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. I. pest:!(~ion or In~~~cn~ 
• • 

• 

. 
A~ C9lS EST an RF-80 ov~r thi~ loe~tion visu3lly sighted a circular silver 

object a~:~t the aise or a h3lt-dollar. Objec~ W3~ seen tor a period ot 10 to 
lS secor'~ and apparen~lJ was oscillatinc, losinc nnd cainlnc alt.itudo alter­
nately. ~!le pilot. was on a 270° hoadine at 1$.,000 rt. and saw the unknown at 
a relative bearln3 or 330° 3~ approxia,tely )0.,000 tt. The weather was clear 
v1 t.h CA V'j conditions. 

II. Dise~sion ot Incident 
• 

Since ~his sighting occurred 10 minutes before a similar one at Crcensboro, 
tlorth Ca.r~llna, th'J possi.bili ty of the two pilots actually seeinc the same object 
has been looked into. \'he followl~: conclusions have bec.on drawr,: The objects 

I 

could not. have been a ain~le wt:a.thcr balloon launched at llurst.ville~ South 
~rolina, because tlae prevailine lrl.ncls for tho general area were from )60° a~ 
7S knots, or blo~ns directly acain~t a rr~o !loatine object and carryine it 
south or t!-.e ori&in:ll observation point., nor north. Secondly, the objects co~ld 
not have been a single jet aircraft. traveling !rorn Hurst.ville north to Greer~O.:lro. 
The d1st.3~ce is llS miles b6twecn siehtinus and the sightings were 10 minut~s apart 
thereby n-!cessitat.ine a ground spccJ of 690 mph. \!ith a general wind fror11 t.t~ north 
blovine at. 7S knots at 2$,000 rt. it. scc::\5 uulikely that. a jet could hit this speod. 
Furthcrrllore the description or the unkno·.rn as "round and silver" !rom experienced 
tighter I·ilots indicates that. tho objects t-robably 'rlere not jets. Although there 
W3S much local air traffic in both sicht.in&~, aircraft has been eliminated as a 
possibilit7 r1' .. r the above reason • 

Both sichtings occurred \d thin an hour or a scheduled raldnsonde -..eath~ 
b:Llloon release at Or€:en!lb0:-o, llort.h Carolina, amt an unscheduled relea~u aro\md 
the Hurs•~ville area. Taki~ae the: dcscri1·tions given or both objects~ vhlch are, 
incidentally, very charact,.. : : ·, i c of balloon obst:rvations rcc,..:iv~-<1 by ATl C~ tl".e 
conclusion reached is that t he: objc.r.t seen at lturGtville was possibly a balloon. 
At Oreens~oro probably a b-11oon. . 

III. Co~c~usion 
• 

Pos $ ~ b:y a balloon • 

• 

• 

• 

2S 
• 
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Th1 1a due to the tact that. the 1 o~ sim1la~ object. 
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Op PAQI 

• 

Ifajor 3rayt . 
On 35 Deolllber l9S2 while !l)r.i.D« straight at · 1 rt, aa Jlll.'Dber t:JO 

baD in Q ~JO shi:> for.aat.1oa (2R1-301s), I obser,,acl an unidenUf'iecl object at ll o• ........ 
high poaiti.oa. 'iha U. ,.,.. approdrn·teq 0915 aiKl 118 ~IBN heading wast over Harte. 
¥1lle, s.c. at, t.t.. ot siga • I first notad the object 'b7 it's 31lftr color, 
refiooUoa. !rca it., a:ucl ita osoltlat..inl mo...ata. I vas ~ clo•• formation 
at t...,. u.:m.. 300 :mph, oft ot the right~ ot the laad. a1rcn.t\ and 
obMrncl a ~- &- to 12• leader canoP7• At f'i:.cs\ I 
t.ltQQ~!lt tlJn it waa aao1'.Mr aircratt doing •ra.,. E~ta• at .301000 rt or highRJ 
howner, .tra paa\ ot thl.a nenl\lver :1t high ::U. ti , 
I deoidado ~ it was ancl too f'aa\ to be m10tbar a1rcra£t. I c•ll•rl 
it to the ~ttelltiQD ot th8 nigh\ , but he did not obserre it. .\b011t that. 
t.U. ue uen\ into 3 b:mk, anc:l I lost 31gh\ of the object and did not obserwe it 4~, ..... &.1 

Slnce it va• some dis ~. J. could not <leteni.D8 too !ll\IOb :1bout it. 
ever, rrc. rq po•ition 1 t a~•racl about tlw size ol a So cent piece and I !olt that 
it H3S :1t t 10 ndl ea trA;f. .A:J a rQlgh estJ.Dat.ion, it appeared t4 be looainl 
a."ld c;ainL, a'bcMlt. 3~000 .rt. at a rate or tl.bou\ S,ooo tt. per minute. !t 3.ppeared 
circuJ :tr in 3bape • but diatance precluded an accurate descripti:>n. 

S!!ortlJ thexe•:rter another two ship olement. reported~ unidantiiied object.. 
t.lwlr C."~ll 3~D aa two pUota 1n r:ry squadroD, I requested that~ 

t.-J to ~t a 3ood obsexstation since I too ~.ad noted 1t. 

1/Lt. ·.·a.l..l.i.u. & 

I w:~3 1.."1 a tllght ~ t.vo Rl~O's f"l.y1ng north 3t. a?~' nately JOO nph at 
2S.,ooo rt. I spotted an object over Greenaboro, llortd Caroli"lA• It uas f irst 
seen at ll D1cl ock hi gb (aP?I"QXimatel.7 35 ,coo rt.. ) and 1 t r:a.de an arc around to our 
6 D1cloolc !10.:1. Uan. I called f¥t to the lB s attention a.'ld he also :spotted the 
object. '11.• waa 0925. It -.rna obaer•e4 ror 4S seconds. S!JCed ard • size •m.'-:nown. The object waa bright sil'ver in color" aal appeazed to be s 
1n shape vitA two projeot-iOD8 on top. 

• 
• 

! T,Zas vhet.her the object liU rnonng or hOftring alter it t-rent to 
otit' 6 0 'eloolc poai t1on. '-Ia did not tr;y to interce,t the object. 

• 

i·lims aloft at. this time w-ere reported at .)600 at 7S bote. 

.... 
D0'\\7-IGRADED AT 3 ~ F.AR INTER t.''ALS.; 
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IT M~Y ttoT 11£ kEPR0DUC£D IN WHOLE OR UC PAHT, BY THAN AGENCIES. EXCU"T IJY PUlMI~ION OF THf Dllct C TOR Or 
lr.T[LLIC.ENIC~ OSAP. 
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CCIICT:llNINO UNIDEJfTIFre:D FLYING OBJECTS 

• 
I 

\All) D•-.. 1952 while t17~ etfti&b\ an4 level at lS,OOO 

ten, aa nurmtl' t~ mao in a two ehip tormat.1011 (2 Rl-80 1s), I obsuYad 

an t:nSd.enWle4 object at ll o•olock h1sb position. The time· w1a 3ppro:»­

tmate1r 091' an4 ·"18 were he&ding west aYer Hart..ville, s. c. ~t, the 

tSme ot sigbtin&. I tirat noted the obJect b7 it's silver color, rei'lect-

it, and it• • l was t]¥in& close format.-

ion at the , approx1 m•tel.7 300 J.!?H1 the rig!'lt wing ot the lead ~ 

c~t and obserYecl a refioction appro:xSmat.eJ.T 6n to 12'' £11Jove the leader's 

canop7. At first. I thou~t that it was another aircr&tt doing "1~7.7 
• 

Eigbta" at 30,000 teet· or higherJ however from pan obttervationa ot 

aircraft doin& this m•nMn"er at high altitudes, I decided that it was 

riaina aDd falling too taat to be another aircraft. I callod it to the 

attention of the tllght leacler, but he d14 ~t observe it. About that, 

ti ""• wa went into a bank and I lost aigbt ot the object and did not 

observe it ap1 n • 
• 

Shortl.T thereafter another t7fo ehip el.-nt reported an unideftt--
• 

UiN objeot. Recognising their call a~ as two pUots in r:q s(iUad~., I 
• 

re<;Ueated that thq trr to get a goocl obae1 9&tion since I too he.d noted it. 

.:~c• it was some distaDce aw~, I could not dat~rm~• too m110h 

a.bou~ .:.~. Ho·,.,ever, f'ror:1 rq position it appeared !lbout the oize of a 

50 cant. piece and I felt that; it waa at least 10 mUes away. As 3. rough 

est1-.;a~on, it appeared to be loosing and gaining a.bou.t 3,000 teet at 
• 

• 
a ra~ ol about S,OOO teet per mimat.": It appeared oireular in shape, 

but ciista:.ce preolucled an accurate discr1pt1.~o~-. 
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I\ wu first ( 3s,·ooo· > and 

lt ctcle an arc aram4 t;o cur 6 o•oloek poait.lOD. I called it. to the 

1.-.•• a\"-'l.OA and he 

1\wu o'--"dtor • 
knowl. !be obJeo\ waa bri&bt allver ln color al:ld a~red to be 

with two projeotiODa on top. 

wheth• the object. waa moving or hcw~rin& 

lt. wea\ to 6 o •olook poaitS.OD. ne did not. tl7 to intercept the 
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An R7·£0 ln nteht. crt.r Greensboro alght.ec! a spherical obJect. with a bright 
•11.,_. color at. abftt. 092S 1ST on lS Dectlftber 19S2· It. 1110ved from a l2 o'clock 
hich po•i~ion to 6 o'clotk h1ch when t.he pilot lost. cont.ac~ wit.h the unknown. 
Pilot. vas on a headin& at. 251000 teet t.raYelina at. )00 ~~ph. 

• 

II. Discua1lon of Incident. 

'fw aircraft, Shav ArB were in the area at \he time of eighting ae was 
a balloon released tr011 the veather 1tation at Cre.,aboro. The pilot probabl7 
could have recognised the aircraft but a silver, round, weather balloon ~£ht 
not. be so easil7 recogniaed due t.o 1 t.s small else. It appears that the latt.or 
e<XI>lains the cauae tor this aight1ns. . 

III. Conclualon 

Probabl7 a balloon. • 
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