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JEFERENCES (COMErol number, directioe, previews repert, dc.. da 1pplicedie)
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SUMMARY: (Enter concios Summery of report, Gise significance in /inel onssentence Deregraph. List mclosures of lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 18— Fart I1.)

Ca 2L July and 1 August 1753 Ceaman ipprentice Charles 5. De ‘orrest, a studani
2% Lhe Flzet Jonar Scehool, nited States aa*nl Jase, ‘ey Jast, . lorida, cuserved an

el

gerial Zoject in the gsiky aver the town of X2y «88t. The [irst si.nting was hetween
| 22 200 and 2230 EST and the 2ecomd was at "".35 EST. e objiset apgeared to oe about
"y . . : = & e anns _-"::‘r s & & " — 1 S .
I lal3 J..-ﬂ. GJ. a :‘i‘l J_‘l -—I-r 4 -.i Ju’ JH 13:’:" :jri.'--i -b-rﬂ"l . _— -r‘i-hah ‘Jﬂ i--i. 'Jh:-ﬁj = o }P'J""

aead, ‘hen bDlinked out inmediately nelore descending -elow the 2astern sikyline., (n

L August it appearsd at wie same point on the horizon Lut was obscured 5y clouds at
the zanita of its [light path, o mechanical characteris-ics were noted. The cbject
1ade ﬂmln' equal changes ia course laterally curing ite ocbservation obut was not
observed to modify a regular are vertically. The ciserver does not appear to ne ax-
tremaly extrovert, appeared Lo Ge very staocle, and cesires no puclicity; rather, he,
at tizes, gave the indieation he wished he had not brought up the matter.

m.otnuhumn_mtumthurwtomﬁn to note that ths ocbserver
appeared to have been skeptical of his own sighting and checkec it azainst whatever
<nown data were available to him with the result that he decided he had seen some

sbject with which he was not fmmiliar.

nlzm ‘iﬂl‘m“
uul':;t'— officer

5 ceeqed rapidly from low on .he western scyline to a 20iat uirecily Lorward ana over=
|

mf-ﬂ- _—-'

| Loy - Chief, ATIC, ATTN: ATIAA-SC, Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio (info)
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the interview continued and ne was conversing more sasily at the end.

% no time did he exhibit eny =xcitement about the sishiinz. 1a save
the imsression that fie wanted to be very exact in his snswers and 7ive
precise data for all aspects of 2is cbservation. ’le stated he had not
sentioned the sifting o any newssasers mnd he would not Lrust them to
rive a true version of his account, nor to ~rvtect Sim rom ublie Hdie
evle, He asked for "nd receivsa cewassion Lo call Lne fotarriewins
cJiicer's home, collect, iu the event he nade 2nowier 51 NLinr.

fe soather and winds alolt coneiticnsg 2% tiaes and lace o0 gl htings wers
13 Tollowa:

e J1AY

seathers Lcserver rejurted 2 "tLroksn overcast' .lch cloared up Julllcismtly
L0 leave .cst of the sicy clsar, . louds “ere To artec 35 z20ild '» Lhe vest i the
aresa of Lhe objest's sposarsnce. 4 glivexs ¢ L0 he T -::‘:"_.:u 2f the ' S, «2ather
‘myesw at ‘cca Chies Xey revesled the followin: datas ~ilinr 22,000 - 25,000, tain

‘cattered cloucsy visibility ten ailes, ‘eaceratare "b“' Ts dewpoint 7); relative
remddity 5% sea level pressure 1016.9 millibars: altiwmeter zetting 30,02 inches:
statisn -ressure NM; dry wlb reading 7i.4, wet bulb reading 73.2; winds sast two
niles per hoursy tetal sky cover five tenths, zero altocummlus at 1,000 feet, five
tenths cirres at 25,000 feet; two tenths of ihe cover opauwe, Lhres tenths transparent.
vinde aleft, in teletype secuence; 00802 3505 23307 3409 1381 2517 63517 38515
13712 3109 03107 23312 i 3M1S 63216 53117 03217. Time - 2200 33T, Q300 2.

1 Ausast

Jeathers Obeerver repurted & heavy overcast stretchineg from the sastern
to directly everhemi. Offisial fipures are: «mummmua-u-.
sssttared elowis, visidility fifteen wiles; tempsrsture 38° F; dewpoiat 76;
ve humiditvy 6055 sea hnlmml’.éumm altineter setting 30.10
wmmm;rummmnm
“ﬂ,ﬂ 3} all five tenths opacue. Winds aloft, in teles-
mh 41113 1114, no further data. Time 2200 RBST,

g. ¥o wmamumal activity or condition, neteorelorical or otherwise, was re-
or giseowered whieh aizht account for tae sightings.

X, 0 =xistamee of vy nysical ridencs of “he @l mLings 4as revoried or

| riseovere .
| ¥ -4 | n . — g O % @ . .
oiffieial intarcention or Siontiecaticon acticn wvas taven,
NG APy coalel tosar recorus f 3 P trafrig In
2
i fmnee ol ioz ol 3 o TR M1 ALPT
U0 res th Toen Carrisr Aing | : 11 cease aperalions 2t Lamd Srnanional
LI DOFt, Fida, and begin creraliong at larleston ir oorce Lase, out oaoliza, 48 |
S 2heo S vast 1953 ,
340 955. | 3 YBAR INTERVALS;

- o S LA el el el e
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north-south line and that be atiempted to aaintain a check om the Ilignt nath by this
aethed tirouznout the cbservations. Cn this basis, he statad uhe object was noticed
first dve west at spproxiastely 30° above the horizom and immediately above the sxy
line unich was formed Ly trees surrounding the house. 1t proceeced =nerally due
cast, exsest for the amneuvers deseribed in raragrzon a above. 0 csilimate ol tae
distanco or neight wvas attexpted Ly {he ouserver since, he stated, e did not inow
the tre size of the objeet. !lo stated lne oDject dld not travel as "ast as 3 e aor.

2. The ocbhserver stataq that on 73 July Ne was accomaaniad Ly nis #Ale ax

wvaat | 2lled his landladv, 2 drs. WD snd h=r olher, nane on<aown, out of toe
mse to waileh lhe oblect. Un 1l Auzust D¢ was aAlone dnen N1 I'irst noticea LaOe o0 jecth
U SAalied Nlis wiie, s, -. ana “1 3, -3 Wiedel OUb W T« WSl & Uwject a alll.
in® O Twe doaan re not intarviesed cre Lo Tiae Ll tiwions., JISETVET, .ceana
saranLice < las } Forrest, 5CNLo9S, 13 a :Ludent =2t ' et JONAr CROo0.,

57 w3t ¢ onliz%ea ocn 7 Uetober Lt is careas’?2 wose Lo oD

Nestar, cansylvania, oo Do lives 1n s wale Al ‘4. _caenton Lurwet, 8y «es8tb.
2 A3 feen martie ooorcaiastely siX Sonlas. L@ as 20 caludren or desendenta otloer
than hts #le., 1o vas "orn on 11 July 1731 anat i3 22 Zears old., ¢ coaplated two
ears of senooling as La  alle college, Milace.ania, wieres ne aaorea ln waglish
llarciuwre ang Alnored o0 LG Juade Rk uTeoMmRent. G2 &S JorKed . .aing suamer vaca-
lonse w oa 1ifs guara, lile (uard supervooor, ax casp counsellor, & he was empl.yed
{2 the saintehence departasms of |.a 3alla, curing his scadeaic jears, as a jsnerai
wintenance worker. He 1a Jairly fasiliar wita astrooomy, claiwming % Le able w
recognise a few major constallations, but he stated e is not interested in astronomy
38 suvch, being sainly concerned with the subject threugzh his loneg :ztancing interest
ia celestial navigation in which he would like to aske a career. e acvanced no

opinions as to what caused the sizhting sther than that he beligved he saw zome e
| of powered alreraft with reat saneuverability. :le {urther stated he believes "Mlying
saugers” mizht exist but that he is not very concerned, md i3 not worried, about the
ogsibility or the phensnens. le vas empnatie in deslaring the objest did not recen-
ols an sirereft landing liché but that it did resemble am aireraft ruming light ami
thad, wntil he obeerved the erratic course, he belisved it was the tail rwmming lioht
of sm aiverafS. He stated that once before, in the summer of 1949, wnile he was a
tm goard at Ses Isle or Zea Islamd City, Jiew Jersaey, he noticed an object which wes
 SSFORge o him. Itﬂmenutdu.naﬁIth as statiomary on
Immmhmua angle mui disappearing, aiter a very smooth but
'v-,m-t.* H® wvas in & boat on the uatar at the time, in the zarly soming,
| 2l aseribed the sighting to a combination of the effects of clouwas, water, and the
| sun shiniag on an rireraft fuselage. s did not rezort the sighting. On 24 July
| 1753 ae sttampted to telephone the Kaval 3ass at Xay sest mnd the Javal Air seation
| 2t 3oca Chica Xey but both lines were ousy. [ie them callea the TAP %o rsvort the
lmmting. ‘St that tims, b statad, e "eard the JiP r2varsmior _nter™ni W08 COAVEYSAae
. viom o axe a weathay Tenort nHart or .iich was "ceiling 1300% “ar receiving a
- ld veroal renpisang e sgaae niamt (o e O Clcer of e &y or ae Ificer of
2 Lar? (T A8 Sonar .ocnool (3T Jadlure 0 Dersist in L1ad allorts Lo contagt Lnhatv
Siom, - certod ‘he uzust® sighting directly 0 Lhe _onar cacok N0 48 ine
reere @tion wu_d Le 4asz3eq e L 2] : . ral S&ae.
? WY ainte T - " AL - % ol i - i ot |-
3 gl k" MLV idu T . s b3 e i S v : :- Wi sadied L
diedIe i JOSYYRr “Xcagl AuXiay Auty onru, A8 SuLeSYIOr

‘% 1l A caaracter raling ol ‘very .coad" 'above r=uruach® aae

JLTLoad AlA 38 Ui, Juadclentisus, 3 wud sLusent - aob gute
silsoaing Sub acove sverage. Io ‘Als interviewer uuzerver agpesared
Lo oo stable, well adjusted, poised, but at {irst exiremaly reserved
ad would not elaborate on.nis answers except in response to per-

—
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24 July 1953 Key West, Florida

UNCLASSlFlED

’ Description

Between the hours of 2200 and 2230 EST, a student at the Fleet Sonar
School, United States Naval Base, Key West, Florida, observed an uniden-
tified flying obJject In the sky over the town of Key West. The object
appeared to be approximately the size of a pin point or a star, very
bright white in color, proceeded repidly from low on the western sky-
line to a point directly forward and overhead. The object then blinked
out momentarily before descending below the eastern skyline, No sero-
dynamic features, trall, exhaust, propulsion system, or sound were noted.
Speed was reported as unknown, since the obgerver did not know the ob-
Ject's true size or its distance from him. The observer stated that the

object appeared tn move 1in regular smootnh circies.

Discuassion

Inquiry vaa mauis as to the obLserver's general reputation and
character. His supervisor in Sonar Operations stated that he had no
rnowledge of' the olLserver except during duty hours. The supervisor

;:) gave him a character rating of "very good", "above reproach", and des-
cribed him as a quiet, conscientious, good student - not outstanding
but above averag:. ‘iz lnterviever stated that the observer appeared
to be stable, well-u!  usted, and very consisteat with his answers alter

considerable queastioning.

The weather =. the time of the observation was reported as a broken
i overcast. Clouds were reported to be solid to the wagt where the object
disappeared. A cheock with CAA office of U.S. VWeather Bureau at Boca
Chica Key reveal!=! a ~ailiag of 22,300 feet.

There were several aircraft in the area and one of them was equip-
ped with a searchlight. There is a probability that the ctserver savw

tae searchlight scanning the area.

Conclusion
Other - Probably searchlight on aircraft.
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Dear Capte. Hardin#j

We have been so busy with the Black Hawk, S. Dakota case that
I've only just now gotisn dova to looking ovar the large batch of accum-
wlatsd reports. I must say that compared with Elack Hawk, ncne of these
approaches that incideat in .ianterest. There are & few interesting sight-
ings, but on none of these is information sufiicient to make a follow=-up

g fitablﬂt

Of the interesting ones, the very similar sightings of 24 July and
1 Auzust at Key West, vould ra-.:'rﬂt. follow=up 1f they were more recent.
Wwalh present Information I have no sugzgested explanation.

The 25 July terrin AFB Texas also holds possibls interest from the
standpoint of man=uvsras ind the fact they were observed tfrom the Control
Tower and by civilians of Demison, Texase

It is tco bad there 19 not more information on Creocla, Ala. These

Cases cover four i «jys.ate dayse. There is possibly pay dirt in these.

Finally, 'he 5idi Slimane sighting 1s definitely puzzling and vill
probably have to ramain on thes books as unexclained,

As for thes muaining 30 or so, there is so little information con-
cerning those wriil 10 ne% have obvious explanations that there= is no pere
centage whatever ‘1 considering them seriously.

Thus, ou%t of the total number there are L independent sets which,
if staff and time wers availadle, would be dnteresting to pursue., Personally,
I vote for sticicing with the Black Hawk case until we have sgueezed 1t dry.
I feel zertain tnat if this case can be explained, others would follow suit,

Concerning the Black Hawk case, we are proceeding slowly but surely
with the investigation. Sclid objects are certai.uly indicated b7 the eviasnce,
Since the observations coversd several hours and s, ghtings were both visual
and radar, it 43 izportant, in ny estimation, that we continue to pursue this

since failure to identify pinpcints a possibles real wealmess in our cefense
. heee o have 3 preliminary report on this case Lor you goon.
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AR INTEL REPORT

FROM (dyency) 1 Inteldligencs LII108 | ArORT NO.
4soth Tyo carr Wg (1)

IA, qami, Florida L TAC IF=23-33 PAGE D ©OF L PAGES

l. Tecort follows of the information ocotainéd by ihis office in coazliance with
nessage S UIN-ATIAE=T=25«3 {rum the Comsander, AlIC, Wricht atverson iF3. Jelay ia
reperting was camsed Dy inacility to cantact lhe cosarver due to Lhe nessa e saving
Lesn received on Saturday, 1 iugust 1753, the tiae consumed in arranging lor a2 defi-
nite time =ma nlace for interviewing the olserver, and e 1eed [or coorulnating
avadlable ‘remsportation consistent with the scneduled comaltaents of this #inz in
moviag %o rirlestom, South Carolina. Complete covoerstion was sxtenced by all lewvels
of comiand contacted, both .ir ‘oree and ‘‘gvr, in <rder %o insure conpletion ol Le
iavesti uliocn. Pertinent (aIommaiion 13 Juowmliilea i Lhe order estanlishad ov para-

cwanp o ¥
I'__'_il- m i - 3 Ti LM.

niy one ovject was sighted o0 cach 2ccasion, 1% wag very "riht wuits
in coior tut 5o small that the cbserver s Latad ne could just saraly see it, 1t was
| sportec o e ashout the size Hf a 2in wint or 2 stary of - rdinary asize snd luiiasence.
o aeroc manic features, trail, exhaust, moulsion system, or souad vere joservea.
Jpoed was recorted &8 unknown, Since Loe ouserver 2ia 2ot wiow the objsct's tLrus size
Ir its distance from him. [0 wam reported %0 nave Lraversed an o le of 1207 from
288t Lo a5t in one and one halfl aimates curing ‘he _irst i hting om 24 July 1953
and 507 in avproxisately orty seconds curing the secund 3ihving on 1 ‘ugust 1553,

t ‘ rervically, from wast %o casi; asowever
atersl cancuvers ware ssaid to have been susarved ca both cccasions. These sanewvers,
changes of course, were deseribed as lateral i5” angular legs, or 21z zasgs, along
ical course and lewvel or latersl circles. ™he observer was insistent that

T
8
:
:
:
!
i

L
{

the individual shewrt leas appeared te be of the same oistance, duration, and at the
same angles, and thal they varied from side to side along the veriical course. Ais
reportec to the intsrviswing olficer, these chanyes in course can be acst accurataly
deseribea as m.mdm-ummmutm-mmmn-
taindng 21titude, ‘eireles, or turns, were cescribad as regulsr, sacoth, and all
of the same radims. A graphic desgription of Lhese aaneuvers is included as inclaosure
le On 24 July, the shject disappesyed
above the sky lime gffer blinking out
it dissppeared bekind & clowi bank st
chasyver. The cheerver also atated
. “dmde dut vas hesitemd to say as mech
| conld heve Sesn due o the effests of
eijast ia 3 very small radius.
I teak it through the pemmbrs of the
| 16 wan still as visihle as when obeserved
ilse the meenz 1ight as being
July 1953.
| N For 2h and 1 Anzust the times of siznting were recorted to be be-
‘weam 2200 nd EST ana at 2135 3ST, rsspectively. Convertac o 7 time these
vonld De N0 5 0390 ana 0235, The first 31 Miting lastes “ar oowmrxizately sne ana
ne aall o utes ang the Zecond Lor anommxiralaly Tariy Ceconus. & LseYTer's tine
i cotimataes 2re cnecked DY ne intarTiownr U7 Soanalle Line Sacwenceasts 2 anserver was
izt om 1 tiw satimataen,
ILBaYTALLOMNS o ™, MAL.Y IPron 2 v Tod Ry & AN Pt e e
g - = % 18 AN B LLk “ 3 . LS Pt ) waslnt.

arver ¥as staneiag on e oren of 4is lanclaar's ouse oINS

. ay stgty goaruinaves 24 _U* § A7 L' 4. _vserver statea that he
ad, Frior Lo ae saghtings, cetarmaed Wiat e sudbmarine base, Loy ~ast, ana his
 _andlasdyts povse Yers on a direct northesouta lins andg that he tock this faet into
- occeumt vien coserving the ocbjoct. He stated that immedistely upcn ocserving the

| ;nw h. fm “1‘ “ W tha anals af scovwnneh ta She beo.. sl A




