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3. SOURCE

2 AF Pilots
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

ONE

PROJECT 10073 RECORD
2. LOCATION

BARTER ISLAND, ALASKA
10. CONCLUSION

BALOON

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

M TEN MINS
6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

GROUND VISUAL

o ———]

Round brilliant obj appeared to be a falling leaf.
Obj bovered a few seconds and began to climb with zig
zag maneuvers disappearing at a high altitude.

7. COURSE

EAST
8. PHOTOS

O Yes
P No

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes
O Ne
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CINCAL ALASKA

AACS DET BARTER ISLAND, UNBDENTIFIED OBJ AT THIS STA 281452Z
FIRST SIGHTED AT APPRX 5098 FEET DESCENDING FR THE WEST
FALLING LEAF PATTERN, DESCENDED TO APRX 2099 FEET OVER THIS STA
AND HOVERD, HAD BRILLIANT ORANGE WHITE LIGHTS WHICH WAS FLASHED
. SEVERAL TIMES, ATTN WAS ORIGINALLY DIRD TO THIS OBJ BY
. SOUND SIMILAR TO A HELICOPTER, THE NOISE WAS NOT LOUD AND WAS
" NOT AUDIBLE ABOVE AN ESTD 5@@2 FEET, THE OBJ CLIMED BACKUP DOING
SAME PATTERN AS DESCENDING AND IN ONE HALF MILE
OF FuD MIN CLIMBED TO APRX 15020 FEET. THE FWDND CLIMBING
PEED INCREASED AS IT CLIMBED TO THE EAST AT 281458Z THE
WAS OUT OF SIGHT , SIZE WAS ESTD AT APRX C-47 ACFT %CLASSIFIE@
DIMENSIONS, THE WEA AT TIME WAS 5200 SCATTERED WITH A SURF
.« VISIRILITY OF 7 MILES. THIS OBJ WAS VIEWED BY TWO RATED PILOTSM.

_MRITTEN REPORT FOLLO4SOWSARADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS T'

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. n

K - DOD DIR 5200.10

ATTN ATIAA=-2C , AACID=-42237 FLY OB RPTe« FOL REPT REC FR CO ‘z’g""' ; |
L
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Setween 14502 and 1570%7, 8 Talmmary 1953, tws ratei nilots roonrt sbserving ar
unidentified flying abject at Sarter Islani, Alasza (70 29' N < 143 232V V). The |
bject, a round vhite 1i:h%, was seen v Ane shesrver “nr ten (17) mirit8s and Hy l
annther abserver for two () atnutes., This si M:1%in= mavy have Hecn the.lizht on a |
PIZAL upper azir snundin-, which was repartedly releasasd at 08 15152, 4 1
4~ 2 i) |
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The fallowinz rerort i3 nased on personal irterrnzation of the source (Captain
Rabert ©. Zarnes) and has been reviewed by source {or acsuracy and c-mrleteness.

On the merning of 8 February 1953, Captain Barnmes was thawinz and heating a C-.7
A™9215 at the Barter Island air strip, Parter Island, Alaska, 3Zarnes was warking in
the rizht wheel well when he heard a noise which seemed s be ~ut ~f symcaronization

ith the Harmon Nelson heaters runninz nearby. He ducked nut of the wheel vell and
;1_5ad avaer %5 the heaters lacated in {ront of the left main gear. He imediavtely
renalized that the new noise was not caused ©y the heatera, »ut was emanatingz from a
larze, rourd, brizht object, which was ﬂﬁﬁcﬁrﬂiﬂf over the builiinr area ansroximatel;
3/4 mile away. The time was 14502 (0450 lacal) bty Captain Barnmes!' watch, which he
gtates would be accurate to within plus or ainus three minutes,

when irat seen, 1r“ﬂa estimated t“e ndoject to be arvraximately 5000 feet, I
va3s descendins in a sort o fulling leal raltern Excent vaat there was no upward swi
at the end »f each side tn 3ide movement as in a true falling leaf descent, Cagptain
Jarnes estinated distance covered oy the s3ide to side movements at abeut 200 feet,

Within approximately 45 geconds, the object had reached an estimated 2000 faet
iirectly nver the building area where it hovered f{or apornximately 45 seconds., At
thls point, the object blinked out twice for intervals estimated at 1/50th of a
second., The object was deacribed as round in shape and brilliant white in color,
Small ray-like appendages arpoared on elther lower side (see sketeh) which Cartain
Barnes could not accurately dsseribe as light beams or solid material. Trey were
definite in shape, as he notel in the sketch. He c~uld make oul these arrendazes
only while the nbject was halaw 4700 feet,

The cnlor of the light was similar in that of white hot metal except that it
did not appear to illuminate the area and left absonlutely no afterglow when it
blinked out. FHe described it as a cold but brilliant light.

Caprtain Barnes estimated the size as amaller than a C-47 nr aprroximately 30
to 40 feet in diameter. Cavctain Parnes feels that his estimates for the size and
altitudes of the object are valid due to the sound and the fact that the nbject later
passed directly overhead. '

- The object seemed to be affected by the wind =s it hovered at 2000 feet, and
Captain Barnes stated it acted at all times lice some sort of controlled er aft After
apparently drifting while hovering at zero speed, the object mnved about 50 feet
azalnst the wind to near its origzinal position.

The sound emanating from the object was described as not loud tut a deep, heavy
srund such 23 large concreie-mounted electiric generantors would make while cperatirng,

AfTar 2overing for acproximately 45 seconds, the object began to e¢linb nut using
.79 sane pettern ag it did for the descent. Tha c‘gm"F't was nnt at a Righ rate of
ceed and *he vartical movament was greater than the lateral m~vemen*. i3 it ascendad
4 moved away Lo the East, The ohjact seemed to tﬁ € in order to maintain the Faster-

e il A -

ourse, iring the ascent, the nbisct :-inxﬂu regularly at aeut one minute in-

- e
']

“2rvals., ‘hern blinking, the 1lizht would sitay off abrut 1 or 2 sec~nds.

Juring 1ta climbout, 1st Lieutenant lewis ¥, Triffin was drivinz
tie bullding area down to the sircraft. When he arrived, Captain Sarmnes poninted out
e object for Lieutenant Griffin, At this time, the “bject was directly ~verhead
at an estinmated 10,000 to 15,000 feei, and the time was 0458 local by Lieutenart

riffin's wateh., (NOTF. ‘Hm:fnh-n-l- PER T s S et o) ST TR SRR ST TR I, QA < SR -

= — e — =
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three mirmutes fast), Captain Barnes 4id not note the time of disanmerance., The two

obhservers continued tn watch the lizht for approximately twn more minutes, as it
traveled Fasterly blinidnz as it went and disappeared in the distance. As il ascemni-
ed, the abject seemed to pick up speed; the liiht dirmed soxewhat and %ook on an
~ranrte tint,

i — ] w0

Captain Garnes i1s an ¥-=94 jet vnilot with 9 years se:rvics and 1170 hours of fly-
inz time. He has »een statisned in Alas<a since \uzist 1350 Cantain “arnes has
! read ani heard accnunts of lying saucers nnd has a neraal °

Lo R A e

3 e

sqt, {n =218k evants

= il -.';..-
] >3t has never seen anythins similar to the nhject reonaried narein,

i
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-Intinu{ F'ﬂ -qri‘l!—" - o | - Iﬂ-riol“;.-p- . 2 BECIE ‘: § i‘.- 4
- - - - - .. i & .

- - B

i sortisn 27 the sizhting as described by Captaln 3Barres. :riffin saw the ohject

| direectly overhead when Captain RBarnes rointed it nut and watched it Usar aDout W

| ainutes, He felt it impossihle for himsgell tn estimate the =z2ize, altitide and speed
Y the nhjact, sinece he had no ilea nf what the "hjrct was. [e did state that it
anpeared lar -er than a larzse atar, The weather acenrding %o Lieutenmant Zriflin was

§

-: - - 1 “Fl = : - % - »
Jeontonant Oriffin was 1ntervi

44 1TWU e

Ideutenant Triffin i3 a pilot with anoroximately 1100 hours {lyinz time, He
has a total of 10 years service, 5 years »f which have been on active duty., He has
been staticned in Alaska since lecember 1951,

-

the fallaving weather sequences were renorted {rom Heritsr Island at the Tires
idicated:

08/1.30Z 500" scattered, visibility 7 miles, very iight smow, wind S«
9 Knots temrerature, =29 dew point -37° |

08/1530Z 5000' scattered, visibility 7 miles, very lizht snow, wind SW
8 Knots, tempaerature =32 dew voint =42°

®nllowing sre winds aloft from the 0£/1500Z sounding:

5000 170° 8 Knots :
10000! 230° 37 Knots

17000 ¥ 220° L0 Tnots

The fallawing infarmating regariinz the 02815202 weather halloen release was
suprlied Ly the Barter Iszland Weather Detachment:
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e. ae complete code of data of winds alaft for this nhservatinn is as fallows:
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BTI 15 02308 13301 20903 31217 41308
51708 62212 72320 82321 92330 95991
02337 22237 L2234 62231 82240 99992
02248

COMMENTS of Prervaring Officers:

Althousnh the time of sivhting and time of " IFAL release does not correlate exac
ly, many other factors such as rate of movement®, course »{ tiravel and ascensicn rate
seem to a—%e with the PIFAL sounding. Persannel of *he 7th Alr weather Urcup s3ta%e
that the exact time of release as reported Oy the Barter Island Weather Delachment
nay possitly be the time that the sounding was completed Iinstead of the time tnat
he soundinz started.,

In rezards to the sound rerorted, Captain Barmes agrees to the nossipillty th

"l----ll-lI H

due to his initial surprise at seainz a strange light, he may have jumped to conclu-
sions in asscclating the sound with the 1lizht,

Captain Barnes feels sure that the object was descending when he {irst noticed
it. However, the possibility exists that an illusion of descent may have been

created by the lizht variable surface winds and the resultant changes in direction
of travel of the ballon.

The falling-leaf pattern and blinking of the liznt could have been caused by
the ulcillatinn normally associated with PIPAL releases.

muaring all factors, it is the opinion of the preparinz officer that the
object sizhted was probably the light from the 081500Z PIEAL soundinz, The obser-

vers and t.hu preparing officer will witness a PISAL release from Merrill Field in
o:h_r to determine if any nimil.arity exists.

#f f “ It-4s felt that the importance of this report lies in the fact that a qualified

observer may have mistaken the light on a PIBAL for en wneonventionsl flying -
object.

H;iﬂlﬂq QQTT?
-J.l-.du'la-r’ :TS-A:;.

Chief', Plans, Policy and Ccllection Div,
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Barter Island, Alaska & February 1953

de Description of Incident

Two pilots from this station made a ground-visual observation of an uniden-
tified aerial object coming In over their base in a falling lsaf pattern from the
west, Tims of the observation was OLSO local. It hovered, consisted of brilliant
oranges white lights seen for a period of eight minutes after which the object
¢limbad sastward and disappeared. Throughout it gave off a noise similar %o a
helicoptar's and was estimated by the viewers to be the approximate size of a

C-47 aircraft.

II. Discussion of Incident

! .
This report 18 on the brief side and gives no information on air trafflic at
the time of sighting. 1t i3 possible, howaver, that the above-average sources may
have observed a helicopter and becasze confused. Any evaluation will have to be
based on additional inforrmation on:-helicopter traffic which ATIC has requested.

I1I. Conclusion

Insufficient data,
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