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BlG EXPLOSION
REPORTED

ety - i
MYSTERIOUS OBIECT ]
IN SKY

i

1 - —

I .

i (New Zealind Press Adsocintion)
|

GREYMOUTH, February 8, [t |
g rayvsierious exolosion of ‘arrif
aree, and a slrangze object seen |
the sky gver tha Waest Coast this after
Loan, Citisen much specitiatio
|::Ianl...I:uu*_ {he district tonignt. So fa
jLhere has been no explanation of th
’1--‘-"3-_'!31”:?14_"1* nor of the object, wit i
wnien gL apparently was linked.

|' Ht-sp*nn:aiahf onservers at  widaly
lseparated points pave similar descrip

ttons of the object in the SKY. [t was | |

(stated to he cigar-shaped, brigat sil.
ver

-

01

CRERS

i appearance, and travelilinge at
la speed too rreat to estimabe. It

lesteriﬂus Blast appeared to be Joxing altitude as iL:',_

‘moved inland.

- - o . Two abservers—one at Dobson und |
n New Zealand or a e tha

ey | it d

| —
the other at Inchbonnie—ciaimed that | -~
(the object was in two parts, and that | :.-; |
T r 4 " 811 H-"’!' ortto - RI N e EW e -
AUCKLAND, N. Z,, Feb. 6 #.— en tha potiion. Was mus Nivtar a1
wire . ' e oiner., i10e Ject emitted &
A Aysterious expiosion of ter- ldazzling light, J | &
rilie force shook the west coast ' Inquiries tonizht indicated that ‘thei.':c
of New Zealand's South Isiand i!':\:;l!uamn {1r':'111'1':-d anDott o pam. It-:: 1
today. A stranze sily h wasd heard and flelt over an area of ' | = ‘
Mo, hi ‘ Allse Suver snape several hundred square miles, and ! |39 |
Asiing ovarhead at the same ine strange object in the sky was)' |& |
tima was reported. yobserved simultaneously from at 11*;1..-'1 ~
tr e . i1 5 . i ha T 1 ' g
points described tie obi o ey NERRTERRRTY, LT o
3 aescrided the object as ‘and Inchbonnie,
cizar-shaped and emitting a; .~ The explosion was heard by :*‘nuq -5 ]
cazzling l'zght and traveling’ ati -:f;g'?”"-:!iﬁ ”'T'ﬂn“”ir; un;" "tt Mg i
high s |wreex, 20 miles northeeast, it was » -
1,_}:1: DF*Ed: They sald it losg! vinlent as a1 clap of thunder, 'q
a.itude as it moved in.la.nd; : The line of flight of the object wo — 1'
toward the Southern Alps. ! tapproximately south-west to nportl o
The exol | r“‘-*it. It came from over the san ahol -
A1 ARlosion was heard and 10 miles south of Grevmouth and i 1
feit in an area of several hun-l = T

4 course apparently topkx it into th.
red square miles. | ‘{toothills of the Southern Alps, a':.rr;-u\
P P S Do o i o AN SN S (125 miles from Greymouth, 1
An observer at Inchbonnie reported |
|a huge column of smoke in the foote |l

 hills of. the Alps at the time of the|
- explosion,

- — o —

- e s e e e e T — - e——

' I
On londay, February 8, 5here apuearad in Tne lew York Herald

Tribune an 4P report from suklund, New Zealand, saylng that

e
e R . R —

a2 mysterious explosion of terrific force had sheken the west coast "

of New Zeoaland's South Islund the day before. A gtrungs silver

shapes flushing overhead at the gsume tlume was reported. “Observers at

widely separatad points described the objiect as clgar-shaped and
|
enibbting n dazzling light und traveling at high speed. They ssid

it lost eltitude as 1t movad inland toward the Soutiern Llps.7 E

T,e exploslon was heard and felt in an area of several hundred square i

niles."”
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ff‘CTEOR’TE_OR WHA T? : l IH?T;uE? E:T?Erii:ht this light

tseemed to pop out of the sky di-
rectly above us, It looked like a,

Mysterious Green Farebaﬂ el e e e

1 torch.
- - -

B rl U h te n S N ! gh i Ove r i e}{a S | “IT WAS going due south., There

were three of us in the tower. We
of course had the lizhts on, but the
IVLER, Tex., I"Eh 14 (# — A There were unconfirmed reportsias Tar as Jackson, Miss., to the', .0 Jiohted up brilliantly: It was

~hall, its W'Flt'd green light cast- jt exploded or hit the ground, but east and Mineral Wells in west A blinding light, the brightest I

—— e o m R = e e w o om

g a fiery glow over three men ne evidence of it had been found. Texas. ‘ever saw, We all turned and
in an ;Lirnurt control  tower,| Information indicated it was stt' s % & ‘watched it disappear to the south,
finshed like a **huge electric arc'' |spen here and disappeared some about 30 degrees ahove the hori-

r | ‘ h o L & .d ] L i I
across the east Texas piney woods!60 miles south, near Luikin. But, THE MOST vivid account came zon, It looked like a football with
siunday night. . 5 the Weather Bureau at Dallas got lrom J. N. Aber, control tower a short tail. It lasted just a sec-

It was apparently a meteorite. reports of people seeing its glow’ npnratur nt Pmmds Field here, und "

— e i — e ——— — —

T— - e —— - ——— -
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Radioaetive Fiherﬂ
At Horseheads

HORSEHEADS, N. Y.. Feb, 22
M —=Dr. Charles 3. Rutenber,
ciiemnistry professor at Elmira
(Coliege, identified today as radio-
active a curtaln of wispy gray
[uzz that spread onver nart of this
viliaze two days ugo. IHe said the)
fuzz was hadly damaged, sligntly
readioactive cotton fiber. |

YW here the fiber came [om be-|
fore 1% settled on trees, shubbery
and houses Sunday night was a
mystery., Dr. Rutenoer sald tests
shiowed ' that the {iber was ap-
parently waste material of a sub-
stance which had been heavily
camaged in some sort of explo-
8.0N.

Horseheads is a village of about
4,500 population, six miles north
of Elmira in the south-central
nart of New York State. Dr.
tiutenber said the radicactivity
wnas not present to dangerous
dearee,

ihe Atomic Energy Commis-
sion's” New York office doubted
ihat the radioactivity came from
Uriday’s test shot in Nevada. .

_—-A

In one of the three incidents reported in other
months (Horseheads, New York, Febroary 21, 1g55) the angel hair
was identified as waste producets from the local milk plant.

0

1 b +tharas a1l
On February 2#, at Horseheads, N.1,, theT2 11 a

wisny gray fuzz of badly damag=d cotton fibsr. 1T WAS, radioncti7=,

S e el
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LOCATION TN

PSS P (T

ILittle PAmerica,

Huntley, Illinois
Las Vepas, Nevada
}’ar!{:bu:‘g, Pannsylvania
Wiesbhaden, Germany
Pit:bfjelu, Maine .
brooXxlyn, lisw Yorx
Anderson Arg, Guain
Charleston, West Virginia
[ake Okechobez, Florida (CASE MISSING)
Paris, Illinois
Ch=asapeake Bay, Maryland
Edwards AFB, California
' AFE, California
Mattavameag, Maine (CASE MISSING)
Rz2dwo0d Valley, California
Klamath Fells, Orsgon

Civlili

o

 somirg
MRS,

Multiple
Military

Oivilian

'_ |1 'r“""i- Ry

T
..
e B

Avalon, Catalin 5., California st
Salton Sga, California b Al
Lsguna, California (CASZ MISSING Civilian

Hopmilton-Cleves, Onio Ful
Ripley, Califomia Mil
29 Palms, California

Azuza, California

FuroanX, California

San Franclisco, Calit'ornia
Farmingdale, long Island, I'ew YOrk

-

i
7 |
: By

]
-
-

Colorado Springs, Colorado

Fitchburg, Massachusetts (CASZ MISSING) Civilian

Molasto, California (CASE MISSING) Civilian

Montivadeo, Urazuay (CASE MISSING) Civilia:

OCakland, California (CASE MISSING) Civilian
raaltd

Soledad, Californina ir Y.
Sonomna, California e

Ly&hnC (RADAR)
r ..*.11.';: ton, Oregon
Riwhmond, Califoraia (CASE MISSING) Civilian
hnﬁ Jose, California

Bakersi'ield, California

TI-
L‘..r

SHN ‘r"”rif“ , California (CASE MISSING) Civilian
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/UNCLASSIFIED/ 751ST

(C) VE LGHT (D)

METAL (G) BLANK (H) BLANK

.-H_F'--'——-q

b oo L

EAST (A) VERY BRIGHT REFLECTION

..-f,.-_'...ll

EAST . THEN MOVED 58-62 MNPH{ AND FADED

AWAY (E) WENT INTO CLOUD MINUTE

tey

(B) NOC

S5« C(A) GROUND VISUAL

H
3 ) 25
& - = - L

19 FEB 55 (A) 2938357

PRINGS

BLACK PALM S




PAGE TUWO JUPJE 1G

UNEMPLOYED

7« (A) LIGHT BREEZE COOL DRY SUN OVERMHEAD (B) 235 DEGREES AT 4 XNOTS
6EfE FT 368 DEGREES 15 KNOTS 1zZ@6 FT 34() DECREES 25 KNOTS 16G6GA FT
S4@ DEGRELELS 55 KNOTS 202888 FT 33®% DEGREES 55 KNOTS EPPPP FT 369 DEGRELS
o3& KNOTIS 58099 FT 290 DEGREES 6G KNOTS 80092 FT 32% DEGREES 28 KNOTS
(C) NONE (D) 42 MILES (E) NONE (F) NONE

g« NONE

9« MNONE

JOPM ONE T=33 AT 260880 FT JUST WEST OF SITING

11, SENIOR DERECTOR C CREW NO COMMENT ON THIS SITING OTHER THAN
POSSIBLY A HIGH FLYING JET

12+ NONE

BT

J2a/02042 FEB JUPJB
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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

2 Wos Balloon

23 Il'ebruary 1955 Palm Springs, Californian |0 Probobly Bolloon

| 2. DATE-TIME GROUP |4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION - JE. tosiibly Bolicen
' - 0 Was Ai
toral . 2RO02 PSYT ¥3Ground- Vi suel 0 Ground-Radar - F?:bn?l:[;'fitr:ruh
I M T_-ﬂlz Q3227 March _ | 3 Air-Visual O Air-Intercept Radar 0 Possibly Aircrakt
5. PHOTOS 8. SOURCE e At
O Yes 0O Probobly Astronomical
- gl 5 N R S R TR s 2 i S I e 0O Possibly Astronomicol
7. LENGCTH OF CBSERVATION B. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE IR e S TS P
O Insufficient Doto for Evaluation
| ; O Unkn
19 minutes | one stationary i
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11, COMMENTS
{ Round like a star. Orange to red to Possible balloon,
croen, Edges sharply outlined, Sta-
tionary.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEF 52)
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FEBe oy 1955 BETWEEN MAIQUETIA AND MERIDA __ AKEYHOE=1955 P '249) 5 WITNESSESOO

« A FAMOUS VENEZUELAN 0!
FILYERY WAS FLYING AT 7500 FEET BETWEEN BARQUISIMETO AND VALERA. IT WAS A 02

AN AEROPOST AIRLINERs PILOTED BY CAPTAIN =2UEL

o

CLEAR DAY,y WITH VISISILITY UNLIMITED. UNTIL 1115 AeMe THE FLIGHT WAS NORMAL .03
SUDODENLY C,&PTAIN_ AND HIS COPILOT) S« SPOTTED A STRANGE 04

SOUND *APPARATUSH* FLYING SWIFTLY TOWARD THE PLANE. ROTATING COUNTERCLOCKWISE,0S
THE MYSTERIOUS MACHINE SHONE WITH A uﬁ‘*’"NISH LIGHT. AROQUND ITS CENTER WAS A 06

RED RING OR BAND WHICH EMITTED FLASHES OF SRILLIANT LIGHTe ABOVE AND BELOW o7

TH]S BAND WERE WHAT APPEARED TO BE LIGHTED PORTHOLES. | 08
HURRIEDLY CAPTAIN WS CUT IN HIS MIKE TO CALL THE BARQUISIMETO RADIO 09
CTATTIONL AFTED OERADTINAG THF ORIUFCT. HFE WAITFD FOR AN ANSWFPRa BlLIT TWFE 1t A

JUST AS CAPTAIN HAD BEGUN HIS REPORT, COMMUNICATION WAS CUT OFFs) .
it A < TR TN JWENT _BACK TO ALSRT THE PASSENGERS, CEllR CANKED TOWARD __ 14
THE ROTATING UFOe INSTANTLY THE OBJECT WHI!RLED DOWNWARDe THEN, LEVELING OFF 19
1.1 _RACED. _AWAY _AT TREMONDOUS_ _SPEEDe. - A 9

WHEN THE PLANE LANDED. THE PILOTS LEARNED OF THE SUDDEN BREAK IN RADIO 16
COMMUNICATION == NOT ONLY AT BARQUISIMETO BUT AT anLnA. WHICH WAS ALSO 17
RECEIVING THE INFORMATIONe NOT UNTIL THE AIRLINER WAS A FEW MILES FROM THE
____VALERA_AIRPORT_HAD THE RAD!O RESUMED NORMAL OPERATIONe

BOTH FLYERS TOLD REPORTERS THZY HAD NEVER BELIEVED IN FLYING SAUCERSe.

_*BUT_NOWs* SAID CcAPTAIN & _#NOT ONLY ARE WE CONVINCED OF THEIR

EXISTENCE, BUT ALSO THAT THEY ARE CONTROLLED.* THEN HE ADDEDe ¥*THIS WAS THC
___ MOST_SENSATIONAL EXPERIENCE OF MY CAREER AS A PILOTs AND I WILL REMEMBER THE

INCIDENT FOREVER.*

_ THE PILOTS- DETAILED RSPORTs WHICH MADE FRONT-PAGE HEADLINESs WAS FULLY
ONFIRMED BY THE PASSENGERS
411iwk*¥*%}f}ﬂ¢i*&%¥#iikiNiuﬁ%afkkﬂﬁ%i}**%i:&I***i*tiﬁt%:*ﬂfﬂ%ﬁ**%**ﬂirr*f{t&*f?

—-—RECEIVER-HAD Gomzuoiao. (LATER-THE BARQUISIMETO RADIO-OPERATORS -STATED-THAT- . 11
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Brilliant meteors of a particularly fragile structure, which seldom
deposit recoverable fragments, are common in February., Unsur-
prisingly, this month has also produced many fantastic UFO reports.
According to various saucer publications, for examnple, in the nights
between February 2 and February 14, 1955, the skies were thick
with weird machines from beyond the earth.

On February 2 at 11:15 A an airliner flying over Venezuela ob-
served a phenomenon desceribed as ™ a strange round apparatus fly-
ing swiltly toward the plane. Rotating counterclockwise, the mys-
terious machine shone with a greenish light. Around its center was a
red ring or band which emitted flashes of brilliant light. Above and
below this band were lighted portholes.” [2. p. 249] As the pilot
banked the plane, the object whirled downward, leveled off, and
raced away at tremendous speed. The flyers told reporters that
although they had never believed in flying saucers, they now were
convinced of their existence and of their being controlled. After
excavating the few specific facts buried in these dramatic interpre-
tations, we recover a classic description of an ordinary daytimne
fireball: a flaming red body swrounded by greenish gases, breaking
up into fragments that burn up in a brilliant flash. Three nights
later, on February 5, the ocean liner Vera Cruz (time and position
not stated) supposedly reported that a “huge, luminous craft, cruis-
ing at fantastic speed,” had passed above the ship [2, p. 250]. On

s —

the night of February 7 the pilot of an Eastern Airlines flight over

Florida saw what “looked like a ball of fire, ten or fiftcen feet in
diameter™; three similar objects “much brighter than aircraft flares”

- i
)

were sighted in the same area between 7:55 and 8:35 r.ar |2,
p- 255). On February 11 a Pan American flight between Miami and

New York (time and position not given ) was passed by “two strange

reddish-green objects.” [2, p. 259] On February 14 shortly belore
midnight a swiftly moving “weird” green fireball was scen from
Texas to Mississippi, so blindingly brilliant that it lighted up a whole
roomn [2, p. 200].

Not one of these descriptions provides enough factual information
to allow positive identification, but every one {its the usnal meteor
pattern. It is hizhly probable that all these “UFOs™ were merely

metecrs.
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The (Christehnureh Star-Snn. Alandavy Feb. 7, 1955 ‘

i Coasters
\atartled by |
Yieteorite

| 0.c. GREYMOUTH, To-day.
»  [Excitement ran high in man
' parts of the Coast vesterda
al an object which made a brie
| flight through the skv ahou
five o'clock and disappeare(

low rumble of thunder occurred,
was causaed by no more than o
commuon meteorite, it is helieved.

Yesterday reports from separ-
uie parts of the Coast gave ihe
ohiect differing shapes and dif-
fering aititudes, some holding it
s0 low as to be seen hidden
Lahind trees,

plosion™  which
harpness like a V-bomb or a
lonid clap of thunder, but to
| ;nost, the noise was like a low
roll of thunder, startling in the
hrililantly fine day. but which
seemed to set the ground faintly
trembling. "

That the obiect disintegrated
on contact with the earth's at-
mosphere, as i§ common with
nieteorites, and did not approach
the earth even closely, is indkc-
ated by a Greymouth man who
was driving a car from Christ.
church to Greymouth vesterday.

At five o'clock. when at Cass,
e saw the object. It was only
mall, he said, moving north
 and high above the alpine chain.

Altitude 1000001t

mit its altitude at not less than
YO OUOfE,
 Alter moving high in the air
it exploded in a puf of smoke.
t lnoked lixe a 15 Ad rocket
moving rapidly, ke =aid.
This report discounts com-
vletely any suggestion that the

—_——

qound or that part of it came
to earth in the foothills, The
senort also places the object in
he area in which it was seen
* Coast residents—in line with

"1 ke Tirunner.
Many who did ot see any
izet in the sky nevertheless
boardd an explosion which s

doresd to have followed the dis-

| Lppearance,

|- Many cricketers, fishermen,

jnnd staer sportsmen in (rrey-

| 5

mouty,  Rotomanu, Brunner,
| "lapahoe, and :even \Yestport
 heard the noise. [t very clesely
r2sembled a long roll of thunder,
'not’ particularly loud or sharp.

shortly before a sound like the

Some reports give the “ex- |
followed, a |

He is a former pilot, and he |

ohiect approacned close to the |

| anv subsequent noise which was

._}!

It was, nevertheless, distinct
and many people were left with
the impression that the ground |}
trembled with it. They nointad
out that had the meteorite disin-!
tegrated on reaching the earth’s
atmosphere at some poiat ll‘l-'i-‘t‘.
the Coast, it is possible the per- |
ciission could have caused shock
waves in the atmosvhere which
might have been felit and could
have given out the rumble re-
ported {rom many widely sepa-
rated spots.
Obhservation Difficult

| |

It seems that people some |
miles south of Grevmouth who |
first saw the object come into |
sight, glowing with a bright sil- |
ver light, and who saw It move
beyvond their vision, did not hear

e T

S—" [—

.

generally heard in the north. i

It was pointed out ‘o-day that )|
it is very difficult for ground
obsarvers to pick the altitude of
a hizh-flving object or to esti-
mate speed,

Meteorites are not uncommon
sights on the Coast, but are
mainly seen at night,

It {8 thought yesterday's
meteorite was bigger than the
usual * shooting star” to have |
been visible in dayvlight. |

Very f[ew meteorites ever
reach the-earth’'s surface, thougn
there is a record of three or four
having done so, including one
which landed on a house {n the
United States within the past
few months.

!
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tight"” hizh in the sky and

FLASH® ALSO .
SIGHTED AT
ASHBURTON |

N.C. ASHBURTON, To-.day.
At least three reputable
business men in Ashburton to- ||
slay reported seeing what they
eseribed as a “very hrilhant |

———

travelling towards the Socuthern
Alps, apout 5 p.m. yesterday.

The sighting of the object, or
licht, which, according to one |
of the observers, was iravelling |
at a phenomenal speed, coin- |
cides with the time of thel)
“mysterious explosion” re- |
ported from West Coast centres
yesterday afternoon

One of the hisiness men sald |
that he was with g party ol
swimmers on the Asnburton )
River, just below the 1town,
when he saw a bright flash in
the sky ahove the Alps, Al
though he drew the attention.of
his companions fto the “Hash”
they rdid not see it

Magnesinm Flare

““* Tt was like a pright mag
nesium flare,” he said this morn-
inz. *“ But. instead of going up
into the sky, it was falling
towards the hills," | |

Another man reported 5eeing |
a ** very bright light " travelling
in the weastern sky ahbove the
Alps at 456 p.m. yesterday. It
was travelling at an extremely
high speed In what appeared to
him to be a north-westerly direc-
tion. He was unable to estimate
jts heizht and was not able to
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identify its shape accurately this |

morning. |

A third ohserver reported that |
he saw a “bright light” in the|
' skv _over the Southern Alps at|
about 5 p.m. vesterday. He did |

not take a great deul of notice |
i

of it until he read this morning

!
1

of the " explosion” on the \\‘H;_-EE

Coast.
i
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