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__ OJt.C.. 6t 19!52 GW.P' 0£ M~~Q -.. C~EVHQ.E-19?_~ P 1_~_!_) 5 _ _ ylj_T_!:I_~5_SESO~-
AT 9e24 AeMe A B-29 BOMBERt PILOT.ED BV CA~TAIN JOHN HARTERt WAS 190 ~ILES 01 

• 

O~_G_ALY.ES.I..OILA~D_AB.Qj,JT l_QO. J!ULES _sourH Of _ _jH_E _ _ LQ~J_S_A~A .~O.A.~T.• __ _ "!'HE _S-:29 ~--02_ 
CRUISING IN BRIGHT MOONLIGHT AT 18,000 FEETt WAS .RETURNING TO ITS BASE IN 03 

r--T~AS_• _ /!. ~~-U1Lii~REt 11~~~R-~~_o __ <;AL_L._Ep __ !tt_~ -R~OAR OFF J_C_g_R, L ~_g_~-.:_E"!~~.T _ _?_!_0 ~-It __ 
CO~EMANt AND ASKED HIM TO TURN ON THE· SETt SO HE COULD CHECK THE COASTLINE ON 05 

• • 
~~~~~~,.~~~v~ ~6-

AT Se25t BACK IN THE SHIPt COLEMAN WAS WATCHING THE MAIN RADARSCOPE TO SEE 07 
IF THE_ COA.SI SHQ\t~D ve_, '. s_u.Q_QEN_L:V t~E _ _B_L_~~- -Ofl' s_o~_E UNKN~-~N O~~;_g_~~E~.~;_D AT o_e 
ONE EDGE OF THE SCREEN• WHEN THE SWEEP MADE . ITS NEXT REVOLUTION, COLEMAN 09 

- '-'.UMPEO.t_. . __ _ . .. ----- _ __ -·-------------1_0 _ 
IN THAT BRIE~ MOMENT THE UNKNOW~ OBJECT HAD GONE 13 MI~ESe 1 1 

---- l...llii.BCLJ!LtE-J.E:Af!gjU~--..a..:..:.UlC_t;~e;_/iS~TJiE ONCOMING OBjECT STREAKED TOW~....:..R.;....;;0;...._--1=-.;:;~-· 
THE B-29e FOR AN INSTANT IT SEEMED THEY WOU~D MEET HEAO-ON• THEN CO~EMAN SAW13 
'LtjEJ~ .PAl"J:i5_WE.RLOJ....~RGl_NG• HE S-~~"t~~gp UP HI_S_$"(9~-~TCH, YELLED FOR THE 1~ - ~---

FLIGHT ENGINEER• · 15 
BA.lLEY• HELP ME IR.A_CK I.tt_I_S Tti..ll:JG .• ~:;__ ____ ·------------ -~-_!6_ 

BE~ORE THE eLIPS FAOEDt COLEMAN AND THE STAFF SERGEANT SWIFTLY COMPUTED THE17 

~~~~~~~----~------------------------------~--------~8-IT WAS 5t240 MIL.ES AN HOURe 19 
INTERCOM MIKE AND2 

--
21 

W.LJ.Y_ST CfeQ!;~E;.,Q AN UNKNO_WN AT -~~~~ 5tOOOe* 2.=-2 ---
• • 

-*THAT-s . :~~?OSSIBLE•* ... SNAPPEO HARTER• *RECALteRATE THE SETe* --
AS COLEMAN HURRIEDLY WENT TO WORKt MASTER SERGEANT BAILEY BENT OVER THE ·. . 

·-~COPE • __ . . ·-·- -· -..- _ _ . . .. .. . _ ... ___ .. _ _ .. ... . · _..:. . ____ __ ·-·- --·-· ·-----· . ~- _____ .. ·--
*THERE-S ANOTHER ONE -- TWO OF THEM•* HE EXCLAIMED. 

___ ,,_.SECOND t A.IFR LIEU.l:ENANT_.CASS IOV . .. _THE.-~AV 1 .~~:r9..B• ~\lT __ I_"!__Q!':L T~g __ J_N_T_E_~CO~. 

2 ;:) 
24 

26 
27 . 

' . *1-VE GO~ -EM ON MY SCOPEt TOO* HE SAID TAUTLVe 2~ 
____ av THE _ T.I r·i~ .. COL.EMAN .F:.I NI SHEO_R,ECA~ I BRAT ING t .. rH~ - ~LIPS _Of: _FOUR .. U_FO-S _ WE~.E-=---- 2\1 

RACING ACROSS HIS SCREEN• ABRuPTLYt HARTER-S CRISP VOICE CAME THROUGH THE 30 

!'ERCOM . ....... ---.- - · ··-.. ·---- .. ·-· --· _ --·-- ·-- - -------·----- 31 
*1-VER GOT FOUR UNKNOWNS AT 12 0-C~OCK CDEAO AHEAD)• WHAT DO YOU SHOW•* 32 t--- .T.I':fEY~RLON All THREE S~RE.Se* S.~.I_D_~O.L..~~A~.e *1"7VE. RECALj_BRATED -- IT.;..S NO.J:J 

MA~FUNCTJON•* · 34 
~--U~ IN .. :rHE: _ COCKP LT_, __ tt~RTER_J NCREOULOUSL. V . . WAT_CH~Q _T..tiE_ _SW J ET-:.~OY.J~q_-~L. I ~S.__ 35 

C~OSS HIS G~ASS• AS ONE APPRaACHEO ON THE RIGHT, HE CA~LEO OUT A HASTY A~ERT.36 
• • 

--- *UN!<NOWN .• A T_3 __ o~.CLO.CK•:It __ ·-· .... _. ---- ·_ ___ -·- ____ _ _ -·-- _ 37 
BACK IN THE B-29t BAI~EY SPRANG TO THE RIGHT WAIST BLISTER ANO PEERED OUT 38 

_,.JN.T.O THE NLG!':i.T• ASTONISHED_, H_E__5~W_A .. ~L.U.E;.::L_I_T_Q.~.-l~_CT 5_18~.~~ · F8_0M FRONL TO 3_<?_ 
REARe MOVING SO FAST IT WAS ON~Y A BLUE-WHITE. BLURt THE OBjECT VANISHED UNDER40 

• 

-.4-THE... BOMSER~$..._\IJ.lNG• 4 1 
THE STRAN~E OBjECT HAD HARD~Y - DI-SA.PF,-EARE·o- ·wH'EN ANOT.HER--GRou~- -oF-BLr_P_s_EAME 4z 

-~ONT.O _ ALL._TH~Ee: SCOeES ~--L.IJ~E_T_tCE __ OTHER, O~.J.E.C..I.S '·--T~.E N~W __ GROU~ WA_S_~~~. I Nq __ OyER ~ .3 . 
StOOO MILES AN HOURe TO MAKE IT WORSE• THEY WERE ALL COMING FROM A~MOST DEAD 44 

_...Af:i~AD_e T~O-U.G.H THEIR CO.URSE STJL.~_.P._l_VE_gQ_~O ~t:i9Y.9H TO ~ISS TH£ ~.Q~:~_f;R BY MILESt4!?_ 
TH~ S~IGH~EST CHANGE MIGHT PUT THE CREW IN INSTANT PERIL• AT THOSE TERRIFIC 46 

_____ ..._EED.S_T~EY _'.:.'.PJL~O.N-T HAVE A PRAYE;~t AND _ _!;VERY MAN ABOARD KNEW IT • __ __ 4 7 
SIX MINUTES AFTER THE FI~ST SIGHTING, THERE WAS A SUDDEN LUL~e· AS THE 48 

~-~~~~ES C~eAR~Ot COLEMAN DREW A ~ONG B~EATHe· APPARENTLY THE NIGHTMARE WAS 49_ 
OVER • , • 50 

~----A MINUT~ ~~S$~0• THE TENSE AIRMEN WERE SLOWLV BEGINNING TO RELAX WHEN A 51 
iHIRO GROu = c= S~IPS FLASHED ONTOTHE sc·o==P=E~s~.~~C~O~L~E~M~A~N~~SEIZED HIS ST<fP-WATCHt 52-
S~IFTLY CA~~~= C=F THE TIY.ES AND DISTANCES• DAILEY FIGURED THE SPEEOSt GRIM~Y51 
N~OOED. --- -· - - - - 5~ 

*SAM~ ·s ~~=~~~ * UE u, : ' TT---~-=D. ---.:.:.... . -~ '-_.... -~-::.-~' " • •• \.I ~ 55 
THE RAO~~ o=~ I .:~R BENT OVER -THE- SCREEN. TWO OF THE UFO-S WER-E R-oc'K'E""ffN"G- BY:;6 

~~~~~~~HT. _ 57 
*UNKNOW~S ~7 FOUR 0-C~OCKe* HE BAW~E~O~I~N~T~O~~T~H~E~M~I~K~E~.-------------------------~5~8-

~--.o--"-AFF S!;~G-~.:. ·-.~ i" FER~_J_S BEAT SAlLEY TO THE WAIST BLISTER. OPEN-MOUTHEOt HE 59 
'..'..\TCHED T'..'O C? •. : ~.:-:-s STREAK BY :-.:.-·MERE ... aCuiis- -oi='~e-~ue:·:w.:t"ITE--CIGHT~-- --- ·------ 6 ·o -

-----~uP I~ TH~ CO:~PITt HARTER-S EVES WERE GLUED TO THE AUXILIARY SCOPE• FORTY 61 
MILES AWAYt Frv~ OF THE oaJECT_S .. WERE RACi-NG -BEHI.NO THE BOMBE·R·; -·cul'"Tt~iG-ACR.OSS 62 

OUR 63 -·-- --- :---::::-::------~:-------
S~OOEN~Y THE OBJECTS SWERVED, HEAOlNG STRAIGHT FOR THE B-29e HARTER ~ROZEe64 

AT THEJ.~ I.ERR I_F ~~ $~gO TH~V WOU~O CLOSE THE GAP IN THREE SECONDS • 65 
BUT BEFORE HE COULD t;10VE- THE-- CONTROLS-; - AN -J-NCREO_I_BLE -THfNG-·HA-PPENE-D. -66-

___ AB.RUP-..T.L.V THE O.N~U.S.t:!.I..N~_Ue".O~S __ SL~WEO _TO_ THE __ B9!-1B_E_R-S SPEED • FOR TEN SECONDS 67 
THEY KEPT PACE BEHIND IT• WHI~E THE PILOT HELD HIS BREATH. - -- ------·-- 6a·-

• 

______ T~H~~N, SWIF~ty PICKING ~p ~P~~~J T~E UNKNOWN OBJECTS PULLED OFF TO ONE SIDE.69 
AT THE SAME MOMENT HARTE~ CAUGHT SIGHT OF A HUGE BLIP -- A HA~F-INCH SPOT ON 7o-

... TtjE SC_O~E. ' AMAZED...LJ:i.LSA.W_TJ~.E. ,MOST f'ANT_ASTJC THING OF ALL• 71 
sTJL~ MOVING AT ovER s.ooo MI~Es AN HOuR~ - THE -sMALLER oa~-ECrs MEP.GEo wiTH 7 2 

THE I ARGER._O.B . .JE_CI:• I..N.S.I..4NTLYt_"(~_I; __ ~.U.Gf;_ ~-L. IP B~~.A!'J_T_O_ AC~E.!-_E8 .. ~.J_E_. _____ !w10_YJ"'G so 7 ~J 
FAST THAT HARTER SAT STUNNEOt IT F~ASHED ACROSS HIS SCOPE AND WAS GONEe 7~ 

·------~A~E~E~~~MENXS ' LAIER 'QhE.MAN=S AWE~ Y~ICE CAME THROUGH THE INTERCO~• 75 -
*CAPTAIN• 010 YOU SEE THATe* 7 6 

--*;;:_YES ___ ~ I S...~W_l~t_!_~~ -I_Q H~Sl.EB• 7 7 
· *WE cLoc~~e:o rr.• sAle coLEMAN. *vouw-oN:i-- aEl.IEvE TH"-is -- ~-r--~~is M'A•<:i-N"G --: ,, 



- - --_ _ --.:o_=- _.._ - -~-

.. .., ... , .......... _ .. . . ...... , ..., ... _ ...... . . - . 
--~SiAl',. .IBQIANI f"'IRA.L!i..J.~I_B~ I LEV TO TH~ WAIST BLISTER • OPEN-MOUTHED, H~ 59 

WATCHED TWO OS.JECTS STREAIC ev :,:,.· .. MEAE-isi.""Ui:is-·o;r BLUE~WHi-T!: LiGHT-;--··-- - -· ---·-- - -60 
. . 

______ uP I~ THI COC~PITt HARTEA-S EVES WERE GLUED TO THE AUXILIARY SCOPE• trORTV 61 
MILES AWAVt fi'IVI!: Ofl' THE oa-jiCTS .. _WERE RACJN.G -BEHIND THE- BOMBER·, cui""TJNGACR-OSS62 
ITS C9YR5E• I 63 

SUDDENLY THE OB.J~CTS SWERVED, HEAOIN-~G-5-~T-R_A_I~G-H-T~F~O-R ___ T_H_E B-29e HARTER FROZEe64 
AT T~~i~ IE~RI~IC _ SPEEO T~Ey WOULD CLOSE THE GAP IN THREE SECONDS• 65 

BUT BE~OR! HE COULD ~0-VE THE . . CONTROLS-;-AN_t .NC-REO I Bi.E--THJNG--HAPPENED. 66 
-ASRU~t.LY TH! O.N!N_S~lNG U.E_P.=._S __ SL_Q.WED __ T.9_T~t! __ B91'1~-e;~-S_SPE~~· f'OR TEN SECONDS 67. 

THEY ICEPT PACE BEHIND ITt WHILE THE PILOT HELD HIS BREATHe 68 
• • 

TH'tN, SV!lf'TLY PI(:ICING up SPE.EDt Tt1,E UNI<NOWN Of'.JECTS PUL..LED OFF TO ONE SIDS:.69 
AT THE SAM~ MOMENT HARTER CAUGHT SIGHT OF A HUGE BL..IP -- A HAL..F-INCH SPOT ON 70 
THg SC_O.PL• · ~l!lAZ!:Q.t H~ S~.WJJi~ .. l"OSt_~~j~J-~.!_1 C Tt:i I NG OF ALL• 71 

STILL ~OVING AT OVER StOOO MILES AN HOURt THE SMALLER OB~.J-E_C_T_S __ M_E_R_G_E_O ___ W_I_T_H ___ 7~2 
THE LA~G~Q O~~~CTe INSTANILYt TH~ HU.~~~~~IP BEGAN TO . ~CCE~ERATEe MOVING SO 73 
~AST ~HAT ~ARTER SAT STUNNEDt IT FLASHED ACROSS HIS SCOPE AND WAS GONEe 74 

----~•~F~E~W MCY,ENi$ ' LATER COLEMAN-$ AWED VOICE CAME THROUGH THE INTERCOMe 75 
*CAPTAIN• DID YOU SEE THAT•* 76 

---*.:;;..Y..L.ES -- I SAW ITt* SA 1,0 HARTER• 77 
*WE CLOCKED fTt* SAID COLEMAN. *YOU WON-T BELIEVE THIS -- IT WAS MAKING 78 

-TOG~THER. NOTHING-WOUL;~HANGE--THEJR STORYt- AN0 -· STATEJ.1ENTS- IN THE ·· REPORT e~") 
SHO~EO THEI~ FIRM CONVICTION• 8

7 

--'---- - CAPT-A IN J-tAR~ER • *ONE-GROUP.: .. OF. BL l PS WAS NOTED-.AF_TER ._ THE_...SET _WAS ----- ·- e :-. 
CALIBRATED• TO ARC ABOUT AND SWING IN BEHIND US AT ABOUT 30 MILESt AND 8? 

_ _..MAl 2EED AND Dl SIA~CE EOR.J\PJ?ROXJ.t-1.AT.El-Y. ·tEN__S.E_~ONQ.~~-!-•_C_O_~TACT WAS . 9 _0 
BROKEN OFF AT 0~35• AFTER A GROUP OF THE BLIPS MERGED INTO A ONE-HALF-INCH ARC91 

•-_,....N::> _ _P-ROCEEOEO AC:RO_S.S THE sc_o_e~~~D_OF_F tT AT A ~Q~PUTED S~~EQ. _O_F OV.ER 9t000 9_2 
M.P.H•* . 93 

1 
____ L..IE\..!TENA~t_c_QLEMAN· *' NQ_t.lcEp ___ oNE __ ~EQ_A_Pg~oAc~9uR -~t~~-'!~T AT A Ts~RIFIC94 

RATE 0~ SPEEDe I TIMED IT AS BEST I COULD WITH A STOP-WATCH OVER A KNOWN 95 
I--~~~~~~ c; A~O THE FLIGHT E~G~ER COM~U~D TH~ . SP~ED AT 5t24Q ~!PeHe I ALERTED~~ 

THE ENii~~ C~~W TO LOOK FOR THE OBjECTS VISUALLVt AND FLASHF.S OF LIGHT WE~E 97 
~ OIEO • ~c:- Cl OSEST THE OB.J~CTS _CAME .. W.AS __ A~F!.R.O~J.MAJ:E~ __ 20_ M_I.LE_S•. I __ S~W ABOUT 9 _8 

2~ OB~~CTS IN A~L..••• I RECALIBRATEO THE · SET 1ND THERE WAS NO CHANGE. 99 
-----*-T~E OeJ.~CTS WERE_.SMAL L A~tOY-0SS.I.Bl,.V ___ ~OU~Q,_WJJ'.!"4 TH_E.J:_X~£;~J_I_ON Oy QNE. VERY 00 

LARGE ~E~U~N SHAPED AS FOLLOWS• ONE-HALF-INCH CURVED ARC. I ALSb NOTICED A 01 

1
_.-,._...,.._""E g;-u:~ ;OM!! UP TO WIII-'IN 40 t-\l_L~S OF OUR TAIL FROM BEHIND AND THEN 0_2 

OISAPPEAo. 70 THE BEST OF MV KNOWLEDGE, I BELIEVE THAT THIS OB~ECT WAS REAL 03 
___,A_~Q MOYEO_:..,. .! ~ .~XTREM.~LY l-J!~H ~E_EQ.AJ\lO \#!~S NOT A SET M~Lf:..\.!NCTION OR OPTICAL 0.4 

ILLUSIO~•* 05 
ASTE~ s~: s:~~~i BAILEVe *THE RADAR OPERATOR CLOCKED THE OBjECT CTHE FIRST 06 

~-~· -- - - -· --4- - _,. .. . - ··-- - - .. - ------ ... - - - -- -
ONE SEEN> ~~~ ! ~OMPUTEO THE AIR SPEED OF THE OB.JECT TO AVERAGE 5t240 M.P.H. 07 

W NG -~ H RADAR OPERATOR REPORTED AN OBjECT TO BE PASSING 08 --- . -
AT 3 0-CLOCKe UQON LOOKING OUT THE WINOOWt I SAW A BLUE-WHITE STREAK TRAVEL 09 

-.fl!Qr~.:r_.....:_r_o_q~~:) ;. ".~ Q.ts_APPE AR ~N_D_ER __ T_HE _W_I.~G •.!'" ___ . _ _ -·-- __ .. . 1 0 
ST~FF SE~C~~ ~i FERRIS• *AFTER THE RADAR OPeRATOR REPORTED OBjECTS 11 

~P~~O~CH!~~ A- ~ 0-CLOCKt I IMMEDIATELY LOOKED IN THAT POSITION ANO SAW TWO 12 - ·-- - -· .. ---- ·- ---·- ---- -

• 
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bet,. ia 11r1ak bp, mere blur.of 
do . O...Mr. 1. 1111. blue-white light. Up In Ute cocft:. 
u, • .,. ..._. ~: pit, Harter's eyes were pued to the 
F'nrlh · auxlllary scope. Forty mtlea away, 

..... _..,. ODIUIIIa at· L•r•ll-~ 8 f th T --- -- w o e saucers wet-c racin .. be· ex., · :.. · hi d h e 
AIJI'mae."tnt the 'end of a nl·.,t·t: I n t e bomber. Suddenly, the 

pracU n ht ~ .. ucen swerved, heuded straight 
Ct! •a to F lorida, the B-29 for the B-!!9. Berore Harter could 

was crublng In bright moonlight move the rontrols, an Incredible 
abt lfl,OOO f<.-et. At 5: 2-i a.rn., the big thing happened. The ont·ushin., I 

omber, piloted by C3pl. John UFO' 1 .., 
Uat·ter, was lPO m::~s from Gal- a a owed to the bomber's 
veston and abnut l \') :n.:!es t~outh apeed. For 10 seconds, they kept I 
ot the Louis iana ~;:_,;~"~. A ntinut• pace. Then, swiftly picking up \ 
bel H "" speed, the unknown machines 

ore, a.-ter h.a~ c.:.:~ the radar pwled oil to one side. At the same.. 
o~cer, Lt. S id Coleman, and uked I moment. Hadar c:aqht allht of a • 
h

1
1m to turn on th., s~t. 10 he could 1 

c.teck the coajtlin@ on the auxil- huge halt-inch apot on the- 1 
inry scope in the cockpit IC:OJ''!. Atw.'zed. he aaw the moet 4 

At 5: 25, Coleman wu watchfna fan~le thlnf of all. 
the analn radarscope. The blip of Still moving at more than 5,000 
s r~n.~_ unkDGwaoeju,.,.un•at. milu an hour, the smaller cratt 
'•• ••ot.tbe • Whet~ the merged with the large machine. 
~· .JII!Id~ltl&ut nYOh&Uon, Inata

1
ntly, the huge blip began to , 

. .~~ · :~~' · .. -. ;~ :~.r::o . ~.:~· acce erate. It flashed across Har-
~-J .......... ·· .,_ ... _t bri- - ter'a scope and was gone. j 

~~~~ -n~-. tlae- craft The meaning of what they hnd 
t •••• 1!!~ - · - · · set"n was inescapable. The discs 

Another blip leaped onto the had been launched from a huge 
scope a~ the oncoming object mothe.r ship for .so.me type ot re- I 
~tr;akecl. toward the B-29. For an C'onnaass:mcc tmsswn. After the 
tns ~ant, 1t set"med thnt they would B-29 was sighted, one group had / 
m1.·•:~ head-on. Then Coleman saw been divertt"d for a brief oLserva-
t_h:':: p aths were . diverging. He tion. Then, Hying at 5,000 mph, 
?. e •. d for the ftaght engineer: they had been taken back aboard 

.P.c!!iJ me track this thing!" the mother ship. It wa!' almost un-
~J : , re th"'! blip., !aded, Coleman believable. But the radar set had 

Al"' tne sa.ar SlrJnat swiftly been working perfe-ctly, and the 
puted ~e unknown's sp11cL It visual confirmation, as Builey and ' 
a.2t0 mil• an hour. Ferris saw the machines Hash by, I 

''1'hat•s-tmpouible. .. ana was final , absolute proof. Three 
Ha11er. ~Jbrate the-.: separate times, saucers had been 
~ tbe time ftaiah .. ~ aeen exactly whet·e the three ra-

recamarattaa. tbe . bU.. ~..- tour II darscc.pes showed them. : 
UI'O'a. -••• - nemr acroaa his 
screen. "They're on all three C.hef'ldn:~ Coulllne R~turna 
scopes,' ' said Colc!man. "I've recal- The ATIC summary, written 
ibrated. It's no malf'.lnction." by the pilot, follows: 

Muw Ser1n•t BaUey . i•p•" "On the return leg !&·om Flor-
to the rilb& waia . aNI 1 ida to Gal \'eston, Texas, train-

p eenc&·out iato tj.•lailht. He awl ing mission, natural-gas burning~ 1 
from oil refineries on the Lou~i-

a blu1 lit object ID IRk from fNDt ana coast were noted. To check 
to f • '-' it oaly t d t · t • 1 a b :.!e-,ir~t~· !:l . ~. tbe sauci!rvari- 1 u en navu~a or 5 ce estinl, Ire-

quested the a~tudent radnr to turn 
ished unj~r L'"'- o~.·~ber's wing. on the scol)e, which had been oft 
The st:-~nae -r..:...::-_r.e had hardly from 30 m i!C's W of Tampa. nnd see ' 
disappear~ '\"!':e:: : .. ::v!..~er group 1 

I if he could pick up the coast then! of blips care~ :..-,• ~· :.: :!:.:;e scopes. t 10,, .1 Like the oo:!'l-:r -:-..>.:.::::~:. . the new o:1 ~e v- tm e ran~e-. After the I 
. set ·,o,.·a:. on for a sufficient tl·m~. to .:roup was :n~krr:; '") ··~~ 5. -,.)0 m1les 

T . · h 1 w a. m ~p. I was given permission an hour. c1 m.~. .. ·.~ J ~ ·:·. =~t:. t e)' 1 t • th b 
· · d d o •t•rn up c rilliance on tht-wet·e all com1ng !"vr" a.:r:o.:it ea d ho 

ahe:Hi. Thm.t~h ~ :-. :.r C.J\Jl'Se still aux. scope, an th student and I 
chvPrged £ nou~h · -~ 11~ .3: ~~e bomb- • checked for coastline returns and 

h \ found none. At this time, the set t.;r by rr.iles. ~!'\c ~ .. ;·.·e-: c ange h d L.--

mh.:ht P G\ e pt.; • ~~£> c:n·y in instant · a not lA-.:n calibrated. My at­
p el"il. At l hoJ.,e t c:-r:~c sp~~ds, tht!y tcnt itJn then was attracted from 
wuuldn' t ha•.e a n::l,·e:-, and every 1 the scope fot· a period of time. At 
man aboa.·d k.Dw~ u. 1 0525 CST, radar called for my at-

Six mlAut• after the ant aipt- \ tention to t~e sco~, and I first not­
in .. Cbere wM a sudden lulL Tb• .-, ed small braght bhps rC'turn~. ap-

J 
proximately t , with no specific 

~ •.•re becinnlnc to groupin1 such as a radar beacon 
relax when a tl\ircl poup of~= 1 transmits. A1.imuth stabilization 
ftuhed onao the BCOP••· The _ · was on. As the sweep rotatt!d one 
oftlcv b1n~ OYU ""':: \ revolution. the blipa movttd SE 

·of the U~ were '7ow- acrou the sc:ope, more than one 
the · . i ran1e marker. I 

• 

"Radar stated at that time he i 
hod 50-mile ranl(e on, indlcatln• a 
movement of 12-lo& mile~. With 
each successive rc\·olutlon, th<' 
btlps continued SE to a point 15-
20 miles from the Rhlp nt a bearing 
of '70 deg. and th~n out of the 
acopf". At 150 d~g. , rudar ~ave th~ 
Instructor ftight cn~lncer the thnP 
and distance, whic-h WIUI computC'd 
b ovt>r 5,000 mph. These groupings 
of blip!'l occurred for nbout 5 min­
utes nnd speed:; wuc recomputed. 
During this p~riod, student nnvi- I 
1ator and instructor radio \'iewcd 
the aux. scope and confirmed my 
observations. At this time, I called 
for radar to calibrate his set to 
eliminate any possibility of mal­
function. He did this speediJy, and 
when he scanned the scope once 
more, the blips reappeared moving I 
SE ocrosa the liCope. I called off two 
separate bli~ track and position 

in relation to the aircr_alt by the 
clock system over interphone of 
the ship, and ft!l they passed at :J • 
o'clock, the instructor '.mgineer 
visibly saw a blue-bright whit~ 
flame go from front to rear undPr 
our wing. Contact wRs broken off 
at 0535 after a group of the blips 
merged into a 1,1l -inch curved arc 
about 30 miles fl·om our aircra(t at 
320 deg. and proceeded across the I 
scope and ofJ it ut a computed 
speed of over 9.000 mph. At all 
times dul"ing the contact. the air­
cra(t was level and stable, the ' 
weather wa!; clear, not a cloud in 

1 the sky, and visibility was excel ­
lent. There was a full moun. giving I 
excellent water reflection. The air­
craft was Hying lon~-range cruise 
at the time. Radal' checked the 
blips at all scan tilt angles full up 1 
and down and didn't lose the blips I 
until the scanning antenna was 
pointed down. One group of blips 

. after the ficope was calibrated 
were noted, after moving from 330 1 
deg. to 150 deg. act·oss the scope, 
to arc about and swin~ in behind ' 
ua at approximately 30 miles and 
maintain speed and distance ror 
app1·oximately 10 seconds and then 
disappear." 

A Uu,.ter or Lightll 
The ATIC comment was: "All 

possibiliLie~ were checked for 
known aerial phenomena. The 
c<mclwion was: "Unknown." ] 
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' SAFOI-~ 1 ol Tacker/mbb/72291 

14 March 1961 

I ' 

·· I {'~eli .. ii.~ ~·~ 
1 

.. ~ Dec. ~~ ~~sz; .ttat ~oKluttoa ia J: the <idtt · 
. ::·=~\·' •..I~ ~.!._.~~. • .-~: .... · ·of ..-exico caae, wt.~ thr-. a·roups of t.~·~ I 

· w~re snn •m r3du-tr~~ed bJ the· erev of · 
.• .:: . ~, , . o,~. . ;. • • ; -:<!.:_ .... : '.c~ At 8-~ ba•ber,. and a Yer, laqe Object '- • J 

• • • • · _:~-·~ '£ ~ - -, •·--' ~~:1.:: .. ,.. tracked ·at: .. o••~ "•000 .-.p.b. .. after one ! 
. .~. ~-·f.-&~ 1: .'s ~ · .. ~ ~• J s er "IIIII· watll It? •a· . · ·•: 

.. r, ~ . ) . ., J• T • 
• 

o. 'l'he ob~cct which l:aa 'traca•cl by rodar 6 lAtc~:aber 1952 ia 
c11rried ao uniddnt1f1ed iu tba ~\eros:;.ce 'lechnlcal IA~lligance Center 
fileo. 
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• • 

• • I. OBHIRAL • 
• 

• 

• • 
• JA)oala ? · ·~ >- r c..s 

ZebNt . ,.-
...... 

, , . . 
/~ !-(.1, I,.__ t1 

• 

t-(~ l .._ .,('_,c_ {._7 I~ /t.-A.,e.,..\.J 
• 

•• 

C Ob8ww ed Objeo\ 
• 

;:::::: InteroepU.oD A\teq»te4 
No ......_.A-.t-.-.-.....-...........,_-,:~ ~ .... 

_A/C Scraable4 · 
0 Visual Contact Jla~ 
0 A/I Contact llade 
ONo Co Made 

~---;=;-= 

ONormal 
CJViolent 

Cll-5 Jliautea 
10 Ja.nutea 

II. ASTRONOMICAL DATA 

0Da)' 
[J Sunriatt 

III. AIRCRAFT DATA 

. -· l 
OS - 0 • DYes 

I 0 I 

0 

• = • 
• 

[:JNo 

• • 
. No 

• 

ATIC ForHl 334 ( 13 Aug 52) 
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• 
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' 

' 

• 

• 

g'Excellen' 
C]Oood 
CJFair 
CJPoor 

•• 

0 Unreliable 

• ' 

• 

• 

CJ ~re .. q Doubt~ 
CJHoax 

CJWu 
ClProb&~q 
0Poaa!~ 

DWu JJ.rorah 
CJ P:L obabq Airoratt. 
Cl Po.aiblT A1ront\ 

• • • 
• 

IV. BAUMlf DA!A 
• • 

• 
Y. 'IYAIJJA'l'ICJf 

o:J.oOod 
0Fa1r 
0Poor 

• 

D Insutt1ol•\ to t?alua\e 

C]Wu Aatronold.oal 
Cl Plobabl7 AaWC>nold.oal 
D Poaalbq A.t;ro~oal 

tJ Otherr -----------------
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