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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD \ 

~--~------·------------~~~~·~~--------------------~~~~~~~--~-----~ . 2. LOCATION 1~. CONCLUSIONS 
• 

1J<Xwas Balloon 
25 June 55 Hillcrest Ilelg,"tts , Haryl u.nd D c <Prabahly Balloon 

1-----.:....~.......;___;::.;:. ______ ._f-7:..:::==::~-=-:-::-:=:=-7;;;:;:t-_:..:.;;..:.::..._~=~---:--l 0 Possibly Balloon 
3. DATE•TIMI OJtOUit 4. TYPE Ofl OBS!RVATIOM · 

[j Was Aircraft 
Local-------· ----- tPGrounci-Vhual 0 Ground·Raclor 0 Probably Aircraft 

GMT , 26/0~:L~ 'i~ ( N) 0 AI~Visuol 0 Alr•lntercept Radar 0 Possibly Aircraft 
I~S.=--::P~H~O~T;::,O;;S;::==:=::=::::!:::~:=:====:...-!-6r,.,SO~)ffiiUR~CWE..:..:.::..:.:... _____ ~~~~=---·--j 0 Was Astronomical 

0 v •• 
*~· 

• 

civili3n & mi.lit.ary 
0 Probably Astranom1cal 
0 Possibly Astronomical 

7. LEHOTH Ofl OJS!RYJ\TION 

7 Min 

8. NUMBER OP OBJECTS 9. COURS! 

l E 

0 Other·----------
0 Insufficient Data far Evaluation 
0 Unknown 

10. BRI!fl SUMM.RY OP SIOHTIHO 11. COMMENTS 

A\-Taiti ng 4602d AISS evaluation . -
7/22/ )5 - Pr ob Ball . 

Round . Yel lovlsh , very bri lliant hacl a 
t r a i l 4 to 5 t imes the l eng·th of object. No 
s ound . Someti mes stopped J t hen "osci llated ," 
t hen moved off at h igh speed. Errat ic 
motlon. 

yfJC Bal loon r e l eased from Si l ver Hi l l 
HX Ob:.e rva tor y . 
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ATJC FORM 329 (REV 26 BRP 52) 
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AF FORM 112-PART II • 

r\r•rRO'.'EO 1 JUNE Ji4l · 

• A'R JNTELL;GENCE INFORMATION REPORT· 
rkOM {..t ., ~nr') 

Flieht :3-H, t.600d- AISS P- r~ 'Th:-ee 
PAr. E OF 

3H-UFOB-6-5 5 
9 • 1---------------·-- -----.l..----- ---~------·:- - -------------- --·---­-
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I. SOU:lC~ 

• 

• 

• 

' • 

• 

.Addres iller est Heights ,::aryland 

• 

Occupation: ;·.dr:tinistrative Ass 1 t 
• 

Education: Collogs Gr~duate 

• 
. . • 

(Wash). 

• 

:~u ~\Lific :\tions: Good ~ision and above averae e ·intelli genca 

II. REU JWIT.I T!! Good • 

' 

. ) 

• 

• 

III. SOU'-CE' S DSSCRIPTICm OF SIG?.TiliG: SOTJ :1C1~ had been standing in ths 
driv<:r11ay of his ho::te ·when his son brought his attention t o a. str <:tng e object. in the sky. . , 
The first i.J!lpression was that it rright have can.e fron. a l a nding gear of' n.n aircraf ~ , I 
l:owever., the absence of noise seef!'..ed t o rulo this out as a . possibill ty. The t-ine o.f r.he o 
ori::;inal s~hting ·,·ms 10:43 P . -.t. !::D 'i'. A brilliant rEd ball of light l'Jas pa ssing overhea. 
from east to ·west at w}k1.t. SOU:tCE esti..11a.tod t o have been 2000 t o 3000 feet. There ·was no 
··/isable out line of the obj ect nor \'Ja s there any trail of exh2..ust. There v1~s a l s o no 
sot:r..d of aircraft aloft in the fl.rea, which is extremely rare. 

SO~RCE further cstir1ated the object's course to have been on a d irect 
lir.~ from A.."'tdrews AFB, ~ii., to ·.~:·a3l~ngton Nat'l. 1\irport~ It contin ned on t his c ourse l 

until dL:~ctly over ":.'ashington Nat 'l, cihere it hovered fo r t en t o fifte en ·!!econcs. As t .~ 
op~ect h ov ere<4. i.ts li ;.;ht~],inked· off for a;?p_roxL'!i\tel y-:tbree-~econcl s,' ".hen c .::r::~ back ·o , , 
~ l~.f.t._!~g cou.rs_e a_Q_.r_gp_tJ_y_9_Q':_ to _tlJ?.._.l.!l.lt . As the obj.act proceeded now on n s outlT:~est.arl 
course, SOURCE ca lled next door fo r Eaj. Curdes to come .outside [l.nd help i dentify t.he 
object. It. then shifted di~··~ctlon3 se'{eral ti.nies as i t_ r_Q~ g_~j~ll.r~ disappear:ing 
finally into the overc ast,. The phenomenon ;~tJas observoo for a J:~riod o·f t en ~utes • 
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· ----·------------------------------------------------------------------------~ • 

r·~ r£ : ftfl'~ D(;CU:.I::.N T COifr,\1~ ·; 1 1'1 1-0RM,\TIO~ AI- FECTIW; fi- E rli\T IOa'ML N:I£N!jE 0~ THF" UNITCD 3T.\f~S .V Il HIN THE ~,u:,\ N I~G OF TH~ ESPIO~..V;E ACT, !A> II 5 . C -
' 31 / .. l;) - ~ ".S A ~·lc. iHJFO. I fS TR \f'i.)I•W~c; lmf Ofl THr.: f•C.'VELHIO N OF ITS CO:ITaHS IN A"t V IAViN~R TO 1\'i Url~tJTYO~ ' lEO PERSO N l:i PPOHI:JJT;.:o ~IV l ~'N. 
1 

IT M'\'( WH nE f)f-:?HfJCUCEO IN '.'iHOLC 0~ IN PAr1T, HY OT! iE.H THAN U'IITE•) $-r.\T~.$ AI R roRCE b,Getr. IES. f.XCF?f fW PER~JSjJQ~ OF TilE IJ IP:::CToq CF • • 
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f,l'l'r~ · ''" 11 1 JIJNI?_l ,_.. 

l~tR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 
~------------------------~---~----·------~~~~~----------------·~--------~--~~~---------------•L=-· P. t:ronr :-. J. P.1.rt Four 

"1 
f , n .,, (. ~· ,, ·n 

Flight. 3- H, h60.2d AISS 3!-:-UFOB-6-55 
--------- -------- - -------· - --- --· -----·---- . -· --- ·-

SU!'PL:Z!.f~i\lTA :lY INVJ~STIGATIVE EFFO~tTS : 
• 

1. A check with the Air 1'l:·:U'fic Control Cent er :· t '.'.'~"nrLLn~ton ~kt~,ion ~l .\i r:--... 1r1~ 
:r· ,~v0~lcn t.hat t.he only informtion ·.o~hic h t hey had on the UFOJ w:'..:J ''Jl~lt h'l · ~ been rcl.::.:,.·•.:d r. 0 

· ~h ~i:. by ~:rJ.i· Gurdes . They h:).d rec~ived no confir--n.ti on -..~ltht-1!' fror,l t.b.-~:i.r u··i tc or fr.)r:t 
·ny ::- arround1r~3 r adar in;;t-'ll1'ttions . 

• 

2 . Th·' Ass ' t. Operrttions Officer 0.t Andre~·~~ AFB 
no~attve. 'Ihe .:1bov~-ref~rred officer contnc tc~d th~ l occ:.l 

\Wl:J con t(• ct~~d . Confirr.1r1.ti on r • · ~ = . 

I • _.. ne L;t v~ ve r0 po n~ s • 
• 

3. J.~j . Springer and CJpt. Cusey :\t Bollin~ J,!;'J 
con !~ir.:.ation of tLe .June 25 slJht.ing . Cap t . Ca!Jey h~lped 
Center at \".'ashL"1gton N'ltlon~~l , v1hich '\IC\s un~ble to offer 

• 
t\C8.-.~; Det ,nc.~ unit , c;.ch r:,i ~,i:t~ · 

Ope!'~ t.i ons rc port-: ri nc6 ·~ t i v ~ 
cont.:!ct the Fll;ht 3 ,~ 1·"ri.c ~ 
nny confir!tl~'l ticn . 

1._. A phone call to Capt . Grny , A~s ' t . Supt . of tho ·:;a3hi_n~; l:.nn l!:1. vt1 ~)boorv~:.tocy , 
rc"~ ~tl~d that no UFOB ' s had b P-en sirhted by his faculty for ov e r a year . ?.e sultG nG,::::~t t.i :-e . 

I 

5. The I:irec t or o.f tho Geor c eto"r"fn University Observ~.tory ~A: a s conb1..c t ed but -.·ia3 
u.n:..bl:! to 3 i ve confiri!~ tion. Their observ.3.ti ons on the n.i~;ht of 2 5 June had been r e stri· 
.:;(i to l ess th e.n a n hour due to a heavy overcast . 

~~- I 
I 

1 
6. f. ch ock with the Silver .Hill_~'!eather Observa tory(H.illcrest Hdi[jlt8 , ~~d .), 

l ()c:1!:.ed approxi mately .five blocks fron t.he c:rea of first s l ghting of the Ufun, produced 
t ile fo llo;ving .infor.r.-ation: Nc:u'lcly, th.'l t t·w~ce d.:?.ily, 050J ;•:S'I' ~1nrl 2200 EST , ~·1e (lthe.c 
bHllocn.3 are r eleased fro:.l thoir stati on . One of t::ese ball~ons Lad br.)t;~ ~~1·:!:' sed .~l. .. ... 

~~~out 18:45 ~:JST , 25 June 1955, conta i..ni~S a s.~]J._, b~!-gr}t --o.r;nosi.LQ..li.~-~ · Th'J t:; L'ound 
,,·,2.nC:s a t 10:45 E:DST \'lere 7 Knots ~:tst. (Fro:~ t!1e ~~st) !~t 2000 1 t :-,e 11i.nrl :.·:as fro . .1 tho 

~ . ' 
r E. :\t 6000' the wind had shli'ted to th~ ! iii . Such ;·:in<i conditions c ould c?sily l~ve 
c.:.tr~ ·icd th0 ~alloon along the nppro.ximate path of the Ut1id€:f1tified obj ect . 

7. The Bal t imore Filter Center was contacted but no information could be fumi h­
ed on the J lll1e 25 sieh tinz . 

I 

' 

8. The Ground Obset·ver Corps Hck:!. in the Pentago n vsa!; c ontacted . Resulto ne~~t~ ve. 

9. Both the Proces sing Br--:tnch and D?J> o.f DCS/OPS , Hd·1 . USAF \•;erP. contacted but 
results were negative • 

• 

10. Col. r:~~son at the Connand Post, ! ld· ~ .USAF -;:as called b."f telcpr.one, but as ide 
fro~ the info rrr.ation which ~ ~J . Curdes had relayed to hLrn :1othing a r: ditional i".ad ~en 

t 

I 

I 

por ted to hi~ office in r~gard to tl:e June 25 sigh tin~~~ 
, I 

11. Fin3.lly, the LCS/I ,1.~~TS,Lt/Col. i?body,. r:as inte rviev1ec1 at \nclre?t8 l~8 . re : 
surrendered a copy o.r hls report, of the .incident to t.b ~~ /~602rJ AISS L1vestigating Office .~. . , 
Froin conversations which he had had w:tth t he a uthoriti:ds :) t the Sllver Hill ~·.'eather Sto. l · o~ 
rczarc!.ln ,~ v.eathar· r..nd 'r'Tind c or.di tions ~t. the. time of Lh:; rolloon 1 a rcl caze (10 :L~)~fl~T 25 ! 
·! u..rta 1955)' , Lt , Col. Phodcs c oncluded th: t the UFOB siJ h t cd could rnve b ot'!n thi:::; Vt'~ r:/ S.:l.i : 

o::Uloon . . . J 
. I 

. ' . 
• 

• 

• 

L-------~--------·---· ---------------------~-------~~~~1 
,.. •111Ec "'l'" '[" \' 1 Hit' T ' .. '" i\ ' 'I NG 01· rHr r- 1"C"I v.- ,., ~n " '' 1• I'JTE · I ii•SI-')C'UM=Nf L0117.\!:J~ I ~lr0n'-IATICN.\!-!Ft: rl :l":; riiE t .Ai'IO't ,\L I.t Fn; ~r Oi-TH- ll· ) • · ' 1 ' ' · · ~ • ' • • ·• '" ~-r 

1
; 

1
: ·, ''( ·, ., • 
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1. The opinion of the Prcpa.rin8 ·Officer is that the UFOB si~hting of 25 J una 
wa s in fo.ct. the si6hting by several observers of a ·weather b~llooo being co.rried :~.loft 

• 
through shl!ting currents of air. It is further the opinion of this officer that the 

• 

• 

• 

Ua.lloon sighted by the several observers in Hillcrest Heights,L:aryland was the s ·J::-.e 
·which ,.,as released by the Silver Hill Weather Observatory at approximately 26/02452 J u5 • 

a. The objec.~ ~ .~:general appea~ce 
d-,;ceptiva to the observers on the grolUld. 

und behavior see11 to have been. very 
•• • 

~-· 

' 

• 
• 

(1) 
~ .,. - ' 

First , the object's ap~nen~ ·speed oaemed to ~:ul~ out all possibi4+ty 
of its beinJ a balloon. I!ov.ever , this could ea sily have been the 
deception created by the balloon's lo'\'f oltitude at t he t i.':la it v1as · 
first observed. -

• • 

• 

(2) The obj~ct '.s altitude .could easily have been !tlisinterpreted b' the 
observers on the ground sL'1ca the absence of art'y sound being emitt· 
frcm it , in addit.i.on to the fact that it y;as nightfaJ J and the . 

' . 
' 

• 

) 

I 

I 
• 

. object ·was suspended in space, would hav13 made it virtoolly .i'nposs 
for an observer on the ground to have r;ccurately estir.ated its 

bla 

altitude. r 
• • 

b. All seU~S when info mad of the coincidence i n time o ha..-.rolease 
of tre Siver Hill Observatory balloon and their sightin~· _of thej UFOB con.f.erred>that 
the two objects could ·well ha va been one and ~.he same. · . i ~ 

All:JSOURCE3. viere' aware· of 'the 
to their observation posts in 

(2) SO~..S- generally acknowledged this t)fficer' s belisf :that: the . 
sporadic actlon of the objec.t can be explained by the constant · 
shifting of wind cur~nts at various altitudes dur.L'16 its ascant, 
and that the br.~]l~ant light observed on the object could easily 
have been tha glow·· fran the Jnagnasiu.'Ll light attached to the Silve 
Hill balloon. -· 

• • 

l 
I 
I 

I 
I 
1 
I 

I 

. . . ~ . .. - l 

~I 

I 
I 

. t 

• 

• 

(3) 'l,he searchlight beam neutralizing pheno.mnon ":.Yhich 1·tas noted in t e \ 
or:igina~ . 'IT message vas ·what the ·.HilJc~est Heights _obset"lars ..... 

1 
seei'!led to see~ yet in fact it ves probably caused by aiiwrtising c:.14 
s e?-rch] tghts in the city sorre 10 miles away •. \. clicking on and of j 
at the source of light or a sudden po·~t9r failure a t the source mi:ht ! 

• 

have given the effect of their being neutralized to 2.n observer 1 
miles a".'Jay • 

· c. In t.l-te absence of any posi ti ·v-a radar or othe r con.fir-.u:a tion of the 
na ture of the object sighted, and in view of the overwhel::U.ng coLYlcidence s urrolL"lding 
r el ease of the Silver ![j 11 ','jea ther Obse'r..ra tory balloon on the night of. 25 J ';l.!l~ 1·155, 
:t.hic Officer concludes that the phenomenon obserled vta.s the ascent of the Sliver Eill ·-
·;;~ather balloon. 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CH.\R1.~S L. BE~tt. C3a 
2/Lt, USAF 
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I. SOURCE: Lt/Col, USAF 
• 

Office: 

Hoene AdcL.-ess: !iillcrr~st Heights, 1~rylnnd 

Age: 38 
• 

Occuplti.on: Lt/Col. 1 USAF 

Education: College Graduate • 

• Q t~)ifications: Senior Pilot f 'l 
··' 

II. r3LIABILITY: ~xcellent 

III. SOURCE 13 DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTINGt (The fcllowiP~g i s a verbatim account) 
\ 

' 

I 

\ 
I 

l 

I 
i 
} 

! 
~ 

• 
I 

I 
I 

" On 2 ~'t appraxl.t:a tely 10: 45pn (EDST), my wife and I YJ9 re v.l •,L I 
l.t.~-

~trs. at their Hillcrest H • At approx.ilnat..., ..... ...~ 
1--.v :45, a n~ighbor of thd Mr. , called l:la. j • to cqua outsida 

I . 

b~::-vs a n object in the sky, which Hr. Ztn .. lfalt didn't or couldn't identify. ;'Ja all went 
itslda and loo.< ,~d. 1'be objeot was a yellow light in the sky, which 1~s moving from East to 
~~st, then 5'~1, and ooving t,·ery rapidly. It see~ to stop and hover for about ona minute 
t.h~ move to the left~SW}. There Wt3re no airpl31les flying a t this ttma . The sky ·was ove ........ ast 
,., _,._ ~a i .J.. V'd Lt:> -. s&.,.ea-tdoGhs OQ.V!:tl~~e, vlslblli ty ever fift.e~n mU~s- 1.rr&.3 ~ t.ha ove::-ca.st . The 

• I 

•'"'u j ~ct, seemed to oa controlled, because it s eemed to hover for awhil e and then move . ·The 
1.:u... ze ~ -:-.d si1ape ca."l onl.1 be guesaed at. It was round or at least resernbled a glO'.-tins li g;.i. 

•J]c . I l ooked at my- ~i:?. tch a s soon as I s tepped out.:;ld ·~ and it r ead 10:46. THe all obse 
bject for approxi.Jr.ately six minutes, afte r ·,-:hich time tha object dis::tppeared.u 
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31 M m JZ. A'3 AMl!NOE.D li S l HAN~:-.t b:,luN Oft THE REVEL ATION ()r ll S CONTENT$ IN ·\tl 'l' '·I', MH ~~ T. , -4 l, "<~ tJTK,)R I / 1 1. PE ~ .0~ IS Pr...)dlfiiT(:) 3Y !..:. N. 
n · '·4 A.Y MJT PC IHPI'ODUCED UI'\'IHQLE Ore IN PART, UY OIHI::R Tt~AN llfllrCO ~>TAll:<> An r c:.c r AG;.,. ·rL::; , .:XCE Pl !'! Y Pt.~M J::. :l t O" OF 71!E DIRECTCqOi' 
r: llrJU :l NLL. I ~ ~·AF. 
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I. SOURCE: 

• • 
1 

Office: Office of rcanpower & Organlza ticn, H.A TS Hdq., Ar!drew3 
, 

lJaryland. 

Ho.rre Addres!l 
\ 

Age: 35 

Occupation: ~.'!aj or, USAF 

Education: Threa years ciblleg-a 

Cltalifications: Senior Pilot 

II. fl&LIABILITY: E..~c9llco t 

' III. SOURCES DESCRIPTIOU OF SIGH 'ITNG: 

' 
' • 
' • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

II We had ju.st finlshed dinndr ond r.ad begun '.'latching television on the 
evening of 25 June 1955 ln rcy hor."'e in Hillcrest Heights., Wasn~n 2l,D.C,, --.·!hen ou.:-
n':dt;hbor, Mr. , knoc~<:ed on th~ door an.cl yelled f0~ us to cor.'~ outside to obs~rve 

I 
l 
I 

scmethlng {a flying o!Jject), which Y!e r~i:;ht b:! abln to l'"!.~ntify. --~.)!'3eU', Col ~- cL1d 1 

-~ -~-'!3':.J ·:~~nt cu.: cq _ t}.J f:::~';Cl~ 13. \'1.0. and. I .. .!J...;.l~dii-".tely ch0~"eg- m~ ... V"Iac.ch.. It ·vtas -10:h5inl;?;.i3...,..1r.~- ·~ 
· ·~ 0l\ '. ; u b:~ijlt., JBll.ow1..!$h-cranr;e vb.j ~ct,, ct9prox1::1ately 70 elevation, tr!lveling n. t, greli i 
!:Jf.>e~d in a zigzag coursl3 to the 9outhwest. It 8topped and: .ho,rered once, then circled a.nc 
depr:ccted .in a straif;h t lin-e due we:3t:.. It ~p.tJea;t-ed to G.ve~·~ the vicinity of >:ashL"lgtoo 
~latiO!)Al Airport from our JX>sition as it disappeared into t he ovarcaat, a.t about 30° 
elevation. ~'ihen it had di sap~..ared, I again chac:.-:ed my wa.tch Md lt was 10:51 P .. ~.f. EDT~ 

I 

I , :I 
I 

The object a t no time er!li.tted ~ny noise, nor di~ it cha.nga color or 
intensity. It app3ared to have a trlanr~r-shaped tallcone attached to . ;~~ .. ~und object 
ths size of a grapefruit. Both the tail c one and the circular part of t he light ,_'I ere of 
the sa.me color and intensity. At no t.L-:1e did this object changa color, nor did it. ap~a 

• 
I 

I 
I 
I 

to r,ct larger or smaller from the tiae of my first observation unt.il it disapp3a~d into 
the overcast .~1 
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• 

• 

\ 

• • 

• , 

• 

NOT£: TillS UOCU 'AfNf Cf)NT,\JNS INFOF~MATION AFFFCTING Ttl~ N''rtON~I. OHENSj; OF rttE UNIED '5TATI~ '.VITHIN THE Me.-.Nt•IG OF THF f:SPION~<;F 1\CT. !jl) IJ 5 C;·-
311\N[) .2. AS A14ENDt:D. ITS H<AN<;MI<;SION t>n J'ltE REVFI.ATtnN OF ITS ~ONTO::.N rS IN ANY :<1AN~l-R TO AN U N\lJTI~uR:7~n r:-rt~~·~j J.'Pf)h i ~ TF.D •1"f '-"'!!· 
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