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THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL, MEMPHIS,

Strange Object

May Be Portion '
Of Data Balloon

=5 gl A The Coammearcial A g9é]

SARDIS, Miss., Sept, 21.---0ffi-

lals of the Air Force and U.n
Enzineers opened an investiza-
tion here Tuesday tn determine
the 'f"?l"iHT}* of a4 mysierrinis obes
leet wnlch oiummeted [('nm ihe
ies  into Lake Sardis itnres
nontns ago.

1°.5. Enzinesr Jack Stewart,
miaf of dams and reservoirs at
~4rdis, announced that U.3. Engi-
rneers recovered the obhject Mon-

tay when receding waters in the:
nuge reservoir left it exposed to
View,

Engineers had inspected the
lake once very week for evidence
of the strange ohject which feel
near J. P. Phillips, a Como,
Miss., fisherman, some  six:
months ago. '

Mr. Stewart said the recovered.
article, which was taken to the
sardis field engineers office, wnas
“‘a plastic case, measuring 4 by
10 by 8 inches with parachute!
harness and containing metal
radio tube and wires.'”” He said
the number LU-2450-AN-AL was
found inscribed on the case.

Capt. Virgl Kuns, assistant fly-
ing safety officer at Greenville s |
Air Force Base. wag called into' . . : _
the investigation late Tuesda:.r"’”“'“m"d- though, T.:l-.‘-lt it r!n:uldnt
afternoon on the assumption that nave come from Greenviile be-
the object might be connected Cause the base doesn’t release
‘with the Air Force. |H‘Eﬂ.lh£'l' balloons *

“We don't have any idea as to| As to when positive identity of
‘the identity of the apparatus.’’ the ohject will he made. Mr
Mr. Stewart said. '‘The thing Stewart said ne couldnt tell,
doesn’'t look too combpilicated but “'Invesrigation mav snd Wadnes-
vou can't teil,” he added, iay or it may zo0 m for days."

Air Forece officials art Green- he declared.
ville base zaid thev ‘erel the e
ject mayv he the data transmit-

* off a2 weather halloon




WOMMERCLAL APPEAL, ME}IPHIS. THURSDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 23, 1954

SARDIS MYSTERY BOX
15 AR FORCE RADID

:Graenville Base Identities It
As Lost Transmitter |

T R

| “ram ThHa Cornmercial Appeal
areenvilley Mizs., Burean

(:REENVILLE. Miss., Sept. 22.,
! A mysterious object whichy
ropped from the sky into Lake|
ardis three months ago was}
lidentitied by Greenville Air Force
Hase officials Wednesday as al
'-imnal Corps radio trlnsm.it:ingi
device,
Nam and Reservoir officials a]' -
~ardis had kept up a wekly sur- :
c¢\lance of the lake after J. P.
Chilljps, a Como, Miss., fisher-
,'mnn, reported seeing a strange
'nbject fall near his boat three
-months ago. {
- Capt, Virgil Kuns, Assistant
“ving safety officer at the Creen-
v1lle base, was called to identify,
e Mct' ater receding waters:
it Sardis  Reservoir Monday u
covered a “plastic case, measu
ing 8 by 10 by 4 inches, and ¢
*aining metal radio ' tubes and!
twirﬂ s -
 Captain Kuns and other Green-
nllle Air Fore Base officials
' agreed the case was a paradrog
'signal transmitter which is.
‘dropped from troop carrier planes
ltu mark the spot where pmchut-
ers are to bail out.
The apparatus transmits a weak
radio signal which is picked up#
by thev troop carrying aircraft,
'Air Force officials said the trans-

mitter pruhably feil by acmdtnr
from a passing plane.
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY
\ADRESS REPLY TO: _F~ICF OF THE ENGINEER IN CHARGE
EMGINEER IN CHARGE SICKSBURG DISTRICT

S 5 DAM E[F OFFICE .
SINOIS DA H1ELE CeC GREENWOOD AREA
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soproximately 4 X LU L 8 inches, with narachute narness, an? contain-
in3 meftal, radio hutas and wires, The annarstus was taken Lo 3ardis
Jan rield Office “there Cantain Virgil Xuns, assistant flyins safsty
bIficer, Greenville Air Force Base, examined it. _ib this tize, tha /)
alr Force Officer identifiad the odj=ct to 2.2 {H-Eﬁg?fﬁkta,;rlﬁazi.-'_m~"*
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olonel JCRAS De imnaon

Cistrict Ingineer, Jorps of Inginseer, USA
.icksburg District

Ticikesburg, Hssissiopi

Tz2ar _olconel Simpsons:

Sank you very smceh Jor your letter of Uctooer Sth containing a
runmiube report 90 Lne fallen ooject at cardls laxs, (dsaissipoi.

AS you are proiably aware, [or the pasi s3eysral years the Alr
‘orce has had a uajor agtive vrogram in tLhis area and reports sucn as
sours, wideh invelve consideractle tine on your part, are Zreatly
appraciated,

Tor your convenisnge I am attaching a copy of the "J, 3. Alr Force
jummary of Events and Information Concerning the Unidentified Alying
Cbject Program,™ :»ish campdles all of the latest facts which have beemn
aestablished by thw 4ir Porece in its program in this area.

Thank you again for your interest in keeping the Alr Force informned.

Jery truly yours,

1 incl JOSEPH Ae. BLOGHMER
USAF Sumry on Lt Colenel, USAF
Flying Objs, undid Directorate of Intellizence

et




COsPs OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY

FEICT OF THE DISTRICT ENGINEER
ADDRESS REPLY TO

2 VICYSBURG DISTRICT
MSTRICT EMGINEER A
VICKSBURG DISTRICT | T WrFICE AND COURT HOUSE 8LDG.
E?ﬁﬁ: LHHIHEEH CESAURG. MISSISSIPP]

VICKSBURG., MISSISSIPRI

REFER TO FILE NO. _I__:"in‘l'rrd: G {F}l} tf}her 1!‘}54 -

SUBJECT: Fallen vUbjeet ~ Sardis Lake, Mississippi.

TU:® Intellilrence 0T}

ficer, U. S. Air Force,
Washington, D, C

% On & June 1954, M. <SRt " o .
iliss,, stated that ne saw a sirange object fall near
where he was (ishing in Sardis Lake, near Sardis,
Miss, Since Sacdls Lake is a epartment of' the Army,
Corps of' gnginears, lake and dam, it was decided ©o
contact Mr B and make an effort to locate iLha
object. Mr. was contacted and he zave the

where the nbject suppnsedly f'ell.

canaral locabior

[t was determinad at that time that the object was in
several feet ot water and could not be located. Since
tne normal plan 1" operation of our reservoir called
for the reserv«:'r to be gradually lowered during the
summer months Lt vas felt that the object wonld be
exposed within a souple of months and vnerhaps could be
recovered, Closa observation was maintained and the
0b ject was recnvered on 20 September 1954, Air [orce
personnel from the Greenville Air Base were contacted
and identified the object as a Siznal Corps radio
transmitting deviea, A copy of the report pertaining
to this object ¢« attached hereto, as Inclosure 1,, for
your information.

2 In view of the frequent reports that are made
in the papers coacerning unidentified objects, it is
believed that this information would be of value in your
offfice for clearing up at least one unconfirmed report.

_' 3 - f--“'"‘:,.:_‘-«.h b
3 i \ B i
L rrrad A5 i santa
inclosure: THOMAS B, SIMPSON
/ Nn. 1 -~ Report w/2 Inlone D
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newsnpaper clipnings. Jistrict Zngineer




