PROJECT 10073 RECORD

(1. JATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATICON
25 Feb 53 Greenland
3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSICNODHER: WEATHER PHENOMENA
Commenta:
nillitary
Upon the interrogatin of the GCA operators, several dlscrenan-
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS cles were found. It is believed that the radar target was
Shé | caused by meteorological conditions or weather effects on
5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYS!IS
| 4 aide Fromlnent blip emerged from normal clutter area of scope
e —| “ mlles 3W from the station. Tracked for = distance of 3
5. TYPE OF OBSERVATION miles before it faded from the scope at a distance of 7

f

nlleg., Remalned at comatant altitudeunder 6,000 feat.
ground radar
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O Yes I
Z Ne

FORM
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nformation in Part II was axtracted from INTRR? NO, 4/3 /:»/“5 dated 15 lYarch |
1353, ccoolas of which were submitted to ééth.h ASG and 5th G331, Det, HRaporting
Offizer i3 Capt, Xemmeth 3, Olson, 55th ARS3, ‘
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4, On the upper alr observations it was noted that a temperature invereion ax-
isted a3t a1 « titude ¢f 3500 feet amd pessible alsc at the 70CO feet level, Tha fole
lowing 'mrer air tanpgx:atﬂums indicate the intensity of the inversion: |

1, Ground temperature - ~37 degrees C (Centigraas) '
», it 1000 feet | — 3% dagreee I
.. At 3500 feet L —38 degrees C
A, 4t KOO0 feet . e ma - —~sl degrees G- - '
4 5000 feet - ~1.0 degrees C
'+ Avove 5000 faet - Jonstant -4l degrees G
9. ~oua preliminary and the final luation of the 3izhtings after all intarr -‘l

cations a1 seen made indloate signting *;a ‘\e a phenonena type, |

120, he Urowp Intell!enca Officer was advised of the si:nhting 15 alnutes alter
1....3 occrx—enca, all GCA persconnel were contacted amd ACIHN were comtacted. iatarr ga-
isng wers '"::‘.e that day of 3/9gt Smith, (CA Team Chie?, and 5/3gt% Lncas, the 1ty
*peraw., aptain Nelscn, the MATS C-lab. pilot as well as his navizavrr, fdeather pe
sonnel ware consulted in detall., In the individual interrogation of the GCA personns)
it was noted that some discrepanciss were made in the interpretation of the PPI sci ve.
“irst, the tiame of the sighting was given by one man as about three minutes. At the
same time  he stated ite snced as slightly faster than that of the C-124, (Estimated

2% 180 ¥~ +ts or more), The distance the object was tracked was three miles, This
Tact 1s positive as the score 1s marked for accurate distance measwrements, However,
& its soeed was as rapid as indicated, the longest time it could be tracked would be

1 the vicinity of ona minute or lass,

OCn the other hand, if it was tracked for three

nimtes its sveed could not have been mxch over &0 !.'.mts.

Cther discrepancies of the

LA imterrozation were the scopes altitude limitation, One man indicated it as 50C0

‘2et, the other 6000 feet,

The distance between the C-12l. blip and the unidentified

>lip was 2noroximately ten mhl. Thsn was a 60 dnma a.ngla difference in t.hair
ragpective neadings, P ¥ et

11, That ACIW did not pick up tba unidentiﬁ.ad prutty well smmmtu the
#aet that it. did not exist, Had the object a2pprovached the base from any directioan
socye 300G feet it would have been detected, It certainly would have been picked wp
sutbound a3 it paseed beyond the 6000 foot limitation level of (CA.

12, Th2 weather analysis lands a factor which can probably account for 4ne cne-

soméana., 2n an aircraft nasses through an iaversion laver a3 1 —eculiar for far

$53 44, mhic areas, tde =ireraft striking the zuper coolad L3%ure creatas ice
~rqta.s 2nsations (or vanor trails) % shonld be noted Laat the O 12l acorr ached
N e wer Caje Iork and passed 2var the base 12 1o%h1lng adom, 4t tos -
1o lar ¥ ‘J‘.e Gml2l, care over e Lase. v WAS De33.ns oA ugh the _nOversion {
e} 5¢ faet, The crrxtalization thus ecregted wanld ArifS in a OF (tre bean- |
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13 i onenomena ~ould accourt Cor Toe indication e scoge, it snould |
2 0T2a 1Zher at tiis Dase has some rgnaer Unusual characteristics not :_‘,‘:f“'::ali
L cases . Tuoer south, OSuch ltems as temperature Luversions, Ice crystals, ice fig |
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le A% 05501, 26 Februvary 1953, an umidentified radar sighting on the (CA
Plarned Position Indicator (PPI) Scope was recorted to this offics and the Grouwp
Intelligence Officer, As soon as the observing personnel could be contacted, the
mumqrhim were made. Tha information obtained 1s related below,

i ——

- Dx:ritug the above ‘t S/3gt f.earga a:mth, Tean Chief, and S/Sgt B, T,
“Locas, a2 GG& m and 1/'25 Clarison, dschanic were thﬂ CA duby-team on tihias
instailation, At that t¢ims, they were monitoring a MATS C-124 Lthat was on the do
wind Jeg of the trnrrin pattern preparing to land a2t Ihule Air Case, The aimn.:t
nad aportad from a return flight to Jestover doe to mechanical troubls and was M-

tuwrning %o Thuls, i
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T, 3/3et Lucas whils trm:k:lng the C=12l on nhia scope at a pos tion avoroxie
mataly fIve miles ¥E of ,lbe base, noted a prominent bLlip emergze {rom Lie normal
cigtiar area of the scnm (ths ...lu':.ua" area i3 within a 3 /2 mile rmadlius of the (WA |
installation) outbound on & grid heading of 270 degrees, four miles 4 (true bearing) |
Trom the station, I

1« The unidentified sighting was tracked for a distance of tirea miles befaors |
it faced from the scope at a dlistance of seven nmiles, Its speed was estimated at t
approximately 120 knots or better by the GCA controllers, Altituwie of the unidenti-
fisd could not be determined although in order %o pass in view of the accpa, it w nld
have to be above 700 feet and unﬂnr 6000 feet, the scopa's operating limitations,

Se +ia the interrogsation it was determined that if the object had remained at
a constant altitade under wnﬁ feet, it would have been in view of the scope for ap-
pracimately U miles, the maximum radine of the equipment, The fact that the me-
identified passed out of t/» scope at seven miles indicated that 1t was in a climbing
attitwis and passed out of the object scooe due to the scove'’s altitude limitation
only. If the object had passed directly over the base, its track would not have been
indicated on the PPI scope dus to normal ground clutter, Its track if it approached
n-u the NE was not™ indicated ‘6n the PPI scope,

6, The Q—]ﬂ;uhichmmthMMﬂtthtrdﬂcatthstimd
the sighting had approached the field on a grid heading of 025 degrees while letting
down, The aircraft passed over the cemter of the field at am altitude of LOOOQ feet
on the above heading and upon reaching the north side of Thule Air Zase turned inte
the downwind leg of the traffic patterm on a grid heading of 330 degrees, The C-12l
had been on the downwind leg for approximately six miles when the sighting was picked
up on the scope, The intanzmity of the blip of the C~12l and the cbject was approcie
mmtely the mame (the C-12) due to its large size gzives a large and very prominent “
madar ™election), The 3veed of the md:y.fhdu revorted by XA cersomnel was |

alightly fastar than that of the C-124, traffic patiern speed avoraximatzly |
170 cwota), 7The crew of the C=12l were a,dviaad of the tracking of the unidentifi
ntecs but did not see anything, Aﬂ-‘iﬂ'l did not paint thne unidentilied sighting nor |
12 “tev plck u3p any nocound or outvourd mmknowns on their 3copes at any tLime during |
MNd VRALASS ODAsTTALLORN o UR27 3 and Lthe 5250 were s Lowe s o5 F
) et ALTATRA] 520 1Li%y 1 2283 MR SAT AR =03 dacTees farennias,
W So.0%:  «A) degress Y,.; Surface find: From east at 10 laot3., Jover »vel wings
rare 3 _ollowss

s 3500 fesl - from HE at 15 Knots,

e

N, 7000 feet -~ from N at 30 Knots.
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Usa ﬂ*ﬁiﬂ;ﬁhr conditions coupled with the facts that ACW¥ had nC indie
cation ot the gigbting, dissrepancies noted in the interrogations cf XA personnsl,
crew. did mt notice any-indication of the phnenowena, Jisaves
this office tpbeliasve that the sighting was attributed to a reflliscilion of a metecn=

the fact wha¥ the 6-125.
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