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5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

6. TYPE OF OASERVATION

"

8. PHOTOS
m.. (*'L.......-: k;'.':.q.:‘:i'
O Ne

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yee
e |3 s.p:‘l | ‘l!oduté, Cal. (photo neg)

FTD ser 43 0329 (TDE) rprovicus sdirions of thie form mey bo woed.
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¥CDESTO, CALIFORNIA
] SEPTEMBER 1953

A newspaper photogr-apher and a news reporter, for the same
paper, sav a yellowish white light at 7:45 p.m., PDI', 3 September 1353.
Toe lizht seemd to ba adbout ten degrees abova the horizon in the
direction of the Modesto Airport. The witnesses zaid it appeared to
remain staticnary as they drove a distance of about aore mils Zast
wrhere Lt vanished from view. They beligved it %o be an alrco=aflt with
landing ligat on (lying the upwind leg at lModesto Alrport.

[he news paotogrspher took his camera Lo Lhe newspaper Sullding
and set it up on ‘ha roof in the direction he belisvaed he nad seen
the light. He !.* nis samers unattended with the shutter open for
about four hours. = developed the fila on O September 1553. When
he noticed the elliiptical light and could not explain it, he called
Castls Alr Force lase.

The exposure =« wde with a speed graphic camera, set on 22 and
unattended except ror opening and closing the shutter. The exposure vas
aade scmetime between 3:20 p.m. 3 September and 00:15 am, 4 September.
The camers vas located about 4O feet above the street and ordented East.
The geogrephic location is 37.384N < 121.00W. The elliptical liznt is
approximately at ten degree elavation and on a bearing of ninety
JaZrees.

it i3 the cpinion of the presaring officer .hat (e »llivptizal

light in the photogrsph is the flash of a landing lizat




flying in the vicinity of dodesto Airport. Civil Defense ground
observers on duty during the time exposure noted what they beliaved
vas & small aireraft with landing light on, flying the traffic
rattern at Modesto Alrport between 10:15 pm -« 10:30 pm, PDT,

3 September 1953.
The conecluaion ia based on the statemeants of the chservers and
the celincidence of tie northeast oriantation of the runway and its

location. The runway wvas 44 MM from the cbservers and 24 IM from the

callera.
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SOMDA S3D BOMMG CASTLE AT3 CALIT
TC JEPNA A USAF.WASHDC
JEDUP/COMDRIWRIGHT PATTERSON AFE OHIO
JEDEIN/COMDR ENT AFB COLO
JEDMKH/COHDRSAC OFFUTT AFB NIBR
JIPRH/COIDRAT 15 MARCH AFB CALIF
JDCI 5123. ATTNS HQ USAF, D/I. ATTN: WRIGHT PATTERSON, ATIC,

bl

ATIAR'EC-

FLYOBRPT. bl |

(1) ELLIPTICAL SHAPED LIGHT APPEARING ON PHOTO NEG

(Z) TAKEN SOMETIME BETWEZEN 2815 AND Z215 PDT 3 StPIs3.

(3) TAKEN BY SPEED GRAPHIC CAMERA Cii F22 UNATTENDED ZXCEPT FOR OPEZNIN
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(5) PICTURE TAKEN BY RoLIABLE NEUSPAPEX PHOTO, =X USAF 13T
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Wing Intellizence 2 3
Castle AF Base, California

l. The preparing officer in company with an O3Sl agent and a Castle AF 3ase PIO
representative drove to Modesto, California on 8 September 1953 to visw a photograch

showing an unidentified elliptical shaped lizht.

2. The reason given fnrtaﬂqthoﬁotmmthat Mr. GWEIDUERSSTRES “odssto
3ee newsvaper photographer, amnd a reporter for the same paper aaw a
yellowish white light at 1545PDT 3 ‘eptember 1953. The light seemed to be about 10
degrees aocvs Lthe hordson in the airection of Modesto iirport, They said it appeared
to remain staticnary as theay drove a distance of about one mile -ast where it vanishea
from viaw, Thay believed it was an aireraft with landing lizht on flying the upwind
lag at Modesto ‘irport. lievertheless, took his camera to the newspaper bullding
and set it up on the roof in the direction he belisved ne had seen the liznt, He lalt
his camera unattended with the shutter oven for about four hours. !is daveloped the
film on 3 entember 1953. +hen he noticed the elliptical light and cculd not =xplain
<%y, he caillad Castle A7 Uase,

a., The following ir% the details surrounding the unexplained eliiptical
lizght on ths negative:

(1) B : Une elliptical shaped lizght in a nsarly horizental

attitude.

i Jometime between the hours of 2020 to O015PDT,
Sept 953.

(3) Manper of Ubservation: ixposure was made with a :peed Craphie

(2)

camera set on 22 and unattended axcent for opening and closing
the shutter,

n-mmlmadutopnrthcbdm
s about 40 f abqn ,:Mor:l.md

¥ - m‘oon. ® ellip-
dwdmmnlm-

(5) Ws There is no estimate of the
sighting since the camera was unattended. Photo-

grapher AL 15 an ex-Firet Licutenant USAP lavigstor.

(4)

(6) W : The sky wvas clear, slizht hase near the horison,
na wind 12 ‘mots from 135 legrees.

! tion shich !dzht ‘ecount for the ilzhting: SF |
ltam (12).,
ihysical “ridsnee: hotozraoh made by Castla A\FB Choto Lab from
.9 nezative oanad oy the nawspanar, IRALL 2 45 laclosure 1.

RA b god | VAT o I Jne
T — e —— 1 S———

Ly Tyarfics 13 ireg: Civil delfanse jround odservers on Juty during

he time exposure noted what they Delieved was 3 mmall aireraft with
Landing lizht on flying the traffic patterm at Modesto \irvort de-
tween 2215 and 2230PDT, 3 Septamber 1953.
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FLYOBR/T
Yodesto, California Hq, 93d Bomb Wing, Castle 173, California
11 Septamber 13753 3 _actember 1953 =6

Major Zoy I, Gudith Various civilians

TF 9334 (1), ODCI 5120

Forwaried herewith i3 a photograph showing an ellictical shapad light, The
photo was made at night from the top of a bullding in lodesto, California, The
camers was crimted towards the Jast and was laft unattenaed for Jour hours sicert |

for opening and closing the shutter, A civil delense ground ocbserver crew notad an

aireraft with 3 landing light on fly the trafflic pattern at iodesto \irport sevsral

tises during the interval that the sxposure was made, It i3 the orminion of the
Preparing Cfficer that the elliptieal light on the photo negative is the result of
the flash of an aireraft landing light.

ROY 5. QUDITH

1. :‘hﬂt;lﬂ_'m (6 m) {.-r'f-."-#"r;;""
2. ap i Fodeste;y Calif. showing
‘eition of observars (1 ey)




TNCLASSIFIZED

AR |

“ing Intelligenee
Castle AF Base, California

Iy

Je

: It 1s the opinion of the prsparing officer
that the alliptical

in the photograph is the fliash of a landing lignt of an

aircralt fiying in the vicinity of lModesto Airport. This conclusion is based on
statements of observers and the colncidence of the northwest oriantation of the run-
way and its location. The runway was LziM from the observers and 2.7 firom the
camera. 2 map, Iinclosure 2.




flying ia the vicinity Modesto Airport. Civil Defense ground

observers on duty durin. “he time exposure noted what they belleved

was a small aircraft wita landing light on, flying the traffic

pattern at Modesto Airpors between 10:15 pm - 10:30 pm, PDT,

3 September 1253.

The conclusion 1la bagsed on the shtatements of the onLservers and
the coincidencs of the northeast orientation of the rnway and it
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