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A sumary of operations and investigative action with conclusions
is sutmitted on Unknown Tracks B-14-C and B-97<G 13 May 1953.

NEIL A. VOSBURGH
Major USAF
) Director of Intelligence

__._le /
l. Statement - Tate
2, Statement - Rodgers
3. Overlay of Trk B-97-GC

L. Overlay of Trk B—M
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SECTION I (B-97-0) 13 MAY 1953 .

3 ¥ B=97<0, originating in Pacific ADIZ in KB 5255 at OL15Z hours,
with 6,000 feet altitude and estimated 90 kmots ground speed.

and ground speed remained same throughout course.

2. Pronto Red ( 1 AI aircraft) was scrambled at Ol332Z and was wnsuccess-
ful - he could not get a visual on the unknowm.

3. Sixpence White (2 Non-AI aireraft vectored in on target) wers also
unsuccessful .

). Inclosure #1 is a statement by Captain S. D. Tate and Inclosure #2
i3 a statement by 2nd Lt D. L. Rodgers. OCOfficers were Pronto Red crew.

5. GCI Director was Captain D. V. Jensen, Station P=57.

6. Inclosure #3 is a chart containing diagram of the activity. Also
included is location of balloon mentioned in Section ITT, paragraph L, this
npm- |

/"
SECTION IT (B-1L-0) 13 MAY 1953 (A

1. Target B-lL-(, originating in Pacific ADIZ in KB L8hS at O456Z hours,
heading 3L0° with 6,000 feet altitude and estimated 80 knots groumd speed.
Altitude and speed remained same throughout course.

2. Pronto Bluve (1 AT aircraft) scrambled at 05282 hours and Pronto White
(1 AT aircraft) scrambled at 05082 hours. Captain D. Jarrstt (Pronto Blue)
and lst Lt A. Young (Pronto White) both of 317th Fighter Interceptor Squadron
wvere Intercept Pllots. Pronto White had to abort due to radar troubla.
. Pronto Blue searched area but could not find the Bogie.

3. GCI Director was Captain D. V. Jensen.
k. Inclosure #i is a chart containing diagram of the activity.

" SECTTON IIT OTHER PERTTNENT PACTORS

1. In answer to guery, Coast Guard vessels reported sea swells as moving
on a course of 050° with swells 93 feet high having sharp breaking crests
moving in at 8 second intervals. Surface winds from Horth at L kmots. 1o
visuals on unknowns by three "Coast Guard vessels in area. Did see and hsar jets.

2. Coast Cuard, Navy, RCAF and AMIS were coordinated with. All reported
no air activity in area. IMST reported large vessel in area which was located

by radar.

3. Neah Bay could at no time paint the uninowns but was painting Driendly
aireraft. - i T i e e R

Wi g "
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h« HMoby Dick Pro cked for balloon activity.
One ball ased at Tillamook on Monday evening and moved to ND 5010

AJM. It hovered there at 55,000 feet for few hours 1 pressure
arsa | -and balloon moved in opposite directiom to LA 5000 at

sa switched
hours, 13 May 1953'
5. Wind was from NE at 5,000 feet, 20 knots.

6. A Coast Guard radio operator at Westport, Washington reported receiving
CW transmissions on 500 kes that were very weak and unintelligible. Trans-
nissions were imtermittent lasting from 30 seconds to 13 minutes, begimming
just prior to 05002 hours and ending shartly after 0600Z hours. They wers also
hsard by Department of Transport, Port Hardy Radio Range Station, Vancouver
Island. No bearing could be obtained due to weak signal. The FCC monitoring
station at Portland was queried as to receipt and reported negative; however,
they had been monitoring 500 kcs. The Coast Guard radio operator reparted
that. he thought that thsre were three different transmitters involved in the
signals he was receiving and that it sounded like they were using a tecanique
that can be utilized for homing to effect a rendezvous.

7. Major Deckert, Operations Officer of 317th Fighter Interceptor Squadron
was mtoutinaB-ZSaromdﬂot)hmPS'l‘ He searched within a 200 mile
radius for surface vessels capable of launching or carrying small aircraft.

All ships located were determined to be friendly. Visual swrveillance was

accomplished on several ships after daybreak. On headings of 210° Major Deckert
roceived what is considered to be sea return on radar. On reciprocal (030) he

received no pickup. On 210° he was flying directly into (against) the 9% feet
high swells. The swells were crested, thus forming a cup sufficient enough
to reflect the radar energzy. On the reciprocal course the zircraft was flying
with the swells, the crests breaking away fram him. This would appear to
explain that there would not be enough surface at proper angls to reflect the
radar energy.

8. Thers wers numerous fishing boate in the area which were painted by
the AI imterceptors, the B-25 and by e A

SECTION IV DISCUSSION

1. A study of the aligmment of plots provided by station P-57 on these
tracks and the rsport from personnel at the station that the blips looked
normal and did not resembls wave blips, leads one to conclude that these
were airborne objects. This conclusion can be further substantiated when
considering that the sea swell was ruming in a direction that would result
in a very shallow contact angls between the beamed energy and the face of the
swells in the vicinity of the unimowns. Therefore, littls or no radar erergy
would be reflected back to the recelving system of the ground station. This
conclusion is Durther substantiated by the results obtained from AI radar
when on certain headings dwring this time period.

NOTE: THIS COCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT . % U S C -
11 AND 2 AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONITFNTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PEHSON 1S PROHIBITED BY LAW
IT MAY NOT 8E REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF,
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2, Tha fact that station P-Lili was wnable to pick up these tracks whem
thay were within the surveillance capablility of their station refutes the
" conclusion, to some extent, that thess wers airborne objects. P-hl had con- ,
plated thelr weekly maintenance that moraing and the set was painting friendly
air traffic and numerous fishing boats and some ocsan vessels. -

3. At 0L0OOZ a r sonds obs 7 from Tatoosh Island (lleah
Bay) reparted a six emperatura .iaversion 1500 and 1700 foet
FSL. g fa accounts for P-L4 receiving sirong returns oun ships well
out to S@a. ur researcn calidvratiomtests Conucted

B
a personnel from USAF, Research-Development Command and University of

. Tevas, that unusual phenomena can and will occur during inversions which can |
hava varied results on radar cnergy. The energy may be reflected, oull arsas
may develop and blips may appear on scopes when actually no airborne object is J
present at that location. These speclallsts were unable to provide proven
eriteria, at that time, for practical application by the ACZW system., It is !
noted that site P-Ll was below the level of the existing inversion and that
if the inversion's altitude was 15C0 to 1700 feet in the vicinity of P-57, that
site equipment was above the inversion. Such a conditlon nay have developed a
nvll area for P-Ll at the Bogey's altitude or P-57 may have been receiving
cnargy reflected from a localized unusval atxospheric condition. Note Captain
Tate’s coaments (Inclosure #1) about Larget's actions at 2000 feet.

—

L. The Westport Coast Guard station is located at LB 5253. The unknown
tracks were within SO0 to0 100 miles of this station during the time the radio
cperator was receiving transmissions on 500 kes. Coast Guard Headguarters at
Seattls provided the ADCC informatiom regarding these signals because of ADCC
controller's previous raquest for reports of visual sightings by Coast Guard
vessels mown to be in vicinity of Track B<-97. Portlarnd FCC lonitor Station's
inability to read signals on 500 kes could be attributed to weak signal strength.

SECTION V CONCLUSION
1. This Headquarters is wmable to further evaluate these tracks.
2. Yo firm conclusions can be reached as to identity of subject tracks.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL UEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING GF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50U 5 C -
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roamt) SRS, UNCLASSIFIED ;

e —— —

(GLASSIFICATION) 19 554701 O U 5 GOVERNMENT ARINTING USSICE | =0 S1a112

—— T TR




UNCLASSIFIED

I:I ™ L | h ": rf vy f =Y
u 1. 4 8 id as &l -:-
" - - ——

e B - W e e

v approsdmately 00337 wve [Pronte Rad) tere scranbled =Tber en WNTOAL e
Veaclor 270, A 20. “hen ve vere 1'}:- niles osgt Shelion ve con u.-* ad Chanesllor
and riven & Vactor of 250, Dogey 12 o'elocly, 70 mf, At that &1 <e 18 haaed

L: 1&41"0} 1nr v i frtlr Y 't{. . ’Grt: se waoneae i.'! ‘.:L.II:"3 ‘:}‘;_.'u'l tt Q ..'".l."'!' -ﬁwlﬂ_.— -' L'\ et LE| SO

Louh nuceess.
Changellor eve the Someyv'!s arx *rm"‘.'.“..h.' altitnde na 7 .-'-., 80 vhen ye vere 20
miles out ve started a descent ta 90 Jeets A= e closed within b adles,
oy radlo onperator said he tias o nf!.n" 1o gonathing that looked lile rround
return at that range; houaver, ‘e fﬂ‘dlﬂ novhinre GOT zealn Tvovshd us in o
e Zorer cnd the radic ajprﬁtﬁr oL Lnbernlbtent conbtacts and althourh e

throtiled rizht bael: Lo 180 ; iy Ve overghot the target. The radio vperator
on %he next dass determined that the tarset vas slishil- bel

dronued doun %0 2,000 feals e then ~of sore 00d conbs=chs pPlus lock-on
and as we closad the target MTie Ty into o i oF » Tiirce tara E;‘T.Hfé'}f-r‘

1oty vg 8o ve

L)

e el el i
e the " port, one Eli:“l*“:hclxu“ru &g 010 Joid andod. T%*“TW“?*'TE“h:Tﬂ”
PENTE WE aRTnothine——Tve-ho- u}ee-m..i.;n and-asperrance of the tarrets, e
determined that u.mv viere probatly chall. @ sdond over an hour in the apes
2l cob .”'*r;' contacts and lock-cns., As tine ‘!_::1*‘51-:; *“ arrets anpesrad te
loge altitndae and e Jhc:v::"*e"*-"'-r for then on ?he surface ¢ the wrater ad 200 feeb
altltude, usinr our landine lishts, The targebs scen %o have no moverent of

helr ovn &s we had a 'Iart'n over-take sneed on all. T2 ther ha! leen selid
tar '31:5, ve uould have seen or collided uwith some. Tio loats 3

L

i Hhe area
t1Q 1’*4 ciced un ecleorly and easily with our veapon.

‘J. De TATE

nh. n mtp l.— 11-:.;‘

UNCLASSIFIED
AFS48375

\:Qme:-/f




e Ry e — RS

UNCLASSIFIED

# J & . d @ h
[ T - R e eew e g

8 s00n 218 we were eirvorne I startaed chezaine the radare The sat

Jdookad good as tha ground return was vary shorp snd distinet, Aftar
passing the coastling T pickod up a larga groun of tarcots,
together making a continnous bHlobh as cromnd return dass, Thasa $nrrata

wers ET‘J‘E“?Q‘!{“J“‘I’ITJ}IT}' l’i‘,ﬁnt’} - j._t;,ﬁﬁr_} vards ovhe Choaneallar esnbinusd 4o

vactor vs on into the target and when we ~ot into 6,000 « R,000 »ards |
tha individunl targets bhecame distinet. They wera roelow us, Halow |
5;000 « 6,000 faat. e Shrottled »ight hack %o 180 « 200 tmoks and
obt%nined a losk on, ovartaka over 100 knotz. *fo thon uent into o hard

1 '

I?Gﬂ tarn ﬂnd 1":'“'{? -l._ﬂf:':!-'". 133‘1!‘]?‘!‘ roEart at T :'T?T":-T"ﬂ_"'-’?-l.:.' Iln{'! - -.,I:;j-‘

vardz. ‘e flew throuzgh, aromnd and lockad »n zaveral of theze rantnste,
We 2lso made contact with a nmber of shins and evparteanzed no AL P fianlty

L]

#etting a viewal on tham, ' halieve thass conkacts were chaff,

Y ey

% T b W '.n'f:.j.'.'l
= 8 L - ; .
2a 1t USA

UNCLASSIFIE

AFSA8575

- ARy .Zf




LISTING OF PLOTS OF HNKNON TRACK B=97-C AND THs INTERCEPT FLOTS
OF SIXPiNCE WHITE 1 AND 2 AND PAONTO RED «ITH. COORDINATES
AND TLueS (2)
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Georef Crid Time
le KB 5255 OL154
2. KC 4801 04194
3. EC 4309 0426Z
L. KC 4012 O4314Z
5. KC 4115 04362
6. KC 3518 OLLO &
7. KC 3323 OLLL.
8. KC 2229 045C4
Q. KC 2033 04584

10, KC 1438 05052
11, KC 0849 05094
FADED AT 05144
AF548375
M T

15 day 1953

Georef Grid
Sixpence .hite

1C 4805
LC 1C09
KC 5215
KC 3520
KZ 4025
KC 3820
KC 3230
KC 2232
KC 3029
KC 1042
KC 2845
BC 5058
LD 0%01
LD 29C3
1D 1013
MD 4306
ND 1002
NC 4C59
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(Sixpence lhite 2)

LC L4805
MC 2535
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NC 2056
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0831
0634
2040
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1525
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