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FTD ('fDETR) 
Rc&earch and Aerial Phenomena Divi3ion 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
Ohio 45433 

Attn: TDPT (UFO) 

Subj: UFO Inves t i ga tion 

4 June 1968 

To: Lt. Col. Hector Quint ~nilla, Jr. 

Reference: I. , :, tion3 , 

• 

I 
I 

Your letter 22 Ma y 1968 , subj ect, UFO :, ; ·.· r: . 

I have the follo\..ring c omment s on all t l11 
listed, in the order they were listed . 

·. you h ave 

l. 7 January 1952, Palmer, Alaska. 

I have rated this case E3 C7, meaning that as far ns s t,anee
ness \'las concerned, the stimulus giving ris e to this rept•..-t 1:()uld 
have been something quite ordinary or it could have f a llf'n : "·· " the 
category of "cigar-sha ped Ufos" report e d from mc:my count..-i. c r• anr1 
which have no ready expla nation. In th is instanc e , th cr:c is no t 
sufficient infonnation to go on. The r eport '"e hav e s t ni.:es , 
"Alaska Air Command informed and will take f urther invt·~ U.(~a : 1 ' !O:' 

action," and, "additiona l data \o~ill be fon-1anlcd when avai. J a i) ~ -.; ". 
To the best of my kno,, ledge the further da ta we re ncveJ:- t c r~n::r• r; t· tcd. 
This plus the fact that it was r eported by one woma n ou t c)f l , • · ( 5 
(not 45 a s the original report sta ted) aml th e fa c t tl wl: i t '.·' ·.tj 

observed at the time of the setting sun, leads me to t hi, ,;( l•• ···\ 

the sighting might have had a meteorlogical origin. Thtt . . " po ~,~ibly 
meteorological, but data insufficient for firm cva lua t l<,,." : ., I·•Y 
recommendation for this class ification. 

2. 14 April 1952, LaCro sse..!._\-li s~_)}s_in_~- -· - - · ·-- - --
I originally asked to r eview this cas e in the hop es t::t:.t un

known to me a·ome additional folloHup had been made. I f ou1ir: 1 it:1. \.. 

despite the fact that a captain of commerci a l airliner And o L; ··:: cc:; 
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Lt. Col. 
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( 

Uector Quintanilla 

( 

had witnessed this, no followup \-1h.:1tever Has made. It 1:4 : lt,; br>t t 

of thing in this case, and in a nrea t many others , tha t I• · · • •;(! t.:o 
the facetious, but somewhat dead l y remark by someone thnl ,· ,·u _;C"ct 
Blue Book might be called, not the "Socie ty f or the Invr s t ' .:. i. i un 
of Unexplained", (Ivan San crson's organixat ion) but r at h c: , •·::IJc ic•ty 
for the Explanation of the Uninvestigated". Since 194'7, i~t.! • ·:.••se 
of lack of funds and adequate personnel, a formi.dnbl e t1Uin1·, ~ ,· \ ' C 
cases were not adequa tely follO\o~ed up. I h a d o ften poj nl.f· • ,): ,\.. , 
both to officials in Dayton and i.n \-lashington, th.:1 t a cL:1y n , .·eckon
ing might some day come '"'hen the Air Force mi ght be a sked tu ~hov; 
cause why proper investig.:1 tions were not rnnde. In this cn··(', ~or 

instance, no attempt apparently was made even to find oul ' . · · "L be 
others" were who had· made. this sighting . Hot., many? \V• ·r (' , 
passengers? Were they members of the cre\o/? No nt temp~ ,' ·:• •; 
made to find out the duration of the sigh t i ng . In v ic\·J • , ti1 i.s , 
it is patently impossible to form any sort of a va l id j. . :· .. ;: :u; 

to what the stimulus that gave rise to this report migh i. ,, .. ·· · · u" \·.1 . 

To list it as "insufficient information" is incorrect , L i.d'. l. : ,; , u ~1 ld 
really be. listed as "insuff icient informat ion b ec ause o f l a d ( uf. 
followup". A store of informati o n may h ave been avail av lc , it. ~ thi s 
a tore was never tapp ed. Inc idc.ntally, how is the case &n:·e::: r_~; 1 .. y 
carried, unidentified, or insufficient infol-mation? Th e lat i: \•r 
would certainly be more appropriate. 

3. 4 June 1952, Stuttgart, Gennany. 
• 

1 have rated this a E3 C6 meaning puzzling but pos fJ :i. bly t:., p1..'1n
able case of credibility 6, since there were t\-70 witne~se~;; tc··h r,) cally 
trained. One witness was a Licutenallt Colonel who \vas shortl·1 L~1cre-. ~ 

after assigned to the Directorate of Intelligence, lleadquartcrs , 
United States Air Force. It seems unlikely th a t they \·lOuld h:.wc 
been mislead into a misidentification of an F84, and reported i ns tead 
a very bright light that crossed in front of the ir aircraft, 1••!\dc 
fairly tight turns , and then have turned their own aircre1ft t~t 

follO\v it. Of course, it is entirely possible tha t it \ o)Of: .. ~rcoss 

misidentification on the part of these two experienced pi i C'i ' !; t:1nd 
therefore the evaluation of possible aircraft is jus ti f i ct;. it 
is unjustified, however, in the statistics for the year t o c .. :. l it 
an unquestioned aircraft. To be fair, one might al so hav e ·· ··: ignated 
it "possibly unidentified" and at the end o f the yea r h~lv c l :i. ::;te<l 
it as "unidentified". I h ave long inveighed agninst th e unncccpt
able (and this is to any good stat is tic ian) statis tics el··i' I oycd by 
Blue Book over the yea rs in transforming"possibles" and " p"A:"o·u.ablcs 
into firm actualities • 
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