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Auvgust 1954
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2. LOCATION

Lafayette, Indiana

3. DATE-TIME GROUP

4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
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7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

N/A

8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

1
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12. CONCLUSIONS

Was Balloon
Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

Was Aircralt :
Probably Aircroft
Possibly Aircraft

‘Was Astronomical
Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical
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Insufficient Data for Evaluatien
Unknewn
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ATIC FORM 329 (REV 18 SEP 52)

BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

,Objesct 33" high by 4" long by 23i"wide. Object
comrosed of smz=ll pieces of metal fused to=-
| gether, (Submitted by leonard H Stringfield) -

i

11. COMMENTS
Botn the common

snalysis of these samples strongly
sugzgest that they nave com
of either a steel mill or steel foundry
| | where chromium in this form is custom=-
2>T524d] arly added to steel melts,

appearance and the

from the bin
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AFUIN=LE | COMMENT NR. 1 22 Qct 1956

The attached trip report is forwarded for necessary coordina-
tion and approval,

GFORGE T. GREGORY
Captain, USAF

10073
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TIRCCASSIFIED

AIR TECHNICAL INTELLICENCE CENTER
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BaSE, OHIO

PROJECT NUYBER 10073 DATE g 12 October 1956
TRAVTL OHOER NUMBFR 001208 DIVISION __ Alr Sclences

SUBJFCT: (U) Trip to Cincianati Area to Obtain Speclmens Allegedly from
"Flying Saucers®

A - PUFL“OEE H

l. The purpose of this trip was to obtain specimens, statements and other re-
lated UFO information from Mr, Cin-
cinnati, Ohioc.

B. FACTUAL DATA:

2. Mr. cegietieliyimientitetienlef 2 private UFO organization, a self-appointed
society for the investigation, research and analysis of so-called "flying saucera’.

3. He i3 alsoc tnulWNeaNe: (2) UFO publlcatiocns having falrly wide eircula-
tion: "The Orbit" and "Civilian Research of Interplanetary Flying Objecta“‘.

h. His case Tflles disclose that in 1652 he purposely placed both Colonel 0'Mars,
then Ceputy ATIC, and the Air Force in an embarrassing poaition by atsributing state~
ments that Colconel O'Mara and the Alr Force never made, after a private interview vas
granted him t0 discuss UFO phencmena.

5. A3 of late, he has repeatedly attempted %0 obtain officeial interviews anl
briefings from bota ATIC and Headquarters USAF on various operaticmal, policy &nd :
liaison matters, on the claim that he waa appointed a "UF0 investigator® by some Alr
Force officer in the past.

6., On 11 October 1956, Mr..ameiiile®® contacted ATIC again for the purposes
stated in the preceding paragraph. He was told with scme firmmness that we eoculd only
consider UFVU incidents and the reporting of this phenomena over the phone. On other
matters, he would have to contact the USAF 0ffice of Information Services.

7. vr. SRR then stated he had two (2) specimens he believed originated
from "flying saucers®, This office was then placed In a positicon whereby 1t cculd
not refuse the inveatigation of the incldent, knowing full well that it wau ld be
innediately brought to the attention of the press, as this individual's case file
has disclosed was the approach he had always taken Im matters of this nature.

C. DISCUCSION:
8. Travel commenced on 12 October 1956 and ended 12 October 1956.

9. M/Cgt Oliver D, Hill, NCOIC, Aerial Phenomena GCroup, AFOINejEL, was the ine
dividual making the travel, as investigator.
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C. DISCUSSION (Cont):

10, Names of individuals visited:

b, Mrs. DeOpmeEEIRIOER

11, Investligator's personal report:

a. Departed Wright-Patterson AF Base, 0600 hours, 12 October 1956 enrocute

Cincinnati, Ohio. Arrived Cincinnati, Ohio 0800 hours. The interview with Mr.
w23 deliberately delayed for investigative purposes.

bD. Mr.JeilelNNR 1 ives in the suburbs of Cincinnati, in what 12 known as
Madisonville. This suburb is approximately 21 mlles from the downtown area of Cin-

cinnati. I arrived at Mr. SeslGERE home NGRS, 2t 1,10 hours.
Mr, SN .as sonewhat perturbed at the delay of ay =rrival. This was exactly

the way thls iavestigation was p}.m.d.

¢. A note of explanation 1s necessary here. Mr. 4 PaN~cl legedly held
in his possession a substance called "iAngel's-hair® which propoments of flying

saucers claim is the exhaas$ trail from the cosmic-ray power planta of interplenctery
space® ghips. This substance 20l1idiflaes upon contact with the earth’s atxosphers,
then (supposedly) abruptly vanishes within a few hours, leaving no trace or residue.
To insure that no substance would be gliven this Investigator, which could be ¢homie
cally treated ¢r prepared %o dissolve afler the specimen was given him, a lats oy«

rival at destination was purposely, arranged. Thus, the specimen would 8issolve -
before passing into the investigator's handa.

d, Mr. NG invited me (and my witness) into his home, snd Laneiie
ately started the diseussion by asking if he was free to talk in front of Mrs.*Sleg-
W :nd qy witness, trying to lapress me that he was very security consicus and

wanted to protect the Air Force because nhe had once been a msmber of an Alr Force
intelligence sectiom.

e. As this investigzati involved no classified items or informatiocn, I
told him to proceed openly. :@.blo then asked several leading questions,

quote: "How do I report my sightings to ATIC? Who pays for the calls~--ATIC or my-
self? How may I arrange interviews with project officer? Am I to report all sight-
ings to ATIC?* The statement was also made that he had been "z2ppointed® to repors

all UrFv sightings to ADC through Lockbourne Air Force Bz=se and that they paid all
phone bills for him, other than perscnal calls.

f. At this point, I interrupted him and explained AFR 200-2 on the pro-

cedures, format of reporting, and the conditions under which ATIC authorized the
payment of phone calls,

g+ I then asked Mr. St .ho had appointed him "UFD investigator*
for tne Clncinnatil area for the Air Fforce, and who the individual was who authorized

the aforementicned phone calls. wlthout any delay, he naxmed a Captalin Hugh McXenzie
at Lockburne AF Base, and a Captain Kee who seems t0o now have replaced Capt., Michenziae
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C. DISCUISION (Cont): e ————

he I then brought up the subject of my real purpose for veing there and
asked Mr. SN for the sample of the "Angel':s-heir" nis wife had fourd. Hs
imnedliately produced a glass jar with subject itea within. He had the 1id on the
jar and said if i1t was opened the "Angel’s-halr" would dlsappear. iHowever, suspect-
ing a trick of some sort I inslsted that he open the jar and he complied. There was
no a,preciable change to the contents of the jar, but Mr. explained that
what he had meant wz2s that 1f the jar was left opened the "Angel's~halr® would dias-
integrate after a while,

i. I thea rsplaced the lid of the jar, ste,.ped outside and obtained photo-
graphs of the object and its contents. I then asked iir. NNNNINE to show me the
samples of metal he had and, as he went inside to do so, I took additianal pictures
of the area. In so doing, I noticed a white object flcating in the alr and retrisved
it, but, on contact with my hand 1t completely disappeared. I made no menticmn of

this incident to Mr. NN

je I then returned inside and Mr. ShmigiPphd zave me the ore or metal
samples he had yrocured, stating that they were dug out of an old stone quarry.
(I urderstocd him to say near Cincinnati, however, I have slnce lsarned that the
samples were found in an abandoned gravel pit near Lafayette, Indiana). I gave
Mr. 4 EPeNRd 2 receipt for the articles glven me and completed the interview, aa
Mr, SN had to return to his regular job. I then returned to the down town
area and proceeded back to s#right-Pattersomn AF Base.

X. Upcn return to ATIC, I orally reported all details and asslstad Captaln
Gregory in prepering amn official request for an examinatlon and evaluation of the
specimens (copy attached, Inclosure lir., 1).

D. CONCLUSIONS:

12. All matters regarding the procurement of the specimens and other statements
pertinent to this case were accomplished.

13. The undersigned did not engage in, nor forced into, any discussioms oun the

Alr Force positiom and approach to'the UFY controversy which could be used to the
detriment of the Alr Forece or ATIC.

E. REC \ i

14, None. Return of the analysis and identity of the specimens will dletate the
action necessary.

OLIVER D. HILL
M/Sgt USAT

Alr Sclences Division

0
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| AFOIN-4X2b |
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EOIN-4X2¢

incinoati 27,

Year lr. BN

AFOIN-4X3

The material which you submitted to M/Sgt Hill oan 12 October 1956

AFOIN-4X4 |

or study and analysis is returnsd herewith,

A thorough, eritical anmalysis naturally required a csrtain amount

AFOIN-4A

f amell destruction of the metal fragments, and some dissipation of
th;r-du-l:l.ko material,

The results of an analysis of this material which, indireetly or l'
implication, you purpert to be of scme extra Serrestrial origin or, '

AFOIN-4B

in the case of the so-ealled *angel's~hair' produced frum a UFO, ia {
-as follows:

_J a, 411 material subnitied is "mas.made* or hen-fabricated.”

b. Samples ware exmmined misroscopically. chemieally and

\
E L

i 6. HNHetal Samples:

All four samples were found to be ferro-chromium and mage |

AFOIN-4D

is and not mdiocastive., The cemposition obtained for those samples

E

_ AFOIN-4E

Chremium 67 - 71 percent -
S4licom Ol - 1.0 percent

lﬁ. Co, & Mn 0.2 percent

Mg, Ca, & A C.5 percens

Iron Balance

The ¢rystalline structure and non-oxidized condition of

s¢ samples points directly to the fact that a high-temperature such

[E

wvould de enccuntered by one of meteorie origin has not been impm ed,

AFOIN-4F

s the coamon appearanse and the analysis of these samples strongly

is custamarily added to ateel meltis,

PERM |

+ that they MW bdn of either a steel mill or steel
foundry where carcmi ¢
|
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i ‘he sample purported to be so-called "angel 's-hair,
- tportedly a volatile by=-product of tue fuel in "flying saucers,”
T 48 given both chemical and microscopic tests and is, without coubs,
JIN-4A 28 pramoniun rayon, which is more commonly called “Besmberg [ayom® in

_ __1Ne United States. This material, after exposure to air for 72 hours
s

e

1

3 the Materials Branch, did no% volatilize,

This is the type of indusitrial or waste product "lint®
&t may be ¢ jected into the atnoaphere by certain mepulfacturers cf
xtiles, in this case, rayon. Incidentally, there appears to be no
is whatacever for the assumption that the material was other than
indusirial wvaste produet describec,

The aet which you refer to, of carrying nine pounds of metal a
. imtange of one and one-half miles for deposit in a gravel pit, muat
)4 placed in the category of "hoax perpedration.” Adr Force files

gnéain a mumber of such examples, and represent desliberzte attempts |
1 manufacture evidenece and, as such, result collectively in a de=- ;
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C.R.1.F.O.

Civilian Research, Interplanetary Flying Objects

October 1, 1956
Captain G, T. Crezory | t-"

Aetod ks Cincinnati 27, Ohio

wright-ratterson AFB
Dayton, Ohio

Dear Captain Cregory,

I certainly enjoyed talking with 14/Sgt. Oliver Hill during his visit to my
hame, October 12th, He was indeed patient, understancing and courteocus. I
regret that business pressures (at the DuBois Co, Inc) didn't allow ne nare
time to show him the endless material re: UFQO's, which 1 have on file,'but
perhaps this orcortunity will present itself at a later date,

Discussed only briefly my collection of notes, etc., re: "little men" which

I prefer to call "gnomen" --for the little crsatures certa 21y do not ar car
humanad. When /Szt. Hill was here I could not locate the drawings I made

of the gnamen, tut have since found them and will have nhotostats nade o day
to enclose wit. this lettar. If the drawings are of interest, I will zladly
furnish all the details gatncred during my interviews witn tne witn sses. 1
have nade copiocus notes.

Of interest to M/Sgt. Hill was the metal specimens I had. I pru .Lsed hin tzat

. L would forward the pirtinent irfarmation by letier concerning the unlimown metal.
Excuse the j mbled notes that fo.low for I am copying cxcerpts “rom num:rous
letters which describe the nistory and pralm:.narw analysis of the netal.

I first leamned of the metal's discovery by phone. The caller was m
. Roseville, Michigan. Following the call, ¥l sent ne

a leiter, fro 1i,*4.ch I quote in part: "rirst, tne object was found in an old
gravel pit that had been abandoned some thirt}' y=2ars ago. The nearest man-made
machinery was some 1500 yards away. 1he object was noticed becamse of its
brilliance against the normal background of the gravel pit."“

Date of Wiphamieemds letter from which I am quoting is April 2, 1555. Thus,

eight months ~rior to the above date is August, 1554. Lccation of finds

near lLafayette, Indiana =-NCT CINCINNATI, as I later noticed that Sgi. Hil

had entered cn his receipt for metal. I will continue to quote Irom w
let ters:

"his object is 33" high by 4" long by 23" wicde--these are rough fi L_J.res GE*"‘E..EE
f the shape of the object. The object seems to be comrosed o
metal fused tocether Uy some #nimown process, vet it is (not) po sible (to)

disfuse small pimces by hitting it with a hammer using reat force. we could
not gain any rrogress by using a hack saw. The cbject was checked by a Grand
Aarids i}eul-:af;ist“ who teaches geclogy in t.e public schools.
Also, lir. Reeshaibemmn , SeURESREREaSE - d onics  usoum, stated that e hs
never seen anything similar in his exrerience and that it .&s no. a metecor.”
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The following are quotations from !Ir, u's letter of “pril 13, 1955.

"So far, two metallurgists have samnles (of metal) and preliminary tests have
then somewhat baffled. Cne ststcd that he was leary of using his diamond cuttine
tool, wath $50. - ---%ecently, I mace an appointment with lr. ‘s of fadioactive
frocuuts, Inc., here in Detroit. T.ey gave tie metal a radiocactive test which
proved negative., A voltage meter showed a hizh conducti¥ity; then, a density
check registered 7 --considered high. One of their metal experts was swe it
Was marcasite, a form of pure iron. Further checks ruled this out....Il was able
to break off some larger pieces and if nceded will mail ‘one to ¥Ou....t00k a
small piece to welding shop. With a No 6 welding tip, it heated red to white
hot, didn8t melt and didn't change its shape--just turned dark.,"

With the mmerous samples of ihe metal on :and, I (w took
them to the University of Cincinnati. What fo?ulc:“ed is descibed in 3y letter
to Hr.“, dated April 1, 1955 "It was _just last evening that I got
&he final analysis on the metallic obdj: cts. DTr. of Un. of Cincinnati
pBoned me and e.plained the r sults found under spectroscone. Without making
a thoerough quant vative study--whach wolld requirz 2 larger chunk, they said
they found the following elements:

"o to 85 % of chromium

a hich pereentage of iron
marganese

nickel-cobalt

vanacium

"Dr.® said that the cbject could safely be c:lled a Ysolidified caromium
ingot! which showed by its fusion with other netzls to be ;nan-nade. However, he
was at a lost to axpla:m now ar why it was found in a gravel pit which could not
produce sucl a specimen in a natural state. liothing like such exlsta in a
natural state, he said....fy first interviews centered in the Ceology building
at the university. There, I discussed the metals with four geologists, but they
seemed baffl.d by its extreme crystallinity. They tested with Geiger Counter
ont it registered very little., At this point they made a comparison test with
other metals on namd. Most others showed a higher point of madioactivity, All
doctoBs ruled out the meteoritic explanation and _howed me samples of nichel-
iron meteorites. In the metallurgy dept, examination showed that the objectp
were subjected to extreme heat, but said the object cocled slowly--thus causin-
tre high degree of crystallinity... M

- L] w = - -5 I ; ] =

The following is a quotation from Ir .queikeee s letta of ilay 16, 1955:
"This evening, my mother=-in-law, rs. w, called nme from Grand G[apids
+ - =T - ey 1a

to state that she hlas made a coplete search of the gravel pi t winere the metal
was found and that she coltld not find a trace of any identical metal, or an
metal at all. She says that it would be foolash for anyone to carry that orizins
nine round piece Ior a mile and a half just to arep it in tne ~“it. OShe says the
n arest road is 15 miles..."
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l::*rlf'u::h'ﬂ'llm is q_.i:waa..lﬂ"l from i, “ letter of August 23, 1955:

eeoYou will be receiving requests for Cruit from several individuals who
work for Lear, Inc as they are 'iost inter sted in the subject of UrQ's.

anc , safety engineers, gzave the netal to thelr lab

man for a report am enclosing ua*u.rﬂ“ﬂrt showing 72.8 % caromium. After
the analyst, n gave this regport, he was s.own your letter of 4pril lith,
¥ 1955, giving the report by ir .“ --and was som.what.shocked to learn
that other metals were once contained in the metal taat he analysed. i ./ NS
will now subscribe to Urbit, and the metal w.llbe snown to lir. ‘whm he
arrives from Caglifornia..."

So re:ts the casze of the unknown metal -ram an abandoned gravel »it ncar
Lafayette, iIndiana.

Still another t pe of black metal or rock has come irtu my po session from
srie, Pa. It w-s found in the middle of a road at 12:.5 am, sAuzust 11, 1956.
It was too hot to handle. I now have frazments under znalysis,

L] e B | " 1 r 5 "
I nope that the so-callad "angel hair" you have will prove tgbe something
more than cobweb., Since talking with 14/Sgt. Hill I have learned that nore
of the "stuff" was found against ne chboring screendoors, but has since been
lost.
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