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‘1. DATE | 2. LOCATION 12. CONCGLUSIONS

25 June 55
3. DATE-TIME GROUP

B Was Bolloon

Hillerest H::-j_p'ﬁ ts, Maryland D( {Probably Balleon

4. TYPE OF OHS!HVATION

o Possibly Balloon

b7 . O Was Aireraoft
= ISR N e, B-Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar O Probably Aireroft
B | 2 TARTE A ) — 26/02L57, f ) O AirVisuol O Air-Intercept Radar D Possibly Aireralt
s. pHotos |6 SOURCE D Wos Astronomical
UP\'II + O Probobly Astronomicol
ﬁ‘f&\q“ civilian & military S D Puulbly Astronomicol
7. LENCTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D Other s
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
T Min 1 B 0 Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING " |v). COMMENTS

Round. Yellowish, very brilliant had a
trail 4 to 5 Tlmms the length of object. Ijo
sound. Sometimes stopped, then "oscillated,™
then moved off at high speed. Erratic

motion.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 BEP §52)

B e B e B e e

Avaiting 46024 AISS evalustion. -
T/22/55 - Prob Ball.

WX Balloon released from Silver Hill
WX Observatory.
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I. SOURCE: g~

AddrasQiillc rest Heights,larylandg
hge: DOk
Occupation: Administrative Ass't m (Wash).,
Education: College Graduate
wualifications: Good vision and above average-intelligenca

II. RELIABILITE: Good

III, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTICN OF SIGETING: SOURCE had been standing in ths

driveway ol his home when his son brought his attention to a strange object in the sky,
The first impression was that it might have come from a landing gear of an airerafi,

however, the absence of nolise q._.amad to rule this out as a possibili Lty. The time of thelo

original sicghting was 10:43 P.i. DT, A brilliant red ball of Lizht was p'.l.-_.&mg ove rheay
f rom east to west at what SOURCE estimated to have been 2000 to 3000 fa2et. There vas no

visable outline of the object nor was there any trail of exhzust, There was also no
sovnd of alreraft aloft in the area, which is extremely' rare.,

SOURCE further estinated the oblect's course to have been on a direct
lin2 from Andrews AFB, !d,, to “ashington Nat'l, Airports It continued on this couras
until diprectly over .'a..,hinsrt.on Nat'l, where it hovered for ten to fifteen seconds, Az the
opject hovered, iis li.h,uu...al.m.wd- mf for avproximatel y~three-seconds, *hen comd back n
shifting course abruptly 90° to ths lart. As the object proceeded now on a southuesterl
ccur-se, SOURCE called next door for aj. Curdes to come outside and help identify the
object, It then shifted di:"“Cul{}f‘S several times ag it rose gradually, disappearing

=
—

finally into the overcast, The phenomeron was observed for a period of +m 2lnutes.
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INTE: THIS COCUMENT CONTAINS INFCRMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES MITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 1) S, ¢ -
31 AHD A2 AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMPESION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHQR!ZED PERSON I3 PRCHISITED HY Law,
IT MAY KOT DE REPROCUCED N WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIPECTDR OF
[N TELLIGERCE, USAF,
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1. A check with the Aly Traffic Control Center ot Vnghincton Natlional

A3 .,

Al 1] ar.
revealed that the only information which they had on the UFOB was what had Leen relayed{to |
ther by iaj. Curdes., They had received no confirmation either from
ny surrounding radar installations,

their utits or {rom

r-

2, The Ass't. Operations Officer at Andrews AIB was contocted. Conflirmation ricjoil
negative, The ﬂ.bove-r-ef-;,rred officer contacted the local ACE Det,0CA: unit, ench glvine
negavive reports.

3. Maj. Springer and Capt. Casey at Bolling AF3 O

y n 3 Operations reportad negative
confirmmation of the June 25 sighting. Capt. Casey helped contact the Flisht Service
Center at Washington National, which was unable to offer any conflirmation,

Lo A _;,hone all to Capt.Gray, Ass't. Supt.of the Viashington Naval Cbeervatory,
revealed that no UFOB's had been sighited by his faculty for over & year, Hesults negative.

5« The Lirector of the GCeorgetown University O‘.Jrﬂrv“tary #as contacted but was
unable to glve confirmation. Their observations on the nizht of 25 June had been restridi
a3 to lens than an hour due to a heavy overcast.

I_;-—- |

6+ & check with the Silver Hill Veather Observatory(Hillerest Heights,lid, Y
locabed approximately five blocks from the area of filrst slghting of the UFURB, prod uced
the following information: Namsly, that twice daily, 0500 ..51 and 2200 ¥ST, :a':w_r,‘m.g
'r;:.l.l.omd are released froa thelr station. Cne of ti:ese ballsons had bern eolazsed at
about 10:45 tUST, 25 June 1955, containing a small, _brignt '"il.f' wsj‘_l;;:l light. Tha ground
winds at 10:45 LCDST were 7 Knots Gas Last, (qu the Eﬁ.‘]u) it 2000 the ]

he W i was fram the
NB. :‘\. 6000 the wind had shifted to tha W, Such wind conditions could casily have

carried the palloon along the approximate path of the unidentified object.

7. The Baltimore Filter Center was contacted but no information could be furmidh-—
ed on the June 25 sightingz.

8. The Ground Observer Corps Hdz. in the Pentngcm vag contacted, Resulbs negative.,

9. Both the Processing Branch and D%D of DCS/OPS,Hd7y,USAT were contacted but
results were negative .

10. Col., }ason at the Comand Post, Hd*}.USAF was called by tﬁlcphone, But astda

from the information which aj. Curdes had relayed to him nothing additional had been ar.:%
ported to his office in regard to the June 25 sightingz. |

11, Finally, the T;CS/ ,JATS,Lt/Col, ithody,- vas interviewed at Andrews AFB, le
surrendared a copy of his report of the incident to the L6024 AISS Lr.restlvating Off'icen. |
Froin conversations which he had had with the authoritiass 2t the Silver Hill Veather Stat Lo
regarcinz weather-and wind conditions 2t the. time of the kalloon's mlcaf;ﬂ(lu.-,;._.{"ﬂ’.. 25 |
J una lf)5)) Lt,Col, Fhodes concluded th-t the UFOB sizhted could hav

veen thls very sase .

pallcon, 1
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KOTE: THIS BOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATICN AFFECTING THE NATIONAL LEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE “J"? I, r “,-’ .
11 AND 22 AS AMENDED. 1TSS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAU n'n RIZE d PERSON 15 it codlh

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PLIRIMISOIC ‘“" PHE DIRECTO!
IMTELLIGELCE, USAF.
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Weather data durlng observed flight of UFO3:
Celling Condition of Clouds Visibility
: LO00! Complete overcast ‘ & miles
Winds Aloft during observed flight of UF(CB:
lAlti tude Degrees Knots
6,000 250 25 %
10,0090 270 L0 A
18,000 240 . < 0 (R
20,000 250 ' 25
30,000 280 > 63
L5 ,000 170 L&
50 ,OOO Ne 28 E-E{:{
80,000 Neg AR
1l Inecl:
1, IT MSG it COMDR 647TH AC&y! S, LANASSAS, Vi,

<X HP . >

NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING TRHE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGEACT, LI U S
31 AND 22 AS AMENDED.

INTELLIGENCE, US

ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF |75 CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSCN IS PPOHIBITED HY LAW, -
IT MAY HOT BE H"““ ODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCLPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTON OF
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HAT2 THUS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFEECTING THE NATIONMAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STA' FS WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONMAGE ACT, ED 1) 5, € —
310 AND 2 AL AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 1TSS CONTENTS IN ANY MANMNER TO AN U H'#'J'[HL"H| ZED PERSON 15 PROHIZITED DY AW,
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INTELLIGERCE, USAF.
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CO:LBNTS8:0f Preparing Officer:

1. The opinion of the Preparing-Officer is that the UFOB sighting of 25 June
was in fact the sighting by several observers of a weather balloon being carried nloft
through shifting currents of air. It is further the opinion of this officer that the
| balloon sighted by the several observers in [Hillcrest Helghts,llaryland was the soive
which was released by the Silver Hill VWeather Observatory at approx:l.'“.ately 26 /02452 Jusp.

a,The ﬁbjecmés;hganeral appeayance and behavior seen to have been very
doceptive to the observers on the ground.

T 8 |
(1) First, the object's sbpessab speed szemed to fc'tﬂ.a out all po;swm. Sy
of its beinz a balloon. liowever, this could easily have been the
deception created b; the balloon's low altitude at the time it was

first observed,

(2) The objeet's altitude could easily have been misinterpreted bs the ,
observers on the ground since the absence of any sound being emittad |
from it , in addition to the fact that it was nightfall and ths |
object x:.?s suspended in space, would hava rade it virtwlly imposs bla

for an observer on the ground t{o have accurately Pqt*mted 1ts
altitude,

b. All SOURCES vwhen informed of the colncidence in time 0"" £ .tne releass

of the Siver Hill Observatory balloon and thelr sighting of t.hquFUB (\on.,.errﬂd that
the two objects could well have been one and the same , . LAy % b

'i

/l./“‘(l) A11/SOURCE3 viere* aware of the nearness &f the S]‘..l'rer- ‘{il.. Chserva ::::'JI

to their observation posts in Hillcrest Halrhts.s
> |

i (2) SOURCES generally aclnowledged this 8fficer's musf that. the
sporadic action of the object can be explained by the constant
shifting of wind currents at various altitudes during its ascent,
and that the brilliant light observed on the object could easily

have been the glow fram the magnesium tight attachad to the Silve
Hill balloon.

(3) The Searchlisht beam neutralizing chenomenon which was noted in tie
original IT message vas what the "liillcrest Heights observsrs ey
seened to ses, yet in fact it was probably caused by ﬁv‘artising deax
searcnlights in the city some 10 mlles ewiay. A clicking on and of.

at the source of light or a sudden power failure at the source m—nm

have given the effect of their being neutralized to an obsgerver l
miles away.

¢c. In the absence of any positive radar or other confirmmtion of ths
nature Di‘ the object sighted, and in view of the overwhelming coincidence surrounding tHe

release of the Silver Hill Veather Observatory balloon on the nizht of 25 Juna 1355,

this Officer concludes that the rhenomenon observes vas the aseent of the Silver Iill
vicather balloon.

§
v

CHARLES L, BERRIER
2/_L..., | USAF
Ass't, OIC, Flt.3H

| e

3
T2 THIS DOCUMENT CONTAING INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFCNSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE E5PIONAGE ACT, 50 U. 5, C.—
31 AMD 2 AS AMENDED. 175 TRANSMISSION GR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS (N ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROMIZITED BY LAW.

IT MAY NOT BE REFRODUCED 4N WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AlIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSICN OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTCLLIGENCE, USAPR. |
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CCL2IIMS of Approving Officer: “rna

Corncur with the opinion or the Preparing Cificer that the sightin

as probably ca ...ed by the balloon released {rom the Silver 141l ieather |
Cbservatory, iilllcrest lleipghts, ilaryland, |
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l _ _ ,
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HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE CSPIONAGE ACT. 50 11.S, €. -
3) AND 2. AS AMENDED. 1TS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 173 CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PEREOM 13 PROHISITED AY LAW. |
(T MAY NOT HE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE CR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, FXCEPT BY PEUMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF |
INTELLIGENCE, USAF,
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de NO SOUND
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office: i 5 /Plans, YATS Hdg, Andrews AF3 M,
Home Address: ‘ Hillerasst Heights, ilaryland

Age: 38
Occupation: LtJGol., UGAF
Educatiocn: College Graduate
Qualificaticns: Senior Pilot ;
II. RELIABILITY: Excellent
III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: (The feollowing is a2 verbatim a::.pount)

" On 25 Juns 195
in g Mrs, at their hﬁ R Hillersst HW At approximately
i0:45, a neighbor of the M. s Callad iia] to come outsidsa td
ohsarva an objact in the sky, which !p, Zunwalt didn't or couldn't identify. ¥'e all went
sutslde and looxed. The object was a yellow light in the sk, which was moving from Past |to
fagt, thea 87, and moving very rapidly. It seemed to siop and hover for about onas minute
then move to the left(SW)}. There were no alrplanes flying at this tims. The sky was overdast
il Live Lo-seven-tenths Covsrags, visibliity cver fiftean mil=g wwder tha overcast,Tha
ion ject scemed to pe controlled, because it seemed to hover for awhile and then move, The
asize and shape can only be guessad at, It was round or at least resembled a glowinz ligh!

nbject for approximately zsix minutes, after which time the object disappeared,"

L

31 AND 32 A5 AMENDED, 115 TRANSMISSION DR THE REVELATION Or 1TSS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNIN T. AN LNAYTHORIZEL PERLON 1S PROAIFITED 2Y LAW,
1T MAY NOT BF REPPODUCED 1IN WHOLE OR IN PART, 8Y QIHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGLM'ILS, EXCEPT BEY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR CF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

NOTE. THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINSG INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DFFLNSE OF THE UNITID STATES W10 N THE MEANING JF TH! FSPIONAGL ACT, 50 U 5 ¢
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at appraxirately 10:45pm (EDST), my wife aad I were vidgit-

bulb . I 1looked at my wateh 23 soon as I stepped outslda and it read 10:46, Ve all cbservad ib
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I. SOURCE: JumsiiBE '-)..Us:F

Offilce: Offica of !anpower & Orzanlzation, MATS Hdq., Andrews Al

apd 9
Maryland.
Home Address GiiNNNEEEDESS, !illcreast Heights,lzryland.
Age: 35 ‘

Occupation: Major, USAF

Education: Three years chllegs

@uwalificatlong: Senlor Pilot
II. RELIABILITY: Excellent

ITI. SOURCES DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: | |

" We had just finlshed dinnsr and had begun watching television on ths
evening of 25 Jun2 1955 in my home in Hillerest Helghts, Wasatogton 21,0.C,, wvhen our
neighbor, Mr. dlllllR, iknocked on the door and yelled for us to comes cutside to observe
scmething (a flying object), which we might be ablae to ideatily. ‘jyself, Col AN 21d
zuagha wanb cub on the froat lawn and I lumedlately checked my- wmich, 1b was -10:4580iGER
e saw 4 bright, yellowlsn—crange cobjsct, approximabtely 70°elevation, traveling at zrea
spead in a zigzag course to the Southwest, It stopped and hovered once, then circled and
departed in a straight line due wesht. It appeared to awer the vicinity of VWashington
National Airport from our position as it disappeared into the overcast, at about 30°
elevation. Vhen it had disappeared, I again chac<ed ny watch and 1t was 10:51 P.M. LDT,

The object at no time emitted zny nolse, nor did it changa color or
intensity. It zsppeared to have a triangular-zhaped tallcons attached %o ta=z.3ound object
the size of a grapefruit. Both the tail cone and the circular part of the light were of
the same color and intensity. At no time did this object change color, nor did it aprea

to get larger or smaller from the time of my first observation until it disappsared int
the overcast.”
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