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))O?TH TRAINING SQUADRON (CONTRACT FLYING) 
Ml\RANA AIR BASE 
Marana, Arizona 

15 April 1952 

• 

SUBJECT: Sighting of Unidentified Aerial Object 

TO: Whom it May Concern 

On 3 April 1952, I landed T-6D number 406 at the Benson, 
Arizona, airport at approximately 0745 for the execution of 
"ground control" for s t cross-country flights. I was in 
the company of , ~1o is also a civilian instructor 
at Marana Air Base. 

Shortly after taxiine into position for the best observation 
of aircraft which would be turnine over Benson air ort and shutting 
off my engine, \ore were joined by ~·~r. " nager of 
the airport. The position of my aircra t \tas in the N\•J corner 
of the airport approximately 100 yards east of the hangar and 
facing a direction of 255 degrees M. 

At approximately 0805, Mr. 
the position of patrol, landed his 
close proximity to my aircraft and 
direction. 

T-6D aircra"' .... 
parked facing 

was assigned 
and t axied in 
in the oppos ite 

With my radio on and remaining seated in the front seat 
of my aircraft I was a\'laiting radio transmission from the 
students when lwir lled my attention to a bright 
object which appe e size of a bright star and 
was prominent enough so that ones' attention was dra\~ to it 
even though attention might be distracted ~emantarily. In other 
words, there was no necessity to scan to relocate the obj ect. 
At the time my attention was called to this object I thought 
nothing of it t when, approximately six or seven minutes lat er, 
Mr inted out the fact that it \-laS still there, it 
im sed me as being rather odd that any airborne object could 
rna tain the same position for this length of time. It occured 
to me to take a fix on this object in relation to the top of 
the canopy and take note of the time, which I did. The time 
was 0823 (I time checked with the tower before t ake-off from 
Marana) and the object was approximately two and one-half inches 
above the canopy when I was centered in the seat. 
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During this tirne Mr Mr attention 
had bean drawn to the obje approxima e 0830 f·1r. Lognn 
took off to see if he could eet a better look; I kept in touch 
with him by radio and I believe he climbed to 13,500 ft. 
(elevation of Benson airport is 3500 ft.). He reported he could 
see it slightly be estimated its altitude nt frotn 30,000 
to 40,000 ft. Mr en descended and landed again at 
Benson. · 

During this time, and until it disappeared, I kept takin~ 
sights on thio object and it ·never moved the slightest fract).on 
in relation to the ca nopy of my aircraft, which durin[~ this 
time, hud not moved. 

At 0914 .w~1o had b~en an intent observer of 
this object, wa a position on the right sid~ of tho 
fusilage and. took up a position nt the right wing tip. This 
change of position took approximately fift een seconds. ~fuen 
he reached this ne\1 position he remarl-:ed th at the object hnd 
disappeared. I checked, usin14 my sighting r eference nnd found 
the object had vanished . Two or three of the students had also 
noticed the object while passine over Benson . 

During the time of timed observation, from 0$23 to 091 1~, 
this object did not chnne e size, position, nor intensity and 
vanished completely i n approximately 15 seconds • 
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OD 3 lpril 195~ at 0815 MST, ~~ee civilian AF pilot 1nstiUctors nnd severol 
other people obnerved an object rro~ the Benson) Arizona, ai~~rt. The object 
wo about the size ot a bright ste.:' but was pror.dncnt e11.ourh til be continunlly 
observ~d (i.e. not necessary to Dean the sky to find tt). 

At 082) }5T, one ot the in~tn:etors took a tix on the objeet by sittine in 
a T-6 and sichting acro~s the cano?l with the aircraft on a ~~-netic headine or 
255° at tho tbc. Fixes vcre takc:1 nt intcrve.ls tmti 1 0911. at \lhieh tine the: 
object dis:!ppcared, The: object c!:i ~ not nove: durinr. the 51 t:'J::u+...e period o lfr:>\.1 
tto object. disa!>:-•enrcd is n~t r.no· .. -:1 ns cne of the obser-ver'~ ~:tE:ntion wa~ r.! l~­
tracted for aoou t 15 seconds and \.-::en he: lookt.~ up the obj cct vas cone .. 

One or the in&t.ructors ne\.1 a ~-6 up to 1),500 ft ... in (I.Il attetlr.>t to bettor 
observe tho object., hotrever, there was no rola tivo ch!L.'1Ce in the si~e. 

Several cadets flying T-6's in the area also ob~erv~d the object • 
• 

li. STATUS 0~ TEB IlW"iSTIGATION 
• 

l 

• 

The excellent torethought or t:'le instructor to take continual. fixes or. th~ 
object has eliminated the ?OssibUity or the object beine an drcraft or ba11oon 
eince no I!\Otion vas observed. In addition, an investigo.tior.. vas Illl.de and 1 t. -..rns 
dete~ned that there vcre no b~lloons in the area" 

It' is possible that the object vas a bright planeto This is doubtful, 
bovever, since a planet would &j"1peer to I'OO\•c son41! in 51 !Unut<a ., 

The ar;>}Jroxinate elevation or the fb: has been reques ted., In the origir.al. 
report it vas given as "two inches above the canopy", This ~gle wi~l dopen.d 
on height or the pilot, height or seat, et.c ... When this inf'o~..ation 1.s received, 
a nearly exact fix can be obtai ned and knovn astronor.U.cal bvCies checked ., 
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~ .--.-F'· · M '·' ·;·· Logansaid.however.it.didnot . 

I~ I r~ o_rce en:: .: ha.~;h~·~~;·was brigllt'~lue ... h• . 
· :- . · . , . said. "and the. .object stooo ou~ 

S• h't H · : ·· llke a sore thumb. I couldn't go lg . uge any hl~hel' than u.ooo ·~fcct be· 
. : . cause I h ncl no oxygen 'vith me • . 

. , . • • •'The nhjcct was br.ight· and 

Fl 
, · · s · · · 1' • shone like polished . aluml~um. · . 'VI n· 'g . auce'r· I've been flyinq for 25 year.; and 

never ~aw anythins like it. ' lt · 
. w:~g weird.'' 

'BE~SON, Arlz., April 4 (U.P.)- \ 'ilkE:'rson o'ai(i it WR5 too lar.;e 
··.r..v~ Air Force pilOt3 said today for "a WP., thPr hCJ tloon. 
t ney .watched for an hour as a 
hu!4e ovahhaped object, possibly 1 

~ . 
tn·,. or six times the size of a B·29 
ll•Jmber, novercd at about 55,000 
f,•~t f\bOVe them.' . 1 

· .Chick Logan and C. M . .Jasper, l 
I oth veteran .f\i~ht commanders 1 

fr om Marana ( Artz.) Air Force j 
f1 '1se. saw the ol>ject from the air . . 

F light Instructor Paul Wilker· 
w n, Tucson, and SkeP.t Taylor. 
m.-ner of ' a local llrport, said 
t tley saw it from the- ground. · 
D~vts·Mbnthan Air Force Base 

:1 t. Tucson ·sald some B·363 were 
flying in the Benson ~c:t at an 
altitude of .4(),000 feet . '·· , 
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330'TfH TRAINING SQUAD:tO~l (COIITRAGI' :FL~HIG) 
l'A.nJ..NA AIR BA<3E 
•·~,ran~, Ari~on!'\ 

' ' 15 April 195?. 

SUHJ};CT: Sight,ine of Unicbntifled .1\.eri'll Objoct 

TO: \fuom 1 t 1-L'\y Concern 

' ' 

On 3 April 1952, Sq,uadron II, Clas9 52-G, waH a a::;lgnad v. tr:tun,~uJ.;~ r 
crootf.;.coun rry: naVigat.ion~l f1.ight, viz. , l·:~:r3na - Winkleman - .)1.:n~oon -
Sell - l·:at-~.na 1 Arizona. Each of th9 abovo Arizona ci tie3 rcprel~~n ted n 
'turn;--At-ctteh turn1.n~ -fl01.nt thera w~s asni ene-d e. team of in3t.ructora 
tor tha vurpose of actin~; as radio co!.'llr.tuticr:.tion centur, ch:Jcking each 
cacl;~t a3 hq flew over . Ono aircraft was haJd in rc~dlnens to p3trol tho 
area in the event o:a3 of the ca n.ets. rni~;~ad tht1 turning polnt. TP..is a5r­
crnf't wa~ termed tho Po:tr<.~l Ship. 

}t:y cluticn this d9.te conaist.l3d of flyine th3 Pat1·ol S~ip nt tho 
Benoon, Arizon:l turnin3 point. I l o.nd9d at Benson Alrporl ~pprox:J~n.t.cly 
at 0315 .• Soon after I l and'3d1 one of our CJ.d~ta fleu ovor nt un D.l t:t tttdl3 
or approxlm~teJy 10, 000 ft and called in over tha r adio, glvin3 h.ts ship 
nunl~~r, no~a , Md thnt h~ un!3 onrouta to th~ D~xt turning polnt.. For 
positive identification h.J vas r cqu:;, st.e d to turn l eft or r:tr.ht (I tlo not 
reJ:J&mbar exactly) nnd \10 spotted this c.ircraft by vi~dcn. Thi ~J prc­
cadure ni3C~3sitated our vi3ion to bo constuntly directed upto~ard • 

. 
~r 1 on9 of our in~t1~etors, spott~d an object in the 

oky and dir~ct~d our att~ntion to it. It V'!S a b~~l~ht, ailv~ry ob j oct, 
banging rnotionloss :tn th3 sky at an altitt:.d) I \;ould gtns.;; to ~ some­
whore nbove 501000 ft . It 'W3S not exactly round , but rath~r O"lal in 
app~C\rance. 

I watch@d it for abcut thirty or fo~ty r.-in'.1ta3 , o.nd felt it 
t hat it dld not Ii0.,31 but rath9r hovered in that s:;;rr.e .;pot \olh~re 
bean firot observed. 

pqcul:to.r 
• 
j t. h.9rl 

A cadet by the nat!' ~ fie11 ov.3r and l·:r-. ected 
him to the obj ect, ankin3 if.' he co•1 nee \7hat it U3.:J. .::J c ·,clot ~rnd 
back with, "Sir! It loo!ut like a flying saucer". 

At this titr' J I dacid'ld to ob:Jerve the object as clonely u.s por.siblo 
so I tool-: of.f and c1 in:bed to An altitude of 13, 500 ft . I did not havf) 
o:cyeen . At this alt:ttude th'l object di.d not look l c rg3:t·. It w1:1 R..ira 

br:l lJ :iant. bec3.nss th3 sky war-~ cloro-er and blusr . I flm.z nrotmcl for 
nbout fi va zrinuto=:s 'With th·~ c£mopy open, thl3n descondsd nl"'d land '3d. 
Th9 object llas still thvr P- in t h•3 s!<f. 

• 

Arter a little thH! 1 l 'l!". 
I look~d up·.·~rd , and couJ d no • 
e.i rport rr.:mazer, lco~<od and it \vas 

ask~c\ if I could s1:1a th9 obj oct. 
th'3 

obvious that the obj ect h.nd disappe<u·ec. 
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It is the opinion or thio individual thrtt the abO\""e dc 3c~~ibad 
object could have been a eroat doal hieher than I b:-tve oxprc :lsed in 
this report. l~y judzn~nt n:J to h')teht is notlll'"ally b~J.:;,~d upon ~·;o· ,a 
knmm size or obj eets I e.m rand) :f. '1r v.l th. I knew Wh:'l t [ tll aircr Af t lOC:lkn 
like at certain hei~htn. 

This object could h~ve 
all dt'>pl!ndiug on its size. 
could ba incorrect. 

bet'ln any heieht from tho o~rth' s surfnce , 
Thoref ore, tny c;ua ~s as t o alt.it.urie end c1 ~a 
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