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the ta?:er as fr 'lr.l .. l :.~ :'tlter Center. Th-3 ane;les must bc:o rc:garG.ed a s in-
• 

determinate, and :ts f ar a3 altitude 13 considered it appe:t·~,.,d ~:i ;her fro~ 

the tower than fror.t th':! l''ilter Center. The altitude is i nc ... e~ ~nnir.ate since 

we do not know the di.stance. All ob::;e r :er: s n.iJ the objects could not truly 

b~ d1 Jttnguished one fror.t t hs other. Cne or iT'ore ob,j -1cts, t bnr., wore vi ':3: blr-

fron n5h2 Z until O·J:;oz,. t."tl.t is, for anpro:d:l'.at.e.!.y threP- hours. 

J.t . -·-

We int-.e rr" ' :ltPd not only s·:t. Harry L· tt . .rs 
-- = ... -.. 

, 
' . n~.l - Whi le t. Pir s t ci· i e:; d L1i u1t agr<Je e.~:1ctly ( ""~nd 

I 
.; u-:;picio:lS if t'&ey haJ) t.har~ ;, ;~~ t~cneml 3 '~9er'!ent a3 

,. 
/ --

to co Lor . .:h.l it; :.a, and the fact t hat f.F.e- -r,-,j'3ct,q ._,~ tually h u:J bec:on there. 

--On~ of.tna l ' ·• .t •!I ·Jt' of the objects~ 'frorlhy •)r ment.t'on, =tnd lt, .r3::; 
/ / . 
~/ 

~t the ~e/of the passing of the C-12h 1 th~ obj~ct 
\ / / 

pointed out r r:o j' : I • II y . 

c lossst to it .... ,, i•,.; r, ,:, . 4 - ap~ d t?link in a sort ot a signaling way. 

It was likened ' ., t htt si~l:n~ ~f a ~'s 3L.nal blinker but not as fast. 
,.. ------ ' / . -... 

' ' It nas most p r c · t•" \!:,· :ad t9 i u 1 but thgy s a·id i t ·.va3 to.ken up by t! J 3Jld then 

/1 2 1 aa though n 

CrigiJla 

1. 

f 
I I I I 

~ :r~ tt.~ p~s~ r7' # h to .i ~ . 
\·,, . 

' ) 
I 

. .___., ... .._ ___ 

ssibilit7 that object f 2 might ha7e t~en C~pella 1 

alc.ho~ it the rnction drawn is to be trusted, t.h i..s is "'"'U~d out. 

-. . 
-=-~ ..... , ., . _., ~, ... ' -~ ;ll . ""' 1"' - l ., - 1 " "' 

.i - • • I • • • - • ' ,. 'l J A 41. 

. I_ ,. • 't It 

- ~ ..:a -· ~" ...- "'J - :-t ~ ... _, ~. ·o · lj .. ~ ... . -... • • ,,,_ ,, _ .. .... .. 
• 

.. ;; ... -.... -... _ ... , f74• -••• 

C .p .. . , . . ~ Qjf"' -
. ..... . v l "' ·- · 

T ' 'l n - t. r,;.. 

~ . . 
.1 .·e to be 

., l ,. ..... ' ·c - ... ··r :1 ... ~ .. , s · ' o ...,.. • J .., .J • ~ ,. '- .; :H , ' ' ..\. • ·u·· • • 
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The local n:l <:.•1re ~~f this ph~nooenon nhould bl! stressed. The 
• 

appear:1nce of the fi r 3t object in the direction to be exrected fro~ the 

a lert fro!tl Rolle r SJ.-.att! may be regarded as c oinc i dental. It se~ns improbable 

thou~~ certainly not i mpos!lble that these we~ the s~~9 objects obsl!rvgd 

We can con~ l nd ..; t hat there is no ready ext:lan3. t.i cn for the.Je ob,jects . 

'J, ,J r.a ll th~m 1.it ~ r:: f't . • balloon3, or star~ beco:r:es <J~i:'!e 'tth3. t. of a a.es por-:1tior. , 
~ . 

...... .)Ve J t.ho tt·;h t.b · · h1 l lvon ny-ro•.nes is ·,·muld be the le:l~d. ooj ec r.ionable. ' P 1e 

cbj ect.!l ·~pre _ i q ·-J U. ·~ , • ·h.:1n~ed '1. gr eat deal in r ol r; r·; nn j 779~ prol:>aiJly 

L · - • l 
t'r• ~rlylo:"';. l. 'P'l· · · ·'., t·An::e to the last :.ot ,t r. , .....: ~:f· '·~ ~ e'\. vre re lo.~a.l ~ ho.y 

\-.erry not t.u· . •:! , '>J' .11 ·'--1 ' ·~ t tho ll~·hts~~ QOt VE'1J I.Jr t ~ .. 1) b~c~U3 '! the 

flr3t-~ tn.:t~ni tude st.a r, and 

S•: i7.1! nbserver!"J : I I 1 I tn t f) -'t "n th~ •;:e;f( on:; i.Jer =\bly "fJ. !nter e 

·. ~ 
Until f11!"'t h~ r '!X'" la~t, .. }.~:~~s f :oonn.; , this tnc id~nt ::tus t b9 put 

/ ,- -.. 
( lJ?m as one of !.h~ h• .. s t/~.a~ples ' o'( \the 

\ I 
i 

I . 

o-=}~n reported } 1.i . · .- e :"'! 11n t h 3 1 i te} ture. To rto ot.b9 r.rts9 ;vould b9 to doubt 
\ I 

\ 
t.h~ first order ,.ll.j -!•:! t i 'Jt 

.....- ... , ' of 
I 

~rs who ::st ood up very t"J~ll un~..~er con-
/ .· ~·· -· -· ........ __ ,.. , ,. 

siderable r.t. -:> niog. The triangulations 3.lso bear out S.:{t. r.arry's 

tea ev~n though !uch es tL~tes mu~ t be subjee~ive. 

Ee stated rst was 2 to 3 miles west of the Filt.er Center 1-nd 

cal~ulattona show Cbj ect I 2, h9 felt ';'fas 6 to 8 .:tile! away a nd 

• 

cal::=ulationa show ~ c: t.' roxir.m.telJ 3 "'lil-!"!. 

. . . l , • ...., •• ;!» 
J".-..J 'tt..t/- - ,. 

• 

.r ,,
- vV th - - "':> . .. ,, '"'" . ., . ""C : ..,. ... ~ 

- · · --~ ·· J 

""";) - -r cl... • . , D- " • • _, .. \ ... -·· ~ ....... • 
• • _.,..,, 

("".. ; ... ... I/( .(, 

or hol · .. ,., '"'t'.:. r > •. u:: . o~ ' ,.... I J.. 
. , __ .., .... ., .,.;; ,.:.~,....,.., .'") 

4;1. .. - lo. \ ..1.\..1. ... .L 1- J • 

. . ... . - ... , - ' . ... . - . 

- . 

, ' ..... 'J*' .... . .. 

-lo ." . ~ • .... : 'o l e n "' 1 !::. "' ~· -• • .:-. .... "·"'' . ,_ ;.J ,~ 
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All thJ.t~ -:an !:e •;'l.id is th3t if the an;les 

• 
• 

ar~ correct, or even 

appro:d.ma. taly :;tJ , ~ .tr.ca nfter all, one person s a.,. t he ohje~t t.o t.h~ nort~ 

and another oc~'~l"Vdr $U.._.. it t o the east, the ;J:-tcmomenon .-a s a l ocal ona . 

'lne objects were not ob3e rved .from th~ O.P .!1 around ·1l ::;m1.rck t l':ou;:;h t}':~.j!t 

.. 
• 

had ~t~n alert~d, .mJ i. t -.Tas not reported in ' '3.ndan, ·ihir.h is J ·.;:;; t ) .:~llcs 

"~ri t of UismarcK. 'l'he~,r a re r eported t o have a v CJ. ry :1ctiv9 Cb$,~ rvJ.tion t·os ~ . 

I i:·Vr .~lrr"~J h~ f t-'ll th,i. t inas··:uCh 33 tj g_r ·~1. j ~?~n :1ln ,..t,•"d to . ..,., t en r ut 'o r 
r'" 

t. .h:i.3 i n-, 

-- --' -- - -
'.! ·lc.•f t ni' o;; c:n t .t.o r~ t he il·1e r- ge P~' ~'S'Ji l • ~·h~ O)t;ar' J tl• ~~ Qf th:: t·llt.~ r <.:~"nt~r 

,.-.., 
:.;e.'•r.tec.i to t.2 ' ~"> • 'Y ·tJ •c V•nt. :.lfd it -~~·/pj:':tt"~nt t ha t t,it ::y hid recru~tr.!d •rc r"J' 

cooll pPopl e r'· ·L fn • 'tJJ'I,. Sr; t, . ::<li t) in ~~ r,t1 -: nlu r J !J'l.r .'J th? r Oil ,h l:r·r~-
/ ,· . 

, # ' /. , li.:1ble anri !Jr.: ~, r:'! • r.: :n·d is ~~~ ry mu·'b !'~~/~ hal l." I would r er1?r lllj" tc!ntl 

to diSCOUnt t,hA r~rtti Up •?-~~~ ~:not.t~nd t h9 e .:'I'.;l t l ~ r · Ot.ion~ CP C1.1J3 A l t 

',, '" i 3 well k'llown r. t~ l p•rlf11:, of light ,.!.tC.,"'1 , .. , ... n - lst'l.n~~lv ·rtll 1.Pp• :tr t.o dn 
. j • I 

v~r.l_ strange t r· ' t ! • t\'J\ :'or the "-}Jnges of po.;.d.t. i :>"l , •·;5r '!Cially Rtnc-, the 

object• wre , a r '~'~.tor ~~7 t~ hours, a nd the c M.tl<l"'" "f ,.., l'>r, .tPpe:ur 

to be s ubstanti~ted . ver, e7~n the color ~hanges rray be •ntirel,. sub-

! I 

s' tnat. nhen 

' 
filt.ers d the ?.isma~k evtdonce, one o~s t o 

• 

the conclus objects .,YeN obset'ved there "Thich "ftre not. st.an or ·-____.., 
a.ircratt and it t.hey •re balloons they were extrenely ~trange ones ~oae 

• 
presence was totally unexpl31~-d. It is nost u:1fo rt.nut~ t.~at pi...: t.un.s ,_.~ 

• t . . r.:: ·, .. 1. . • !n :J .: . ;:) . "" 
..... .J ~ '"-~.11 - : .. \, .. :..; ... 1•.,--...- . " - ' .... r. ., "-'"""' . • . .AG \1.1. ~ t 

~ 0 '\ ~ • ..... ... ~ ., ... ~ ... :-:"'\~ ' t I • t . . . ... 1 
.K .. l •.. :1 • •• .,~t1..·~·· on .. ..... ... J.l _ .. l .. ,., .,.. · a'·' · r~ ~ ~ ~ • 

!J • V .... ._. - We;.. ... 
.. ... ~ ·l~ " .;. .. 

• 

.. - ~--..::; . ~ or- ·~ .. p· ... a r 
#e. "~ · - J. - ""' .. .. v 

foz· .• • -~ ... - • 

, ... 
V e 
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~rom '.iCC ; rad:J.r ev i denc~; and vi;'.lal "ro::1 1il~ 
• 

1.1r . 

All visual sightin~s 'lt !1 .. 1.piJ c: ty :md c l:iCk ra'l'rk ·,vt=!re 1Uite li'Tf( on ~h~ 

horizon. 'fhis it3~lf i!'IC' kes :-~ tters Su.3':)ect. The i.ni ~ i al i.nc i drmt .,.,hi-:h 

started the vthoie. t r 1.in of ~VJ? ."lts wa3 the st~·hting by ' 1.3:! n 

at 3.Lout 0)05Z, of :m obj~ct ·,··hich ap~:ar·;d in tha s r· uth -e:>astr rroved ra!Jid.ly 

b tc k of 't.h~ h' l l-.i . t 'l.··n ~ ";k~~ "".o ~at.irr~t':1 the tl~>! ~~- · 10 tld have 1.·t:O:on -:o /.: ___ _ - .. 
t: r0~ 3 tJo f ' r, .. r•q o t P !' ('PJ.t-:: +r" t.ch~c:! r'.lnu , ::~ ~ ..... l.irr.~t .~d :lco·lt.!) :..;:"'O:'lcl.s . 

,____ . 
l'·l. t,,~ t 11 r·:•n ' r ' 1 ic t:. ton r,o tne optt;i.tp l s-t ·-tt~~~r· ts . ' ;.;hQ ''l:t 3 ohser1in.:~ '!'h ls is 

1 t from 

10 ~re shots t-~ • 

saw t .n• 

vi3 ibls from t~ r:a • r 

/ \ 

9 1nd 

, f r:•n th'! ~ "<.:lC t p~~ f the ob3e cv 1.t lon. '.! rs. 

nh1•C/7}l~oWJl 

\ 1P>~1 is an ·"' t Off!! r 
I 
• 

aid at f irst " it ' ::; nothin~ but t he 
'\ . 

\7tth a red obstr•.· ·t'.lon 11 ht b3rel~r 

I :'n ,., • ., • ) 'l'h ls '!5 ~.~ ........ shea at a ey n te r .. hd red :1esa ot the 

color. The eh3n~i~~t~ ~ subj etrtive althou - h ':>th ;-rere emphatic 
/ ~ - ..... __ ,., 

• 

that it aidt ~is. 
: I 

~he obj~ct 'fn 
Beth )'Omen we~ asked indep~naently to ar~w the ;~th of . \ 

':0 e pa 
1 

more or less agree 1 as SHft in F1 5 . 9 a!'lc! 10. :~!'lee 

-
was an aircraft. \: iss 

• 
a:!lll .~ri h~c or. 1~c~n1o 

incident 1 it 18 interesting to s p~!CI!la te whet.!:er '"hi3 

1 althou~h an e xci~~ole 1nd rnther cockY ir.ci~ia-

. ., .. . -, .. ~ n · ~ -
-- \1 - • - •I • l- , h ... . . 

...... -- -..... ... 

• • ' • , t 

., /:> ... ~ ~ • ' ·- • - " _ .... -.. ' ".... - . . . "' . 

•'·1 - ... t~o • p• v-... v'J ~. 

• 
't'!C. 

~ . 
• ., ).J.., :1~ ~ l. !l 

o or • • ..... " , -
I • • ..L..., 

' l :J.Y ' ,~ , .e..,_ r l · 1 ~ h ~ s t o 

'1 : -.. ;.: ... ,, - ·- h . ~WOOl) 
.j • .. • \1 

' . .. ,. ... ~ . . 
- • ~..., J " .. • "'' · -"' 

c ..... .,.. - - !!' • .a. - . • '1 ... ·-
• 

. .. :"\ ·- ..... -. -
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She alertea h• l'i lter Center, and the7 imnediately notif ied the 

AOO radar at Ells ,., "! .fB . The base i s l ocated about 10 ~es . directly 
• • 

ea~t of Bl&ek Hawk etad Black Hawk is about 7 ciles r;;y of !~oia C: ty. Three 

post.a therefore rouned a triangle and it is ~ost unfortu:1~te t h:t't ~ t any 

given time objectlve observers were not prs~ent to ~ive \.lirections. r;o s ut:h 

ot~ervationa axis t. , ~1d the dis tances of these objects , i f pres e r:. t at a ll, 

a re in~~te~in~te . 
• 

( , 
... 1 n ·' H.t 3tate3 tr~t she saw ~n ob}·~ L ~.ti r~r;tl;r ov"'rh"!ad 

.. 
·,,· ! ... h .lc JV~ i v.~ r" • r i • l "J t "" th- n.J- rth - · · ~ • ~ J ~~ .~ • Sh-e 'r:".\3 th~ ,.,nly one •·tho ~ J.',T ~his 1 

1:1 .. t:.~or. • )a 
• • 

very n U 

po'!ition, 

I L 

• ' . • n ~ J :tL 

,--- . .. __ ..,._ 

r:"t r.r ~ n_. n" I i \.. t ' ~1. • . 
~ ·.J • .-, ' '' - * ' , 

s he had seen. As she .. talldnc 

t:-t'l 3e\:ond, 'Jl'. r4!all7 the t.hir;i 

l,ot e t.he -; l oser.es:t to the 

WU S t.arlike 1 -lJid in rrcf Optznon CO'll d 

~•an the 'tar Capell&. It ~mainad in app ro:tU.t el y the sa.• 

no attentiOD to tbe talk , t the women out.eide who 

s aid the7 •• so• :stranae object. told me that he felt the woaen 

·YBr., just aeeiq thln.:s. Finally 1 he c•=• out and bttcame ~o~!'l~ed that some 

: ... • . ., . -~ . 
~ a ... - ." o..-4 ... ., • .s ... ..... • - ~ .,. 

·- ---~ #(""; '".J .. ~- J - .J· 

,...h ;~ ......... 
J -.~ - ..., 

. l ' 1 .... 

• • • 

.. 
t.. 

.... r..·"' · 1.· •• • • t'· .. '"10 ~ ~e '-' ...,, ..... ~~- -..- -~ 

• 1 -

• • 

~ lot of 

• 
• • • 

.: r•~ . _ .. . - .. ... 

. -· ., -.... 

vO· ·• S • 

L - . . 
~ • -' . 'J ~ .! .''1.a :"! ••• =l 3 

• . • 

, - -· . . -. 

• • 

• • • • \ ·~ 1." 'I ' • ., - .. " • # .. . .. _ ... ~ &. -.J 

.. sh -:: ' -l • • • 

.. ··~ - ... . .J • 

~ 

• 
., 
UNCL~SSIFIED ~ ....... ._. ·-·· _ 
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He stated that rr:a:J excitable 1 and that the rada:r:- :;un·:d .. -;ht in '1is pl :· ne 

-;1hich had locked ('n Kn3 probably m.1.lfunctioning . He C·'lVe t he appearanc9 t o ::te 

of one who 13 tryinJ t o ln.c!-: out or an unpleasant s ituation. He ci.id not • • ·•I"""! ~ •1 
' .J.. ..,1 l 

to co~t himself on ~nythi~;, and gave the L~pres3ion Lhat the less he h~~rd 
not 

t:>f it:. in the futurl'! ~h'3 h~tter. ThiS may be b!C.:lUS~ h A f elt re hJ.d/a~q'..litt~d 

:.i:nselt a dequately in pur"J•lint; the so-called ooj~ct . At the t i ne of t.,he 

pur slti+., hOifever, lt. r:1113t l)s sta~ed that !'le hqd t::.d on l.r 12 h v'...!rs of n i-h+. 

i,r_J.t m~r l i :hr. tha t i .J s~':!n ;;gne r'llly 

' I ,- ---
app~ars to b .:. in o U :.n. . .r 

, - . 
s~n& -1-,lu-.a& - l'l~ i. :l r.tsn f rom th~ r"l.dJ.r 

r oor:1 to take :A l , '1 • l l ,, lk . ?h~ Jene 'ln ~3 t o th~cor.tp'3t. 1 ncy of t hese 

' 
n-3n -..rar1.es. 'l'l1 ! • .... r•. -t t.o I 

............. evi den*e tl ..'lt U•.,y are r:ot pac~,i.cularl7 

J 
statem9nt~ Lhat they had seen 

objects moving ·H· .,,d, evalnte t.he cocrectn~s3 of thos~ 

:Jt3.tements. All ' 1r ·::! . ono r:tbly- Jls ~ '"':tr:;~d fr~m • ne 

service anct could 

i!n 

d~nied by the c: 

• • • t. • 

I 
l ··~ loca. ~~d 

\ , 
f'J question~n~ . 

. LYSIS 

th~ ?.a.;::id City :;ightings ar!J concemed, we !"-!ave a train of 

oft'P . • re~ coincidental, are remarkable indeed. 

sighting was an airer~rt 1 '.'fhich is stoutly 

~ r, and th3t the 2nd object wa3 a s tar, ~hich is equally 

• 
t1 ~ 0 

.. ) • • ·~) .... ·{ ,.. .... -J • .3 - "~ ~ l,n I. c··-! :-.].· .. ~ 1 .. . ' 0 ., ~,.; .:. ,, -.;,... 
~ ,.._J • ow- · - •, 4 .. '...J. ,I 1J' ,.t..:, I • - - #'.a.. - 'l).. .. ... u \l lii._,..L., I. 

. _, ...... .... ) 
I _..,, • - <J 

... 
• 

• ~ . -""' . - .. • • • 
~· . -- . •• ' . . .. - """\ • s- . -

.;;~ - '-- .. . • • 

::::> l .. ~ -c ,. ~ - . - un:-a l.lt.~,., ,., : 1 , Q -. ..,,.._ 1., ...._ --· - ...... ...; ·- lrt,;,., • 

Do.' · ' ·G~ 'D':oD ' '.., , .. :- ~ '"' - ··~· r yY.... "-•""- 1:J .~ I. v l. -'• . ~ I -
DWu\SSIFIED A.FTZR 12 YE;-4. :::.:::. 

DOD DlR 5200.10 . 
.. • 

~~~~~--~----------~--·-.NCr 4'~•~•~n--~--~~--~---

I 



• 

• 

• 
• 

\ 

• 
I 10 . 

UNCLASSIFIED 
baen up l'or so~e titnft, : ..... 1.d !.~r. 1 the radar oper~tor, ask~d hL~ t o 

have a look ar:) m.... . r·o t· 1'lite a while id not s-ee it 

not p resent at r.:.~p i.1 C1 r..y , but arrangements 1.vere ma.d.9 to intervigw hir.l by 

p~one !rom Great Falb, :.:ontana.) He stated essentially :rhat he rad i.n his 

original. report z th·1t ~!e f inally did notice the objP-~t .1::i1~h :;aa bri ,;ht and 

star-like, that hd ob3er~cd it for ~nly 20 to ) 0 ~e~oncts , ana that i t :1ad 

t.ha ra L:l:- Ga.:1-?! 1'::t HJ not. nork . 

I '., ~ ~. . 
~~ · ..~.n ·_ r, ... y tJeen 

---· ---

a ~~uc\.! ~33 L tta on l . ' r' roJ\!~ej th·.! next oll u . • 

, 
I 

:>ut beyond 35 'I l l .!~ ltl~ding north. ' . Thera nr, it 1'3 .;~r.~t rall!.' conc'!edel, •:1~ 3 

• • 
not :nalfunetio,.,! , • I 1 ~ . S"r.!e p'!ople a;. the po3t ind.t~~ t~d tnat reflact.i .. oM, or 

'1ar.-m&loua pro·~~ ... ~ lQn" 
/ .~ 

Ther, is ,~.n Lnt.e 
I 

J3nnett is \!"Jtaa 
\ \ 

""~hen aaked ~ ___ _ 

personality conflict in bot. t and 

ole, but pretty sure about ~at h' sees. 
• 

Needham "lad 

b-.. c~me so e~ited tt-..at be ns al.:nost unint-:!lli ~ibl-! on t.ht~t radio and that 

,--..... .. """o,-. 0. ~ .. --- . • • 

• e ::.· ;h.,-, ., ...... Wo 

. ..., ~ ',.... ... 0 : .• 1- "" • t,..., 
Tt 1 """ ...,o .L o. ,.._ • f:"" • If io ""' 
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obJec:ta vu 

Capt l. J. 

the Center to 
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lJNCL.ASStFiED 
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OP::!~A'l'!O~ R3PORT - 3 - 1 Au~t 1953 
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ua 

• , ... .. . , , 
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, 
MB, ltapl! Cit~, s. D., tL! tl talked t o llf 'J Bennett ~.m~ '-"ls tna ni ~'lt con~oll\!r. 
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FINAL co:iCLUsic:Is UNCLASSJF tt=:D 
• 

In tha a~<J -=u:r;~ <; ~ -.vhat might be called truly s cien t ific d:it1. , :md i n 

the absenc9 o! phot') i~ I":J.;Jhs or other tangible evid P.nce, th~ fact s as :1tated 

by at:>out a score of oh 'J 3r"lers s~para.ted by 220 miles , ~ire op.c:!n t o 2 wi.del7 

opposed intarp~ tation3 . 

Cne 13, that :m air~ra.ft ·.vas o M.gino.lly s ir;hteri , so~ond , that th~ 

ob}~ct obse:-vad at t .he z~nith ·,,as a m·?teor, t.hird, t lFl \. '"..i1e obj~ct ln ~he 

• 
!'lsct.Lun hli.p:J, 1.'1.t' t h , t hat t~1e pilots ::1~:-e chas i.n ~ .j ·J r <> , si.~th , L0 J.t a n 

• 
~ntng on in iil :.;;"'1'!.1.rck, ~V\•!t mC'·1 f o e .,., ~·tir;~ i s c :1t irely 

-r- ·-· -/ -· 
unobtatr.ao ~ .. f• , I , .... 11 ~C~urctJ'l, .and th.r.tt t he ;;;q>e · i!.l·"nt~. was in:Jtl-~J.ted ~t 

<--procisa Ly th~ • • '·' .! • 11 t t thd other ~e t. .6~-atranbd co I nr: i d·'hees 220 miles J.way 
// \ 

causdd thA F31 J • • rr·'~ ( · ·n +-.=H' tt> be J~~d. ·) 
I 

; 

'fhis, i T · 1 1V i ·, · u1 '3 ~ai L':t.n.a tlon.., b'J. "· v one which ~o nedrs to str~in the 
* • 

concept of eotnr· ' '1·n~e to .i~-~me. 1en we:r-3 t he 
/ , - ..... 

it would be wo ·t- ny .'r 'lt;-~·.ton, ~\fitti~ 
1Jmarek inei~ent al one 

'lS i.t d·>e'J ln:t> t he patt~rn ol the 

total happenin)(!t ~ f t}~-~ · ni .;ht, it ..1 : I'3ther phenomenal. \ ' 1 
The oth~~ .. t~rp~ ': ' of course, that ,mk:1own aircraft, wi.th t he 

/ ,. ,.,----; '~-~ 

t term very b~dl7 defin~, welt active in the are~. 

'!'he \UCic ol clln; ng data at a t ime like thi! i.s ~articnJarl7 .:: ~:>lorable. 

It, for 1nst~e, a s na had been an.ilable at Bis ~~k t o make the ~~p of a 

---· 
t~ miles t o 3ee what t he ll.;hts 1nt!"8 1 it would han se t. t.l31'1 a lot. F.owev~r, a.s 
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NCLASSIFIED 

l0-14 Auguat 1953 

to be c thi~ vee& but ?roJect illua Book tiM 1~rmed that t~• 3 tud7 

voul4 not be c0iiplate4 bet'ore the la:.t or .A:.lgU.St. Thi3 fu"1alytic:sl G-cudy !s 

to be ot much ha l p to thia ~ojec:t b s olving :ruture unldent11'1ed 

• 

t:1at :ll"e preaentl1 .. .n t. !o ~h• t'te ld. I~ is est11Dll~ t. t .1la ~ttort will 

--·•tt, •llld recl1atl'1 - ._, 
..S. to ·~ "' tile 

srtu. 

apert...tatioa an4 

C&P' a. J. •-l\ J•,.,... DeJta ce 10 Aupa\ 1~53 tor aap14 Cit71 
• 

Ct.Q-- ac 
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5 August 1953 UNCLASSIFIED Rapid City, South D~kota 

Deocript.ion 

Since thla aighting v~o a combined air-vi~ual, g~ound-viou~l, air
radar 1 ar,d ground-rnda.r report, 1 t vns decided that Project Blue Boolt 
vould s~nd nn investigator to the scene. The controller on duty nt 
the time of thf! 1.ncident W•Ls intervieved. Hls account of the i'1ciclcnt 
vns alr.:.oot lt1cnt1cnl to that given in the initial ~·.'X. He '\o'a~ on duty 
nt 2005 i·~T vhen " coc pont ob.:Jerver called in nn unidentified t•lylnc 
object oiehtcd north•?kst of her pont at Blackhauk, South o.,kotn. (I:ote: 
Sunoet 19~!0 l·~T - Twilight 33 minutes.) She reported throu . ~h the P.rl.pid 
City FiitPr Ccnt~r. i>l:e r~portec! thnt the object w-n~ otn tio~:1.ry, then 
movc4l s ou t.h t O\l'lrc\ fhp t rt CJ ty. W'nen tho..: C"nt~olJ er got tl.c r"'po:-t t~1a t 
the oh,l••c t or li ,.;ht ,ntJ h~~n·J·~d towarn ilnpid Cit y, he Gcat 3 u.ir:;t:!!'l fr ·m 
th•.! T l'.c! ;u· t> LI.:.! lo ! (,nL l f'C' tt vl:;Ut'l.l ly. rrr~·!Y reported l\ 1J..c;ht rnovlr.J 
rro;n ('C~IlCl"l\lly n ;Jr·~.), t ! ) nnnth nt 8. h lt;n rl\ tt! Of Gp·.! ~d. 1\t. t h l:; time: 
th·~ controllf'r tl'.l.h~l· • ~. \ .• hllpe goit •3 south on tm: r.cop~ . lit! could no t 
p:et e. dlottn~ t Lr·L.;,,. ·- ... ~ .. \)f e;round cJut.tcr in thll Rr• ·•l. In a fe"' 
minute:; the r.oc p~J • lr tll·•ddmwk ca!lcd in that the llnht. \/,l:J bo.ck in 
nearly ita originn l , ... :1 It n . An nlrhorne F-Bl~ was v·~clnrc, t jnto the 
n~e!\ and after 8 Gf!"l ·: h o1 l . \tA ·.riounl contAct. 'l'h•.! F-d'• wa5 '/CCtorcd 
LltiJ tht: blip thllt \: ·• ,,. ,,,,lr . in3 otntJ.on'lry o.t. nbr)tt t 15 mu .~~ northeno t 
ot" Blackhawk. The ( , 1 , l.l·r on.ld thut he bcllcved tr.e F' -ul. pilot aaw 
the tarcet that vn..; , ,, t I ,;,~ope . Shortly after the "i!lll'l.l ::.1 ,;htin~ by 
the pilot, the tar~d. :.• .q· tt!d to mo v·e on a headinc of o.brmt. 320 degree:~ 
rnn.cnatic. Four goo1t l I l l" ' verc ob1.1.Jncd . Photos o.f thi. ~ trnc~~ we re 
t3k~n but the cruraera ' • It' .me t1oncd und the phoLos ':e r e no guud . The 

• 

• 

ln.Jt blip occurre"l •.'. f'J 1i l ea :l.rH·l o.t that po i nt t.hl~ nirc:-af: \: l j r·~ 

turncd to the baRe . ', . <-· ·~~ or :JP.r •, c r report~d nee i1 • .:; the a i ::crnft a.nd 
the ob-.~ect, and bot . · t·e .1.1vJnr:. i1v~ object o~em·"it to be out .,liot.J.nc l ng 
the F-34. As soon .. . -; · . ..: /-fl'• l ·t 'lderl, nr.cthcr F- CJ!. took o.fi' f c1c CAP. 
J'l::Jt about that t.i:.~e, :.: .:! Blad:h~·•!; G\. C p ost C:l.lled the third t ::r.a atat
inc ~J ... at the object v .1 back .11~1.1 in. r:othint; was em the scopt! ( 1..h~re 
v3s po~sibly a ta..rget i r tr.\: uoW1d clutter), so t.he F-84 '-'.ls vec tored 
in or. the visual r~puc t. T~~ pilot ~oo~ eot a vi~ual and start~d an 
intercep~. About thnt ·.ir.e, the c ontrvll(!r picked up both en un~no·.rn 
target and t!'le F-84. llnth VP.re on a heading of about 36o d~o1{7eea 
r~gne~lc. The blip s~erned to st~y nbout 5-10 miles ahead of the ~-84 . 
The chllse continued until ~he aircra!"t \las about 80 r:iles out, t.~a ll the 
in~ercapt vas broken off. The tnrget cvntinued of1 the scope . ~~ thi~ 
tl:-.a the Disr..arck Filte r Center \o:l.S c.le:-tcd to look I.'o~ uni.._nt .. f i cd 
fl:r!.~r""; oojects • When the pilvt f;o') t Q(lC k o•:er th~ bC\S'! 1 J·, '> [;':'I,•J :\!',:,) -4-,h~ !" 
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23 r~ov~:nber l9S3 

D~ar Capt.. Hardinf; 
---- ---
' 
t 
I 

• 

~le have be~n ~o liU. ..iY witr. th~ 3la.ck rLl.wk, s. DJ.kota cas~ tr.:1t 
I 1 ,,e o::tJy jnst now t;ott. ~n tit;.-m ~o looking ov~r th~ lar;~ ln.t.ch of J.cc ,·:n
nl:lt · ~t r • , orts. J •nu:.:t 9ay !"; l .l.t CO:T.,[j 3.~ed .rlth .i3lack q3.\Tk , n -.Yle of tn~S ~ 
a.p:; .r<)3.c.! !l~S t hat :tncide.1 t in tnt~r~st. ·rh~re J.r~ a f ..!w lnt~re!ting sl.;ht
in.~91 h11t on no:1~ of ~' t"'!s ~ i3 inl orr..a.tton ::.uf:'1ct!.!nt to rnk., a follJ".Y-,lp 
n:-o ... "' J. • ~bl :'. -

or the in"~r:-:-stin:s onc!s , th~ v~ry J imila.r .;!j'l t l n.js ll f 

1 A !.!· :s t ,;1t', i':t'Y .1~ J t. ·t JU l d ~·r,l.rM:'\t. f J l lO'.:- •p if t'l-t !y •:tt':r~ Jl:Ol"~ 

:,i+.l-t pr~!~nt i :1f·;,, ..... .. t i v1 [ h..1V., .,o ·~ '.!6:.e3t~c.l expla"'l.J.t1 .. Jn . 

24 Julv 8nd .. 
r e ,. ,.n .. 

~-- '-' • 

T-1'! .: ) , j· ' ,1' · rr .. n ,71 ·r~ :'J. J al ..;o holis :)·J"J.;ibl• in~r:.:I"t!St frn th~ 
:3t. 'l..!""t1:-'•) lnt, or 'ltt'ln I I · r· , lll J t . h~ f .lc t t iu!'f .'l~re o:)'l -"l'V~t l f•l) r.\ Lhe C' on'.rol 

~ w 

•ro-·:ec- ,md hy cl ·1t 1 ' •A·' · l t tJ .. ~lison, 'r~:~s. 

It is too ' t i 
ca~ "!J cov!!r tour ~ . . , 

t'-1 •r • l s no t. l.'j t"8! ln!'.)~a.t.il)n O'l 

1 t ' 1.:1.]3. 'J'h., ~ is p033i.hl:r !': ~J 

~ t · · i l~, 

11 ·ct in 
Al.l.. 'I 'h-.!'!~ 

th~S! • • 

F1nall1"1 
pre h-1 '-)l y ha1M to 

1.t:l'l II 

[' o40 f ' I i 
11 311mane st~h~ine is de~lnitely 
on +n ~ bc0ks a3 un~:~ r: l:lln~d. 

.As !o:- th • 
~ .. -r: 1::,5 t..h ose whi ;:• 
c ;!n ~ a.;! .vh.l.tev~r In 

• 

• r~ I \. 11~ rl ~ ] () () t" S Q I ~)'l ~ r• iS ' 'l "I ll 't: t 1 _. 
I ' , · "· h·l'r• o'J'7t .,, .... .3 ~xil;1na t tons th:tr. 

• fJ! j~M.r"'-6 t~s~ 3 .,riO'lS l:r. 

P' l'Z'lling and ·,.d.ll 

i q ; r.) - -,3. ticn ':rm
, .! r• 1~ ! '=> n ~ r -

• 

Thus, ou+.. =f ·; - ~ ":otu :m:~b!!r t~er"'! .:1r1 4 ind~~en~~nt .J~ts ~ich, 
if st..aff' and time ~.,.,~ .. .J.vail .• :~le, w~uld be interesti:'lg to pu~'l1• P~.·3on.al ~ ;r, 
I ·;)t'! !or aticld.ng :t1 :..h the Blae!< Ha.1rlc case U."ltil ~ ha'7s s~u'!ez~ it dry. 
I !"!..,.!. c~rta111 tb.a~ t! tli i.3 caae ca.."\ be explained, :Jthers ~'rCuld follow suit. 

Coacem1ng the 313.ck Hawk cue, .,.. • . ~re p~ef!ding slowly but surel:7 
·.n th the in'f'wti&&tion. Solid ob_j!cta are certainly indi'::3.t!!d by the e,r:i ~~~c~. 

J:l:1C ~ t he ooserr~t1on3 co·r~red sev~ru hours a.."\d s; v-~ t inis \ftr~ both Vi3ual 
:..:-..:i rJ.jar1 tt is importal't~, in my estmatt~, that .. ,.~! centt:m~ ~o !l,.l.r!3' ' e ~hu 
3L:.-;~ f :.dlure to identify pinpi,'L~ta a ~0!3ible re1l -.·,~a.~-tsa :L"t 'u~ def'!nse 
,.. ,. .~ _., ... p hi'V\e to t,~u., ~ ...... ,i..,t ·"'-· · ~ . ... ;"'\-• -n .r.-:.., ~, ~" .. ., ..... "'o .. ,.0" ·cron .;).,. , • J.. .....,,.. ... ~ I 'tAo :- '- -- - . ....... , • __ _, ., V J. V L-l 4 l • \. -., ) .._, e 
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'.00: Colonel OearJe L. ~.r~n~ 
C~, ATIC 

ATL\3-5/Capt Hardin/Joa/731~7 
5 January 1954 

• 

!!'ROIIJDII 

1. '!'C) req-t ra~t A'l'IC officer to trawl to Rapid City, 5outb 
Dakot.a, 11nd lll3..-ell, tiOTtb Dakota, tor the purpose o~ determining the ori-
gin ot a un1cleat1t1e4 tl~ obJect. 

A!fD 

2. On 5 Aq 5] • etgbt1D8 vu _. in tbe rle1n! t7 lf R3pid CltJ, . 
SQath Dakota, by n~roa8 reliable Bdll a nd c iv111~n Jb~~r~era. Another 
a1gbt1nc wa .rr~ Bla.rca, Mortb Dakota, on t he -~ date <Jnd au-
1M_.. to be tba ••• obJect. 1l'be obJect vu also track•tl by r:ldar. 
Ia~•~lla~l~ mJt •ttboat tbt a14 or an aatrona..r ancl tba 
~1a. UIWOl 

]. Dr. H,nell "r tlhltJ State Unl lQ, contJact. aatren~ to Pro.)eet. 
Bl\le , nla c:aM Wt4er atull~ .,. beliefta that a 
conel•l• •7 be r"1tee b7 a join\ oa-t!le-apo\ lowatlpt.loa. 

lt. Projeet 111111 BooJl belle••• t ~bla ia a a1p1t1cant eaM ant 
shCNlt be aelM t• t• ~ at tta lllle acteat1.t1c val• u well 
u to cltae.....- 1te u•• by wrlt•• wbo -~ u owu conclu.1ou ln 
lift ol • ..rrtetal ~lnl•· It ta, , rae~ tbat. cay\ 

A. a.tia ( ln ~:CIIIIIM7 wttll Dr. B,_ll) to Ra~Y Clt71 3CNtla 
DaDta, _. M-.11, I_. Dallota, ~- tel7' a.,. "mi • 

.. 
• • • • 

.\!'L\1 L\ Col •• C. _,._._, ....U Cldel -------------

AftA Cel V. L. 0 1 .... , Dtft8U. Cld8t __________ ......., __ _ 
I 

Chtel' --------------

A'l't Ce~l G. L. w.n..bdlr, C~ --------------

• 

• 
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tr. J. A. ~:tnek 

u 
? 

"{ 

Dept. ot Physics and Aatron~ 
Ohio S*ate tn1•ers1ty 
Columbus, Ohio 

Dear Gira 

waa b.,.,n oalled to my attention by , chief 
fia~rok, ~orth Dakota, that you wiaheu a ~esori?tlon 

ot• t.he al ~t\n~ ···t an unkncwn cbjec. or ob j·~'lts ~ich wAre 'rl si bl., to 
the unaided "Y" un t:h., nirht or A\;~u•t 5, and the r.t 'lrnin.r, of Au;t;3t 6, ' 
1953 . 

Thel 
CI Veni ng r f A ~. . • , s 
t.h~ other to t h' 

1 "1. r -rtll d !'1.1 ter oentttr hsti s i r-h t.,d t.Yfo objects on tr.e 
• .h . Gne ap neared due west of t be c1 ty of Eilr.tarak 'lnd 

r. a· t h rt :j t • 

• 

My fl r "t: L.rn .. l~ri t:e and si~h tiDIC or th ese ob.je,t:a ~re at "Prrf)x
ima tely 12z0! A. ' . .ll t t" ' l:l t 5th. AI near as I no~ ld tell the one in the west 
a p:>eared to b• ,. , ,. · t J due weata and the ether appronm.at .. ly 50 to 70 de-
;-raea Dorth an-i · ,, 1!.. • f tiue ncr+.h •• eat\mated at; the t:WYR tranami tter 
looatioa, Whlon • ~ ~ .roxi .. tely 13 mtlea eaat of 81amarok. 

A• to t.h t deaoriptlcn ot theae objeots all thflt I can aay is that 
they appeared ~· · ·n t lghter than ~ost or the stars ~nd at tlmes appeared to 
take on a rathttr ,• 1'l blueish t\at. 

fheJ ~ ~ t'•"tr!td to ao•• iD the heaYeDI, but •t a ra4;her alow rate 
and ual••• a '~a nraoe4 hls head a~iaat some s tatioc•r,y objeot to 
elimiaate head ~ov•~•nt it would be hard to tell that thsy were mcYln!• 

The en• \n the .. ,, •••ntuall7 disappeared below the horiaoa and 
the oae la the n~rt;h-eaat r.raduallr •e ... d to blead 1D with the reat :r the 
atar• ut11 it waa no loaceJO naible. The tiM ot the last aiptiac ot bo1:h 
objeota ••• about la!O A.U. 

I 

I hope I han in some r.teasure t:.el ped in your research-. 

• • -·· .. . -. . • 1 

1. / 
.\ 

• 

.. . 
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-2- (At-811 to !:yn~~c, 
l BQUJ&ry 1~~--) 

that he was biven fro= th~ ~ound station. Obviously the pilot would be 
•~rioua at the ti~, pa~tloularly ainoe he was told that there wa~ a &round 
and a radar obaerYAtloa or the objeot. On reoonsideration I belieYe he is 
willln~ to adadt that he waa ohaalng a large star. Considerln~ the reliab111~ 
or * th8 llilltary wltneases at th• radar sit•, t."le e-.:cit~ment or :.:r. • 
~~d the rslatlYely po~r rlesoriptlon or aubsequent sl~htln~a in the Rap d City 
area, r fe•l that tn~ in~~~~nt can be dis~ounted ~roo coa3ldera~ion er.~irely. 
Ti.e al$"ht1nga in the Blar:~AZ"ck area cannot be ju:!P:ed by ms but the ponr or 
sug~es~lon muat be oons1dered 1D theae, particularly aino~ a oorrel~ted story 
or sl to:rtln«• waa o"ssed rrora Rapid Cl ty to +;he :orth Io :,o+;a Filter ;e::tt~r. I 
oan !.mavine the &! roA r credulity that ~C~lr~ be l~Dt t o t he story in the clndl 
of Fil t:er •;enter r·~rsnnoel when I real! Z"! t:tat t~.J statc~ents in t~e c!"fi ciel 
r t.' • or fr c::l Rat!.. Ci .. y \"ere s~fie~ttnt icc~r:t;lv" !'or "O 'J 1\nd Ue people of' AT:: 
t o con·! ·ct an ~ut .. ,·o •vfl lnvestlga~ion. :!s s ent;ially t~ -t s•Hr.e infor:-.ati on, ?Oss -
1t.:ly '!mb,llisherl, · !l t•-'l ·' :red ~o ~!orth fa\o~a th11t S!'l~e nit:~ t and, to uae Y"'..lr • 
v.cr is, the 10ttopl 11 .r 1 ".· .} ;ld not cons1~9r t h" incld•mt l the oool li ~ht of 
r.t"'rnin~." 

• 

U.y iat."rrr· 't••t:Lon or the incident rele~atea me to the ranks of 
skeptics and oert:,.. 'I i •1·:'l a not perr.d. ~ s'lientiflc oonolusi ons a a auch. I do 
wor. rler lt perhap• . •nv ,,f t.ne twenty perc~nt or t:nreaolved caaea mi;ht not 
rea pond to a psyot1 t". 1 •l rllth•r than a aoientiflfl approach. The per.1entage 
ot waaolnd oaaea I t 1 il ... be reduoed at leaat aomewhat. 

I ha~ t•,::n the 11ber~y or inolosin~ ~n articl• ~~ich labels ~A •• a 
r.a.,•otee ot Mr. Pet~tr .... '!"! "MOn~st otners. I p••••d 1 t alon• in c•se yeu m1 Js.,d it, 
p!rt1ou!arly s!ne ' ~)ne was co1erate. :he article was 1r. t hi s ~v·~in~~ P~?•r 
and 1 t waa Ml't .. , , .• 1, ., :ne. 

Truat1D! lnlt you had apleaaant ud ra~id trip home •nd that I may be 
· ef aerwloe to JOU a.;ala, I am, 

Your a trul:y, 

1•1 Allea L. 1 
~jor. USAF 

• 
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rr. J. A. ·~ynek 

Ohio State UniYeraity 
Colu=:lbus, Ohio 

Dear D~otorr 

· ~ -.... (· , - r "'o ···rJoL A'ID ·~· ·· 7lt' t · .1\ L ... • J :. - · •• \., . • r~~. . " 1'\...L " , • ' ~· 

' llsworth Air Faroe Dase 
South D111kota 

• 

S~ t ACR0~J 

19 J anuary 1 9~4 

c 
0 

p 
y 

• 

Aft.,,. ,yn ar d•-t j''lrturs I oheoko-t :-o3 .i ib1llty th at; Lt . ::oe r1ham 'N&.3 

a mttn who teniod t ,> bJ-: t::~ · :~e e::c! tad or oon!'u:i ~d in Cl=:lerg:tJnci as. I di.scuss3d 
t:tl3 r n-t,, bi lit:• wl t;~ ~~ v .. ,rs.l of hi s as!ociatd1 nnd 'J~;trt:i ~·~l ar ly mth his 
O :'J !J !'"'':. !.')I!~ -, f :'ic•Jr , l.ft• j•>l" 7 \ i r t r o '.:!er. : o"lti'l!"j' "tO . ~"'• 5tP\tOJ:e!lt , 

I fo1m cl t h11t I t. ,, tdh!:t.~ i > o v or y r vlttl.') le , covl in:~.r._ t.Jal wi~~~ on a~call (: n -; 

r) l'\; :t· .. .. t !'•!: ') il . l !l ' h ' > ~r.H' hJ.n-i , I al so ~rHckad " Htt;l~ ') .1 · :-. 

rel1 u.bt ltty. ' .:t•J ni lot, of 'l.!.r ·~ra t• t t~ ": l: t • "'::J · !~"l~rol l t)l h A'Td t~r-:e1 

tlill hn pp Jn i j before L .e tn-•i d" 'lt L1 ' t'· J Jtto!l a nd nf! ~· :13 I ;Jar-
e·:J: ~ ~' llill .:-."~ . ,. ., ••. =' .. : ~t 1tr. ~~ ~h3:l 'lS no r"':'.J':'f ::'! :>r~ It} ~ IJ.J~C rn9ti to hl :i jo u. I 
a l:;o h'lv., ~· ~ 1 • r; •;r t; ,., Y, -:ny adjutant t'-u t l,·r. rn s been kn··7r.t •.o -.x-
a :;'7tf r"ate st: ·>c ~ • t • ,,, -:t•a:r .,.•rnt ion:s ?'.,rtt nsrttou Jtrl y n l') t;toad in ' 1r. s 
r\Jo~uatln,r, o!" tJ'' ·'' !. • a~L -tll roo~r ·!s. Tt .just so h•.i iJP•·H'l -id t hat th~ 81j utant has 
be en • atude'!"lt I' l .) J Jl)otll T dOOr" Js ror !'I Or.le Y~•rs ~tnrl •)01 lfm''!tdiatoly d'ltct'!teti the 
tnaoouraoy of t • • 1 ' ' \ • ~. ~e told no one abo~t th~m ._ t; t:na ti~• en.1 tlid not C-'!l-

tradiot ~u-. ' ~.h ~ Gnot beoause he want" J to av-,ld ttmbarraat!Mnt for hi~. 
Appareatly :Ar. ·1lll tell s tories to 1 ve h is prestige alt;hou; h t h e faots 
rr.ay not be aeem•nt~.. 'rhe ed.ju t'l:tt a!!d .,.'r w4r both -,embers of the squad-
ron l;aseball te .. " u·in~ tn., pa:J~ aumt•r and th~ adjutJ.~ t: noted that '·''"• 
will nner eH\nit t•1 t. n~ rd .,.ht hav~ be~n wren~ . llo ·ln P:lr'ld i n sev.,ral s ! ri ous 
a r ~-;!"!'\enta with m 
te~s , that htt ., .• i ::··' ·t "'• '";) 

The 
~ttr.tbera or f!I.Y 
The two Start 

abr, t..·~ tt t' ·j r"Y l e 4.7ftl me aomelft1at s::tbarrasJei. l'h ~re were 
or g•a1~at11n ·~o contributed to the auth•nt i oit 

and 

tnr!!e 
1n"l 1.1~ !'lt. 

faota j o not e~ttrely J iser•dit 
tnelr at I do not ee By addln~ ·r. 
it appear• the obaerwat1oaa or three eaa be treated sk~ptieally. ~••• ~litary 

cb=~rv.rs ar• o~ o~Jrae the only ~•ople to whom I can aaoribe traits of r'li~o1l1ty. 
Eoweyer. it w~ul1 appear that • part or any r~ture iD~.,at! ~atton could apprO?ri•t•l1 
c~ntai:s s. reliability in-.eati~ation or all perscns wh o c1'f'~r evideaoe ot u:n:sual 
Ji"'h~t:::~s. I Jt\~f t ni.J in S")tt~ or the faoJt that I 3.:r;'H' ':'1 th ~-ou t hat obser-v.,rs ., .... .. . ~ 

! n 
.. . "' .. ~ . ·n .. r "' I!! · ' . v .• "JL- .# -

) \: .. r·- , . .., ..l ) \ . r• .---, r "' 't . ,, ' " ot4 . . ..1 -~·'"'· ,,, •• J 
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-2- (A~'.tll to !:yn8~c, 
l antalry 1~~~) 

that he was biven fro~ th~ ~ouod station. Obviously the pilot would be 
•~r\oua at the ti_., pa~tioularly aince he was toli that there wa~ a &round 
and a radar ob•erYatloa or the object. On reconsideration I belieYe he is 
willin~ to adddt that he wa• oha81ag a large star. Considerln~ the r~llability 
or ~ th~ mill tary 'Ni tnels4ts at the radar site , t.'le e"":ci tt!runt of :.:r. , 
~~d t he rslatlYely po~r rl8soription ot subsequent si~htln~• in the Ra d City 
area , r fe•l that tn~ in~i~~Dt aan be dis~ounted ~roa coa3ldera~ion en~irely. 
Ti.e at....-htlng• ln the Biar.arak area c•nnot be ju·!r:•d by me but the powr or 
sug~es~1on .u•t be considered ib tbeae, particularly •ina• a oorrel~t•d story 
or 3ir:!- tln«• ... DttS,ttd rrona Rapid City t~ 4:r.e L·orth tn.·ot;a Filter :o~t;~r . ! 
oan ! :ne..., 1n..:~ the ,1 r••" r cre·iullty that t:c~l .... be l~nt t o t he •tory in the r.".lncs 
or filter •; enter r, .. ,., rmael 'When I realit't t:tat t~J statCr.'!9nts in t~. c!'ficitsl • 
r ·v or frco Ra t1t Gi •y ~ere s~fie t:J r.t ico~r:';i•: :;, !'or 1o·J nnd tle peopl ~ o!' 1"r:~ 

t o c.)'"'l·!.oct an ~:d; r' · l v e lnv.,stl~ation. :!stent;ially t~., SRrr.e infor:-.ati on, ? OS::• 
illy tJmb9lllshect, ·~' t" ti l ':ted to ~! ort::~ r:al ota tha t s~~e r.it:'L t and , to u :s., Y"'Jr 
1\Gr is, the po~op l ·· r • " c·,;·:l •! not consi~-!1'" t h"' in~id-:=mt l the cool li ;.ht of 
Dornin,." 

• 

1/.y iat.~r , ,. .,l ~n of the 1nc1deat rele,.atea me to th• r anks oi' 
s keptic a and oert:H J '1 ' y 1·)"• not perr.d.., l'llentlflc oon~lus1 ons aa such. I do 
wor.14tr it perhaps .tl\V C1l t.ne twenty perc,Dt Cf l.:DrftSOlved caae1 m1;}1t not 
reapond to a psyo tt ,:,.: l•1 rflth•r thu a aoientififl spproaoh. The perJentage 
ot wa•ol•ed oaae•. a il . be reduoed at leaat somewhat. 

I ha?e t ·, ~~n the liber~y of inclosins bn rticl• ~~lob labels ~A •• a 
r. ~votee ot ~. P8~rrr~ ~on~st otners . I pasaed it alon~ in aaae yeu m1Js•d it, 
p~rttou!arly sine ' ' t >n• was =oderate . ~h9 article wns !r. thi~ ~v·~in~~ p8?~1'" 
and it wa• JDOat .. , n l { ., !ft8e 

Truat1D! ti· t you had apleaaant ud ra~ld trip home •n~ that I may be 
ct •ervloe to JOU • ;ala. I ... 

Your 1 trulJ• 

1•1 Allea L. 1 
~ jar. t= 31.7 

• 
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'Jajor .lllea L. At ... ll 
Collllall<ier, 74Jth ACAI Jquadr• 
~11£worth Air ForGe Baae 
R~pi J\t'l• South r.a~ota 

·ear :.ta )or J 

\ 

LiNcl.AssrFI~o 

2 February 19M 

Thanlr .,.,,J '' •J r vour l'tter of 19 J~tn .. ary . lou hil•e been ot 
oensl der•ble ••rY"t . ~• ~" :,a l.J l;racc1D~ this dowu L~ i.rt~•r, a nd eaoeot •lly 
la -:1Y1a! ue tne ; t hly t•nportan' onaraoter •ideli .:!'lte. I think the 
"l:aeeua11• ea .. pl• l• r•er-;lo•Jlarly tel! la~. I t;, eret·ore .Lttel •• you do, 
t~at the 1Detde-' r~ n~r~e rra. Rapld City apraD( fro., in ~enerale ~are• 
liable uba .. ftra. . .. , .. ,, t ne two lte•Jtenut•. 'Jnder q~••'tloaln~, .. r• ':'lOt 

• ure ot ••• they "" , •·tat a\ 1•••• they were !".on••• eaou .·h to adla1t thl•• 

I a,r .. •L'. n _. uur ata t ooaoerztlD~ r•ltabll1ty oh .. Jra, aH 
hastea te aaaure yo•• I• t oae cf the r"aoaa we o•~ ou' (D per•oe wae to 
s1 ~· 'l J' Us• oo••••r • oipeak1D~ for eyeelt. al thou.r.h I tn1ak t.be Captala 
"~tO~J ld oonour, we ar-. r••<ty to t.!tr\ te ott tile Raoid Cl ty•- la.,k !~awk iaeitt•n' 
~• "intor.a~oa tro~ ••ttloaaol• aouroea.• I~ •~or~, we aan ' t trua~ tne 
., .. ~deaee, •• •• t.n\ 1 'lAJP••• \n an1 aol•tltlo ~eeedure t he th1D« to do 
1• title ••1• ~htcu~ oat the wt:~d•• 

I "R.alcl llka to aalr, j•J•• tor -,oealble t r•t••••• wl~ a 
~ood ~ •• radar QeD~ele, ~·' are ~~• poeelblll'l•• et ~ bll,.• 
oftr a 1- perlMI fha• la, 0\1' ot Sll 4aya, woul(! yeu ••1 that --... • 
ap,_. • •••'• ••• .. al 'l•• ..... cla7t OIIM ... 1'7 cla~t A t• 
tt•a a ,_.., I .. aaeu.iDI bllpa an due te -ltwletl• but te M, ne. 

"M\a' I aOir ha.- te 1ay will IVpPlae )01111 !he obaetter8i n !\1• 
- arolr I \• olua .. ••\rely reliable. It la thent'cwe l:l,oaal ble t.-
ua t: Q .. the at-..ok lnol la a ltke !'Uaer. Indeed, I wllta • 
oo•Jld. I' lt laDOaalble, !'1 , to ••1 tha~ the obj•eta •••" 1D 81e..-olr 

, r., .. ~. renl<: ' t .J'l ~.!eattoa !":-.,.. la~i1 : \.~.,,. O '"~fta'.J•• t~ ~ ·••' ~., -,eoele 
li•?•ad ... •ly (ud l :l mil•• ap~j .re-,or~M ;h• ·.oj•.,•• -; ~ o ·J'I •t•1•• 
.. ,.,.~~lire ot ~h• r,!'.nn• .~all :• ,-,_. :>antd C~ ~"• ~~• "'ht•,•• - ~l"'ILl+. ltft r.,r ·nr~ • 

• . ;l.l t:"41 'l..,..Jra, ~;}d .. ta var .. o•u r.:bs•"~rs :'r~e-5 , "l ". "li - ... ,u,n , ·>n ~ .. .,ir 
t.- -~~.J . 

• 

. . "~ ... , .. • .... . ·~ 1)1-, 
• 

• 



• 

,. . ' • 

( 
• 

\ 

.IJN~SSIFIEO 
D•apite, t~~r~ror•, th' ooinoi~eftoe between Rapid City and 

Bi , 1D Yi of ~~· ~iapar1ty 1~ quallt7 ot obaer~era iD th• tYG 
~la~~•• 1 th\Dk .. shall probably ?roo .. d by dl•~ountiD~ the Ra~14 City 
\noident altosether and uoao.atrate on the Bl1mzrok lnoident • 

. I note that you t!id 1~•' arouncl to telll.D~ ~• c~oif1oall1' 
.,.~,tner !leedh .. ._. the pll" "llho beoass 'annenec! when. the jet orllahed. 

Thanlrl a; ai.n for y~r 7er-y real ~~1~ in thla. I l".'l~ -c~• :-1erl 
t 1:1l8 -~,.. :n-~.- will b• •Jnder l••• unua~al olrouu.t:ano••• 

.:,o..,y ,. Ana 

jL~/j' 

3inoer!lly, 

, 

• 

I 
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HAR ... A~D COLLEGE OBSERVATORY 

July 13, 1961 

Maj. William T. Cel,.m"-D 
· SAFOI-3 

Room 4C-9ZZ 
The Penta~on 
Washington Z5, 1>. C. 

Dear Rill: 
• 

On ru y r·Pturn from the western swing I i inu a sizable arnount 
of ac •; nrn•Jl ;Lted fl y ntJ.:e 'iil.ucer material. I w 4lnt to th tu~ you a 11d M 1jor 
Je ' ric~.t, l, and Coll)n.., l Evans {or all of the helpful materi.1l, including the 
Sll8JSI!! stione for il r· p t" ' )'li ng our chapters. ~I any thankrs tQ all of you • 

On o , ., t .. •• ·!ron trip I ran into a daytime si~hting that waa a 
hont'Y• .l was,,,. , ' ll H · ' ' Highway 54 from El Paso, Texas to Alamogordo, 
Nt:w Mexico, au I a " • • an the outskirts oi the latter city, having jutJt 
t11.a.·ned weat wht- · -td meets the one coming from Lnai Cruces 
rutd the Hollom...t' ·· lrce Base. The time w;t::; 4:00 iJ• m. The sun 
waa ahininl• alt • ,rtu aky was heavily cloud~d tow~'rd the west. It 
had clearly been r 1 :;t lng in the mountains and h•!:t.vy du nt :Jto rms had 
forced me to etop '''-' O or three times along the highway. I was suddenly 
startled to see a · •: •ed formation of flying uaucer!ll he~ding east·.vard 
directly toward . • ' ey appeared to have a reddish glow and wer., 
moving very r.11 · ... ttad the impression th ·lt they wert! n e arly at 
cloud level. Th .. , t>J !' \lached me rapidly ancJ sntldenly seemed to d:-op 
in on me. I then - .. t h zed that they were merely a grouping of tumble
weed• carried alf) ft u . the heavy wind. They we rP, pe rhap~, some 
hundred feet oveu .• ·~ •d. The weird glow was cau3~d by the tllumination 
of the eetting su:t , K,.ep this in mind for similar repo-rt!l. 

Mr!l. and I have been struggling to interp r e t the 
famous Rapid City, South Dakota, case of lZ Aug udt, 1953. T he report 
ha.s ao many feature• that are suggestive of the mirage of a s tar, that 
we have strongly leaned to that interpreta tion. The brig h t ·. tar, 
r~ > • .,. • , \..; , o.., ·lnr>-"' .a t "'\ ' • t • • • -• ., ..., , 1 • I ') t , ; ' • • • • • • 

- ) r! " .. .... ' ' .. ~1 \.,. ... ' . J . .. ~ • ,. ~ v ... ,;... - • ....... - '\ ' J .; I, .. '- 4 "' \ • 1 ! "'! ~ f \ 

• • • 
v ery ClO.ie to t h __, h o rizon, ju~t e c' St Oi n o: tn. \'f~ do 1. (11~ !l::..L I~; ~·e="j 

~ooJ thned \.U' c..,ti ,natc.i o f th t: total dU .L"clt ivt1 vC tile o • ~:,ti.l• • I 
•vonder if yo a ha·.d ;l.ny .'ldditio;n .l mate r iJ. l t 11'.lt : 0 •1 '- n l d J!.!nd u s Jt · ~ 

vi.! W <.1£ tha i rnpo.ttance that the U70 bo y!~ at t~c : 1 ~o t hi.i sighti.1~ . 1.-, 
. ~ .. • ·. J.. cu.l'l.r, W:! shu•~ td hk.-. to k..'·1nw w h c!.t id l(!,. · l \!l\t ia :~iilc.;J o ~ Li. ~ 
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th~t a very aizabi.~ r.~~ l~rature inversion was present, and this was 
ample to magnify s <' rne of the radar and optical eUects. The radar, 
especially, couid n ::1 v~ been deflected back to the ground and the 
moving object 1ni~:1 t have been some secondary reflection from the 
plane itself. Is fhtH'tA any additional information about the man who 
clai med to have du: c ked the UFO against the triangle of stars, a nd 

• 

dectding that it Jl&ove d with reference to those stars? Sounds that 
il mi~ht have b e t-n autokinesis, unless t~ia motion w a s really ve ry 
•i ~.:.. bltt. 

.,, .. ... ·-- v~ 
One fu r lh.:t· q~te stion tha t w e have. ~ study of th -
cas., 1nd 11 l t •• tt that the UFO w as 1nerely a. m~teot". App·lr-

... nttv this w att -1 1111 ·lidered solution in the e a rly d a ytJ. W•! wonde r 
v.t a 'f t t wa • at • • , . , , , .. '. • • • 

• 

Thank f " ' ' , I h e additional sighting s, a ll of whic h are u .;cful 
d llfl l end fresh · • ~ lt. the book, Also, I think you were going to s ~nd 
na~ one from t . , . , where airline pilots reported not only s e eing 
a saucer but c • , l .. ughneaa of the air which, according to your own 
obaervatioa, w :A -. -~" &.o forest fire or oil well fire, or something of 
th~t aort. 

Ag&i.D. • ··o \.1r many thanks and be st wi~hes, I am 

Cordially yours, · 

DHM:R 

P. S. I 1m sch~duled to be in Wa11hington on July Z6. -I may run over to the Peatagoa and talk with you aome 

DHM 

C C: t J{,\ j. FriP. n d • 
C ol. Evan s 

If time pe rmita I 
at that time. 
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about 20 minutcG Wf! B -. 11.rrl bOuth o1· RaJ\id City but sav nothing. He re
turned to bo.se rull=t ;.r'\:; i!bout to land vhen he observed a light no:-thvest 
of tho baae. He GT.&rt•:d rJut on a heading of 350 degreea mngnet i.c, the 
object V'ls high ( 30 d·~~ - 45 de g) at 11 o'clock from him. He checked 
the poosibility I) ~ n reflection and determined that this vas not the 
co.u3e. He continur.d his course keeping the object at 11 o'cloclc tor a 
better viev. After about 30 seconds, it disappeared then reappeared 
tor another 30 seconds nt the end or vhich it abruptly ruded and ~as 
not neen O.f~o.in. The ouject vas silver in color and varied in inter.sity. 
It ap!)ea.red to "pull owa:l' because 1 t got smaller. The co~nt as to 
siz.e vnB tho.t it vas "ttrlghter than the brightest star I've ever r;ccn". 

Tha pilot vho flcv the second CAP vaa intervi~....,e(l n~xt. He stated 
tha t he took orr 'lnd Gtllrted to climb llhen GCI told h1in that GOC ho.d e. 
llF;h t . HI! vn5 north of Ellsworth AFB on 1.1 h~nding of 360 c!c()X'cea l ~..lg 
n~tic; "',.(c;,~n h~ unv a light 30-40 degrees t,o h it; right nuo level. a . .! 
th~H:.~hl 1 t '"~\ ~; n .l t 11 r or p lanet but a s he loo!:Ni n·.r1y l t niipearc:d Lo 
' ' ,jump" t'i -?.0 J, ! j•,r•!•!H ln elevation. (Uot.e : Due to the cpl•cd of the n.ir
cra.rt anrl t.h~! t'tt .. l, t:ll •t th•~ pilot wr1o intent on i.d<;ntif,ving the objl:ct , 

I 

h~ vas n~J ~ e . ~•u. t ~ '''t!.,. !>f his p ositions . Al l piJ:Jitlont~ are subject to 
uc~a. E:rrur.) 'I hi.! I i 1 ~1 11 . t.h:P.med to h~ parnllelling hiu Cull.C"~e. The firot 
thing the ·pilot . . I J t .u,; t.o check for r cflecttJns in the cuckpit (i.e ., 
co.nopy, gWluigh t·. i:•n. t , ·· t.c .). He was cw··~ the light vn.1 no reflec tion in 
the nircrtlft. 'Ju· II ' Il L, vh.ich the pi lo t cst im:1ted t.o lie c onaidernblJ' 
brighter th£ln ll <I ., · I c ~ll,:;ed intensity and cimngP.d in c olor- from ~hlto 
to e;reen. \o.'h~n "': .t •. i .. t.: t was firot ai s;htcd, t he nircro f•t vas at 15,000 
feet. The pilo t . 1 '- t r· .!J to climb and the light o.ppen.rc!d to climb !WJter. 
This vas becaus~ ~he •ngle or elevation 1ncrea~ed. He climbed to 26,000 
fee C.. All thia l ·me uoth the rnc!ar blip of b o th t.he obJ~c t. nnd th(1 J11r
cr3ft vere beine1 ~ •u-r ted and the pilot \laD ta l king to t.he c ontrolJ.er on 
IDIF. As thr:: p d t1 •.·r.cd lnto the light. on h i s i n it'lo.l ~.ighting, he 
turned on his r .t :·• • : '•'S Lght. As he S\IUilS onto the t::u-g,.! t , the va.rniug 
light came on. ' ' . w._;~ V&!l obtained since the sight s tn.rt.J to n-..e u.sure 
ut about 4,000 Y'll' •~s. All this t~ight indicnt.c Yas that oor:e thing .. ..,as 
beyond 4,000 ya:1s. 'the light re~Ained on until the cha se W3S broken ott. 
Mter thec:baae, on the 11a;J home, the light blinked on and ort several 
ti~a indicatin~ a f 0811ble malfunction. The sight vas not checked by 
r:aintenunce on ret.urn and bad not been checked sin~e. 

The F-64 chaaed the l~ght for about five ~inutea, or t~ about 5o 
~ilea north ot the baae. The light appeared to 1nake alo~ changes in 
color and intensity. The pilot stated that the light de finitely moved 
in r~lation to the StarS. After the intercept V&S broken ort, the air• 
cra.ft returned tovarcl base. 

. J - ' . - ·- """". ~-- t~ :. . ' ... ) • ~ - ... ,_ - • ... ..... u t \) { J .) -

c·, 'ln .. }~d f"".i7n -r-,ad t ., ·.;n !.te . H~ ;.-;;.t; on A. hP~df '"~ C 1"> r 
.:.t 12-ll~,C0·.) fe~t and the lis-'1-:: •.:as J O o"c::-ecG lo·o~ 
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2 9 APR 1960 

l. l '.le tollov'~ona a na .1Uf!68:Sted a.'lswrs to t.ha quautiona ?etnn.u O:J 
n tbe .~c.t..acn•d lettert 

·•• i~ r.uat. bet 1l "1aY!Ied that. t,•• i· ·~h ;J 1.1bl1c1~ad ,¥•anizw~~n r:.a~ar 
tJ l h-Otil•la( Of l:J J,A.i¥ lJ.,.2, ia t.;a "'M in ~uest1on. 'ihia C .. H W.\lS ci .. t.r
l!:l:t~d ttJ be tar,.t.a cct •ased bf a teM;lwrat,ur• L'lverai~n. 

t. "!'bent ia , .•• , ·~ (Jnl in tne Air .. 1 o.rce fUcta vf :1 ~J tt;ht.i~ ;..~ 

.<inc...,,.. A~il Oft ! J I '!t·W•r 19S3. rhe Klnroe• ca.H, J8 (J IJtll:lttU in 
• 

u~ ~ 'Jt'U booke ;u·u~ .. :.,.,. -•·•b!lcat.iuna \JD vr'J' ~, n;,•:...a t.:'Wt. ..J.n .l l:cr~t. 

"'• t •-:arrled . f .~ . 1 m ti.£1aa fiyi.nte uoject.. ~:ltU'W ts nu c:1_.. 
i.u t, ; ~• ttlea vra1~u t·' .• , : luael] parall•la. t.ilew t; irc•J.,..Jt•r-.coJ•• 

c. lbe ,.j .. ~ 
wttre det.eaiDed • , 

' e fil:a t.ailcen at. 1'reaaunt.vn1 Ut..lb un 2 J •ll.:f 19521 
o" rda, prot.abl¥ ae.a ~~llla. 

d. Tbe Alr !'t1flf-e rue carne• no concl~aion on thtt ;lwt.o.~1·~b tu.n 
uJ .-tr not-.r , •'ax•• oo 2 ;.~ust. 3:.25·). , .... t -:novln& 

• 

".~hat. racllaU• Yll:>-•• ,,., it. t.s the Air !'ore• ouini.on t..lat. spoke.. -
,;;an a~ tt. .• ,,_. •L•liU ~-. t.i.w v'-J"c" waa~ .;n L.-r~.lu.i:&t. .. d .,.po,· tr-'.&1. 
a.OO wae boM8t.l¥ , ~ •ttll~rateq rd• qtJot.ed. 

e. l'be Atr ?···r!l• '·• no• ••n t.Jt anJ nleu• d•t.e ftJr t.n• ;1hoto 
;;r3:)h ta ... b7 Mr • The "nalltal vu 1n the hand• at the ovner 
and he vaa t... t,o •Je rit.b it.. 38 ne ;»l••••d• 

t. Alr ruoe • .,...u.. bae been t.bat, \ben is NJ lnana• in 
radlatl• ._ w ua .f'171nl objeot.e. It abould be ·lftderatood 
t.Mt. MIM1 b•e tor •IV' area M7 tlactuate a rw 
or a lli'llU.._.,., t.hie 1• nonal and ccnat.t.tat.ee no dancer 
t~hat.-..... 

'lhe .Ur Force la not. a~~ar. ot an7 st..ate·•nt., o!"!'icl~l v r .l~'l•r
"~l(•nay ~o :.~" <Jt'!'tc•. ':.:,,.t. .. ;.,.,, .. "l • ..., 1 ~ .. .;e t lt.Ja • 

.. 1. 1he Alr /.) r":~ ·1as no 
··n ~.1 m t.iiied t"ln.n~ ... u .~ecea. 

........ . 
• 

- l- ....... -' ' .. . . 7 • ., 

• 
• · '"" ~ L.!.. 

• 
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..11-. TdE ~~AD.;." SCOPESe AT ABOUT '-.1 ,:; • •• • A "'- ,... -- -1 :~ ~ , ~ t:.7~C \.o PIC='.ED v:) 
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)L ·I I• I 

u •t - , · ) -... 
r"'~ -=> ,...~ ~ tJF ( , ·APPROACHING HEAD ON AT AN ALARMIN~ ~AfE OF SPt.EOe SECONDS 06 

- L:.t. ci t. ~ • A GL OWI NG OBJEC-T- .MAOE -TIIAEE CL.OSE PASSES - AT-HI· S~PLANEe --THE- PILO.:r- 07 . 
L ;;o~~ .)!.:D 1,'-if'-'-E::>JATEL.V AT BAA8£RS POINTe OA 

- :.F TF~ THIS .t:PORT-t - THE . CAP>TAI N AND EXECUT 1 VE- OFF-1 CER WERE. SUMf-,ONEO • _AND 09 
E •·~-"i"~GLNCY PATi~ \'.LS WERE ORDERED AFTER MIDNIGHT. AT 11 "II'~UT~S PAST TWOt THE I!> 

- - -J:•I ~~;-~ OF :., ____ TIJ-1 -JE.T Sl.GH.T.ED A STRANGE, Gl.O\I!ING _ OeJECj __ STPE~'<..I h..!C U~_ F.BO~ It_ 
Q ,r~~ C f~Y ~E~ J ~. ~ . WHEN APPROXIMATELY 100 FEET ASTER~, THE UFO SHOT TO STA~BOAR012 

__ ;. N ' Pt,c_ C f -tC: . 1-1 FOR F _OUR._SECONOS • l T THEN ACCELERAT~O S ~oJ_IfTL Y_ TO . AN t3 _ 
E .:"! ! :.-:A TC:> ..;P t:t -' OF' 1000 MPH -- ANO 0 I SAPPEAREC • 14 

.::CC~-<S ING .. ,; GROUND CR~WK_~NO OrF'ICERe THE PILOT IJiA S V~~y . P.:·LE A~O 15 
F Jli;:.~t '( TE t-:.:Q ·-1-iL ". hE LANOEOe HE KEPT S~YII\!Ge.*I AC TU.\LLY S AW ~P·i •••* . 16 
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Au!'Jat 6, 1 ~'1 . •!lbt- Eerllnle, 

-:., tberlaDI•: 

'Dur!ng t:e- ~at 4qe ot July- aDd the 
t!rat veek .:>! t,;..z.let I took a holida7 aa4 
•1e1ted t~~ :.;.:> ~~- ::ena part ot • OD 
Aupat 6th r ~ .:-riTel la a .-11 a1D1Dc town, 
Kerknc!e, i .:J the eou th part ot the proY1Doe 
ot Ltaburg . r-... rknae 11•• o l.o" to tba 
GermaD bot'Ttc!r, then 11, 1D tact, a broa4 
et.reet d tvtct~t loaatta41aal~ 'b7 barbed. vtre, 
tt.e one· m Lr t,_, tag Eerkft4e aad the other 
balt behu( GenMG." 

"I lntfl t tor a wlk aloDI th1• etreet 
about mt,ln lr;ht. AU va1 qule~. 8uc1denl.7 IV 
attll!atton ""s draw to a !)lue-green light of 
mdera t.e J n t.en!tl t7 1 vhlch raa thrcugh the 
alq .lD u., ~eu t. It came dow an elegant 
noop, nut then elove4 4ow. At tiret I 
thnu~h t • • t.~ bs a meteorite, but it lett 
uo tre. :t . .: •·· r :. ~ •• ~· 4o. It we a ltght 
Hpot nr ········t 1 r: trcnalar ehape, aD4 vhllo lt 
4eeceod-• 1 t; t;; !'\*t 1D rq <ltreotloa. '1'beD I 
.. v vha l • • , ,._ , -· a tl71Dc •uc:er. It~ 
elow]J .. . · .. n l aDA .a uear t I ooul4 
aM It · · \ ,..,.q". -

"I · ~"> ~ • ...,,,. a teet 1 1t 70t1 vaat to 
.._ ... ae a ... ,,, ... ._ • •t.er plate, 

boJ4 1• It' , ... le~, tbeD NiH the plate 
:, '~ '~er tball ecalp level and look at 

lt. '1'! " •.aotl.T tbl relat1Ye aize ot the 
· obJect 

• !'ben : : peal aid atood still in the air 
tint a t. -~•4 t I th1Dk -wae about 1000 :teet. 
ThaD it ·..;~ ~..-.. •ttll further • Bot a 

Wlt4 • na~ vblla lt vaa 1A flight, or 
,._ 1 t • !.c-"..t atlll. I bad a a oPPQrtuD 1 t7 to 
at\1117 j .-: '~ r.uat Ia" baeD ot • aize, 
l'ar btccar t baa the ~ ot aay airliner." .. :Aa I loo up I aav oaq ita unden ide, 
but it started to bo~r arouact alovlJ' 1 a lao 
cbaaa1J:I« ita poa1t1oD, eo teat I cou~ see 
it edp-oa. Oace I could look on it, vben 
it took dn :!cc:l1De4 tJOaitton and t ,...e r.lcon -• II , .:.ovn ; :1 r -; , 

"1 c.1 fot-.t ·.~a ti d i s c , s.l.ight~· dlt.,; 'led i n 
tl•'-3 c.:,11 :-.~ -::- , t!ntl ln t l!.e c~n ,:e:!' ( to!JS IJ.~) e 
c n'h ln with o lop1n~ walls , u cor.d. rlo d :>o:::J 
or ...,1ndo'l19 'lere d i ~ca rn ibto . I r:J co l.:>r ... ~lq 
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j. For t.'le :aos\ j)A~, WoN&t.il)ft c\lneemir.g ii.l:l re~orts i:J a7aU
abla t.o tile p!Jblic, 'b••&. .Jue t,o requL,d ol•uiticati\Jn~ s..x.1e are not.. 
n. 1a tM Air Force ooiDlc.a tha\ U. beat ana•r is c.mtalnN .tn t he 

• 

=l'leat..La itaU.t. 1'be• •ilbting• an 1ntelll~enc• reports, and na such, 
\n inatanc•• other Wom.atton apart. troa the t;FQ ;»or-
tion whioA r:rf req•ai.ft ola•U'toat.ica. 

ic . The Jt.i.r /()rce !.a op4!n ::li."lded on t.hct ~·tb.!~t ot a~ac .. tra'Y•l, a:ul 
awaz-e that. Yt81 art a poasibllity. '!'he present Air l·oree ~·1-
tLon ts no~ to dttlV t.hia poas1bU1t.,-, l: ,t t r:!t;~lttr t(J .:: -.. ~,t,a t h..&t. .. ~ da+~ 
no o•t.lclenoe h•• C4t4f\ to 81tbs~ant,i_.t,.j lh .. , t u:-. ... • :J 4~e lnt.t.r-
jJl.u u• •.a=7 or L"lterStellar space shit>•• 

1 . .I.;) l u..'"\4lr e·r::lurat.ion, tdl'l.:optc or ~a~e 

aa; "dditlonal tnr~ ..... t.ia conceminc ~ J :tJ•a. 

.., -· 

'. ~~~,_ 
f P JILIP 0 • 3YAMI 1 ~\t.cht 

(;ol , USM' Cy lt.a- 17 .ar ~ fr 
Depa\7 tor 5el•n ... '" ec.,o..nt.a 
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'"Two th!:ur• .·,prea...S • sch: ru-atlt, -vbeo it s~'104 -~·· !_ll the rill of tba diac •• 
Ye'rf clear e.tld .~rp, wt •• it atarte4 
moYi~ tb1tt :r1 'bec&IM baSJ' 1 &8 if it bad 
.a• mot!.o~, e ~~nar rotatt.Da, pulaatiDI or 
'Y 1 bra t1c•. : : ou14 oot 4iecerD vbetber or 
not it ~t;~~ed, it ~uat bee•• bblne4. 
neeoDll.r, ar te r look1DI iD'tADt~ at it tor 
nome minutes I felt a verr diaagre•bl.e seu· 
nation 1o my ~r••J th81 felt irritated, tbe 
.,... reeliDS •• after ).Qok1DI tor a loUI ti• 
at a bed tele•ia!oa .oi'MII". 

• 

. 
.. ft"utdeaq I eav .. aeooD4 41eo. · It. bad 

coma ,\,·,vn f r ()DI eomevbere vitbout rq seein~ 
it rn· rl ·'~" tt stood much fartber away. Its 
ebaP't .,!\,_. •ll~bt~ 41ttereot. It, too, bad a 
eU..,l ,t,) ; •tl rt\,.,cl dlec, vttb a cabin, but thla 
cf\lJ t . ~ • • ,, t r, ., ll!d alightl;r troll the uD<l~u"" ile 
e.tt ;~., • . tt ·• • · u • the top. '.l'hle one stood per
t•ect l , ~ . I 'I. , vitbout •117 !IOTe-ot. '111e other 
kltpt · • •l' ' ' :t arou.Dd elav~ OYer tbe G.,naa 
cou~1 ~~ • lt loo~ tor ao.ethiDR· ' 

• 1 t , Baamber 1 lea,..t aw7. It a bot 
ava;~ i!'o n.. aeTeral ••r'l abarp aDRlflll· At 
tbe _.,... "ld'e, tM blue·ar••• b.•• appeared 
asnf n .u .. .er ao• v114 leapa at epeed I bav• 
ne·tet' ... ~ll before, it abot up as a bolt of 
ligh• r. • .,.14\ went ott vlth one vertiea"'L 
tl.a\4 1 ·• • 8 pace. No aOUD4 vaa beard. 'lb e 
otbit · c ' .... s-al tor eo• aecoD4•, thea 
cape , .~ .~ .. 1 1te .a,. aa1 took .,.rttcal. 
le•» 

1 
~"" t: tt tte17 blue etla•k 1Dto epaoe after 

. the otrwr -- a~o v1 ' • · 

• 

• 

"n· r " ~• U. toU.U. ~ la711 tM JJapeiW 

------- - -----------·~.-..----.....;;;:·:....:• 

I 

\ 
I 

• , ' 
• 

414 T.18Dttoa, 1D the brief••~ artiCle•, tba~ 
the obJec-ta were a~o •••• iD three ot~r 
~ ... -,.,., .. . ~·-· " .... - ~ • .JJ , j.. .J .:.. .. .,. • 
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sa ia npl~ tD ,... 1111bmatlaa -
1a ........... ia Allpn, 1965· 

A ...._ or -. ftiiOII't8 tala~ wre 
due tea· .atoll...- ..-traac.loal ~1•• 
to .,.. - .... •loft .... ..,. ,.... newt ~ laJwra 
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t.: ~:~LASS I FlED 

come back in. It ace:;--:!; ·.:, ~:e \IC::;t movjna alr.cc th·~ ulrcra.rt '\m.=: 1~·:pt. 
on a con:Jtant hendinc :• ·,d t.l.P -·- :l.:;le of nzimuth and Cl1:!V,.t.ior• ir.c::· · •.:..:! d . 
The licht w~o firut ol;·;.--.·vNi for 30 secondo, it J'nded, rc:\rpe:!r~d, ~h~:1 

tuded OC·" i.n after 30 ~econdu. 

/'1::; tho pilot earn~ nrowtd the vest o ide or the nir bn.:;c nnd U:P t~H~ 

enst sitle, he oo.v another licht o.nd turned into it to tru:e om ca:.il!:-c. 
photoo. (The photos were no good). 

Di:;cu:Joion 

• 

A vif.ift. \las mo.de to the Wenther Burenu otntion at the R.~~ld Glt,y 
ll.unicip~\ 1. Airport to r:h•.!ck vrJo.ther and bnlloon lnunchc n (r!otc : Th~ a.:..-:
bR.3C J n 1mcht!n nu bR ll (Jr,n.l). The ob;.crv~r on d ut.y looked up tne bn.ll.h n 
tro.ck f nr tiu~ \tn.llno&l )ull.,c hed nt. 2000 ;.:sr on ') /,u~st 19'd r!n:1 l v "~nt 
GOUth from t}.'.: f-1uniclp·l l /,lrport. 'l.his pu t o lt out of' the tl!'t.! n Of t.n'
aight inc.: . D1J.t'' c,n lw~··[· · ; Lnnu wns not u·Nd laiJle an 1 t h'ld h r· t!U forw:J.rd.-.. d 
to Ach .!Villf!, Jforth .... . d :n·t. {NotP.: 'J'hc balloon trncku md vcather 
tor 2Jv0 :.:.:;T c. •• 5 .\ ·. l. d. L•u lHacn r equcu tc:d t'rom AchevU lc. ) 

UrJ attempt 'w(fL:l , , . , t• • ' ·'' <·ont~ct t..he G()C ob::;cr'!i~r.; nt Hllt:kha"..r!c. 'fnc y 
ho.d been intcrrog:lt•.:ol ' • l.u:,c• pcroonnel 0.11d \tare "a ll \!Xci t• ·d". It V£1!; 

believ~tl thnt M ln ·J~·· · Jt'• '·•)r t.u.lkl ng to them \loul d only further excite 
the:n needleaa~ly. f, t ! 11 ,. · •. it~n ~ ingG at. Dis:r ... -u-ck nrc d oubtrul. The Act,_~/ 

s tn tion calldd the n I ol ' ' I. f i l tcr Ct.!n tcr and told thm:l to "look for 
tl)'ing saucera", a l·•·• ,. ·c ~ nat up to oee every otar move around. 

• 
The upper air r •.·:: · " ~h bnlloon trn.ck:s at Loury Yere clwc!~crl . 'l.Vo 

balloons \/ere lost n r- .t .• ._,n l d hn ve l~·~en i n the or:er. o t the tir. . .! of the 
aighting. 

• 

tt. rev commentG _ • . .c :;our~c .J c.: nn be made : 

• 

Co:1troller left r } • .:. hr.pres!l lvn thllt he \las tryin~ to pr0ve the cx! :r 
tenet! o:· nn unidentif t·.!d flyinG obJect . It is very unfortun~-1t.e the.t n ::> 
scope 1':-,otoa vere n ·•·:'-l. ·,.L, l e tt) collaborate hiG ctory. He ll"-V : n:-Gets vn 
the ~=~pe 1 t.1ere is no dc•tl>t about it, but vhethcr t~y acted exnct i ;r n.J 
he at~tcd ia unknovn. 

The t vl airmen t b 1t \lent out::;idt1 to ob:lerve the o·o.ject thnt ....,a~ 

beinz c:u-rled on rada.r ~:md r~ported by the COC we re not nure or Yh:lt 
t ha:t :-; ·.1 , at least th lol 1s the irr.?.:-'!:;:o;ion thfty left . 'l'h~y ~.ere told to 
GO O' •: c~nd l ook 'for n. lir~ht. qo th~:,r Jl\\1 ? ne . T:-:ah• rlc :s.:r i. •, ... i Jn t" t~.:. 
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UNCLASf'f:l~ .. • ' 
A.'l account~ of the investigation by- Capt. Chas. Hardin, USAF, .::r.d 

J. A. Hyne!<, o f •.h ~ r-goorted visual/radar sightings of Unid9ntificd Obj~cts 
at Bismarck, i·J • .Jak.,-:..a. and Black Hawk, s. Dakota, on 5/6 Au.~t 1953 • 

• 

-::e arr.:ve,i in Bismarck at about 19000, 12 January 1954, where Sgt. 

~·lesley ll&rr"J' of the Bismar~k Filter C~nter ~!!t us. :lithln 20 minut9s 

we were at the Filter Center and had been offered rt ~up of coffee. ''ie first 

e Y.3lftined the ot·iglrt:ll 1063 of the incid~nt, l nd Sgt. Ho.rry pointed cut., th1.t. 

the Filter c~·n+.er w~s first alerted at 0515Z 5 Augu3t 19.53, that an obj?ct 

was a uout. 'l tJ .nil·~3 :1outh of Dic~in.:; cn, N. D:J.!(o ta. At. 052)Z anot!111!r ::all 
I 

1 I 

a c:all ·~a:r ~ ·" 
I 

\t nn obJ~~t. ·:as j u:; t :;o• Jlll'o!' ...:D..- ott t '. At 05h2Z, or 23l.!:c, 

Nported ob.J ., ~. 

• .. l • 
.. • f'' .. / L • 

treated IMl\V .. ,n,~::t in the r~pt rts 3'1.0 so' I a 3 1rad i.lm pri'~' .Vily 'lb,·t~ -:1ot i •J ns. 
I . / 

I \ 
Fortuna.t•ly " l I I P•J't'f!H~ l lnr:1 ::.ear )r a n lno a~ s~cn 13 i h'! object "tp ;Je~re~j hs 

I 
checked hi:J ,. 1 1 r t 0 11 on tl'\ct roof' )11: . rking points around his sh04s • Ths - ·- .. '\ ' , _ __,, 

• 

' ' -
r.totion ot thoe •Jbj~~ was t!~ ..... s~e.,.....r' u 1nd1cJ.ted on ph'ltos ;; 1 anci 2. H~ s+AtAd 

• 

t:tat this ~~.p~.1ents t.hT ;mean l!!Otion ot the obj9Ct1 but that in becweftn it 
I 

~.~Yed erratieall.7 up ~ dowu :~s much as orw or two time• the distance bet:w•en ... _ __./ .... ,. 
t.he horizontal "teie~hone wi~s. He insisted the motion 1r.1s abrupt. ~~~ntl1' 

it came tn rath~r rapidlY, but when it r,ot ~est o! the Filter Center it h'lvsrsd, 

• 

• • ·r:; • 

• 

r ·· -"' 'l"' :1 + ·~ t' n .. t "' ;. .J - .: - ' .. ~ • • • '\ 
, • .; 1-, - ~ 
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having difticulty. He 
co.l rea a oning. r.•.! v·w 
relative to the n; ·.H"A • 

t~ok a realistic approach and had done somd 
vtrled about the fact tho.t the light moved • 

logi-

By el111linatin{j do· tutful eightinga, the only thing tho.t can be rea- .. 
sono.bly asaure4 ia that a GOC post obaerve4 a light. This could be a 
balloon or ato.r. Rad~ picked up ao=ething in the general area of the 
GOC poat and vectored nn aircraft tovard it. The pilot s aw n l ight and 
chased it. He got a rndar lock on it, but thia could ha~e been a mal
tunc;tton. The etnr Cn.p'!lla 1a possibly vloibl e low on the horizon to 
the nurth and the pilot could have seen t his. Pending further study, 
this incident la carried ae Un.olved. 

ConcluJion 

Uno clv~rl . 
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\JNCLl\SSIFlED 
Object II '2 , a. t ·..,he time of the passage • of the G-124 , is indicated 

on Fig. 3 and 6. states that the object was almost due north 

and h3d an elev.~ti ·Jn -1hout equal to tr~t of th~ "guardians o! the pole," 
• 

which would place 1 t, 3.bout 30° up. '/te . visited the control tower several 

times, once a t ni ·;h•. t,·dth the sky clear, and had ample chance t o check 

f 03'ltions and conp-:trisons with star::i. has rw.d rnu~h orpo~tuni t :r 

to ('bse~e star!; from the control tO"Her, and it a! ':ar:J inconcei,table to 

rr.eo t hat a m.sn 11i.th lJ years e .'J)eri~nca c.Juld have ". t:.s~ak·~n si.a.rs i or these 

adopts the an.; l e 

3~ r.ti1ea from • \. : -

'" ·'l' • t.hey 

e···an i r.ed th9 o'!Jjoc: rn wi Lh bir.o'';' tlJ.rs and 

rese :1bleJ st,:.rs..T t.h .~i r_ ··1o!..on 3.nd th~lr color 
• 

J ' I') rule out t.hi.3 po~sibili t y. 
,-- ... 

/ -· . 
lt:d al t ttudes of o t il' 2, one 

I 

• 

At, .. .u1y rate , i.!.' one 

' / fi:Hi:J that it ·.vaa aLout 

··t l t.= r c~nter a nd-'about 5,..,U'les fror.t the airport 3-t an 
''\.. '... , 

'!'his is "ob: 
• 

of t""NO fi r;lll"eS: $000 altitude of sh~•,1". ICJ , 000 1 • 

e., t.l..ma ted al t i. t,11de s and 15,000 fe~ t • ~,l .. 
• • 

I •' 
/ ' ~) \ 

I ( I l 

F,l • 4 and 6. Fig . 5 shows the relat ion 

higher than H=1 r· ~--:· . 
\ 

Object il 3 i..s i nd !ca ted on 

---··--of the Filte~~~:~to 
/ ,,,." 

The bearin~ oi' the Filter C~nter ls }21° 

a~ compute4 .~ro~ a scrv or's map of the city. 1s will be noted, from t he 

• 

Filter eeai.~, obj4ct was a little to the north of east, ·nhera as f roo the 
\ \. , 

' ,/ 

+..ower it was ~l."l~JSt,..to the east of north. 'l'hi3 pla:::es it, aL~ost exactly 

3 miles fro. bo t h the filter center ~d the tower. A~~in, in altttud~s t here 

. .. ... .. 
• '--' I "- . ... Q 

.. .. " - .. :~a 

• - · 

JT' - -

I 

~•sc"'"~"".,. ..,... .. ' tr. - , ,...,J -- _ _ .. , • • .,.J ' , J '-' ··-~'o 

orner o f 

'•· r • I • • • 

... :1 ... '1 ~ ·\.. 
.-1.. ...... ' --··" -

r "11 s 

. ... ...... ,.,.,_ • '...,_ ".L"" 
.__, - - u J , r-·rc• • 
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I ' I I • 
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UNCLASSlflEO 

Sh3 maintained t~u.t ~ n the western part. of th-! sk:r it would remain stationary, 

then hop up s~u~r3.l ,. 3 ;rees vary quickly - a l 1no3t instantan~ousl.y - stop, 

f!!')Ve to the left .. ~md T.hen S".Yerve dorm in sort of a sla nting :notion, r apea t ing 

thl!se maneuvers man:r ti.-nes. By this time eve rybody a t the ril ter Center ·,.:as 

v~ry excited an.J, as they said, shaking, because th9y had the feeling that 

3omebo~ was w~tching the~. 

1.1td l : 1JIJ xn • ' r ,J11.:; t ·1b n t rni dnl ,r t. , h o·,vttve r·, ,.he r1.1 t4~ r " ""' ~t·.'! r •,PI);>l a. almo:"'\ t 
• 

o ther objects to the tn!lt. . Ob 1 1r.t if 2 :ns :; i r ·~tcd at 
,- - - -- · ~ 

u6UZ t. rJ t..l 1·4 n ~~ ... : , ,. f w1s t. At U7L5Z mc.t l ·7k: ·.~ t-~~ •) lh~r object:J ~.0713.:-d t.he 

the.3e obj~t:r-- ·'l e ~~ l v ..... n on R' tos J ;).nd 4. 
/ ..---; , ., 

Tha 

best dra·~'lnt!, ·L I "''4 r o tti.on.s and ~)r:rts of the oh.J ~r; t~• co!r.es f rom ._, ~t. riarr:r 
/ / I . 
" / 

/ / and is inc 1 , ! .. 1 1 

' 

Mr. Control Tower, 2~ air miles a~y 

such that th~ rro:n tha tower. 
I 

4 objl!tcts a l!i • · l t no~ ~ -<actly in s311ae posttions. Since th~re ·TaS a 
\ \ 

chance here ol ~ t ting ~ }'ix O!'\ .... . 
objects, we sp•nt 3. !air a310unt >f tine 
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haTing Sgt: ~.a.rry anj Ur. ·,'Tilhelm s~t the re~~~tmbered positions of rt:e ~bjecta 

.:lt the t ~; -124 Glo ter ca. b7 at ·"""~"~"1 tely 0800Z. 1'hu aat.ao-

lishee a Fig. 2 and 4 show the position ot the object at 

tne ttm. of the passage of the C-124. Obj~ct. 1 in Fig. 2 is denoted by the 
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U~lCL'\:S:~· :s . .J 
observer that un~as' all six observers ar~ unable 
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to distinguish a star 

f:-o!!'l ~:1ything t?l~ .~, -r \:c! s tell3.r explanation~il11 not~ hold. Further, the 

anguL~r positio1~ ap~~Jr to rule this out. 

2. Balloons' 

If th~sA objects "ere balloons, they ,.,ould hav~ to be captive 

l..1ll,ona bee3·Js~ of thdr restricted m~tion and the f ..l..ct that t~~Y did ::1ot 

rts'9. Extens L~.r~ in tuiras we~ l!'.a.c!e as to tha ~o3s bil! ty of anjr e:qJeri:.".ents 
• 

r:-:>'n~ on in t.h-lt .Jrf'1a ~t the ti.r.;~ . Tha ·.,-eatJler bur~(u nas cor.sult,.ad 1 since 

='".J:.it: r ;_,.y cxr qr·irtent s cy r r. 
I 

a.:1:i Dr. 
....,..__ ___ .J ' 

-:on:Jul!t~o:l .th·.!-:P3.ther bu~au for "Tind 

• 

cvn:ii tiona. t~~t ti:-:-e. 'i'hf9 .~.-~ , .. a t.he r bureau launr oyfl~ e;~erirr.2nt..-1 

/ / -. 
Dean of th9 ; .. l.~· l' ' rck ]lt.llor Coll'!?f• cons'.,lt.,d to see lf he rr.i. ~h t have 

I 

kri'7,m 0! any ~ · t r £'! • I ftn ts at the ~~B'lk olS l.o 5ee the h'.!ad of the 

r~orth Dakota :: • 1' ~ew of no t~htng. •te asked to check 1:; :nUB, and he als -··--........... /...-----..... 
th'3 hotel reJL . t..-r· ~r tM ~!!st ho~~ in . , and found. .10 na:n~s thst mi. ~h~ 

I I \ v 

have had aey em•· , .... • ori ~\..h ·· c'-:~tl({c ",cpe riment 3 • • ·., .l I k'lwi sa checke<i the 

ne.-rspaper8 for .. ~ ~ . ; e ri~"-. _and a ugh ttl ls inc td~nt 'lfll8 :nentioned, no thine 
• • . 

c!se ~r"~n ~was. fns newspapers dia mention tnat tel eviston ~o.,ers 

roximately thi.a location at the t L":le. Accordingl:', 

the tion was conaulted and he stated that at no tU. 

were a:IS7 expe cax•riecl out "latiYe to the f!Onst.ruct.ion of the towers. 
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