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l. Cefieen the appraximate hours of 09452 and 1005Z, 17 Fabruary 1953, an
unldentiflsd flying object was observed In ths general area of Willow, Alasca
(CECREF 2 OB 5545), The object, which avpearei to be a red 1! 'at, was sipghtad
from a C~,7 aircraft (AP 1042) by two rated pilots, '

2, Investigation has revealad no aircraft or weather balloens mown to he in
the area at that time, and identification has not been possibla,
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| 7OL_JH*"g is an aeccount derived from an interview with Major Joesph {. Lemen,
;
i -‘L'J 313 ;3

At aprroximately 2350 (A3T) 16 Feb 1953 a C47, AF 1042, pilotea ?f M
soaspn d. Lemon, AQ 213 531, and carrying o Cagtaln Eugene S, Uramer, AU ﬂlh.JAT,
18 inatructnr-n-lat una aast of Fire Ialand and South of Anchorage over tLhe moutd *
of Turpagain iArm, (mau* Pnsition BLJB 5510) flying on an approximate neading of

1ortheast., At that time an object, described as a round red llzht approxirzately

the size of a wing na-uign don 11;:1'5 of an alr c“&ft. np* rc:x_.. *"al';' five miles distant,
. was observed at a tem o'clock position from the C=f The C=47 was Tlying at 2000
! faet and the lizht was estim=tad to be at 10C0 :‘aa“;. y 4o
| noriszon at this point, The object was estimated to ce
| ~eeding on the same courss as the C-47 at Lha crulsin,

e 1i7ht was telow Lhe |
st of Fire Island and pro-

b= | 4 1
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5 . ..'.‘-.u. wA tea

.1;:. iz normally on tte
# _..ﬂi.;':*“:'." ontacied

0 be 300 imatas., When it wms realized that the red L1:0f
left ving of an alrcraft, weas apparently on tae ri nh® i

e
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y B
. by radio, the Elmendorf Lower and the nearest radar st n in an effort %o iJenJ-,i

| *he object as a jet airerart, Doth the tower and tha r d r station reportad no

jats airborne and the radar station was unable to pick up a flying onject in tae area.

'
The object continued on a straight course for the #illow arsa, slowly climeing |
to approximately 2000 feet '»4 increasing to twice 1its original siza and intensity, !
"n reaching the above point tha object seemed to stop and hang suspencded In mideair,

naintaining %hat suspende ) pnuttion for aprroximately five minutes, It was above the
horizon at that point.
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The C-47 approached Timendorf and entered the traffic pattern a%t 1500 feat on
che upwvind leg for runway 750, continued on arcund the trarfflc pattara onto the
7inal aporsach then broke tr«ffie and climbed out again in srdar ta more closely
Joserve the object. After th, Uw-4i7 had taken up a beading of 3307 magnetic the
object was directly ahead of it, At this time the 1liznt apveared %o continue on a
rortherly course and, gr=dually diminishing in size and intensiiy, disapreared.

The C-47 ecircled the area north of Elmendorf for seversl minutes omt no f"urther
sightings were made, After the object had disappeared a C-124 arriving at Elmendor?

from Ladd AFB wvas observed by the C-4{7 pilots at approximetely the same poini at
which the object disappeared.
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The duration of the sighting was approximately 15 minutes under CA7TJ weather
conditions. Aurora Borealis illuminated the sky behind the object., The cnly

desciription of the object was that it was a round, red light, re~embling the ‘

"unninc.lighta of an alreraft. However, the share was nat alanrly as;;éta;ﬁnble |
>y the obserrers,
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., Following 1s an account cerived from an interview with Captalin Zugene S. Lramer,
- A0 816 247:

 Major Joespa H., Lemon, A0 313 531, and carrying as instructor-pilot Captain Lugene S.

Cramer, AOD 316 247, was proceading on an aporoach heading of Gl@'iagraas ma;nu?ic

. +oward Elzendor? Adlr Porce Sase., At this time, when in a positlon aporoximately

- ten (10) nilss sast of Fire Island over Turnagain Arm (CECREF Position BL3I2 5510) }

nd approecaing at a speed of 120 mots, Captaln Uramer observed a 1izht in a ten

s'aloek Position to the C=47. A% this time the liznt apveared to be stationary and

as alternsting in color from red to blue-green, Bellaving it to be a celestlal *

sedy or an alreraft at some distance, Captain Cramer 41d nod menticn nis cosermilon

. +» Major Lemon until they had proceeded approximately ten miles furtler on Toe's l

- sourse., At this time the lizht began to move in a southwesterly direction, ana l
i
i
i
l
I
|

ﬁ |
On 15 F20 1953, at aporoximately 2345 hours (AST), a C-47, AP 1042, piloted by ‘

' Captain Cremer estimated ils speed and altitude as being apuroximataly 350 inots per
' hour at 1200 20t and 1ts oriszinal pogition as bein~ in the vicinity between Li2
| Lake and ¥illow. Inasmuch as the light now apreared as a constaanl red color and
' was about the alze of a running lizht of an aircraf't when sesn {rom this estimatad
distance, Captain Cramer than bemlisved it to te a jet alrecraft, However, as Llsy
| continued on course, the objact reversed its {light 1a the vicinitly of GEGZS
' Position BLGB 3070 and returned at aporoximately the same 3geed and altitucde to 1lta
, original position. This menmuver was accomplished al lsast once and possioly twice,
. Due to the facé that the lii"% remalned red when iraveling northesst in apcroximataly
' the same directicn as the C..  rather than appearing gresn as would %he rignt rmmning
- light of an aircraft, Captsain Uramer contacted the Elmendorf fowver aa 0 whetier any
| jots were airborne in the vicinity or whether the tower had also sighted tze object,
' The tower answerad in tie negative to btoth questions. After requesting jet inter-
| ception of the object aid "wing advised that no aircra’™t were avallaole [or tlhe
. nissien, Cantain Cramer and “sjor Lemon received permisslon Lo fly a course toward 1
| the object, wnich then aprearsd to be over Wasilla, Takinz up a aeading of 345

isgrees magretic and a speed ~f 150 knots, they broke out of the traffic patiern and
{law toward ths object. As tney continued over Knik Arm on this course, the light
' remained stationary and began to inerease in either size or brillianes until it
. 3eemed to be about three times its original proporticn and apreared to bte the reddish
' orange color of molton iron. As the C-47 reached the approximate GECFEF Porsitlon
| CLAB'1530, at about 0005 hours, 17 Feb 1953, the object began to move again, this
it.iu;‘m a heading of between 20 and 290 degrees magrhetic at an estimated altitude of

25@?0‘%, and at an umknown speed. It gradually assumed a bright red color and
began to dininish in size until it disappeared about 45 seconds later.,
™ \

; After cireling for several minutes and msking nd more observations of the
object, the C-47 retarned to Elmendorf Air Force Base and land:«d.

From the <“ime the light was {irst observed until 1% hegan %c inecraease in a3ize or
willance the ligzht appeared %o have the half-oval shape charactaristis of nhat=uenisn |
.1zavs, A3 1t grew in size or brilliiance it assumed a comnlata oval sharce, lo somd |
13 heard no~ wer¥ any smoke or vapor trails ohserved,

L

The duration of the sis2ting was approximate
onditions. 1\t no time 444 “he acsergor lonse si
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COMMENTS CF FREPARING (FTFLICEX:

It i3 believed that the scurces of this information are vary reliable., Eoth
ufficurs apveared to te stabls and 1Intalligent; ard toth should be well qualifieqd,
rom & nmunoer of years flying experisnce, tOo accuralaly observa and record Lhelr
abservatiana. Neither had any preconceived ﬂpiniana concerning unidentified flying

objects, and seemed to be complately objective in relating their observatliona.

All possibilities as to the source of this lizht have been examined with no

identification teing made. Apparent descrepencies tetwe=n Lle statements of the two
of ficers may be attributed to the fact that the lizht was initially ocvservad by Malor

lemon lpprnxiultaly.fivu minutes after being first sighted by Captain Cramer, and
that the officers wvere engaged in tringing their alreraft into Llmendor? for a
landizngz at the time,

ROBERT M, CALLANT
2nd Lt, USAF
Combat Intelligence fficer
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