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AIRCRAFT StOHTS STRANGE 01-IECT IN THE VICINITY OF' fAITCHEL FIELD • • 

\-,X AT 0930 E SKY CLEAR VSBV 10 MILES TE~.tp 29 DGW PT. 10 
~'JI ND .JI'nlf 1S GUSTS TO 26 ALTIMETER SET 30.22 

• 

Q~SSE V 3894 TBM (BASED AT HEM) REPORTED THAT HE HAD SIGHTED 

1008 -------

. . 

AN OB~ECT EAST OF UITCHEL FIELD, AT SEVERAL HUNDRED FT • 

ALTITUDE, SPEED APPROX 400 KNOTS. - THE TOWER PERSONNEL 

ON DUTY Dt"D NOT SEE THE OB.JECT WHICH THE PILOT REFERRED 
• 

TOe 
... 

' 

THE PILOT OF Y3894 TBM GAVE A FURTHER DISCRIPTION OF tl 
0 

ttt:< 
THE OB-JECT AS FOLLOWSI • ROU~;;Y~~-~. ~I. GHT IN COLOR, 3~ 

. I · ,' APPEARED TO BE A PARACHUTE CANOPY,. Wll'~ AA -DARK . COL"ORf.. ~~ 
-? • , - t1m-,.. .. ~ • - H ~·J 

J V'l "' ,.-, -. "lJ 

,.~·:·t·:.'; . .- ,.:_·, : ~;- OB~CT UNDERNEATH.• THE PILOT FIRST OB SERVEB THE OBJECT§~~ 

·~~,"-:...- .: ~ .,. , ,t' ,." :-~~ OR 3 MILES EAST OF MITCHEL Fl ELD, COURSE APPROX 210 ~~~ 

~~.-i~i ; .:./2 , .::,:-.J'.DEGREES AND HEADED TO A POINT 2 MILES SOUTH-EAST OF 
. .. 

I • 

. ,, .. ·, r.11TCHEL, 1T THEN MA!l£ A 260 DEGHEE T UHN 'fO THE LEF7 
.; . . . 

I' 
' 

ANrl THE~ TO t\ NORTH- ~'1~3TERLV HE.\iliNG. AT.\ PJ!~T 

l-:;1u. ,01..., "'< 

~t:=lt=;j 
~~~ 
~~2 

!:!!-; 
!:.I~ 

~~ 
APPROX 2 MILES EAST OF r,liTCHEL FIELD IT MADE A 360 DEGREE i.tJ~ 

¥ ... ,­
.:>• 

• • 

TURN AND BACI TO A 210 DEGREE HEADING, CLI MBING VERY 
~ 

• 

. r .. - - --·- ---·-_.. - . 
THE~ Dt S&arP~'~R€~ P 

• • , . ' . --~ , ~ . ~ . , , . .. -

OPR , 
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R£F PAl -D LTR DEPT Af SUBJ REPORTIN; OF ON UNIDENTIFIED 
FLYIN; OBJECTS FILE AJOlN-C·CC-2, 19 DEC '1• FOL RIPT IS SBMDI 
1 DESCIIPTIONI A SHAPE ClRCULARl IN A HOTIZ PLANE PANCAKE SHAPED 
RR SIMILAR TO A OPEN PRCHT IN THE VERTICEE PLANE. 81 -SlZil 
ESTD ·· 20 TO 30 J'T · IN DIA HII;JCT ABOUT 1/3 OF TME DIAM IN THE 
HORIZ PLANE • . C COLORI viRY LI;Ht, AS ASILKORNYLON PRCHT CANOPY 
ON THE UPPER SURF. DUE TO THE HEI;HT RELATIONSHIP WAS UNABLE 
TO SEE THE UND£RS1DE VERY WELL HOWEVER HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT 
IHE UMDEISIDE lAS A DARXEI COLOR. D NOI 1. EAST JORMATJONI 
,EGATIVE. F A£RODYNAMIC fEATURESI NO APPARENT AERODYNAMIC , 
fEATURES SUCH AS Wl NGS1 T.~ IL OR ANY 11-Ei\NS OFCONT:;tOL, G T~-<.,l t . .... 
CR EXHAUST I NONE APPARENT • H PROPULSION SYSTEM I NONE APPARE~T ... - · I - - •• \c ••• 

I SPIIDI WHEN FIRST SIGHTED ESTD AT 300 KNOTS, WHEN CIRCLING . 
~UTCMEL AFB THE OBJECT SEEMED TO BE SPEEING UP WHEN LAST 
SIGHTED BELIEVE OBJECT WAS DOING AT LEAST 500 KNOTS. WHILE THE 
OBJECT CIRCLED MITCHEL I WAS ABLE TO fLY fAIRLY CLOSt BY CUTTING 
ON THE INSIDE. I WAS DOING 160 KNOTS AND BY COMPAII~G THE SPEED 
!0 MY OWN, THE ESTD '00 KNOTS SEEMS REASONABLE. J SOUNDI 
NINE APPARDT. K HAHUEVDSI TI~Ht TlJRNS• SOUTH .OJ' MI'IClfEl. . BEFORE 

/:r~ -;).~;tf-/ • . • . •;tt-.. - ·-. . .- -:·- .. . . --· . ...-, ·- . . ~- . --~: . ---- ··---·-·· . . 't< ~· · • - ' • • 

HE.,CAtJE BACK TO MITCH . MANNER 01 DISAPPEARA E. OBJECT • ,. 
DISAPPEARED ABOUT 7 MILES AiAY AND AFTER REACHING AN ALT GREATER 
THAN MY OWN 6000 FT. M OTHER PERTINENT fEATURESI WHILE FLYING 
LEVEL, NEI,HTIR GAINING OR LOSING ALT THE OBJECT SEEMED TO HAVE 
A ROCKING OR OSCILLATING MOTION, 2 AP!OX 0950 EST. 3 VISUAL 
FR THE All. A SPEIDI 160 KNOTS. B ALT 6000 fT. C TYPE ACfTI 
t~VY TBM•3W. ' ABOUT ~ MILES DUE SOUTHEAST OJ MITCHEL. 5 LT 
JR i XEITVOGEL, 3~2'8 USN, NAVAL AVIATOR, ATTACH£D TO AVY SPtCIAL 
IIVICES CENTER PORT WASHINGTON NY. FLYIN' EXPERIINCE ·8 VIARS FLYING 
lN NAVY WITH TOTAL TIM£ APRX 1~00 HOURS. WEA MITCHEL. AJ"B 0925 
EST SKY CLEAR VISIBILITY 10 SEA LEVEL PRESSURE 237 TEMP 29 Dt~ .10 ~IND 

NORTH NORTH WEST At '0 KNOTS GUSTS REACHING 2S KNOTS ALTlMETlR . 
SETTIM' 30.22 REMARKS PRESSURE RISING RAPIDLY. 7 NEGATIVE. 
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INFO EASTERN AIR DEFENSE FORCE STE1fART AFE ~ry AT1'N DlR OF INTEl.L 
CG CONAC 

_..... . -· .... . . -··------ .. -, 
(CITE . I1TL 1-3 :i3~ ao;, 
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RtF PAR 5 CONAC LTR 2~rJ-1, rot REPT IS SBMD: A DZSC'RlPTIUN 
1 SHAPES CIRCULAR, INAHORIX PLAN~ PANCAKE SHAPE OR SIMILAR 
TO A OPEN PRCHT IN THEVERT PLANE. 2: SIZE: ESTIMATED 2a TO 30. FEET 
IN DIAMETER, HEIGHT ABOUT ON! THIRD OF THE DIAMTER IN THE 
HORIX PLA~~. 3 COLORS VERY LIGHT, AS A SILK OR _NYLON PRCHT 
CANOPY ON THE UPPER SURF. DUE TO THE EEIGHT REL~TIONSH1P - WAS UNABLE - -
TO S!E THE UNDERSIDE VERy- WELL H.OWEVER HAD THE IMPRESSION THA~ 

• 

THE UNDERSIDE WAS A DARKER COLOR. 4 N011. 5 FORMATION: NEGATIVE. 
6 AERODYNAMIC FEATURESI NO APPARENT AERODYNAMIC FEATURES SUCH AS 
7nNGS~ TAIL OR ANY MEANS OF CONTROL. 7 TRAIL OR EXHAUST& NONE 
APPARENT • 8 PROPULSION SYSTEM: NONE APPARENT • 9 SPEED: lvHEN FIRS1 
SIGHi'ED ~S!D AT 301 KNOTS, tiHEN CIRCLING MITCHEL AFB THE OBJECT 
SEEMED TO BE SPEEDING. UP WHEN LAST SIGHTED BELIVE OBJECT WAS 

I • OOING AT LEAST 500 KNOTS. UHILE THE 0:9JECT CIRCl.~D MITCHEL IT UAS 
t~S ABLE TO FLY FAIRLY CLOSE BY CUTTING ON THE INSIDE. I WAS DOING . 
l-50 KNOTS AND BY COMPARING _THr- SPEED- TG- MY- OWN-, -THE -·EST~IMA T!D 
5~~ KNOTS S~.i!:MS RLASONAot..E. 13 SOUNDS NONE A?? .. ~?.ENT. 11 MANUEVERSl 
TI~T 'rJP.!iS, SCUTH OF MITCHEL BITORE HE CAME BACX TO MITCHEL. 
1 "' MA"ft~f) 1"\- nisA~p1:·"R""'Ct'"• TU"' ~!)T,_,_.. "J "" "'!) ... 't' •"'-n '- '1"\CU ..... 7 .... , 'I' 'F' ~ __._,. • :.._ ... 1~:.. "' •J.j .. ;.., • 4--~ ... . l""t., ..,_ . L l l ~ ~.,;.-J LJ!,. \,., j :.., ~.:"' . .- : _.:--.: ... :.. •• .:') • . J J_. J4

.;) 

A";;AY AND AFl~R x:S.;",CHING .-\N .\L TITU:JE GaEATErl. Ti.AN MY OWN G ·4)21 ~ F'£E:T • 
l.3 OTHER PERTINENT · FEATUREs: w"RILE FLYING LEVERL,- NEITHER GAINING' 
OR LOSING ALT THE OBJECT SEEM!D ·TO HAVE A :lOCKING OR OSC!Ll.ATING 
MOTION. B APRX 0950 EST. C VISUAL FROM THE AIR. 1 SPEEDS 
160 KNQTS • 2 ALT 6300 FEET • 3 TYPE AC FTS NAVY TBM-3 ~J. D ABOUT 
4 MILES DU! SOUTHEAST Of t1I TCHEL. E LT J R XE llVOGEL, 3 0L!263 
USN, NAVAL AVAIATOR. ATTACHE.D TO .NAVY SPECIAL DEVICES CENTER POR'l: 
~.;~s:-tiNGTON NY. FLYING EXPER!'ENCt g Y'ZARS FLYING IN NAVY 'JITH 
TOTAL T J:!t!: APRX 16a~ HOURS • \Ji:..ATHER MITCHEL AFB Wl925 EST SKY CLEAR 

~ VISIBILITY 10 SEA LEVEL PRESSURE 237 TEMP 29 DEW POINT 10 T.J IND 
r·:ORTH i'lORTH tJEST AT 50 KNOTS GUSTS ~EACHING 26 KNOTS ALTir1ETER 
S.:TTINC 3;tJ.22 REMARKS PR:SSSURE RISING RAPIDLY. G N!GATIVE. H NONE. 
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1 I CONTROL !O~~JER AND BASE OP!RATIONS ~·1AS INFORM!D OF AVAILABL~ : 
J I~lFO~M.~TI ON. J NONE OTHER THA T At FLIGHT PL,\N 
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