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UFOB INDEX CARD 
• 

I. DATE 2. L OCATION I 12. CONCLUS IONS 

lo 30 NOV 1954 
Was Bal loon 

ME:XICO BEACH, FWRIDA 0 P robobl y B a lloon ( 
0 Pos s•bly Balloon 

3. DATE·TIME GROU P 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATIO N 

Local 0 Ground· Visual 0 G round·Rodar 0 Was A1 r-:rcft 
0 P ro bob I y A~rcroft • 

GMT 301900% (D) 0 Ai r- Visual UNI 0 Air·l 11tercep t Radar 0 Poss1bly A.rcroft 

s. PH.PTOS 6. SOURCE 2 Was Astronomical 
0 Yes 0 Probably Astronom ical 

~No UBI 0 Po s s• bl y Astronom i col 

-
7. LENGTH O F OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECT S 9. COURSE 0 Oth~r • 

0 lnsuff• c1ent Data for E vol u<. ,• • ., 
0 Unknown 

'U:lX ONE :OOWWAFD 
• 

J 0. BRI EF SUMMARY OF SICHTING 11. COMMENTS 

DESCRIBED AS A FL.L'WIG MISSILE. NO INV~STICATION ON THIS SIGHTING 

• 

Al SOP FormS (15 Oct 54) 
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Chapter v 

OUT OF TilE SKY: ~IETEORS A~D FIREB ALLS 

About one o'clock iu the afternoon on November 30, 1954, a spec­
tncular meteor ffared across the ~outht-aslern part of the United 
States and exploded. ~Iany persom in .\Iaham:\, Georgia, and ~Iis­
sis!>ippi saw the bright flash high in the sky, followed by a trail of 
smoke, and heard three violen t detonations. Over the town of 
Syln.cauga, Alabama, a nine-pound fragment of the falling meteori<:: 
body crashed through the roof of a house, bruised the le ft ann and 
h in of the unluckv resident, and came to rest on the Boor. ~{embers • • 

of the American ~leteoritics Society collected detailed d escriptions 
of the event from many witne~ses and added this daylight fireball 
to the official list of observed meteori te falls from which meteorites 
arc recovered [ 1 , p. 128]. 

UFO addicts, however, apparently reg~nded both the meteor and 
its fragments as unnatural phenomena. und a leading exponent of 
the saucer theory characterized the bright flush as "mysterious," the 

explosions as both "strange'" and .. mysterious," the njne-pound frag­
ment as a "shining black object .. that was "Ia be led,. a meteorite, 
and the e ntire incident as ''a queer business" [2, p. 231T 

To the astronomer who specializes in the"sTuCly-of meteors the 
only "queer" aspect of the episode is that saucer publications list 
so few mysterious UFOs for tha t particular week when similar spec­
tacular fireballs were almost a commonplace in the southeast states. 
On November 29 a me teor Hew over Alabama a t 5: 30 P.~r. , and 
about two hours Inter another wi th a long tail soared over Florida. 
On .:\!ovember 30 at s: oo P.~L . a few hours after the fall at Sylacauga, 
another brigh t fireball Ba!)hed over Alabama. Shortly b efore mid­
night the same night a meteor fla med over I\orth Carolina, so bril­
liant that its copper-green light illuminated the interior of cars on 
the highway; blne-green Ilre shot out above the treetops, changed 
to magnesium white, and then slowly faded. Ot.>ta il~d ob~ervations 

of all the~e appeared 111 the scientific journal ).f eteoritics [ 1, p . 128] . 
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-.... ... ., w .,.. .~ ... , 
• 

• .. ... • 
·---- • • 

• . 
• 

-·- - . • ..., ltnd her husbaiidsa id they planned lshP. ra n outside after regainJng her 
· to demand that the Air F orce re- ' compo~ure a nd saw, about ;~ mile 
! tu<n the stone-like object to the m 1up. "a kind of boiling ::.moke." 
\ as a !>OU\emr. 1 Edilor J:ctmes E. )Ii lls of the • 

· She ..,aid she '"a" lying on het· Scri pp::.-doward Birmmgham Post· · 
• • 

• 
' 

• 
t 

• 
•• 

sofa when s~e hea.r~ I he explosion 
1 
Herald saw the phenomenon south­

tha t was platnly v t. tble to persons east of Btrmin~ham . 

• 

• 

ilom Atlanta to Greenvtlle .. ".\-liss. •·n looked somethin~ uke a sh~l 
" ~A few seconds la ter . she liatd, the . 

me teorite came tea t'lng throu~h the I burst but ga"e o(i whtte smok.? 
-f. J' roof o( her home. Then it trailed off in a s piral 100. 
~ t~ }trs. Hodges, .. who was later feet be]ow : and -:':"as . visib~e fo r • • • • • • ... · f IJteB!~.!foP sh~k and bruises-, sal~ about-·15 rrunutes, ~w~ . saJ_d. 

• j 
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• • • 

. ?1 
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• • • 

1IETEORITE STRUCK MRS. HEWLETT HODGES .: 
' 

t'hiPf Ashcraft Holds Evidence; Mayor How~rd, right.- AP. 
. . 

FELL THROUGH ROOF 
. 

Wontan Deinands A. F. 
Return Fallen Meteorite 

--. - . • • 

;;"L.\CAUGA. Ala., Dec. !.- ~ explosion visible in three states . . 
? 1-~I.rs." H~ett Hodges, the A helicopter crew from Maxwell 
r known person ever struck by rur For ce base, Ala., flew to Mrs. 

: iillin~ meteorite, demanded to- Hodges' home to examine the ob­
"' that the Air Force return the ject and the Air F orce said it would 
:-, ·hat ripped into her home and l be takeri to Air F orce laboratories 

_::-ed her. in Washington. . 
1e meteorit e . sLx or· · eight Sylaoauga :uayo r Ed J. How-
"-"S in diameter, fell through ard , apparentl y unaware of the 
· root leaving a three-foot hole Air Force's plan.<~, said the nine· 
r • .; o"Uck her on the hip and hand pound obj~t would be placed tn 
· ~rday afternoon. She was onJy the state museum of na.tu.r:}l his-­

:;-: tJy injured, however, by the tory a t th'e Univ~"ity of Ala.­
,....t thaj. :na~ ha\'e been one of bama in T uscalntlo4a. - · - • -
· ... , that (ell from a 40-mile high But the 32-year-old Mrs. 'Bodg~ 

... . "' .. \ . . .... ""'* -

,... , J'lf'"'T "' 'IT '7 T'7'·'S 1 D . 1Q" 1• ..;_-., .. _v.• --1o ..... .... ...:J /f , ac~11 Je r :: "T' 

•• 
• 

• 

• 

~~ ~. • ~ .....-:.-:;i 

-~ATlC :~To;Yf~~v . 
_, • • ._ "" o4· I 

Clobberina ~'·· / lj .z 

'(M eteori£e · ; · 
.. 

The star that fell on Alabama 
-a meteorite that clobbererl into 
a living r oom and struck a house­
wife-was slated to arrive at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force base 
Friday afternoon for study. 

rur Tech nical Intelligence . cen­
ter officials will examine- the 
nine-pou nd rock before r eturn­
ing it to its star-struck owner • 
1\frs. Hewlett Hodges of Syla­
cauga , AJa . 

Mrs. Hodges was lying on a 
soft in her home T uesday when 
the stone crashed throuqh her 
roof, b ruisi ng he r hip a nd hand. 
Thus she became the only human 
ever known to be struck by a 
meteorite . · 

The Hodges. who have obtained 
a n attorney to make sure they 
get their rock back, said F riday 
they plan to sell it to the rughest 
bidder and hope to get more than 
S3000. 

A Muncie, Ind. , munitions fac­
tory, the Smithsonian institution 
a nd· the AJabama state museum 
are re ported all interested in the 
object. 
1 And ATIC officials a t Wright: 
\ 1 tterson have promised the · 

Jqes they will get their 
meteorite back - in ~ ~·several 
'days " ~ I . I ~r-~ ,. 
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• 
• 

n :\ Y'.,O'T '"' \ ... - ''l .., _,.....,,,.. 
1.1. .... • l.. • .. .. ...J • • .l!l 'l'f :::; , 

J Dece;n~er 1954 

I 

I 
• 

' 

• 

• 



• 

..... • TH E W.-\Sl:I f:\ GTO~ POST nnd T £:\J -
~~~~ ~ ' - ., .. 4 ... 

•4-

•• 

• 
• • . ... 

• .• . 
• 

• • • 
• • 

• I 
• 

• 

I 

• 

• 

' 

I 
I 

• 

•• 
,\.H OCI'lt e c P~u" 

I .H Plen ri te Right Through the Roof 
\ Jr ... fl .. "' t .. u Rodt~J (crn trr l l"U bru l!f'd Tue~:11 when 
, •ruu \ b v .r m~>t~ort~ whrr h cr:uh~d throutb the roof of 
t"r " '' lacau :: :~ . \ !.1 .. homr. "tll"!!. Rodcr.s is stand l n~ broe:uh 
•It t> h 11 l .. rn l h to rr>of. Ri~ht, holdlnf metro rit.e fra!lllen t., is 

_,._.,_,_"_.,._ c ... ·l ... • "_l_t_w_· ._ '?_: .~\~~h~c:r~:~~f~':..· _ _____ _:.:::::=:_ ___ J 

, , ._ ... ,.. 
• 

_,I"' · - • ,. ~ , ... , , _ _ 
.·....J.J - -~ · - -J. - ---

• , ~ t 

' . -

I 

• 

' 

1\ 
l 

L l \ .... r l' • • 

r . 

l • 
• 

• 

D I I I - .. ' ~ • 

I ~-

-:il=l=f>=l P;-o- r ~,-· t--e-_ ... ::::..-:_-.. 1 

.Birls A re 
C'omino· In 
Rtd" on 'hP nin~>-f)Ounct rn ~: f l"'rit ,. 

thilt plummel <'ri into a n /\ Iaham.; 

II\ i n!f ro(Jm fo11r d,l)" 'H~O .:~nrt 
:.r rurk a hou ... ew tfc>. ''Crt' !lytn!:: 
thlf '< 1nd fa~t Sa rurd;~ , . 

• 

n 11r thp mcrror ir ~> "'PH ,, =1<: np­

r•;,•·rnrh · f!.\ tn:: In"' :tnd <;Jo\\ ­

rount>,~· of rhe L'. S. ;\ tr Force 
Ort trrllf<; at \\'right-P il l t'r>on Air 

Fnrrr h:tsp ";j irf thP rnr k-ori~l nal -
1.'' ~ lart>ri to :trri\:p herr fo r '\n:tly ­

" '" F •1d11y af·ernoon W:\ ~n · t in yer. 
I B•tt t h ,.~· "pN>su m P it '<; f> O r oure. " / 
I t\ tr· Techmcaf Inr Piti~enc~ ccnrer 
, .spt'cmhsrs ''~ II study the mereonre 
I ht>fo rP r<>rurnj n_~r 11 to tr<; mvners . 
;\!r. nnr! 1\ l r... Hew lt>tt J!ocl~cs of 
Sy la c· a11~a . Ala. 

.. . . 
)I 1-:.-\XWHILE, Hodr.{e~ r Poon ed 

rl"rPi\ tr~ :u lea t il brei" fnr :ne 
oh;Pr r tnclurl in)t' ont- f rom the 
E', " "'' tlle •ir.d . l public mu-;t>um 
sa •d to h~> ' 't n "'<Ct'~s nf S.iOOO ' ' 11 
''ill .;•>, h<' .>a id to r h~ hi~ht>st 
h dcl"r . 

:\f r o:. lhd.:<>~ . •. , , .., •. ,.,, .rrwk on 

:n~> h :fl :JI'Cl h:tnrl " ' ' hf' '' "ne '' r-pn 
I~ t'l lllr.~('O lnl() h P r h•lll'•' T•t• ,..ci:t \ 
,, r.~n( nN'{ ., 'l .. , 11" 1 ' .!1 •hjl l ' 1 1 

n•• 1'1\' ••• nt: from hnu ,.,.., • 1d n.• ~·-

f't. ~ ·~. H ,. "- ---

.... .. J~ o ,, .. u ·: .. · ~ """"' .. .... .j... J _._, _. • · · - '-' 

I "- -~ . ~ .. .. - r" ·--

I 
I 
I 
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. '1 eJeorite Right Thr . ._ough the Roof 
• 

~. 'Hewlett B od~es (center) wu bruised Tuesday when 
r H'k by a meteorite which erao~hed throuxh the rooi of 
• ~yl acaug-a .• -lla., home. )Irs. Bod&"es is standinx benea th 

nole in the rMf. Rl~ht, holdicf meteorite !rarment, is 
r e Chell W. D. _-\!hcra!L - " ~ ..,. • ...: 4 . 
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1}[ eteorite -
• 

• 

• I 

Bids Are • 
• • 

• 

Coming In 
B ids on the nine-pound meteorite 

that plummeted into an Alabama 
livin~ room four days ago a nd 
struck a housewife. were flying 
thick .and fa st Saturday. 

But the m eteorite itself was ap. 
parently flying low and slow­
courtesy of the U. S. Air F or ce. 

Officials a t Wrigh t-Patterson Air 
Force base said the rock-original­
ly slated to arrive here for analy­
sis Friday a fternoon w asn 't in yet. 
But they "presume it's en r oute." 
Air Technical Inteliigence center 
spec ialists will s tudy the m eteorite 
before r etumjng it to its o .. vners 
Mr. and ~[rs. Hewlett Hodges of 
Sylacauga, Ala. 

... * • 
1\fEA..VWHU.E. Hodges reoorted 

r eceiving a t least 75 b ids for the 
object including one from the 
Evansville (Ind.) public m useum 
said to be " in excess of S5000." It 
will ~o. he said, to the hi~best 
bidder. "' 

' :1\frs. Hodges, who w<ts struck on 
the hip and hand by the stone when 
!t plum~ed into her hom e Tuesday. 
t'\ conftnE'd to a Sylacau~a hosoital 
rcco\·er:~f.:-om b.:-uiSe$.. a nd nerv-
0 ' ~ s...... ~-- .. 'l . ' 

II Cl • 1 J " "' · -' /""t ' , • I C i • 
• 

• 

DA?:'ON JOU!cu.r . 9 :u.:u.o 
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-u- .., .. ~ .- - -· -- - -- --- ....... .-.. , .cr.ress:;'·aritva.l at l..auuar-
dia P1~~-l!~~P!~~~gel~ w:r. .J.S. 1 zjJ .' rf .!n e is ·their daugh ter, ) IeJincia, 
n~ ~ears old. A·. - •. t~ ' • I 

• 

. -. . ~ 

I l1ere's ·G~ofd in Tna·f Tn.ar f4efeorife 
-~ ·~ , ''"''!d P·us. to keep the m eteorite from tts ?atters l)n Air F o rce Base. D~.r· 

• YLACAt.:G A. Ala .. Dec. 3.- ri;zht!ul owners. ton. Ohio. 
. ., nwners oith.e only me teor· ;\Irs. H odges WA:i on a sofa A colonel ! rom \Vri::;ht-Parte r· 
~ .. r.own to hav tr ck Tuesday when the mnepound· son also tel~phoneri :\1r. Hodges 

1 
" • e 5 u a rock came crashln~ through her and assured him thf> meteorite 

--· • , .. . 
• 

• 
• 

• 

' 

,.., . ·~ D- 1/.:; Y ·_ 
•a .. ' ';-· 

; I I ' -

""---"'he Gets Back i-~ 
The Meteorite I 

That Hit Her: 
hu:"'1ln satd todav they plan to roof. The meteorite badly would be returned. But he 
·P!! <!":e object "to the rughest bru ised her. She e ntued a has· couldn' t say when. ~·asbm~ton, Dee. !1 <U .P.>.-~Irc: . 
· !dc.er' ' and hope to get m ore pttal because of insomnia, she A ;\Iuncie. Ind.. mumoons e~let~ H odges "'M- hn m->teorite 
.~a ;, S3.000. 

1 
• said. factory, the Smithsoruan Insti· a4::k: today· Tne A i r Poree form· 

"'tr. and Mrs. Hewlett H odges The Air F orce now has the tution In Washing on and the lly r etur ned to t.'le ~.!-:1~-old l 
... rl tM, $.}.000· price was sug· stone and sent a message to state museum o! na u ral htstory ylaenuga, Ala., house'\nfe th~ 10-! 

.:1-": .ed-·b~ attor n ey ·Who was Mr. Hodges last" nJght saying jt are. aman~. those - L'lterested in pocnd meteorite t.hnt a:uned 
• - .lged. to:se rheat no-on -;_ tried was being ~rqdied a t Wright· pu:chasing .the ,o.bject: hrou~h the rooi of h~r hom~ ~ov. ; 

- · ;;o and s tr11ck her oo the arm a od 
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.... ,., .. .. • ' .... , ... ., • 
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• • . • ••• • ' . b • • 

• • • 
I 

.. 
.. .. 

~· 

• .. • • 

D AILY N E\VS 
• • 

ROUND TRIP • • 

A lcibarna' s Star N otv 
Closer To Housetvife 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

I 
Tbe D alt• ='"·~ R ur .. au 1 Next week Love adcled the stone 

I tiH .\ lbee Bid,. • · 
I ',\ .\SHL"lGTON, Dec. 10 .• _ The l ~vtll. be .tur~ed . ovPr to th e S(llith· :I' ne-pound, " transient" m~teorite 1 son 1a~ . msu tu u~n for rt thorough 
\\as on the next-to-the-last 1~ ·of I sc1enltf1c analrsts. A Cew days a~o 
.·s tra,:els which sraned when it t~e Sm1thson:an told The .Datly 
lPII from the skies 10 days ago and ::-J_ew~ bureau Jt would no.~ get mto a 

I 
bopped an Alabama housewife on 

1 

btddtng ''~r for the obJect. 
Lht' arm while she was resting. The national museum su~~ested 

DPmocratic Rep. Kenneth A. :\!rs. Hod~es accept .. an ofre: ~~ 
1 Roberts of Alabama said Hue! :.VI ~.JOOO for the meteor w1th a ktss. 
, Love, an attorney from Ta!Jada~a: i1 she .coul~ get it. T~at came 
1.\la. , oblained the m eteori e for from Steg~ted Weng. dtrector of 
:\ Irs . Hulet Hodges, Salacauga, the EvansvtlJe,_ Ind. museum and ~ 

1.-\la . . housewife. in a ceremony in for.me r Day-coP!an. 

• 
I 

I 

' 1:.;; o1fice yesterday. • 1 RPJ'). R obem said the Al~ 
F nrcA turned over th f'l 'ton!'l to 
r.u,·~>. who r epres4"n ted :'\Irs. 
l l nc1::P.s, attfor he ha.d arran~ed 

1 
f•1 r Ia r e turn a we .. k ago. The 
m.- teo r had be~n unde r 'Stl1dy a t 
lht- \ ir TechniC'al Jntellh;en«'e 
1 ••lllPr a t Wrig ht· Patterson j\l r 
r., rre ha_,e in Da.yton. 

:'.! lJ. Gen. Joe \V. Kellv. director • 

I
C'f Air Force lia ison on Caoitol Hill, 
h, rdorl lt over to attorney Love. 

1 t.{~ s ud the Air Force had taken 
•• , , .. ~s1on of it last w~>ek as part 

q.; responsibility fo r "everything 
· h'1 r rails from the skies." 

L l\ F> said :Vlrs. Hodstes plans to 
'II the me teor to the highest 

I
·J, !der. He said several "fantastic 

,: :.r-s · have been receivPd. r anging 

1 
~:-om S2 to $20,000. • · 
- -----""'-- . . 

I 
• • 

• 

-

• 

• • mp. 
.lf~ . H odges is hospita.H:tl!d . 

Her nttorney, Huel }I. Love of 
Talladega, Ala.,. accqted the n one 

• • 

Mn. Kawle" HCM&.a-
Gd• An rJ~ our" m f!t • cnit• 

fn>m ~fa}. ~ J"o~ W . K ei!y in 
tb.e off~e oi R.ep. Kenn.t>th A. Rob­
en '! {D-A.Ia .) 3n.d. :said it wryuJd be 
sold 'o the highest bidder. 

s~••• o.~T 
Lov-e ~id the Bod~es have re­

c~ i\'(.~ "fantastic offers" for the 
meteorite, rnngin2 u~ to $ .. ,0,000. 
He ~aid he WCMald tWill ~ SlOne 
over to th~ Smikilsoui:m Iustitution 
for a tho~u~ scientific analy sis 
before i t is ~fd. ·'""'• 

E. P. Heude t50'1J, associate 
1 <:: m1uhs ocian. tttil a lOT, saHJ tne me-

l t~rite w as the. Wfirst" w rtnessed 
i :1il tba.l e-Te~ s truck a hom an be­
i:1~." It smashed through t he roof 
oi the Hod~ borne a nd struck 
~. ! n. ffoc'~ a s s~ lay on a couch. 

Kelly snid the. AU F ul'ce. took 
:empora.ry tlO~ oi :be stone 
a;; pan of its respo.n:ribtlicy- for 

j ··I:!Yuy\Aiac t.bar · b ib from the 
~Y-,. 

• 
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:·-·· .; .. : ~... Go ~na Cate1i a Fa1.4llg Star ...... t 
. .. ~ ' I 

I ' 't .. I 

·When ,J ohn Donne wrote "Go and. · Wa.sh.in(ton for scientific researcr. The 
' . ~ catch & falling star" be t hought be. wa.s museum, located in Tuscaloosa, says 1t 

creating an .i.ma,ge of impossibility. But wants the .meteorite for display purposes. 
Mrs. Hulett Hodges of Sylacauga, Ala ., Mrs. Hodges, who obviously is~ fo:-th-

:'"h perhaps does.:l't read John Donne r lght woman, says she want;s the meteor-
~ 

(few people...do, these days) , very nearly ite neither .for display nor for research. 
caught 1L .fallinr , star. .Rather, it ,very She merely wants to preserve it , in the 

l;:l:learJy caught her. She was struck on the good old American fashion, as a souvenir 
hlp and hand by a meteorite that. .ripped to talk about when !o1ks drop in. 
thiongh the root or her home while she · Science, or course, must be served, and 
·wa.s taking a nap. It v:.•as only a nine- perhaps some kind of a compromise can 
pound meteorite, -en astral ;. fragment be worked out whereby the Air--Force can 

• • 
:-w:hich the skies will never miss, But to ·· conduct its experiments' and return t he 
'l.!ri. Hodges, 1t is her meteorite, ~er per- . meteorite forthWith t6 Mrs: ·Hodges. In 

• :rao•nal evidence that stars once really fell her turn,·she might be w1mng to lend it 
:On Alabama. . ~ · .r · • • to' th~ museum occasionallr, say on a.l-- . , 

Now .they want to take it away from · ternate ·.sundays. But .it might well .Ot: 
• • 

• :-her ... They" means the Air.Force and the made the law of·:tbe land: any meteorite · . . . . , 
: State Museum of Natural History. The · falling on any person shall belong to 
Air Force bas taken possession of the · said person. Let others z"o and eaten 

· meteorite and ~~·s it , p.tlli be . .sent to,. .their own . .J~ .,ta i~ . . · , ··: 
.. '· ., .:. ~ ... . • •. ~ "t~~ .. ~:--~.c .. ~.,·, ;. ....:.r. ~~-"ln.c.• '·t·' •, •-* • ., •a. §f • ., • • ..- u • • Jll-1' ~_-_T,;; ~ ~.. ..._ - ""\:.'\. ~ ~r..t--·,... . =-- ~--.... .,, • ........ • ~ ... • .. ---., ~ >ll'•· # 
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• • . IN EVANSVILLE • e-4 • - "' ' • • 
• 

· Ex:- Daytoitian Seeks 
. -~_.¥.rs/Hod.ges' ·Met~or -.... ........ ... . . 

• 

· · . . B~· BETIY A. DIETZ pay mo~ than SlOO a pound or a 
: ...Daily 1\'ews Staff Wri t.er total of S900 tor the meteor. 
• n11.. •• ,. ,1" H . , t .• .. It the o"ner-Mrs. -Hodg es-can 

"wen Nrs.. oa~es me eorJLe get a rugher price, she'd bener 
le~ves Dayton s Wnght- Patte:son take it "~itb a kiss," said a 
~r For ce base. i~ may continue spokesman for the Srn.ithsonia.n·~ 
Linder the Dayton m fluence. dh·ision of minerologv and pe--

F or if Siegried Weng. fonner ·trology . The larger the meteor. 
Da~1onian, has his- way , " the star the lower the value. ·he added . 
that feU on Alabama" \\ill wind However , the Smithsonian has 
up in his custody- a t the E vans- o f f e r e d free appraisal of the 
\rille, Ind., Museum of Arts and meteor. 
Sciences. The rock ~'U delivered Mondav 
• • • 
. Weng, d irector of the E,·ansville fo Wright·P•tteNon Air Force b~se 

institution. says m useum offici als where it is beinr stud.Jed ey, Air 1 

are .. up in the clouds'" over the Technic~ Intelligence . center of-
' prospect of acquiring the meteorite fic ials. , . · 

that feU on the Salacua ga, Ala ., • • ~ 

housewife. • · WEf\"G SAID ~e meteor is of · 
; Mrs. He~vlert H~~ges ~·as lying scientltic inte~st for- two ruson5' . 

1 on a' .sofa '" her hvm~. room \\'hen "First, many have been hit bv 
the n me-pound met_erOJte made her meteors before but1 Mrs. Hodge's · 
see star~ last week. Mrs. Hod~es, is the first to survive. 
who5e hlp an~ han~ were brwsed "'Second. the rock "tnaY sub­
b)' the blow, 15 behe\·ed to b~ the stantlate the theory that th -c 
only ~rs?n who was. ever hit by of meteors is verv cold." e ore 
a meteonte and survJVed . ·. \'1"\..e R , ... al ·lm K h · 

"'u n . -"'' co oc . pr es!-
' • • • dent of the Evansville museum 

FOR ·20 YEARS director of the and an astronomer by avocation, 
Dayton A.rt Institute, \\'eng said talked to Mrs. Hodges she \l.'es 
Tuesday 1.11 a telephone conversa- astonished when be asked her if 
tion that the Indiana museum's the meteor had been cold. 
bid of . .SSOOO for the meteorite Mrs_ Hodges told K~ the rock 
sbll tops the list of nearly 100 had been too cold to handle, ac-
offers. An attorney for Mrs. cording to Weng . . 
Hodges also indicated she was · par- Acquisition · of the meteor. should 
ticularly interested in seein& the make the Evansnlle museum a na­
Evansville museum get the meteor. tiona! shrine. Weri' is convinced. 

Dick Cull Jr., writing for The The museum. which has a.n all­
Daily Kews bureau in Washington, public planetarium, one or two in 
Monday revealed that the Sm ith- India.na, is now raisin& tunris for 
sonian m uFeum would like to have new .quarters . V:en~: said thE. 
the heavenly rock. But curators drive has thas ta.r brous:;ht in 
tl,ere admit they e.ren~ t ~ to $4.59,000 &'a inst & needed ~600,000,, -• 
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