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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 

4 September 1954 Bt-;.tler , Ho 
3. OATE·TIME GROUP ... TY? E OF OBSERVATION 

local XX GFQund· Vi s u ol a Gro und · Rodar 
I 

GMT 04;090CZ a Ai r- Vi su ol D Air- Intercept Rada r 

5. PHOTOS 
• •• SOURCE 

DYes 

ll No C Il!ILI.l.d 
1. LENGTH Ofl OBSERVATION •• HUMBER OF 0 8JECT S 9. COU RSE 

1# minutes 20-.30 ~~ 

10. BRIEf' SUMM.ARY Ofl SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS 

s t !':..11g of 20 to 30 ' . 
1 i ght- ~,ogeth-,; r • .. !"Y" , T -=. ·--- ,_, ... -- . ~ 

• 
l !"' f o !"l'TUtion . ~Jo some. . Str aight • ::.r:a l evel 
f light t o SltT. Obsar :a-: ove r hea d ~ · -"' est ina.tzd 
40-50, 000 ft . Disappe~red ~ dist <?-'lce after 
1~ ninutes . Sigh t ed ; r e-r.:.cus • by 2 evenL11o: 

~ 

o+,her civili.ms . Eada.:::- ched: negative . • ?.ct 
checlr n eg"!.t i ve • 

. 

ATlC JI'ORW 329 (REV 25 SltP 52) 

• • • 

• 

12. CONCLUSIONS 

a Wo s Balloon 
a Probabl y Boll oon 
a Po ssibly Balloo n 

d Wo s Aircra ft 
a P robobl t Aircraft 
0 Po s sibly Ai rcroft 

a Was Astron omical 
0 Proba bl y Astronomi cal 
a Po ssi bly Astronomi c al 

0 Other tJii!IIr::'~TIF I E:D 

i Insuffi c i ent Data fo r Evol uo tio:'l 
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C-2l, Ro'-kfo r ~, Ill. . . 9/5/1) 4) A s th-e y had d one on m any occasions , a n:ateu r 
astr onomer s , Pete r Bartkus and Theodore McCo lm, were wa tching the m oo, 

· thr ough a telesco pe. Between the hour s of 10:35 and 11: 15 P.M., Bar tku s 
write ~: " I obce rv ed the mo s t u nus ual phenomena I h:lvc ever h ad the experi -

. en c e o f witne ssing." Bartkus conti nue s: " The moon w as obse rved thr ough my 
6" c a ss igranian r e fl ector t e le scope u s ing a secondary mirror. The tota l fo c al 
len gth for thi s setup i s ove r 100", a nd with the u se of 150 a nd 200 power occu-

, lar s we got tremendou s power with the leas t loss of light. The moon wa s in 
the first quarter and its diameter wa s 2 S feet, 30 in c hes. We s aw a spheri c al 
obje c t a s cendin g from the n o rthern s ection off Mare Humbold~ianum area. It 
w as ·n ot g lowing o r brilliant, but seemed more lik e a dull r e fle c ted li g ht of a 
plan e t. Its s ize we es timated at about the diameter o f c r ate r s Pitiscus or 
Vlaco. At the time it di s appeared at 11 : 15, it had travelled mor e than the 29 ' 

• • 

30" of arc in about 40 ~inute s. We checked out the poss ibility of atmo s pheri c 
diffraction in the s ky or the scope by traver s i ng the sco pe, and by changing 
the o ccu lars. The objec t mu s t have been a powered body be c ause as the m oon 
wa s de scending at 1081 mph, the objec t wa s asce nding and not follow ing a true 
o r bit . It wa s definitely in space, and in the s ame field a s the moon. or near 
the moon." 

The drawings below are Theodore McColm's. They illustrate the object' s s ize 
and m ovement at 4 m inute m terval s in rel ation t o the m oon . M cColm, th r ough 
calculu s , e stim ated the object t o be 12 , 500 ft. in diame ter . 

s s s s s 

2 3 4 5 

N • t4 . .. 

Editor's Note: Thi s i n cident and C as e 14 transcend s any notion that "sau ce r " 
vehicles a r e confined to ea rth's atmo s phe r e , therefo r e U.S. o r R•·ss ian origin. 
Un less the se governments a r e se c retl y con duc ting in terpla neta : ~L·avel , Ca s es 
14 a nd 22 and myriads of other s , a dd a noth e r p o s itive 1 ink to t oe hypothe sis 
t hat "sa u ce r s" a r e extra-ter r e st rial a nd are usin g the m o on as a hoppi n g-off 
point. 
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No C:· r.-e (Inform:- tion Only ) 

So"..l!"cn : CRIFO :i'!e~.,slet t e!' 1 C'ct 19 54 

5 Sep 54 
C{ockfor C. , Ill 
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~4\§ ri ru ·i. BJiYIEJ:: Sp•<• •o••· •• ' tM \a •• ol alt Ute ··~·U••• ma-
terW re<:eivM~ Siptia.,_, Ia ~ V~ f, ·\ EIJr~· Ul1l An•~al~ ,~- •$~th~pi:lg 
and will btt used in i or+..hcoaninl .is auf ~ the. New tlat!er·: • . · 

• 1 • . . . ~ ' .. 
C-ZZ,Roekford .. W .... 9/IJ~4} Ai~'bld dO'Ile oa many oeeaaicn&. amata"r 
astronomer's, Peter Bartka•,a'!'cl· 1b~ore Mc.Colln. w&r• tile JnOOD 
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C-22, Rockford, Ill. .. 9/5/54) A s they had done on m any occasions , amateur 
• • 

astronomers, Peter Bartkus and Theodo re McColm, were watching the m uon 
through a telescope . Between the hours of 10:35 and 11: 15 P.M., Bartkus 
write s: ' 'I observed the most unusual phenomena I have ever had the experi
ence of witnessing. " Bartkus continue s: " The m oon was observed thr ough my 
6" cassigranian reflector telescope using a secondary mirro r . The total focal 
length for this setup i s over 1 00" , and w ith the u se of 15 0 and 2 00 powe r occu 
lars we go t tremendous power with the least lo ss of lig ht. The moon was in 
the fir st quarter and its diameter was 2 <; f e et, 30 inc hes . We s aw a s pherical 
object a scending fr om the nor::tern section off Mare Hum bold t i a num area. It 
was not g lowing or brilliant, but seemed more like a dull reflec ted light of a 
planet. Its size we e s timated at about the diameter of c rater s Pitis cus o r 
Vlaco .. At tht: tinH~ it di5appea r c d at !1 : 15 , it !'-..ad tr avelled mo rt- t.han the zq' 
30" of arc in abo ut 4 0 minutes. We checked out the possibility o f atmospheric 
diffraction in the sky or the s cope by traversing the 5 Cope, and by changing 
the occu1ars. The object must have been a powered body because as the moon 
was descending at 1081 mph, t h e object was ascending and not fo llowing a true 
orbit. It was definitely in spac e, and in the same !ield as the moon, or near 
the moon." 
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• PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD I 
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• 

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

0 Was Ba ll oon 
5 SeFtemb~r 1954 Butler, Ho 0 Probably Balloon 

3. OATE·TIME GROUP 14. T':' PE OF OBSERVATION 
0 Possibly Balloon 

Local ~ Ground· Vi suol 0 Ground·Rodor 
·d WtJs Aircraft 
a Probably Aircraft 

05/06232 GMT 0 Ai,.. Vi su ol 0 Air-Intercept Radar 0 Po s.si bl y Ai rcroft 

s. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE a Was Astronomi col 
I 0 v •• 0 P tobabl y Astronomi col 

1Q No Ci...-ilian 
0 Possi bly Astronomical 

7. LENGTH OP OBSERVATION a. NUMBER OF O!IJECT S 9. COI.IRSE 0 Other lj~!ID.ENTI Fir:D 
0 Insufficient Data fo r Evaluation 

c 30 -. ., Se"0:1ds 1 _tg Unknown 

10. BRIEfl SUMMARY OF SIGHTING l l. COMMENTS 

5il·r~,.. to ·~it e . S:!.i ght. 51-leep back line . 
':"··'h ~ u ~t follm·ring . . ... 
-- .o. .'*) O::'JE't:~; . - Initial observatior tiNID;dTi riED • 
::>v~~rhead fligt"l t • --. • tc s and dis~p • l.C '::) f l ·"· ee rli1g eanng. 
(Y ' 'f I 'ditncss J'bs.::rvaci object • . 
P.~ ~ on pr en "::us 

ni - '1t Stra i ght a."ld 1 =-vP.l flieht . B-47 • 
-~ 1 • • J - l.n 

ar.:>·: at t ime 34,000 t o 39000 ft , heading NE. 
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