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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
e SOURC
AF Pilot

{+ COLOR
blue

per s=cond
MANEUVERS

> TTPE 0T , "
O3SERVATION OBSERVED

air visual 5 seconds

hmerous blue lizhts appeared to close on Waa aircraft - KC=27
observing aircraft. Another pilot confirmgd
“he observation by reporiting two KC=97

aircraft over Santa Ana at the time of

sighting and stated that this particular
tvoe airecraft was equipped with a considen-
abls number of blue formation lights.
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CAsL 21 {contd - page b)
O Jaa 53 Canta Ana, Calitornia

o observecs, on n/e comander and 2 pilot of B-29 alr-welualing nfc, Clrad ohe
gerved the cblect vhile flying on o heading of T8 379 Jdeg. The objects appearsd oz a
Formation of ligats apgraacaling the :1/¢: from a IS direcilon, Thoe lights Qppcouched L9

a/: wlta such a »20id rate of clogwre that {he a/:, sommander. ctortaed o tur
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suddanly the ligzitas and appearsd to h2ld the game poslilon momentarily ood then wade a
8llgat rise ond digappeared. The llrhts apposyed in o pliphtly Vealb V formetion ond vere
blue In color. During the intayrwal 1n which they were obesxrved, the 1ighatas changed

frona a banked to a level position, stopped and Lanled awmy lansdiately Lolore disap-
pearing. 1o sownd vas hesed, The tipe of the sighting was 1027 PIT with the ligats
rmninins in viow for aprroxirately 5 peemds thereafier, The nfe i1 vhich they vers
fl}fins was on a heading of 320 degz ond vas over oanta fna, California. 'The cbjects

vare observed at 230 o'clock or I'2 of the a/c. These objacts appeared to Le on a

nlane

L.M with the n/c which vna flying ot 15,500%. The so=ed of the objects or itheir

,dla‘m from the observers could not b2 ascertalrved, The weather condillicng at ik
f

tine of sightiang were clear gky, the radar wiadas Lfor the positicn wvere 227 deg-al |

12 Imots., The n./c cormander upom firat =ipghting infitlated a et 4m In an ¢ “‘*'at g

t out of the line of fligh* of the objects. As both vere fonlliory with the reflection |

characteriastics of the B-29 coclkplt, these werae chiecized to luswe tha ligats ware not
a gromd refleetion within the coclmit, ‘There wvere no other a/: obgerved 1n the 1y
clate vicinity end none were runorted by Alr Traffic Control and Idlitary Fllght
Sarvice, ,
ATIC Comyent: To IIC-97 L:ive EL/C avep-CantA-Ana-aSobleann? sl sing-tan-g Aked fhrd--
VAN AN MR BFD AN IR =Tk S R-nans Ldaralla ~avmee =B bua -1 YHE-Farsabtion - vad-sagadvas,
vere in the immedlate vicinity and 1 particular n/c vas couipped with o 2:2?3: of Tlue

Llzak Jormation lights ond the objeet wma deinitely that ofe,
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FOLLOWING FRCH LAX INSAC FORVARDTD FOR INFO AND
MECT3SARY ACTION “UNIDFNTIFIFD OBJECTS OVEP
SANTA AIIA 1927 P ALTITUDE 165:135L CGOMPRISED
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CH COBIERVATING AIRCDAFT PD DURATICN CF SIGHTING

Ui

SFCONDS PD PYEATHER CONEBITION CCOD PD

KEPCRTED BY LT L D ERARDT PILQOT OF AF 6506
FOLLOWING CONFIRMATICN OF SICHTING €AY

PILOT OF AF 49283 RFEPORTFD Tuh XC 97 T"f??
AIRCOAFT OVER SANTA ANA AT TIME OF SIGHTING
AND STATED THIS PARTICULAR AIPCRAFT FaQUIPPFD
HITIt CONSIDERADBLE NUMBER BLUE FORMATIOM LIGHTS
LAX 1.044932* PRFLLIAINARY FVALUATION IS THAT

"i CHTING CAUSFD BY ANOTHFR A/C FOPMULATFD

LY PHONE CONVIRSATICN AFCIN=2 DUTY OFFICER
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anta Ana, Califarnia ity 034 Homb Ging, Castls AFH, Califnrnis

20 January 1063 ) Jann 63 to 12 Jun 53 Ve

2nd Lt U, Te Ludlum Jr. Azas Intal GCfigep Grow parsonnal
i
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At ADET, T, 9 .T-m-_-.ary 1163, tuwo {'} iAoty Readirad to this orcanization

odsarvad unldentified flying objscts (1ishts) in the vicinity af danta Ana, California

.
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#hils flyiag on » routine trainins miasion. /An inveatication vas cenduotad nrd a

Gtatoent wag ohtainod froa the eirera®e Sommander. Tha findinra of thuia invaeat

gation are sraosentod herawith,
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Castle AX Baszas, California i 1'.'
Xe aseription of Ubjactt i ohsorvars, Adreraft Covandasr and pllot of a 420
iy il -l_:.. '...l"-.':r':.-r.l"b, first obsarvad the oblacts whils flyins ¢ headinge of
LI TORS e LHT objicts mppoared aa a Cormmtion ol lights agareaching: the wirerat fronm
A northwasterly dirscstion, The lizhias a) roaghed the alreraft with such a rapid rats
of oclosure that thy aircerealt commandor atarted a turn to tho luft; suddenly the lirhka
dtogped and spasarsd o hoid the samd positlion momentarlly and thon rade n slizhe rive
et ;:‘:'-‘E_}’iii""-‘i. ina 1iphts li.-l.-‘-l"-!':"d in & slizatly bent ¥ Pormmtlion ond wore blue in
eolor, Luring ths Interval in which thay poro obsorved tha lights ohen «ad from s bunk
to a loval position, stoppod, and banked apay immadintaly bolore disnagsoaringze Uo
sound was heard, e
2 e RSt s1ohtiag "-:' an 6t abaus 1927 L 5T, with T lihbs rowinins in vioew
for aguroxizately IMive (5) sonda tharanl’t2l,
.ﬂ*, ”4.'.‘-:""".‘:‘11‘ "".ﬁ kv .:l.'"“.1121.':*'1; 1} \&V '.'."-.*"! st 3 ‘.t'!] ."1, ' -_1,_1' ' s | ,n;* *,'r_i, ;n' i\
hOPNS Led O L}'T.'t iresal’t; no cotionl or alsctroalc 2quipgnent wag ukd ".‘::-3-1'. injtinl

.
atSontion was drawn by sicht only as these objacta spsarontly were gilant, Tha Air-
crafft Commandar fnd co=pilnt smre tha only crow marbars to viasw “ha cbhj2cta

4 Location: The obsarvers wora airborne at the tiva of the sirhtin:, -
crafs la which thaoy ware flyins was on a heading o O30 degreaas osnd wms cwar nba A
“21ilformia (Hur‘ﬂ_.. Sodhi=ll7%cv), The E.-T"lljif‘tﬂ Yare onsarved &% 2:30 olelogck or rerthe
oast of tha aireraft, Thoso objosta :“'.rm::.r::u to UL on &« ;_'ll.f:’i with the sircinfit, which
wa3d Llying at an altitude of lﬁ.u.‘*i 'set. Tha sje2ad of tho objects or thoir distance

fron the observery could nott be ascortaland,.

3¢ Ubsarvoras: 2

corbat crow of the 97d Alr Relueling Jguadron, 93d Boabard=unt wir;
Farcs Lase, Calil'ormia, 2 has ‘-‘:-‘19:1 on fly_'l:! : atatus thrae &ngd ons ha
he has not previously obssrvad unidaentifisd objacts.
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bes 18t Lt, CUARL.LS C, LOVLLEIG, UIAY, {‘."J-_:.!.I::t { 251%) an tha gass caabhak
oyaw 08 Ve Lrandb te Lovalesa haa Yoon on flyine status Cor Luo and ens halfl
and hug bjsn usﬂlqnad ta the 93d air Relusling Squadron, 53d Uombardsmsnt Ving (),
Castle ”41 Force lase, California, for thres montha, a3 rogorta that thia is tha first
tine Lo Lias sichbad flying objechs,
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e T3athar Sonditionas: Ulgcar skinse=the radar winds for thoe sos3itlon yvare 227
mmﬂ E

d3zroess at Lyalye imoty,

7. i alatsd Activitiag or Conditinng ‘ona caterninad,
-.r..l—“-—_—_—-—i—_———r—--——-——-

; Lh?ﬂlﬂﬂl Drlidancas Yona,

9« Imdiats Intarcastion or Idontification ‘ctions The fireraflt Com-andar on
-—--Ln—t—-—-—-—-———

first = T.I*; initiatrd a 1atk tum ia A0 eclart 1:;7;‘{': out of ©ha lins of flisht of
the objrcta, As both pilots ware familiar with Che reflaction charscbtariatioss of ths
B-Z9 coakait, thesa wars chacked Lo insure the lizhta wer? not a rround rellection it
in the cockylts Tho los Angalas, Californina CAA radio wms callad and Inforwed ag to

theo $one, ﬁauntlnn, and altitude of tha obhj=cts,

10, Simulbaneous Alpr Tralfic: Tharg wara rw,; phhaz aiveraft obsarved in the luvwe

1'1-1"1'-1 T-"‘i:':i:"_t.'.:f end nons were resors 3ol hy / _{_1- ' Dontral and L1 LT AT TR e s o
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At 1927 (Pacific Standard Time), 9 January 1953 over tha ciby ¢
Santa Ana, Callfornla, on a headinz of 330° my co-pllot, Lt. Charles C.
lovaless, callaed ny atténtlon to a formatlon of llh%s aporoaghing tha
airoraft from a posltlon of C2:30 O'olock levels. Thses lizhts approachsd
at a very rapld rate of closure and 1 1maedlatsly offocted & burn to the
Jefte The lights clhopped ond appeared to hold the zame wposlilon nomene
varlily and then nads a sllizht rise and dlsaposarsd. Thsz total time of
silzating wma aporoxlmately 5 ssgonda. I lamsdlately called los Angalaea
radlo and iaformed them of time, a2ltlitude and nositloa of Lhe objeoLs.
The woaather was clear ln the viclnlity at thes tlus of the slgating. As
both pllots were famlillar with the rafllectlon charasteristica of the
=29 cocknlt, Lhese were chseoked o Insure 1t was not a ground rafloce

tion within the cockolt. There was no alreralt in the inmadlate vigl-

St DR S - S ol
nity and none was renorted by Alr Trafflc Control ¢ nd 1111uary lléﬂu
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3%3339§. Tne lighta sesmed to anpear la a ﬂli Satly bent V formation
and were blua in color. Tha formatllon appeared Lo change from a bank
to a lovel posltlon then stopned and Sanked away Just belore disappsar-
inz. The radar winds for tha posltion wers EBTQ/IE knote. Iy co=pllot
and myself wars tha only menmhars of the crew to vliew the iligata., “ur
altituds was 16,500 foet.
I further state that I am an Alreraflt Commandar (1234C) asalznad

to a combat craw of the 934 Alr Refusling Sguadron, 93d Bomb winzg (i7),.

Castle AF3, California. I have been on {lyling status 3% yeara. I ¢ene-

c¢lose a Jdrawlng of the apnpsarancs of vae obhjecla.
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I have concurred with It. IZeandd in the proparablon of

snbanent dn comnectlon with eighting Ilying objocts (1liznes)

7 donuary 1953, over Santa Ana, Colifornla. . 23 o rosulb of thig

conewrring I foel his ropord i3 complote nad aceuratse snd I can

Lharalore add nobhing to that rancrd.
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The new sightings looked im-

portant. . The first report was dat-
ed January 9, 1953, Early that eve-
ning, a B-29 bomber, with Capt.
George Madden at the controls,
was flyving over California on a
routine mission, Lt. Frank Briggs,
the co-pilot, had the right-hand
seat. (As in all these oflicial cases,

witnesses' names have been

changed.)
It was a clear night. They could
see Santa Ana, some 16,000 oot

- below, Except for the B-29, the

sky secemed to be empty, Caplain
Madden was checking his instru-
ments when a flush of blue sud-

denly caught Brigps' eve. He stared ¢

out to the right. Coming toward
them, at fantastic speed, was a V-
formation of blue-lighted objects.

Briggs gave a shout of warning.
~Madden took one look, hurriedly
swerved to the left. For a spiit
second, the strange craft seemed
to hold their speed. Then they
abruptly slowed down, the V-for-
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mation twisting as if a few of the !
machines had overshot. Banking |

away, they slanted upward and
vanished,

"Though Madden knew of no
supersonic test plane that could
make such speed, he cut In his
mike and called atwr-traffic control.
The answer came back: Noexperi-
mental alrcraft—no planes of any

kind — were known to be in the ..

area.
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