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u the blipa. Aa Major Sheffield '• report aaya, "Visual sighting• 
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peraonnel reM •ometbina unuaual into an incident which they normally 
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3510 r..t THO WO (JJB) tUn, TRX 
ll•,, .. ,r J. PAd l Ofl 1 PAG~--

• 

1. .{3paft d1cl n-' agenoiee mtll 9 1952. A\ thia ti:ne 
L~~ • !t. Read ot Oroup Intelli~noe i:lterzzogatecl tl'.e eras ~ who ~~de the 
si.:,bt'np. 

2. t."le objeot.a to be aro sl~pecl and about J inch in longtil 
on ~ ~· aDd viii~ aa bl,. white n•.m .. ol l1~t. with no ('\iacemable 

• 

3. l!o rea\une noteclin t.~ 'rl.aual ai.;ht.i.Dp. :sig."l.tinga 
war' ot =?li dureUon and. only t he lig."lt w•• obeerrecl. L"ttring t he• 
V~:52Pl s~th\t!J8 t.~e }1~\ to be of & ste&dT brllJ1aD)e 'iYitho~ :Jri.7 
f l:u-1..-tg :.1pon Spae<l or objec\ waa oOI&pUt.ed by night on~inaer 
ut 5'Jli) . .PM OA 1a or intamat.ion obtained by v.o. Objac\ •• at. :1pprox. 
an alt.J.r-uae or 18•000 tee\ on a heading o~ J20°. l io cnangu 1..'\ l--eading, n.peed 
or a~titlQ noted. Viaa&l s.i:~hting - made £r011 righ\ waiat. bl iater. 
~ s4bUDp. made o•er a period ot 10 :111nute•• A total ot 251.0 wt~tre 
si znt.tt <!t..JII'1nl tbl• -uz.. Si~nt.ings ~r&We made on both the ·riiU.a and 3UX. :~co911 
'lrf V .c, and In8tnctor ~;arl.~at.or. Cbject ~o nove 5 =::11• 
nit.h e iM:h. rot&U.oo or scope. ~ rmation ia or 2j oeconda durauoa. · 

- • 2325 c~, 6 l9S:Z. 
• 

5. COMrtatiOII _. b7 radar Oft both r.a\za and &llXe scope• and visuall.T .from ri.£!)lt 
il3iat ol1 ner ol .9-29 cruiainl a\ 204 !{ a.t approxi,ate ot 20,000 rt. 
;;.fc "'u at c 230]0• ~ - 92004• 71 on a tr.- h~'ling Jl5o. 

6. J../ c ~o:r 
t i!air 
p o .. ibl.e 

"ho roportecl a1ght1nga h~ s8V'ttral. hundr1Kl hours fl:finR ti=e at. 
• All ars poaitiv. 1n t:.tir sl~tinga and rula ou:t. an:/ 

Uon aa cause o: si~"ltinga. 
7. ':faat~~er,... CAJU. ::o wind. 'i'3.1ll,...,ure 10° c. It ia not. imo.m whetl!er ther~ -

-:•~'3.3 any act.irl"-7 or cf>lanl~•, !:l8teorol.otJ;1cal or otherwise• trhich Tlould tM:OOW'lt 
£or t.::e :d.gnUz~B. 

10. Ho otn.rr ~ "ere 

ll. 

cc·.:-:s3fs :P ~m:o c7m31h 

1aC•r ;:i;:te" .,!1' -.er. dari."' \e and or :Juch cu.rat1CD u to pr9C tJ.n::f orrOI" 011 
par\ oi: . • SOUJiae8 are certain that, sig..~tJ.np not due to radar r.-als 
!1mc'ti~. J!.sual siJhtiaga ar. i.ndec1sl..,. and of little ccm.£'1.nato.ry val'.llt. 

.. 

,. 
•• 

I 

• • 

:;JA.7 
o.rn.ow 

ttOJI: THtS DC'JCUIIIMf CONTAINIINFOitMATIOH AlP&: I lNG THl NATION4L DUlNSI 0' THI UNI I'D) STATtS WITHIN TMI MIANING Of THE FSPIONAGE N:r, !50 U 3. C.
)1 AND ll. AS AlllbOID. ITS TIUNSMIISION 011 THI RlVILATION OF 115 CONTENTS 1111 ANY MANNlR TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PfRSOfll IS PHOHIBITEO BY Lo\W, 
IT MAY NOT Bl! RIP"DDUCID IN WHO' I 011 IN PART, IY OTHER THAlli UNITED STATU AIR FORt£ AGENCIES. EXCEI'T BY P£1UUSSIOH OF THE DIRECTOR Of 
IHTILUGINCI. USM. 

• 

• 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

• • 
I 
I 
I 

I . 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

• r 
I 

• • 
I 

I 
• 
I 
I 
l 
• 
I 
I 

. . 

I 

l 
I 

• 
I 

I 
• 



! ·-• 

• • • • 

• • 

AF FOIM 111 PAIT I 
ArfiMWID' ~ , .. 

• 

• • 
• 

· .. · . ~ 
• 

AIR 

• 

' ( 

.:\aa1 t Gp IS 

• • 

- . . . ,.. -· . 

• 

--
( 

) 
\ 

INFORMATION REPORT 

1952 

539 S FLYOittf T &00 KFL 200-5 

• 

• o A / 

e•JFJ ,... j ltr ,a L I•IIIJR¥1 I II ..... II I&U&IIIl• J£ ..,... lMJ .. r'u•N .. hs•.... • .... hll tfN,IJI • A, IW• ,,_,....II.) 
• 

la In r.t ..... te • t.hia - ~25 n.o.ber 1952. tmlber 
GIO 539 ~ .?LIOilln AIL 200 '• 29 AprU 1.952• a r.po~ ~ t.ted. 
o&~ tba ai~\tq ot 1•11 a.rial. obJ-.t./er obJeou. 

2. Tot..l ol 2S nG&r made OA urr\Miltlli.ecl obJect/ or o0jeota bT a 
5-2<] at. 20fal on ot 315 degrMe u al.Utale 20.000J 

at. of a1 2B 10 l~rt.b - ~2 degr 1 •• 4 
Llinu\ee ~:eat.. Coot~ b7 two v1aual aijb\lnp. Objeot. a.a an <11"0 
or :seri.ea ol a.zoe OD radii.~' aoepe. Vi:Nal.q they~ aa bl......mlte tl..ubea 
or l.i.;!lt.. 

3. ~ 13 the tinL report•d 1d,aftt.Soa ot 
a.r a a ~7 tn. t.bi a st. atlaae 
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J~til it. , .. 

l!aJar • lt.3-\F 
Ac.m. \ilnJ Q-)Aiftt.iona Of t1oel' . 
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__ ..,::3-.._...,.. 
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Into CJ7 
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-. - . . ~ ~· . . - ~ .... 
, •'\ 

• • • 

lntel11~aae 
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A/C 

0 
heading of A/C 315 

or unid 

sition at 

• 

• 

Overla;y tor t·IORLD AERONAUTICAL CHART GALVESTON BAY (468) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

sighting 

• 

lOll: THIS CONTAINS tfWORIIlTION AI'FICTING TMl N4TIONAL D£F(H.Cil OF THI UNITED ~TATES WITHIN THl MEANING Of THE E'ii'IONW ACT, !At U. S. C.-
31 AHO 3t. AS AMIJtDIO. ITS TR:UtSM,gM)M a. THI Ri.Yil.AT!Oft OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANN£R TO AN UN.WTHORilED Pf'RSON IS PAOHIIITED DY LAW. 
IT MAY NOT I[ AI£PROOUCID IN WIIQI r OR IN PART, IY <.ITHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGU.CilS, EXC£PT OY Pt A""l'iSION Of TH£ DIRECTOR OF 
INTEU.IGlNCL US.V. 
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-----------------

Ua25 a.c.T. AD anoounD...._ waa 
obJ.U were OD the 

over tl':e interpncme, 
acope. 

A~ 't.:le U. ot thJ I ANI -• I waa rea..ina the st 
poe1\i•• 

. . . ~ . 
perr...... at. tha\ 

Th• rac111r cloclcecl .the objeota (~\ ..:·.lur or five wore clocked) 
ancl aallecl tne t to •J aad I co.patecl the 3 1r opeed o.t t:te objecta to 
:~overage 52/&0 statute :ail•• ~our. 

'moe the per'iod •lla25 o.c.'l'. a.~ llt:l? o.c.'l'., t :.-..e ~ ~ 
repor\- t~• objeota to be paaaillg . a\ "Three o• clock". :Jpon loo~d.!'l~ ottt. t.,. 
~ln~, 1 - a blu.-white atrsmic traftl t.•ont t() roar .o.nd dirta!'pelr under t he 

1Tin8· 

• 

.. 

• 
• 

II 

B. R. ?~at~LL 
r isat '.::J.1 
A'! l.~l0847 

• 

• 

AOJI: THIS DOCUIIIIJif COIIT.li .. INJOIIIMTICMI 1141 NATIONAL OUDISI 01 THI UNITED ~"rAftS WITHIN TH£ ML\NING C:W TH£ E:iPtONAGi N:r, 50 U S C -
Sl ANO 31. AS AMINOID ITS CMt THI R!YILATION M ITS CONrDii IN ANY' MAIIINU TO AN UNAUTHORI7f.D PfRSON IS PR0"41HITEO Itt LAN. 
l"r MAY' t.Or Ill RURODUCf.D Ill •1011 C. Ill HilT. BY OTHU THAN UNITIO STATES Alii FORti AGENCIES. EXCUT BY P£RM15SIOft 0, Thl DIRECTOR OP 
INTB.&JGIIICI. tlll8. j 
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\ 

tha\1 

'\~ 
' The 

• 

... l.ook:1nl a\ the radar at the t,131 th~ 
obj•ta I looked over hu shoulder 3 or 4 to lode 

a\ th- and l ._ e.\ 1 or 2 ot the objecta Oft the aoope each u... The 
o'bjeoM..,... abcN\ S ~1• a~•F.J t~-.. the sweep~ :uooUDd. The sweep ma:C.a 
•. ccq»lAne revol.uUoa •~81'7 21 eeconda. on. obJeot e-. directl7 towarda 
t ne ot the ~d then dieappe·red. 
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wouaYa 

Zl- 1 1 
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• 
I 
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• I 

!)3 
endlaoe4 ... 
ax\ftlll speea. 
3h~~:.e 
otb• t.haa ~. 

CERTil'IC.\TR 
---------~~----~-

c- aa a renl\ ot the i.Mtruo~or ~!angator. !:o 
a\ cwtaia "" l daati.tiMle objec\a t ha\ were :noYiDg a\ 

ti• radar seop• 1D Uon. I looked over his 
tiw ooJeot. tha' h• o to be u~niDc 

• 

At. t.":J.a Uma I oa. almo1\ r~ object n?prc•oni:ac t he cant•r o! 
the aoope ~ liD Qna]A •U..tecl at lD o• clock. Arter another ;:rweep ol ~=-.. 

1~ :1.1Gb to t~1e center ot tr.e acope o.nd A.JproachiWJ 3t 
9 o• olool&. I thonp\ thia r&pi4 !:lOtion• on thia oO..rvation• "11aa probaoq the 
~- ol M "0'"U8l a.lrcratt. • Thia, however. waa not so a. I oO.ezstad 
we-,...,. a n--.1 altitudll and o~ 3ltit waa coae • '?'~h.-more• 
'L"l wu no tv'tn&l ... a\ 8l\J' t!a. chrM.ng thia period. 

•• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-

abou\ ten lAter wa. ot t.-.~ree obJect. ~out 
'!'hey were ~onns in :m cloclcri.se direction and were 

center and odge of the ocope. nigh\ condi tioa. stable • 

• 

:JAa .. u o. s:-.oo.t:a 
S/3!1t USAF 
)3 392l.S213 
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CSRTI?ICl'l'S 
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• 

• 

I, ~ X..., ,_,... MJ J.B6Sa04. do oerU..f7 tha\t • 

\ 
J 

• 

• 

I 

' 
• 

• 

1 
PAGEl 

• 

c:J 6 ~ 19sa, while 1"17-Lns over the Gult ot ~!eatoo tawarda GalYeston, 
, t.~ 1"lJ..ih'\ fint.8bed tr&MterT'in& fuel and I tneft tumecl on !:f7 

• 

• 

radar set.. 
I notiaecl • unict.at.itiecl objeot. a.pproaohinc our a.1roratt at, a tei'T'.llio 

r&t. ol speed. I 1\ • be•\ aa I cCNl.d wL tb 'l!J7 atoprat.ch OYer a l.."tllfD 
d1ataaae the tJ 1gb\ engi,JJMr c ornputed the a u 52~ ~.~H. 
I alwtacl the ont.in o to look tor t~.e objeot. v1n•ll7 and a011e naeh• of 
l.ig.~ noUoed. The oloe•' the oojeota were ajlprcoli-ateq .20 ~ • I a. abod obJeota ill au, san.U.. aa aa two and tbree on t.he 
oo a~ oa. u.. I the ee\ and- t w .. no change. 

The objen ,.. a..U and b~ rauncl1 with t.l-te exaep\ion ol one VW1 
l,;a,-..,.g .. • retva oha9e4_ .. tol.lant ( 

~ovscl 3a ~ indioatee. 

I aJ.so no\iaecl a up to w1 thin Ill nil.. ot ov tail tz a 
tehind, and t:.D d1~. 

To the bM\ ol ~ !m01r~1 I beU••• tha\ th1• objeot waa an4 
:uwecl at, an extn•~ bigta speecl aftd waa a a-' m&l.!\1.netioa or optical. 
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JSJ,O ?LI fl'iU;Q \iG (!·Ali) l~~B, T:.U 1 

en t~ r.~ lea lro. ~lo:rlda t.o Ga]vw .. ton, 'l'.x"~•• 't'rainh1g ;.'l••ion ,,.6, 
1

. i a:ter al to a traok ol J20° ~ ~ polDt. .. ii ol TP .. ;·6,270' 9)001 ~ 
[!U b\.ll"'ll.Ap trc. oil ra£i-ariu on tbe :Wuialan• co·•t. ve~ not,•d• 1o chaak 
t.:1e :J "'n•• Lia~a\cr • eeleat.ial, I req•atfMl the ::Jt.~ radar to t.UZ'D oQ t.n. 

• 

sco!Je, wr.; uh had ~elll otl JO mil•• yeat. ~Jt '4.'lmpa, and see 1l !w could r;iok 
t~? the cue•" then OA the 100 mile rm&e• Alter t.be aa\ waa oD !or a autl1o!Mt. 
tlia ~ ··ran up, I waa 1~~ pezm13eioA t.o t\U"Il up the ~rllli 1 '1Ce on the aux. 
C0()9e1 J..'lli bot.A radar and 1 chaoked !or COilat.liM 1-et.urDa cllld fO'nl 
nc."'la. .~t thia tbe sea. had no-. been 1·~ ~t.tention then ._.._} ~...r.{ ~ 1 

at~ rr. soope for a ~riod. ot • At. 0525 :;st, o••rd'• 2«1:0 "f2D(~_,.J- ~,_ J~ 
i1Jd•r lor r:v at.t..ention to the aoope an4 I .r1rst. notaEl amall ori~t. bl 1p.~ .. ..J-( 
1~tWDa, J.j)praac:s..te17 4, ldtb no speoino gt'fAl}.'l'lng 3\ICA :J.S a radar beaooD 
t~t.a, o.;.~ uo tn• scope "t, 3JOO• A:a1••tb Stab! ti~t.iora ·.-~ae on. As 
the ~••P rowt•d one rewl\lt.ian, tbe blipe mGYe4 !;.i ~ aoo9e nM)n ~ 
coe r.wge ~.r. ~L~•r ~t.•li at,~ he 50 o1le r~• t~; i:xli~t.lns 
a nn~ ot 12-14 :nil... i4itb oaoh auoaeeaa1-.. revolut.ion~ tn. hll~ oont.l:auacl 
~ to 3 poi a&. 1.5-20 roJ.. rraa the !~hip at, a be~ ol 70° Lmd tJwn aut. ot the 
aco,pe. At. lSOO Hadar ga.w t l» L-at-ruGtoJ- Fll~ ..;nsJnter ~ t1118 aad ~ 
~·:illch ~rd.Aa oO'Ppa.&t tel u.a over 5000 .::..·d. 'lbeM group1nga ul bli.i» occurad lor about. 
5 ancl spe•d• 'W&N r8COQid\lt1d. Dur.ln4 this parL.xl., stl•lent ;:avigat.or 
~....l L"'13t.urat4Y rtadic. ~ t!le aux. aoope ~ conlJ.n.cl ~ o:)aervatioa.. At. 
thi~ ti;r• I called ror ?.a1 er to calibrate h.Ls sa\ to ;mr ,?Osel~Jt1ty 
ol' ...i:ll..rlmot.Jon. l ia t:.id thi:a olj:ll8cJ1 ~ u.nQ ''ihen ha sca.oned the aoopo once !.~.rw 
t!~• bll~ 1·sappeared sQOYi~ ..J:~ acroaa tile 300p8• I call QCl ott t w-o ~P~U"&t. 
bll~ t.noic aad pua1t.1.on i.:l ral.r£Uon to the ~ran. b7 the clock :JT~tta 
o·19~ ·interllh~ :Jt the ship .:lnd :18 thq at, )o1 cloc.c:, the Io•tr-t.or 
.:;:•gi - •• ,. v!ai ~ a blu• brigi~ vhl t. t &0 rroa !:"'O'lt. to ••• •r under ow 
liL"l~. ~~ wae bz-oiteA ott at- 0535 · .att.u s ~ ot tbe ollpe .- 1nt.o 
a~ ! Mit a\ll"''llld an ~ 30 m'l• trc. our a/o ~ 320° and !JroGledtd aero .. the 
s cope :·ad ott it at. a oompat•d. 3p1ell ot aver S0C0 :a-R. }~t all timea d~ the 
coat.&o\ the a/o wu l<tvel and ut.abl•• t.he , .• ~., \Me clear, not. a Cbull in the 
~q 3nd na1b111. wu. oxcel]•at.. Tbera "''• a tull :t100Q ~nns uaallont. water 

Wiad caapd.ecl ~ a colaat.ial 3 star tix shot, ~0 mimltea to lat. 
276/24 ":H )li- ~ 136 ~ :~ T.\S. Thtt ;llftzoaR •• !lJins 

l ·.m& r.,. ~at. the u.. • .'anar ~cl tbe blipe at. nJl :scan tilt. an&JA• 
f'n 1 l, t:.p ;.ncl dolm anci djdglt. loH t.he b11.- unt.U t.b• ~g antenna wt8 

.. ~o.:..-.t-ild C.~ : ne !~"'> of ~ll~ alter the XOpe wa8 oallo~tad ~leN not1d• 
af~dr ~"'ng t !"'a 330° to ~.50° ~roea the scope, to ~ about. ;a..nd swbg iJl 
behV-.d ~ ;.-;, ... ~~t•17 :;Q r:ilea a.oQ raa1Dtata sp••cl a."ld dht..lnce f o%" 
.::. ..... £-r!>x·~,. ~·; 7 :.0 ~econda .a."'lei t.i1en d1 ··~· 

• 

' '\ 

' J' n~ r· I <lt.:a~ 1/J jv..,.· """"'~~ .... .;....."""~......,~ 

• 

ltOfl: THIS DOCU .... r CO..TAt ... IN'OIUIATION UfifCflltG Tt-4: NATION~ DFFt!'i'SIIY THI: UNITlO STATES WITHIN TH£ MINUNG Of ThE ESI'ION~( .CT 50 
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lqwMI'a.,a..Gdh AD, !reata U a 

• 

• 

a 

DS.Z. lev 1••7• 80'b l!ataM17 1\e,S...Id, 9Ul DlrlliCDI A' a#OXS..tel7 1 ?e0-1830 

,.,.]315 
• • 

Hol~, llew 
• • 

Wl\Ja the all at a l.aa4Mrk, \he db•nw was able to. dt.~a \ha\ \he o'>-
• 

o • exoe~ t~ oae vs.terl7 det'leo\laa at 3 \o 5 de~rees. 

l 

I 
I 

I 

I 

'lhe ob~ed .... 4 \n be reYol.,ina 'hca ztlatl\ 'o lett with ~' appeared to be the 
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TOr TD-E (Lt. Col. Priend) 

1. It la not possible to definitely atata the caused the blips 
on the scope. 

2. However, three possible cause• for the phenomena reported are 
discuaaed below: 

a. Beacon returns, triggered by another radar, 

b. R.eturns from variations in the atmosphere, 

c. Ducting. 

3. Although the report says the blips did not have the relative 
positions which a beacon return would give, the sketch submitted 
doas appear to have the configuration which might be expected of 
a beacon. If a beacon wu being triggered by a radar other than 
the one about which this report was made, it could easily provide 
returns which would jump around on the scope as described. If 
the plane's transmitter power was very low, it is possible that 
it w-:>uld not be strong enough to trigger the beacon. This could 
explain the fact that the coastline vas not seen on the radar, 
although the gaa flamea from the oil refineries were seen. I 
woul~ ~ect the radar normally to see further than the eye. 

4. If the transmitted pO\Ier was normal, blips could have been 
caused by variations in the atmosphere. These frequently cause 
blips ~hicb move across the scope with speeds varying from very 
slow to thousands of ~les per hour. 

• 

5. :: 1~cting were present - and over water, this condition is 
not ~~~s~al - the targets could have been reflections from objects 
~any ~~~s the radar's Qo~al rang~ distant from the set. tr.ese 
t~= ;: : . ~~y act ratic~ally at times, and at times not, and may 
be. £:-: ::. -: :.:.:ion3ry objects on the ground. 
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