen. 

• 

~be ,.ou~ or ccn inclu~cc~ 

a. ~~ 
·-C Head cf t..'le 

t . ?. lf"Cfi~ .,r o! 
c. ?r:>to:;s.jr -:>~ 
d. h .,!"cs:;or of 

Bcsh!e~ ti:e: noove ro\4!" :len, t~.!; rollo·. i:-.£ !:ave ob~Ervctl the inc i c:cnta a 

a. 
b. 

?!.,fcs::;or 
G.-:lJuh toe ~ tutle:1t vort-.inc 

has t"r ...... 
on i'h..... 

In aJji tic::, a Profes!lor o : i.::tr,.,no:·v 
nJt ob~crvi ~~y of the~e flir.r.ts. 

. ·a ... .. j c-Jnscltr.:! on t:.e i:lc i j e:lt, t'tlt he C.id 

The a!:•:Te nention·:d ~n too% a pcr~~=-Al intcr :!jt in t he :)hc :~o:-:c:w. ~· ~ un"ler
too~ n et~1 of the oh:ec~. iltte:1?t~ Wt.:-t; c.~~ce ~ obtain en e.l ti tuC:e cca:surc
ccn t by la;-!-"'1~ out a :lOtu;urt:d base lin-? 7 .::-:>endie -1~ to ~he utub.l. ~icht ,.,,; th 
of the ol~~:t. an~ plecL"lb anrlc tle[l::l...r:..."'l,- .!·. vlccf: ~ t t::t:. tn'! o f the bo.::~e lir.c, 
ho...:~cr, a!t their atte::~ts f11il r.ci bccl-t:.!c th·: ob~~ctc J i ci n -:> t. a ;:>?enr on tr.e 
n1P.h ts t! .c ~oserv~r5 ~t:rc t.roi ti~ for t:.e:-:. 

- . 

a. "Z'"=-e L1rlt~ar ?"t;loci t;t o!' the o~: cct uns Vf.. r.i nee.rly )0° of ere ;>er s• c on.: . 

b. 'i~.ere wa:J no s:nu-.~ tt-~t e~uld L~ n~tr!buu:~ to th~ objf;:c t • 

c. 

d. 

~~ fli.-!:t ~ath of the o~i cct v~s fro~ . ~ 

••• •• ;.o C in t he I:'l.a~ori ty of t he 
!"'...1.;1: ts nl tho~-:h soce \.'e re IE~ to ~.: • 

0:4 several n~ ... ~t.:; t!~~ !'"~ vere t"..'o "'r tJ•_ .. ee "l1."ro\·tn """i v • 0 U ue 
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f. There \ICrc !~D 15 ~ jO ::c;;ru-ate ll~hts ir. Cf'.Ch fo:-.:a.t!.on. 

f.. ":he !'ir:; t \\i'j nir.~. ~ obsen~ ·.;ere e. sc:-.i-= !.r~le or 11 -: . ts but in 
eub:;~l\i.ent !""'~-:hts :.:.ere w:.:: n~ or.; c rly e..-rc...."'lr. ...:: .... mt • . 

~. n-.c object n:-.n:~s (1~~are ~ at an ~-vle o:' llbout 4~0 rrn:J horizo:ltu] in 
the n~rth a:--· ,_!i::sB~?Carcci bt 6.~:>-_t 450 1:: :i,t.· noct!':. '!he ot,ject. di:l 
~t P'rttdun11.; co:::c i!'ltl:> vi(• s~ v ::)\li1l rtn e....:.r-:rl.L"t &""~~r nc:-tinr fr ::>:'l n 
dista.ncc-, n':i -..;ler ~!.= it r, r t...:L t:..l!;; disc.-.- (: :~r. 

• 

h e; !. -~~ -J ~: t : .<: ·"':., o-: t in r< :; ·A::ct 
" to -:lou: ::. i:o\-H'Vt!r, :..:.c: :;c 

the: o~ Jrc ;,.s • os::cd :JE:~een 
..... • · ~· · t~ •·r r u*- w -e-a . • .. _ \ 

• 
<:l~o un::-~::cr. ~;.ft.l JLc to ~Le: fli.Ct tiu.~t. 

A.._te:1f>W; \:cru cr, .:.~ to .. 1c~r.t.lnt. 41hc t:.cr or n1:. thor~ \IQS an;; f or.J tot·.:eon 
the- lirl.:.s b7 't.rJinr --T !"Cc s :.ar~ bt: ~:Jcen t!'le 1ir:. -..~. 1'hc~e ul:;.J WhS Wl:::t.ccc::::.
ft.l !tte tn t:-. ~ short ~cJ t!'.<:: ·- b~cct ~- s i~1 vlc\1 • 

Thi:: .,hc!loncna \roo,; ob~t"~ r"t~..! by et lc<:.. ;.· t one £.-~~ ..: red r>Oo;.lc in tm~ nr"lund 
LuV .. -ock. Texas. :i-1:-Je =:· these ;>co ">: <: vcr·- of the ~ -d!".l':>n th~: t! lL' o Ljccts 
·..~er~ ~~ir.!s rcflcc tir.r ~.irh t~ : ro:1 t.::c cit;,·. 

-

On the evc:ll:lf. of Jl Au!-..:.st 19~1 ct a~ut ;:::r=0 t; , :, a collccc: frcst.:'.Ll.n !"r·J::t 
7exas 'i'cch t)~scrrc .l & ~~i1 t o!" t:w l:.!.·.!c:-. ti ficd o:..j cc t:J :')~n!' ':J,tcr his. hor-:c . !he 
f'lirht -.r..s ob~crvo...\ t:-_~~h a.'1 ~:-en ·.;!.n:io-.·. U:">:> :1 :l~ .. ne: r1 i.."'l !" t !:o f!.r !; t !'licht o~ 

• 

the obj •·:t.n I tJ~~ OO~Cl ~·Jr obt:..ined }-..!.:; ca:: c ra a."l .: ~C:lt ir. to t he.. Lac : ~j'E.r! or hi~ 
hor:-:· in 8.'1 a.t:.C:t;>t to :et ?h-,t-., ,·ra~h~ of b.!·:.;i ti ')~:-;! fli~~!1t:> of t h, · -,bj ec ~. 
(Co'"'l:~cnt: '•his woul~: -:c lo;ical c.s b; Jl "U'?'t.!:t 19~1 '"\.!!r; :.'3 flir:: t~ of t :to .)~ 
Jc:~s, r.....~.! t~!: fact t~t sever:~ fli.-~t:: :U.!:ht oc~..:.r in LL'1 cvcr:i:1'·, \.JL.n t~cll 
kno~.) -;...,0 A:lOr~ ni::ts of t.~le ot~cct el1c:e~ly ~i.:i occ . .r a.n.:i \/ern photo - rnphec. 
';wo ~hoto3 of ono fli::-~ ani tnrec o!" ano : !:or .rore -:>t ·~incd 9 A'- I C has ::"o~ of . ' 
th!· !lcraUvcs but the ~~!cr cno \.I&Z lo~t or :-.is-,lbc~ b;t ti~~ ~ho~-r&:1her. !r .. e 
nh.-,to;-ra?hs :;ho~ a V-~a:1f1l~ f-:.~:.ation vf 11- httl. L"'l "Jne ph.,to n ~i~lc-V or 
lir:-. U: &/'"X!ar, vhilc u::. three ,ho ~s :.:.cr(; is a do::.b1e-1/. ~· : .. c ~~c , .s..t..rt.a.tc lit-:b t~, 
vhic:1 8!''""e!lr tn lJe ~i.Ir~int li£:ht so\!:cc:;, v~r:/ ir. L"l tcnsi t:r. 

• 

I I S ,. .' ,, · f'\-=' ,..: ~ ~ I"-r- ·""'I , • "'~o'· • iA•:.J,:) •J. •· · - ""~ 1 ~.4 . t 

A tri, vas n.-::e to Lt1':>boc ~: 7cAu;;, on &-9 ::o·;e:1~or 19: 1 tv <J':>t&in nore 
detail& o:\ t:1e incidc~~ ~M.l Of!l") '1i c ~,. :-> !-.arJ se•..! r. :he obj t.:ct or 'W!-.) ~:ore inv:>l~,e~ 
in t..'te in~idcnt ~.~ere i=.:.error-a tc·1. ~ \::~:. :-- renee · . .-~!' ~(;1•! 'Ji th t::c col lore :)ro
fc:;n.Jr:; a. .. _l they rrc='e_-ed n :;if:n.JJ &~tc~(; :lt de!icr:.~inr the o':-.jccts t hey tho] 
ob~(:rvf'<! • 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



, -
. , 

. \ 

• 

• 

( 

.. , 

• 

, ... 

• 
j , 

. . --. \ 

• 

•• ( 
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The ob?topra )~E:r wns 1n~rr :·roto : , L'1 C')njunc~~ )~ vit!1 0!:1, !.~ :-o?r.rd 
to th·~ ~ho~=-ro?hs of t.!'!c o~jccu, . Ei:; acco~t of t ne 1..~'= idc:,t S'.:-:~:1'' ·~ lo;;ienl, 
and thtr'.! \lcrc no ~~vio~~ in ~ ieati:;~~ of a ho~. :r.~ · ·ho~Jrr~~·her had :.r<:Vi:)~:;ly 
bE:c~ 1n tcrr-,;-a t£d by t.!.e LuU...oc~ ::<e·..'s;-a --:er &.nJ tht: ~hot.'):; ins-,ec ted l;,:t ;s:;oc in t ee! 
Pr~:;:; e.:'ld L1 ~c :.:e.; a zinc r<:--re::c.r. ~; ti vc:;. It V:!.:J t heir o~inio!'l ti~c. t t~c ... ho tos 
vero n~t o~~~unly a hoax. Th~ cJl!c~e ~r~rc~3?rs ware i~~ttfL! ~~ ~., •h~ thcr 
or n?t the ;::--,to~·ra?h:; Y<.re of 1..'-le: ::c..· .c object.~ that ~:c:; hn:! ols crv,:u : cca\.:;c: 

1. ':hey h •:c:i never ob:Jcne~ a. V-::ha;>ei for.1.:a.ti~~ or licht~ . '.:-.is is 
not tno ai:nificant, ~:o·Jc~ ···r, Rs ti:~ errn.."'lf"C;'lent of u~c ~i;ht~ trh.~ they :>b:>r:rvccl 
v:~icJ o..nc.l s!.n-:c t !if'!rL vcre cevt.!rO..:. fl ! r·r. t:J th~ collcce : r rJfcs. or~ ·os~~LJy ~ ic 

• 

n~t !:ee t.h"! :J.i,..ht~ t~:::t \Wre pho ~:> --ra "~::e .; . In aJ:!iti r;~, l!1~ :'~ot/.>rr~:-:.er stntc~ 

th~t tho .oh~ : e! fl:'l ""~ Carcd to be U-s~..n '"~e~ bt: t \then he devcl:>""'CJ the n C"'rr ;..~!·rv:: , the 
object ·~o V-~haped. 

2 . 7hc ob~ccts tl:at t Lc ·-r:>fc :: .,o :: ~ .. . 
• 

0 . , - ,, ,.... ( .. 
..., • • ,, A • """" 

i • •• -. .. ... • J 
• • 

0. ;. ~:.l. ") :1 ' 

n:>t :•r.!.rht ~:·.)u;· lt t.) Lc ~)ho to;ru :·,:-.(. · • . .. i . } . .. :1 ~s , 10 \; •- '/'.:r, : _, U.:-. C.:>"t;ld 

t.c in error. 

a:-c.n 
fron 
were 
S'=>::l'l 
duer: 

It \1~ founi that one sc!1o:1l o!' ~h-:>\!~ht o f the ,:;-:>,1 ·~ in l~lP, ~=>~ock 
• 

'Jn:l tht.~ the o!Jjects 'J~·rc fio~~ t;,·pe ~f n.irr:. tor; b!.: . :: r~~lcctin ; · ~! -it t 
the ei t::. !;cv~rnl !X):>~!c rt! ' ':>r~d t~ t the;,· _:ofin .:. :r.:;; ~:.-.e' : t i ·~ o ~ Jccts 
LirJ c t~nu:;c thc:r eocl~ ccc ·.::..~~ · flnp:1in; · • :it i~ .,.._rJ ~oc:;H le th~ t 
?f the • i.:O;:>lC t::lo \.'CrC lo</·d.n • !':>r tf:C object ci,J S(;C -:t :C~~ a:; ~!.Lr~ \lf.!rC 

flirhts :m~ r. in.-: ova r ch..rlru· ti:·~ : ~cri:>,!. 

'l'he collorc profcs~or~ u0 :"l·:>t believe the t.;1uor _. :!:a i. t~(: o : J ~cto \J(' rc 
birds, but t~ey nrc Fivinr t.~.e ~:>£: 1b~li~y :'lOre tho._:r. ~. If t :.c. y \o.'c rc :.irJs, 
t :.ey w~ulu 1'-.nc to be relntlvcly lo:~ tv ;ivc the ill~~i -.~. :>f i~i;h O"lE: C . . An 
oee:,cional f!i r-ht '::'f birJs r.t!.r!: t pasr. lo·.1 over n cit;r or. e ~lc :L:" ni.·;· t ~".lt. it is 
hirhl~ .. clout. t!'.:.l if t!1cy Y:>cl ~ cor. t!r.,; ·~ to do tt.i:; for C( ·t·.:ral ni~l: ._~. : ::., :-a torJ 
birco u::~ally tr-; to kc.cJ awo.y rr .~::1 c i tics . 

The :·cderal :.ilci Life Co.:~e ar Jen · .. w s vi~l tc L...": . lLl t .. ::n:.rr. b ! ;.•e.s n:>t 
fa.-.ili•.tr Yit!: the inciJent he •!oul,:.cJ if the OUj \:Ct:J W·~r(: tl:-.;s . llo !it..~~~C 
th~t tl.t:y COW.'l ~ave ~en, hO'Jf'V-3r. 'inc :~o::;t li':clj• :a~:i"C~~~ i f it 1~ :1 bir<~ , 
is a oe:tbcr ':Ji• tho PlCTtcr faoil;r \oi~.ioh has n ?t:.rC Yh i te tr.;~._, bt. t unle~~ there 
vas a sud·ten !.."'lflux or the bil"\i:: lr,~~ the Lu!Jloock aretl, ~i.e ro.. .c \.· ar~cn .!:>Ubtod 
1!" th':rc ~oul:! be eno,;ch o: thc~e 't.irc.! s ~o :.lake u~ as L1L:.;j fli,..; ~t..:: o.s lo;e:-c 
observ\)d. 

If the photos arc authont:.e, tb.! obJ·~cts vory ""r'l~etl.i· arc n(): ~t..c~s 
b C'cr.use an c.;~ericnccd ?hoto;-rn 'her : .. r:>::l the l;~~boc~·: hv · :a..":c:tc !;~·.:!3~Et.~c r at te:t'l ""~ tod 
~ iCt r>hotos of dl.c~~s uzin~ bJth M~:-ral lirrht &...'1 ...! flasr., but. falle c.! . 

B. An.al~sis of :t:otos bj' ·.:rig!:t Aj r L.evolop!lcnt :e:£t.cr 

The ?hotqrra=1h1c i·.ccotL'la.iss·.Jtce Lnb~r: . torJ o!' ·.:it.-C nruie a r>r el1-:ino.ry 
ar.L.lysis of l:.i! photor.ra~hs. 'l'hc L"ltUys!z Wb:; ~n.:!e by i:l.': :-•-: C~!.n,- t~.C nerr.tiVOS 
in a co:lj)&!"nt\l:- nicr.:>sco:~. 1'heir ~o!lc ll.sion:: '..lt-re: 

• 

. ..... . ~ ..... " .. . . -· 

• 
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Tho 1 ~.ar.cs on the ncr a tl "T~s ·.:ere cau:otd b;r li ... i: ~ z tr!.·~:.in;,. uncx~sed 
the ncpo.ti"T£:5 ·.1ere n:>t rct.)'.lc::cd ). 

• • The irdividl;o.l ll!:ht~ in the ''for::.ntion·· v::r!ee L"l !::tensity. 

~. ":be 1ntcns1t;r \r.~!: ,.r<:at.A:r tJ-.t-...n 1\."lY !:t..rr•Jl:.n:!L-;- s· .... ~.:-:; h5 U:o r:tar:; 
did n')t re;!.c~r. ( '~he pho~D 'Jere t,.,./.cn un~cr C;,.Vl CJ~~ i~!. :>ns.) 

1.. 'rhc inJivic!t.al liphto c!:n."l["ccl r>'JZi ti~n in ~:-.c .. f ">r:..a ~:on • 

• 

The OSI we:; rc(iue::tcc t.J rcint<:rr -,~.:!.tc the ~~") .... :>,.rs~hcr in a"lot.h(Jr 
• attc:1-- t to deter:dno t:~c nuthcr,tici t:,. o!" t he 11ho ·..or r:.!,:&s. :-at· .le·t~lz of this 

r•~in~f'.!rrorntion hav-:: not b<:e!'l rc·ceivc~' bt~t. n :):-olL-ll~cu-~· ;c. '"Y)r~ :;~t.cc thnt 
th••rr: -..·or(: n-:> in~i'!~ t!o:1:; :.h,.t t;;c ""lho t.'l·-r , .., ~, :; ·.:ere n:>~~ ~;~~--~ .c:~:.:c. 

l.J. Future In•tcstlr,atlon:i 
• 

A tri:» to Lu:.;boc~:, ~c:<&:;, \.1'!.11 be ~!3-:c d l.rin,- ;CL.."la·..r;;. ;~raH, · •:;l~"·ht.~ 
ar·~ bcin. ... ::-.a:! ·.: to hav~ a rr?j C;ct lir'..W1o c:>=tr.ultn."lt an..! a -::;.· .. ici~~ accm;•c. •. n;r 
Projcc~ '-.ir~:.lrc ncr.::;onncl. If th~ . ..,h~~;rn~hs ar•:! ~uth·Jr.t!.::, t!".~;r arc ii~~lOrta.r,t 
in that: 

l. •• w= 1 e 

~. ~be lirht source, altf.:>t.ch it a);>care,1 to bE: c: lo'.o !.."lt<m:;it.:r to 
th'.} eye, \l:l~ hir.hl.t nc tinlc. 

• 

). Th-? novc:.!cnt of the in2i7i"!t.t;.,l lirht:: !.n ~ .!! i.Yr:!;_ ti~n eM be 
st'..!lled further. • 

N • 
• 
• 

• 
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llJBBOCK, TEXAS 
25 August 1951 

I 

• 

• 

On the evenings of 25 August 1951, 31 August 1951 , and l Sept ember 1951 , f lights 

• 

of unidentified objects were observed over Lubbock, Texas; in some instances there 
vere s everal flights per evening. The des cr ipt ion of the objects var ied t o some 
extent, but it is generally agreed that i t vas a "V" or "U" shaped set of l i ght
l i ke objects. Mr , an amateur photographer, turned over photographs to 
the Ai r Force which he claims a r e of two of thefligbts . Disagreement among t he 
witnesses is on the number of lights in the arranpent and whether it was "V" or 
"U'' shaped. The flight path vas from NE1:D SW or N-S. The object appea r ed brighter 
than stars and bad a ye l low or b l ue tint. In most cases no nois e ~as r eported, 
but a few witnesses stated they heard a "whoosh." 

Many witnesses reported the incident, but the most t echnically compet ent observers 
probably Profes Head of Dr 

Professor of and Dr Professor of 
all of Texas Tech. addition t o being the most compet ent , the s e wi t -

I 

I 
I 

I 

nesses were among the first to see the object and viewed it on subsequent occasions 1 
under controlled circumstances. For their initial sighting the professor s were 
gathered together discussing astronomy on the evening of 25 August 1951. At 2110 
they happened to observe the first flight of the object, which they described as 
a rough semi-circle of lights. A s econd object passed over three mi nutes later. 
The witnesses estimated the angul ar velocity to be 30° per second. During subse-
quent observations the professors confir111ed their estimate of the velocity by usi ng 
protra ctors and stop watches. Attempts were also made t o get an esti mate of the 
eleva t ion by viewing the object from sever a l locations at the same t i me and using 
trigonometric methods, and also by using clouds of known height. These attempts 
we re not considered successful . 

In 1959 Dr J Allen Hynek contacted one of the professors at Texas Tech r egarding 
this case. This professor informed Dr Hynek that he had conducted an e xtensive 
study of the Lubbock sighting and determined that they were definitely birds. 

The Air Force conclusion is that birds, with street lights reflecting from them, 
vere the probable cause of this sighting. The angular vel ocity of 30° per second 
s eems r ather high for birds during migratory flights (approximately 6o MPH at 168 
f eet altitude}. It is probable that the angular velocity vas less. In a ll instances 
the vitnesses were located in an area where their eyes were probably dark adapted, 
therefore making the objects appear brighter. 

Mr when taking his pictures, had to do so by "panning" his camera {swinging 
wi th t he object's motion}. Panning is quite difficu l t and the r e l&ti vely high 
degree of success of this photographer is fu r ther indication t hat t he angular velocity 
of the ob j ect was not as hi gh as estimated . 

The k i nd of birds respons i ble f or this s ight i ng i s not known, but i t is hi~~ly 
probable that t hey wer e ducks or pl overs. Since plovers do not usually f ly i n f or 
nations of mor e t han six or s even, ducks become t he more pr obable . The fact tha t 
this w~o late summer, and that t he obj ects consist ently flev to the s outh t ends t o 
subs tant iate the concl us ion that the objects of t his sighting wer e migr a tory birds . 
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WBBOCK, TEXAS 
25 August 1951 
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SUBJECT DATE 

Status Report 

Miscellaneous Correspondence 

r~tador Texas Sighting 

Spot Intelligence Report 

Initial Investigation 

Ruppelt Trip Report 

Statement of College Professors 

Reinterrogation of Carl Hart 

Photo Analysis Report 

Photographs 

• 

31 Aug 51 

7 Sep 51 

8 Oct 51 

6-9 Nov 51 

21 Nov 51 

5 Dec 51 

3 Dec 51 
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Lubbock, Texae 

'Ita bulk ~ tba roUowlnl int:oratlon la taken i'l'om photostatic: cop1ee ot article 

1 

• 

Jouru•l 1 dates 26 August 1951, 28 Auguat 19511 

19511 2 Sept.aber 1951 and 5 September 1951. The content. ot theae 

been inwatlgated end ve:r1t1ed by tbe o.s.I. o.nd Reece .AYB ofi1ciala. 

or 25 Auguat 1951, 31 Auguat 1951 M4 1 Beptentx-r 1951~ tllgbte or 

o'b.1ef:t obae:rved oyer Lubbock 1 I in· ina 

• The cleae&-iptioo ot the obJecta Y81'1ea to ex-

....... ,;, •sreea tbat 1 t is a V ar U sbapect set ot lights. Photos 

or 2 aucb r11pta. The photographer baa been investigated ana appean 

oa tbe c1eacript1on ~ the obJect ial in tbe number ot ligbta, 

50 to 18., ADd vbatber it vaa a V or U shape. The f'ltght path was 

D to IV or II to S. The;y were brigbtel' than stare and yelloviah or blue. In !110St 

ca••• tlm-e wa aa a'baeDce or noise, a fev people beard a alight \'whoosh•. 

The ~nct.deat he1 aronaed tbe populace ot Jnbbock ancJ tvo tbeoriea bave an.aen • 
. 

.. . ... it 1a an alrcntt; the other 1B that it 1a light ~lectiDs ott 

p&'t4eu0Jia vese gatbend together d1acusa1ng astronomy em the 

~ 25 A1apat 1951. 'l'beJ' ba:pJeDe<l to be looking at a certain conate tion 

...., :ht at 2110. 'l'he7 daacr1be4 it aa a rousb ••i-circle 

ot liglrta. A aecoad object paaaed Oftr 3 minutes later. 'l'b.e men obeer9ed tllat there 

vaa no shock vawe ~elt ancl they aurmtaea tllet the object or objecta mn•t be above 

50,000 1 • (C : NO shock or cccupreaaioa vave is felt due to hit;h horizontal 

t'l1ghta except at very lov altitudea.) They could not Judge tbe exact altitude or 

IJl)eed but agreed the~ apeed vuy high. 
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,~ta. All poea1b111t1ea ot 

a1a-bc:Jc>w obJecta vue exam1md Vitia r»s&Uft niNl.ta. 
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LUBOOCK, T.I:;<AS L INC IDENT 

The bulk of the following information i s t aken from photostatic co~ies 

of article from the Lubbock, Texas, Avalanche Journal, dates 26 Aur,us t 1951, 

~8 AuRUSt 1951, 1 September 1951, 2 September 1951, and 5 Seotember J951 . The 

co~tents of the~e articles have been investigated and verified by t he O.S.I. 

an~ Reece AFB officials. 

On the evening of 25 August 1951, 31 August 1951, and 1 September 1951, 

flights of an unidentified object were observed over Lubbock, Texas, in some 

instances there were several flights per evening. The descri?tion of the objects 

varies to some extent but it i s generally agreed that it is a V or U-~haped 

set of lights. Photos were obtained of two such flights. (See inclosure #1.) 

The photographer, has been investigated and appears reliable. 

Disagreement on the description of the obj ect is in t he number of l i ghts, which 

varies from 50 to 18, and whether it was a V or U- sho.oe. 'l'he flight path was 

?; t, to SW or N to s. They were brighter than stD.rs and yellowish or blue. In 

most cases there vs.s an absence of noise, a few people heard a slight "whoosh''• 

The incident has aroused the populace of Lubbock and two t heories have 

arisen. One is that it is an aircraft; the other is that it i s light reflecting 

off some type of migratory fowl. 

A large number of people have vi tnessed the incident. The ones who have 

been named in renorts are listed in inclosure #2, but many other unnamed people 

obser1ed the incident on various nights. Probably the oost technically com-

?etant observers were: , 

a . , Professor and Head of ?etrole~~ Engineering 
Ceoartment at Texas Tech. 
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b. l>r. Professor of Chemical ~ ngineering ut Texas Tech. 

c. Ur. Professor of Geology at Texas Tech. 

The above named ~bservers have witnessed flights on several night s. They 

do not belieye the bird theory, and stated that they have witnessed enough 
• 

of the phenomena, or whatever it is, to make this decision. I t is apparent 

from the jnformation received by ATIC that this group attempted to aporoach 

the situation in a scientific manner. 

The three college profes~ ors were gather ed together discussing astronomy 

on the evening of 25 August 19:1. 'l'hey happened to be looking at a certain 

constellation when they observed the firs t flight a t 2110. They described 
• 

it n.s a rough semi-circle of light s • A Lecond object passed over 3 minutes 

1 later. The men observed that there was no shock wave felt and they surcised 

) that the object or objects must be above 50,000 1 • (Comment: No shock or 

comoression wave is felt due to high horizontal flights except at very low 

altitudes.) They could not judge the exact al t itude or speed but agreed the 

• speed was very high • 

The 5 September 1951 :.igbting was observed by a group of people wi tb 

scientific backgrounds from t he Texas Tech f aculty. The group was unnamed but . 

included six men with ?hD degrees. They observed three flights and supposedly 

made measurements. Their counter to the migratory fowl theory is that: 

a. There would not be enough light from reflections to obtain photographs 

I 

I 

of a bird in flight at night. . (Comment: :.iubstantiated by the ~hoto Section of UADC.) 

b. The speed is too great, a 1200 arc in 3 seconds (See inclosure #3). 
I 

c. The obj ect vas sighted by Ui g ~pring Texas Airport Officials from 
I . 

the a irport , which was not lighted, so there could be no light to reflect. I 
' 

d. In r egard to the 1200 arc, one flight vas observed over a cloud tha t 
I , 

• 
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was at 2000•. The orofessors calculated that if the object were at 2000 1 , -
the S:Je ed would be greater than 600/mph. (Comment: About 1000 mob) 

Incidents tha t are possibly related to the Lubbock sightinrs ~ere 

observed on 25 August 1951 and 31 August 1951. 

,-:;;;;;::z.=r::::cs;:.!. 5 August at 21 58 MST, Hr. and Hrs. of Albuquerque, 

\ 

llew Hexico, sighted a ''flying wing,. type aircraft about l 1/2 times the size 

of a B-36 over Albuquerque. The wings v ere s wept back approxjJJ&tely 15 degrees 

and they noticed "soft glowing lights" on the trailing edge of the wing. There 

was no oound. It ap;>eared to be going gen3r ally N to s. Nr. s con-

sidered b,y O.S.I. to be completely reliable. 1nc possibil ity of aircraft 

in nrea vas checked aoo is negative. 
,e:;,71 

• 

~-:::::::-:: _.- J::::--- 3 I, ~~~ 
.. ~ ----...... , At 1245 CST, Hrs. her daughter, Mrs. were 

.. driving their automobile a fey miles north of 1-Iatader, Texas. Hrs. 
~ • 

• • 
' observed an object drifting slowly in an easterly and then Nrs • • 

\ 

dir ... c tion. (Comment: 'Wind was l~Nt: at J knots making the obj ect r;o into 
• 

~ ·I 
• 
·' • • 

,, the wing.) 'fbe obj ect was about 1 50 1 altitude and 200 1 in fron t or the 
" '" \~ I h · , autooobile. t \laS pear-s aped and judged to be 1 50 1 high, 40 1 wide and 

• 
• 

'- 18 1 long . '1'he ladies stopped the car an:i go t out. The object was pear-
·- ... • 

' 

shaped, aluminum or silver in color, with a windoY or part. It ascended 

r aoidly, small end up, with a circular motion. 
• !here \las no smoke or sound. 

Hrs. Tilson has been checiced by o.s.I. and appears to be reliable. 

~n 26 August 1951 another incident occurred Yhich although not being 

in the Texas - New Hexico area may have a bearing on the incident. At 0~36 

PST (0636 CST) a ground radar type AU/ C?S-1 and an Aii/CPS-4 picked up a fa.st 

mo•rln~ target. The target ws observed t\lice for a f ew seconds . 1be object 
• 
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was plotted at 13,000 1 making a ground speed of 948 mph. The s i gnals, however, 

were weak and their true identity was doubtful. The oper ator, an AF Captain, 

has had a great deal of experience and is completely reliable. The F-86's 
• were scrambled by radar last contact before t be figbt ors were air borne. They 

nade a visual search with no success. The weather did not f avor anomaloua 

propagation • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Lubbock, Texas - 2m CST - ~ August 1951 
Thin scattered clouds at 281 000 1 visibility 
15 miles plus, vind SSE at 5 knots. 

Reese AFB - 1230 CST - 31 August 1951 
Broken clouds at 6000 1 • Thin broken 
clouds at 25,000 1 • Visibility 1 5 miles 
~E J lmota. 

Childress, Texas - 12~ CST - Jl August 1951 
Overcast at 251000 1 • Visibility 15 miles • 
Wind NNE 7 knots. 

Lubbock, Texas - 2JJO CST - 1 September 1951 
Clear. 
'lisioility 15 miles plus. 
Wind SE at 4 knots. 

• 

• 

- -- -- - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - --- - - - - - - -
Sunset during period 25 August to 5 September about 
1825 CS~duration of t~light is aUaut 25 mi nutes • 

• • 
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1. Report states "objects were seen in Amarillo, Big Spring, Lamesa, 
Brown Field and other Panhandle - South Plains ci ties. 1

" 

Check these to see if description, course, and speed are about 
the same. tlewspaoers are probably a good source. Try to plot 
a track; Check Big Spring Airport people. 

2. Reoort states that six PhDs observed the flights. \.Jhat was their 
opinion and did they make any measurements~ 

). Article stated that the object transversed a 120° arc in two seconds. 
Confirm this. How vas arc measured? What chance of error? 

4. Was ground around spot where Mrs. 
examined? 

5. Get vaatber for all nights? 

• 

6. Were ducks seen in d&.Ttime? 

7. Did Mz-a. and Mrs. 
their sighting? 

• 

and l-lrs. saw object 

• 

about Lubbock incident before 

8. U, whirl vinds go vi th the wind, into it, or any special direction in 
relation to wind? "Was drifting slowly cast •? "Bee an rapid ascent to 

cast"? (\lind was NE 3-5 knots.) 

9. What is possibility of hoax started by college professors? Assume they 
wanted to start a Mass Hysteric experiment. Since they are supposedly 
qualified, statements would go over big. Maybe they planted the 
photos vi th 

10. At to get angle at which shot the picture. How about clouds, 
above or below? 

• 

• 

• • 
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. 00\VNGRADED AT 3 YEAR TNTERV !\IS 
UNCLASSIFIED JJECL~SIFlED AFTEH 12 YEAHS ~- . 

A 
_.. . - DOD DIR 5200.10 . 

.,~nr;:uc l 

Th0 fir ·· t of a serie~ of ~ ir-nt i.n ""!: rt ·1.•t7,C t •1 u· i~ : ' I# ; l"h· r t, "'CC"#rred 
thl} ev en i lll! of ?5 .•u gast 19~1 ~t n-- ~r,..,;-: 1..-:L'ltcly _110 G'i': . .~~"''lr ~ r-x o.:J :cch
nicnl Collega i)rofes::.ors ':er•; s i tt.inr in tht. b:lc k-ytrr 1 :>j' on~ of t:10 --.rofe::;~or' s 
homos observinv ~teori tos i n conjunc · ion \ti th n st\. ... ~y o: r-J.cro-;etcori tos bc.:ing 
c :"rriec ou t b:· the coll,..p,e . At .!110 they observe #' c. rrou!"' of lir,hts na:;~ over
ho~·d fro7'1 t; to ~: . The li~h t::: h·.J about thC' sR.~e in :.r.r.~i t~,. cs R J;r1f7ht ::; tar 
but \:ere lo.:-ger i:-1 arna . The altit u .:e \/n!'l no t. d··~r.:im d b ... t they traveled -tn . a hi::h rate of G'1e•·ci . The ""att ·rn o f ·.,}.~ li~·htr wJ_ al::1o~ t u ""crf<.ct scn:i-
c ircle con ta.inin;r fro::t :..>C t o ~ indi vi l w.l llf h ts . L:.. t r r :in : r.e cvenin1 n 
s1n1lar incidan t we~ observcC. an 1 durinr a ?Prio. o: abm. t t:_ ~r.. \ :C'c:.~:i a. 
totttl of n"':>ro}:i.n:ttPly t \:elvc (l 'Z) St;Ch !'lir-Lts •..;er t. ob~erve 1 t:: tl-·.c~( !1en. 

: be rrou :-, or men incl ud cd ' 

a . T'ne Head of the 
b. Profes ~or of 
c . ? rofessor of 
• Pro:essor of a . 

a . Professor or 
b . Gra~~ate ~ tu~ 

has ~h L • • • 
hns 

ho.s f'h . ~ . 

~,.;-,rkin7 on Ph . ... . 

. + • t..e'1ar ., . .en., 

has Ph.L • 

In cJJ it.ion, a Profcss·Jr o f .\s ~r·.)n~ ·'./ ·~r ~...: c :>n:..ulLc i o:-: t 1c i!1ci::t;:1 ~ , but he 
did n.Jt ob~ervc e.n:,· of t !:cse fli r-l:t:J . 

:be above nentioned nen to.:> k a ocr .... )nr,l in -er e :-t i.!l the -,}-.(:r.o:l~na und 
• 

c-#lcrtook a. stu::i;,· of the o bjects. Atte:l"'l ts wern !:~~e to obtcin !l."l ultitude 
:- ~~c1..rec.cn t by layir.p o~ t e. r.:~nst:rcd b:1se line ?C.riC."l:~ 'i. c:.da :o ~h t.::1lo.l 
: l i ri' t oath ,) : t!w object un.l plscinr. anrle It~a~"...rinr ~!t.:vice:; :; t :.he e nc! of 
tr.,! b: .~e l ine: , ;,'J ~tr-vo:- , ull t heir nt:c::1~~~ fui.lcc b(.Cht! .J '' t he o":--.j oc t :: ciid 
not a;"'cnr on tl:c nibhts -:he ob:;crvcr:: · . .;ore · .. ta.i tinr '!: >!" :.r.e·-: . 
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UNCLASSIFlEDDO\VNGR ·\ Di~O AT 3 Y f·~.\n INTERVALS · 
DECLA~Slft'IED AFTE R 12 YEARS. ' 

DOD D.LR olUO.lO 
f . ':.'hr.: c ~l:>r o!' ~!:e 1 i~h~~ \!~::: blue- · :!:i t c . 

f · 11tc~e ·.wre fron .:0 't:) )" : e;:-.rr t l'! l i rh t.:::: i n £> '; ch f~r.1a tion . 

.... 
• • 

_.,, . -C' · ·"n~ •"li ~- ' 1 " ... • , .. ... 1 ..... ~ . "' - - · • • "" •· 

~ -· 

j. 

.-.:.·cr-.;(' 1 ·. :c r 1 • u . · 

• C ... ,.. .... 
I • ~ • • 

• • .. .... ,. ., "' r• ..... . ..... _ , ,. . ..... 

. .... i .. c, ..._-,.,..- ..1. r t' 

~. "\ , ... ' . . " ) CC "\' ,..,.,..r . . ... .. .... ~·; .. • 

At:.(•;-;:> t.s ·.:ere !"'..a·!e +.11 ry~t:dn i..r c r 1· t.!..•Te lot ·~· -l--7 -;.:· 

~) cJ..o-..:1 3 . }(o·,:c,e:-, the:::c attc.-:"':: \-.'('lrC ol ~'l') U!'&. t:CCP.~ .. f~ 

t !"".~ -,n; ~cts ;'~~~cc ~et·."!":cn '.'i :ic!:." ~c,~:,t.t .re clo'-' -~ . 

..... . . -- ~-

''""' ...... •· '"'" ,..., "(•• .. ""r·n • •- 0 ....,t.. & I ._. '• • i y~ ~ \,.,jo ~ !'!'::lrts ~=- c~ ~t.:!":":inc \-lhf" thC' r or n:) ~ tr."rc 
: r ··!n:- to ::e t-J ~t:•rs b~t W :."l th .., ll;·h · ~ '..'C' r C 11!• r • • 

.. 
• 

...... . 
J. ~ ) f 

·;:1e 't-l th· s r.ort tine: t!.c '1bj ... c t \ !'J :3 in vlm.t • 

~is ;->h '- :t""~cna :.:ns o~scr-... c ·.1 !:~.' n.t l ~t_.:::-t, '1 :1• ' J • .. n r oc! -~-:>-;l r· it• "•a ! aro1..nd 
1·\: )'.::>o :: ~: , Tvxas . ;.)•y1.: o f tltv::c f"CO''l c '. :cr t! 0f -:v· o-;in.:.0n t.!.·.t t.Lc o1)jcc tc 
·r~~!' •:. 'o!.ri a • 

0:\ the oveninr of Jl .,\u ·ns7.. 1951, '! t nt.-.out 2JJO c:./ ... , n c olle;eo rrc~!1nen 
!'rj• :ex as 'I'cc!1 ·:>:-:::,.n-~Tcd :hr co fli ··~. t :: ·J~ tb~ o~jec~ :~~·.; ~1lrTf!n:,- ob"uin'2ii 
fi; e ~hovorruph: . j fe or~tain,.;c t·~.:o ..,hoto·· of on(. :~ i . -' ~ <"-"ld t:.1·Hc of anolh~Jr. 
:::esc ..,hotos sho'.l sin;lc r -::> ·..:::; of lirht L"l V-fo !'":';a t.,i::-!1 0 i1 t \.'·) ...,hoto5 '.1nU. n 
:.!o~'ule r o,..: O!l t.he other!l. Hi;:; cc;.:;c r i;:tion o f t 'u:· O~.Jj .:c t ... if r" lc: ~)1(. ~a:!·~ :.:J 
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::J g.:-o/e~ a per f ee t V -for~:.atio:1 . 
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DNCL:ASSJFIED ~ t, ,.,. n.,.,"". z. 
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAL~; 

An-,endi.x I DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
DOD DIR 5200.1 0 

LUBB0CK, TEXAS - 25 Aur;ust. 1951 

I. GI!JCUSSION Of Tiii. INCii..E!·rr 

The first of a serie s of sigr.ti~...,s r e l ateu to t h i s i nciL:ent occurred t he 
cveninF, of ::?5 Auf:ust 1951 at ap':">r :>;ci."':lo.tely .:110 C.:i'i . Four 'lex~ s rJ. c c lmiceJ. Cvlloge 
profesoors were sitting in the backyard of one 0 4 

... t l c pr ()f C:i !:;or ' r hor.tcs obf;erviJlr 
meteori tos in conjunction l..'i th a stud:; of I'd c r o:..otcor i te~ being carrj c(~ out by 
the collere. At ~1 'X) they obs orv!.!d a r rou? of l i vhtc pa !>n overhe~d from ~ l to S. 
The li(!h ts had about the cone intensity a n hirh c :.rus cloud _:j on a :l.; ... :U i ch t nj ;- ~.t . 
7hc o.ltitude was not ue t crnined bu t they t r avPl ed a t a hi r h r c.--...c of :; .-,eed . 'Ihe 
patte:-n o~ t he lir·h t s was n) ooct a per f e c t se:-ti- c ircle cont:Unin;, f r )n :-'0 to 30 
individt.Ln.l li; hts . Later in t he cvr.n.in.r a s i.ni )u r inciden t '..ta s observ t 1 nn ..., 
curinP' a period of o.bout three wreer.. s a t .:> tlil o!.' nn· r m:in<.t tclj' t',!E:lvc (12) f,uch 
fli. r bts were observN! by the sE: uen. 

:nc rrou~ of L~n included : 

a. '"i'hc Head of the Lona.rt.:.r::n t l 

t. Profcr;s .:>r 0~ 
c. Professor of 
c. Pro:cs ~.or o f has Phu. 

ne si Jo!.: the above four nen, t~:c follo·.- i ne have ob served t he i nc ..:.. r: cn t s : 

• n. 
b. 

Pro fessor of 
GraJ uttte n tudent w:>r .dnr 

has Ph.u • 
on l,hL . 

In a~:iition, a Professor o!' ;\ :; tr ..,not ~y was consult ed on t :.e i nc:5...:en t , cu t he C.i d 
n -_,t o~scrvc any of thes e flights. 

The abo·.ro nentioned r..en took a pcr:Jonal i.nter•: s t in t ne :J!wno::lena enl.! under
too~ o. study of the objects. Atte: mts wer u m."'.ce to obt.v.in Hn altitude mcasure
nent by layi:lp; out a oeasured base line pcr pendiccl.ar t o :.he ~!.uW. flight '1e.th 
o f the object. and placing angl~ oea::l..ri nr; d c·v i ces a t t he en ·i of t he b uoe line, 
ho ..., :- v~r, nll t heir ettecnts f a iled bcct.t:.~e th ·~ obj cctn J i d n 0t. n '1;-,eor on tl e 
nip.h t!J t he ob servers \te r c \-ru i t ing for tl:e i:'. . 

Fron tr.c s e r i c a of ob::;erva tions , t ho f ollo•..rine: f act!J \Jf; r 0 o ' t a i ned : 

a. The an;:W.ar veloci. t y o f t he ob~ cct \ tcS v cr .; ne c.rl~- 30° of arc per s(·c on2 . 

b. There •,;a s no sounJ th~t could be a ttribu ted t o t he obj t:.'ct . 

c. The fli~~t oa th o f t he o~j cct 
f l i rt to nl thot4f~h sooe \..'e r o WJ 

\Jhs f r on 
+ - c.· I V J -..:> , • 

f.: to ~ j n t he r:'..aj or i ty or the 

d . On ~evero.l nip'ht3 t :w r e wer e tr.ro or thr ee f l ir,htc. 
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e. '!he color of the lirhts \ms blue-r,re~n. 

f. There \lere fron 15 to 30 separate lichts in each for.JL t ion. 

£7 · ';he first tw flights observed \..'ere a seri-circlc of lir"~ts Lut in 
subsequent flights there was no orderly arranr.~~~nt. 

r.. The object a.lvays appeare\1 at an o.nr:lc of uuout 1.'/' fron hor i?.ontn.l in 
the north ~ disappeared at aboct 450 i~ the south , The obj ect did 
not pracualll co!:le into view as would an aircr aft a~)or.Jachinr. fr~m o. 
distance, neither did it bro.duell~ di sa~~ear . 

i. There vas no ao~arent cho.nr.c in size as t~c o ~j Lct p~~scd overhead . 

j. 'i'he "'anM,.llo.r span ' was e:;ti.nated t o bn 10° . 
• 

Attcnnts were nade to 
to clouds . However, t~ese 
t he o !Jj ~"'ct.s pasced ~ ~etveen 

obtain t he r clutiVP hei; ht Of the o1Jj ect lO r e :>'")()Ct 
attcn ;)t:i vc r < ulno unsuccess i\.J. llue to t l.e fact t hat 

• 

widel y zc~ttcrcd clour.s . 

• 

Att.e:npts uerc I!l.S.de to deterr.1lno whe t her or no t ther e \las any f or n botwe~n 
the li;-L 't.S by t.I-.{inr to see s c.nr~: b e t\.leen the lirht~ . '1'hcze als" '" t!l un::n:.cces:
ft..l :uo to t !-1\:. short tirle t he ob~cct v: ~ s in viev • 

7hi::; ohenonena vn~ observed by a t le~1 ~ t one hunC..reJ poo;,l (; i n Hnr: ar~und 
Lubbock , Texas . So~!e or tlle se peo )lc \Jer u of t he o~inion t h\i.._, tlw o i,; jccts 
vte r o 1 .ir~s ret'loc tir.r lirh ts : ·r on t!\e city. 

On t he cve~inc of Jl Aurus t. 19~1 o.t nbou t ~330 c~,T , o. collc::c fresh:mn !'ro::1 
7exas Tech obser1e d o. fli r:ht of t!'lo unidentified ot jcc t~ :JD.G~ over his hor:lC . The 
!"lipht -..to.s observed thr"ugh o.n open \.Jind?w• Uoon obsc rlinf t.!!o fir ~, t f lir.h t of 
the obj t'C~, the ooservcr obt~ined his ca.r.1ora o.nJ vent into the ba.c : ~yarV. of hi3 
hon~ in M at ~:7!pt to E;e t photot•ra;->hs of addi tiono.l. flie hts of the object. 
{Cocr.e nt: '!his vould be loz.ical as by Jl hurruz t 1951 t.hcse flif;hts of tha ob
jects, and t:to fact that several nir,htc r.tiGht occur in a.:l o·1enin~ , wus ve il 
~"'l..wn .) Two nore niehts of t he object alleredly did occur o.nd \.tern photo: rnphed . 
':'\Jo ' )hotos of ono f liqht and three of ano ther \rere obtained . A! I C has four of . ... 
t h -=· nera t ives but t he other one was lost or cls:)lacod by t he ..,hoto;-ranh~r. 'i'he 
nhoto' T &;->hs sho'" a V-sha~ed f on:.ation of lir-ht~. In one ph')to a ~i:1rlc-V of 
11;:-h t.; D. I") l ear, while on t hree nhotos ther e is u double-V. 'i''1u ::;e•lurnto lie;h t::; , 
whi.c!1 e. rnear to be ninpoint li~ht sources , v :..rJ· in intcnsi ty. 

{SeC' ~·r?enjix II for pos~ibl:; rclotcd inci i ent::; . ) 

II. S'" /.'i"J;:) ')? TiL.:. nrr.c..STIGA'IION 

A. Trio to Lubbock , ~'exas 

UO\VNGRADED AT 8 YEAR TNTERV ALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTF. R 12 YEARS. 

DOD DlR 5200.10 

A tri:> t1as nade to Lubboc t: 'ie:.ms , on 6-9 r:o·le:-:ll;e: r 19~ 1 t.J o~t~d n nor o 
details on tue incldent. ~~y peo·1i c \11iO hnd ~eon the object or wh1 He r e i nvol ved 
in t~lC i ncident ucre in terro cra.tet: . A co~L·< ·renco \.J :t~: hr; l j '..Ji t :-t t Lo collef'e pro
fo:;::;or::; anJ they nr o!1ared o. ~igno.l ctatcr:.;Qnt de::lcriuinr, the a· .j <.cts Lhey t hoy 
obJ"·rv~ . 
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The ohotoe raoaer was interro&nto _, in co~j,mction ~ith OSI , in rer nrd 
to the u~otor.ra!)hs of the objec~. Hi~ account o f tne incice!lt f> OE:llCd lop;icnl, 
o.nd t ht r c vcre no o:Wious indicBtio~~ of a ho:lx. ':r.t3 ... Jlntorr upher hnd ur C'viously 
bsen interror,ated by the Lubbock newspaper and the ~hotos ins")ectcd by Associated 
Pros:.: end l.J.fe i·iarazine re~resentativos . I t W3 !l the i r oninion t l,c.t the ~hotos 
t~erc not obvi~usly o. hoax . The col leGe profc :.;s 0r s vera nou.btf\J. o.::; \.") \.'huthc:r 
or ~:>t the photorrraohD were of t ne :.;n.-,e ob j cctc t hat the;r had ots crvucl 'Lecau~c ~ 

1. Th9y h n.d never obserred a V-sho.!)E) J for.ntion of lir,hts . '!'his is 
not tt.>o sitmificant, ho·.10v~r, as the nrrnn£Tonent of the lirhtn t ht:t they obnervcd 
vm-icd and since there uere ::;everal fl i ;';ht:J the col] cee r r()f es..:orc ')Os~d bly did 
n~t f:ee th~ fli rrhts t hat vere phot0r,ra')hed . In a.:i..!ition , the n!"totl:>rr3pher ste.tes 
th!lt the .ob j ect ll7)1Cared to be U-sha1ed b"t; t uhen he deve) o!)Cd the ~Cf""utiva:;, the 
objC'ct v:1s V-shaped . · 

:. • The ob jects that t~c ~rofe::corz ob.:;crvE1d \.lore· , in t heir oni nion , 
not ~rirht enot.::-h to be photo;-r n :->he·, · T:.i ·· is , houevcr , ~ill onti.natc wll.l could 
be in error. 

arc c. 
:'ro1 
w~ro 

C"o- -.. tJ • • • I 

dt..C ~': 

It was found that one ~chool of thou;-ht of the :x~o~lo in t he Lub~ock • • 

'·-'~Z ~r.ut the obj ects wer e some t :rpe of r urrl~tor-; Lir ~ n r c flcctin;· li,.ht 
t he cit:r. Sovcrnl poor>lc r c ·,or tcu th~ t thc;r ~cfinitcly l::10 U t i.c o:. j octs 
lirJ ~ beco.u3e t~cy co::l~ s ec , :in~·s 'flo.~ ;>in; · • I t is very possibl e thot 
o f t he ;->CO!)l c u!1o \:er e l ookinr. for t.l~c object did se;c O::t~c .tc a~ thur o were 
flirhts pa~~: inc over durinr the perio .. ~ . 

Tho coll~r.e profes nor s uo not t,c] il!ve; t he t~corJ t.hut t.!'w o :Jj ccts uerc 
bir-: c , but they nro r ivinr t !1e pos nibili i.y :iore tho:-··1-: t . If t.:~.':y \.TCrc bi.r J s, 
t : tC:f \.f:>UJ.'"i ha•re to be r els.tivcly loti to f ivc tho i llu::;ion of ni ;-h ~ ')SCI. • J\n 
o-:c ·l.zional flirht o f bir ds r:ir h t pas~ lo·..t over D. city on e. c l ear nic·!· t hut it is 
hi.-::1~ .. doubt!\U. if they would contin,lc to ~o tJ:is for ~cveral ni: .. l:7.~ . ~ :i, :-ntory 
c ir .~ c u::;t.ally t ry to kcco away i'r1r.l c ·L. tics . 

7he Federal \. ilo Life Gn.-:l~ · arIon ·..~~,s vizi tc u."'"l,: nl t !-,ourh he vas not 
fa.-..ili " r \Oith the incident he doubted if the oiJj L:ctn W.:}r e tlrJ s . llo s tated 
t.l::n. t hey cot:.ld have been, ho:~evsr. 'the no~t li::cly ::m~N~ct , i f it 1 ~ a birc , 
is a ucuber of the Plover fa:t11y which h::1s n puro \Ill ite brc:nst , bt! t unless there 
\:as a cud-1en influ."<: of the bird~ in to the Lub'tJack area, the ra: -:e worden doubtod 
if th~re w::>uld be enour.h of these bird s to : lake u 1 as ;:.o.ny flirl·4t~ us were 
ob~crv~d . 

If the photos o.rc au thenti c, the obj,_cts very '1r obnLl.:r arc no t tl t~cks 
b r·c t.u ne an e:<..,erionced photo;:rra,>hor froc the Lubboc ~·: JNr'. lo.nc:1e HC\:s nu '1c r at te:.1"'te:d 
t,-:> - ct nho tos of due~ ::; u s i ng b-:>th natt.ral li("'ht anc! flash , bu t failed . 

D. h."'"lal:,· ~i s of ,lho tos b~, ·.:right Air uevolorncnt Center 

'l'he Photorra..,hic rreconnai~3ance Lnb:> r : tory of ·. 'Ju.,C r1a.de a nrelininary 
anal:.· sis o!' t ho photor~a~h~. 'l'he Mcl.yoi~ wn~ !:!.adc b:; in~:-'~ c t :!.n- t !-.c nopn t ives 
.in a co:-l<Jarntor Iilicro:;co ';")e . 'i'h9ir concl. .sions ·..te r e : 
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• 

• 

• 
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UNCCASSlFlED 
1. 

(i. e ., 
The 
the 

ir:l.age s on the neeative s were c aused by lir:ht 
negatives vere not r etouched) . 

str D:in£7 unext)osed 
• 

.! • The individual lir,h t s i n tho ''for :n3tion '' v nried in intens ity. 

J. The intensity wnp gr ca tcr than any scrroundinf. star~ as the ntars 
did not rep:is ::.er. ( 'Lhe photos \rer e taken tmJcr CAVU con .J i t i ons.) 

4. The individual lip.hts changed position in t he ''f orna tlon ·· • 

C. Reinterro; ation of the Pbotoe r apher 

The OS! wo.s reques ted 1:IJ rcinterr:>p-ate the n~otor,rapher in a.'lothor 
atte::1..., t to determine t he authcntici t y of tho ryhotoc-r~'Jhs . 'ihe J ote.ils of t his 
r e intcrrogation have not been r eceived but a nrol~linar: r~:~rt s~~ tcc that 
tbor c were no in:.l i cations that the ohoto' -ra 1hs \:er e not uut.hent i c. 

D. Future Invest igations 

A trin to Luoboc~, 1exa~, \Ji ll be !1.3/' C uurinr Jnnunr;,· . /\l"!'CU1pCnent s 
are beinr oadc to have a Proj ect Urudre c onsult ant an:.l a phy~ic ist ac c on;1any 
Project Grudpe r.>er~onnel. If the; t)hotor ra:"hs ar~ authent ic , they a.r c inpor t a.nt 
in t hut: 

1. They will rive nn o.cc ~~.rate neasurencnt o!~ t he ~Lll.o.r s ·)an ··• 

~ . The liP'ht source , al t houch i t nope are (.! to be or lo\.1 int e n s i ty to 
t he eye , \13~ hir:hly actinic. 

J . 1nc novc:.1ent of th~ inc l v i du!il l irh t~ in t .. c f~r::1~. t ion co.n be 
stuji ed fur ther. 

4. Den.s i t y co~~arison tes ts can be I'lade. 

• 

• 

UO\\'NG HADED AT 3 YEAR I~'f!~;~ \' .\ LS : 

'lJNC[ASSIFIED 
DECLASSIF lED AFTE r. 12 YI~AH:. 
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LUBBOCZ, TEXAS, AUG 'Z1 --TW STR4NGB 10at!TIONS LIAK •STRINGS 07 BEADS 

0 CRiYJCD! SRAPI• i:IJRi'Li\D THJI)UGH THE SKI OVER LUBOO<X AT A S?EED WHICH CJ\RRIED 

• 
T3:M llllM II>II7DI !0 li)Rl7lll IB THR!3 SECXlNDS, THREE TEXA3 TECH COLLRGE POOFESOORS 

• 
SlJD TODAI. THI WIIRD JO&'U1'l.ONS VERi ~h'l~ BY W. L. WC:<Ea, l~AD 07 THI 

• 

!ICH P !21GDIEZRIJIG- D!P.AR2D'I<El!l!1 VlD SAID •Ir I HAm' T EAD OJNYIFMING 
• 

~ 

VlD!SSES PBISM, I nzf; ~ I WULD HA ~ SAID MOT lUNG .\OCJUT \rdAT I SA.V •• 
• 

WC'SI SAID H3 AID DR. A. G. B.ut!, PW1ESSOR Ol CimaCAL EllGii:lE3RilJG1 

VIJCI Jm.1XIJG A! THZ lDm 07 DR. W. I. IDBIUOON, GIDLOGX PWFESOOR, SATUBDAJ 

UIGill, v:.a T:i! •srRING OP BE:illS• Vffi:PPED ACwSS THE :r:Av:;;s. 

• 

•WE I'ELT NO S ~DCK W.lVZS1 ruca AS AM uHJECT MOVIliG ::1 SJ C:i hiuH sP~~l.S llf 

TK3 LOVER ADIO~lBRE \OULD GIVE JFP 1 • tUCK:;H ~.AI D, • AND TnE .Al:sSE!JCZ OF &JCH 

WAVES \OULD IrmiCA'3 'l'KI f!JRMATION WAS lLYni\.i I !l TliS STRATOSPHS...-q,E, 501@ Yut 

ABJVE TH! E.\Rfll OR HIGHER. • 

TrlE 'r.al~l PROP!SSORS AG~!D THAT PASSAG!: 0? T:IE OBJECTS AC~.OSS TIU ARC OF 
• 

TIB St<I EQJIRED ABOUT T~lJID SEWILOS. \liTH T:IAT 'l'Il~ DASIS, tuC:G:!\ SAID, •VB 

FIGURED lim SPBID MUST ilAVE BY! 1 1800 MILES P2R HOUR IF THE OdJECTS VEM A 

MILE HIGH.• 
• 

• • 

II' T:i!:! WEI~. U SO~~ PD!, WatER SAID, THE ~~D HUsr aAV:: B!t:r:. AOOU! 
• 

J.a ,000 Mll M P!:R lDOR. 
• 

Td! P!m'!SSlRS iAID t3BI COULD NOT DET!!:a!L~E SHAPE OF TP.E OBJ::cts BEC.ADS! 
, 

07 T' rE SPI!D, BUT Tt.f.AT SACH GAV3 OFl A GLO'W 0'1 R?7L!:CTZD LIGriT. \ 

• 

TilE :.R;:-A A'f TI:-13 OF THE SIGBTillG. TEEle APPEARED T'J :a.:. NO AD1;ITIONAL WIT!I:..SSES 
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CO, ATIC 

Otticer 
Cars ..... l 1 Air Force Ba• 
Fort '·:ortb, Tex•a 
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• 

• 

- ·-... - -· • '"- ~ • 

UNCLA55\f l . D 
• 
u .>~RBT 

AUTH 1 CO, ATIC 
BTa Hn 

DATEa _...-...:;~c..:~~ ....__ __ 

TEIC."f!PI 

l21230Z Sap 51 

PRIORITY 

OSI Lt.r 24-0 9-7-Sl. 

X 

Re!eJWlce OSI Letter 21, 0 dat.ed 7 Septaaber 1951 to DSI, Hq U.>AF, conce1niq 

unidentified aircrart. at Lubbock, Tex»a. Request J-2 !o1 ward b.r air mai 1 as 

expeditiou~ as possible tom 112 on subjects 1 Hrs. 

it possible totward b7 air mail original negatives or photograph• 

1 is stated to haYe taken. In r eply Cite ATIAA-2A, Grudge. 

Lt J; .. . cu=mdnga 

ATI.U..2A 
• • • • •• 

• 

DO\VNGRADED AT 3 Y Al~ u ;TE.i.lVALS ; 
DECLASSIFIED AF R 12 YEARS. 

DOP DIR 6200.10 
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1 1 

}·RJRlWi !3. !JTURGIS , Capt, USA!1 

52270 ~0~djutant General. 
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2'-0 '1 Sept•~ 1951 
Un1clentU1ed Objeo~a 1n J"ltght ovez- Lubbock, Texas 

stated that tbeJ' &aft oft a sloW which could have been created :trom 
tbe lSabta t4 the ol'tJ' below. The tor~~&t~ on of obJect s allegod.l7 
c~sGd the slcy' froa horl.zon t o hex-izon 'i n th ~ t:e ; · ~conds . Ct>.l oula.
t1cme -.de b7 ~· pl'Ofeaaora vere to t he effect t hat bad the f o i'JliiL
t1• fd obJtctta been nnns -~ ., altitude f4 one mile from earth, 

·~ spee4 would ~e 1800 ailea an hour, o~ at 50,000 f eet of 
altitude. tbeir .,..S voul4 b&Ye been neere~ 18,000 milea per hour. 
llo aboolr ••• rel't, aoo to Jbt. Who s-tated that 
the ot aboek voulcl 1nd1eate t the ~ormation vaa ~ly1ng 
1D. U.e ata-tupbeN. 50,000 teet. Dr. eat1•ted that 
tlwN vue 50 or the ~NDS• obJecta.. A aeoond fSl"<>up or such obJects 
allepd~ pu over the aq approxilate17 t hree minutes latere One 

or t he Joumal1sm Dopl\J"'blent at Texo.a Teehno-
Collep. also that several n prior t o t~,e obaerva .. 

tiona ~ ~eaaon he bad observed a 
ns•·~ ~ o'b3eota ~·· IAlb'bock, , 8!14-deso.ribecJ tb, m .. !n 
~ ~-d1~. 1!11•-~- prctessora. ran Mondq, 2T.A:U&ust 

---·--t'f' ~-• to aOUl'Cn. tour additional vltneaaes verified 
the nporta or the three proreaaora troa the at Lubbock. 

the tme o1 tbe 

a • 
and Proteasor 

uaoc1ate professor of Oersun at 
• 'l'heae tour Vi tneeaes alleged]7 vertl1ed 

incident aa being I:J.J.O _hours CST. 

On 30 Aupst 1951. cne , 
Wbbook, Texat. snapped photo or what vaa purported to be the · 
un1deat1n.ed obJeott 1D nsl}lt t¥Yt~r wbbock, Texas. These photogrqha 
s~ed the obJeota aa a double row ot dots in a rough 
v-ronatlan. A aeecad photograph -.cle bf Jilt. shoWs the obJeota 

abSftecl 1Jrto a a11181e 11M to,.~10D • ..tnt&ln1ns hovner the 
OI'181Ja1 Y-lbape. tta't be abO't the tvo with 
a '' •· ~ lo otbe• snromat1on aYailable u to exposure. 
tJpe f4 t1111, o. teohnioal data. en 2040 and 22'7 hours 
CST. '1 1951. obJeota veN reportecl]7 over l.ubbock 
on three separate oooaa1oM. JluMraua calla were received br the 
ed1 oft1ee ~the Iabboolr Jlorn1.n8 Aftlancbe, ln vh1ch n.rioua 
penana a11btin8a f4 the ltNnge objects. AU reports. acoord-
1118 to the nev• •· deaor!be the obJeota as t171ns 1n v-ahaped or 
U-at.ped f'omat1• 1n8 d1reo~l.7 oYerhead through the sq Within 
thfte te aevm aeoonda. The number of auoh object• NnPd f'l'OII eight 
oJt n1ne to •2o OP ,o•. 'l'be course of fliSbt of the obJects on 30 and 
31 Ausuat 1951, vu allegedl7 a ral direction trom north to aouth. 
'l'be oltJeott were vanousq deaor1bed aa being the color o~ stars, or 

• 

~ blue or yellow. 
'~"nnncrGRAD.,..,D AT ., Y I"' ·u~ 1 ' r ··• · · ~ · · · _..,~" 1., ~ v 1n ~ u -. t •'•·" ~ . \ ~· , 

'l>ECI.ASSll;oiED P..F'TP.R 12 YEARS. 
lJOD 'Dill 5200.10 

lJNCLASSIFlED 
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7 September 1951 
ObJeota tn 711sht oYer Lubbock, 

• ~xaa, two vc.en, JCra. her cS&uatrter. 
vere alleged to have obserted a '\ringleasa type 

at a low altitude and speed. 'l'his craft 
allecMlJ' PMHd Vltb'n 150 teet ~ • auto.obile, 
roae vu out ot silbt Within a~.., zlinute•. Ml•s. 

vere alleged to h&Ye report.e4 betns near to 
Ule obJect to obaefte one door or porthole 1n tbe .tal 
aide fJ8 tbe alftaft. S1nce the Sn1t1&1 a1&bttns ot the allepd 
olt.teota, ~ 1n nature ba" been received bJ' the 
.,, offl.oea or the lubbock AY&lancbe Jouraal, and a.ccol'dinS to 
Uda neva aouroe, speculation u to the na~re ot the phenOMnOD 

1s oau•bla rnuaeroua other reported a!ghtlngs. 

3. ACriO•: Attached to-. inrormation o~ your Headquarters are 
· oUppmsa concem.lna th1a phenoMnon. and no further action 

1a be1n& t•k• at tb1s tt•e. In acooi-4aNe v1 tb pronalona o~ .BCSI 
x.tter Bo. 85, dated 2J October 1950. cop1ea ot th1a report are beln& 
tort~Uded d1 to Belldquartera Air Ma'ter1el Ca.an4 • 

,. '~~ ,:l_L ._ /-~ 
4 Inola - JAJia C • SCBCIJ' 1 RID ~ , 

1-4 Jfewa ol1ppinp tr Lt Colonel, OS.U , 
k Journal District Ca..ander -

• Roftling Aftlanche, Lubbook 
• 

co: Hq AIIC 

• 

• 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YBAR l .NTEnV.\LS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD Dl.H. 5200.10 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 

D/I E+Df • 

' / / 

- --· ----- ---·-· SOU ACt 

Lt.. CLI FICIID C. 11(1181 u:·rrn nu 
------------------·-- -------... 

-- -- - ---
- In•••• 'flrcJI e. GiN..,..,.. • •J d rr arfnvt ,.,.,.,.. LJit fade.wu II, .. ., lift. 8 e t lilt tfrcr-t • A J' Fw• 111-· Pwe /1.) 

• 

' 
oa 3D ~ber 19Sl at 2000Z (3 P.x. EM) tbree (.3) lrlgh acboo.l : lJO:JW or 
F~ V11-aln1a, ob8enal the top ot a 1'1fV (50) toot silo 

ob.1eat. abodt ejght. (8) to tm (10) "'1~ ~over a 
t11ne (l) "''•• ot arua~ ftlatma. . 
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2 -co. A»£. Wright-PattAnoa AFB, Ob1o (At.tDa MCI.S) ,_, 
1 q - co. '00. l 0 t AFB. calGNdo ~ring-. Colo.- Attn: t~ D:ttell '1ace U-) 
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DEPAR T MENT OF TH E AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

• 

UNCLASSfFIED 
1Hr ,,..~rc folt G£,.rau ,,.,Ar 

f ltiC f OH ICl Of S , CC"l IN'f [Sfl404fiO .. i 

WltiG IIf· 'A IHUO .. Al it f Oit(( U H. 0 4"0 " · O HIO 

1• 'IVL' .. , .. f OI 5D 24-21 ?6 October J951 

-
• 

SUBJECT: ( Unclassified) UNKNOWN SUBJECT 
Unidentified Objects in Flight 
Over Lubock, Texas 

TO: 

SPFXIAI. INQUIRY 

Commanding Officer 
Air Technical Intelligence Center 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN: ATIAA 

.. . . . ~ 

1. Attached hereto for your information are two copies of 
the report of investigation by Special Agent HOWARD N. BOSSSRT, 
23d OS! Di strict, f i le 24-S4, dated g October 1951, subject as 
above. 

2. This investigation is continuing, and subsequent reoorts 
will be furnished your headquarters upon receiot of same in t ;ds 
office. 

3. Attention is invited to paragraph 7, AFR 205-1, dated 
14 March 19~1 which prohibits the disclosure of classified in
formation to unauthorized personnel. 

1 Incl (in dup) 
R/I, DO #23, dtd g Oct 51 

Cooy to: 
Hq OS! 

,.,'" a ~ ... k ~ 
REA('! A. SCURWCK 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
Acting Distri ct. Commander 

• 

When Inclosure Uo . 1 is with1r awn 
or not ached, the classification 
o f on this corros~ondence 

aded t 
in accordance Yli th nar 
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YE A.R I~"TERVALS; 
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TITLE 

- U NITED STATES AIR FOR C E 
T H E INSPECTOR GEN E RAL 

O FfiCE 011" S~CIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF IHVESTIGA TION 

'JJDOWI S~- th1an.11"1 .. CbJeet• 
l .:\ : ·!lih"t Ooo l&A~DIItl• ':ex&a 

CnAiUC7 C:It 

~ ~- ~~· ... . . ., 

•• -

LJATC 

~ l'l .... )-, l~""l w v -.. t:.04~r .r ..l 
------~- .. ---- •··---

Rff":)RT MADE BY 

~1/A ilow.u:D !1., ~BaT VI - -------
Rt:PORT MADE AT 

i)') J 2), Can~ll MB • 

--- ------------ --
FCRI OO 

1 13 2u. ~1 ~ t..Oe• ~:~~~----
OFFIC!: OF ORIGIN 

)') .12'1. ~11 NIB 
.. - -- ---------------

SrArLS 

L _ _i::.!I~JC~IA~L~l~·~l~I~IK!!Y~ ·-------------------------- . ----- ------

S'I'NOf'SIS 

rm .. -tteatlon pre41Mted ¥pon Yel'btl ~~••t. ~ ~\lP ;•NYoet Marshal aDI !lue 
ID'el QN'1on, Re••• A1' 7oft• ~ ... -; ·.~. 17 : 1) 51. baaed 
o 1:-1-s '!WJ ~ C-..ncttns C4tn11'81, ,-\lP ;~·-~flel • r:rl .. ,rt.-ra~ef"SSn Ail' 
:101aa Olae, i.Jit.ltoo. Ch1•, ~,.·•• t4 t he C:~.i lr..g Ot~lc•r. Rt.Ct$ e JSB., ~xns. thro-.,P .?, .. D!I .:an1'1~ Off!oe. C.nveU A."'D, piemt. .-"\\X ~.Jested f•· 'l ~eGo~l!ah , nv.~t-
1&"1• un1JcatU'1N obJeou sig&ted o..-•• I.u~booJc, ctvtna 
~ pan f4 IAipat 1'151, end to Eea..\~ VSI 'tTt l)N CSI D1at?tn 
va :1~ r , .file 21f-0, l!a+.~ 7 nep~ 1951, o ott Wbtob 
'~••• t"uftd81'te• t.e ~QI Ceneral, A1~ .-~el (!ncaand. f~s. ~o• 
,... ••• !'IC'Of'ted a pear et.pad HJ.O't f lJ1128 a~ n.pJ)PO&t =•,.,.17 2\iQ !""t 1ft rND't ot ho~ 
~tlA. f lft 1111•• no,....ta or :ata4o•. ~.us,, c!.t l2lf5 ~.Nn, J l ;'\;18\l=lt 1951. n ,1a 
?OJ .. t l"tll>1•17 •••ande4 1ft& be• nlMI•rvat.t.on and n.trfN awa.r '::o t he -..t 1n a 
"!lroul•st ~'t't•Al. ~~. a.dY2 t h.e tUlh!ant1t1tl<l obJ.o't MYM ~th t~ :1111&11•1-
t'ftt r~n..,.P'J. no :tShll ~ cP :..otM h~ a coOJI\Ung ~o ·~•the l'epoPt. J•••• :~ll ror 1130 rA\Ift. Jl Au~at. 1~~1. ct0':$d "e1ll.ns ,,.;oo e.t. wtt..b broken 
olcoia, ·.·! s1ta1U1!7 15 011", • &7 c! ~1::s:ree1, C1l¥S wlJW ~rota t he eaet north-

~· hour. ':"bls c.l»JM't el~o oo••rrlld b:J t;n. ttauctrter, 
Lawton, t.'kl•r.-a. :tn. not nvalla~le foP tn'•• v1ew. 
~ .. rewe•l&tci :1ra oM ~putAble c1t1aea L-. o...-1~. 

, Iub))ook, ..... t!da, 1ni nt 1)45 boun, 20 1951. and 
a4Y11trl t.bn oa )g I\JC\4»' 1151. tn ~J)O ~n. h• \lb .. l fll'i a tofl*t10ft Gr 
~JeeU a1118 • .,. ..... a~ p 1at spe..a. '::\ro .:.Oft f'ON&'t t ona paaaed 
~ ud were o'btala•• b7 rona~lea 1!'l a lao•• V 01' 1J 
~. anr-1 the oaaJeota sa•• :rorth a glclw :.the• thai\ a JUF•ot lStbt. lY" ot 

OISTIU IU'T10fe 

OSI 

·;o, Alr . at•~1el. Collri 
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-
a; ,. :J rOR 'III 

1;1 u• ·19 

• 

... , . ., 
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fiLE STAMP 

information 
3 prohibi ted. 
i ol a t ion or 
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DEvL..t~, ;::,U•' ibD AF'rJ:' \. 12 YEAH~' 
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-..a lllr oMa!M4 ~ An om ... 30d 
1A bia ~ w a.n..al. Aa llate•1el c-a.s. 

__.... t. .._,. De1M aid no _.__ h.- +.be o)J.o~. 
~~ • • tha~ at. 2))0 hCNra. 30 
A:itDift USl. A l1De or D~ •t 29.000 e Y1ai'-1l1t7 15 ldl ... 

71 .......... VlDd ~-~ d :4Pll. 
' 

we ,..... 'f..-.rtloa• over U.bMek •" • 

lJU. ':eehftl-.1 r.lart;a pa'taS to 
- .n h•Ua sa ~. 

l.J<.; .\ , l ' •• \ .• 1 <..:~ 1) ''1) ,, 
.VE' C ... J A . .. . LJU>c·I ., ..... ., io.Jl' 11:1D u ·: :. J., ..... , 
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• -----_,-- --- -... --. ·- ........... -~-- = _., - ~· a s -,... . _,¢ ..... ( 
• 

1l""'f\lif'>LA sr·1·-: · 1 ._ I' ! ._. . .::> I I t:.L 

1. ~~ prtcu..-. tt~ ~ ~ .Aa Vw•ost 
.~hll an4 :..... .r:.tel~onc• Of't1-l•P,. I'.&et• .. 11- : oroe ;~s~. ·t~a."'!l.tt, 17 
J~ 1:1~. -.... lW• NM!P' or olu•lt't ed 'i..""'..t'C f~ ~AJ.J'lf.: vQnesaal • 
. ~til' ....s.1 ~. lr'r!flb'l- An. o..,-t.oa, t.hio, 1-ela¥ed 'to 
: ~ • .,._. ,u"B., - 31st:r1.-t ~-. 2l'N 031 !l1a-tr1ot. 
~U An. ~. tna tha't the .lb-2 3eet1;a\. !tease An, ~ 
~- -'-l't r-.,orc direet ~ "he 
c....-.1 • .A1• *'-lel c---s .. ,,..ribt cl 1A A7 !141culAUon 2<.'0·15. per-
~ t.e •• or ,.,,ct.atU1e4 01»~-.ta a J'l1eJtt o,..., wbbook, 

• ':bt:s~ !J¥)1anta v-&re p:•v1o:Jel.7 ~ ~ ,., au-~tta n~r 
~7 Ort1" ... 23 • Canwell ! nJ, , 1ft Spet l nte 1 ·~ 

• dat•d 1 l!i~l. ~"Jeota tfti~ent!t1e<t ObJ~ta 1n 'P11C1tt 
• • 

~. 1.st l.t JCIID A. 7 AMI!e Aaaiftant W1,_ !.ntelllz-nee Otnoe, 
AJ'B. -. to ,.....uo t-he NPOI-t dae1r•5 ~ t he co ' •• 

a.a.n.1 • .U.. llater1el a-.1 tlftli I'MIU••'*' M7 pOMiblo aae1.-taaoe 
.: rot~ t11a o.trt .. .r S,.1al Dne•ttaati eoa 1.n tn. ~•rtana• of the 
:dHS.. • 

). ~ 17 1751. t• vrltw ed ~ 7A~LB! •t vlth 
':he u41t.or ol t..M JOQ.IIQU .. or Lubbock. Te~··· ~a-. 

Out. ~. vi~ arq ~-o, oeal.-tN 1ft obta1JlS:a& t'l'laila:ble 
~·{)pi• ~ t be ,..... tbt neo on t..o ~ft 
:w~ 1~ wttb •.a. ~· u tt.e Nq\llred 1nw•st1pt~on. Tt\c)M 
ca:Jp1• ~ 'the Mal lfeta 1A pri YM) • 

5• ~ JS1iht1ftll f4 Rft ~ G'bJ81~ OYer U. 3. il.14\tltiiP7 
TO. ~S."-17 cnt-baU a11Aa ftlii"~ f)'f' 't~ t c'VJ\ or ~.~;atad•, 
·"ePa to t.• local Aa~lrior M"spaper on '1 A~at 1?~1. 

UNCLASS Fl.,- uo ·,r~;c~-" D\n . ,. :-; ....... , :'~..., _.. ~, ~;: He;, 
!' J f c.D.. c-:-·--- .2 PECk~:S~If.'II..: U . \ 1 .. : L.! YZ:u ~ • . . 

::::::;: ;: ~·~::::: DOD D lR o~uu .l~ ~ 
~;; II: ~ .• ~?'---- -·-

• 

• 
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• 

( 

• 

l lNCLJ\55\f \tO 

tllae oe a ..U rueh 1'1ve IJ1 1ft nor~ ot 
QD D. s. ll~~ 70. -rh1a 1 t_,1~en' wa• r~px- t:rt~ !n 

, l 3e:~ 95l. '1'~81' • .. h~ . :lUldOP 
19,1. lMlOWN =to. 4) 

,,_ A• ~ ...... lS }951, ecf b7 !.: ?A!It31. 
t be v .. -'1'- ... .... w. PJtate~ ~1St appl'U1Jatel1' 
12_, Mula (CM) '1 ~1. aa 8Dd , Kn. 

et .tawta. vbo-. n.nttac at baM, "~• &tnYinl to 
the ~ 1oea'ted f1n •llea ot Pll+adot-, ':-e~aa., !'ll 
u. :l. ~ 70, ~ at.t1nt1on -. a~tell b7 a tltJIW\P aeri.al 
t)~.,..._ blfttns v. s . lfitJ,t.war -ro. • w~ lffta dr1'Y1nr:. 
t trn De'tio• the obJ••~ an! 1~ wu q ·a ~- ':!.COt~» ~Clft et-.e 

• a'«.e1~toa t-..e 1~ . that \Jhtttt ~o aav 
t '- , 1~... alow]l' 1A 11n ~17 41reet1on ~bout 150 
;'en ....,_ ~ :q 200 ~ 1n ~' ot -:het• 
ca•. the U.. -'\he o!»jettt, it b•pa ~ rep14 ucen~ N'l4 
~ ..., 1ft a 'to 'ta)e east = n a o1reul•r •aoent. 

'i'be obJ~ .. deeos-11••4 bz .. kie t nc pe•r ~bapecl 1n 
, (to •ltiEe a y el.lGW p.., OM.p~ ~~tott) •l err 

~ tl :tA col••• tbat •be obJeat q refi.aot.ed th• !1Ynl!.&bt. 
'"h• olaJeot a v1~, ~• or" oba1laP e.oertur.. looated a\ ... 
\ .JOiD'\ ~··· tt\e ob~ ~ u taper tallaN 'tbe ~ arld. en. 
~n -~ - .... ancl it •••4 thrOu&h ~• aiP with ~he ~11 eD4 
1·o.-.d. 3M the •• -. ah1n.1l'lfJ b.-!~17 w~tl\ ll ttle ott no 
"' tll4. 

~.. stoppM th• ear ar.d ;;£ot oat a..-,..,4 ~t.n 'then ted 
~.~,.... -. no no1ae, • aSp ol ab«Ut. 1'lO ~. no II! weM 'Y1slble. 
uo• - M6 na1 ..,. ~ • atatad aha coald 
11~ ~ tbe .,..a ~ ta. +at 1 t ""~ up 

c11Pf1.1W -.1e ...- Ull 1a • aa out of h•• a1cht. 
Jl4 p\ .- flf a..- len a1&M ~ tbe obJ••t .. 1~ 
!~to bW tel the e.rtas.a the ~Jee" 
haa nn a -.u-. ....,.... tbe a1• t6 tM o~J•"• to tbe ~ 
,,r hM• '-ledp, u o~l• te ttw NJ.lYQ" 1hed w 
~.-.. '!'be llnad• :llwcl -· and ....... 

,.. r..- - ld teet. 

~1N. 'taela nated •be bid JwJcaa ~ .. ~l&trt ot the o~ 
J'lOt aa.re 3fOUd te been •tel7 15() ~--ee'\ b7 COIIJ*I'1Mn 
:! t't.h --e.•• otl Veu•, a ftll a.n ~. wb.l.3b .12 en otl del*riu 
~~ "ft~ a nm• statton 1 1n ~· etq 11•1ta ot 
;AtMe~t, • a. s. ~ 70. To w lla\ciM~. no at~ ,_n•s 
.~~ t.be o!tJ..-t. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
• 

• 

• 



• 

- .,~ --~ = .. :a• 
·-··~~ ...... 
--~---· 1--
~ "--·>=----= -s.,. ... _ ,., 

L . • ......... - s - . 

• 

• atat•d !\'4 at:w• retuP.\ed to tavtoa. 
~~ an.l ~..&ftl!ataat the l)Ul ,... e.nd ~drelt• ~ ·":Jllovas 

la~' n ow rort 3111, Ot~ 
5\1~ 

- (5 
·,·o) 

tt!l,s oorth ot i~l\taclo,-, Tnaa on 
Ha. llY*' t<"P ~ Jt!ftn &t 11t~, 

1. :..n ~t!• of' t.he l~t1on t l9WCJ"1)•4 b7 .. rwcl•, 
J"~ i t w.a o~eerf'ed tba~ the -:ert-.ln to t~• 'Wen t).'t ~ . s . 11~ 70 is 

·?Olllnc la.nr.& 1·o-. s'ifar.a" 10 ~o l2 m.J. .. { .~~~ ) -to a liM or f t'Oth1lla. ~· 
::l..._q 1.J ~J*1'Ml.J 't.~ ~ftr&t41J' h..-¥1 ~ '.Jt)Ori.@fj ';>"S '~(}u1 f'..Jt ... i •...n i:h. ttl'lt 
.:00 ~Na 'Jj)M r lat ":ei'J&ln. "'~ .lJA1d -t,.o th• ~t J 3 !~lrl7 flat f op 
.. nPNJtiaat.lJ 20 ~o JO nil••~ ~P41"•17 V OO".ittd and -t-he f l ,-t 1<'00 t o 1200 
.. ,.r~ i a •tt!".i.•eSD. lnauil"'J """" ~t1• a t ~rl!o'b 1 s 0~ 1 :: ell~ ~" ata't1on 
r.·-~ l11Ml•••d t hat the o:~er:-tok !.s ; a r_,.~ L"l u~.il9l't ,_1+h .:n &ttrert.la~c 
:~ t~ • r.., or ~17 ."!:? : .. ~. oa- a ~tal ov'ftrell he13h't or lZO 

. "''· 
~.~. !)1 1ftllull7 o'l r-~. iliCB.A300, Vt 1dent M4 Ca.abiw -rw 

a ~...-.. fd ~or the ltata4o• Stat.e Oalllc,. •liaolo•e~ tt.a't bcr\b 
Wld are r•P"'•ble ol~l••• ~ baft an ozcelltft't 
.~I'Ml =....U~ • 1A the e--...it.7. 

9. ":·~••rwatloa or -·· ahOtrS !to Wh.l~. teal• u h-. 
rtl.Ua fif'tj .. , e<llMiltecl an4 'Jou-teou. ZM !.il 1:1 full ~"••1• ot all 
;.ttr ~ l.9Dhlt1ea ·~ -.. s'trataft'\ !"or•Jard 1rs all httP cn.we~• and •
>l.ad&'lona • • 

1;). :~ .... ~'V,. ~e.Jaa \ff!&~ o-.. •• , rat.!oa i"oP 1:1'0 h~re. ~l ' .. 
" -1 ... .,' ) , Nea ~ r ollo.,.a 

- • 
• 

• 

• 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

Es'Ua .. 1~ 25.000 fle~. o••NUe, via1b.t l1'ty 15 Qlle. 
:>lu. t .... a'tare 90 d4f1;••• ~ev tM»lnt &r:, ·Jecre••· lj1 nd .,._ 
•he noasua at 1 !~ ~ hour. t ow ··M~ t'UA~.tlus tn 
the Mllrtbeltn ~. 

'l'be 1C or un.t...u.t'1ed obJea~• w tbe &ubaequ-ent p!o-turee 
oaJeeta 1• 1'o.-u• ·~ 14\eboek .. 'I'aae bJ • 

, , • coll•• ~. appe&ftd in the 
.·:OI'B!JW A~ oew~r of 1 ~llber 1951. {~t!e Ineloa.ws Yo. )) 

12. A• 1~5 hcNN, ZO J.:/51, 
Latt11otK. Tcaa. w•a !nta.rrtw'ld R't hla rreG!Jem• b7 +,h• ur t-:er 

~\nd L,. 7AIU.ft. atat..:t ~N~" on -tt:e !.1 1;-~t 'lf" ,o J.us~•t 1151. ~bcu+ 
J 'JO h-.. (CS!) he-. ~ !A bad •t~hirc the s tan :u-.4 n~1e4N a 
_ .. ~loa ol wd•en-t1t1ed ot.Jeets pan oYeP t he ~0\l.H. .fAt..ns a 
,.. ••• ,. ~· • he bta c-s--. a ' ' !-til IO<!ak 1!(\~l~t!S vtt.h a ,..,_ 
:'t:td•• ani ..... t t:rte ~-- back ~. #' t Bbo\at 2J)2 hours t"A •• a second 
:o~tt .. Ot the~ t)pl ~~Jtot• p-··~ OY9rbca4 ~l~ tooK ~0 {2) 
' !oturee. 1nelo••d .. lnoloaur•• .to. •t Md ~. . at one•. a't tibcu't 
.2 ) ~- h-.., tn. t l\l.ft torat1on tJ•••.S r;Yett u.n&S cbta~nf"J •.hre• (') 
i,.l)MJ ptet•~••· ~wo (2) AN lnolc-•ecJ •• j.nolo.~a t.:o • . 4 .ln'2 1~. 
~~u unaale +.o looa'te 'Ule othel' n•sattwe !Ju-t 3~ate-1 lt uaa absost cal 1:~ 
:rnc lo.uft *-• 9 . •tat«l that the ~.-1•1 obJect s loo1co-i -to ~ at tl 

t~e•~ ani P••••• • \fith1n a Bp1t•• or :'roll ~~•e• (J) to 
:..rur (It) :a .. (mQ •• 

· t..t\r.'' HCI'Ia "'1M v1• 1n the b .. k y&N 1.1 res'tri•ted, • l!n• ol +.re .. ob
!lcar!n.t~ ria1• to the north N34 the houa• pre•~tlr.g rts on tc; r~• SO\Ith. 

l). coaa)d nn nU..\e Ua• altitude but. ata't4ild t.bat •ll t'o,... 
t lr.ne .1eeialll aa lf' ~weN ..,.._1a&'tel7 'the ._ h1&h aJ;t1~e. '!he 
->bJM'ta bM a like llpt bu' d14 sUtter. 
·~,." ~.1-' 1ooa.1 l.1ADt • lltl1te n1eJc or ... ,..,1417 .w1rw 11«bt. vtll'te 
1:1 ~olw, tl14 not llke a 1N\ ra1:hnt had a &1• oCIIIIIPU&bl• 
~'' •..he • ..eb ro.-U• ooo+a,ne4 11! or 20 oh-
.;~ota aDIII 1n a U or V fo~•ton. sta"t..S that the 
~: ~t. ~ look•d l1ie a s1a&)A 11M t• t.'cn• th• ~eoond and 'tblrd 
::~~pa -- aa +..M nreta. 

· ,·. ::;ttt•:t 'I!O'f!IJ, i:'9n~ ot tbe Def»B't1'7•• f)lttll1n•d ;t)!llWW 

-,:41'9•~1.,. ~·· a.. L'10 lio. 1 J a jo"ol• llM t'o,.:ttOQ as do tnalo-
~ul'4!1 1fo. 8 · 11o. 9 tina ; 5 m.M i-7, 1 h<*e¥eP., in.olo:sur. ;4o. 10 

• 

.. . 
. ..... 

• , ' • t ... ' - ~ , ... . . .. !..-

UOWNGIL\ TJ. ;/) .\ ,· .. 
DECL . '. . . . 

I ASSIF'JJ'D . I' .. . . , ,' 'O: i !"v';V S " 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
• 

" I I) ahaWs a s1ngle line. ~...e 35 !1M ne~t1••• f'uJ'nlah~ ·.; 
v•• W~ NWI ext~ care tak• 1n the enlarciac 

~rroo•... 't'he ~ tux ned oft!' t o th• Ree•• J\PD AasJ :rtJmt 
.!ntelll~• Off1oe•• ls~ Lt JOH• ll"Aalt6! r or 1Ml~U ~ on in h1a ~ 
a.• 117 tbe tns GeiMI'&l, Au !IJateptel :~. 

111. 
poelU• ~·'he 
h1• 
vi .r 
oa.•J4 _..De 
altl 

ta tb• obJMta 1ft t he fo.--t1ona Dpt l b1ftintl 
on too or tha\ ho't. ezapM.t1o a 

-. no noise, no ub•"•-t retleo't1on•, or atf1 
Vith!Jl his seope et a!~'t oP hea!"Sq. Jle 

• ~ the t1ze ~ 'the obJeot.a dae to tbe ~ 

1,. sta~ t.ba't t he v•ther wu ol-.r w!tb ••JT lltt.le v1nc1. 
'""he l.lll*tok, ~•sa• VMth~r obt•l't&t1on at Z'}O hou~ !'or 30 .. , :ugwlt 1?51, 
" • lls+.ed QJ Thin ocat~!'.~d olC\Ids a t 2S. o•: O· foet , v1a1!)111t ;r 15 tailes 
~l~a, t~~ ·ra "•cr•••· .Jew j)G1rrt 56 1 ....... wttb Vihd 
J OUUl a~ eJ.&b\ Mftl. 

1~. atatad that oc 1 3~11ber 1951. h• , • ., two liON ro,..._ 
t ~ona p••• o••• , &Qproat1•t• t1• 2'20 houn, wlth a!lou-t; a tvo 
rl1rm'te 1~1 'betv•en the 1'ora~1ooa. did not get a,., pho'to-
:~ ~ · ~"-•• ronat1ona, tntt Mld ~~· l'lh••s• v~• ! \1ent1 cal, exo•ve 
·~!'.at ~be DbJMt. •.-..d "to btt at a auoh (~Natar alt 1tuJe and althwRt& 
t t • to~t1ona pasaect oyer !Aibbook 1n obou~ •h• aa.• !)oat~10ft a t ~ore, the 
(~ tNrM ..... d to ~ rroa the :lor...hwf!et 'tO ~h• 3eut~t. r.>.aeb ,aoup looked 
t.o be a a1acle Une lo,..'t!on. 

17. 'l'IMt tub.,oek. Taaa w•-tbe• obserwation at 2''0 hour•, 1 Sept-
bat 1~1 -.: Cl-., ¥1s1b1ll~ 15 ~ail" plu1, tea;;e'"'tve 77 d•et•••• 
tdV ,.brt 61 '1ttgJ 18., Vtn4 tl-011 t t.. IO~th-.t t1"t ~1x MlH. 

18. 
1nf'orau.-. 
1:-i,l. -

• 

eQUip.eat wa :heeUd b~ U :e vr1tw, and 
rel&Uve to "'..h• -,ho-t~ taken oa 'G A.upst 

• 
• 

• 

) 
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h11 a..a 
,, jdJIIaUJ 

t:at..uva 
~-·· tlbl"
Ja• Male 

"'""' lJ,..... 

UNCLAS!:>I f i£fJ 

• 

a 21J ~ U'JJ, at ~. 
~· 
~ 
Mlr1 
~1-• 

a s~ 
St1ldea\
Lla 

Hei&tl\a 51 11• 
wetab'a 1S5 lbe. 

I m.. 

• 

ifa1PI m.-. - en eben - Ca-~ •'tJle 
C011p a JPa1Jt 
i~•tlda lled1- alend• • 

r-.a w a Ilona Y1a1ltle 

• 

20. ~• wen taken o at h.ls l"es1d.,noe "Jsiaa en 

• 

• 

f.. 75. !"uect toaus, vttb fla1h, len. J\rtOJa • '(5 i1M, 1nolosfld e.a 
!:lClehfte *· 11 ..... 12. 

2l. ~ tbe WP1~er to be a Yery ln•Alllprrt JOU"S · 
~ • .,.., Sn , wbieb !a a hobbJ. lie :Jeelled aincere 1n 
~! .11 efhi#ta to relate 1DildenU te the ~" or h1s a'b111t.)' • 

• 

22. Int.,_-.t• 1D tbta 1nvest1~~&tlon \1&1 npor..e4 \11rao~ 
t o o..a~, AU Maw.lel c...-, bUM 
~,1_ - 1n ,.. A. 7AltLir, V'-"11 ~ell118D1• 
.;rrt .... Beeae A'•.,.... Due, la"••Jr, 
'1 ~- 200-1,. 'nda - 1a 

, 1Jl e V1tb A1P 
1D ~ statu tw 

JaYe~ or w -, Uih ou at ~. • 
• 

• 
• 

l. , MWa -..tiole • un:1daQt1ft .. oltJeeq, wltltoolr, ~azaa 
•
1.•t&laaebe .Joumal. 26 19,1 (trip) 

2. .meto.tat, MWa artlole Oil tantdeaUtted oltJeot•. l.ub'bl>olc, 'ruu 
t.·ralaMM Joumal, 28 Aupa'\ 1951 (tr!])) 

• . ... . UNcrJt 
t..JiSS!FIEQ 

·•'WI • 
\.. .., , ' 
.lJ..,.~ .. ~ 

• • 

... 

• 
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' 

,. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. , 
, . 

•• 
• ( 

• 4. DMta 8.Pt1ole oc un1d•ntU1ed obJeot a. lub'book,. 
~ :vi"...... A~be,. 1 ~· 1)51 ('tptp) 

l . 

• 

• 

• 
5. • ._,. antoa • \Ul14ent1t1ed. o'bJ•ota,. k bboet, 'fexae 

J..-1,. • 2 3~· 1951 (t.r!p) 

G. '· neva a"1ele Oft um4•t1-P1ed obJeets , wbboot . '!au 
• 6 Sept ..O.. 1951 (trip) 

1. ?rilrt or tak91l (tr1~) 

a. :?r1:rt or takea b7 (tM~) 

;) . Print.~ t-keDb7 • (t?,,p) 

• 
Ctri<p) 10. ?ri~ ot taJc• b7 

11. Photocrapb 0~ (~rt.,) 

12. ot (t rip) 

• 

1 tbJP•P 10 u 11a"e4 &boY•• 
• 

11. !iept1Ye fil pM11opapb 
• 

12. He&a'1ft ol ot 
• 

• 

lJO\V~~RA~~·:l? _:,\ T ~~ ."! ,., ~~ f)." fSP VALS · 
-· . __ DBCLASSH l t.:. IJ r. l· 1' . ; t ~ 18 YE ~HS , 
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,. - ·r trange bjects 

I 

een ·ver ity 
MYSTF.r.!Ot:S obJects-two 

~~ r·' JnS O( them appcarin~ 
" .t. . • ~ tnn·~ oi h<' Jds" and 
m O\' tn r. "at ·.·1 mcredtble 
spc£'d"- '' (' re ~ ~~hled in the 
n i ~:ltt sky O\'Ct Lubbock n<>aip 
Sa turd 'l) ~ 

But this tun c imteil d o f be
ing W<ttched by <~ c;~sual ob
~crvc•·. lhc objec\.s were 
watched by threc cool . calcu
l:t ti ng pnr~on:; t t <il ned in sci en
tific f teld~-th rcc Texas Tech 
faculty mcn1 • r . 

The first g , uu;> o f objects 
fl yin~ in <~ ro~t~h l>cmi-circlc, 
or ctc ~ccnt form;Jtton was 
M~htcd at !i 10 p . m . by W. 
L. Duc;.cr. Tech profcs or <tnd 
h eao -o1 the Petroleum Enf:t· 
nccrmg dcp:.rtment, Dr. A. G. 
o~~t;: . professor o! chemica 1 
cuginct"nng a t Tech, atnd Dr. 
W. I. Robanson, professor of 
~~OJoc:Y'· at T~h. while the 
~roup w:1~ holdinr. an in
form;~ l v:rd;y<trd meeting ~t 
Dr. Rohtnso;,'s home, 2612 
Twcnty- fuutlh . 

Move At H igh Speed 
Ducker, ~pcnkln~ (or the 

::rollp. ~:tid t he objects <~PPNtr· 
crt o~ it 'stnn~ of bee~cls" r .rc
in:: 111 the trcsccn t format ion 
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ft om thC' notlhcast to the 
l'llUthwel>t ~t in "incredible ! 
~Pt'CCI. •• I 

Tlw inciivid ual o b j c c t ~ 
which mad<' up the forma t ion I 
wert' llldt~ttnct, Ducker s<t icl, ! 
hut gc.~,·e ofl a s;tlow, apparent- : 

I 
I 

I v rdlected ll;::ht. p'lssibly .J.· 
from the city below. - I 

The three Tech prolcl'"llr~ 
wrrr Ull<ll>lc to g ive the Sl7.'! I 
nr rxact. ~h<~pe of the ohjects, ; 
but Ducker s;ur1. each calcu- · 
Jated that the format ion cover- ! 
cd thc ~rc across the sky in 
thrrr " ·'rllnd~ 

OthE-r ralcul~t ion !hnwed 
tha t 1f the formation wa<t 
t r<l\'Ciins at ~ mile altitude 
1 t ~ ~P <.'t" l \\'<1~ ;Jpproxima tel v 
J . I~O fl fTI !If'o: :tn )' OU r, M if at 

See STRANGE OBJECTS Pag• 10 -- -
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r 

:fs 
<Continued From 1' tl i<' One> 

50,000 feel altitude, the speed 
1 would be nearer 18,000 miles 

an h our. 

• 

Felt No Shock WaYe& 
They also estimated from 

the apparent si ze of the ob
jects, that if they were flying 
a m ile h1gh , each object was 
approximately 1,000 feet in 
diameter. 

"We felt 'lO shock w;wes 
auch as an object t raveling 
at such a high speed in the 
lower atmosphere would give 
oft," Ducker ~aid , "rtnd the 
absence of such shock waves 
would indicate that the forma
tion was flying in the strato· 

1 sphere, 50,000 teet or hi llhcr . 
Dr. Oberg pointed oul that 

1 the 1roup was seated in chairs 1 scanning the skies for m eteors 
toJiowing a discussion of :.tars 
and planets, when Ducker 
happened to spot the AP
proachinl' objects. 

Dr. Oberg cstimatf>d there 
• were M obje{'ts in each for· 
I matlon, but because of the 
' speed of flight it was "ex-

tremely difficult to get an 
accurate estimate." 

Spot Second Croup 
Ducker s a i d the second 

group, containing about the 
same number ot individual 
objects, and moving In the 
some semi-clrculnr format ion. 
with the bulge towarrt the line 
of flight , sped overhead about 
three minutes later giving the 
three me11 an opportunity to 
check their first observations. 

"Frankly. we were aston· 
lshed. And If I had not had 
confirming witnesses at the 
time I !eel sure I ahould have 

l 

said nothing about w h a t I 
saw:• Durker said, "for it is 
incredible to believe they are ' 
of terrestrial origin and e\.ren 
m or e incredible to believe 
they are from b e y o n d the 
earth. •• 

Ducker pointed o u t t h a t 
while the three profeuors met 
frequently tor discussions at 
.. no time was anything strong
er than ice tea·• served, and 
on this particular occasion 
.. Dr. R"'binson forgot to pro
vide Iced tea." 

The Civil Aeronautics ad
mlnlstratton office at Munici
pal airoort said that no jet 
planes, or other nlghb were 
pusinJC over Lubboc-" at the 
tlme Ducker and his t'ompan
ions •lghter the two forma
tions. RAFB also !I aId no 
fll~hts were In the area . 

J . RusSI'Jl Heitman. head of 
the Tech journall-.:m depart
ment, le\eral night~ ago al5o 
reported seelnJ( a fli~ht of ob
ject!' 11yln~r over Lubbock, 
anct d<-!'<:rlbect them tr. o man
ncr ~imilar to t h o s ~ Jeen 
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.. Oper<jtion~ Bf'~ ds '' \'- · ~ :-: r0n- I 

· firr11erl r..1ondrly b.v four actditiona) · 
• 

p e r ~on ~ \' · h o ~ .~ y t h c .~· ~ a '~ · t n c 
same n1 .vst c rirl\1 ~ flight racing 

1 through J.,ubhock !-=kic5, Saturdd\' t 
I ... • - - ~ 

; nig~t~that \\·as ,,: )tncssed and rJre- 1 

: viou~l~)' repnrt ~d h~,. thrcP memher~ i 
o~ thP Texri~ T' c ;: h (;lcUltY . I 

• 

The 1'rch~:-i n~ saici th~·'· sa \V • 
.,,, · h rl t ~ p p ca. e c~ t ' .' he a g r n u p o f . 
tl !1 J P ~ · t ~ i n rt ~ c J n i -c 1 r (' u 1 a r l n r n1 a - · 
tinn ··JikP ri ~tring of beads" fly
jnF! ov~rhc.~ri r\t ··incredible 
speed." • 

Mond ~ , .. fn:.: r n E'''- . ,,.i tne~se>s said 
' I 

the~, sa\\' 1 h ,.. ~a 1n e 1 hi n g :it the . 
. sa n1 e time . !1 : 1 0 p. tn. Saturday . I 
"f h r \ · ''-· (' r r !\ 1 r ~ . E ~ r 1 1\ l e ci i o c k ( · C • 

1912 Ave . !':. T\lr~. R . /\. I\ogers 1 
I 

i n! 1910 .~\ · ~. ~ and ~Ir~. F. A. : 
l Ro~er~ 0f 1 hr !'et rr.r ddrl rc "'·:. . ~ qd 
: Prof. c: (i rl l-iC~1ntn~r : ·. ~~ 11 Ei ~ 'l~ ~1. ~ 
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MYITEIUOUS OBJECTS IM LUBBOCK iltY- It' t 40)body • 
I UO!U ,. hAl t't~v a,., but tM myst~riNh (\bJ«I• tn t he p hotnJ 
a t.ovt a rt- ~he•f'd tn be t he " thtnU" "htrh Lubbcxkitn ha"'c 
btoton sN"tn~ 1n the Jk)' dunn1 r~t·r nt nl~hb The hl ~hlv u nuAual 
ph(\U>o, t n•p~ bv Carl llart, J' or 23).l Ntnel"'n ' h llrH I 
Th.,r.Oa ' ' 'hi show what llart ... <t " a• &.e u 0<1f'tt!lltf'<1 &lu"' 

101 ot JC'tU u thl'y p u .. •d o•~r ltc c1t• f rom n• ·1th "' ''''"" In 
lht' t•hntn a t 1~11 the d uts arc In a t • n- row V rom • h '" • " hllf' 
th~ photo at r l(;h' shnw~ lhC'm 1htllt'rl Into • , 1n1ll' r tl t rwm~t.on 
S··•~ral L ut.bo<k ••· 1-lt-•11> r~j>OriH1 <trtna th~ nl)Jr• :, " ' 'f'r tl'lf' 
"'' I •I nt~hl llart r.a J h• 1hot lho I o phntl' • l H "''h a 
J rn t ""ft~r ~ 

I 
I 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * I FOWL OR SAUCERS -- STRANGE OBJECTS REPORTED IN AREA * * * I 

0 Flying 'W atsits' Seen Again I 
I 

., lt£M"ETM MAY I hm.nr.l phniOifaph• llk~o I \ A ll tho~ r•potl lnll '"'' Ol>)f'f'U '" ' "" lht'OIY o r •omc lh~l \he 
A.nlaouhe Staff Writer t'arl II art Jr. lll ·~ r1 1 old 4 10• c!t''<.rl~d t hrm •• lly1011 10 \ ' • c!olt n ·~ • have brt'n btrlls l~•vio1 1 

THE " II) 1n• • h~alla" ronllou IC'ur photn cr•pMr ol '23lt "'"~'' 1haped n1 U"hapt>ll t totma tion• • t•ll• .. pho rr crnt • low. ne • •· 
I'd In ~t>Om th1ou1h Lubbot-k tl'Cnlll •tr«l. r ould olltr no to. al'<l p•• ·"I t hrouch t hr sky al t<rl· 1 It l1t-hn1tf'ly ... a• n't ~•us· 

sklf • l'11•fa.r.. n •• ht u n un•trout pl>n~ll n 1 n. •I d ..-ft'lly oHrt url "'th1n ~d b•· t..rds.· ... r....St l1t• rt,..•rted ....,,"1 llaslwf l Tilt GtJJr<l ... ,.hattHr Ill' ... c rum 3 tn ~ "4'•ond· Tht num- A l.ublM!cl. '"unlv hrrnf'r T • 
or h ::ht fl)tftJ at "unbei!#VIblt - .. ('It HI I .1 ... , •r-r. f'\f r ··' bcr or-"Jo!i l ('po•rtr <J In t h• f c:,l,·~r. )r or l.ttt,IJt)('k , Rr.u tr. 
tpef'd1 - an<J at 1~ .,. 1 t-nt per JOn I> ocl. at at I• • .t ll•lf'e r' .110• • r. •I n ~ N' r• n. rJ Iron• " 't.t 01 :1. 11 r••rtM l.tlrr tn the n. :hi th3t 

11ho •td Ull "- tlh photna raplu o r ltm,.t. l1••nt 8 417" P·..Jl' tn ltl l7 runt tlo ''10 nr 30 ' ' I o w '"'11f'lhtn~ hkl' ll<1'1PI~ h-ve 
,.hal hct tatl1 ht t3w 10 the tkv p m f'wta ' lllnrnina A •• r.rrhe Dr J C. C.. •O'. III'AII of Toclc • "' " "1'11'1 nnol 11 11t'flnl'tlv ,.. . ., 

~nnl t41U~ol to bal 'lt all "ho eta 1m· ,.., ull• ltt>'11 pt'r .. •n ,. t.n <> trl r"••l• . raph• takrn b ,• 11.1 t • I " " I<" I he unho h•·-.t.t .. opc-1!'1 It'· / 
~ tu t '' t ttto lh< m ~nd thrff ,.,,. ~ -1 ,,. n lh• I tthl t •rm• •I •A I he rould f'llrr no " ' pl · '"' 1 l" ·l't 1 ''" O'h"'' !>n1dtr uttl t hat I 
T~··' ,,., h "n h,lt.. ,.... v.ho ~' t ·n· ac ltt tt t'lt tdrn\11\ , ., .-r. \\'I • • ,r.f"' ·, .... n fHrr th~ ,,.,.~t~m~r 

- l'r •• r on ti'Ntc r "t.tr,. hi' "'n 1 

Te.:s1.s 

. orninc- ~v 1.lcJ..iche 
~ 

c - -.+..., • r.JV 

• 

1951 

I 

i 1. ut «a p ''' t au,tt' v.rne thl• L• 1n 
fl1•,ht :ll•rl uu•f"l tltr.m to hi' II· 
lu·Nn ,,,.., 

Anotl>tr 
aut ... "*'''"n 

I 1[\lllo 

"'"'"" l'r ofll'r~ 
thl' N>Jf'\ I< "trt 

Clou"~ r.,,., Tho" J ol 

the 

I ,. , r ' ( ,. (\ ,. ' r • .... lh,. nb· • 

l lt'Ch • • I II• "'It lhtnll 
Inn ' " ~ , ,, .. 4 t'• ' "f' bt-t"n I 
b .r •h, I•• • f'\'t r Jlo~1 t.. , ... r-~ I'N'L U,,. 
t ~t•l•u, -. t t 113•l tltr 1 ~·•'h"' ," ,. .. .,,, \ , .. r · r - ,_.....,. • .,.: 
~n •• · • ,,. 1 • • • 

<*·'••• ·I \•"_., ,... • .,., Rf'f"t:e 
\ t h1 • t. ,. .,. < I nl I uh""'k I 

t t"\(~Jtr#• t •••· ll t t• ~~ th .. • tn t 
~ J knr.,• 1 ' .. r· tr.• •" • '" r .. rt 

' ~ .,, • .. t• ""'; tn 1hc • , _. 1~ l l 
, !\• 

Prr•t•r , ~ t r r~., C\''J"" l~ - t 

ar ~ II· rt" "~ " "ho cl •· ,,.,. 1 
• I ' 4" t .... ,.t ·• ~~ ,_..., - etl 
, ••• \ 'u . .,. ~··~ .. .. .,~ .. '< •"-y 
h u'Tt n ·rrt. · _ . wtu..... a r•t 'f'rC 
\ ,. l"lt r••r'T' • • ;o'lt'r o f ~rr. 
• r.•lc ~-nt • ''"'" t f'll,,r n f "hf' 

• 

• ' . 

'1' ,. ~ ... •At l ·lc(' u (' . ,.,.., I / 

• • 

' t.ra l•t•r to··~ otht n u1<1 1--
1 th• ~ h 3<1 r 1tl\· r .. t ·'u~ or • •lol:'tl ' 'II ., unt~ , ., lh"'"' 

P ooublt NatM Jlope•lt<ll 
Rn, ~r 0.•! • a 1' t>• ·• Trch 

tw•rnt II\ ln.t '" :• t ,ZI·I).blll<'k 
f tr t p l.•tt'. ,. • tl'f' r111~ • ~., te 
'' h~ -mlaht h •H'' ht' .• d a nil" " 

•c~IT'p;l:'l\ 1'\1 u· .. nb )"<l• Ill' ·~•d 
ht 1"3'' have- <1<1·'1:11'-1 • • lt!!ht L 
ruuttr.~ or " h""' •thnt 'OUn·t as the 

'! ""J ~fl• po« t I 1 ' ••rh~a d lie ••· 
P'•l IM •trt''l~ II>~ I'\ at I 0 37 p m 1 

1 t n ' " a lin o'• loh u·~ly "IICh 1n1 I 
r~r t hem 

" " :r.ht;o1 r t•o"hll~. t ... o 
" flrr•n rttp.•t~· 1 •t.toan~ a •· no,.-e . 

lie•• a truall 1' ·•~ at a low a lii· 
tude "' 1thout • ~ \ L&;.rUOid luro or 
"' 1or.• " a b<>ut r "I fwi~. They 
1~111 t h~ m" to.n~ \\':!~ ~r.iw-mov1n1 
~nd "" d ll..r• "' lrnm an7 llr•l 
cr• ll th e> h •<I CH r • rn 1 

Ar •h~r pt'r' •n r• l\f'\thn~ftt41t. Gb· 
•' ' • "' ~r I • '·~n,o1t ·• ... \1r'C ~\I\ t 
kt STftA.NCt O BJ£CTS ..... II 1 -
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'Strange Aircraft' 
1 Seen At Matador 

--· MATADOR, (Aug. 31..';(Spe-
cial> A "noiseless aircraft, 
flying at a low altitude with
out a i d of propellors or, 
wings," w a s reported seen 
early this afternoon by two 
r~atador district women and 
a 5-year-old child. 

Mrs. Tom T i 1 s o m, her 
daughter Mrs. M. G. Bethard 
and little Noilene Bethard 
said they were driving on 
State Highway 70, one and 
one-half miles north of here 
about 12:45 p. m. when the 
wingless craft passed 150 feet 
in front of the car. -

The slow-moving machine, 
"shaped somewhat like a heli
copter," began circling as Mrs. 
Bethard stopped the car. As 
the craft rose it "gained speed/ 
and was out of sight within 
a few minutes." 

The w o m e n were near 
enough to spot one door, or 
porthole, in the side of the 
glean1ing metal, they said. 
Whe first seen, it was mov
ing t the rate of a com
mere· al airliner taking off, 
they · said. It had no exhaust 
sho ing. 

M . Bethard, whose hus
band sailed for Korea recent
ly, h s lived near several Air 
Fore bases, and reported the 
mac ine she saw today. was 
diffc ent from any she had 
seen before. 
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• ( .!2.ME IDINTIFI!D AS aiios \ 
Opinion Divided Over Reports Of 

-
Lt.:.bbock, Texas 
.... ·1al ar.che, J oumal 
SlL"lda:r 2 Sept. 1951 

Objects Seen In Lubbock Skies 
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., KUIIITII NAY .... '-' .... , ....... ·-·
t:'Owt. OR nr tnl ... ,.." -
t; tll•T'N <ttllHIIIy Ulllllll a bl 
ot n>'l\m"'t 

Folr• • -"" Lu.....,..ll lvtt k.-. 
ot<~llll "'- . ...... •• pt.~.. .. 
•atrln c• of .J«•riJ" or ... ,...h.aU1t11 .. 
~t llyt._, ._.Vorf'n or •h•~•· 
th•r·a,., but ,._. - •• .. ~ .. 
''""'' ' _,. anythill& ot lh lu"" 
aepa""tlT ~ ..,, !111t u .- a a 
W.a u a.r- """'' tlwy ttaU, ... 

llko,Ua ...- L .. -.-~ loo~ 
' lllu • ..... plc'lk ... - S.tl&l. 

day a lpl ao ......,,..., ot ,.,..,... 
--~-.... ~~:::=• ••• 

"Ft.Yl110 WMAnlft• lOON OYia LU•aoca-t" ..-, tbet t.u- otro. the floruOft 111 a 
,.. , ... , <:! . .. ~...._ •~• M>••u "'tho....._.-..,.. hawo -MI7-- 111 •-• t....bbo. ~ 
r tta1r-'!.t ,: .. -11\J d•• tat• ,..., n tab•t. Ttua pt:ote., •al8r,..e 11 ..... JO rr.eanit~ft htH'ft ))f"'\m , ,.,..,. 
.._ .., t""l ' ;.-t"" l.J•• T"t\ttvt l~ r\ICht aM th,_.l ttw ... DU • .tt" " ' fP01 r9f'l \ "•JI'Itpe n )1nl '-11\ • I \'. 

• ... ,-.... ""1ft ~·· · • r"•t-- IU ""'f"'l" t.v C,.rl "'"'· Jr. et 1"':l l !'IU\~Cftfttt't ba!l ftOft\ II'-" :n ~~ tr t 
~O".J •·s ;..."' t• ~ .,.... ....- eDJ«t ,.., Clytn l oU &.o t'nt so"'• tno•t. \l~pr: ~' to·~r ot J.. '. e 

e')tl'), • C""r..N"\.Ctt h •l r.· a M ... ..,...,.. •o W '"" mo• ot the f~ta ,...,. ftC ftUIIftllr)' 1.1-•l. Hov. ~er, 
T~ll C.:1lil'""'"'"f" .,..,.._ .... _. tM M1•1.1 • ...a. ... mefaeznst ""-•• •b••--.., ~tM "'~Mi...a • 
lte:,P •u ... •U"d& .. 

\ • \ 
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ut out.W. lo loolt alllward •• 
tM ttun.. .i.llumln.ated •"''""" 
wluch llawo ......,.. aU - I>•" ·- "'""' .s....... "" _, --~ 
or ... Th "'""' uunr. maar f/1 '" ·p~·· •.• '"' •blot" 1-. .. _,., .... _ .... 

A tnt ol I ·llu '"'"" lint _,. 
tt • V formatJ"'" f~11n • cbJec:tl aA 
ronYiftcod ~~~~ aa• blrde ~I -· _.,.. oc .... u, .,.., dl:S-but 
' '- aro ! lilt 11 maar """" .,.. 
«rUt. '"'""' u.., .... - ""' ~~r~ .. 

Dtr i<MM 1'.1d bu.U. Nnled 
owtt llle <117 S.to"rda y bef«"t> A• • · 
t.MIIo-Jou"'•l t.lophe<\.. ~~~~~ 
to r lat •• u U. u rr• tn t'rtwa 

I ... OPIIIIOII ·- U -·-

Opinion Divided 
tContJnuN r,-"'" p,,. 0. ,., 

,.....,.._. who cla1,...rcS ttt U \ • _.,,. 
t1IO "'1altfl- ltt liU In 1._. •kT 

Q\l_u. .,._,,bit. lOft:• .,, , ... 
Mf'IOftl who t.Mft!. Uwy h -1 \-9 .,..,_ 
Uw .,., ' " ,. ,.bJfrtlt h a w ""'" 

l.,.,..,tuna d tf: • r"'' from tt."-•'1 
ot twn M~• ..,,. $t)om.• P"'~""' 
ft't.IJ U•• ... " birth. oU'•' 1 m a• 
h41"• .,.,. 1 Ucht r..n,...,~,.d 
otM" .,. , t " • J«<n ' " a ltt"
ltl ft« 1t nn1t ptt•~ei\Aft uwt 
m•.r M"" bto ••~letr.--r. r ... r .. Alt•••••· 

Tall:• ~hck r "u••tf'r of J'!t 
Thlrt)' ''''"' H ,..., ••,. n ••h' • 
Ill ,,... ~t-.j,.lt 1*'1 I I n - r-\ I 
:;.uurdaw ·~ t t kt ...,.._•> .. ~,.-. 1 
b1rch Tf'tfl)' ,.. er• tl'l& f :ut r~ 
l lf( Uh h tntt ....... hk• • UJht 
rd1~hoft. &nt, lh• r • •ue • ~· ~ 
\tnc-11"• Unl4 dOV. f\01 MW ••n•l• 
a .. o- ... ' 

0.. ,._. n tt... ........ W !I Bo-4· \ 
-.. KrYO rht~r en t l ft!Hr. ,.., ... ". 
M NW ... l'f'OUP ct Vuni.J I Qt.f\1 
lh ,.,. at t ) n J"' TM., • • rt fi.•i.ltft• 
hotVnft btuh of -.m• ~~Vt I «NI,. 
w: .. '""' tt. l.fta• n.,,..,,.. .. 1 

I Mro llt01'11.., • •• ••• ~r t lw 
P lainYl.Pw Mcttw•• u ld , ,..,. ' " "" 
f!P't ral o th• r• ._...., .. fnn"' ,. ll " "" "'' 
ttUr\JI t:I'JjH t •• a~• t D ' \ p m 
S..t·.nd•"- • rwt ,., .n ,,.,.~ '" ,.,.., 
.-r~p coul.dn t , , ,.,. ()r.• , . .. tt 11 
._. t-fr•h. AfHU.,...f t.l1 It "-l•n "t 
a nd ano·~r lnnklv a '*"'~ ·"'tt ,,.,. 
d l"'t .,ll\ #1 , ,._. \ 1•&h"l''t I i l'• 

t -.h•' t' • •• Mrt )htvt ,_, ,1 1~r'¥ 
1 h•arrt a ''1th l • h"'W\• !\11"11 ~· 1 

at ttw C'~)C'I"U IUU..,. "\l'tf"l•o6 t 
,. . tutta ,..,., ""'"" '"• '~ · n•l "~ 

I U..r t to r•oort .._ .. ,.,, ,., ., ~I·• 
• tu u.,,., • • r 

w. r 0\tf'k•r. tt•.-1 f'l f '"• ~· 
tT~1•u"" •n:lfl•-~·"': d,.r •ftn\• n t a t 
Tru' • TI'Ch • ._ M ~~ ' t~ " oh."t' t• 1 
1 • Hlt a ;zf' r•M• ·r.-t c- · n vtn ,.,.. 

r htt• • · ~~. that ...... t'lfi .... ""('•fl 

~, •• ,.. tt. .H "~~ bh-t• ... H• • """ 
,.,,., Tn-h ~re-t• •""" tr• n,... t ilt 

... '"""hfi" "'~""" ···"""~ • .,. ('" ..... ,,..,. 
t1tit~l .. al •t'l•t •• .., .. 

... A "l\lW'• l fl \tt"''' '" ,.,..,.,,, . , 
ob•f't\·a•ton • on·t ao ott h~ttU , 

1 
c«~ I'd on 1 :\' ,.,,"'1 ll.c" u-~t . , 
[)tv left' u;d ""We d UiC'u.w.t • t-t \l\· 
tt • tut • e ••• rrl&ht te bl.rdt. 
b~t ,.. e rvl•"1 U'ut Nl b-e"·~~ 
h It ltf' Prf" t . • bt• J4 mt.K h • • t., 
bf ou~ 1 t th.4l , ,. .. ,"' t t ~··tt•r· t 
I t Of'l t h l t t• o (h t hU nt b irJ• 
• cN!d t:• In Jlt"'ft""l"' ' "'• "'"""'" 
f ttlml tiOI'I- 1 fNMA~V".f\ pH\IhU 
•• blr11• ,,.. th • nnt p! l (" , .. 

T,.r oh)~lt ob-.r•"'Ct tt• Dvc ~ 
• r. h• ul t. ~r• •~ • ...-mi ·t~tdu. , 
l•r forr~'UIHOI'I . no t '" th1 \" ·•t'lo•pe 
In tt.t\~c" rnlantcwt to-.1 • •" _ ,. I 

. , cloft"t t1oubt th •t eo-,.• r~lh . 

I "•"• '""" IJOfft• tNt et biM fnt • 
m au..- ·~ t~at\t H to bit 11"1 
N rftt thln.a we uw.• 1M M 1 11d. ~ 
hn•.-vlf 

Tilt ~•ld••lll!.ol . J .. to-• llllh I 
t t l• • et ,.., , • .,. ... ..,. tolkt' lft l~Mh 

pull • ott ttt• txpkttl•• • or''.t 
t ftuatl __ ha.,. "'"' r.,erttll!t ~ .. 
l.t.,oll • .,,..,.....,, oll.ub-~ aiMII 
u"• re1'-1.._,, duti.ne t.h.t b•1 f•• 
rl i ,._te .. AU fll•t\tt tt•v• ~ ••· 
l)lnted . , n•htl f t Offt ftol\fth \It 
f!MJth er r~rt.,•••• t~t l "'t11.,-...t ' " 
t hh•r t.:·•I'I • J)M ,.,. v.,.,.,... '"'" 
~ • t \"'" • · Ot't 1• t HM'!"'' t we to .......,. 
M'rtoM• t r • r"f"1Uifeod f Of" ,..,« 
bfl l"'t e hof'fh tt\ Cl• .J ' 1"1\lt t'; f Vi.fi'W 

J a""" 41V1n ~ 2\U A"'h"•t 
u lt"" '" ' " •• , h., • Cf'lof\\ 1"~ 
t l'l l .. thttiU a r• n~ lftl COI'"DJt t f'• 

1

1• erownl't tl\• • ·or1 t • '"'- u t n ,.,.., 
noM.r anol1 :o mt ... utf'• H• · •~rt ,... 
" • trtw-d t"'tm Fri U• r th~ ' " t 

1 
t~at • t.o• o:r• n h~ ...... tl'l • f'OII U• 
C&u\dft t -. .. • h• t t~w Ml.-M b.

t Rt porH of the (lhf' f"U ... ,... ..... .,. 
h.• .. • c a ... J.f'd 1'\ltrfl'~t ov"' 111.• n .. 
tlnf". b wt r , '""'""' " ~'~I JlrfliU•r "'" '" 
H'< t.t h 1\ ,. b...n r " • h t t'S tr l"tft'' "• h • 
t r ~~'"'' f"t •h• touftt '",. n~ hf'r , ,.. . ,. 
II\ th4 P•nl"• "ttlf'. "''' A~trlllft 
Of" J C l "u•ae. .... ,.a.d rtl Tf"l'fl • 
bkt.t\ttl d~P~''tf't.,._ \. • "C• ftl'l t!W'tl 

i pMtt'C .. P" t!f v. h a t • •• '-'loCI '"' 
1 b. ' """ .~,." .. ,..,..,,.,.t. . ,.,. ·•""' 
I ( ftf" Chl'4 lf"' trt• P lfh•l t ""' l ftl'• h 
1 
,. . ,.. nnt , .. Y...t _, ., bu f't• • 

t .$1\ th.u • "'~" th1n u • • , • 
'"'"'r~ly • fl•r ""' t ,tl l"l tn,h 

f f)11d • H ,...,., ,,. ,.~ fulh ~""'• '' • 

I M I ... ,,.,. • · -·· -"- I 
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SECRET CRAFT OR DUCKS -- THEY KEEP OBSERVERS GUESSING 
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Ln Lr LS n rea 

* * * * + * {!)T HE '· flyinJt wh;ttstt~" ('nnt inue r Panhand le-South Pla in ~ pomts'•) 
,.----------------, mrrrily on tht'i r \\'tty-but the have sit::h teo the ob i ect~: sin cr . ,.-.-----1-/~-------r }) 9 . argumrnt I!Of"!\ on. Ann i ( tt ciuck The only th ing is that tno!'c who I ; / . j 

· - . ·.,-.- --:, • we:trinl! a li~hteci m iner·~ cap ever "~ec" bird~ ~tick to thflt theory 
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'"Uh . . . 
PreUy Good 

~ \ ~j@~ 'l \'_ 

~~~~~~ -
~j 
·l u c r c r • 

\ nrr 

Intert"~tf:d In A 
• Yarn, Mister? ••• 

~aucer, tht'rt' ·~ ::oin~ to ~r quate a 1 Tech instructors anci ot hC'r~ hi~h- { 
httltl r nvrr who C':tll ~eci thl" mn~t , l.v rcl ia hlr-nrlmit tht'" ton ha ve 
commotion o\'er Lubbock ;tnd other ' ~i.!!hl t'd b i rd~ bHt ~(l .'' nthN ob1ccts ' 

• 
I 
I 

South Plet i n~ towns. definite!.'· arc not b:rd~ . 

A~:t i n last ni::hf, as h:ls hC't'n the La~ t n i.;ht, ore " ( rt !:::·oup o( 
1 

ca~C' ;llmo~t t'\'rn· nit!ht r C'cc nt h · , !'cienuric obscn'Cr" frnm the 
• • • 

rr~ idcnt~ ctliiNi in to rcpnrt the Texfl~ Terh (tlcu 't~· <\n nou:·ccd that 
my~trriot J~ nbjcc' c:. ;lroup haci fu r!ht'r· "li C'" t:~ntiat eci 

Lubbock dorsn' t h:l\'f' <\ mon0p- it.s bc lit'f that ' he nl''CC~" arc not 
oh• on thc illum intltcd ''thin~s'' b i rd ~. 
whic h' jumpeci in to p rom inC'nce 1 "Thrrc h:~,· r bClcn ~ htc"' fli ~ht" 
when th ree Trch racu!ty mrmbcr~ I tonight . and a! las t we observed 
s i;:htcd a st:· i n~ or li;!h " tr:H't'l lin~ on~ ;:roup pa~.sin:: :~~cwC' a doud 
frn m nnrthC'a .st to c;nu ih'\ C'.Sl O\ C'r ,,·hich _t:tt\' C IIC\ rt :rorc- concrrtc 
thr hnrt7.on :~ ;1n .. maC'diblC' . ici C':t o( the alti tudr. As.st;ming tha t 
spccci'' twel\'(~ rl r~,· c: acn. A lot o! ~urh t1 dot:d C"O~scci Lt:'·,bork at 
prnplf". in Am ;11 illo. Bi.t: Spnn:: . j 2,000 tee t. 1hC' ohj f"c~-: w :-:.:lci h3.\"Cj 

1 Lamesa, Brownfield and other .Set MYSTERY. Pa~'" 10 
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..,. 1'! Vr A ·' lnu Dy Da l tr~ \ \ ,,._ 

' 'Say. Bub ••• About Thoso 
Flyin~ Saucer Stories ••• •• 
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Mystery Objects 
.c ... - ,...,_ ,._ .. OMI .... .......... '--..... ~ .. -

11(- - - .. - II I~-~ 
IMNI7 - 1111 ....., """ .. -
""· I 
~ .......... £ ···-· · · • • ............ ... 
- 0 ....... , .. a tau• .. lldh I I .............. ----

I N .. IIIIIW .... IIWJII ... ... - ....... ---...... , ......... ~ .. :-"" ,.,. ..•. d........... ,,. ..... .... .... . .... 
Pn'u•tr &I r,e ' '12 tr 
Tile"'""' r • ._,.,. ... ..,. 1111 

M....-u •ft'e ~••1111 n,... .. 

1 
"""' lrll ii.M' eltt•••L ,... CAA ....... n, •• ,.. ..,... •'"'-" ...,. 
euta6* ,. ...... .W M IJJrad•l • 
1w •" ...._ ,.,... .. ••nfna 
.... - - .. - - · IIWI ...,,._ ........... 11W lllotlta 
....,. 11 eltltuf• Ian..,.. "'M.· ....... ~. ..... - , ... ,,, .. _ 

1lw ....,. .. nr ..wt u ~14 '-t"'• ,,. ............ . . . , .... 4Ift 

tM ......... tiM t .- . .. ..... 
Chln.e 1MW •••1"1 ' hff-vft lN 
1 ft' ., ... ..... • Aft , Yo-rWMI . 

d~~elt ....... r.ll t - I t -141 1M 
l m,...i_,. .. 1 1m 1 f\11 ll ,..._ 
iiJt , ............. 

1"1wre It M ._,.,.that-_.... ... - .............. _ 
.. "-" wttM••• ... ""' ..... 
...... ~ .. ' ""' I """" t-Ilt I • lh 
...,., 411 t"'A! .. .... "' ... .,. ........ 
on •lito PIID·• •"" ~ . .. - 1110 
nlohu - , ..... ........ .... -
fP'\\f"':m•• f'Oiftri""'"d 

ft ieht • t he Meh et tM Nr• 
tf't\t ....,., ,,. • t.o ,,.. ltt..tlt"' 
-.1 ~ ... ..-.~\ .. Mt«U f' •ftlle ....... tt ," t Tnl!fteft•• erf\fl\t~;,t 

~·· ·~· '"" nKmtr'J .... 
"at• •n"' h nUJtk• • •--~ ' "'' ' 
toOtl'rt wi,W CNI M~flflktftd F..rU« . 
tt h•" .,....,. ' "1W)U""""' t.t-at n•• 
a' · M·C ._ftpt'\"t t•••• .. ,,~ l ot) tM 
m•"~ at Ut All,-~· ~ M • •· 
"~" i""'•tf't,. , )0 "'Itt• trnrn Lu~ 
bt.tk • nd •tlt • h.h·'l •"• ,.,..,. ot 

1 
&Y\d--d f""' _, •• .., 

"' Ll9loOO To tloi!Mt 
~· tlO ••I i n ''""' of \JwiM • ~ .. ... •h• ~}f'lr'tl ·~- ~ ""' ,., I 

.. t N t "''" .. "'11•1 .. t•Ut iJ tM " '• Sclnn• ,._, lA .. ~,.., A ir· 
_.,rt ('lftt<U 1t Wh& 1•11t\t.fl 11\.t 
• ,.t\at.uu• tt\cr" _.,.,H M;\ ttut 
.,., ,.,~ . , . """ h i Pil t lteuft':t .,.. 

r.c1d ,,._, f'!'*W "'a-t "'' oe,.n. 
tlytnc '"'' ,-twM A1-o, f'tMn ta.av. 

I 
r•port.-d tM MtJ«ta _..., ct.cuh 
lhat • ..,, , • ..,. '"' t~ aca. 11 tM 
tiMt TtJr~u kftofll:flll 1 b•a tw,~e ' " 
tht> tu rd t heory. t•~• tt I• 1\ .dtfJ 
tmo~bk ' " ·• ' a,.,.., • ~le -. 

I fiJ •na Uut .,,," or. ' ' "' ttwt 
d 'l#,. .,..a-t bot 1 0\ft l .. th. . , • • 
crf"'hb&. ~~-- n".tnlltlifiiM. 

Ju - •'" tV~t)'Uuna ttut n trtM-1 
tl\e ""bloc loMy illo -nrl~l 
• ,._, . ... u .. " •"• h ·okl"d • aui'I'\Mt 
nt fin f • tc fWd ~«n"filtt froM 
pr•""'"'" ~nt.,rob en:l 4•~d'' I 
M t"Mklt lftdiWt"'•lf 

hillt Te ••- 1. ... 00 
FCJIIu • b& N 7 IM n.r1n 1 • h•t·1 

•Jt.1 a r. d iH'IIlJ nr blrdt pucnt t M I• 
Mnl •nalt tn Lu.t-b!-.Ja 1 11"ff1'V."7 

I 
• • p...r t ttftt l•c.htlnl end A.J.I 
.. LI,~" • ' ""' t M ••r" I n '~" 
, .. , ""'" .. lhc , .... .,.., . , lM' htfttt f'l!t 
r«-tiHt ott tmct• tl}tftl O\ H ttw 
n tv- • net ctu - • an,. •"• ••~ 
"no~-~ '-" fly • t rttt \jvtl.r f ut 

·~·~ t • YttUr •••~ lt '"' t") •ft u 
,. :_ht .. .,. ., P"~"''"'~ ot ,,_ dwk 
ttworr. "• !\d. ""'-"~:•"· _, et1WIU• 
""'-' ,,. \ct 1 • o or thrN MC'Oftd~ 
tOt' • f ~>rmettoe ot d w-lu .. ••u 
Into a rtd eul .t ..-. t ••n.ae ., 
~ ~•tOft u t "t1 h • t10'd f't\tll aootll•• 
tnr tot'l'l• th•nl t~l\th of k •t 
l'ltt:, •NI tOf'l~ntritt fMIII I!Dfneo• 

thtfl • enlw 1 '"""' h-..nd...-d IMt "' 

I 
th• l it. ""'' • ou:C: ruh• •Mt 
t.hf' t • •• wtin& lA f"'lot,.l 1 dwb .. 

• """"' ,..~nb: .. ""'"'"'' uw •uldM .. ..,-,l• cw w.a~owa oblt'd 

I Otl,.""" TM• ut u.,.·ve .,.,_ 
tl t lltJ ef • w tu ,... O\ . , '«' • 
.. wt Uw •t'ltbtll are " '" lf"a "'«!\ 

t.t•tn • rwt mw-h t\leM r t"'•n ttw 
ttuf'K n_. , ... , - TN1 . .. ct ,.,.,, ttte 

l ··•l'llltllt ftJI)lta .,.. much ltrl "'· 
ter U.•• lM ducat t:ll h\a. - ... - ........ 

T M tt t r t I ltw peopa.. ttf 
t.._,n• . w M eree"t U l&<.nl .W.. an 
tl'l: t f!tM"IM IOftt They .... 1 .... AI 
1\o_.. tlt• •·u b-he ve Uw M "'" 
t\t.tltt • II•• tlw• lite IoOft"'~ 
•.WW.t ~• r1o•• or ,,. , u • nyu,c 
NU~ • .,.,_ I lnttt CUY ·~ 
tp«-akl \ .. t'ftU Wi ft tt~ .,, fot I 
rtr1,,. of "'• ' or "' ~'~•t• .. •r ntttta 
• '~~«' r.t, ... ,.. wpP'-*"d •• drtf\111 

l••" ohoto,npPtt u~'"' CLf tN 
" ' '"' flob , tett a nd ~bhJ"" in 

• Trw " " rrtnc ""•t .. rwnc ,. .... ••••· 
H to f'OftJ&hd at• th• t•o • •1• of 
11'11 n •u,. • C'()f'« rn •" 1 t "- m' t tf'f1ftCitl 
• d·Jr ~obC:• • ~ ,.. .,. ~. Y·•ft•,.... 
"'-J-1 ~ Ia Ill• pktu"" Pro¥• lt"t 
• r tht ,.;, d:.K... •n IOrml tloa. 
t•tt.~rt P""'t\· pooft lftll th""'f7 . .. ,. 
IJ'I. d J4'11lt C'f'Yldft I ,.flM lftOUCft 
h &nt to •• ,.. • ft~t•h"• eM . ~ .. 
, ,.;._. .. . horvw ... • n•r• ., 
o~ ... •• Dr lilt ' " • doo.t>l• v •OM 
~· Ute ~ .. - ......... , ... _ , _ 
t" • d atu twr&oltn• fOf"nteU. l• uw 
Ill,,. ., 1 •v- • Oth.no 11 r Ulol 
.r rht ob}ont .,. "'' " ' .. , ..... 
peopl• N 'l ti'I• Y' ,,.. t~ at WI ·W ... .... _ ... "' ..... " .- -~· • c•.,..,. 

II 1-. Idle Uw ..,.,....,..007 • til 
ttMtltnUf' to ,.,. "'"'H one of ••• 

t .~, .. \J\Iflll NIJUM. I ' ' The ..... 

I 
..... ,.,...,. ....... ~ - .... _.. 
tlrY"Uit• .,..""-"'1 • utt ... "'' ,,_ ,._ 
,fi'C'U , , , I A "''"' ........ , ... ... 
H"P" a t I MrY'IC'I .~ . .... In ,..,... 
Gt ' l t • IU~ "'l.lali\e 4""P' 

1 
""''"• tnt• tM ,.,..,d..,., &..A....,.. 
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r1'6:ii.CT Fro}! SfATUS REPORT !I l ---
• 

J,;.TZ: ?f) Se}f. 51 

-:::-3 (Local): 1500 

LCC,;7ION: Orange, Va • 

.. ~·"'TH ····· \. ' ! OF 'IT l·!E OBSERVED: 
• 

• 

;J.':'I 'l'tJDZ: Unlmm-n 

:-::: .. ;.:n:G: Varied 

sc·~.;;~cr:: Letter fro!!l four ~ :; -:;r.age boys . 

;.n C~ OR CO!·!UEl·!TS: Uo in·;s 5-:.::.ca t.ion 
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JESCaiP'!"IOU OF DlC:DmT: c::.~clar object l-rhi<h ua n so:-.c:.:.. -.es encir cled by a 
c~·.·r im h nze . 
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Lubbock, Te;s;as Trip Report 

6-9 Uovember 1951 

- -- - . - - .... .,, ·- ~ 

• 
• 

I • 

• 

On 6-9 November 1951, Lt E. J. 'Ruppelt made a trip to Lubbock, Texss, 

I 

I 
I 

' I 
I 

in regard to a series of sightings of unidentified objects. 1be folloving , 
contacts •Jere !lade a 

1. Charles Guy, Publisher of Lubbock Avalanche 
2. Texas Technical College 
3. Photogra~her 
4. Hr. Jay Harris, Newspaper Editor 
5. Trip to Brownfield, Texas 
6. Federal \.:ild Life Game t~arden 
7. Heeting with Texas Tech Professors 

A more complete covering could h~ve been made if air transoort.ation 
could have been obtained. 

No etfo:rt vas made to interrogate 
Tech incident because of lack of time. 

Details of Interrogation 

-
l I • I 

• 

• 

• -.... 

sources in regard to the Matador 
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1. 

Lt Ruppelt. 1 accoap·Di ed b7 Mr. AFB Detachaent ot tbe 
• 

OSI, met Mr the 110mi.n8 ot 7 November 19.51. Mr 

belptul in contim1DS all tbe 1ntol"'lation given in the newspaper articles, 

enclosure• to \lSI report. 

However, he waa not. directly connected with the stories so he suggested Hr. Ja7 

Harria, &U tor ot the Lubbock Homing Avalanche, be contacted .. He 

arrang.t tbia contact tor the evening ot 7 lfovember. 

He aleo gave the following names of newspaper people in towns adjacent to 

Lubbock •o llight be able to fumish soae additional information. 

a. I,ameaa, Texas, Reporter Bill Rq 

b. Big Spring, Texas, 'lbe Herald, Editor Bill Whipke7 

c. Brownfield, Texas, Brownfield Mews, F.ditor Jerx7 Stoltz 
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2. 

OD tbe attemoon of 7 llo'Yaber 1951, Lt Ruppelt of ATIC, Capt, Parker, 

and Lt Farel7 of WiD& Intelligence, Rees• AFB, visited Prot. 

at his ottic• at T•Xa• Tecb. 

of the unidentified aerial objects were diaeuaaed tor about 

aD hour. Plot. ered to arrange an evening •eting of several college 

proteaaora wbo bad observed the phenoaaena. 11be meeting waa arranged for the 

evenin& ot 8 No'Yeaber at 19)0 at the home or Dr • 

Ito d.taila of the interview with Prot • will be given a a they are all 

ccvered 1n the NJport ot ths meeting on the evening or 8 rJavember at Dr • 
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Mr. 1 was. intet•viewed on the evening or 7 Novellber 1951 at 

his home by Lt Ruppelt and Mr. H. N. Boasart.t ot the Reese AFB OS! detachment. 

(A description ot Kr a given in OS! report.) 

~. purpoae of the vf:sit. was to obtain further data on the photos taken by 
• 

Mr. , and to attempt to determine the authenticit7. or the photos. Mr. 

was asaiD questioned as to the events leading up to taking the photos and hov 

he took th•. His sto17 was identical to that given in. • 

In addition several other facts were obtained. upon ·seeing the obJects 

rushed into the house and got his camera. He had experience in taking 

pictures at night aa he had experimented with star shots. He realized that he would 

have to give t he objects as much light as possible so he "opened it up", t 3.5 at 

1j10 ot a second, the "fastest" combination for a Kodak 35 • 
• 

0 the object appeared at about 30 tram the horizontal. stated they 

appeared just over a tree top, and the •ntle was measured to be ver,y close to 30° 

'the directioa waa NNE. 'nle objects went a little to his ~·ight and disappeared 

at about 30° troa the horizontal at SSE. This gives an arc or ver,y close to 

0 
120 • ~ thia t~ he •pannect• his camera. (i.e. followed the object witb 

the caaera.) J>uriDa tbia process he took tvo pictures during each night. the 

procedure waa duplicated b,r Mr. and ti•ecl. It took 4 seconds, ti.IMd by the 

sweep secoDd hand on a wri.t watch. This c011es out to be 30° per second. (Note: 

This ia the saae time obtai ned b7 Plvf. ) 

Tbe intert ogating officer, Lt. Ruppelt 1 baa been an amateur photogra~ber for 

14 rears and all the data and procedures given by 

logical. 

were accurate and ver.y 

No progreaa was made in attempting to determine ldlether or not the photos 

• 

• 

• 
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were faked. ato17 could not. be "picked apa~" because it waa entireq 

logical. a. waa queationecl on whT he did certain thinaa and his answers were 

all logical, concise, and without beaitation. He was visib~y nervous but this 

could be due to the tact that be knew Hr. Boaaartt was OSI and Lt Ruppel t 

troa·._p AFB. !his nervousness at no cauaed b1• to falter in hia stor.y. 

atatecl that. the object appeared to be about brighter than th• bri&bteat 

star in tbe alq •. He ca.p&NCI it to V.enua in the ear~ evening. 

into in the interview with the newspaper people and 

collese proteaaora. • 
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Mr. Boasartt ot the RAFB Detachment of the OSI and Lt Ruppelt interviewed 

the Kanagina Editor ot the Lubbock Homing Avalanche, Mr. Harris, on th~ evening 

• 
• 

Hr. Harris gave the following intormation before the interrogation began: 
( 

On the evening ot 25 Septa•~•r 1951, be waa at the news desk of t.he 

paper when a Pzzo.t. o.t Texaa Tech College called him on the phone. 

reported he bad just. eeen an aerial pheno~~ena that would be wort.h a stor;r.. He 

cont.inued to tell about. the "atria& ot beads" that he and two other college 
• • 

professors bad seen in the alq. Harris at first was not interested. 

then said he felt it was important and that by running the story the7 might be 

able to eont.act others who had seen the ph 

use DAM. said he wasn't sure about this aDd endecl the conver-

sation. A few •inutea later he called again and.said that it would be o.k. to use 

hias name and the names ot Prota. were wi tb hill at the t!a. 

and also eaw it. It would fir:st, however, have to be o.k. 1d by the college public 

reutiona people. Tb1a waa done and the story was printed on 26 Auguat 1951. 

Ho further reports ea. in until a few da.rs later. 

On Frida7, 31 August 1951, a photographer who does work tor the paper and is 

highly regarded by Mr. called and aai.d a youna man (Hr. had 

ju3t developed negati vea 1n his studio and he thought the paper might be 

interested in the~~. Tbey advised to bring them over which he did. Mr. 

:!..o o}:C'd t h :-r.1. c , -er and we~ dubious 
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eb out us1 ng tb• because of the poasibili ty ot a hoax. They examined the 

negatives veey carefully however, and decided to use them. Mr. Harri~ then 

called on tbe phone and aga1 n asked them it it were a hoax 'Which he denied. 

Harris then in his words "raised hell with hia" and told hill all the 

consequence• it it were a hoax. He threatened to "run hilll out or tcnm• it it 

were. This did not. Pl&ae and his onl7 reply vae that the pictures were ot 

aa.ethiDc tlJing over Lubbock and that it they were afraid to use them o.k., he 

didn't care. Aa tar ae paJIIlent was concerned anything would be all right. (He 

tinally received 17.50 - 110.00 tor them.) Prior to this, had taken d. rev 

photoe tor the paper and was regarded as an honest conscientious person trying 

to pick up a little extra money on photos. He waa not obnoxious as a lot ot 

amateurs are, always trying to sell photos, but would occasionally take a good 

photo and attempt. to sell it. 

It waa then decided b7 Hr. Harria to put the photos "on the wire service" 

with a sto17. was called in on this discussion and again "read the riot 

act" on ~ possible fraud. This time it was stronger because the pboto was 

going out all over the u.s. Again be struck to his story, md the photo vent out. 

The negativea were sent to AP in Ft. Wort.h to be checked. I.tte Kasazine also 

looked at the photos but rejected th .. because they clai=ed to have many photos 
• 

ot "fiying saucers". The photos and ator,y went out on the wire service. It ia 

unknown which papers used it but aoae did. 

At; this point in the intet•view Hr. Ha•s, head photographer and Asst. Managing 
• 

Fditor, vas called in and gave this information. When the story of V-shaped 

lights caae out some people imaediatel.y branded th• as cucks or some type ot 

migrator;r tovl. Later when photos were printed, the argument as to 'Nbether 

2 
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or not thq wre adgrato17 to-4 up. Mr. decided to tr.y to get a picture 
. 

eo he stationed hi maeU on top of the Lubbock Ava) anche Building with a 

4 x 5 Speed Graphic loaded with a tungsten ASA 80 tilm and a GE /122 t'la3hbulb in 
• 

a concentratin& reflector. He nor.mally uses this sa=e equipment to photograph 

night tootball gaaea. He can get a normal negatiYe bT shooting t 16, at 1/100 ot 

a ~econd and deYeloping twice the 

be sat on the root and bad his 

time in Dl-60 a developer. 'Ibis night 

set at t 4. 7 at 1/10 ot a second. He waited 

eoae t~ and a nock of some type of birds flew over. 'lhe.r were visible in the 

light ot the aodiWil vapor street lights used in Lubbock. He zshot as the fiock was 

overhead. He aleo stated that ho <new they w9re birds before he took the picture 

because be could see th• dimly outlined. They were in a ragged V-torution and 

silent., which is unusual for ducks or geese, it they were ducks or geese. He de-

veloped hia negatiYes and round the so we&lc he could not. prin~ thea. Cn 

the next night be attempted the same thing using a Kodak Ret:l:x ..at t 3.5 at 1/10 

with Super XX til:., a /122 bulb and the concentrating renector; the results were 

the sa•e. Mr. assumed that with his experience he zshould know that 

he was in .a position in the city to get a ot light on &117 birds tlyin& 

over hill. this, be is eonYinced that whatewer took a picture of was 

many time• as bright as the birda he unsuccessful~ attempted to photograph. 

Mr. added that 80118 time back he had att•pted to photograph 

an eclipse or the moon. He ran into difficulty getting enough exposure, further 

indicatirc that shots were of a bright object. (This was later disproved 

\ 

• 

by taking test photos ot the moon. It is possible his statement wa3 misinterJ*t,ed.) 

Hr. Harris i:apressed the inte"iewera as a typical newspaper editor. He 

made it ver,y plain that be was not one to have someone use his paper to perpetu-

at.e a ho•x. He ha.s thorougbl.y checked both the photos and reports and believes 

• 

• 
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tbe people bave seen 1ftg and the photos are not faked (i.e. :tome t hing 

f111a8 over Lubbock.) other source• coati~ this !act and stated that he 

has a reputation or 

He stated be 

purpoaelT played down the articles because he felt that the obj ect was possibly 

Air Force project, he was 110re sure when the AP did not investigate. (We 
• 

knew nothin& about it tor several weeks.) 

He believe• the people wbo aaw this object were not seeing birds. 

people did· bircla because there waa aozae bird !light actirlt;r in the area. 

Ria observation on a great •exv reports waa that the people vho saw ducka knew 

the7 were ducka because they- could see thea. The people who saw V lights knew 
• 

the7 couldn't be ducka. At leaat one experienced duck hunter who aetw them threw 

out the duck idea. Therefore 1 hia idea was that a lot or people were conscious 

ot the lights, were lookial, and saw ducks and knew they were ducka. Other saw 

the real thiDg and knew tbeT weren •t duck• • . 

• Harria 1 state..at on waa that be haa seen a lot of takes in hia time 

and it ia a take he ia the best 1n the bueineaa and wasting his ti=e 1D 

college. 

In an~n~er to a quir.r about aightinga 1n areas without a large concentration 

ot ligbta such aa larger cities, Hr. Harris stated that they had received calla 

troa ~ people 1n ..U town a and 1D the count17. Al 1 report a were about the 

sa•• aa tboH reported 1D the newspapers. 

a. The objects were migrator, birds. 

b. The object• were a group or string of light traveling trom H to S 

at a high apeecl. 

Another instance aentionecl by Mr. Harris occurred several nights after, 

25 August 1951. An Air Force Capt from Reese AFB called to tell ot the object 
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he bad aeea. He stated he had read about the objects 1n the newspaper and did 

not belieYe it. HoveYer, a few minutes before he had called, he had seen the 

same phenomena as waa mentioned io the newspaper and waa now conTinced it. waa 

tne. He atated that he bad fiown jete and had been aroual t h• and that this 

object was mucb taster than a jet. He said he couldn't give his but would 

be slad to clear the sto17 through the base PIO. This waa neYer done, boweYer, 

aa the editor vaa not ar17 more stories on the incident and all' recorda ot 

the captain'• .,... wre gone • 
• 

Mr. Barrie had been in the newspaper buaiDess about 20 ;rears. So• ot thia 

time waa spent a• a PIO during W II. He has a reputation or being Y -3ey honest 

and will priDt not,hq unless he is personally eure it ia accurate. Tbia ie 

brought out b;r his Yer.J co•plete investigation or the authenticity of the "string 

ot beada• etoriea. 
• 

Mr. is conaidered one ot the best photographers in Lubbock. He baa had 

a studio tor 1DaJ17 years before C()lling to the newapaper. All the t1=e be bad a 

studio, he worked tor the newspaper on a pali'"T--•T- baaia. 

• 
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On tbe mornin& of 8 Nove.ber 1951, Lt Ruppelt and Capt Parker of Reese AFa, 

drove to Brownfield, Tex•s, to investigate reports b-om thie area • 
. 

Upon arriTal at BlXMlfield, Jerr>7 ~oltz, l:tclitor ot the Brovntield Hews, was 

con~cted. He •ade available all back issues of the newspapers. Several reports 

ot incideata were found dated between 25 August and 31 August 1951. Tbese were 

to the Lubbock deacriptiona ot the incident except tor one reported by 

a Mr. 

Mr. waa a man about 65 7ears ot age. He had lived in West Texas all 

hie lite and is now retired. On the evening or 25 August 1951, he and his wife 

were aittiD& the bacqard ot their home when they noticed this group or lights 

go overhead troa I to s. Tbe7 were described aa "kind or a glow, a little bigger 

ca=e oYer. Neither night was in a V shape, merely a group or about 15-20 

lighta. So.. tiJDe later a third group flew over but. instead or going straight. 

over the7 circled the house. This group was either lover or in a different 

positioa because Hr. stated he could see the objects and they were birda. 

At. the a&M tiM oDe or bircla called (i.e. chirped) -and Hr. identified 

the sound aa the call ot a ploYer. 

He stated the uxt (26 ~ 1951), be read t.be Lubbock 

Mornina Aya]aache 1a account of the incident at Lubbock and if he had not identified 

the objects be saw aa PloYer he would ha•• though he had seen the thing. 

Lt Buppelt and Capt Parker than went to the county Library and Brovatield 

High School Librar,r to obtain intor.mation en Plover. It was round that there 
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vas a speclea ot PlaYer with a white breast but no additional in/ormation could 

be obtaia1d. 

~ thia tme it vaa too late to go to Big Spring or Lameau., 'lena, 110 

the otticere returned to Lubbock. 
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6. 

On the atterooon ot 8 Nov•ber 1951, Lt. Buppelt and 6apt Parker contacted 

the Federal Wildl i te GaM Ward• at the Poet fJttice Building in Lubbock. The 

purpo .. waa to deter-iae the habita and description or Plover. 

It vu detend.Decl tb&t. there are several kinds of Plover. Several tJpel 

have white breaata ancl are found in Weat Texa1. The bird is about 8" long ADI 

baa a wiDe aprn ot about 1 ' • It will ~ at aight and in groupe but the groupe 

&N uauall7 not larger tb•n 5 or 6 birda. Tbey are knov&o te soutb troa 

late Aupat till the a1ctdle ot r. Also the7 have been seen in tbe Lubbock 

locality recentq althouab not in great nwabera. Tbe7 t~ at about 1000' or lower 

at a maxt•a ot SO Mpb. 

'lbe s- wardc had not read the articles about the "objects• in the paper 

so was with the description ot the objecta, but tended to doubt it the7 

were Plover. He added that they might be ducks but not geese because geeae con-

tinuall7 "honk" aa they tJ..y over populated areaa • 
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On the evening of 8 NoYember 1951, Lt Ruppelt and Capt Parker mat · ;1 th 

tour proteaeors ot the Texas Technical College to discuss the aerial PheDOMna 

they obH"ed over a period of time from 25 AUBUst 1951 until about 15 6ct 1951. 

Thoae preaent were: 

in Dr. 

a. Ph.D. in Geology but aleo well versed in all fielda ot 
science. 'rbe ...tin& was at hia home. 

b. Pb.D., P1sofeseor ot Chemical qineerlng 

c. Pb.D., in PbJaics, presently head of the Texas Tech. 
a.ograpb Station and has previously spent several years at 

!he UniYerait7 ot Alaska studying the aurora. 

d. Plot. Head ot the Petroleum Ftlgineeriq Depart•nt. 

On the evening ot 25 August 19511 were sitting 

7ard discussing a project on ad.cro-metet9t1tes that 

is conductil'll at Texas Tech. They were counting meteors when the ti rst object 

passed over the yard. They stated they were surprised at the sight and began 

discussing it. They agreed that it another object came over tbe7 would att .. pt to 

find out aa.e or ita characteristics and about an hour later one did co .. over, 

one listened while the other two ti.melit. This object 1 and the first oae 1 

waa a Hili-circle 1 about 160° arc, of lights. There was no discernable noiM and 

the angular velocity was ney close to jo0 per aecoad. The direction was about 

I to s, and they passed 1,0 -20° west ot the Zenith. The men could not agree on -
the color except that it was yellowish to white. It varied in intensity 

and 'flt.a "'"'Iwhat la.rger in area than a star. An men agreed it appeared to have 

ita ow ligbt source. Since 25 August 1951, these men and several others 

have seen more flighte, approx1tM.tel.y twelve. They all were ot 

-
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'tbe nature as t ' first except there was no regu arrangeaaont (J r formation .. 

Ot.bera vbo baTe Hell the objecta well in the presence of the original three mea are: 

•• • Pb.D. iD Oeolo11 • 

b. 

c. tor Pb.D. 

Dr. AatroDOIMr troa Tex•a T•cb, has not observed the phenoaena 
• 

but baa heeD present at all the investigations. 

Several cbaracteriatica ot the object baTe been noticed b,y the observers. 

Tbe l!Pt.a allf&7a appear at. about 50° in the S or SW, 'nle7 never gradually ccae into - -- - ~ I . . .. 

- 0 
rl.ew or sraduall7 disappear. Its "span angle• troa the ground was about 7 -SO. 

e 
!be7 follow a roU&b schedule beginning about 2120 and appearing evef7 hour and 10 mi11 

utea untU three flights paaa overhead. The men have att•ptec:l to determine 

whether or not there 1a 81\7 fol'll between the lights by teyiDg to observe stare 

between the llshta. Tbe7 have been unauc:cesaful.\ however, due to the great 
• 

speed ot the object. Once they thought they observed stars between the objects 

but could not be sure. 

The group ia coDtidmt ot the angular veloci,ot the object of )0° /second 

troa mea~nta ot several tllghta. Stop watch~s. and protractors were uSed to 

•••ure t• Md aaglea. SeYeral attempts have been made to mea ~the altitude. 

On o~ one occasion baa there been •"1' clouda and theae were widely scattered, 

The object• a~but did not pass cloae enousb to a cloud to obtain a 

relative altitude. 

Several other at ~La to dete~e the altitude were made by using triangu-

lation froa a measured base line. On tbe first occasion an eleven ~· base -~ 
lL"le ~used with home-made angle 

measuring deYices set up at each end of the base. Radios were used tor 

coPDunication troa one end of the baH lind.- to the other. Another night a 

shorter baa~• was used. On the first night, neither party observed the 
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!llghta although t·..ro ot their ldvea saw t h em troa the ci ty • On the second night 

• 

onlf one party thought the7 aaw the object but tbe7 were not able to get a 

measur-Dt.. The object appeared to be very low over the city ot Lubbock. 

A third att•pt, was made by Dr. the aetronoJHr. He questioned 
~ 

three people wbo eaw the object aa (their position and the 8J18le ot obs•rvation. 

Thia technique is used in plottin& the path ot meteors. He arrived at an altitud~ 

to the taa abe obMrYation so it could have been another object abe saw. 

conaequentq, the7 are not puttiD& an.r reliabilit7 on this altitude measurell8nt.. 

'be» other iDcidenta took place which the group would not aention at 1'1rat 

but !iftall7 did. They qualified the incidents with the ata that they are 

eo abaurcl the7 bave never •ntioned th•. 'lbe first incident happened to are • 
vbo accorcUna to several people is a veey caba • Pxot. 

stat~ tbat abe ruantng into the house one evening just at dusk ver,y excited. 

Due to her usuall7 , the excit•ent was ve17 apparent. ·She said aha had 

s••n a veey large tlTinl wing type aircrart, making no sound, go oYer the bouse. 

She could otter no .,re description. Pxaot. could not remember exactlY 
.. 

wbea it took place aa be bad passed it ott aa beiq too f'antaatic. (Hotea 

Nearq identical to 25 August 1951 aigbting in Alburquerque, New Kexic:o.) 

!be next incident vaa obaerYed b7 Plot. and Dr. and baa 

b .. D titled- Honor•. Tbe Ma were aittia& in the 7&rd waiting tor 

the"9:20•, a ter. coined tor th• first object ot the evening to pasa over the .. 
observers. (Strangel.7 enough, there was a remarkable amount or regularit7 to 

the tligbta ot the objects.) All of a sudden a group ot yellowish lights c acrosa 

the ;yard very low, and according to Plot. they had a "wiggling" motion. It 

upset llr. considerably, consequently the name ' rror". 

Again the instance was dropped because no one el se in the neighborhood saw it and 

it was ver,y low. 
• 

• 
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IJ N CLASS IF I~- D 
• 

• 

The tir~t or & series o! s !r~ti~~s r~ln~~ to thi s 1ne1~~nt ~c~~rred 
th"l nen\nr o! ~5 ..:uet15t 19 ~ 1 ~t fi')? T'>=<1=.a ~l;r :.!J C ~~-=-. Fo1~ ":'CXft:l ':ech-

• 

nicr.l Colle~ pro!es::ors ·..:ere sl t ~lnf 1n the br.cqarJ -:>!' ono of t.~e profes!!or' s 
~mea ob~ervinv :r.eteor1 u~s in Clnj~c tion u1 tt a sti...dj' o!' r.icro:1c tcor1 tes being 
C&rr1ed ~t:.t b;: t!'\'3 CY.>llC'f'C • ~ ~ ;:110 they obser-1e .: e fTOU!> Of 11 r htr. pn:; :; OV c r 
he:~cl f'r-.>::1 U t..:l !.. • :b'! livh ~~ ned about the S&::P in :.e:-..ci ty 8 5 a bri~ht. stAr -
but verc lar~cr 1~ ar(•e . The al t i tu.;e w n no •_ d~~r::-.lnc-d b ·..: t t~ey traveled -
·~a hip:h rat.e or 87l~f·~. The ~&~~!:rn or tho 11;--t:ts \10 5 aJ oost Q ~crfoct se::l1-
c ircle c?n taj nln? ~ ~ to ~ 1nd1 v idua.l lire ~s. Le tcr in tho nenlnr a 
z:SnSlar incident V&S observoc fi!l_: darinp 8 "::>-r1-:>--: of abou t three •.:cc~:s 8 

total Of 8~"::>r~1..-:.<s ~A:l7 l\1Clve (12) tn;Ch n1~hts lo:~re o'.leervcr! ly ~hc!:e ~c:; • 

• 

a. The Head o!' the Pct..-.oo1eu:J Enr1neerinc- L..e .. artap~nt r 

b. hotcBsor of \.leolOrjr, has Ph.D. 
c. ?roressor or ?h1e1cs, hns i'h.£..;. 
d. Plo~ee!or of Che=J.cc.l :.."".rineerlnr, bns Ph.D. 

Bea1coa the above r~ur cen ~e rollovine; have observod tho incidents a 

a. Professor or !-tathenat!ce, has Ph.L. 
• 

b. Graduate stu:!cnt \:ork!n~ on Ph • .., • 

In addltloo, a Professor or ~~trono~ va~ con~~tc1 on th~ inclcent, but he 
did not observe any of tJ-.E:~e filrt-.ts. 

ThP above nent1oned cen tc~k a per~ocal ~:erest L~ the pheno~ena ar~ 
t:D'!~rtook r:. stt:dy o!' the objects. Attc:1~t:J were ::..:1~e to obtc.in a.~ s..l ti tud9 
r.ea~t!r~r:cnt by layir.f' out a t: : ~:n..red base line ?<:r;>enciC'~lle.r to t..'lt uf:ual 
ni;;ht path ::>!' tlu· object tt i :'llscin& anp,le ceas:..rinr. devices eat ~he one! or 
the ~ae l1n£ 1 ho\:~er, ell t~~ir atte=?~ fn!l~ because the o~Jects did 
not &f'?Nr on the n1{:hts the otse:-vcr:; ·.-ere ""~ t!.n~ for the:n. 

• 

Frott the ser!C'S :>f obse!'"'T~ ~ions, tlle follo ... -i.r.g rae~ "'·ere o ~ t:lined: 

a. The ant,cl.ar veloci tj" ll!" U:c object. vo.s very no&rl:; JQO of a.re per 
Gecond • 

b. 71\cre was no so1;n:~ t~.Lt could be !lt~b:; ted to ~~e ob~ect. 

• 

e. The ~erlod bfttw .. en n~hts vas about on~ hour &..'lei 10 cl.nutes. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
• 

• 
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At thia poiDt in tbe conYeraation the Wlusual me\.eor acti'Yity in the SW 
• 

United st.& tea waa broupt up. The group, w1 tb Dr. 

baa alread7 att•pt,ed to aa.ociat.e the tomation ot l i gbta with this activity, 

, tbq could ti.Dcl no aaacociation the two. Dr. 

the fact that the aeriea ot eYenta terw'nating with the large meteor t hat !ell. 

in Okl.ahc.a on the momSns ot 7 NoY•ber 1951 vas verr odd. They did not follow 
4 1. 

the general pattem ot Mteore. 111 exj~::~di tion aeveral Southwestern Colleg~• ... 

is now to att•pt to find the one tbat ia auppoaed to have fallen jn 

• 

~everal. Mteora were reported to have fallen i n the Lubbock area during the 

period Lt luppel.t vaa there. In two instances people reported crashed aircraft, 

and Lt Ruppelt was preaent when B-25s were sent out to search. later the locations 

vbere tbeae •cra8be8• were reported were exa•i ned by Texas Tech people. 111•7 

picked up aae •terial that allegedl.7 caae f,.!911 the qpject. A piece ot this ----=--- - -·--·- 0. ~ --- --- ·-
material baa o btai.Ded and will be anal¥zed. It '17 be asb fro• the mav 

cotton gina located in the Lubbock area. According to Texas Tech ch•l ~ts, it 

it is the potaaaiwa content will be hi&b. ( L '' "' r•·+ • " (i 1,) 
• The abowe naMd aen together with Dr • an astronomer at Texas 

Tech, baYe dnelopec:l a •err great interest in their objecta. Tbeir genuine 

interest ia brou&ht out. b7 the tact that the7 devoted an entire evening 

discussin& the •etter with Lt Ruppelt and ~pt Parker, aDd the7 preY1oual7 have had 

man.r a .. t.iDI• between theaelves. The7 retuse to recognize Bn7 aightings not . 

witnessed b7 at least two of the group although\ the7 admit III&IV other reputable 

people have seen the objecta. Thus the figure ot twelve sightings is conservative. 

\ 

I 

Their tera is twlve •otticial sighting•". The7 have made evet7 eftort to investigate 

all possibilitiee as to what the objec\a ""•- be. It is apparent after listening 

4 

• 
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• 

• 

• • 

:to them r erlew what \. .• ey have done t hat t hey are. deepl y intere3ted in t.he 
• 

• 

'J:hq bad dropped thei:r iDnstigation by the time Lt. ~ppelt arri vcd becaus• 
• 

they had co.. to the cODclusion that the object was k1ncl ot a new weapon 

beloagi.DI to the U.S. and that the7 would only be peying into so• thing that wa• 
none ot their business. They also reasoned that if sucb an air cratt ~a• tar 

enousb alOD& to be fiigbt tested they would probably hear something lbr.Jut it 

soon &f'l7W&7. It is T8J7 apparent that their int.erest is again aroused ancl tbat 

on the incident. 

The.J are rather ti~ conwinced that the object is not a tlock ot birda, 

~is is due to the great speed at which they travel. It the bird a d id have an 
' 

apparer.~~ great speed, they would have to b~ vary low. Tbe light.a these people 

saw gave the appearance ot being veey high, except tor Horror•. 

Another doubttul point ia the nearly perfect geometric pattem of the first two 

formation. Birds could not do that. The men did state that now that the7 know 

that the Air Force is 1ntere8ted1 they will thor.oughly discuss the possibility 

ot birds in hopes that it is birds or some other such thing that can be explained. 

It is apparent that they were concerned when they found out it wasn't an Air 

Foree project, which they had assumed when no Air Force personnel came to in

vestigate the incident. 
• 

The professors were asked why they and their friends were the oDl-7 onea 

who had seen eo ru:taT while most. people only saw th• on one or two night• just 

arter the newspaper articles came out. They said that t.hey had thought. ot that 
• 

and their explanation vas that the other people had lost interest. They and their 

triends were interested in the object and continued to look ror th•. Taley-

stressed the tact that they were not readil7 apparent unless you were looking 

• 

l 

• 
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r ·or thea. ( Thia carl..' 
' 

borne up by the t act t hat on J morning of 7 November 

the yery brigbt meteor mentioned above vas visible from Reese AFB. Lt Huppelt 

. waa in troat. ot the 8tticer 1a Club with several other people. Only those of 

the group vbo were direct~ at tbe meteor aaw it, and it waa considered 

to be ext;~q bri&bt.) 
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IJN~LASSJFIED. 

HEADOUARTERS 3500TH PILOT TRAINING WING 
Reese Air Force Base, Texas 

SUEJEC!: Beport on Night J'lTing Objecte 

TO: 

. -

Chiet, Air Technical Intelligence Center 
A!".ti: "ProJect Grodge 1 

Wrigbt-Pattereon Air rorce Baee 
Dayton, Ohio 

• 

• 

. • • ·-· . .. .......... . .... •• 1 

~ c't.·J 1~ ff"~ 
• 

: I .,<~ • 
2...1 /Vo" S""l : • 

• 
• 
• t J • • • • • . • • . . • • 

GA-l 

21 November 1951 

1. Reference Yerbal conYereation let Lt E. J. Ruppelt :your Headquarter• 
and Capt X. E. Parker, th1e Headquarter•. 

2. Incloeed ie a etateaent eigned b:y four proteaaora at Tem1 Technologi
cal College, Lubbock, Texas, concerning subject above. 

(·, ' /I f ' 
' • 1.) ' l 0 

1 Incl 
11.Report 

FOR THE COMJWmil!JG OFl!'ICER: 

• 

• 
on Night Fl:ying Objects" (1 c:y) 

1st Ind 

ex a 

DONAT F. DAUTEUil 
CAPT A IN, USAF 
Adjutant 

• 

Pq . ~·lying -r e.ining Air r.orce, \,·aco, J.13~as 2 ~ r:OV 1351 

• • 

2/DC 

70: Chief, r 1.r TPchnice l Int0llit:ence CP.nter, ;. TN : "Project (ruoee" , 
rir'-lt-?a tterson Air 1·'orce I:ase , Lp~rton , C!lio • 

1 Ir.cl 
::/c 

I i 'l'I L! 
- I I I 
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I ,. 

}I k )~ 
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DNGI!ASSIFIEO 
REPORT 

• c--- · ·rG~.., ...,... .. r -{1 0 '3JEGTS • 
-·1 L . ..!. .=' !....!. - L.7 

T:1.e fir s t obs ervations of thes e objects \·iere ma de by I·!e:>: rs. 
P~"-.'"1 e t r.bout 9 :20 P . : : . on .\u 3u s t 25 , 1 ~51 • T\ ·o 

~1 1-:1.te \·rere observed e.nd \ve r e r-tout five n inutes e part. - TheGe 
ob ~ ervers he ve e.~re~d th~ t: · 

(1 ) 7he ob ~ect s \·;ere tr~velin.3 fr om northe['c t to ~outh\·:e:cot r:.nd 
~e s sin~ sli z htJy souther ~t of overher d of the City of Lubboc~. 

<:e) Each f11 ~ht consisted of a s eries 
~ 

formation \~hich covered 2bout 10° 
of 
in 

li;:ht s in an a reuate 
• 

the ~lev. .. 
(3) It was apparent thnt the a rc s ,,.:ere n ot contj nuou s . Inciividual 

objects cou1d not be clee rly c1 i~t1 :t:;u i nheC , but r :.'· t her they 
~ appear ed c. s f,ci rtti !..lf' tin?' :r> Oint :J of blu1 Ph- -·reen c o1 or, 

cJ. ea rJy a!1cl p le.inly vi s ibJe ·,ut n ot 0 ri1 1 i[ nt, Pn<l hPvln~ 
a:pp roxime tely the same 11 lu.rn1rwti oTl P::o hi --:h cirrur- c: oud r. on 
r clFnr moonlig ht ~i -:ht. 

(/+) I m=nediate]y a fter the fl i "•hts it i·rr s cc:t j_;~ro t e~:: th· t the 
l!'elocities of the :'11.:-ht n ,,.,ere thirty de~reE~ y:er s eco~d 
throus h n.n a rc of n i nety cl e~:rcos b e :=:in,., i n .... forty -five c e ::rees 
bel m·T t h e zenith to f orty-five de:;ree:-. o eyonr1 the zenith. 

(5 ) ~oth fJi7hts were i d en tic r l 1 ~ ·· i ~ e , ~h:no , v elocity, Pnd 
c O'!..l r Ge . 

( .... ) 
0, 

Du r i ~-:: t he f o, o·.-: i '!]-:: \·7E:e1~.: the s orr.e ob s.~ rv E- r .::; ··: i t net -=; (;c .. five f l i ·.:-r .. ts -- -'bet··:ee!l the hours of 5' c: ncl 1 2 F . : ., erch p.:~r.: j n:· thro:..·-·n the ~lry 
i':-o-:: north to sont h . Adr it1on21 det r j :~ ore : 

(1 ) On September fir s t ( Snturc:t=~ ) t he ~bove three ~-: r re .~oined by 
1·:es s rs. e.nd On the t ni ::·ht t'-10 
fli~hts \·rere seen s imile r to tho ~e r.revi ~u s l y ceen b , t not in 
t::.e cJ e c- n e.rcuDte fo~m [;lJ ove descr~ bec1 , 1:>'\Jt rr t !-lc r 1:-:ore 
irre9J1E1 r Jy 3rour>ed , and Fit h d efinite f' ro i ·n·i ividut=! l ob~ects 
~rese~t in t he for~c-tion. 

(2) The epp&rent numb er of ob~ect s in t hes e succeedin~ flic hts 
~as been v a r iously Estim~t e~ ~n bej.r~ ~ro~ fifteen to t hirty . 

( 3. 

• • 

The wos t unus u ,. l fli ~·ht \·:r s O~)~ E=rved e t 12 ~ J 7 ~ . • ·: . on 
~ e:;:;t=:::'b er s eco~1d by the five !' ~0""' 1 e ·· :~o t : ·,, :-·et for t he ~u.r
"f.' 0 3e of ma.~rin~ observa tion;. . T~1 ~ f~ i"' '"' t ~ '~ c~ c"1 C.irectl ~' 
0'.rer~eP1 in t r..e rrener~.1 fi ire ctiO!'l Of north tO ~o· ·th , '" nd , -~ ;. 

seen by e ~ ch me~ber of t he :rou~ . 

• 

' 

• 
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tlNCI!ASSIFIED 

::r. observed t hc t in t he c of·e of thi s fli : ·ht , 2n 
irre311l :1r ly shap ed yello\-1 li::ht appeP r ed i n the :cet' r . The 
for·mation included dark diffu s e e.r ee s , e.nd t he a rc it s elf 
qu ivered or pulsF t ed in t he dj~ection of it P tr~vel • 

r:r. fir s t s l :;hted t his f1i :;ht , and desc r i bed it as 
a group of individuclly di r tinc t yel1 rn r f, ~re eF , ~:·! rox1mat ely 
t vrelve or fifteen i n nurr:ber, tr~veling ot on ext rerne:ty hi 3h 
veloci t y , eacl;l '.-Tith a n a.n5Ul~.r f.1['z-nitu c1 e th:}t ' ·foul d be the 
equivale!lt of t,.1elve inches ~-cros s ~ t c d ist a.nc e of thirty 
or forty feet, and in viol ent a: i t c tion. 

• 
?-:r. described thi s f l i ght as havin s." the ar:pea r {;' nce 
of a groun of from twelve to fifteen pale object s in the 
s hape of a quadr ant of a c i r cle , pro1uc1n~~ a. pale yelJ ow 
b l inking li ~ht, a nd ~oving noi seJe~sly . 

The two othe r observer s , 1--:r. ~nd J.~r. <-J~reed 
'I f\ • to the Rbove descrintion s in t he i r es .. ·entiPJ 

• 

The s t a rt l ing che r a cteri s t ics of thi s one fl i ~~t ~~de 
c a!m ob s erva tion difficult to imn os s i ble . -
Tha no:10-~rs of t !1io o-roup 

-~ 

r_avo Sa.Jn a to.!~l of ton Su bmit t ed by 
or t~:3vlo fli ·;ht::; of t~1cse 
objects 1 ·ct.~Jetln c~t .:;unt 25 
x1d a. boat . :ovonbor 1 , 1951. 

~!fNCt:ASS.lElED. 
-

• 

• 

Professor e nd Head of 
Dene rtn.ent of I etroleurn -
En~ineering 

Professor of Geolo~y 
Department of Geology 

Professor o~Chern. En3 . 
Dep~rtment1-or Cheii s try 
o.nd Chem i cfl] En-- 1neerin~ -· ._ 

rrofes~ or ~nd Di r ec tor 
3ei~m olo31 c~ l O~r.ervatory 

DOWKGRADEO A 1' 0 Y ;:_.\ l ~ 1 X · · r~ !1 \' ·\LS. 
DECLASSH' j£0 AFTEH 12 YEARS. ' 

DOD Dl.R 5:200.10 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE Air~ F O RC E 

STATES AIR FORCE 

TH ( INSI'CC TOII C l 'i[II-L. US.H 

5 TH DISTIIICT OHIC [ or S I' [CIA L IIIV U fiGAl iOII !o 

WIIIGHT· I',UfUSO II Alii fOIICl aAI(, OATTOII . O HIO •• t - • • • • tr.. . -.. 
•• al~' a1r1a TOt 

-. . - ·--.-

~ 24-21-77 4 January 1952 

TO: 

ur:KITO"T.'! SU3~CT 
Unidentifi~ Obj~cts 
Fli ght ~rer Lub'oock, 
SP£CIAL r:n Uil{Y 

Commanding Off icer 
Air Technical Intelligence C ~nt~r 
~Tright-Patterson Air Force B'"ls2 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTI!: ATI 

nUth. 'u I 

lnit. ~,......... 

Data 

1. RE>fe~·enc9 i s made t o let t ar, this office, da t ed 15 
!!ov3!!lber 1951, file 24-21, subject c.:;; ~.'.JO\"e . 

2. At t a ch 3d her3to f or ~'our ~dd i tional infor~1J.~ i0n ar~ 
t\'ro c o.,ies of the r eoort of i nv-9s ~i~a ti :m by S::>ecinl .\c:ent 
ii. :~ . E03S~:R.T, 23d CSI District ( I G), f i l e 2L,- 15h, ci 1 t .:d 5 
De cem'jer 1951, subject 1.s a11o v~. 

3. !To further inv~sti~o.tive uc t :Lo:1 i3 co!1t ~"n 1lated , a!ld 
tha f il0S of the Off ice of s~~Ci·il Inv~stiGqtions Qr~ Cl nsid 3r 9d 
closed in ins t ant c~se. 

• 

4. Atte~tion is invit=d to oaragra~h 7, AF?. 205- 1 , d~t3d 14 
!iar ch 19hj, Tlhi ch p r ohibits th ~ d i sclosure of classifi~d i nfom Rtion 
to una'.lthorized personnel. 

l Incl ( in du'!l) 
~/I, DO t~3, dtd 

Con, ,. to : 

5 Dec 51 

'-' ·1 

Hq OSI -.·r/o abv incl 

·:r:'lt.?n Inclosu~e No . 1 j s •:ri thd r;1: 
att~c~ed, the classific ~ tion o 

'.V'lll b~ 

. . 

~ 7. ~ ·{~ .... eLL 
" • r:'~ "i' ._,...., ."l..,h. J,J .. • 

Col o:1el, 
District 

x. o' cor!iJELL 
USAF 
C ol!'!tland er 

..,~"7' / 
%S~~ 

JCJ52 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR ~TERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 :YE..'illS. 

DOP DIR 5200.10 / 

. 52S- ll72 

•••• 11. .. 
UNGI!ASSIEIED 
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D~SSIFfED 
~ ----
' s=:ae :• ... .,..., - .. ... 0. 

.\uth o f CS , U~AF 

-~~:;;,..~- -·- 10 DC3C 195 I. 
~. .D!l! :'Y ~b'U-tl)fAflQ! 

r-~--------------------------------~=-~··~~--------------------~~------ -----------UN I TED STATES AIJit FORCE f lU' NO. OATC 

TH£ I NS~CTOI't GENERAL 
OI"I"ICE OP' SNCIAL. INVESTIGATIONS 

R£J>ORT MAO( BY 

REPOIT OF IHVESTIGATIOH 
•-------------------------------------------~-·~:~/l4~U~.~~ •• ~DC~a~~~~~I%%------------·-----£C~----nru ~(PORf MAOE AT 

UNDOWI SUBJJCr 
t!IWientJ.liecl 
IJ•hbock, 

P£Rt00 

OffiCE OF ORIGIN 

~----------------------------------------- CIOS%0 
CHAMCTU 

--- ----· 

• 

• Iubbock, T r..,. 
at. t.be t.e.l.ephcn1o requallt. ot tt. ~AP..D J. 

RUHII,t• Atr IDt.lJ.i&•M Cct.w, 
Pat'-- OS. ~ tla1o. Im.eniew with FC 
Yi"ed ~ n ronu.1at. eocut.ed 
a 3hvt, hacl-wi'\~- at.M--t u t.o plot.ve• 
1n ,~ • )0 Av.pa\ 19,1, and d~ t.he po•Meaioa 
ol the loA "• · 

• 
• 

• • • .. . -- ~ . ., . . "' - • 
• • 

• • • 

• • ... . . 'l ·.· • 

• J" • -• . , I • r. • ..,- - · c:; . - ·· - -· -.... ""' ,, -. 

AC'T10M COI'Y PO .. WAitDID lO fiLE STAMP • 

-t--Hq ~I 4 

cc, llr T~ IntAU 2 
C'.!nt~~r( ti~ Hq 031) 

ltr • 
Cmt~ 

·lriebt.-Pat.tenoft '' r 
Ch1o 

Force 

1 

• 

CO - .. 'JI"2 . .. ~ .. ""~ 
(info) APPROVIO DO\VN RADED AT 3 YEAR INTERV.n..u. 

..... ..-.~t-o lED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
/J · DUD. DlR 6200.10 , 
~~-/-•c c~ ~~.....,, ~o::::::t' -:;.: • • 

r • . 

Jcro c. setiOr~-u> 
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SS1Fi£D 

~t. ....,..., 
c.t..-• 
en lS 

-

• in an ct•.twt. u, pc:«o: lliiQ.nt cte.f .. -
o£ :,S ._, nc ne~t.i .... 

I aabbcak1 - CQl. f;t o1t.J' 
c.., - !fatale Y. <A 2 o.c.ber 1951. 

1a Jri,.U. n. Jlit,tlta ot a Jri at.S.S• 1D':Iw P1tt.b 
oldie ecn.t1t~e ot the :~d.te\1 -. ~ be 

ol r!tht.a. 

.3. ~ W. t11d !rca t.be intor.at.l .or: cbtaiMd. 
ill the ·~ in*wd t:Y t.htl \lrit.w Ol'" ca t.h• 112~ b.r t.be wit.er 
~ l:tr ~ iJlrrARD .J. ~. Air lbt.e)]t~e c....... ASp . a..,~ ld.Ul the ,_aible 
ot t~ .. ot t.be unident.Ui.t obJct.a QD JO A1apat, 1951. 

• 

· t.o the tnd lWFPa..t. t.lrrcauia -.ct.Mnt. bGw be 
~ b)' 1eroe• t.b• _,ill tt141 ~ ot ttte rMl-

• 

.i---. 1D ~ .4 • t or t he lo•• o! Ud.ny (30) d...-r••• 
ot viae to DOrtA ~ ~ a li "• ot t.a ae• a · lG•• \ll t.hirt.7 
(JO) ot dalm t. .autJl to t.h• c:u1toar -:4 t.he r••lci-..ce tJIM. be 
;.a uaa~ balt ot t.be arc oi Yiaicn in rit~ t.o cct...- objllet.a 1ft 

!'".ia IWtg~~ !'1nUr .-.d U.S M tJwr O..i ;:au.t t.M c•,t..-r arc he pi ed .-1 
t.aa& :.~rae {J) l'!ct.vee ll1ftil8 ~rae~. .... VU7 :p:Jeit.l.Y• ot "-'li• ~U.. 
~ u te lda&tnr\ Mated u.t it. hal newer bela 
loeat.~ ~ ~;d.~ ..... ncK 1a ld. 

; . .. teq--..t t.e .-a ~\ in hi• <*D ~ c.....tDc 
u. ~c. ...... He ~ tA !:lab al'lT :s~t. etat.1Dc 
u.& be W tbe 1llbDla ot tbe iJd..d~ - aft& t.Ms. ~ co•l4 DOt - .._. 
a :S.. Ida ...w& -... _, eltec' en the be · 

b~ t.o talk u CJIIW 14C. r__.. Wr. 
M • lat.er ill ...... 

M•rs• 2 o.o.Mr 19».. 'Nisi:.. r-.i'Nd a call. 
r:-. • that. hi• ears hal t.alDG the !JOee\lxtlit.y ol ~~ 
a wr1t.t.n a~ '-d.tb tda tbat. hM aae a ahort. writ.t• 
:l•& ~c:b ~ 

PO\c:\GUADED AT 8 YEAR !NIT"'."."'~ 
i>ECLAS$1F'IED AFTER 12 XLA!~..;. 

DOP DIR 5200.10 / 
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saa ,.._ l.Ml• ....._. ll•lO N t.ae1r p.ui ~ -.~ 
• .,._ • .,._s.c ~ JarUa c.. I - t.br•• • s-rat• 
~ ol ..,..._ t-.. are ot eec.a4 s:aoap. ~ •• 
(d' t.ad...N anap. Det ;at;,l'te DOt. ~ £ounJ• atJli 1a 
1allf' . 

/-I • 
Qa JO 1951. •tsJttJI 

• 

• ~ ~ .. lat.~ .. t.o or t.ne 
~ u. ~ biiDecl ill "" • • 

- (1) ,..... lr. --- u.t. -
1D ftk ..s Yid-'\T ID4 tW. 

_.... t.e Wl"ke Ib r•f.-riD& t.o t.aUa 
• lO ~ 1951. ...... Uat. t.b• w bee doubthl. .. 
to the ~ ~ U.. ··~•Swe .t W 81d....Uw t.est-.8 an the 
b'l_.. ta1r..,.. 1ft t.a. lW ru.rt.hc that tb••• bate 
~ .,..,.. ~ .... &115 \Mr W uecl U. k'Dad~e ot ~ pb«GI 
~ Ja d.t.7 ..a ..w nat .., ot tbe .._.1.,. beea 

ill .., Wlr• ltd ~ ..U att~ te ~r•• 
a ~ • t.M 7--a- W ,__. 1a ~ U.. ._, pl.ct.uru 
l&icb 1left 11M ~ 

M ~bem 
~ t,ht• cue S.. clo•ld. 
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UNCI .ASSIFIEr 

t ....... 1 o _,. ·-~e 11~ h •..! •:l!: 1-luo-· .. r.i te. • .,.c e1 or ~ 

• 

1. e~ut 50'!) fro .. \ hori zo:1•..nl 
!.n tt-.c: ::::'·..:t.h. ·: ~.c objoct 
~~ n!rere~t ~~rroaehlnr, 
~ 1:: "l --~(! er • 

• 

• 

Attc!'ljlt~ v'.!re Ml!~e +..o ':'bt~1n ~i':e r ·l ... t!.,~ he! ::-r.t of t he ohj cct !n rc:;~t{'ct 
to clouJ~. Jl.o'Je?er, the~'! a~•.r~~~s •-ere o...!!:'::> u...r-. :-t:.cc~ s~· : l tbc to the !uct t.~:?.~· 
the objects :-a~sfJ'i• ~~:.:ccn \.'! :icl·.· ::c!~~~c-:-e J cl'::>t! :s . 

!..rr.,rt~ :.o ~i~;'.J.:.c ·.l!l r:.h·:~ o:- "~· ·. ~t ~~« ~• "'"·:! for~ '"'t"«m 1.1:c Hr!.t.:: 
b;,· tr.tlnr. tJ) fCC st:!rs bet·. c ~n th!:' l1rh·.s ,;ere r-~·~e . 'ihi5 c...l~o \Jr:s \:J\::ucces3-
rul ~ue 11:> th~ short tine the obj ... ct \lU8 in viev. 

This phC!~tl:.enn vu observt::~ bj• at lt:a:;t '1:1€' !".t.n~rcd !J'.:'l:'ll~ in ~n·~ around 
Lubboek, 'Ic.xa:s. ~o::u of thc!!e peo;:>lc wre :>f :he :> ~inion t!:.;.t t.he otjcets 
vere bird::~. 

On the OTen1ng or )1 i\ut"'\lst 19S]., n t et;()ut ~~]) C~'i, a college fres~ 
tro::1 'rexas 'i'ee~ o~serrcd ._"'.r~e rli · ·~. t!! o!' t~c o~~ e'!~ Et..'l'l al~~redly obtain~d 
t1ve pbotocr~?~· He ohta1ncd t·.to ~h:>!.os or l')nt. ~lir.t:t c.nd three of anothor. 
These photos ehov sinrle r:>·.:s of ll;ht 1n 7-!or-....ati~n on tv:> ,hotos anJ a 
double rov on the others. His ~escr1pt1on of the ebJ~ct ie :uch the na~ as 
th~t or the coll~ge ~roro~6ors, e~~ept th~t t~~ eo!:erc ,ro~essors nP,Ver ob
served a perr~c~ V-tor..tatior.. 

(See &?pend1x II and V tor ooes1bly rela~ 1r.e1t;er.t~ . j 
• 

Plojeet ~rudge per3or:.el me::!~ a trip tn l'Jt~oci:, Texns, on 6-9 ~ovo~bl!r 
1951 til obt.eSn !X)re detn.1ls en the 1r.e1~er.t. %·~"17 soure'ls ~o had seen the 
object or ~he vere i~volvod in ~~ sirttin: ~er~ L~terr~~a~~~. A e~nfer~~ce 
vas held vi th th~ college ~rofes~~=-s e.nc! thej- of!"e:-t:~ to 'Jr!. te a ~etail~ 
account or ~~1r o~servat1ons a."'l-: f:>rv~ it ~ A7IC. ':1-.1~ rcnort shoul~ 
be rort.~eo::it'~. 

• 

The phtl~£Ta.,!".er vho clai:-.:s to t-.s'1e ..,~.:>~.,f"T~"'~.ed ~r.e :>~J <. ct v~s !nterro
gatec!. tver;; effort '-l'lS cac!e to f!.:d ~ n~\1 !n ~~e ;"~hoton-l!l;h~r 1 c b.C~OU!lt of 
the inei~ent ~t the rearu.l ts 'Jere nee·· t!ve. :1-.~ :~ll<.~e pr~fcosors c!ici rLOt 
believe ti-c ~hotopro.:-'hs \ler~ au ~!:en ~~e as t.tc;r l:e.~ n(.'V~r ol:sf!rve~ a '1-:;ta~c! 
~oun o!' liyhta. 'lbc;r \lere n~~ :::....n: , Lo\..·~~r, ·..-! . E~c'. r o;· ::lt thcj' hc.d ob
sened the 8&.~e objects that ver e ::'hoton-&.~h'!~. ~ince th'3 L~terrof' tion, t\lo 

UNCLASSIFIED 

r\1'\ !\I r& ~ r U.lX! r,.l -
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• DISPOSITION FORM 
Offm!ASSIF.IED \ 

FILE NO. SUBJECT 

Rescrlcted 
TO ATIAA-2c FROM WCEFP-2 

L·Jaluacion ul 
DATE 

G!: C J - 19~ 

tOMMENl 

:.1r . Chapr.1an/ st;p 
31331/Bl dg 1'( 

1 . ·rhe at t a ched nega tives have b een t valuated a s pe r ~he 
at~;ached Test Report i;'/CEFP-2-4. I t 1 s no ~.~ pos 2i ble a~.~ -.h :i s -. imo ~ o 
con f irm or deny r.he authentici~y of these r>egatives as a ree or d of 
unknown object s against el cher a sc arli ~:. or over cast sky . 11o 1ma ge s 
wcich could be int erpr eted as stars a r e uresenco 

2 . In che event .fur ther 1hoc o~rapnic t e s~.. s are suosoq·;.e nt ly 
desired, to ci 3Cover the spot •''::l~n:i. t uue 8 i LVOl v ecl > l:~ i [-; Lab or& tory 
\'/ill cooperat e fully in car:-ying L.hCT'l Oll c . 

2 Incls : 
1 - 35 rom Negacives( 4) 
2 - TesG Rep~ -WCEFP -2-L~ 

~14 11 ,;..1 ~1'-,'// ifJI- l-c'· 

t! -.lit J ("A,. fJI*t ... , 

.. ., v !),, J-J 

' -~-------------------. -..... 

• 
• 

D D ro1• 9 6 UPUCU flllo!E FORM 
I HI 50 

• 

I 
I 

' 
C(;I·.CLI: !tEl:CE : 

• 

vt'CeFP- 2-

a; c./E F"P- z · 
w t..E!=P 
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tmCCASS\F\E 
• 

WCEPP-2 

) Evaluation ot Negative• 
2 

Kr ~ Chapman/ agp 
313gl/Bldg 17 DEC 3 Tg5J 

1. The attached negativea have been evaluat;ed aa per tbe 
attacne4 Weat Report WCEPP-2·4· It is r~t possible a~ t h1• t !mo to 
coati~ or deQT the authent1o1t7 of the•• negative• aa a record or 

objeota againat either a atarl1t or overeeat aky. Bo 1magea 
ch coul.cl be 1nterpnt•d aa atara are pr•a•nt. 

2. ID the event further photographic teata are aubaequentl~ 
de•ired, to diaooyer the spot magnitudea involved, tbia Laborato~ 
will cooperate full7 in carrying them out . 

• - -.... ... -• ,. 
• 

• • • • . , . 
• 

• 
... ~ • . , I 

... ..:2. •I' ....... • -..... 

. ·- ~ - . ... . .. ;· ..... .. • \.• . 4 • 

• • • • 

- - • - • 

i - -

• 

--~ • 
• 

'D 

-
• 

#. - . . ... 
I • < • , . J ..J.- •• 

' I ., ... " ' 

• 

1. :·r:.cloeed u..., tour JS : 3 nog~ti·.,--ea ru4.: ;.ri4i ,~. ·: ·~ :-..:ga~,r .... a a:e J:Ot go'le~ 
-lODt. ;::-of}'!l'~/, oon~equ~ntq, it. 1:~ ~ated ~i~t tboy lJe :-w_'¥llod caref'ullJ• 

1 ' 

2. It ~ that.. \be DapUna be ... The ttnc!er 
vbicdl thele JMI&tifta ~ ~ ey•luat1oa needect ."01"'8 di.cc:usaed bT !J.r. 
Sv1tt and Lt. E. J. P~,.J.t. ot Air Intel 1 ig.J~.:. ::c.nt.r OD 25 Jo~ber 19~1. 

-.. - . ... "" 
• • • 

':1:• expoa\:J"'' c:1ta i:s u .lollovat · .. • 

a. 
b. 
o. .. ..... . 
fl e 
~ •• 

• 

l Illol 
J5 ta ::e?.&t.iYea (4) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•• 

I I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

S. H. u:l.UANL, JR. • Col, CSA:V 
CM.e~, T30bn1cal ~ia Uinaicm 
Air 'rec.Vmio•l Lntelllgeor~e C.ata-

• 

I 
• 

I 

' 

' 

I 

I 



\ 

• 

. .. ' ; "' I •... "") . -- ·~·· . ·- ···,-·-- ....... • - • • 

• ~ • • • • • • • ·' ( 

• I 
• 

• .. 

ilNCCASSJFIED 
• 

( ) Eval.uat1on or llegat1 vea 

ATIAA•2o 2 

DEc 3 
• 

Ur. C'hspman/agp 
31381/Bld.g 17 

l. The attached negat1 vea have been cval.uat.ed aa per the 
attaChed ~tat Report WCEPP-2-4. It 15 not possible at t b1a t~• to 
oaat1~ or de~ the au~ent1o1t7 ot these negative• aa a record or 

obJeot• aga1nat either a starlit or overcast sk7. No gea 
which could be 1Dte ted as stara are preaent. 

2. In the event further photographic teata are aubsequentl7 
dea1~d, to diaooYer the spot magn1tudea i nvolved, this LaboratoFT 
w111 cooperate rull7 in carrying them out • 

2 I:1cl~1 
1- 35 :rJ!D Nttgativea(4) 
2- Tsst Rept-WCEFP-2-4 

• 

• 

-'"' '"\ ..... 
• • 

' 

• 

GEO!i'JE ·.1. GO~DARD, Col, USAF 
Chief, Pho~o R~conna1aaance Lab 
Weapona Components D1v1a1on 

.,. r • -. -

"""'! 
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11• r ................... alilll ••• ,., ••• t ... •n•writtell ......... ,.. Be .. rc .. u ...... • y .. n.. ........ •u- ... .. 

a•nc1 (Restricted) Evaluation ot Negatives 

TO WCEFP-2 
Attn: Hr. Swift 

~Aft #~ COMMINT NO. 1 . 
A NQV 1SS1 Lt Metscber/vs JV6 

· · =5426i/B263D/P D-1i" 
~$".176 

1. Inclosed are tour 35 DID negati ves · and prints. The negatives are not govern~ 
ment prooert7, consequently, it is requested tba t they be hanciled caref'ulJ.y. 

2. It ia requested that the nega tives be evaluated. The clr cumstances unde1 .. 
vbich tbeae negatives were exposed and the evaluat.1on needed vere discussed by Mr. 
Svitt and Lt E. J. Ruppe1t of the Air Technical !rJ.telligence Center on 25 October 195). 

3. 

1 Incl 

The exposure data is as follows' • 

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
r. 

Exposed at 23JO CST at Lubbock, Texas, on 30 August. 1951. 
Camera - Kodak 35 w/renge finder. 
Film - Plus X 

All EJcposuree 
Developer 

- Kodak Anaetor F 3. 5, 50 •om 
- F 3.5 at 1/10 sec. 
- Pantbermic 777 for 15 minutes 

35 tam Negatives (4) 
&~ ... ~w.•.a.~ 1 JR. , Col, USAF 

echn:lcal Analysis Division 
hnical Intelligence Center • 
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TES-r HI P ORT No . '. ;c~FP -2-4 

PhYSICS BRA1.CH 

29 NOV 1951 

S BJ.2CT : Evaluat i on of 35 mm . Ncga~ive s 

• 

---

FACT UAL tJATA 

1. Four ne,...a~ ive franen ·:re re sub::1itted f ror.1 t he Air ....., 

Technical Inte l ligence Center f or photogr~ p~ic e valua t ion 

by ~he Sensit ometry Uni-c . These negr,tive s Vlere e xp osed 

at a pproximately 2330 CST, 30 Aug 1951, at Lubbock , Texas . 

The camera. was t he familiar Kodak 35 with cou?lcd range

fi nde r a nd a 50 mm (2 i nch) f/3·5 Anastor Kodcu: l t~ ns. 

The Plus X film vas exposed for 1/10 oe c u ith l ens aperture 

wlde open , p r e sumabl y wl vh ... he camera h anci- h eld. a.nd ~.he 

fllm was processed i n Panth~rmic 777 ~evc lopcr for 15 min. 

1-.n int erpretation of ~he conl'igura t icn of spo t. s was r e 

que sted, in addition co general sensitome tric note s. 

2. A p r e liminary microscopi c examinat.i on c f vhe 

nega t ives di sclosed vhe } r ene rtce of pat t e r n n of sp ot s, 

the pat ~.~c rns ·On ~.h e f our fr ame s beit13 3e ne r al l y similar . 

:{oughly 20 s pot s v1 ~ re vi sibl t.. on t ach r! ~at ivc i n e. flat 

"V" f or .na-c i on . In 3 nc.gat l vo s t.hc for~a c ion consists of 
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two rows, wnile c.t e f ourth sho·:1s all spo~ s li ned up 1 n 

a single row . All nc:;a t ive s s hov; e vi ue11c e of' c a .nera 

moGion during ex90sure, since vhe spo~ s all are similarly 

blurre d on t he same nc-ative, a~d the bl.11r s:- a uc j s d lf-
• 

f e re1 1t for each ne~at i ve • 

• 
3· To resolve chc forma tions a nd d e te c t i nternal 

motion o f ~he spot s, each n e r a tive was e xamine d on a large 

comparator micro s cope . ·r~c r e ccane u l a r coordlna~e s of 

0ach spo G, r e lai:.i ve "o a. convt..r.l~nt t r i s i n of c oordlna~c s, 

were read and ~hen plot t ed on c oordina c e paper . It is 

emphasized here t~at che r ~ ~ult ing plot ls e re c t, but a 

mirror imag e, from l e ft t; O r l8ht , of .J: e ac ~ual obj e ct 

photog raphed . 

4. Lit ~ le si .s;nificance , o ... 'hcr ~i-an ori : htness 

variat ions, c a n b e f ound from the r.e g-c tive s s eparat ely. 

\'.'hen ch e ch arts .... ,e re supe rimposed, ho\·1e ve r , i c \'las r t:adi ly 

a pparenc ~ha~ ~~e i:. wo ro~s of s p ot s beh avGd di ffere ntly. 

One row sho·11s only sligi1t vo.ri o.~ lon from a ;> r e ci s c "V" 

for .:at ion t h r oughou t , whe reas the other row a "9pears t o 

;>asc fr om a ·.)ove the f i r st r ow, ~.-hrough i i; Lo a 9 0si ti on 

b e lew . The spncine;s o f tn i s second r 0 \'1 v v.. ry i r r ecularly 

in ~~e 3 frames p lot ~cd , vi · i l c ~h& f i rs t r c w h ol d s a 
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