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l. At the tizta of the first sighting, tha GCA teen -was being utill:!ed b-J a 
1400th Air B~se Group, ~~~S aircrev flying a C-47 type aircraft for th91r train
ing period time. As soon as the additional bllp was noted on the GCA r tldarscope, 
the Tr~ffic Controller notified ' the C-~7 to break pattern, el1mb to 10,000 feet, 
try to zte.ke a vi:mal sighting and to intercept the target. Upon arrival to i t3 
new altitude, they tried vainly t~ make a visual sighting and interception, but 
tbia was impossible due to poor weather conditions that existed at the time • 

2. 
target, 

• . 
The a~rcraft vas vectored 1n ~ the GCA team to the headings of the 

but no vis,,al · sighting or contact \las made of the t!l.rget. 

3. Reproduced belo-w ar~ extracts of certified stat~ments by the perso~~el 
reporting this incident: 

ao Stnterr.~nt of CaptDin Frank Sc~reiber, USAF, BP.se Operations, ll~OOth 
Air B,gse Squ~·dron, :ti.ATS, Keflavik Airport, Iceland, Operations Duty Officero 

(1) On 13 l-~arch 1952 the Keflavik GCA Unit "'a s working with a local 
C-47 on practice runs. At 0715Z ~/Sgt J. iJ. Kelly, the GCA Traffic 
Director, reported to the Keflavik Tower that an unidentified t r:.reet 
was observed on his rednr scor~. 

• 

I • (2) After the to'l.ier relayed thi~ information to rre, I contacted 
Reykjavik Oceanic J..cro Control. I '!lsked !f "ny other aircraft h a.d been 
cleared into t his c.r ea . No other aircra.!'t ha d been clear ed. At 0735? 

• 

\ 
I 

I 

"·cc-• •• \ ,;:> 

• 

-

1 .,rrived at t he CC..-o\ Unit . 1-:/Sgt .Kell y said he picked up the first un
identi.fied t":~ ce~ at O?l;:z. It '-laS f! :-st s een t hree rrdles from the center 
of the airport inbound on a l:ecding o!· l ·J')0 and outbound on a heading of 
~-~-o'l. It v s.s l~st s e~n five miles .f~ow ~ne center of t.he a irport. This 
.Jbservation last~ 3 f .a · t:.ppro;dmate:;- :l:1e ~ :)minute. At 0?22Z r.e spotted 
·""!" unid~ntified t a r r;Pt :L"ltotmd on a =:e adir. r:; of .340° and outbound on ::1 

h'~a.:.B.ng of .~50°. !~. ·.,ru:; last S<.l~n !'!·.-~ :::::.~es f!"on: the center of the air
'f.'O ~t . Thi's obserrat.:.on la.sted for a~;rr::!': :..~-..ately t hirty (30) seconds . 
At 07JJZ an unide~tified t erget wP.s ~ee~ ~n the s~e teadings as the 
07;~ obse~atio~s, the t~e and dis~-nce ~ler.ents we~e the s~e also. 
At 07~52 we both spo t ted an unidentified t~rget on the radar scope in
b~~~d Jn a r.eadine of 360°and outbound on a l:eading of )10°. This 
observ~tion l asted for epprorlm~tely thirty (30) seconds. At 0'756Z we 
~th spotted an unidentified target inbound on a heading of 210° and 
o:tt'?nund on n he·~di::1 t o:' ;?0°. It va3 1 -; .Jt. s n:~ n fi•1e (5) ::.il3 3 fr'?2l 
cb:J ccn i:.e r of tr:e a i :-pc r- t ~nd tri~ o os'3rYn t .. i.on 1~:> ted f:J-z- :lppr:lXi.Ir.a tely 
trirty (31J) sA~ond3. :\t Of097. '-'e a ga i!"l s~w <!11 u.."lidcnt11'ied tPr ee t in
b-'Jlmd on a i':e<:!ri in t: of ';70° and out bound o!'l a }:eadi -:1 g of ;-50 ° o It l, jr, s 

l:: s:. 5 -'?en t ·..-o ( ;- ) r.iles fro;.: t1-c ccn t Qr of the a.:r rort a nd tl : i ~.; o b-
<-: ··· ~ · ., ' i '"' "' 1<=>--:t.- f·, ~· ... ... ~ro "'.;~ - • ~ 1·· f1" £''"~" "' "' (15) r:"'C"''"' cl -
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REPO!lT ttO. 
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l , 

• 

Airport, Iceland, conducting GCA runs with local based a ircraft C-47 , 5879. 

-
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

~ 

' ...... . '""' .. ._~ .. .. , 

(1) At 0?12Z the undersigned, a.s a GCA crew chief, observed an 
unidentified target on an approximate heading of 109° in the vicinity 
of the Ketlavik Airport Rsdio Range St~tion. The target wae observed 
for approximately one minute in a right turn nnd vas last; observed on 
an approx1mste heading or -;60° 

• 

(~) ~t 072~Z a target appeared at approximately the same poei
tion headJng 340° and making a lett turn. 'Ibis target was ob~erved 

· · for 30 seconds snd vas last seen heading approximat ely 250° • 

(3) At 0715Z tbe Control Tower vas notified to relay a reessage 
to the Base Operations Office for the Ee.se Operations Officer or his 
assistmt to come out to the GCA unit • 

• • 
• 

· (4) At 0733Z a target appeared at approx~mately. the s~ position 
heading 340° and u.aking a left turn. This t arget was observed for thirty 
(30) seconds and w .s last. seen hegding approximat ely 250°. 

(5) At 07352 the Assistant Base Operations Officer arrived at t he 
GCA unit • 

• • 

(6) At 07452 the target appeared for approxim~tely thirty .(30) 
se~onda in t~e vicinity of the Radio Range Station. The inbound heading 
\~s approximately 1?.0°, outbound heqding 310° • 

(7) At 0756Z a target was obnerved in the vicinity of' the Radio 
fum§e Station · .. 1 th an inbound headiJ'lg of ;10° e.nd an outbound heading of 
270 for 15 seco~ds. 

(e) At ceC97 a t arget was obs~~ed in t he vicL~ity of the Radio 
~~-~:t~9 Station \.1.th !.A"l i::bound r.eadi.."".; o~ QI?O'j and en ot:tbound hee.dL"'lg of 
? '50'') t:""or 30 - se-=onds . 

• 

(·J ) '!'he tmdersigned broadcas t descent e..'ld holding instructions on 
thf~ f -:)U01.1il:g .,.rm;' frac;t:encies: Ue.l, . J.-~1.5, 1~6.12, 136.e; nnd on P.F 
frP.quenciGs 3105 :rnd 4~20. No ans• .. :er was received to any or these tra ns
missions. 

• . 

(10) The radar scopes were ~onitored until 0930Z a nd no other 
i ·i ~ "' t i fi~d t ;'l r~~ t. s · .. :e r e o bs~rv~r. • 

, "' \ 
I • I 

of Clydo D. K~ i ~f,lr, ~~ 
~ 1r~0 r ~ , ! cPlJ~d , p! l?L 

• • • • • ' • I - .. • -• ..J ._,. ' . -:_.,, . .. - ., • - ... .. • • .. • • .. • ..-- - -- ... _., . . ~ . . . . .. ... .. . ... . ... 
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·· ·--·..: r e ;: r .-J ~ · .. i :.i:-- · ::c.-.. ~: ~ :ro~ : r t~!:! ::.:· jnc t t i ;;; ~!...- e . · ·r.l l , .. . :"!:·: r.: :. : ~· ., ., 

t! e c ~·;A l-:ln r~~-:>r : •J i S\ r.o :!.;Pr a ir;!. ;.!;; ~ L'1 t l:e v ic i :l i ·.y o: t~·. !.' i ·;l .J ... r.d 
~tuni~g over t t c ~~e~ ~ta~:on. A fe~ rrinu tes l at 2r ce s t ated t~~t : Lor e 
we -:-e~ ' t any airpl a ne5 reported i11 the vicinit y, t ha t r.e hod d :ecked ·~i. t h 
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• 

the tower on t hia. P.e recorted it sever~l mora t~c~ as ~~o~in~ u~ . -
in his scope, so ~~ kept our ey~s open for this unidentified a ircr3f~ . 
Around 07 4 7 wo br oke off our practice runs 'md· clir.:bed up to rou~d 
35~ feet still keeping"our eyes open for this otter ·aircraft. I 

· '.~ent back to the na"'ri.ga tor's table to fill out the Form 1. A f ew roin
utea· later Capt. H~rtscb· called me to come back up nnd to listen on 
the. earphones. '.Jhen I placed them on J!r:f ee.rs 1 heard the CCA ';TAn or 
opera tor describing the speed that this airplane or •.-hatever it t.."3 S 

ht~.d just travelled across his scope. He s t a.ted tb.'\t he he.d clocked 
F-e6' s on speed runs on radarscope and he kne\1 their speed vas . over 

· 700 mph. and IT!ore, and that. this object that had just gone acroas 
his scope ~~s much faster than the S6's he had clocked. Cept. R~rs ch 
and myself then took the C~47 up higher trying to get above tbe top 
layer or clouds to try to see it ·'We could see anytl1..ing . ~~e cli:I!bed ~s 
high es 10,000 t't. but the. upper cloud layer -was still a fe~; thous a.'1d 
teet above us, so w levelled off. He flew around at this altitude 
for ten to fifteen xr.inutes in the vicinity of the r ange station but \ Ie 

observed nothing. '·:e then let do\m and landed. · 

j 
1 

1 
i 

I 

Comments of the Preparing Officer: 

1. This incident .... as first reported on r.IRVIS r et=ort DTG 132040Z, from E:.1se 
OJ:ere. t ions, Keflavik, Iceland to Air Defense Col!U.:Il!ld , Ent Air Force Ea.~e , Colorndo ; 
Secretary of Defense, t.lashington, . D. C. and Hq t-:A rs 1 Andrevs Air Force Base, i:::sh
ington, with information copy to Iceland Defense Force, Keflavik Airport, · Iceland: 

2. The report ttBntioned ~hove StP. ted that th~ es ti~~ted airspeed of t he ob
jects was 250 knots end that theesti~atP.d altit ude of tho object s was above r,ooo 
feet. 

J. The statement of C~pt~ in Cl yde B. K~!Ffe~ =eyeals t hnt the GCA operat or, 
with Yh~= he was in contact, a~AtP-d t~et tr.e obJect :rossed r.1s scope at a speed 
mu\:r. fp.sU!~ than F-e6s thet he h~<! clocked or. :J'7.~er occ::ts!on~. 

:... . ~ :o !7.~ntiori· o! tbe <tltl~';lC.e or speed of :·::o ~bj ects ~~s z:ade in the stete
men't oi F/ ~)g't ,TI)hn 'l.fo Kelly, G·:;A crew chief on m=.t y R.t the til!:e of this incident. 
The ~bsenco of lnforre t ion co~cerning altitude of ~be ob~ects i s probebly due t o 
the !'act tha~ n•" a1 ti t ude infor.r.a t ion is e:?.!iU;.b!e on the search system of the 
AN/EPN - lC. : 

I • • 

· 5. Certain radar phenomene celled ghosts or angels, the mechanics of vhich 3r e 
not thoroughly understood, fl re cape.ble of producing radar retur ns lthich in t he 
J:la.19rity of c~ses are indistinguishable from real targets. Ghos t s or a n gels us l.:all: 

t a re- ov:.?~t=: ti i.n r t>.dar lor.-.ltej a l ong a sea ~or. st.~ vr.e -.;l:arac"jeri -:;'!:.l c \c:ric!-1 ~e~-i:lj 
iden~ifies a tar ge t as a ghoJt is the terrific speed of t r ave l sorr.e t i rrP.s obs2rved . 
'-b e n observed they nhm ld be treeted !'.s if they ~P-re bogy Fdrcr .3 ft. • 

• 

... , .... , ... 
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