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Dr. P..obinson observed that in the caoc of this fl1.ght , an :l.rregularlj 

shaped yellot-r light appeared in the rear. Tho i'orn.a.t ion inC'J.udod dark 

diffuse area~ , and tho arc i t scl£ quiver ed or pulsated in the diroction of 

its ·cr a.vel . 

l.!.ach or)jcvt lmd an angular manit 1de that uoulii te tbo equivalent of 

12 incl es ncr'Os ... nt a diatanoo of .30 or 40 feet, and in violent ngj.ta.tion . 

1'b.is 1-:as the firat siehting that " • ~ e:tnenw.n, yho hc.d been skopt:iCE1:l 

about the whole thing, liJado. l'Lc. sighting ·1uc Go l0\1 anc! so apoctaculfir 

that t· e ua.s really JOlted, and nppe.rontly ahO\JOd l t , "or tre "rOUT> j okingly 

dubl ed it 11Heine!:li:.l.n ' o Forro:r". 1'he flight llld tho appearance of a. gt'Oup 

of' 12 to 1; pale objectu in tho ::;hape of ~ua.C.rnnt of n c.1.rcla, .,. rc(~ucing 

a pule-yello~ blinking light anu roving noisolosaly. 

The profeszors claim 12 11off:t.ci.11J sightincs . " This is their ot'""' tern, 

as they t<:ould ~1t rocognize uny zighting tho.t vre.s not tdtneosecl by at least 

wo or their group . They do llOt CO.!Lpletoly ..lOc.ept the photographs taken 

by Carl Hart, nnd state that, lmd thoy felt H J:'OOsible1 tJ1ey l:OuJd 'lnve 

ma<...o every effort to tt.kc phototTnrhs tho":tSol ves , but thut the objecto 

moved tvo fast . They have aloo taken into c.o:.wid.er:.:' im th'3 norial activity 

that was taking plt.cc cvm· the S'W Unite· Statos nt ·:.ha:t t:l.n:.e - tho much 

publicized 11Graon Fireballs" . They atte!!:ptod to tie up tLc tv.o , but could 

find no association l>ot\.een the fireballs and the nyizlg objects that they 

had seen. 

((How grcon are the fireballs?)) 

( (Tho reported graon f:lreba1lc that flashed U<"'.XOSS t bo skies of· SW 

United States i n great numbcr3 ~uring 19~C, ' 49, end 150 ~re still a ~ttor 

9 



• 

or gt~at conjecture. 'l'hcy tJere tl·o .1.ght by son:.c scientists to be nrJteors . 

Dl· . J . Ks.plan of the Scient:li'ic Advioory Poard is one such ocientie t 1 b'..tt 

Lli y_ual.if'ied h I o bolicu' ' tiThe daytime ' fireball t j_ncid.ents ero COlrq>l~;;teJy 

baf'fling. Ho motoor lJOuld uet•sisi: i'or a.r. J.ong un tb:!rt:r minut;os. 
~ 

(ED:TOR 1S 

liOTE:: Tb~ cfuy-CJimO incideni of 2? l'arch 19/t-9 la~tad more tr ...... n ha.lr ~ n our. 

Thio duration is • mch longer than ~r recorded genuine meteoric J.ncidont . ) 

The characteristics of the noctt1:rnal green fireballs , of rcla.t.ivoly t.he 

aame hoiaht and r..a.ving no ~ound, ure or:oerJ uhich aro diffiCl:!.l·~ t<; oba..,rv~;> 

lrl thout Vt'3rJT careful irwtru·oontat.5.on a.n to their (heie t.) . ) ) 

( (Lr. Lincoln La Paz, d.il.·ector of the Iru~tituto of lfutcoritos; Univer .. 

sity of tlow Uax:ico , Albuquerque, made a. cor_q->rehensivc atudy of the f'ir abll.l.l s 

nnd f'elt that they yore not DX)tooi·:. . Dr. !a Paz otateds nt~st or the rcporto 

of ' greon :f.:ixebolls r otate that they appear w -:rovo in horizontal. paths, 

throughout ita ontire extent, to the plaoo of the torizon. Such por.oisten·t:. 

horizontal! ty ataudo :.Ln the sho.rpest contr:1~t to tho c1olimlar\Uy (."Onco.v~ 

patha travoraed by genuine meteorite.:: , \rlhon these penetrato doepl.y into tho 

ct!rcsphc!'e of tl1o earth . ) ) 

{(" n tile ea:;e of genuine !tetcorite faJ.l~ , uith ltmdnous puth~ torci.no:L-

ing even at. heights comdderably g::cator than those a.t t•hich the re l r

of the graen .f'irebaJ~s are situated, tho observed lum:tnoUD phenorr.ona ar 

ahrnys accompanied by roctrcordinariJ.y violent nois( ... . .o noi:;etJ \7hatc"Je~" 

have been observed in connection uith any ono of tho !lor1zontnlly- iJOving 

grean fireballo . )) 

( ( n~ be anor11lous greenish luJJinous phonom 0.'1. sl ow c· ·ioun UGS ciution 

.rit.h ·101ell-knnnl r::etoor s! o•ror3, although none of U oae r.nntU!l z:: t or shot era 

no:rn."lJly produce extreooly brleht ~"'l·eon fi.rcbn.lls . T.l e :rela.t1onship ~ited 
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might indicate a.n attempt. to render the groen f'ireballo less ccnspic:m.ons 

by causing th<!lm to uppon1• only Yhcn there 1::; a h.."lc'kground of conoidorabl o 

lwt'l.n"al meteor ic activity. ")) 

Now "Blue P.ook" 

~'ho stue\,v of uru.dentified. ae!•ial objocto b-.f the JSA ' ':'D.B fi:rst 

assigned tho nv.mo of Project Sign; "thin ,,rna lnter chani.;)ed -t.o Project Grudge; 

recE:ntly the :n.a.tlC 1 roject mlle r .ook bar. been assigned to 1t,. In order to 

ourrort Projac"t Blue 1'-cok, several cvnferenceEI bnve been held l-r.l t !!!embers 

of s. research organization. The hiehly qun.lifiod J:Jombors of this orguniza

tion ~~rc ~1ven access to the u~AF filos on the projcc~ . After a atut~ or 
the i!Iformation available, they decided that there are enough roport.~ tllc..t 

cunnot be explained to warrant !?. detailed invest1ent:Jon. SeveraJ. other 

engineere and fl oionti sts have boon (-ont Lcted and their opinions are much 

tho onmo. 

Sti11 they fly 

And eo tho urdden·Lifiod llerial objects remain in tbe 1·eaJ m of the 

1(1onti.fied . There l 'el'Ilain practioa]]y ca: d. CUU'!:">B of op.:.nion: thooe ,._mo 

soy it is a] J oilly vitch- huntingJ those who keep c.n open F.Jind; and tho so 

who will fight tc tho de3.th to def"ond the validity of "those th1r '"Pc that 

fl_y. n The e.run.rer, if ther9 is one, \ri] 1 evontunJJ.y na.teria.li;e ~ and ' be 

v U l not be caught na.ppinc. Unt:tl tha-t time, it p nee itsolf "~n t. o 

"opttn mind" category. 

lOX 

F:ty1ng pie-pan 

UAO hoaxes have been aJ moat oon- existent in rece "·<., ., eo.rs , but Air 

Force files stiJJ contain recorw:; o! oome of the early llon.xea . A typical 
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incident took plaoo in Shrevoport, Louisiana, in July 1947. The papcra 

ple.yod tho story big, and it \1nG a tuo- My sen£ation. Hr. H----1 of 

Shrevdport , decided that he uould atop by a used- ear lot on his v:a:y l ome 

from W'Ork and try to find a bargain car. As he stood loold.Il(' over tho 

prospects, he heard a loud t-mirring tmd, looking up, saw a bright, oilvc11" 

disc, which appeared to him to be spittine fire and GrlOko. It dropped, 

with a crash, in the street . Ha rushed over, retrieved t~6 object, then 

eontaotod Borksdnl~ AFB. 

The thing wv.o crudely rr.ade and co obviously a hoax thc.:.t Barksda.le 

personnel tvere able to thank Mr. U---- and aooure hilll that it \/US t he 1;ork 

of a practical joker . The next. day a vary red-faced gentlc1'"an admitted 

that he yas tho ttakor of the aa.ucer. He vas 01D.T1lo7ecl by an eloctrice~ 

fir:n "Whoso building uas noo..-t door to tbe nsed- ear lot. The sauccr-mnkor 

had planned the epi sode as a joko to bo played on his boss. He ~ad 

launched the thing from the roof or the bui J ding and, truo to plan, J.. t 

:bad actna1 ly lo.nded near his ermloyor 1 s ear. The pay-off lorao that his boss 

paid no attention to it, but l·h-. H-- did end tho joko bac.kfix·cd. 
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IS THI8.E A SlliPLE, 1 ~TURAL EX:PUuiATION? 

Astronomirol, meteorological, and li[jlt pheooDOnat or sil:Iply failure 

o£ observers to r"'coo;nizG f'cmU.ior objects in tho oir i'OJ7 \That the;r l'Ca.lly 

are, my cxplnin m:u:ty reported UAO oightinga. 

I t i s midnight. A luminous bocy, seemincly ns bri ght a a tho sun, 

strealas across the ak;y. It emits sparks o.nd pu.f.'f's of SMOke, and tro:ils 

yhat appears to bo a long, f iery oxha.UGt. Tho object then disappears 

with a series of fiashea , and, ohortJ.y after 1 a fenrf'ul roar and earth-

shaking explosions arG hoord. Op.ly one DJlll witnosses this event. Never 

ha~ observed anyth1Dg eo avo3oma in tho eldea bof'ore, he is convinced 

thet he must have seen en interplanetcry' spa.co elrlp. 

Porllapa he .ho.e . It 'tdll nov.n· be posai:U.e to eey vith absolute cer

tainty that he c:J.rmot have ocen an extra.-torroatial vehicle. Thoro e .. ra m 

other "tdtnessea to t.lle incident and, therefore, by ~ho rules of e·fic.ence, 

m ono coll~ ;etont to controvert coucluaivoly Ids conviction that he bas 
p, y 

s een spaco -r.rawloro i n trausit. Ghttnce:s are, however, if he \tm•e :r.x>ro 

f'anrlliar tdth ast~oomicsl phenozrJ:ma, he •ould idont.if'y his UAO l"3 a reorc 

conventional viaitor .frou spaoo - n notcorite. l-rua.t he h."is aeon and 

hoard ·~~ ll ioo ve1~y cloaGJ.y ui t.h the frequently o bsorved und startling 

phell()!:lSna of light and sound that often llCCOmpaey tho faJ~ o2 meteorites. 

Over 100 rnjJlion neteors f all daily 

Ono hundred mj 11 ion or more IilStOOJ.~a CO! e l~acing into tha oa.rtn t 3 

at!oosphcrc da ;i Jy at speeds of 100, OOC rr..il.es per hour, to t1eot their doom 

under the f or ce and tr9Ill0ndoua trictio1;.nl resistenco encountorod c.t such 
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volocitio~. Those uhich partly survive the £riction oi tho earth ' s 

a.tn:oDphore and fall t.o the ground, froquently \lith tho startliDg light and 

sound effects reported by our observer, are ca11od meteorites . UnusooJJy 

brillicnt metcor8 are eaJJ.ed. firebslla . These often leave 1'UI:l1nouo trnina 

that rw:y persist a.s long ao an hour o.ftor tho .fireball itself has disa.p1,osrad. 

Da.yllrrht meteors frequently do not e.pponr luminous , but do loavo n traU, 

a.nd often no noise is heard. Sometimos meteors explode in mid-a.ir . Thtlso 

are ca1lod bolides. 

Of the ooteors wich ftlll c"~nily, a. bout 25 m:f l lion ore visible to th~ 

naked oye, nost of then appearilJFl as the i'mnil1ar "shooting stars" that 

occasionally dart across tho aky a.t night. Yet very felt of thcce are ever 

found .• for it is rrobable tl't.n.t roat J"leteors are a body !X> le..rt'l'or than a 

pinheP.d. One 110 larr or than c. golf bo.ll l'VlY appear n3 bright as tho fu.l.l 

t'1Qon. Swll -wonder, then that meteors and t."loir d·~rlvati,ros t31..'!€L'E1St thGI:J.

oelves as likoly cxplc.nations of mny UAO sight1l1g:J . 

Another astrononicaJ phonooonon which '!!JAY provide an ansuer to nome 

of those sightines is the recurrent brilliancE' of our nenroot planet, the 

fartll i e.r r.orning and evening star - - the planet Venus . It outshines nl) 

celestial bodies except the s'Wl ancl the l'Joon, nnd, near tho time a oi" its 

greates t bril liancy, it ia plainly visible to the nriked eyo even at midday, 

whon attention is clirectoc, t,o it. It outshines Sirius, t he brighte::~t sto.r 1 

by fifteen tines . Venu.'>, uhen as bright ,.s thio, and shining through 

interstices in the clouds, could easily give the effect of" a flemii'..I! objtJct 

trl.th a tail - a c1escriotion £cl"tured in tnany UAO rep01~"ts. So could Hcrcury, 

or tho rod planl3t lms. 
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Scient ifi c anal ysio of all UAO r e ... "'orts received to dnte indicates 

that allr.ost IJJ% may be attributed to failure of the oboervcr, fot• ono 

reas on or c.nothor 1 to idonti.i'y such c.otron.om:ical. phonomona. Addi tiona.J 

a.etr.onomica.l end other phcnonena of the ok:lcc.; uhich rrJDY be inch1.ded in 

this ca.tecror:r, o.lthough, at rJOat, they cu::plain only an occasioool s ighting 

are : l) zoili a cal liE!'ht (tho t;lo\1 along tho zod:i.ac of sur~i ~t l'eflectou 

b,y netcortc oo.terial) ; 2) oodiacaJ. light. ' s co\mtereJ_oll, knovm ua gogonachoinJ 

3) the ghostly beon:s and curtains of lig.~t of the aurort.. boro0lis :111d g.uro.ra 
' 

oust r ol 1s, seldom seen in our l ti tudes , but which arc COrill'lD~ enough nes.r 

tbe roagnati•.! pol co; 4) illusory ef'fects of clouds and light in connectum 

with such t"amiliar celcst !PJ. bodies as the sun nud the r..oon; and ; ) all 

l1ghten1ng. 

Noth.i.n ·ster1ous about rnacy UAOa 

Another 35~ of UAO sight:h~gs IilllY be attributed to zr..iointerpretat.:on of 

objects no raore eyetorioue than weather bPLoo!'.!3 , L ircratt., t.llC evon COii!!:JOn-

place things like birds a.n '\1:'.rul-borne bitC) o .... pt:.pcr. ~.11 noriODJ , intC'lli-

("I nt :;?COplc from time 'tO time m:J sUike SOE.e 'L!Ore or lees f~Jmil1£Jr ""bjeot for 

another object. These er rors arise chiefly -rr01 .. inabilicy to os1.imute size, 

apocd, and distance. It io not JA):Jeiblc ~...o estimate a.cc1..1.1·atoly such 

clta.racter istica or f).nall bright obj ects against tl .. e elcy" 1,mJe;;o the object 

is .first ~ centi fied. This is cloubly t:..'UfJ at night. S .. -..•U. objects may 

occa.siona.llj be borne to great heiehts bJ otr ong winds. It wuld be it1-

poss ible to estj Jr.ate the cJists.nce, size, a.nd SJleccl of such objects, and it 

would be easy to fai l to recognize t.l am. 
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Tho test guesses as to tho non-astr ononical objects vh1cl! elJ.cit 

~any U!{O l'C")orts include reflections oi t lte sun f rozn diatant a..1 rcra1 t , 

t•unniru.; lights on aircraft , searchlights on clouas , f lares, nnd the pre

vic usly ment:lone d wind-uorne o bj o cts . J:lcc t Gttea s of aJ 1 in tlli e co. teeoT1J, 

:roucver, is 'OO.lloons - -1euther) .rcue(l.rch, and evet. old-i'9.allioned carnivaL 

baJJoons. 

i.-:>re t ba.n 101 of UAO reports rray rcasomblj t·,e put (,Ol • 1 to balloono 

w~:d.ch are rolooaed on '"Outine oynoptic as co 1ts by tbe Ai.r ~P.athor Service , 

the Navy Aerological Sol'Vice, o1· t1:c United States ~oa.ther Buroou. In 

addition, U. s. 1'\:ril:w un'lt.s ana other public and private in..,.titutior!s, such 

as unlversitJ.es, nuti·~ vJCa.thor balloon o~servnt2onu . 

?ibals a.re released f'or obeervo.tion of' 'IJinCs t:J.oft at aL":''..oat every 

airport in the United States that ho.s rogulLr m1litary nnd a irline trnff'i(;. 

They riso at about 600 <Peet. nor minute, and l:.ocaLLBe o"' their compa.re.ti vcly 

sr:.all size, just .30 inches in cianeter, they o.re c1iffi cult to sec abov~ 

f'eet. Therefore , they probably account for o nly a few U~\0 a ightings . 

RAOB3 look like discs at 85, 000 f eet 

lJOre likely stimuli to UAO reports are ... nat'MDUent .. carrying balloons -

:rauinsonde and radiosondo (1.AOOO) . RAOES are six f"eei in di.aootor at release, 

but they inflate to twenty to tt-Jenty- .fi vc feet boforo tl,oy U'l.rl t ~~ t a.l ti tude a 

ranglng up to S.O.OOO feet . I f l-teathor coru.1itioru:: a~·o ideal, tho:t can be saon 

1dtr the ~~e~ eyo at altitudes up to 85, 000 ~ae . A• r}in altitude, they 

can definite~y t~ke on the uppeare.ncc. o~ Oying c:isco . All the aitcs !n tho 

Unit6d Sta.tea vl ere scheduled instrll!!~ont ba.lloon r nleuses are t'l!lc.1e are shol-m 

on ths :rn.'lp OJl page ---· 
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RAOfG carry lightu at. niG 14, , fact \Jhich ~ account for so:.:1.v 

instances ul•en pilots atte ![)ted to Clhlse UAOo during hours of dnrknes~ . 

Such conditions could hvve prouucod a loss of orientation on thtJ po.rt ot 

t.ho observer . !bvomont is al\•OJS relo.tive. If tho only outeido roint o1• 

rofercnca is a point of lirl t , D.nd both tho objE}ct and the oboerver are 

I:ov1ng, it is pl'dct~ clly hipoatJiblc for 1he observer to separate tho t1:o 

• ot:lonc . It, is cliffic.ut e-nough to fly a f.Ood pm·suit curvG on another 

a ir or 1ft in bror r dllyl:!.ght, "'or cmn."nple, l ot alor.e to C'~oso on a ooli to..ry 1 

.G'OV:lllg li r•bt at night . 

!. ""ot or type of balloo1 figurir.g in t.be UAO picture i~ the kind used 

.. in connect 1on rlth 'Project Skrhook. These 'l.ro:irc. plan tic bags, uhich sccna. 

to heights oi' over lOO, OCOfeot , arc shoun in tll•J rhoto at rigb·t; . ~.i'he;y· aro 

flown fro~ nobile launchi n . ' 
S~(,0"3, 

r~lastod to float. nt :f'ixed altitudes, tb~ carry rucio tx·nru:;mittor3 so th .... t 

t l ey rooy bo tracked ~ J!'CO.l'l..D cf very-b:teh-frequenc.-'Y di1•ec C.ion-finclil"'..g equip-

mont 'or the dur· tion of their flieht over the n:ttod States, or unt:U 

oitller tboil• bnllo.et or thcil' r:at.te:-ies c:.rc e ended. Houever, t.1 esc:: eo 

vell s the less spect o.cular bnllooro, :may be lost ll!1d vin~ up in tl1e UAO 

files . 

It has been sueGeatod th t : o e U.t.Os , cs ecU,~ 1y tho:::v uhere the ob..,ect 

m.s dCSC'!'i'tcd as c gt.!X- s· c.ped, A.'lif:l t u.ctu1:1lly bo guit od missiles . This 

e.ppeara to be nn lhJ..1ikoly explo.no.tion. These mit.siles arc la.uncbt~d at only 

three loeatio:ns t!U'Ol ghout t. o nitcf Stutess 1) Point l:rugu. no!:th of 

ws Angelea,. Colj .... . ; '"') ln1ite Se.nos, :t:.·ia. ; anC. 3) Patrick .AFB, Cocoa, Fla. 
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Firing is conducted out to eca and over controll~d test ranges . Since 

aJ~ u.nauthorized persons are ohooed out of the area., there would 1 o no on'-' 

l1kely to tt~n in n UAO report. 

Arter elim1nating UAO ai~ht3nas attributable to tho astrono~icil and 
I 

tho r..on- as tronomic..ti phenor.1em consioerca in thio article , torether with 

the ho:.l.XOa , c1iaous3ed on pe.go - ·- --' plus tl ose reports l.."l.ckine ::n'!ffic-

iont evicence for invostieai.,ion -- after all thio a: p!'Ox:i.J t.elj 15~ of 

U.AO sightings y•emnin bonn fide UAOs . Thut is, tl,o evidence suggests no 

ready explanation. 

Trick or temperature - inveroion and refraction? 

One possible e::mlanation han been e.r vanc-od by tho llw.-ro.rd cstroph.ysic

ist , Dr . Dorw1d I. Uenzc-,~ . (Soe I.cm~~, June 17, 1952, pp • .35-39. ) As ::;u:m-

'i.rized bJ· 'lime, June 9 , 19,:-;-, 1 • 54-56, t'to l~o nel of Dr. "cnze..l ' s 

~othc~3is follom:; : 

"Nor~·mJ.ly, tho a t!."'Isphcre grovs cooler a oJ. ti tudf.: i:'lcrensoo , bm .. 

unde~' some conditio.w it Iw:y contain lcye1s of 'WUl' air 1..., t.h cold a.ir bel ov 

then. Those <J.re cn.lled 1 inver~ions .' They occur in oJ:t cli.lJ"~tcs but o.re 

commonest in deserts, Yhore both th') ground and the e.h· get very hot in doy-

ti;ne. As soon as the sun sets, tho ~ound cools of'f , radiating its v rr..a.th 

into the sky. The njr for a feu f'oet up grOlfS cool ~ co:1ta.ct tJith the 

oool earth b1.1t the a:1r 1:~ little higher stayo wcrm. • Thowrme.ir 

overhead turns (10~nn.rnrd tl'e light fro!'l bright objects , such as street light..o 

or o.uto headlanpe . 11 

Te~eraturo inversion arP.l rei'rnctiorl, as pl'O""OUildod by hr. ~'enzel, is 

frunilia.l'· to nost of us as moto:riots tmen e SQO tlle rn:lrago ur.ich looks liko 

shining lm.ter in the road ahecd. Ot.ler in,eroions occur when a warm lo.yer 

of· air hangs sevoM~ thousond feet ll!)• A p ilot f'lying just above thio 

lS 



--- • 

------li' 

DRAFT OF /.H.'l' lCL l'OH A UGIIS'C Al 1t H 'I'gLl,ICIJ.~. CE Dlli S'r 
.~ 

# \ ((It i. s s uPces ted that 
. ~ t he art.lcle m order 

items incl osed Ln double parenthesis be omitted from 
Lhat it, Iili.ght b~ declassified from r~stricted to un
m.anner t he arti.ole coul d be used as pres s release ~ ~~-~ 4 .Y class tried. In th:ts 

,o.. if necessary. ) ) 
• - f~i ~ 

! ~'S i 
• 

• 

\' ' ' = ~ g :xl 

No r ecognition manual prints the picture of a bli.nr i.nm ~rPJo.t"lge lig~ r a 
• ('!)~ ~ 1/) n. ...2 

of thes ~ i!1§1l! 'C'e fl. Lu!?; < bjects 

t g =s Q 
og.. ~ 

l . IN THE -- . L\T 'f 110 hL IE YOtJJJER 

w}urling disc , yet reports of the sighti nrs 

come in \dth incr easing regQlari ty . 

ttany t imes in recent months , the questlon has >een asked: 11 • hy has 

the U-., ,}<' renewed its interes t in unide n tifi ed aerial objects?" 'l'he pro-

ject vla:J d.ro.;pe d as a special prior ity proj ect Ln 1949, but i t has c on-

ti.nued s tnce then as a normal intelLL£ ence funct ton . U >i.'F' intellif-ence 

has nothing to sell except f acts , and to t)in down t he f acts in th.is matter 

is l i ke pinning down Kllr oy • 
• 

It i.s ,.ulte under standable why a r reat rnany people t a ke a dim view 

of the study of"flyin g saucer s" . The whole s nbject i.s so fant astic that 

anyone studying the pattern of the reports receive d by t he lJSAI•' s oon f inds 

himself in an atmosphere of " Alice in .onderland11 f antaSJ' . And yet , f acts 

do exist: reports are c o ~ing in wi. t h lncreasing freq u.ency , and the per s ons 

ivho see these objects are s 1..ncere and tn nost cas es rn.at .rre and c ompete 1t 

people . The si.ghters are , penerally spea" lnr , couvi nced beyond t he shadow 

of a doubt that what th~y have seen is real. lowever , they are s ometimes 

sensitive about discussing t he matter, for f ear of beint; t hought to be off 

their r ocker . This regrettable atti tude on t he part of t he iJUbli.c 11.as been 

engendered lar(;el.f by t he fanciful , and occas1.ona lly sarcastic , coverage 
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leyer, esy.eciall y ~~ its power to divert light is increased ~y duot, may 

see belol-T him the displaced hoo.ge of the sun, tho moon, or oven a brightly 

l ighted cloud. Tho imago may bo distorted b.,r yaveo i:a the inversion, and 

a whole formation of objects may then appear to be in rapid motion. 

Reflection and refraction theories ns natural explanation of UAO 

reports are queotioned by authorities l.lko Dr. Rooold Ivcs, the Cornell 

geophysicist, who is an outstanding authority on mi r ages. Dr. Ivcs points 

out that the reflectivity of temperature eispe.rities in the air is eo 

slight that 1 t reduces the intensity of the light source to a negligible 

degree -- fa1: lees bright than tho brilliantly lumioous objects that ha.vo 

been so frequently seen. 

lost UAOo can bo explained vith aol!JS degree of certitude . Lr • • 1enzel 

or someone else may have the nns\.:'er to all, solllS , or none of' the unexplained 

15%. 
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Ol'l!ERS MI GHT S SPACE SlllPS 

CRAFT li'ROM OUT YOriDER COULD BS DISCS, SPHERES, OR DIG V-2s 'WITH WINGS 

lt ie j ust pobsi ble that so;,oo of the 1m:identi£iad objects may be space 

ships from a.nothe r planet. The idea o£ npace travel i s no longer t he fnn

te.stio s ubject i t \IllS in tho years before 'World War !.... 'In tho USAF ' s 

s tudy of ,m1dentificd obj ects , space ships hnve been given serious consid

eration. 

A1 though ve do not koolol wat a opaco ship f:rom another planet will 

look like, w c!o knov a.pproxim:ltely ubat a apace ship bull t " D Earth will 

l ook l ike. 

Wil Jy Ley, t ho rodket expert, says the chip 'Will look like a largo 

rocket - like a V-2, but taller . I t s h ei ght llill b~ 10 to 1 2 til. s i ta 

l argest d:1a.;roter . It trill have short 'Wings , pln ced £o.r t ack. The wings 

vil1 be either sharply svept back, or ulll have [1 del ttl co'lfiguratio ..• 

Such a ahip will have e.n atm::dc pover pl ant. Thrust f or tcltc-off \dll be 

provided by a chemical boootor , to avoi d mki ng t he takG-Oi'f area radio

active, tUld tho atomic rorer vill 1 o used EJhortly afrorwro. 

However ,. a t ransport f rom another pll!net might have the shape of a 

ephere, or a disc. For trn.vcl through t he Errth ' s atmosphere, the aphore 

1·rou1d not be noarly as eff i cient aa a thin disc. Tho S} hare could have 

t r enendoue strenrlh, but i t s a erodyz,ncic cl:ulro.cterist ics wo d not .I!Utch 

those of the diso. In t l.c vacuum of outn"t" space , l owevor, the shape of 

a sn;'lC'e ship 1\'0l.Ud not nffect its ~aco at all . 

If tl.o un1dentif1ed objects are Rpacn ships f'!"'m outside the Earth ' s 

orbit, tho strange behavior or somo o! them ( overing, flyinr in jerky 



bursts of speed, changing direction o.t high speed, spinning, and acoolor

~ting sudce~v to hir,h speeds) cnn be explained only by 1) ~ cource of power 

unknown to EarthJ.i~o:J ; 2 ) ma.terio.lo J:osoesoing greater :Jtrength a.ncl greater 

ability to resist heat. than a.ey nov kncmn on Eartl1 ; .3) rbysically ::::t."Pcrior 

beings or robots capable of 1Jithstanding er.orJr~.ouu G forces --or; 4) a new, 

radi cal means or overcoming or screening gravity. 

Two poss i hil i tic::: : !'ars nnd Venus 

Space :::hips could co aa hero fron eitbc:r. lfurs or V' nus. Other planElto 

in the solar system are consider£ld r-oor prospoct3 for life to ex1st . Be

cause of tLe climutic and atmspherlc conditions believed to exist on l!aro, 

it is thought by astronomers that a race of inttll ... (fence beings 'ould be 

more l ikely to be f'ound on that planet than on Venue . liars he.a a rare 

atmosphere, nearly devoid of oxygen anc \·vator, and its nights ure much 

colder than our Arct ic v.tnters . The atmosphere of Venus appears to he cloudy 

r..r.d e.ppn.r~;ntly e:onsists mainly of carbon dioxide uith deep claude of formn.ld

ohy,1e droplets. Venus seems to have little or no wate:~.~ . 

lJoepite these environmental chllractoristica, it is possihle tl1c..t intelli

gent beings ex:ist ott bo"th planeta . Such beinea could be t.ypes whose boey 

chcm:istry, size, uppearan"'-', (. n.d l.:acic requircl!lCnto for mo.intena.nco of lifo 

a.rG 6"1ti ... ·ely differGnce .from our olm. 

l-lhen nrc ~s nearest Ear th1 it is aoout 35 ,0uo, (l00 ynilos atmy. \lhen 

Vcmw iz r~arent. :&"lrth, it . .is about 26,000, 000 rn:iJes awy. tenus is~].) 

e:J large ar, F.:u~th; Ilars io smaller than Venus. 
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Space ships might como from other solar s:~stoms 

Arguments such as those applied to Ha.rs and Venus need not nocosso.rily 

apply to planets orbiting staro other thun our sun, ~ccuraing to J . E. Li~~ s 

of tha Hand Corporation. 

!~ey planets outside our solar system rua.Y have tho environ'I!.cntal 

ch.aracterietics of Earth. The existence o£ life on planets wrtich have tho 

"right conditions" is not only possible, Lipp firml.Y believos, hut inGvitable. 

I!e assumes, for tho sake of hia argument, that man is 11o.vcrage 11 , o.nd thu:J 

tllat half the beinga on such planets aro ahead of w;; in knouledge , and have 

reached various levels or ap<tce travel oxperionco. Conceivo.bly, c..s Lipp 

auggoate , nmong the ~riads of other solar syotems in spuco, one or r.'Ore r!lcos 

of intelligence beings on planets fa.r ren:.ov~Jd from our colar systo!n HAVE 

discovered rothods of' travol that ue could rege.rd only us fantastic . Yet, 

the greater t ho astronon:teol distances that would have to bf:l traversed by 

srace travelero to reach our Earth frou outside our solur a;ystcm, the slighter 

the chance thnt space travelers \IOuld ever fina this planet. The ~alrucy-

ue a:t•e in hua a djameter of a'hout 100, 000 light yeo.ra , o.nd a total !l'.nos 

of about 200 billion times that of oU!" sun. Other ga·larles , at dist.ancos 

':.D" to billiono of' light yoaxs , have been rl'..otog1•aphed, nLF1>ering severol 

hundred million and each containing mUliov..s of individool stars . A ra~ 

of superior intellieence, unless it occurs frequently in outer opa.co, rould 

oot be likely to st\lf.1bla upon Planet III of Sol, a fif'th- roagnitucle star in 

the outskirts of our locv.J , or Hilky Woy, galaxy. 

CAPTIOlt: for SOI.fE 01UERS MIGHT BE SPAtJ:.... SIITPS 

BREAKING ELLIPSES . Space ship coming to Earth lllir,ht execute sovoral ollipoc.s 

aa ~hovn in order to reduce speed for lending. Dralli.Jg io to OC(l] c , oxcept 

that a.tmosphe!"O (broken circle) i~ four tines too Cloop. 
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VII P aE-1947 U/.0 Rr:J'ORTS 

Early--- r:oanlng pro- 194?--rcpor s ~ l~a rir.h und varied, and fe] 1 con

sistently, liko ~rod ern a:lght 1 ngs , into three cu tegori cs a luminous balls; 

ouucer-shape d objccteJ cigo.r-sha.pod objact a . 

EDITOR •s lL!'I'Ea TJNE, in a recent a rt:.tclo, n:cntionct tho celebrated 

:•airship" 1·eoortod seen i n le96-~·7 by t hous anc s of ' UOJ,la fron Ocltlond1 

Cal if. , to Gh C'.:lC:O , m. r i.1tou. pD.Tt of e clipping n.bout it from t.hc HG\o~ 

Yor k HERALD of 11 ftpril 1897. lll~liDA1tb < '•.> r, .in un nrticle in ita J uly 

1952 iooue ~ ••F lying Sa.ucers .Art, l O\ il\ ane Only, 11 entioncr rur ortod UAO 

sighting!l in 1913 , 1 c;oJ,., 1 S«i ( tto a 'lno one mentioned 'by TI :E) , 18 '2J ar..rl 

1870 . Tl esc :ref orn.aces guve l ou:por·ficinl impression t hat :fT. ~ und HEA1'BF.S 

DlGE'ST 1 ad extcn::dvely roscnTc'i1ed the sub ·act of early UJ\0 sightings. These 

er'.incnt nagazinos , . 0\1evcr, :for ull t heir rcput tiono f or tl orouolmeoz nnd 

t hGir large reao l'Ch otaff a, b:. rely scrat ched the ~mrfa.ce of this r~ch and 

extruord· ~rlly i nterestinn s ub j ect. 

Ii. i s r ather ··1dol,y l !3lievod t h!i.t 11Arr..old Report11 of 

21.,. June 1927~ \oJe.G the f irst llAO r c .. 'Port . /1.ctu'l.lly , reported UAO si,•ht .... ngs 

o , ,ay, va:y back--well ovor a century a nd poso1.bly to Old Toot. cnt daya . 

Aloost all "early siel tin ~ , '' ac thoy ave bean short-titled bJ the Air orcc, 

!'all i nto the s~e r:n:1.n <'.ate orJ.oo th.'l.t t,' e oodern sightings fc] 1 J.nto ' 

lll'!limus ba lls, seucer shaped objects, or cigar-shaped obJects. 

The • IR IJTEJ LI CE ur...sto it.s readera to make their oun 

0" lua.t1on'3 of these earl y roJ orts . 1 cro they - as m:ley 100 ern o~ghtings 

hn .e turned out to be- ill'u3ions, m:iotakon idmlti.{ icntior•s, or t oa."tos'l 

* Sao third por gr aph o · t o urticJ e , "UAOs over USA, 11 page ---· 



Ol• uere thay r eal , and of' terrestrial or gin? Or real, and of coleatial 

origin, r.osnibly trnnsplur.etaYy or avon t r· nsstellar ? 

Thoro ::tr o rn£tey· hundreds of reported oorl:y s iglltings on reco1·d, ut, 

aftel' C!ll'of'u.l s croenJ.ng> the DI Gli'ST hsu oel ectod fo1• presentati on gtq.z 

those diocussed unc1/o1· repr oduced (eeo acco:11 anying o.rttror k) in thio art

i cle. 

A lar go percent age of Lho enrly ronorta vere in t he fo~t o! l e t t ers 

to s uch sooor e.nd r erutaLle journals us th~ London Tim~~; S ci entific t: or 

ican; Nat ut'e; ,Ameri can !'oteorgloei£ a l ~JpllrJ:l:~.l ; Ua S .. c.J]d Canada. 1,pnthJ;t 

}weat hor R~.vio:w; 1 1Ast . ·onoml£. ; Astlynprnipcy.e Httchrichte~;~~gp, ~~dinp~r ... , 

a.nd Dublin_ f hilof!ophical ··~J?.!_Zin,e. :mp J9Ufl'llll Qf Science ; 'f!le Ob. crvator;r

~~mthl¥ Jtpvipu o~ Aa:trooolltY';etc. This roves , if it pro"'les ooth:lng clso , 

that tLe 'tdtne!;GOS vere deeply r.oved .md excited l;y \;h t tl,oy sa - or 

tho-ueht they saw. ?4. L:mcoln Schuster m ote in his introduction tc the 

book, 11 A Tra"!s ury of the 1-.orl d ' s Great Lettera" s "~Jhon coy peraon r..us a 

soul- sl"1.aking exper ience, he usunlly C'..an- and fl·e ;uontly coos- vrlte a l ettor 

ubout it. n 

"Ezeldal Sa\v do Wheel , " 

Zc cll..: .. r lah saw o. "r oll 11 

The Am HlTELLIG~ ;c.;: DIGEST v.Ul rot quo.rrel \dth rcnoers \>.'ho dis miss 

as far- "et.cred '\ny i ntcrnretat.i.on of the "fiiblical UI)Wtions e1ow ao rcfcr

enc t;s to 1 ) o. disc-shaped UllO and 2 ) E. ciga.r- shar.e d UAO . The~e notut ions 

a1·e prouented solely or ut atever significance, if any, that D!Gl:ST reeder !l 

znay r ead into thsm. 
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1110 \'o:r:ding of tho 'rell-knmm reference il'l Ezckial is s 11 • • • a 

\thlrluind carroe out of the north • • • u flro unf'olding • • • and a 

b:L·lght:waa lms ubout 1 t , out of the n.i.ost t heroof nu t he color of mnber 

• • • it upt!.r:Y..lad like tho oolor of burnisl,~d brass • • • like h~ 

inz coals o-r firo, and like thrJ uppe::1ranco of lsnp•J • • • the an oar

o.nce of tht~ \.iheels t-'BS l•ko .mto the color of a hor.rl (31·ccnish-bluc) • 

• • a3 it wore o. l·:heel i11 tho tLlddlo of' a \!heel'' • 

Lees fam:Lliui• is a puosage in Zochario.h t "Then 1 turnod, on<l lifted 

up .;dna oyoo , and lookod, and bel elo u flying roll • • • the length 

vh.o:ceof ( wo ) tuenty cubi ta, and tlte brcadt.l thCL'OO- ( 110 o) ten cub:J.I.;a . n 

:'Roll, " in Bihl ical terminology, usn'llly Jr.:cant the purchmcr r, 1·o11s thor... 

used ~or hooks. In soro t ranaln.tiona, tto ph:cuse "flying book" is sub

stituted f'or "flYing roll" :ln tbo orceoing passage. Convcr ti.llfl cubitu 

into feet , Zechariah ' s ''f l ying rol111 I!lOa.surcd JO by 1 5 feet . 

1 2 January 1838 

E:xtonsi vc controveroios r.;.ged ar.ong astronot:oro w·ing the 1700s 

ah>ut In.l!!lOl'OUD a !!'Jll l objocts observed ncn.r Vonu:l . Wore tl1oy opticul. 

:!J.lusionn? Sc.tellites of Vemro? A planet bet-ween Venus e.nd l!ercu.-ey? 

Tlle!lo tcle!.tconically ob""erved obje cto 1 r<'~hly bo.ve no connectJ.on \lith 

UAOs, al t hot:eh ao re co .. l:~6ntatorD , oota.bly Char los ort, JIV"l tried 't' 

e~tt hlish such a connectiot!. l e ore posoibly on fir.:.ler ground in q tir.lg 

a brief referonco in t e 1 "77 Ropp£t of tl1c l::.riti:lh, Aoaoei..."..tipn ~or t o 

Advance..-nont of Scionce, '' • • • a. report t hat • t C 1crb·1.r g, France , on 

12 Januo'r'J 18.3rl, -van 3con a lumimus body, ac~"n.ingly two-til irds tho c:i~o 

of the moon. lt s eemod to rota.tc on un axin . Central to · t t here ficoncd 
.. 



to be a dark cav1 tJ" . The simila:ri ty of thio earlio~t du. ted UAO rc,ort 

to .cw.ny -oclern sightj.ngs i:J imr.edi.:.:.tely apparent. 

~lc.turet 1880, 1893 

The mgezine ~ature, subtitled A Wc eldY., I=!)ltgtrnted Jrnu>na.l o.r. Sc_ o.:nP~ , 

reported ~n unusuolly intorecting sightint: in its ::o Hay ltWO issue. ~no 

ma.ey)n deo~ribed 11un enormous numlcr of twJ.nous bo<J.i{)s 11 'l-Thich "rooo f't"O!.l 

• 
the 110rizon ~1..nd puo:::;ed i n a hor i7.ontal diroction f r-om cast to ucnt . ~o;y 

znovod tr11•ough opuco like a stri:nr, of boc<1s , .. nd ohone lJi th rea:!D.rkably 

' rilliant light . " So!T!O wre esti.'tUlt ed t.o the "U•o oizo of c w.J.lnut , n 

others rcsembl:tn.,,., 11 spa.l'ka fron t. drlnney , 11 and, in connect :ion \:i th t c .. e 

cst1F.1.tos of' size , it is in:portt: nt to bcur in m .... P.d t hat a:pnerent size a.nc 

r< .. :al s "' zo aro t-;..'0 very different t hiTi£'0 : ea""ec.. ~..lly u.s nppl::i ed to cclost:ial 

phelX>IC.CM. 

In tLc 25 1;,y l$9J issue of N: ture tl] pc red the 1uch- c uotcd sighting 

r c ... ~ort of the "unknoYn l ights of Jc.pa.nn. 1-:his :Jt.ated that "tho globes 

altered i n their formati on • • • and • • • took t he i'or.m of u eresceut 

or diamond, or hung fcotoon-f·•shion iu a et.trVcd 11no". 

See, o.'!"'d CO!"![>L!re , tl G rotorinJ. on tl c rudern ''Lubtocl Light::;" eight-

in ;s , on pnge of t ho tll'ticlc, 11 UAO~ over USA. u 

London 1'~mee 

On page ___ aro ropro<.'luced ooz::~ ot tllo n:ora iutei~ecti.ng l ettora 

184Z to 1&'5.9 . Art 1':"70 letter to t he }'ir·..ce i:J our cover pictur e t.l}i~ n.ont h . 
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Why UAO rororts, 'n all theu v ... riod, strange , t.nl.l comotinJos vildly 

extrovagmtt .f"ol"%1'1J3 should hnvo pourad in on tho ultra-conservative 'J.'ir:!cg 

( "Jhe 'l'hunderer") U1 u :m,voter .r a~ chal J Otlfling as t.bnt of the UAOa tl om-

eel ves. The serious trootment the ,-~! gavo these ro:rorts , however, io 

cr ati.t'ying to look tack on, ainco, in tho 1800e~, they mtu:t huvc been evon 

rJOro incrcdiblo--seeming tba.n they arc in tod.r...,v ' s age of mmer3onic flit;..~t, 

raci:l.l' contnct tJi.tl- tho rooon, nnd t..t.ol'!lic fisoion • 

• e1·e ore :JotrJO scJ acted quotations £rom T1mcc UAC :ccportG 1 

"There they shone lAth a 't~right nickering light until o.t out 10 0 I clock, 

when t hoy t.oved, m:Ur.ing n slight curvo vactt.mrd. The spoed 'lith '\Jhich thoy 

migratod vm.s prod:t.e iooo . 1' (lei ..... ) • 

11 • • • a oost extruord.irory appearance in the a:ky thic evening, 

w'tich hlls quite f l'.ightenod u.o cuporotitiouo l1cre. At 7 a20 a brllliant 

rod light npJ1e3rod to tho vough bj east, 4. bout. he.lf-"\o.'D.Y bet"-con tho zenith 

and 11orizon • • • ito shape wa• oblonc; • • • i n about 1 5 minutes it 

r ooe to tle zcnit~. " (1CS9). 

rtThin (to ··.o) oA."tra.ordimry ol>joct • • • floated stoaclily a,.ny, 

no:-th,;ost by oorth • • • tl r eu tn rcya 1n a.rw direction • 

Ul!O in I1f! sight, from f irot to la3t1 a~ut. three minutco . " 

• • c.nd 

(l<l 7 ) . 

"A i'nU iljfi otar lx:>uld nover hc!ve r emni.nou so lol'lG visiblo in t.hc 

telescopic field. " (1870) . 

PhlJ.oggpbicpl Mnf"'.zi.m t:o 
1 'on;thJ:.y: Rev.l.PJl of A:;l:tro~§ 

The so-c:u.lAd 11An:roral .Lcrun of lioveL'lbcr 17th, 1882, tt w~ tho subject 

of v. 20-page article in '111!3 Lonaon1 Ldir;ibtl?'r)l,. and JJuAltn Phj,lqqo¥~ieii;l. 

n&rn.zine nnd Journal of Scio1.ce, and one of the 26 observors of this 
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amazing phenomenon vas nono other than tho AstronoiJ.er· r~y£11 . It \JUS des

cribed by variou.3 observers as "spindle-ahaped ., " tta cir,a.r- ship , " "tory edo

l:lke, " "weaver ' s shutt lo, tt e.nd, ·or o srecifically, lla bar o .. · ycllowioh 

light, with ~ 1d11rk sor:.teth1ng ' befo"~"e the lnr nnd a dark ctreak vhol't it 

po.osad". The corupilor and coll utcr of the o:-am:vations, !1:'. J . Raud Capron, 

wroto : 11 A prill".:u-y qucot1on is wl:ether the ' beum' \laS rotJl)y and truly a 

part of the auroral diopJ n.t , Ol' e. 'meteor, 1 1Jooteor oid, 1 1 cometary body, ' 

or oo"":otl il'lf" allied to PrTJ of these, in contra-distinction to an 1 auroral 

boam ' " . Th2 Observatory - ,! onthl:y. Rev~oll o.f Aatronon,!, conmontint o 1 the 

Capl r.~ nrticla , spoke of tllo phenomenon a3 t:unusooJ and striking, r.ot to 

say d'\-le-inspir.hw,n but t he o.~aervaton editor~ D1· . E. 1 . .:. undor, Fol low 

of the Royal Acadoey of Scioncc, held that it uas an auro.rcl s rather than 

e meteoric, manli'ootntion. In other words, no ... vdy 1 not avon t he boat 

ocientista of the rlay, could f~gure it out. 

"That a irshi p" 

Unquestionabl y , the rrcst fan:ous 0.11d I!lOOt baffling k.~ricn.n UAO vas the 

"airship" \lhich, f irst 1•enortod over Oal.Itud, C·Jl~f . , on liovember, 18<;6, 

finally uppourod, according to thousands of o servers, including many ro

putnl~e 3cientists, ovor Chica • The Oekland Tri buno of 2.3 november 1896 

led off its gogeJ.I)-o;red atory: "Tl:.at a huge airship :P.aD been hovering over 

OokJ and 'or t• ,e l a.ot .feu nights h .. s , i11 tho minds o many, ooon concluai vel.y 

p:t'ovon" . Tne dispatch sai d f ur thor~ ttTlle ship resembled a huge birc ln i tEJ 

outlines and seemed to r~se and fe.ll in its courso. 11 In its ll April 1897 

is~ue t he l:c~r York Heral d in a. cispatch hea,Uinod "T •AT AIRSHIP N0\1 A'l' 

CHICAGO" , wroto s 11For woeks, reports ha7e teen coming in from varioua points 
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that has been g.lven t he s ubject i..n the t>Ubl ic press . F'antastic or not , it 

is desirable t hat USAF personnel r epor t aerial objects t hat they can not 

identi.fy. Such r eports are considered important and are always glven serious 

consideration • 
• 

"hut wey" , you ask agaln, "is the Air 1-'orce interested in a subject so 

ethereal?" The ether is the natural habitat of the Air ~·orce , which is 

charged with the control of the air i n the defense of the United States . 

Hence i.t becomes imperative that , until such time as all sightings can be 

explained, alertness is maintained. Of t he more than 1200 reports now on 

file at the Air Technical Intelligence ~enter, ~, cannot b~ satisfactortly 

explaLned or identified. This does not mean t hat 85~ of the objects reported 

can be unquestionab~ identified. Some can be . Otherq can be identifi..ed 

well enough to be put tn the 11 very probably i denti..fied" category. Others 

are dlsregarded, due t.o the nebulous nature of the inf'ormat1.on recei ved. 

The unexplained 15~ have been examined, the sources and contents of the re-

ports have been evaluated and, to date , no explanation has been fo..md for 

them. It may be that as 1•tore experience is gai.ned, sol utions ui..ll be found. 

ln addition to the ATIC cna.J.ysts alrea~ charr ed w:Lth evalua ~:.ing t.hese reports, 

negotiations are being COJ•lpleted to obtaLn the services of consultants in 

the fields of pt\Ysics , nucl ear physics, astr onomy, and psychology to assist 

in the analysis of the reports . 

The truth is that objects are f l y lllg over the United '3tates which have 

not been identified. Stranr.e things in the ~ir have been reported for cen-

turies , but this does not preclude the fact that the object r eported yester -

day or 2000 years ago may have been a mirage , w~ile tomorrow' s object. may be 

a new uea}Jon . These ob jects may be natural ~henomena, balloons , high-flying 
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between here and California regarding Pn a irship • • • men of unquobtioned 

veraci ty ceclo.ro the ·lOving object l rus an t.irahlp • • • •!oms c eclo:ro tho;r 

so.v +.t7o cit...rc.r- nhnped obj ect:J au~ T~ 't. wings • • • Ch c ". o n n' l t:ll:' nuhm·bs 

are ~ntonnely interested, e.n!J 1·· subject i s a..l!"'...c~~t t '0 oole topic c~ c~n-

vcrootion, 11 

r;tonthll \:oe..th,er ~~v!ew : 1<,..04, 1907 

The U.s . Heather Durcrtu ' s ~on'!;hly \'.'o~tl'er JievieH, :.n i t3 is::.·mas of, 

respectively, 1(.nrch 1904 and JUll 1907, prini:.eu t1,;o of tho r.~st r.zyontii'y:tnc 

early- sighting roports on record. They "ere roaded 11Remrk:...ble lcte oro11 

'l'ne author of the 1904 raport 1.."0.:3 Prank H. Scllof'iold, t . ~ . N. , 

wJ1o sta.ted that he so" "tl roe some\oln.:tt rei':'IIlrka le I!l'ltaors11 at. 3~P 5S ' 

North-12SO 36 ' \lest, vh..'tch "appeared neaz the horizon ;:..nd below the clouds, 

travelling ir1 a group !ro'tt r..orth~!est. bj not'th (true} dircc::tly tm:nrd tho 

ship • • • As they nppl·ov.cbod th ship , they a.pnearod to coe.r. • 
. ,, 

(l .. !TOR'S t.O ... : To call me'oor~ v!licll soar 11 oo C'\.Jhut l'mrorko.ble 11 '\.WB tle 

understate1tcnt of tl e c~entur.r . ) 

The 1907 report was l1y 't.illirun li. A.loxand~r, off'j ciaJ. ueatt cr foro-

c-antor of ll'.lrlinv.ton, Vt. . , lrho wrote about. un 11explosicm so su don, ~o 

unexpocteo, em 30 tcrri:ric t1 at t atartlod practical 1 the entire c1.ty or 

Bur 1 i ll.tJ'lo z • • c quoted Dishcp John S . ~::i.e.:.! aud "ho, t t o t · e of' the 

incident, \m.s st .. , a 111r· in convc!·oution 1-ri t.J ex-Governor · oo<" ey o... or ont 

at t o co1·nor of Church and Collcue Strecl~ • · ohop l-'..ic::hnud, ter cescrib-

ir-{i t o llooot lllU .. U•., anc terrific c:xplo:Jion, 11 suid ~ 11 "sorvud u. "LCII'J>GClO-

or.IElpod body so. c 300 feet nwzcy- , s J.,ationa.ry in . pcure;nce t..nd suopcnded in 

the air a.bot\t 50 feet ntovo tl. tops of tho 1uildinr-a. Al t'lOU'""' 9t. t~ o'!l.Ul"JT 



uhen fit•st noticed, thio objoct soon beean to move, rather slo"rly • 

f!ongolia a 192? 

II • • 

In the book ".Alto.i- IJimal.cyn, u by Nicholas Rocrlch, p.dntor, trnvcller, 

and mystic 1 the autl,or \IrOt.e that, in ~ongolia in 1927, his party Stl\J 

''something bin and shiny renect1ng the sun, like a. huge ovcl. novina at 

great speed. Crossing our ca.mp, it chon.rec it& direction from south to 

aouthu·est . lve even had tirr~e to t uke out "'iold glasses u.nd oaw quite d:!.s

tinctly on oval .1·orm11 • 

Interesting • • • 

IIQ USAF evalunteo 1.1ith only onl3 t~ord t~tose oarly 3ight1nps "Whlch it 

hns care1'ully searched out., sifted, und preoonted here for 30ur inorcction. 

They are, undeniabl y , interestlng. No other evaluation is, in fact, poss

ible, fron kno,-TlOd"e nou avuilablo. Perhaps onJy the ur.o futuro - -ii' unu 

uhen it finally br ings ua cor.zrrcr.ennion of this .Teo. .. , c.~-allengin.', eyster:v 

in our skies --uill enatle uo t.o correlate the TJAO present \!'ith tbo U/0 

}!f\Ot . 

CASE TIIS1'0Rl OF A UAO 

lnvestil!atore at ATIC first chock to uoe if a UAO is 1) an aircraft, 

2) an astronomical b<>dy , 3) a. ba.lloon; after this routine, eacl olr .. ting 

requirea a soparate and unique course of action. 

Jn mid- T,Jly, c.s trd.s is -written, Air Techn.1.cal Irt .. cll:l ·enc.e Genl.tc!' at 

Uright-Patterson A.1.r orce E-aoe ia baing Bl~e<l "Witll UAO siel t1nes . Il . ...,orts 

arc coming in P-+ t 4 ~ rate of double that of a ~en-.:- ur:o . In tl.e t1ro uoeLs 

p1·ece~ing th1 o vrit1ng, ATIC ' a Aerial PhonoTr.ona Branch !ms received ( 0 such 
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report.a. Tho 1•eports iucli~e ·;uch intoxv..)e~ing oncr. as thnt f'ro;n L\•o 'an 

A el'ican Ai:t .. wa.;a p iloto \lho ruporte<1 :3ee·i:ng "ei ht- glo\ling rec-oranco di:;cs" 

fiying 1 , 000 nUeo an bout· ovc1• l7orfollt, Ve.. 

There is no coubt t hat. UAO publicity - •lOY increuoirleJ.y uideapreac1 

i='l tho pHllie press - hao reoulted 'i:n rr.ocy of these .LO}Jor .~ . Projcc.-t 

Gru.dge in 191~9 pointed to r:. correlotion het\reen publicity and the nu.rnl:lar 

r;1' UAO reports. To dey, tho sa o trond is apparent . It ' u a em\rball effect. 

A sighting recei·-Tec wide publicity; this t·esulto in more t•eports ; the~e 

1·eceivo flU' licitYJ they resul.t :l.n etill r-.orv rcpo1·ts. 

Pu.l)licit~ can 1 e r.ood 

Po1•hnps some of these repo:.do n: ·c 1 as Pl·Dject Gruor!'O h:t.ntcd1 a 711n1l 

fontl of maoo hyster ia," sparked tty publicity. Yet , the of'i' 1cer in chc.t·e 

of the Aerial Phenomene Section fenls that; tl e ~tu·ront l ru: mnnhor <)f 

reports <!an be viel>r\Jd in anotl er light. Po believes t.l at in t hfl pn:.; t. uome 

quulified observers trho huva sighted UA03 :faUc•d to re.t-X>rt the ,_ ouo to 

fanr of ritlicule. Mar~v c."' the c1:rra::~t r eports., be ueJievcs , ainply 

reflect tl. k:.. Ol-Tlodgo t hat th!l Air Fo1 C~'~ ia genuinely and seriouuly inter

est~d in neything or'd everything thut goes on jn tl e atmospl ere ... bovo us. 

Ttis no\-T attitude 1 t.:."l also co:mo alou.t through publicity . He e~so bolievea 

that intolligonce officers nboula knoH t he lnvcoti atiVt) procedure at l!'liC, 

so that Uey uill understand that their rer.orto ar~ civci acrious oonsice~a

tion. A typic:1J investigation can be Dt:m018d UD in tl o dtor of tYPical 

sighting a 

At nl10ut ei' t o 1 !'.'lock on tho morning of :3 April 19' ~. four c1vilio.n 

Air Force !):llot itt3tructors stood ut tho rport. ut ennou, Ariz. , o SOl'V-

ing a cadet. croos-cotmtry flight. One of the inztrucr.ors ooticed a 



11 star-l~.ke" object motioPJ.css in the sley' and call ed it to 'the v.ttent5o 1 

of the other instrt ctoro. They il!Jr.iCc1iately took s tepo to oocuro data l-:i th 

tl o ~qui :"'.cnt t.t henc . :hay "!heeled a T-6 t .• Jund t.o heed tot:ard the UAO. 

This c;avo them tho ma.gnetic bearin~,.. Sittin: in tr e coclq: ... t, n pilot 

..; "t.ghtoa over the re!10py to got a rougi - uno- ready eatirn.a te ot' tho eleva-

..t.• 
&~:ton. 

One in!Jtructor tbon took off in a T- 6 . He climhe<.: to 1~, 000 :f'eot, 

hut tt e ralaMve uizc of the o: Joct ci<l not change . This inc!, cated that 

i:J e object \!nS very nigh. Then, after 52 minutca , t e objcc.t s danr:ly 

't .. bcn ATIC rocC!ived tho 11 'LYOBRT" report on thio sigl"ti ... , c.n o!'ficcr 

fi:rst cl•edccn to seo if any othc:- rcportG correlated "ith this one . 

Occac:ionn.lly, ATIC 1•ecoivoa a nunf e.r of rcpor t.o on, sey, e. ctcor or fire-

hull c..."\C. t: e vr rious report::> fit tor;othcr like a jigso.w puzzlo (" is 

expla ·ns d·.y ·.TIC trishes intclli once officers to rond in o.l.J. t·oports) . 

In this oose, there t oro no otl.er report;. . The off:!.cor then began 

hj s .:nvest i· ntion ' s first pbazc : to c •t..C.t \-!hetber the object could ha't•c 

been 1 ) , ligh flying airc:::·o.!'t , 2) f•n astl·onowicsl body, .3) a l..DJloon. 

He found thr .. t P- .36s hod been flying in the r'...reo. at tl e ti::Eo of the sight-

ir~, lJut he q..t.lcl:ly el:!.clnatcd thorn u.s an ~._lana ion. l•..at e!lll.tics ~uoued 

him that n f ,...J6, even .flying hieh enough so that it. could not l1e roooztizcd, 

wuld have flown tl'.rough suc..b £. \ride n.rc in 52 minutes that the cha ngo in 

boa!'ir.; 1-rould have hoen ro:1clily apparont. 
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ATIC 1o staffed with high.ly-qtl!l.lified engineers an-. sciailtists. The 

Cantor also has an "on-call" contract with s cient ists und ongir.eero 

represent ing snch fields &s m1.cl.ear J.hysics, Jnctol.t1I'gy 1 syr.1lology, ma:l±

ems.t i ca , and c.hcmi:Jtr-.r. 'l"he investieut ing office!' in tl :1 a cn3e !lskod the 

consulting nc.tr oncncr s or Proje ct f.~ue r ook to det.err:dno uhether 6ll antron

om:ical body could have enuscd the oichting. 'l'he c.stronotror concluded tl at 

no ast .. "'nor:licol l"X>dy whirl could 118.ve been s~n i n dD.ylight ~-~d boon in tho 

.. or t.ion o:r the sky vhore t ho obJect .b.as been seen. Venus, a. previous 

o£fendor , had been too nenr tho oun to htlve been seen. 

A liltaly p¢ eoibility 

While t.ho a.stromrne.r 'ms c."'ccking, the ol.'ficor hentm l.is ~tuqy of 

balloons , n likely pocai-oilit.y for mw object t.hnt rer.nino stationary 

f or fro:'l five to 6o minutes. Ho knet-1 t hat l e wuld be uble to check t hio 

possi bil ity uit h reasonable o.ccnracy . "Pino11 " bulloons tht.t arc not 

tracked are sel dom r oportod ~s UAOs , booous o of t hoh· onal. l aizo. Inrc;e, 

inst'l"'\.Cent-carryi.D!; baJ loons are t!'aeked. 

The officer checkc(! his II'ap ( see p1..ge • ) of u. s . locntiorw 

whore oucl'! bol leona are l aunched. He v.lrcd cto.tions nea.r ~nson APn 

asking \Jhet hor tbey had a ba.Jloon in t he ajr at tho tiue, o.nd, if so, tbe 

gonct'Ol pat h the bo1J oon took, the tearing from tte rotation, t:illd the oJ.tit

ndo at vhich it r..ad burot . Hin r epl i es ucrts negative , except from Davio-

l&>nthan .A 'D, o.t Tucson1 oouti c:tl m11os of ·rson. 1ne Davis -

Hont han bl)J oon l od trnvellod ::mutLcnot of Tucson, had rooched eoJm air 

u.t about f eot alt itude, then r.ad r isen vorticnll: until it had 

~urst at (time. 
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The officer plotted ~1e location of his balloon during the last part 

of i ts flight. The bearing of tbie plot from Penson Airfield was tho 

sa.me ao the ooaring tho pilot instructors had reported. The angle o£ 

elevation \18.0 \.rithin 10 decrees of that estixr.atcd ~ the observers -

clos e enough when you remember t ho roll(")l- and- reudy nathod lliled by the 

instructors . 

EVAL.TATIONs This UAO ws marked Co\lll to reflection of the sun fron 

Ravinsondo bo.lloon flyillfl __ sl ant miles alvay from tho ohocrvers . 

Intelligence officers can quickly see, fron this sto~J of the UAO 

sighting at Penson, the value of requested information ( see inoide front 

cover) . In some hmtances, for OX....'11nple , n balloon-launching station micht 

l ose conta ct with a balloon. If tho r eporting officer includes ~nda 

aloft as high as they are recorded, it spoedz up tho invootit;ation. Tho 

possibility of the UAO being identi.fied ac an aircraft is dependent on the 

data in tl1c wire from tho reporting officer. It is difficult to obtain 

datu on air cr aft fiights in the area of the sightine sever al cloys after 

a r eport is tnz!.de . ~"he t1fix" on an object at the beginninr, and end of its 

O ight is a:roong the data that the astronomer uses. 

A. report of an unidentified radar return is handled a.a a special case. 

411 s uch s i ghtings are r eferred to the el ectronics branch of ATIC. The 

officers at ATIC l ook f orwar d to receiving radar scope pictures with 

r eports of radar s ighti ngs . A special electronics questiona.ire is in ti1o 

mlll . 

Some are not so easy 

The s iGhting at P.enson \7aS compo.ro.tivel y easy to solve. Othor 3 are 

~t. The no'J-faoou.e case of the Lubbock LiP.hts~ -was investigated for \re&kD 

* See page , in article 
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and was aubrndtted to several ocientiots and a ecialists for coomcnts. 

The case i s ot111 open, the investigation otiJl continuing. 

Each uAO that does not yield a tangi~le result ie handled as a spoc

ial caoe. It requires a separate and unique course of action. 1re o~ 

SOP is t hat the investigating officer must dig. 
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friendly ~rc;.·a tr ( ·, cince thoy ere J ).o il. 0 i1 s 

ot· a shJ.po fl·o e.notl er plun t .)\ 
7t ol ould be stre:Jscd t1 nt JA ' int 11 ·onco } ...... ,, no ~nCdcu: I ' t ·t 

urw forei .1 .>m.tion has o. ou er-· •eo. on ca blo of' lj i ~! oro in t1 o 

tJorld P.t trlll , nor that crnft fro oute1· :; 

E'lrth. rt ouJ <1 bo fooli• h , 0\ OWl' , to 0~ th either i o uible , no 
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uith the n pea ·ance of' c. r 

bonb. To "'upport o ttcor . it 1.ri.ll 
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' 

appeared ovor tho Sr.:.- ndinn.vi .... n countri in 19~ • ct ~ H.. t- vod ·1 era 

uer" reported to vo unusual r rre an musuDJ or 

I 
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\ih n these incidents ouboided, strange objects wre reported to be .flying 
• 

over the u. s. Tho hypothosis hera is thnt tho Soviets could bo a.tterrrpti!'.fl 

to f righten both tho European nations and the u. s. by a new dovic.."' that 

thoy hope 'tr.Ul be convtrued to moo.n tha·t the Sovlcts al~G !w: ahend of' the 

t·cst of the \ICWld in tochn:l ca·t knc)\.- hov. )) 

'Fho abovo theory, !"louover, rtlllS into ono bie ottal,lillg t•lock. J.£ theoe 

ohjocttJ aro uoapons or ndvnnccd typos of aircraft, they e.!"e, of necoosi t:r, 

t:zm- mude . Row is it then poasiblo th.2.t , in tho f. our years that t.ht:; USAF 

hns been otueyifl.[' UAOs , 110t one lma erasl1on? lhn-uado deviceo arc oot in-

faJ] ible. 

To rooo.pitulate~ the US will main'i;ain au opon mind o.nd s tudy en. 

UA.O reports until enough infornation has oocn gathered to C."q:llllin t.ho un-
1./' 

o:xpla.lnad 1!*. JV continu.nlJy roeeivil'lB reportn, dev~sing :f"w.-ther Jrothodo 

or evnlooti.Dg them, and collating them vith othor ropol~t.o , a contim.u:U. 

t~-a.to.1:1 is boing 1tept. 

II. UAOs over l£A 

United Stntes J.lr Force Hood.C; .. uartero conti11ues to receive nn incroas~og 

nuz:nbcr of rOJ'orts about "W"Gird objects in tho o.lq. The:Jo reports - cro·e

ful ly checked o.t the Ajr Tccl.nicel Intolligonce Center, anc1 Yl en poooible, 

ovnlUlltod - range from baJ J oons to uniclentif'ied o.orlcl. objects of aJ J con-

caivnble shapes, cim~o, speeds, ar.d rDtions. 

The clnu:i:J.tic scope of the oubject of unidontlfiod nor.iaJ obj~cts t..as 

piqued rim 'a interest for year~ . ln tbio atomic aeo there is fa:Jcinn-

tion in the uoird a.'ld unJ.-noun, sinco mn ' a inventions ~omsel ves app~oncll 

the inorediblo . 'The publie proso ho.s nlD."turec1 a nd suntained O\lr intcreot 
• 

in UlOo ( ( ~n 'enever it could flnd the olighteat e xcuao to l::eop the ator<J alive. )) 

• 
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Since tho USAF hn.e beon keeping , ooks, ovor rgoo ~ TJAO aighti!'l{f-l have 

been reported. J..ia.ny of those rcrorts havo eol!l.O from trained tmd oxpor-lenced 

u. s . lileathor Buraau peroonnol, ts.AF rnted officers, wcJ~-r. .. ualifiod civilia.n 

p:Uots , tecr..nicio.ns usoociatcd ,tith v--.1rious roset'.roh prOJ(.cts, a.nd, in one 

ooco, a. grou,. of professo:-a from a. Texa.A t1Jlivoroity . 

Of t!JO:JO sightiogs , ehough remo.in tho.t canJ':K>t be OXplc.incd by ar~l 

b10wu ca.uoe to justi.f'!J the -~AF in oontinuins to purouo ito Lrvaotigo.tiona . 

On 24 June 1947, Kouneth A- .. ..old, a business~'l.n of' Boise! Idaho, -repor ted 

seeing a chtdn of r..:.ne saucer-like objects vhipping in nncl out of mountain 

peaks at 1 , 200I:ph, ncar J.f.ount Ra:'n1ar in the state of \!ash:!.ngton. lf.:t·. Arnold , 

yho \Ul.S flying hio private aircra:ft that day, ms so impressed that he cen-

t cted tho p::-eso and the incident vas played up across tho country. Fccau::~e 

of the wic..e pubJ.ici tJ this sighting recoi vod, many pcr::;ons consider th:J s 

the first UAO sigbtf.rl.g. (~~othina could '.j() further fron tllo truth. * 1/ 

Sighti nge 

'l11ero csn bo no attempt, in this article, to cover oll the sightinga 

on rUo at the Air Technical Tntolliconce Cnnter. Generally opcnk:ing, the 

configuration of ·~hese objcoto fnlJ into "Chroe categories 1 1) nalls of 

fire , 2) dia c-sh!lped, J ) rouehl.y eigar-~Ln.pod . 

3atm·a1 Jy , the !rOOt ir'i.po:::'ta..."lt thing tl1at could oasibly hcppen wo1.\ld 

be for the USAF to cone into poaoession of one of these objects, if ob,iects 

they be, but next to -'chis in il:;>orte.nce is pictorjoJ oovcraga of ·::no sight-

incss . Few pictures are availo.ble , with tJ'e exception of obvious Loro: ohots, 

for most people do r..ot go o.bout t.rith a ~-unora cocked to e<.:.tch a breat.l~-tuk-

ing flash in the sl;y. 

*See the article "Pro-1947 TJAO Repor ts" , beginning on pa£:0 ---• 
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One of tho boat pic-Gt!X'en \Jas taken in 1947, On 7 J1.L'l.y, l ilJ ia.n Ri10udo 

of' Phoenix, .Arizooo, snt-r a dice C!ircling his loc.:Uity ju3t t c:. u "'ot, and 

to k tvo picturoa . Tl .. oue pic:turea, Dhowine a dirtc- likc object uiLh o. round 

:r).~ont and a oq1..'ni'e ta. il , h."lVO b~en cxr.minvd by oxy.crts , u c sw.t.e tl at tl o., 

arc true photoe r uphic ima co and do nr,.)t a.ppom- to b~ cuused ~ c1irty ltJt"~CJo .... 

~er.f'octions in the: or.!'uJ si!)n. (S--o .raec • ) 

On 10 July 191/i', 

a cb•cllar object f l yinr- o:t a hit:;h velocity, purn.lloline the oartb 1D :Jurfucc 

c •c1 lea.ving c. trail uhich appE'~ ·ou as t! ·c 11hurning-upr ( ':- . \ fJOdru.ff ' s uords) 

of u cloud ... o,_tation. The s.:..ghtil""11' occurred near j)I'T.lQ·l 1 ield, I:cw.?ound-

lc·1.c . T-\'lo other per sons nl.c.o er.:.. the trai1 , 1m·· c • rer-.aJ..nec 

about un .nour, and i·ii ·u~3 pl,otoerapbcd by alJOtl1c1· F 1\.l~ c. ;.oloyoc. Tro ".."'Osul i,-

i>.~ pl".otor;ra.phs nupport \ oodru£f ' s o. !::orvo.tion a.o fa.l' as tt o 1ong- lastir.g 

ve.po:· trt.; 1 .s concernea. See page ----,··· 
Deuth roue on a 11 sc.ucert1 u1 on, on 7 Janun.ey l9t..8, a I a.tional Gu3rd 

pilot, Capt Tho ..a.s ... ntell, ~ro.a killed lib:iJc o.~,i erq tine to c.ruu:,;e an unidont,:J -

fi~d object up to 30, 000 feet . ~~I-J~c it i:; ? rest:., cd tr..at thi.a 1 Uoi: s-v!"f0l' .;d 

unoxi t- , .t·ecu:ttir'{; l 't: a cr~h, ~hs laot r:essaee to tho control toucr was: 

11It E'.ppcaro to be a .. tall ic objoc~ • • • of ti-cocnctOLW a:ze •• o c~il·ec~-2' 

ahead and fllir:,htly e.bovo • • • .1.. am tr.riw. to close i'or "' bot tel' look • • • 11 

This sightinrr HtJ.S o.t Go~-'ln Air orca Paoc in !\entuc!;y and uuo one of i.Jlo 

fir3t to be re orted f~·on thet urea • . 

Lubboc.'tc lights 

Sldpp:lnr, yearc ax!.d ruz:my sJ. ht.ine 1 li'O arrive e.t one of UJe nost 

p1mzling cases to c1ato: u t~ric~~ of cightinf,c over Lubbock, Tc.~:: . T".ue hieh 

6 



prot·oaoioml 3t~utdill8 of tho roroozw who ~:~ace theoe ohcervn.T.:.t.ono r.o..a..ltos this 

easo oapec:lally \.'Orthy of note . 'flH) observers vore ull r,rofoosoru of the 

Toms Tochnic.al C-ollege o.t Lubbocl:: H. l . F.obinr:on , !)h . D. , in Goolof.Y, 

but alaCt 1..rell versed in aJl £1elc1s of sc1enco; A. G. Obors, Ph. D. , proi'eao

or o£ Peyoica J and Pl'of' . • • L. Ducker., llc~ul of tho Fctl'·ol()tun :Gng1 neor ing 

Dopart.ment. 

On the ~waning of ?5 ugust 19~>1, thooe men \-1oro oitti.ng in Dr. f!obinson ' s 

garden. It 1J s a olcnr, ":1it - s1l.rll'iler n1rrht, and tho w l;ore ocanni~ the 

akico, <".Ount:J Dg and di9CUS3 j ng !i.iOtt.~rS an t.hey fiaehed into .riou, \:bon Sl.ld

dt:Snl.y there nppearod, 1n tho northeast , u sw~f'iJ.y novine :"e u - cirolo of liehts. 

'rnr. savents wore astounded by the phcro .C'l"-A and docidcd they ucttlo \<!Utah 

C'..arofu.lly for amthc:r appo!li'Wlc(') or t ris ol joct or ohJcctn, und, :lf it ocC"uTcd, 

orlld nttor:pt to annlyzo ita cbaracteriot.ics. 

1u about c.n .hour, their \ro.tch tm!; J.•ouv.rded. Th1c t:h~ they iolcr o re~•czy- . 

One mn looked uhilE" tte othcr :l acted no tiloors. 'lho bluicll-6Teon light:J 

we't'O cJ.eorly al\d plainly vi~ible but not br illiant . Tho individUEll lights 

ve.r:ied i n intonoi t:;, ~tnd each vas oomewhat la."!."("el' in a.ppco.rn.nco thu.n n star. 

Eacl1 or the tw flight that rdght conniotod of a OC! iea of l~r)ltc in ,~.n 

.cCl.trate V ·ormation \l'".~<', '7ered about HfJ in the s}cy'. Tho men eatit1atcd 

tha't t .f t\.lo fl1c;ht3 \1ora idontic.1l in 3ize, nl e.po, voloc.lt,: , a.ncl course . 

There ws ro sound asoociatel! tTitn e1thar ghoaUy paat.>uge . 

During tl e w ok f ollo •ifl-3 thfJ f.Lr<Jt siehtL r., the origiru.ll ff.L,oup \-:- ~ 

nassed f:lvo £11gbtn b-etl-:con the bouro or 9 c.nd 12 . rn . ~ thic tina tho 

story 1 nd hit tbo 0\!Gpo.pcro, o.nd Gcver a.l other poople Lad l'oported oim.1le..r 
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sightings . Tho JOOSt otartling incident occurrod vben tho Lubbock NorniuP; 

Avalanch~ printod pictures of the Oying "t.Jhat -Ic -Its" . These pictures 

wore taken by Carl Hart Jr. , an amateur photographer nnd frashnan at Texas 

Toch. ((The negatives have been examined by' experts of tho Photo laboratory 

at Wright Air Development Center and cannot bo disproveu or aeclared a hoax. )) 

Through tho week, the reen had discussed tbeir experionoco . Several 

characteristics seeiliBd to them outoto.ndi"'llJ. Peri1a.ps tho .wost amazing ws 

the apparent schedule upon \;bich the objects \:ore oparc.ting. 'l'he firot 

appea1~nco each night YUS so close to 9: 20 P•- •J tlmt observers spoke o~ it, 

in railroad parlance, es 11old 9 : 2011 • The lights never graclu.nHy caree into 

view or gradual 1 y disappeared. Tboy \10l'O s uddenly tho1·e -- then, just as 

Jl!ddenly, go no. 

The group • .. rao coni'J.dcnt that tho o.neuJ.ol" velocity of the object uas 

30° a second - this they detorminoe fron mcc.ourencuts ol.· se\~oru.l flights . 

Stop lmtches and protractors \Iore usod to mea~urv tiiAe ~.r.d CJlgles. 

On 1 September 1951, tho original g:t•oup of tlU'ee zoot ~gain in Dr. llobin

son ' s garden anu ~ore joined b.1 E. R. Hoi~oma~, }Lor~aao~ of nathomaticc, 

and Dr. E. I'. Geor •c, .. .~rofessor of Ch~1"".ical Engineer ing. 

Once again, at about ') s20 p . m. , a flight ~m over. I·~ vas s1mllo.r to 

provious fl:tehts, but ruther :!J.OM irregularly groupod. On through the 

ovoni11g, e.t fairly regular intervc.ls , four , ore flighta rov6c1 ecross the 

eky fro"l North to South. And then at 12:17 n . rn. , the l1l0st 'allUSlW1 oigbting 

was obsorvod. This fli ght passed directly ovorhead, f'lyi11g vo%"3 lo-.. in tho 

general direct1on of iorth to Sout.h, and \J!lS soen by evcryirolllber of the group. 
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