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AP~li~IX VII 

.. . - .. . . 

• 
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\'"'( • • • ' f 

I I 1\ .. 
1 f r , I I 

• 

. 
At 1020Z on 22 Januru-y 1952; • radar station at Hurphy!s Dome, Alns~g,, 

observed an unidenttrled radar return . The target vas going away fron the 
station on an azi.uuth or 210° ~ at a speed or about 1500 mph vhen first o"> 
served but appeared to rcvPrse its dir~ctlon and returned toward the s~tion • 
• 
lb9 set vas ndJus~d oo that the target ~ould be obseT\·ed as it closed ~ on 

• 

• 

the station but after this change vas r~e the target wus again observe~, how­
ever, at about its original locatior., and P.galn going away rrc~ the st~tion o 
Just before it faded 1 it ap;>c a.rE'd t.v te me.Zing a turn bac.:k to'.Jard the s:..::.tion. 

• 

At lO)OZ an F·94 was airborne to search for the objectc At this ti=: the 
object vas going avr~ from the station at a high ra~ of speed so the F-94 was 
told to orbit. About this tine th'3 ground station lo~t conta;:t. vitb the object 
~tt continued to track the F-94~ 

. .lt about llOOZ iL3 the F-94 vas a pproaching Nena.r..a (near F'airbanks), the 
radar observer in the F·-94 observed two targets, one fcl!'lt and one brig::~o 
'lhe aircraf't vas at )01 000 r• .. .. and the te.r&et was at 251 000 rt , The te:~ts 
erossed from right to left !L"ld appeared to be traveline slow'!.y and as t.C.~ F-94 
approached the target a high rate of closure vas indicated.. The contact was 
lost at a range or 200 yards .. 

Approximately one hour lat.er, again nc9J' t:enana, another contact vas oa.de 
b7 the F-94. In this instance the ta:-get \las kept dead ahead and level. When 
the t<lrget vas at a range of 200 yards, the pilot pulled up and the t!lr(;et was 
lost$ The rate of clcsl.C"e during th~ run vas 100 lmots even though the F-94 
hsd naps down. No other ccntac t3 \rere na.de and th() al-rcreft.. ~s releas~ at 
1210Z • 

• 

Uuring the two airbor:le contacts the F -94 was beir~ tracl{ed by the g:-ound 
station but the object ~as not being picked up. 

The weather was clear but no v1sual sighting waa mad~ " Or. the same ::ight. 
the s~e crev had visually id~ntificd a C-54, a C-47, and a Sdall clvili~ 
aircraf't trom .)00 to 500 ya!'J 3 ., There were no clouds i.n the sky but l. ~ • as 
a dark night. 

• 
• 
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lepor\ b7 Electroni~s Branch or lTlC. 

ttarp\ belDg slanted instead or perpendicular to radii trot:l radar atation 
lnd.lcatea possible weather target. S,eed may be accounted for ~ tbe cocen­
\arr appearance and disappearance or other veather targets. Fu:ther expl!m&­
\.lon cannot be made. 
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APP~NUIX II 

• 

• • • • 

1. U~RIPl'IOU OF I~:CIDE!:T 
• 

At l020Z on 22 Januar;r 1952, a radar stut!.o:1 at. lUrphy' a i)one~ Alaskfl. 
observed an unidentified radar return . The tarcct.. va.:> colne n\la:t fr o!'!l tho 
etation on an azimuth or aoo, at a speed or n'bout 1 :,00 nph when first ob~encd 
but ap'>eared to rcveroe 1 ts dirr;ction and r~~:Jrned t<,·.tru-d the station . The set 
vas ndjusted s~ thnt thA tareet c~uld be obs':: rvcd as it closed in en the stui:i.on 
but af'ter this change wns r:w.dc the ta.rcet wr.~ n~ lon~cr obJerved ~ Seven ro.in:1tes 
later (npproxlrmtely 1030Z) the tc.rr,et \Jll~ again obsc:-ved, houe,Ter . at nbout j t s 
oricinnl location, and nr,nin going B\Jll.Y fr o:~ t.!·.l) st-:1ti on Ju

1
s t before i t f ndcd 

1 t apr>eared to he nn!:inc a turn bar.k to, .. :ttrd -:.r.~ ~tn+.iop ~ , 

At lO)OZ an F-94 W3S airborne to search for t he cbjectJ At thi s time the 
object was coine away fron the stntion at a high rat~ of speed so the F-94 ~~s 
t.:>ld to orbit. About this tine the gro1md s~&.tion lo3t contact vith t.h'3 object 
but continued to track the F-·94. 

At about llOOZ as the F-94 wo.s ap_:)roachinG :let"-3..."19. (near Fairbanks) :• the 
radar observer in the F-94 observt:<.l t\."o tar~ts~ o:H:: faint and one brieht~ 
The aircraft va:; at 30,000 ft .. and the target Yc. s a t. 25 ." 000 ft , The tarcets 
crossed troo right to left and ap?enred to be traveltng slowly and a~ tha F-94 
approached the target a hieh rate of closure vus indi~ated~ The contact was 
lost at a range or 200 ;yardso 

Approximately ona hour later, c.gain near liena."la, another co:1tec t l:aa m:.td/3 
b7 the F-94. In this instance the target wa5 kept d~ad ahead and l evel c. When 
the target vas at a r8.nP.e or :.00 yards-. the p1lo~ pulled up and the targat ve.s 
lost. !be rate of clo~e during the run \IC..S 100 lclots even t.hou3h ths F .. 94 
bad naps down. tlo other contacts vere nade !L'1d the aircraft was released at. 
1210Z. 

Ouring the two airborne contacts ·the F-94 wa~ being ~~acked by the ground 
station but the object was not being p:tckE:d up~ 

The veather was clear but no visu~l sit;htine w~s r.a.de., On the sa-::e night, 
the eace crev had visually identified n C-54! a C-4?$ and a snall civilian 
aircraft f'ron )00 to 500 yardsn There Yere no clouds in t.h~ Gky but it. \JD.S 
a dark night. 

Ro malfUnctions were round in either radcr set u 

n'; ~ :· ·· ~- . . t • ,., # , .. • • •. • ... , 
\ . ~ 'J , , q \" '. l 1' . 

• ~ ~ )' ... . • · • ' I r •• • ; I' •r · 
I . I • . · " ' . . • .. c. . ,., .. j t ' '•• l .. .. 

• 

··. 1: . .. \~ • •- ) .• , .. ·· · .r ~ ·
1

n ¥\ '..\. 
• • l • • ,I t· • • ~ ._ • " • J . 
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AIR INTELL1GENCE !NFOR~AATION RE?ORT 
' " I 

- -----------------------------~ ~ •' 1, 1./1 ----------------~--------·----------------------~--.. -·· ·~1 

• 

-Ia-1-52 -
•:J , • .. 
.J • .. .. . - .. --

At npn~o:d.r.latel.y l020Z, 22 Jt'..,ua:-y 1 952 , rad.l.r S-tt.e r-'- 2 1:l..ide an :)rir..ina.l ccnt:.act. l 
:-d.t:'l an tL"l~.::u..1l t.~get. in t he area of tlenan& (Po'tnt. "Jig''). 'I'htJ sco,e p;!!~entad t~., 
~~r3et cle~ly but on a slant of 15° - 20° instead of par~endi~ular to radii, the ~or· 
_;a.l canner o f pr~sentation. Tha SJ: e ·~d ~trut u..~+.irJated at 1]50 to 1500 knol:.3 e -, . ~ 

A~ .. lOJOZ) an F-94 (pilot, Lt C.E. Garrett; rnd:n• operator, Ca;rt r1.0. !bmey) ..,.,:!3 

in the vicinit s o t he aircr3 ft wa! "'i Vv tl a patrol cd:Jsion al::>n.g the Al<lskM P.a.n,, . 
At, approxlm&te , 1052Z, F-2 a .5ai n cont~cted this target and held it for :.1bout one (1) 
minut-e. Dus to t . e fact that the ta.rgt!t W'&3 outbound in relation t.o F-2 a!ld t.o 'the 
.Urcrs.tt and a:ovin~ at- high r at e of :;peed, no a ttem9t was made to v9etor the air­
cr~ on the targ~t. 

-
At e.pprox1mate ' 1200Z 'mile the aircratt was en route to Ladd Air Foree Base, 

the rada~ operator reoe Y indication ot a target in the N9nan& a~a. Finding the 
target ahead and low (approximat~l,Jr 24,000 teet altitude), the pilot made an intercept 
paae troa 24,000 yarda to 200 yards with a good targ~t on the rada r scop~s. Th!! ove:-
tald.ng speed .m.3 better than 100 loots . - - -- - ----

_At 200 y :\r ci-3 th~ n11ot r:u1 l 'd .#., ;-.~ 1 o·1<'r t~13 ...t~'n ..... ~'en ·~ t ~= ,1) ~ l o 1tion. Ai .• :cr..}ft , ' / 
.lpe~ OO- t i1e run ·w13 approX:i.ult~ly 250 knOtD indicated • . ,\ft~r goinz OVer t h'3 t?.r~t:. , 1 

t-.vo (2) 360° turns vrare l:lada and a s~arch of t he area concncted for s '3veral rti.nute.s 
r without 1!l&k!z'lg {.urther rada..!:_ con~act or visual sighting. 
i -- --
j Dur!ng_J.~i! time F~ was abl_e_!.~~~_!!Ck t~e _F-9~ but:. ~~.!l~ _o_ther target vi~~~le. 
I ~e F-94 landed at 122SZ. The weather 1n the Fairbanks are& during this period - - 1 

10.30Z to 12)0Z, 22 January 1952 - waas ceiling unlimited; visibility 15 miles or 
more. The pilot:. reported that the Aurora Borealis was brilliant but not exceptionally 

J .so. 
~ 

I A pUot and a groWlcl obsex•ter reported llfhat appeEed to be __ a eo!Ilet!._or_ neteor_ to I t he southwest ot Ladd Ai.r Force Base, approximately !our-r4) hours earl:_e~, thi:J dAta. 

i On 23 Janu&rj 1952, .trcm 1020Z to 1140Z, t..~e same F-94 (pilot, Lt R.R. Diment; 
l rad•r operator, Lt C.A. Hayward) was di3patchecl on a mi:ssion to see i! a tar t:et eimi­

l:J.r to that o! 22 Januar7 cou~.d b., found. At appro%1 m1tely l050Z a radar contact wa. .. 
~:~ade at 20,000 yards. The airera...~ at this t.i.Ane was between Clear and Nenana at 
18,000 teet in a shallow c)j:cb. An intercept run vras be~ and followed through to 
'Z700 7Ud•, at which tS=e the tarest d.iaapp1ered. The ov~rta.'d.ng speed was more than 
100 Jcnot.., the aircraft, idd:l.catin.g 2)0 knots. 

Arter radar contact W&3. lost, f•.1~her eeareh "K&.J .made _in .t~s ~r..~a.. . Conta~t. \ta~ 
nOt mid• either by · radar or-:nsual obserYation. 1he '"*the!"- wu plear, rlth visib1H t.7 

1 unl.1mited; the pilot reported that the Aurora Borealis wa.s "~!er:f act ive and in hie opi:1-
ion, unusual. . 

At approximately 103CW 23 Ja.."tuary 1952, a t.. cam check&:l t h e :U.rcr:\ft , utili=ed i.'l 
these fll-ht.s tor radiatiO:. but wit.h negative results. Cue t o th8 ~i:r.e upa4 ~tw•.c 

!;,U' ' , _ .... i -4 ' 1 ... . I t'~-s ~!..:;."t-t. on 22 JMu.a.%7 and t h., t-t :ne 3t ;rhich t:Us cheek -r~s .r.aue, l .!..J -~ ,s_o_a ~-~ 

t:,~ negati:ve r eport is not of val.'.le. I 
I 

Di t "" ~ '- ,.. \. i a1 - ... ~ ~ ~ 1 • • .. I . - ' · • ~ • ·~ 1 • • -:> ••• ' 1 1 .J .( 3 Dr. C. T. Elv-ej, rec or or J~e ...,eop~;J'3 c ..L.; ~3 .... .. ~,·7 , J· - · . J- " .' '- · , 
. .. ~ ~ ... .,.d in c.f.fc-: t that in hi:J o ;.,inio n it i s ll"l)1 !<" ~:7 th3•4 n. _,.:,..,('):- -r -::·1l..! · · :--r! ·~r• . -: 
' _, """• ,.,,.... ' ' • "' -4 ,. • ,._ 

I i ..,..!ic .. •-4 on on .. r"'da.r set that i3 ~ot 3~eci!"icaU.:r do3 i··.::~ 1) :'" ':.C'•~.:. . • ~~ , .;,:- · ·~ . • 
. ... - u w- _.... - ... • ,.. • ""' __ -"' •• \ • 

~ ... \ . - .. ) . - .. . .. . . . .,- ...... \ .. 
1 :; u rpo ~ 4!1 • l' • ·• · . . . , . . . . . . . . . .. ~. . : ; . :: .. :..''\.. 

. . ·- -· .. -· 

I 

I 

I 
• 
I 

• 
I 

• . ) . · ·~~. ,. .J 
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t '('Ml.iZ~rl ol Preparing Otticert 
Oo 

"a.'he following hypoth!N!16! ar8 advanced concerning thet ~·orem~ot.ionel\ r~!.Uci: 
t.al0,t.:J' 

• -
1. That, the ~ner{!3 transmitted f rotn F-1. might h:we refldcted a.'.t-cn ~:t. :.~ I<inl .. ay 

in ::men n manne-r a3 to crear.e thede r:1dar t:u-zets • 
• 

") 
r_ • 

t "\1";~'9 t .J. 

• 

Co~ents tn., to th~ frequen\liea n.'1d the r~ul3tt l'epet.it.ion frcquencioa of thrt 
r~dar ~ 3t.s involv~d (.A:l/CPs-6B at . .:'-1 nnd ?- 2 1 :'\:ld th~ :u~/Apr-JJ 
in t.h ~ nirera£t) :tt. i3 thought hi~~hlj ir:1probabl(J that t.his h:rr>othd-
813 i :J ~ valid ""e f or tochni~al r ()a .. ~on"• 

Comment.t 

• 

0 

• 

It. 13 t.hou3ht'. that the pre!lEmce of a lileteor uou i:. !wre~:tt of' L·ll'lcl ! .tr 
Foree Ba,.,e at approximanely ?.OOOZ, 21 JanuarJ 1932, r.d;.;..i-tt have :-t:"l' ~ 
bu.\l~ng e n t ha :;ubj~ct. l':, i:J not. CC"n.lidered li!<~l,y, in vi :n, of 
Dr. t.:J.v~y' 3 ~ot.a.tem.,nt., th:1t the oateor i.ts~lf c:\UJ~d thi3 t:\r '":e:-. 
X"eturn. rL'he t"e i3 the pc')~~i:_,llit,Y t~'t?. l:. the i~mi~.:;d €;'\::te-3' ,.,:1loCh oay 
ha.,e l::een pres Ant wtth th~~J f.1 ... ~t~or' s pa3~ae~, Lught have broken i nt,o 
S l:lo'!\ll clouc.la ( trre3ul~ nasses of ioniz~d eas) and h:tve h -.1 ~n float~­
L le a round in ths upp'!r ~ir. On~ t~~ 1r.ore of t hese r: louC.3, being o. t 
the r:~~rey of upper air curr3nt:J, raay h~ve driftsd into tile area of 
Ladrl Air Fore~ Ea.:~e. Further, thd possi bility <"xi9t3 t hat .::n i on­
i zed cloud r:ta:f t.,;ive a rJ.dar raturn. 'Ihe passage of ~ "llr c:-ai"t 
n na.c- cu.eh clouds, ouch J.s ha,!)pened ~7hen th3 fi~ht.er urok'3 oi.'r th i 
int~reept on bot~ ni.:;h ta , v/()uld tand t o Ci:J~urb thd .:; ur t·ou.:1dino! n.ir 
in :1 u~h a manne-r .1s +,o di s oarse tha ionized cloud. '.i'!li3 ·:10uld ':.end • 
to ~xplAin the atr~ra1~ 1 3 inability t o re•sstcbllJh rada~ ~o~ta~t 
•;ith the tar39t nft~r an int.ere~pt. pA.ss. 'l':ts .f'\ilure of F- 2 ·co ,o 

0 t~at ~ t arget on 23 January 1? .52 i3 not u.x:.>l~nabl~. 

3. 'I'hat the acti-rtity of t he Aurora Boreall~ might h~ve :n-o<iuoed thtlse ~~d~r 
t. '\rget:J. 

• 

• 

Commentr 

0 

I>te to t.he known e!f3ct or ·~he Aur"r' Poreali3 on radio in r.hl3 • 

ti'hl&t.er, lt ia t.hought. t .. hat. aome aff"ecf:'on-~·a:drl:r alJo might be 1:!:<-

p.,rl~nced. Thi3 13 believed tn be b~:rond ~:,9 •)oi~ntific Crlp ~-lbili­
t los o! thi3 CofTllll&nd t ,:, d3t.'!rmine. 
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