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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 
·~~------------------------------~~--------·---------------------------------------· ( 

. -\' 1 - F. 
FROM (Aif'ICJJ 

• 

?I.,. 7th AC "- ~~ Sq 

1953 
I EVALUATION 

C-1 - . -SOURC! • 

DATI 01' INFORMATION 

_ J!l3·1. March 1953 23 ~. :arch 
I'RF,.ARtO BY ( OJIIM 

I t '~L, 1 thru See 7 C!<.i.i.S1rEH L CURVn; Captain, USl~F 
REff:ftl HC£i( C.bltirtl tt••'rr,llrftflH, .,.,.,., ,,.,,-tfc., a applleliQi,:.)- ---1---------------------- ----- --1 

___ _ C~4.D.i}' Rag 200-5 1 AifL 200-5 
·- --

SUM MARV: (lo:ltlrr CllftdM n ,. ... ,, fl ,,..,, Olrut,11lflc:.._ I• J11tal ont-HIIIIIICt per.,r•p•. LUI l1tdonmul IOWirr "ft. Eh11tt ttrl of rtl*f 011 A F J« m 1 13- l .. rt II.) 

He port or FLYOBRPr as seen by the following named parsons; 

. 1. '1'/Sgt Patrie~ D Liggett ) Radar Scope Pr ese nt a tion 
2 . A/lc C A Cr a ves ) Vi s ua l Si ghting -
3. A/lo C ~ ~ Olden J " " 
L"- A/Jc Leonard Dureaea Jr ) " " 
'j . ~.~rs 

J 
" " 

6 . • • " " :· .. r s 
7. 2 nd Lt Robert K S~ith J Shooting of Stars with Se11:tant 

The following weather prevailed for 23rd March 1953. 

AP around our station for 50 miles also extending to 100 miles 
in a northeastern and southwestern direction. 

Grot\nd clutter around station didnot permit continuous tracking. 

Aircraft at this station: •.L·he direot()r on duty notified Ellington 
AFB, Texas, but was informed no Aircraft or Pilots were availa ble 
to become Airborne for lQentification purpose. 

Thare wa1 no A1roratt at the time or observation 

16 lftC'S. 

s~..a te.ment's of Liggatt 
Graves 
Olde 

T/Sgt 
A/lc 
A/lc 
Mrs 
lVJXS 
2nd Lt 

R. 
CHESTER L CURVEY 
Captain, USAF 
Direction Center Chief 

\'1AC NO 466 
WAC NO 468 
Photo 
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-
( Weath~r) 
( E'lyobrpt) 
( \ v'eathsr day) 
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747th AC & Vl Sq 2 
• --=---- --

• 
• 

At 0355 z, Lt R K Smith called Base Operations and r~portad 
s eeing a flying objoot over Pasadena, Texas. (See inclosures for 
Lt R K Smith's statement). Base Opel'at1ons pas .ed Lt Smith's 
inforr.1ation to the ?47th AC & \'i Sq. T/Sgt Liggett , A/1c Graves, 
end il-/lc Olden or the 747th AC & W Sq observed the object reported 
~nd made the following statement. 

"w·.=e lmo.edia tel,y Radar scanned the area &nd could not 1oca t.e 
the object electronically. We went out side and sighted the ob j ect 
in a sector believed to be over Pasadena, Texas. The object showed 
a steady reddish light, which was not observed to change in color. 
The object was on a heading of approxl mately 355° to 040° degrees 
fro~ this base ranging from 12 to 35 miles. The object made five 
circles over Pasadena, then went off in a r-n .. PN direction. The object 
\•.as sishted visually at 0415 z, 24th March 1953. At 0412 Z the 
object was sighted on the r adar screen at this station. It ~as 
present for about 2; seconds which did not provide time to take a 
picture or the blip. At 0435 z, 24 March 1953, this station notified 
?45th AC &. Vi Sq that the object ·was hesded in their direction." 

Release or weather balloons at approximately the time or the 
sieht1ng from Ellington AFB, Texas. 

One weather balloon was released from. Ellington i:.FB, Texas at 
0815 Z, 23 Uarch 195.3, Climbed at a rate of a 1000 ft pe.:· min and 
rose to approximately 52,000 ft. At 0845 Z the second balloon ~as 
released and climbed at the rate of 1000 tt per min. 

This is the track of the two \'ieather balloons 
• 

From surface to 5,000 ft track was SW due to NE wind ' at 10 Knots. 
From 5,000 to 10,000 tt track Vvas NW due to S \';' wind at 40 Knots. 
From 10,000 :f't to 18,000 :f't track was NW due to 8E. wind at 
50 Knots · 
From 18000 ft to 23,000 ft t ·rack was hrw due to SE wind at 80 
Knots. 

Weather balloons released after dark carry a 6 volt battery, 
w!~ich powers a small while light. This cannot be seen ~ i tb the 
naked eye above approximately 12,000 teet. A picture inclosed which 
sho\vs a weather balloon shortly after release. There are no 
facilities at this stetion to take photographs after d~rk. 

Visual observation of weather balloons ascensions has disc1o3ed 
that the suspended radiosonde osciletes considerably in rough air. 
Sl~oe the rad iosonde is lighted at night it is considered possible 
that this oscilation ·mieht be misconstrued as the orbited movement 
or an unknown aerial object. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 Y~AR INTimVAL<t 
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On the 2) ~:arch 1953 bet~een tha hours ot 2030 o rul 2~CO while 
· on duty u t the G~te ::oa~e, I noticed in the s!~y .:ortl'~v.e!:jt or t.hd 

3lte , nn object oval ln ~ll3pe that cave off llc~t ~h~ color of ~ 
st~r. I oo ~ld not lda~tify the objec t, but i~ rcde:~led 30~.e~hdt 
e happenlnz that occnr€:d appro:tl:lately five ll18h t.:.> befo r-e; i:oY~ever 
on the first nigh t ti1a object :~osses3~d ~1or~ ctar acterl9tics • . Tlta 
oljjeot tr·!veled at on unst.ti :)la rate of s;>ee<l aud thd li ~~ht I' l ':3hef1 
on and oft. It see!nad to s toe at 3CattG!"~u 1:-tterv:: l s anll it eoulcl -not be traced nrt~r onterin~ (~ path or 1 i...:!,t ~:: ive:l 8ft' by a. ~ettrch 
ll"ht .. . 

The h:.i [)penlngs tht! ~ occu.:-ed on che tl.Lst nlp-ht. I c ) 'Jld not a
credit t.o any soUl'Ce. The l.aJp~nir:..;o t ha t occu~3u O!l t!",a 2) :.•:rch 
J s ·1 oooaeci to be the reoult o~ the \:ea. t har- st:.1tio!J. b):..! :, ind t.L.: ;:;tta • 
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