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the tower as from the Filter Center. The angles must be regarded as in-
determinate, and as far as altitude is considered it appeared hicher f{rom
the tower than from ths Filter Center. The altitude is indeterminate since
we do not know the cdistance. All observers said the objects could not truly
be distinguished one from the other. OCne or more objects, then, were visible

from 05L22 until 0850Z, that is, for approximately three hours.

. .o

We interrozated not only Sgt. Harry but lrs

LR S L i

[t dipllp, il ft':*r-:.’. While their stories did not agree exactly (and

this would have bsen suspiciocus if they had) theare “*ﬁ vaneral agzreaement as
to color change, wtions, and the fact that !‘E'é":‘.-bjﬂ_mt'q-mtual.l.y had been there.
One othar telhavior of the object?j:s'wnrthy of mmhn, and 1t was

poiluted out rej=qt «ilyv. AL the *m.ré/f the pa.ﬂsi.ng of the C=12L, the object
closest to it ~-  jacth # h -_ apﬁ‘-'lw}.ink in a sort of a signaling way.

It was likened 'o lLhe signa.l-mf a }b{p\'s si.nal blinker but not as fast.

It was most proncuncad h;r # b, hut they sald it was taken up by # 3 and then

# 2, as though a iahaﬂpuﬂ-df7lflht-o#

\ \
P X~

There ssibility that object # 2 might have been Capella,

althouzh if the motion drawn byull* is to be trusted, this is rled ont.

 k2wise, in the “rianzulation 'rom the airport and the /iifer Center, (0=
ject # 2 appeared to fhe NE of the Filter Center and due th of the tower,
ne tower directicns are to be trusted since the window fagss directly nort
i object # 2 wag saan saquare out of lne i -' 4
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The local rnature 4f this phenomenon should be stressed. The

appearance of the firzt object in the direction to be expected from the

alert from Roller Skate may be regarded as coincidental. Ib se=ms improballe

thouvh certainly not impossible that these wers the same objects observad
near capid City.
e can concluds that there is no ready explanaticn for these objects.
To call them aircraft, balloons, or stars becomes somewhat of a desperation
A

move, though th= balloon hypethesis would be the least objecticnable. 'lhe

cbjects were gtar-]like, chanzed a great deal in ”01&1, and were probably
t

tairly local., "With refervence to the last ﬂé%%;:iﬁ¥*hhew were local they
were not large, o1 at laast the 1i; hta/ff;;anut very bri:;h because the
1iznhts apparent !y wara not much f/ijhﬁer thaj a flrat magnitude star, and
some observers il -\ Lhat O'tﬂﬁxﬁhﬁ{\v’ an:iaeribl; fainter.,

Until fﬂ**hﬁr-ex*lanatéanh‘ Iy coming, this incident must be put

,.-"‘" O
down as one of tha hast/ q&arples o:\\the nxoturnal meandering lizhts which have

haen reported .- ﬁﬂe in the 11tef ture., To do otherwiss would be to doubt

che first order ,,Lu_-a\ biﬁw rs who stood up very well unier con=-
/f

giderable qu.itianing. The*triangulatinns also bear out Sgt. Farry's visual

he dis s, even though such estimates must be subjective.
first ct was 2 to 3 miles west of the Filter Center and

calculations show miles. Cbject # 2, he felt was 6 to 8 miles away and

ex~imates
e stated t

calzsnlations show aprroximately 3 milsg.
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All that zan be said is that if the angles are correct, or even
approximately so, since after all, one person saw the object to the north
and another ouservar saw it to the east, the phenomenon was a local ona,

The objects were not observed {rom the O.F.s around Zismarck though these
had been alerted, and it was not reported in andan, which is just 5 miles
west of Bismarck. They are reported to have a very active (Cbservation Fost.
In Capt. Ruppelt's original report, he stated that aithouch he did not visit
Rismarek, he felt that inasmuch as they had baen alerted to watch ocut for

somzthings they became excited and "saw l1li htse” T 2unnot accept this in-
[

terpratation in the least sinca the ghsarvers ints rru nted were in my opinion

F--__'"Ir
4

s definite cut (Lowe tha average person. The operatiog ﬂ; the rilter Lentar

seemed to b2 very etticient and it qug;;;;fﬂqt that thefigéd recruited very

good people o tha worke Sgte 1::&¢i;vjln paﬁ;t jeular sprears thorou hly-re-

liable and acci mate and is vety.atﬁg"“nn*{?ﬁﬂball.“ I would personally tend
\ ™

to discount the rapiq up;;nf”ﬂBﬂE:s\ttOQ\QQ? the erratins motions because it

is well known t1at p:inf of 1i: htv#atrhnﬂ consistantly will appear to do

very strange ! .=, Hp& for the ﬂﬁ ges of position, especially sines the

N\
objects were aranﬂauzar\hng hours, and the changes of rolor, appear

—— ~
to be substantiated. However, even the color changes may be entirel sube

Jactive, sQitnab when opg filters down the EFismarck evidence, one comes ‘o
objects were observed there which were not stars or
aireraft and if they were balloons they were extremely strange ones whose
presence was totally unexplaifhéd., Tt is most unfortunate that pistures were
taken of these objects, and it 1ls the recommendation ol this report

fature cormunications frem ATIC sghould stress emphatic
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Three kinds of eviisnce are present in the South Dakota sightingss
visual from the grounda, from GOC; radar evidence; and visual from the air.
All visual sightings at tapid City and Plack Fawk were quite low on the
horizone This itself makes matters susrvect. The initial incident which

started the whole.train of events was the sizhting by ''iss _n
at about 0305Z, of an objact which zppeared in tha srutheeasty moved rapidly

to the S5E. changing eénlor from red to zZreen as it :_:‘_L) 50 It then hovared

there for awhile, she said, and tren went back gquite ! nuickly and disappeared

cack of the hills. 4 hen asked *“o estimate the time ":‘,h' wuld have taksn to
/.

SRR

cross the tinuara ol har oute-gtretched hana, - she s itl‘mi"i“i about 5 gseconds.

—

"'—-—'-'-‘_.

This is quite in contratiction to the 0;-‘}:"‘1.5.111 statemsn t*‘: She wasz observing
it from the front stars of a neis bbor/'! "u...t}‘“ﬂ, and accordingly, Fige. 9 and
10 are shots ti n {rom the exact pq ti f the observation. 'rs.duiiieas
Jihgmvho saw the nhj-ct:/g,tﬂ].j;'\rmuua (d at first "it's nothingz but the

red tower 1lij;ht." “1#17 is an ."'\tbnr t;tth red n"&sfru.‘tlan 1i7ht barely

visible from thet, -'r-r-:-hyj This esiﬁblishen at any rate the redness of the

colore The ch_a.nginﬂ..,to_ gmy/ be subjeetive althou-h voth were emphatic
o > '
that it did/ ﬂ"lis- rfcth (rumn were asked independently to draw the »ath of
the objeet[ | ' more or less agree, as seen in Fiz. 9 and 10, CZince

this was the incident, it is interesting to speculate whether *his
was an aircralt. ?iu @, 21though an excitable and rather cocky individ-

ual, and in some resrects overbearing, ls nevertheless rated as one of the bast

;arvers cornected witn the Filter Center, JShe is reput-u %o w Dlanes in
‘.-Etlil and has on 2ecasion 1identified the aireraft ags 4“2 tvre oné mo or o
ld onl inly Do rd t istance. To & direct n as Lo
ad s P ra - - . -
L by ‘] - ew 'aity; PerioQy
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She alerted the ['ilter Center, and they immediately notified the

3
ADC radar at Ellsworth 1¥3. The base is located about 10 ﬁ?Ths_Qiructly

east of Black Hawk and Zlack Hawk is about 7 miles N¥ of Hapia Citye Three

posts therefore formed a triangle and it is most unfortunate that 2t any

given tine objective observers were not present to give directions. lio such

observations exist,and the distances of these objects, if present at all,

are inceterrinate.
(!

:*.:i.:r’n next gtates that she saw an objecl airectly overnead
She vas tha anly one who saw this,

o

which moved vervy raridly to the northe

i-..-.-___

ssible, in my opinion, that I Y, Lt have basn a

=

1’1*3'?-'&?@!', ah-l it- ta 2
She 5 T course, noj che ﬁﬁzﬂﬁ*matanrzk \/

At about ' it time zhe ot s £o hej//}n and went over
Sha vnn. cafter the object had cisappeared

mitaore
* o0 the Aldren

farm, about 3;? 1312 333Ye
to pay a neighboi iy 411}9n¢“t8i1\ﬁho
to irse Aldrsn it was t7l‘/r latter)o\ si

object., It's ponition ib iﬁn*catud}
norizone. *his .:.z.ght. di.‘.l hq_r;n’ was starlike, and in my opinion could

f::mn the star Capella. It mmained in approximataly the same
gl@r two hours. The Aldren boys and the slder Aldrens
no attention to the talk ~f the women outside who

said they saw some atrange object. b told me that he f2lt the women

Finally, he came out and became convinced that some

woroximata vosisior

wer2 just seeing things.
'$2. 11 pointing tao thae ao

o = e los e DR B
3 -3 ' - & & 1--1-- = e ow B

t she had seen. A3 she was talldng
the second, or really the third

Figes 1lle HNote the closeness to the

vary well

D00s j.tlﬂn,

soiznt wasg oresant,

@ in whica to

;] aPPearsd on the scopes. Lt. Stocitham was up on (
L]

!
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He stated that ‘ was excitable, and that the radar sunsicht in his plane
which had locked on was probably malfunctioning. He gave the appearance to me
of one who is trying to back out of an unpleasant situation. He did not wish
to commit himself on anything, and gave the impression Lhat the less he heard
of it in the futura the better. This may be becaus2 he fell he had/ag?Zittad
hinaelf adequately in pursuing the so-called objeacte At the time of the
pursuit, howaver, it must be stated that he had had only 12 hours of night
flyving experienca. 2 substantiated tne point that On moonless nights, it

is impossible to hive a horizon 2loft and that any 1i, "% that is5 seen generally

l; t

appears to be ln sotion, :Zr- had senb-threa xui > men from the radar

roora to take a viasnal looke The genexj;l'—-.:piniun as to thg“}::nr:tpat‘m:y of These

evicied#i that they are not particularly

man varlese There ssamg to be eno

r2liabls, am:l although they statel statements that they had se=en

objects maﬁng are i*‘/}g .‘l.mp:ssib 0 evaluate the correctness of thage
g,
gtatements, All ' 1reoa ran eince nﬁﬁe hee
( A 3
service and could - t %a loecatad t‘cy-‘,quastioning.

honorably discharzed from the

\
= AALTSIS
./— *‘?
As W Rarid City sightings are concermed, we have a train of
' ntirely coincidental, are remarkable indeed. IZven

Zinal sizhting was an aireraft, which is stoutly
denied by the ¢ Jr, and that the 2nd object was a star, which is equally

d2nied by the obssrvers, it appears odd that of all tha ni~hts for the mdiar

snoy atrange oliDs 1T would e on that nizat. The testimony of the pilots
ad best be omitted, since 1t can be taken positivly or n=gatively with ejual
Bazs. 1L1he alearting of the bismarsck Tenter at that critizal tine and thair

i-4
t
i
L
L]
[

2
-

iials of improbavility il tha entire incidents were unrelated znd the product
- : ' » - " # L}OH"‘;GR&&DUD ﬁil w -‘-—l‘ -:- .: '—t :..-
58 alstaxen identilication. DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEA
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baen up for soms time, and ufr.‘ the radar operator, asked him to
have a look aromds For quite a vhile 14 not se2 it (GEENER 25

not present at Aapid City, but arrangements were made to interview him by

phone from Ureat Falls, lontana.) He stated esseantially what he had in his
orizinal report: that he finally did notice the object which was brizht and
star-like, that he observed it for only 20 to 30 se~onds, and that it had
gona away from him extremaly rapidly.

Fige 13 13 the radar scope diagram drawn Dy ’. Uniortunatel

#
i

the radar camera did not work. -, who was quizzed in hospital because

of a broken ara, statad emphatically that the blips had definitely been
Rl

"palnted”, and that 2ach successive blip desisnated on rhe chart actually was

a successive onete 1That is, each sﬂng'f}i—tl‘ﬂ gntonna r*‘n&tt"ei the next blip.

He stated that ne: nadl the Fe=il mg./ﬁl;e EFO mi the scope at the same time.
StocEnan vl cime down b‘”a“ﬂ.?x?ﬁ lc;t rl‘uel,a:.d waedhami’nad been seabt upe.
‘Bt&t&d he had Nuﬁr.haq_:_g_r}\fh:hni;m on the scope until the object was
out beyond 35 mi 3 madbhg nf:rt'th. }I‘he ;\ahar. it is generally conceeded, was

not malfunctionin | *t* 50me people %p the post indicated that reflections, or

"angmalous nmm-ts-tqn" Wénm.

Tharp ia an tntaraat-mg personality conflict in bothglit and .

Szanett is ‘ratea as -xc#ghnle » but pretty sure about what he sees, e =tated,
when asked &\Wﬂ not continued pursuing the object, that Needham had

pecome sO excited that he mas a2lmost unintallizible on the radio and that
Sennett felt it would be best to bring him back to base before something dirmastic

! ‘.""lﬂr""'.
L -,

L ' - X - - | T - - - - - e + s
ieedham was interviswed for am howr and a hall, and of all the
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OPTIRATIONS REPCRT - 3 - 7 August 1953

Several reports on unlidentilied aerial obdjects were recelved this week
including ceveral calls from the Dayton 2rea, Two interrogations were completed
and both sroved psatisfactory toward solviang the identliy of the objacis. One of
the objects was explained as a weatier ballocn launched at Swviphw Crove and the
other was deternlned %o Lo astronomlcal.

The ATIC Duty Officor called A/LC Fuseh sn the operasion Lmediate ascret
meesage at approximataly 1930 hes 557 6 Aug 53 The mmssage contalued 2 detalled

report on an unideatirisd aarial objact cbserved Dy several personnel cn duty at
O S

the Rapid City Pilter Conter a fowv miles northwest »f Rapid Ciky, 5. D,, at 2005
MST, 5 Aug 53. The nessa.s s+amed iaportant esnough to take Lmmedlate agtlion,

Capt Z. J. Ruppelt, advisur %0 Project Dilue Book, vas adviaed t0o come ocut to

the Center to reviev the wsssnae, He called the 740th ACAW Squadron at Ellawvorth
AFB, Rapid City, S. D., aud talked to W/0O Bennett who was the nizht contyroller.

W/0 Bennett stated that h= was on dusy the night of the Ineldant and was very
fani'llar with the sightinz., Capt Ruprelt was sent out t) intarrogate the observers,

inis 13 cne of the Teut ruports ever recelved on tiala nrolect,

A/1C Max C. Futeh
ATIAB.S
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In the ahs=nce of what might be called truly scientific data, and in
the absence of photopraphs or other tangible evidence, the {acts as stated

LUy about a scere of obsarvers separated by 220 miles, are obten to 2 widely

orposed interpratations.
Cne is, that an aircraft was originally sighted, second, that tha

objact observed at the zenith was a meteor, third, that the object in the
north-east was a star, fourth, that quite coineiient L,r the radar showed re-
flection blips, tifth, that the pilots were chasing shirs, sixth, that an

expariment of some sort was going on in Bismarck, mu pnce for which is entirely

/- s st
unobtalnable feom local sources, and that the ﬂ'mﬂ'i'i"ri-"nh was instizated at

precisely the '1we ‘hat the other sebl ﬁf a:t.ra; ge coinecide @ns 220 miles away

causad the Bismaraek Canter to be }T’%,z‘ted. 'y

Thisy, il 24y, is an -amlanat}.on{\/n,/ ne which apnears to strain the

concept of coinriaence 40 ;t*.!“msm:\\ an were the "ismarck incident alone

r‘

1t would be worthy of 1ttﬁ“1 Aon, b \t\fit.tihp' as it does into the pattarm of the

total happeninga ¢ ﬂm; night, it ; | rather phenomenal.

'

The othar- MrpAW

/ /-" T
term very hrmd.l.:r dafineg 5 wareactive in the area.

of course, that unknowm aircraft, with the

ck of f::l.!.n ng data at a time like this is tarticularly cadlorable,
If, for :I.m na had been available at Bismarck to make the trip of a
few miles to see nﬁlt the lizhts were, it would have settlea a lot, However, as

has been pointed out, perhaps the lights hovered in th2 Hismarek area bacansze “-avr
 J -

: ™ - “ 1 b - " = - 1 . =

yare nO% pursusd, where as in the 1aprid City area ey showed extremely radid
o — g

I Y s ; . . £ e . i s ks " . . . ' b e e el =g 3 b
motion on the radar because of pursulit. rurther, the zround observers stated vith
."‘L E = I. _..l.—.- l'- 4 - - - § C il._ L = g . % - it i - i - - —
A -'E."Lﬂ '.'C?":T'L ':tt'jﬂ.-. t- 411:: i1 31‘1 ::.ﬂ.- ,"":'h-“-i .‘u"r!f‘.’! L:-‘J 7 AL L1 5 | :h [ s .‘:
ta9 jets wers ont o1  way the lights re ared 3

S - - r (. i i " -
i LR - & R, . ey
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OPERATIONS RIPORT - 10-14% August 1953

The IEM statistical suralysis being prerpared Ly Project Stork was expected
to he complated thia week but Project Blue Dook was lofrmed that the astudy
would not be complated before the last of August, This analytical study is
expected to be of much help tn this sroject in solving future unidentified
asrial obJect aysteries, Outatanding trends cor patterns are exvectad Lo saow
up in this 2nalysis,

Project Blus Book was informed this week taat Project Ltork has beasun
the oroceas of ohtaining suitable Aiffragction gratings for tas 7Vid2con cameras
that are presently cut !a the fleld, IS is estimated tiat this arffort will
cost approximately 33, 00 and that the orids should be avallanble within 90
days. VWhea the suitabls .rlds nre avallable %o ATIC, tae camersas will be
recallad, grids mownted, und redistributed into the field. Steps are being
made to speed up the ~merations and sxperimentation and manufacture of these
grids.

Capt B. J. Ruppeit departed Daytom cm 10 August 1353 for Rapid City,
South Dakota, to investizats an unidentified aerial object whizh nccurred
in the Rapid City area at 22095 MST on 5 August 1553. Capt Ruppelt interro-
gated the cbeervers, radar and visual, thoroughly and wvas unable to come up with
8 definite conclusion. The story of the observers has made it difficult for
Project Blus Book to establish the ldentity of the object as being a mewn
rasncaensa. Capt Ruppelt has mc—nd-i that further study of tais {acident

|
! > made Yy ATIC and Project 31lue 300K contract W@uronommr.,

°roject Blue 300k 133 received ten renorts of unlidentifliad sevrial objecta
none of whish are of Loo much importance. Durinz “he last w2 acaotas, tha

meer °f Tenarts recelr ed Dave romalned relas!
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UNCLASS'FJED Rapid City, South Dakota O

9 August 1953

Description

Since this sighting was a combined air-visual, ground-visual, air-
radar, and ground-radar report, it was decided that Project Blue Book
would send an investigator to the scene. The controller on duty at
the time of the incident was interviewed. His account of the incident
wvas alrmost ldentical to that gliven in the initial TWX. He was on duly
et 2005 M3ST when a COC post observer called in an unidentified flying
object sipghted northeast of her post at Blackhavk, South Dakota. (Note:
Sunset 1920 MST - Twilight 33 minutes.) She reported through the Rapid
City Filter Center. O&he rvreported that the object was stntionary, then
moved south toward Rapid City. When the eontroller got the report that
the object or light was headed toward Rapid City, he seat 3 airmen from
the radar slte to look Cor 1t visually. They reported a lipght moving
from penerally north to somth at a hign rate of speed. AL this time
the controller observed 2 blips goinz south on the scope. lHe could not
get & dlstinect track tocause of ground clutter in the area. In a few
minutes the COC pnst in #lackhawk called in that the light wvas back in
nearly its original pusition. An alrborne F-8b was vectored into the
area and after a sesrch mnle vigpual contact. The F-0b was vectored
iato the blip that ves remalning stationary at avout 15 miles northeast
of Blackhawk. The ¢ utroller said that he believed the F-0% pllot saw
the target that was (u (s scope. Shortly after the visual sighting by
the pilot, the targ:t started to move on a heading of about 320 degrees
magnetic. Four good !1ips were obtained. Photos of this traclk were
taken but the camera naltunctioned and the photos vere no pood, The

laszt blip occurred . 70 nmiles and at that point the aircraft wis ree-
turned to the base. '@ (OC ohserver reported seeing the aircrarl’'t and
the object, and boti « ¢ moving. The cobject seemed to be cut-distancing
the F-3k. As soon aa e -84 landed, ancther F-04 took off for CAP,
Just about that time, L2 Blackhawk cuc post called the third time stat-

ing that the object was back again. Nothing was on the scope (there
was possibly a target in the ground clutter), so the F-84 was vectored
in on the vigual raport. The pilot soon got a visual and started an
intercept. About that “ime, the controller picked up both en unsnown
target and the F-84. Doth were on a heading of about 360 degrees
magnetic., The blip seemed to stay about 5-10 miles ahead of the F-84,
The chase continued until the aircraft was about 80 miles out, then the
intercept was broken off. The target continued off the scope. AU this
time the Bismarck Filter Center was slerted to look for unicentified
flving ocbjects. When the pilot rat back over thh base, he saw another

Fht. This was not »icked up on the score, 2 contl
a ret\rn on the nelg“: finder Enuip"'nt in the general direction of the
light, it was S000 ree At C023 MST, Bismarck hegan to call in reporis.

The pilot who was on the first CAY was interviewed next. iHe stated
that he had been making passes nt 8 B-30 north of Rapid City when GOI
called and sald they nid a target wast of Hapld City, He searched for

- ™ v

Uf‘un.-._..‘ :: j”-"l"
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Desar Capt. H;rcunp

il
| Vie have be=n s0 Lusy with the 3Black rHawk, S. Dakota case that

I've only just now yotten down to locking over the large batch of aconnme
ulated reportse I must say that compared with Black Hawk, none of thase

| appircaches that incideat in 4interest. There are a few interesting si:ht-
| ings, but on none of these is information suflicient to make a follow=1p

' p.-.“ﬂ.;.‘ L t:lblﬂ .

Of the interesting ones, the very similar si-htings of 24 July and
1 August at Key Weat would warrent follow-up 1f thay vere more recent.
Jith pregent inicrmation [ have no suggested explanation.

The 20 Ju! ‘rrin AFD Texas also holds possible interest {rom the
stanipoint of man«~uvers and the fact they were obaerved from the Control
Tower and by clviltlins of Domuison, Taxas.

It 1is to0o " i thars is not more infomation on Crenla, Ala. ‘These
case3 cover four ssiirats Jayse There is possibly pay dirt in thess.

Finally, 'h» 14l 3limane sigh%ing is delinitely pmuzaling and 4 11
prebably haw to rerain on the books as unexrslained,

As for the iining 30 or so, theres is 30 little inlormaticn con-
ceming those which ot have obvious explanations that there is no per-
centaze whatever in . ullerinz thenm seriously.

Thus, out ci 'he *otzl numbar thare are L independent sets which,
if staff and time wer~ available, would be interesting to pursue, Parsonally,
I vote for sticking »i'h the Elack Hawk case until we have sgueezed it dry,
I f2¢l cartain that if this case can be explained, others weuld follow suit.

— '
Concerninz the Black Hawk case, we are proceeding slowly dut surely

with the investigaticn. Solid objacts are certainly indicated by the eviaance,
3ince the observations covered several hours and s, jhtings were both visual
and radar, 1t is important, in my estimation, that we continue %o npursne this

since failure to identiily pinpointa a oosaible real wealmess in our defense
! set-un,. I hope to have a rreliminary report on this case for vou scon.

m—




70: Colonel Ceorge L. Werisnbaker ATIAZ-5/Capt Hardin/ os/73147
Commander, ATIC 5 January 1954

PROBLIM:

1. To request approval for ATIC officer to trawvel to Rapid City, South
Dakota, and Dismarek, liorth Dakota, for the purpose of determining the ori-
gin of a reported unidentified flying object.

FACTS AND DISCUSSION:

2. On 95 Aug 53 a sighting vas made in the vicinlty of Rapid Clty,
South Dakota, by numerous reliable military and civillian observera. Another
sighting vas revortad rom BDlamarck, North Dakota, on the same date and ap-
peared to be the same object., The object was alaso tracked by radar,
Investigation followsd but without the aid of an astronomer and the case

remains unsolved.

3. Dr. Hynek of Ohlio State University, contract astronomer to Project
Blue Book, has had 'nla case under study and believes that a satisfactory

conclusion may be reached by a joint on-the-spot investigation.

L. Project Blim Book believes that this is a significant case and

should be solved for the pwpose of its possidle scientific value as well
as to discourage !ts use Ly writers vho may draw their own conclusions in

lleu of an official snlution. It is, therefore, recommended that Capt
Charles A. Hardin (in csompany with Dr, Hynek) proceed to Rapid City, 3outh
Dakots, and Dissarck, North Dakota, for approximmtely 5 days TDY.

CCCROTHATION: |
Lt Col H. C. Johnston, Branch Chief

Col W, L. O'Hern, Division Chief

T

Col D. 7. Justice, Cffice Chief

ATI Col G. L. Vertenbaksr, Commander




T e e e R e A ———

v 1:ill!||||||l!!!
2 2 rck, North Cakota

Pre J. Ae Hynek

Cept. of Physics and Astronomy
Chio Skate University
Columbtus, Chio

Dear oSirs

It was been called to my attention by GuiEAN:., chief
_ Fiamarck, North Dalkota, that you wished a description
of the sighting of an unkncwn cbjeck or objects which were visible to
the unaided eys on the nirht of August 5, and the morming of August b,

1553,

The looal sir-raid filter center had sighted two objects on the
cvening of Aumiast "the Cne appeared due west of the city of Eismarck and
the other ia tha rnorthaust,

My firat knowledge and sizhting of these objects were at approx-
imately 12:08 A.7, Aupusk Bth, As near as [ covld tell the one in the west
appeared to be 'y aotly due west; and the other epproximately 50 to 70 de-
rroes north and «n:% -f due nerth es estimated at the KFYR transmitter
location, which | s proximetely 13 miles east of EBismarck.

As to the desoription eof these objects all that 1 can say is that
they appeared mv-h brighter than most ¢f the stars end at tilmes asppearaed to
taeke on a rather (!:'l1 blueish tiat,

They zoi=arad to move in the heavens, but at a rather slow rate
and unless a perayn hraced his head epainst some stationary cobjeet to
sliminate head movement it would be hard to tsll that thay were moving.

The cne in the west eventually disappeared below the horizoen and
the one in the north-east graduslly seemed to blend in with the rest = the
stars until it was no longer visible, The time of the last sighting of beth
objects was about 1:30 A.M,

I hope I have in some measure helped in your research,
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that he was given from the ground station. Obviously the pilot would be
serious at the time, partiocularly since he was told that there was a ground

and a radar observation of the objsct. On reconsideration I bslieve he is
willing to admit that he was chasing a large star, Considering the raliablility
of ¥x the military witnesses at the radar site, the ercitement of lir, P.
and the rolatively poor description of subsequent sightings in the Rapid City
area, I feal that the incident ean be discounted from consideration entirely.
The sightings in the Blsmarck area cannot LUe judged Dy ms but the power of
sugrestion must be considered in these, particularly sines a ccrrelated story
of sishtings was passed from Rapid City to the lorth [akota rilter Center. 1
san imagine the dasren of eredulity that cculd bs lent to the story in the ninds
of Filter Center nersocunel shen I realize that the statements in the cofficiel
report from Rapld City were sufficient incantive for you and the people of ATIC
to conduct an axtensive invastigations Zssentizlly the same information, posse-
itly emballished, was ralayed to lorth Pakota that same night and, to uass your
words, the pecpls !'ara "could not considar the incident in the cocol lisht of

morning."”

My intercratation of the incident relegates me to the ranks of
skeptics and certainly doas not permit scRentific conclusions as suche I do
wonder if perhaps msny of Lthe twenty percent cf unresolved cases mizht not
respond to a psyoh! «Liio rather then a scientific approach. The persentage
of unsolved cases . ! 1. be reduced at least somewhat,

I have tuiz:n the liberty of inclosing sn article® which labels me as a

davotee of Mr. Pear-cn amongzst others, I passed it alongz in case ycu misssed it,
particularly sinece 'ha tone was moderate, The erticle was 1in this evenings paper

and it was most tinsly +*o me,

Trusting ti'at you had apleasant and rapid trip home and that I may be

- of service to you azaln, I am,

Yours truly,

/s/ Allen L. Atwell
Va jor, USAF



14071 AIZCKAFT CONTROL AND WARNING SQUALDRON r
“llsworth Air Force Dase b 4 "
South Dakota

19 January 1954

Cre Je Ae "ynuk
Ohlio State University
Columbus, Ohio

Dear [Dootor:

Aftar your departurs I checked nossibility that Lt., lleedham was
A man who tended to become excited or econfused in omergeoncisse [ discussad
the possibility with several of his associastes and partisularly with his
onorations off'icer, Va jor rAirbrotaher. Contrary to lr. <l statonent,
I found that Lt. leedhan is a very relieble, cool individual with an axcellent
combat reserd. On the other hand, 1 also chacked a little on Yr. GNEND™

reliability., Some ol the pilots of alrorafl't that he has controlled have termed
RSy |0 hanponsd bafore the insident in quastion and he has cppar-
entiycealmed Yown sorpawhat since then as he rrew more asosustomed to his jobe I
also have had a2 ruoort 'rom my ad jutant that Yr. - nas been known Lo exe-

agzerate storiass., iru99 sxarzarations were particularly noticed in ‘. SN s
recounting of pas* Lnasball recerds, Tt just so happenad that the adjubtant has
besn a student ! Lagasball records for some years and ha imnediately detected the
inacouracy of th+ storinaa, He told nc one about tham at thoe time end 4id not con-

tradict Mr. m Lh9 snot basause he wantad to avold embarrassment for him,
Apparently Mr. r will tell stories to improve his prestige althouzh the facts
may not be aceurata. The adjutant and ‘c"r* wara both members of the squad-
ron baseball tesxa !uring the past surmer and the adjutant noted that Yr, YNNES
will never admit that he misht have been wrone, I!a anpgagaed in several sarious
arguments with wpires when it was apparent to everyena, including members of both

teams, that he was wrong.

The above story leaves me somewhat embarrassed, Thare were thrae
members of my organization who contributed to the authsnticity of the incident,

The two Staff and GRS, . .l

Althougzh these facts do not entirely discredit
their statements I do not foee

F__ By adding 'r. il
it appears the observations of all three can be treated skeptically. These military

cbservers are of course the only people to whom I can ascrite traits of reliadility.
Howaver, it would appear that a part of any future investization could apnropriately
contain 2 relisbility investigation of all perscns who of'fer evidence of unusual
sizhtings. I 3ay thias in spite of the fact that I agree with you that observers

= L — 1 - ] I- -l-: "
1914 not Ye automatically subiscted to riiicule,
— e T " : I F ¥ = - . i h
'n my owna mind I have new totally discounted the cntire incident as an
unf'ortunate series of sesamingly coingident circumstances. A liznt was obsarved
> & ground observer which could very well have been Irom a light alreraft. Tals
| : - - " l-l"-'- ] - . | S . -w . ! -

Eing was raported to r. SEEEED =5 & Tlyine saveer. Ur. iR then ia-
taroratad & taryst eon tha soond® as the ob iagt in question aud sant an interqantor
- ."' : - ' . . - ""i- -‘ - "1 . el Ld 5 e "y . . | 1 -I X i ] & L % ¥ 8 “r o p——
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that he was gziven from the ground station, Obviously the pilet would be
serious at the time, partiocularly since he was told that there was a ground

and a radar observation of the objsct. Cn reconsideration I believe he is
willing to admit that he was chasing a lerge star, Considering the raliabllity
of ¥x the military witnasses at the radar site, the excitement of L&-.P
and the ralatively pocsr deseription of subsequent sightings ian the Rapid City
area, I rfesal that the incident ecan bve discounted from coansideration entirely.
The sightings ia the Blsmarck area cannot Le judged Dy ms but the power of
sugrestion must be considered ih theae, particularly since a correlated story
of sishtings was passed from Rapld City to the lorth [akota Filter Center, 1
san imagine the derrea of credulity that cculd be lant to the story in the ninds
of Filter Cemtar persocunel when I realize that the statements in the officiel
renort from Rapld City were suflficient incantive for vou and the people of ATIC
to conduct an eaxtensive invaestigation. Zssentlally the same information, posse-
itly emballished, was ralayed to lNorth Pakota that same nigrht and, to use your
words, the pecpls !'ara "ecould not considar the incideant in the eocol lizsht of

morniange. .

My intercratation of the incident relegates me to the ranks of
skeptics and certsinly 4cas not permit sclRentific conclusions as suche I do
wondar if perhaps ~siy of the twenty percent cf unresclved cases mizht not
respond to a psyoil «Lila rather then & scientiflic approach. The persentage
of unsolved cases . ! 1" be reduced at least socmewhat,

I have tui::n the liberty of inclosing sn articl® which labels me as a
davotes of Mr. Pesar cn amongzst others, I passed it alonz in case yocu missed it,

particularly sine» 'ha tone was moderate, The erticle was in this evenings paper

and it was most tinsly *o me,

Trusting ti'at you had apleasant snd rapid ¢trip home and that I may be
- of service to you azain, I am,

Yours truly,

/3/ Allen L. Atwell
Va jor, USAF
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2 Fabruary 19554

dajor Allem L. Atwell
Comnander, 740th AC&N Squadron

=“1lsworth Alr Force Daase
Rapid Sity, South 'ankota

"sAr ajor)

Thank you "Yor your letter of 19 Janusry. (ou have Leen of
aonsiderable serviis %o uas ia Lracking tals down (urther, and especially
1a ziving us the i hly important cnaracter sidelihtse [ think the
"baseball” example s par-loulerly tellinge I thersiore [sel as you do,
that the inoident roportss (rom Rapid City sprang from, in ceneral, unre~
liable observers, 7o tnhe two lisutenaants, u:nder gquestioningz, were not
sure of what they sam, ut at least they were ~onest snou-h to admit thls,

I agree wiin our statement concerninr reliability checks, asnd
hasten to assure yua that one cf the remsons we came out {n person waa to
size up the ocoservsrs, Speaking rfor mysell, althoursh I think the Captain
would sonour, we are ready to »rite off the Ranrid Cltye<Slank ‘awk ineident
as "information from juestionable sources.” In short, we can't trust tne
2+idanoe, and when 'niy '‘appens in any solentiflio nsroeedurs the thing %o do

ls throw the whola "hiaz out the window,

I would like to ask, Justs for ~ossible [uture refersaoce; with a
rood man at radar sontrols, what are the possibilities of "unimown blipe"
over a lomg period? That ls, out of 265 days, would vou say that unknowns

appear on the scope several tizes sach day? OUmee every few days? A few
times a yoar? I am sssuming blips not due to malfunotion dut to schos, ete,

Vhat I now have to say will surprise you: The ocbaervers at Plas-
rarck I would class as antirely reliadle, It is therefore ilnpossidle for
us 5o write off the Zismarck incident in a like manner, Indeed, I wish we
coulds It is impossidle, nowever, to say that the objeots seen in Blismarek
ire “ne resuls oC suerestion {rom anid L%y, Leocause 1% lmat “weo reonls
1dsnendently (and 13 miles apars) resorsed :ne 20 99%8 i ihout —erviaue
nowladre of the snona 2all Crom Zanid City, Thae ohisats carsiated far -are
743 two hours, 2nd the various chservars arrsed, witnia reason, on theirp
vwi A0£L3,

- o= TY. N
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Despite, tharasfors, the coincidence between Rapid City and
Biasmarsk, in view cf the Jisperity in quallity of observers in the two
plaoces, I think we shall probatly proceed by disnounting the Ranid City
tneident altogether and vonoentrate on the Bismarck ineidant.

I note that you newer cid red around to tellinz me cpesifisally
wathar Needham was the pllot who became unnerved when the jot crashed.

Thanks a-ain for your very real hselp in thise. 1 hope ihs next
time we meet will b under less unusual circumatances,

Sincersly,
Aetginal Sigoed oY
J. ALLEN HYTHEN

Js Allan iymek

cony %o ATIC

jan/ji%
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HARYARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY
TAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

July 13, 1961

Ma), William T. Cciaman
SAFOI-3
Room 4C-922

The Pentagon
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Bill:

On my return from the western swing I find a sizable amount
of accamulated flying saucer material, I want to thank you and Major
Friend, and Colonel Evans for all of the helpful material, including the
suggestions for hinproving our chapters. Many thanks ta all of you,

On vy woestern trip I ran into a daytime sighting that was a
honey., [was dr inyg «n Highway 54 from El Paso, Texas to Alamogordo,

New Mexico, an! ' w14 in the outskirts of the latter city, having just
turned west whe + . ad meets the one comiang from Las Cruces
and the Holloma: *orce Base, The time was 4:00 p.m, The sun

was shining, alt «+ the sky was heavily clouded toward the west, It
had clearly been raining in the mountains and heavy dust storms had
forced me to gtop 'vo or three times along the highway, [ was suddenly

startled to see a «waped formation of flying saucers heading eastward
directly toward | ey appeared to have a reddish glow and were
moving very ra; . nad the impression that they were nearly at

cloud level, Th«#; - yroached me rapidly and suddenly seemed to drop
in on me, I then - .lized that they were merely a grouping of tumble-
weeds carried aloft 1n the heavy wind, They were, perhaps, some
hundred feet over ..«ad, The weird glow was caused by the illumination
of the setting sun. «eep this in mind for similar reports,

r/ Mrs. @R and I have been struggling to interpret the

1 famous Rapid City, South Dakota, case of 12 August, 1953, The report
has 80 many features that are suggestive of the mirage of a star, that

we have strongly ieaned to that interpretation., The bright star,

Capella, which happens to be circumpolar at Rapid Clty, L3 adaad

very close to the horizon, just east of norta, We do not nave very

good times or 2stimates of the total duration of the s ghting. I

wonder if you have any additional material that you could send us, in

view of the importance that the UFO boys attach to this sighting. In

parxticular, we should like to know what is the radiug in miles, of th
- - = = k= = '...,‘..]; syt
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Maj. William T, Coleman July 13, 1961
-2

that a very sizabiz fte'nperature inversion was present, and this wa s
ample to magnify some of the radar and optical effects. The radar,
especially, couid have been deflected back to the ground and the
moving object might have been some secondary reflection from the
plane itself., Is there any additional information about the man who
claimed to have checked the UFO against the triangle of stars, and
deciding that it moved with reference to those stars? Sounds that

it might have been autokinesis, unless this motion was really very

o A - —"“—-hq

A o i &

' sizable,

E e Lo f,,.“dl

One further question that we have. A study of thé il -
JPE. c 2 se indicates that the UFO was merely & meteor, Appar-
ently this was 2 onsidered solution in the early days, We wonder
why tt was abaovianen, A :

Thank y « for the additional sightings, all of which are useful

and lend fresh: - « i 'he book, Also, I think you were going to send
me one from (. in, where airline pilots reported not only seeing
a saucer but ¢ .+ roughness of the air which, according to your own
observation, w..: _ue L0 forest fire or oil well fire, or something of
the sort,

Again, + ' our many thanks and best wishes, ]l am

Cordially yours,

DHM:gq

P.S. I'm scheduled to be in Washington on July 26, If time permits,
I may run over to the Pentagon and talk with you some at that time.

DFM ot ‘;; 1A e ""f;'/-l' 2 ! a2

CC: Maj. Friend
Col., Evans
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<:>I about 20 minutes wes. and south of Rapid City but saw nothing. He re-
turned to base and wns atout to land when he observed a light northwest
of the base. He srarted out on & heading of 350 degrees megnetic, the
= object was high (30 deg - 45 deg) at 1l o'clock from him. He checked
the possibility of a reflection and determined that this weas not the
cause., He continued his course keeping the ovbject at 1l o'clock for a
better view. After about 30 seconds, it disappeared then reappeared
for another 30 seconds at the end of which it abruptly faded and was
not seen again., The obLJject was silver in color and varied in intensity.
It apneared to “pull away" because it got smaller. The comment as to
size was that it was "brighter than the brightest star I've ever secen".

The pilot who flew the second CAP was interviewed next. He stated
that he took off and started to climb when GCI told him that GOC had a
light. He was north of Ellsworth AFB on & heading of 360 degrees mag-
netic when he saw a light 30-40 degrees to his right and level. He
thought it was a astar or planet but as he looked away it appeared to
"Jjump" 15-20 depgrees in elevation. (Note: Due to the speed of the air-
craft and the Facl that the pilot was inteat on identilfying the oblect,
he was not exactly aure of his positions., All positions are subject to
some error.) The light seemed to be parallelling his course. The lirst
thing the pilot did wus to check for reflectlons in the cockpit (i.e.,

i:) canopy, gunsight bend, ete.). He was swre the light was no reflection in
' the aircraft. ‘[t light, which the pilot estimated to be considerably
brighter than a st ., changed intensity and changed in color from white
g to green. When 'hw obiect was first sighted, the aircraft was at 15,000
feet. The pillot siarted to climb and the light appeared to climb faster.

This was because the angle of elevation increased, He climbed to 26,000
feet. All this (iwe both the radar blip of both the object and the alr-
craft were belne crnu'ried and the pilot was talking to the controller on
UiF. As the piilot turned into the light on his initial sighting, he
turned on his raia- Jonsight. As he swung onto the target, the warniag
lizht came on. !lo .ange was obtained since the sight starts to messure
at about 4,000 yards. All this might indicate was that something was
beyond 4,000 yards. The light remained on until the chase was broken off.
Alter thechase, on the way home, the light blirnked on and off several
times indicating a vessible malfunction. The sight was not checked bty
rmaintenance on return and had not been checked since.

The F-84 chased the light for about five ninutes, or to about &0
miles nerth of the base, The light appeared to make slow changes in
color and intensity. The pilot stated that the light definitely moved
in relation to the stars, After the intercept was broken off, the air-

craft returned toward base.

1 . - r,-‘ -
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About 20 mileées out of base nhe g0t & visual 564 & simi.ar light
changad from red to white, He was on a heading of 1 deprees nmagnetie
at 12-14,000 feat and the light was 10 degrees low to tae right. He
Wi DL il WAS et + Qun 5 1 @ hills outv hanged hi
thought it was a car golng around curves in the hills ¢ change
mind when the red and white lights were of equal intensity. Thi
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; C. HCiAL FILE COPY

:' AFCIN-UE2 /Maj Friead/arc ~7216/tyned 27 Aor 60

Request for UFO Information (ir “) 2 9 APR 1960

SAFOT=3d (1a) Tacker)

1. Tae following ars sulzested answers to the gquestiona penneda Uy
ngllin the actached latter:

7. it must ba assumed that Liae nuach publicized vasnington racar
al;,nt;l.m: of 17 July 1)52£ i3 t.e vne in question, his case wis detare
ninad to be targeta caused by a temperaturs invarsion,

s Theres 13 no record in tne Air “orce {iles ol a sighting ol
Linease AFB on 7] sreasber 19 ‘he “inross case, is outlined in
sevaral DOOk® and o aer ombllcations on ui'd's, olales Lhat an aircralt
was carried away (v un unidentified flying ocject. (hemw 1s no case
in the r'Lles walzen won closely parallels Lhese circumstancas,

¢+ 1he objee « + e filas taken at iremonton, Utah vn 2 Jaly 1992,
ware determined '« « Lirds, protably sea gullas.

d. The Alr Forre rile carries no conclusicn on the ghologiaoh taken

by dAr MG . 2-r Asarillo, lexas on 2 August 1258, ot “nowing
what radiation vasor ia, it i3 the Air Force ovinion tnat some 3DOkes=

nan at the tlae “uev . islad thal Lie oUjJect was sn Lrradiated vspor trial
and was honestly '+ ‘»liderately nis-quoted,

@. The ALr 7oree ‘.3 not aware of any release date Tor the photo=
;racsh taien by Mr o The origzinal was In the hands of the owner
and he was free to do vith it as ne pleased,

f. Alr Porce sxparience has been that there is no increase in
radlation due to unicentified flying objects. It should be :nderstood
that the normal background for any area aay fiuctuate a few hundredths
of a milliroentgen, this 1is considersd normal and constitutes no danger

Wwhatsoever,

Ze 1he ALr Torce 13 not aware of any stateaent, officlal or other-
Wi%sm, o7V A zovernmant agzency o the arfacn that (M'a are 0ace 11i0s.,

Ne 1he ALlr rores nNas no specilic mowladze of inlrared “racg ng of
vnidenuified flyung cbjecna,

- . t vy ey -.‘ 1 - Y i ® o - o ] Y £y - N &
Lls The Alr Porce rile containa no record of a report at sarter's
nty | Jlrl .d; Jr m 9 AuZuss L*wg, in fact, nNo ra3ort frug cavall
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AVG . 0y 1953 _S:ARIERS POINTe/HAWALL vw IKEYHOE=1955 P 63) 3 WITNESSESOO
\WGEGUET 61 EETWEEN S P."lr—%ﬂ T AT LZ1°F 7% LISHTED QR JECTSe SOMEOL
0V K Gy SOME MOVING SWIFTL vE & 2 Ik WAl ~REAa. ESPECIALLY O
NEA £ RBERS POINT (NAVAL hxi ETAYTLO L el .  MANY OF THESE UFO0=S o -
vE R CEN BY THE CONTROL_TOmERe GTHE Y 21L0T: TWES CowesCTE AFPEARED AS 0%
it UN THE RhDuH SCOPESe AT ﬁBQIJT Y ~sVe A Nn ! .CT ON PATRCL PICKED Ul:"' 05
[“€ < 12 AF A UFG -APPROACHING HEAD ON AT AN ALARMING RATE OF SPEED. SECONDS 06
| CLAT R A GLOWING -OBJECT MADE -THREE CLOSE PASSES-AT HIS PLANEe - THE PILOT- 07
| LONOED IMMEDIATELY AT BARBERS POINT. o8
; - TER THIS EPORT.THE. CAPTAIN AND EXECUTIVE OFFICER WERE SUMMONED. AND ___09
| £ CSENCY PATROLS WERE ORDERED AFTER MIDNIGHTe AT 11 MINUTES PAST TwOe THE 10
~FILUT OF A Tv-1 JET_SIGHTED A _STRANGE . GLOWING OBJECT STREAKING UP _FROM - -
of ALY BEHIND . WHEN APPROXIMATELY 100 FEET ASTERNy THE UFO SHOT TO STARBGAR’DIE
| Rt PACED THE Tv=1 _FOR FOUR_SECONDSs IT THEN ACCELERATED SWIFTLY TO AN 15
c MATED SPEED OF 1000 MPH == AND DISAPPEARES e 14
| CCORDING TC GROUND CREW _AND OFFICER. THE PILOT WAS VERY PALE AND 15
| FIBTOHRTENID WHEN HE LANDEDe HE KEPT SAYING: #! ACTUALLY SAW HIMeee¥ 16
| \ PR AR AR *****'**********'****ﬁ*ii**h**iiii**ii***iii*****I*I***I***'**17
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Oavpssane OST
N

August €, 19%3, =ighting Kerkrade, g
= therlands: |

During t:e «st days of July and the
first week of ‘uzust I took a holiday and
vigited the Lnuvnern part of Holland. On
August 6th I arrived in a small mining town,
Kerkrade, ia the south part of the province ,
of Linmm Zarkrade lies close to the u
Gorman border, there is, in fact, a broad
astreet divided langihumuy by bn.M wvire,
tha one-halLf balng Kerkraede and the other
er hi“g ﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂ.

"I want for a walk along this street
about midaight, All was quist. Suddenly my
atteanticn vas dravn to a Blue-green light of
moderate intensity, which rmp through the
sky In the East, It came down an elegant
swoop, aud then elowed down. At first I
thought i+ to ba a meteorite, but it left
po trail ¢ '« as these do, It was a light
spot of tnscly oircular shaps, and wvhils it
descendwd 1. cams in my direction. Then I
sav vhat '* way -« a flying saucer. It came |
slowly " ~<uvis » and s0 near that I could -

(T 1t ‘o Nearly”.

"I 14« wde a test: 1if you want to

know how si:g | eavw 1%, take a dinner plate, |

o - -

= p— g W

- - —

- —

hold it at arms length, then raise the plate
somevha: .'ar than scalp level and look at

it. 1la ¢ wiactly the relative size of the
- object | l
* Then torped and stood still in the alr '

first at .nat I think was about 1C00 feet.
Then 1t vowe atill further down. DNot a
sound wa3d icamd wvhile it was in flight, or
vhen it swwod atill, I bhad an opportunity to
study i= '* rust have been of enormous size,
far hiuu than the wing span of agy airliner.
"As I looked up I sav only its underside,
but it started to hover around slowly, also
changing its position, so teat I could see
it edge-on. Once I could look on 1t, when
it took an icclined vosition avd t‘ha meon
1kown o3 1§
"Its fom waa & diec, slightly dlshed in
the center, and in the center (topside) a
cabln with sloping walls, & cone. No doors
or windows were discemible. Its color was
grey. When it came down 1%t was givi ‘*g of f a
blue gresn hrﬂt As soon ag 1t bad stoppad, |

L]

.'1.-'

.
Ny -

ll'i--# R, T '- - - ..-".F". * Al ':'..r'. g

?;' | g T L8 A u_l-n '{'Ii — 4._,’_ { = -r... ) v
nct.l.: 28 2 grey-enameled ran, aumwhnt g.auy
vhe@ the moon shown om it, btut not 'polished’.
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/ {for the entire month of dugust 1953.

Je For the most past, information concerning UFD reports is avalle
able to the public, oot due to required classilicaticn, soue are not.
[t is the Air Force opinion that the best answer is contained 'n the
question ifitself. These sightings are intalligence reporits, and as such,
\ in cartain instances contains other Information apart fram the UFQ pore
| tion which may require classification,

ke The Alr Force is open minded on the =ubjz2ct of space travel, and
aware that snace visitors are a possibility. The present ilr lForce posle-
tion 18 no% to deny this possibility, btut rather to stale that Lo date
| no evidence has Cean discovered to substantiate Lhel "I T2 we nters
plarmtary or interstailar space ships,

1. N0 lunar cxploration, telescople or space probe, has revealed
I any additional iniormation conceming /17i's,

2. ./ > irwes 18 as [ollows:

*
ﬂ““k. 1. ‘.

1 Atche
Cy 1tr 17 lar 50 fr ekl

Deputy for Sclemess o Components
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»pyo thiogs (spressed me mich: firstly,
) *nthorilofthn disc wvas
tarted

some motion, eitneT rotating, pulsating OF
+ +suld not discern vhether or

gome minutes

pation in WY ayes;
looking for a long time

pame feeling ae after
at a bal television gcreen’ .

wenddenly 1 sav & second disc. It had
coms down from somewhere without my seeing
it arrive. 1t stood much farther away. Its
ohape s 8lightly different. It, toO, bad a
allahit 17 dlabed disc, with a cabin, but thie
cabla rotruded slightly from the undersile
as well aa (rom the top. This one stood per-
rectly #t1il, without any movement. The other
kept * avina around slovly over the German

coun .« * 1t looked for something.
. .1, Fumber 1 leaped away. It shot
avay . 1,2 several very sharp angles. At

the pame Glne, the blue-green me ap
agnin. AL ter some wvild leaps at epeed I bave

naver +«n before, 1%t shot up ns & bolt of
lightc = and went off with one vertical -

flaw: - 1 apace, No gound was heard. The
otha: . ..mained for soms seconds, then
capst 2 .2 ite edge and one vertical

did mentiomn,

qaaryy citles,
Mr m

faarlaon-N, Holland

o i i
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February 17, 1966
Mrs ‘/ah/ SAFOICC/72842/17 Peb 66
Czar MNr. DRy :

This is in reply to your letter requesting information on
the U0 sighticgs in the mid-VWest in s 1965.

A study of the reports indicates that the sizntings were
due t0 & temperuture inversion which caused astronomical bodies
to appear t9 change colors and move vhen vieved through layers
of the atmosphere.

I am inclosing & surrent report on Project Elue Book. This
report contains statistical data through the year 1965.
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UNCLASSIFIED

came back in., It seeir2d %o be west moving since the aircralt was Fepd
on & constant heading nnd the angle of azimuth and elavation incronoed.
The light was first obtserved for 30 seconds, it faded, renppearcd, hed

faded apain after 30 seconds.

As the pllot came around the west side of the air base and up the
east side, he saw another light and turned into it to take gun camera

photos. (The photos were no good).

Discussion

A visit was made to the Weather Bureau station at the Rapid Clly
Municipal Alrport to check weather and balloon launches (Note: The air
base launches no balloons). The observer on duty looked up the balloon
track for the balloon launched at 2000 MST on 5 August 1953 oand 1i¢ went
south from the Municipal Alrport. This puts it out of the area ol inc
sighting. Data oa inverslons was not available as it had been forwarded
to Ashaville, North Carolina. (Note: The balloon tracks nnd weather

for 2000 M4T ca 5 Auvwual iaa been requested from Asheville.)

No attempt was nnite Lo contact the GOC observerg at Blackhawk, They
had been interrogated ' Lase personnel and were "all excited". It was
believed that an inv:a'i 1tor talking to them would only further excite
them needlessly. Al! i sintings at Blsmarck are doubttful. The ACEW
Station called the ' .k Filter Center and told thea to "look for
flying saucers”, a pori - set up to see every star move around.

The upper air recoorch balloon tracks at Lowry were checked. Two
balloons were lost n i could have been in the arees nt the time of the

& 1ght- ing -L

A few comments 2. .2 sources can be made:

Controller left tle impression that he was trying to prove the exls
tence of an unidentifriod llying object. It is very unfortunale that no
scope photos were avallable to collaborate his story. He saw targets on
the scopa, there is no decubt about it, but whether they acted exactiy es

he stated 1s unknown.

The tw? airmen that went outside to observe the cvject that was
bpeing carried on radar and reported by the GCOC were not swre of what
they saw, at least this is the impression they left. They were told to
go out and look for a light so they saw one. Their description rits

.

e teor. Iioe)y Ly 529
3¢e it retwrn north, only zo souta,
The first pllot only got a glimpse of a light so he could not add
much.

. . ' - . "‘ Tt

second pilot zave the impression of veing on tae vall
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“UUNCLASSFIED

. : An account of the investigation by Capte. Chas. Hardin, USAF, and
Je Ae Hynek, of the raported visual /radar sizhtings of Unidentified Objects

at Bismarck, H. lako<a and Black Hawk, S« Dakota, on 5/5 Augzust 1953,

We arrivad in Bismarck a2t about 1900C, 12 January 1954, where Sgt.

Wesley Harry of the Bismarck Filter Center met us. Within 20 minutes

we were at the Filter Center and had been offered a cup of coffee. e first
examined the original logs of the incident, and Sgt. Harry pointed cut that
the Filter Center was first alerted at 0515Z 5 August 1953, that an obj=ct

was about 70 miles south of Dickinson, N. Dalotaes At 0523Z ancther call

came in stating that an object was 15 miles north of lapid City. At C5352Z

a call came in that an object was Jjust southial *ﬂ'*:'r:;:"\t*. At 05422, or 2342C,
.
3gt. Harry =1 .'ad an object from tha Filter Center r*:*al".‘.:-}i{a had gone out
) _ )
on the roof Lo look toward the S0 f.;.,a’/iﬁn if i‘l:er could s=2e anything of the

f,..i & J
e ’

reported obj:ct., WK e gl

y
LY

Res Fiy. ¥ 1o S_Q. Ha:::_r"jr,-"ﬁf description of the object has been

o p—_—— \ \1I
treated many 'lwes in the reportsang ao“{ asked hiim primarily abon® motionse
\ \ |
Fortunately ‘v 1 powar lined naar;l*:? aniso as soon 13 (he object appeared he

checked his vost i ongghq :\_—??,rkim points around his shoes. The

motion of the abj:gf was dasc as indicated on photos # 1 and 2. 2 stated
tnat this fgpnamts t.h;}man motion of the obj2ct, but that in between it
moved cmt.ically up a.n;';dm as much as one or two times the distance between
the hﬂrisonta‘fm\{ﬁan wires., He insisted the motion was abrupt. Arrvarently
it came in rather rapidly, but when it got west of the Filter Cen%ter it hovered,
moving up and aown.

'.f-I".‘J-‘ spent most of her time watching this ohject and her evidance

1as ossentially the same 235 that of Harry althouzh rcha did not se= it as soon.

DO'-!!'NGR.-\.DED AT 3 THEAR INTT00W D
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having difficulty. He toeok a realistic approach and had done some logi-
cal. reasonling. FHe was vorrled about the fact that the light moved
relative to the stars,

By eliminating doubtful sightings, the only thing that can be rea-
sonably assured is that a GOC post observed a light. This could be a
balloon or star. Radar picked up something in the general area of the
GOC poat and vectored an aircraft toward it. The pilot saw & light and
chased it. He got a radar lock on it, but this could have been a mal-
function. The star Capella is possibly visible low on the horizon to
the north and the pllot could have seen this. Pending further study,
thls incident ls carrled as Unsolved.

Conclusion

Uasolved.
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UNCL&SSlFlED
Object # 2, at Lhe time of the pasaage'ﬂf the G=12l;, is indicated

on Fige. 3 and 6. 1rro. “ﬂates that the object was almost due north
and had an elevation about equal to that of the "guardians of the pole,"
which would place it about 30° up. We .'irisi‘bed the control tower several
tines, once at nich*t with the sky clear, and had ample chance to check

rositions and comparisons with stars. AR 1os hod much orportunity
to observe stars f{rom the control tower, and it aprears inconceivable to
me that a man with L} years eperience could have ~migtaken stars lor these

cbjectse Furthermoce, Nr. P ¢anined the objects with binosulars and

pointed out thab thonch theay resembled stars -thalr r*tr:r!lnn and their color

changes weare such +5 to rule out this possibility. At mu;:‘ate, il one
e 9.

adopts the angli:- 't altitudes of opj +:q§‘2,;_ one finds that it was about

7 |
3% miles from t'i» “iltar Center Brl'id’ about 5 '(d.le: from the airport at an
altitude of ahmmt 10,000', This is b&a/ as a mean of two figures: 5000

and 15,000 feet, | "‘1{ mﬂea}'q, cnnsiatan?ly eatimated altitudes

k. "\
higher than Ear™. . i | |

Cbject # 2} is indicatad on F!. U and 6. Fig. 5 shows the relation

of the Filtafi"_aam to th The bearing of the Illter Center is 321°

as compu fm a surveor's map of the city. As will be noted, from the

"ilter Ce k objact J was a little to the north of east, where as irom the

tower it was hIl‘thr"to the east of north. This places it almost exactly

3 miles from both tha filter center and the tower. Again, in altitudss there
ome disersrancy, cut taking the mean ol J3,000'" angd ¢, 0", we st something

o the order of a mile hiche.

| I:.- - J - " B T '-' 3 ¥ . -l ] t fam -h-'n-._
that object # 2 was the hichest 4 2

r - - - i P F ™ .9 ; - - " L i L] % " > e W LRl - "*-1
- 3,,3,1", m?’ e i = -r"'_- _.'”I “ 1..._;.- e ;lpl"- | 'l.i'-j"‘j — - - ..!..L-'ﬁ: .1',' . | d ...3.:':5 hﬂdﬂ :""'J' -.-::.",
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She maintained tiiat in the western part of the sky it would remain stationary,
then hop up se2varal c:2iurees vary quickly == almost instantancously -— stop,
move to the lef't and then swerve down in sort of a slanting motion, repeating
these mansuvers many times. By this time evarybody at the Filter Center was
very excited and, as thay said, shaking, because they had the feeling that
somebody was watching them.

This orizinal western nbject disappeared sometims between midaicht
and 1:00 am. Just about midnight, howsver, the i‘ilt-;-r; “enter peopls almost
Simaltaneously saw  other objects to the east. t‘-'bj-.zr:t # 2 was sighted at

0611Z to tha rnorth of easte AL OTLSZ and iTT:““-* gy mhqr objects toward the

east were gaan, lle plots of these obje‘l:fi‘;‘a e glven on'ghotos 3 and 4. The

best drawing ! thea positions and ,t;d}:t/na ﬂf +he obj2cts comes from Sit. Harry
and 18 inclulat 19 [lge HAe \‘ P s
Mr « WS #:s .Loca;nd_a\tha Control Tower, 2% air miles away
it Ny

such that tha "jltar Larft)ar had a mw; )‘ 321° from the tower, He saw all
4 objects als>, b nal‘l ?mctly :ln)hb same positions. OSince there was a
chance here o! ,,-:t,ti.ng d\]‘.‘ig: :Lt.)t objscts, we spent a fair amount of tinme
having Sgt. Tjarry and Mr. ﬁilhuln s}:t the rememberad positions of the objects
at the t f a Ce=l2h Glo ter came by at aprroximately O800Z. This astad=-

the time of the passage of the C-124. CObj2ct X 1 in Fig. 2 is denoted hy the
REN, ‘tntad that the bearing of object ® 1 sas 264" at an altitude of

1 &= B -
- i.—. {1' i, '-.'.-il .-:"3
ct ouf mile and a

3 o - B i & :l_."' . - & -\. - . ey - - = - iy E w ‘_r':. ¥ ] i—‘.,-i
hall west of the 'ilter Lanter. II one adopts 2 mean valuas ol altituds, the

L] s = i
ol N o« W= B, - . - T - e = §
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nany changes of color would aprear to rale out a star.
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observer that unless all six observers are unable to distinguish a star

from anything else, the gtellar explanation ﬂ"i'll not. holdes Further, the

angular positions appear to rule this out.
2e Balloons:

If thesa objects were balloons, they would have to be cactive
balloons because of their restricted motion and the fact that thayl did not
rise. Extensive injuires were rmade as to the rossibility of any experiments
poing on in that area 2t the timee Tha weather buméﬁ was consulited, gince

in pravious years there had bean some cosmie ray e *'Hr".l.mentﬂ bty Dr. N

- 1
and Dr. . (o toth cases they had ~onsultad. the we&ther bureau for wind

conditions. '« wssatner bureau knew of erimenta aih@ut tires. The
~N
" Dean of the Elanurck Junior College consylted to see if he might have

Y ,
! Hyéhk us Lo see the head of the

known of any 2+t o “iments at the ¢
of nothing. We asked to check

.

\

North Dakota *ii+ us=2um, and he als
/’

", and found no names that mizh+®

fﬂ“‘-

the hotel regi.:. r of thé/ﬁast. hode
\

¢ experiments, 2 likewise checked the

have had any conrection with seient

newspapers for ' ! ,eriqcl. and a ugh this incident was mentioned, nothing

else buﬂn’{uﬁn Lt was.
were being nh-nemc at

2 newspapers did mention that television towers
roximately this location at the time. Accordingly,
tion was consulted and he stated that at no time

were any expe carried out relative to the construction of the towers.

3 Aireraft:
All obzarvers are reasonably well 2:parianced with 2iremass, vizh
of course iir« WR: Leing the M"authority" among the chservers. Aireraflt mmst

lafinitely be ruled oute The only hope 1s that tlese were balloons, but in the

-.’."’H-!f‘tr‘:i of any evidencs for exveriments goinz cn at thne tine, or of these li-hts
2TIAR a5 Sall s S5 aDTeai . daspartRtion solutione.
» R povvcranen
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