UFCB INDEX CARD ,185.UF0B-209-.55

; l.{l:;'ATE | 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
Oy Wos Balloon
42 July 19656 China Lakes NAS, California (F~Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION Possibly Bolloon
' O Waoas Aircroft |
Local . —_— & Ground-Visual ﬁGruund-Rudur 01 Probably Aircraft
GMT.B/OS]'OZ Jply 1955 O Air-Visual O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS 8. SOURCE O Was Astronomical
O Yes O Probably Astronomical
E No Miliﬁar:f O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O  Other N
MLD\\'SQH O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
Twenty to thirty (20-~30 e (1) ® and O Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING ¥4 1. COMMENTS! -~avestigatieon—authorisad

Cne (1), round, orangishersd object, the size This sighting is raceiving _a~follove
of a dime held at arms lenght, was observed up {Avestigation by Flight 1-C, 45024
from the tower of the above NAS, Sixty (60) I AISS, ResulTa™ is investization
power and aight (8) power binoculars were %o be recordsd.onthiioard after
used by observers., The object ssemed to have rsc of AF Form 112 ont caS9.,
a tail four (4) times the length of the object. M{

A/c sorambled but failed to conta ot anythingy (1y\ pae) LT PACEAG
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I. SCURCE:s  RICHARD Fe LUNDY, AC2, USH
Apa: 23
Duties: Control Tower Cperator
=ducation: 12 years
Qualifications: Six monbths duty as a control tower cperator.
'Statiun: China Lake llaval Alr Facility

II, RELIABILITY: %Vhen first observed SCURDSE was on duly as a control
Lowar operator. Fa continued at his dutdes until the other indlviduals wno had
s=an the object wers located. VWhile at his Job SOURCL appearad to be well-acquainted
with his jobe OSCURCE was familiar with alr traffic procedures. iz was quick, alard,
3 aware of everything happening om the airfield although it seemed o be a
narvous enerzy that kapt him on the move. He constantly smoked, and a? times saened
a2 Little impatient. Althougzh he answered all cuestions readily he 2idn't "go out
of his way" to volunteer information. OSCURCE arnpearsd to be little concerned
abnut tha sighting. liis observations of the cbj2ecl wers provably casunal. SOIRCE
arpearad to be of avaraga intslligsnce. In spits of cbvious nervousness and in-
nablence SOURCE might be comasidered fairly reliavle. !His information, while not
sonfirmsd complataely by other SOURCES, should e evaluated as "3%,

ITI., SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT:

1. SCURCE was on duty at the China Lake Naval Air Facility when
his attentlion was called to the object by another tower control operator. The

other tower control operator had been alaried by a telesphone call from Edwards
Air Force Iase to look for an objs=ct in The northern or scutherm sky.

2. The object first apreared as a reddish orange ball about ths
size of a dime, The abject aprearad solid with the edges gimilar to thos= of a
bright star.

3. The object was first sighted in the northwestern sky at an
approximate angle of 305 dagzrees. The object was moving at a high rates of gpeed
on an angle of approximately 110 deprees. It suddenly reversed course and moved
on aA approximated course »f 290 desr=es. The object finally disappeared by fading
oud at a measured angle of 277 degrees from the tower at the China Lake ljaval Adir
Facility. This measurement was dsternined by using theodolite.

. 1« The object appeared at times to stand still. It also disappearesd
several times but not during its easterly coursea., SOURCE stated thabt the object
micht have moved behind the mountains to ths west of the Alr Facility., Tha objact
would change brightness but not in a regular pattern. IT was in sigzht for approxd-
mately 23 to 2% ninutes,

De lihem SOURCE observed the objsct throush binoculars and a tele-
scope 1t apreared to have a faint conical tail four or five times the length of
the object. This tail pointed away from the dir=ction of flight.

6« SOIRCE stepped cut of the towsr to observs the objsct ous
of the lizht and noticed at that time that there was no sound vhatszosvar,

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL NEFENSE OF THE LINITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 1 5, C. =
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER T0O AN UNAUTHORIZED PERZON |5 PRORIBITED 8Y LAW,

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE CR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED S5TATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEFT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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7« SCURCE was not knowledgeable of the speed or distance of the
object. The zltitude was also unknown te SOURC:. although ha estimated the objact
to be batween 10 and {fifteen d-prees above the horizon at all times.

s Tha veather was warm and dry with a slight breeze blowinz. The
sky was clear with fifteen miles visibility. There were a few stars bub no moon-
light.

HOTE. THIS COCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U 5.C.—
31 AND 2. AS AMENDED. 175 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 15 PROKIBITED BY LAW,
1T MAY NOT B REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
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Statemenlt of AC2 Richard F. Luady
S=TmA=TwBalleiall

than this objeact was sizhted it was moving ravidly to the east. This
i obhject wo 12 appear and disappear. Lt faded as we lost it. It appeared to
! move casteriy when we saw it. It was spotted with a thaodolite o2 a bzaring of
2177 degre=3s vhen it disappearad. 1 would say that it was not a star becausa
of the one radical move., Ve had this in sight aporcximately 23 to 25 minutes.
we notdced this because Ldgards Air force Dase recuested ws look for an objacth
norvh or south of our field,

/s/ Dichard F. Lundy
AC2 USH

LY ' Y 1Y Af Tao0¥
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A TRUE COPXY:

J. _ m.-________‘
PATRICAK % So ¥ gl
Captain USAF

s T m— = -

i

I:U TE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENGE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 5211, 5, C, -
31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROHIBITED 0Y LAW,

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. r

| , UNCLASSIELED

(CLASSH TION)

14— 5556701 W, §, GOVEANMENT PRiNTIng Qrmicg




"AF‘FBH'M 1iz-+|;m " | UNCLRSS| EIED

(GLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED k JUNE 1948 : i
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION ‘REPORT
FROM (Jlgecy) REPORT NO.
i PART TWO
Plight 1-C, 46022 AISS | 1(3-1FL3:11-£5 Bl BB e
Tnel #2, PART TWO, Rept 1C-ITFOB=11-55
SCURCE's VMemory Sketch of object
(retouched)
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I. SOURCE:s CHARLES P. CHITWOCD

— e —

Aga:. 22
Duties: Control Towsr Operator
Education: 13 years
Qualifications: 18 months as a control tower opsrator
Station: China Lake Naval Air Facility
TI. RELIABILITY: SCOURCE's memory of the incident was very good. His

constant attitude Lo be of help was very impressive. Has freely volunteered infor-
mation, sketches, snd naps. Ilds continuity of the svents during the sizhting

[l il
IIJ-'-I-:-‘-.
-

vas good., e ssemed to remember all the facts in order. His answers to questions
wers pe3itive, with the axception of what the object mizht possibla have Leen.
SCURC S used gnod judgement during the sizhting s evidencad by his immediats call
o the duty officer and his attempts with theodelite, binoculars, and telescope

to identify the obisct., SCOULCLE sesmed to be more knowladgeable on the object than
the others, possibly because he was the first to sight it. Although SCURESL had
one year of colle:s he seemed to ba lacking in gemeral !mowledge, Ilis vocabulary
seemed to be just a 1ittle I'mited. His knowledge of his job, however, was ver
zood. SCIRCE can be rated of average intellizence and should be considersd to

e prorvably reliable. Information in this report should be evaluated as "1" since
it has been confirmed by two (2) other SCUECES.

III, SGIRCE'S DESCRIPTICH OF OBJECT:

le OSCURECE was on duty as tower operator at China Lake liaval
Ady Facility on the night of 11 July 1955. SOLRCE receivad a call from dwards
Air Forece Base, idwards, California (EJGE 085L), and was asked t~ look for an
sbisct in the northern or southern sky. OSOUECE looked but could s2e nothing.

A few minutes later at 120510Z JUL 55 Edwards AFB again callad and asked SCURCE
to look to the north. This time SCURCLE spotted the object.

2. Cbjsct was in the northern sky at a heading of 340 degress
when first sichted. Object moved on a heading of 240 degrses for sevan minutes,
then suddenly. reavarsed course and sped away on an 30 degrse heading alrost to ths
roint where first sizhted. The object then reversed conrse again and disappeared
out of sizht on a measured (by theodolite) 277 dezres headihg. Disappearince was
ceradual and the object seemed to gain altituds as it disappeared. Objact was
approximately 18 to 15 degrses from the horizon at all times.

3. During the time that the objsct was in sight (23 - 25 minutes)
t app=ared to stand still, suddenly spsed tp and/or movs. It seemed to changs

rightness although the color remained constant. OSCURCE also stated that it
semad O pulsate.

(7" |

L

was crange with fuzzy eiges. 0Objsect did not aprnear to chanze sizs or shape but
intensity of color changed. The objact was brizhter tham stars in the sky.

5. Sighting through ©§ power binceulars SCURCE observad a faint
conical tail fowr to five times the langth of the cbject. This tail apreared

!
I SOURCE said that the objeect approximated the size of a pea,
darker in color than the obj=ct proper.

NOIE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFSECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANI!ING CF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, %O U 5. C -
31 AND 2. AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS 1IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERCSON IS PRORIBITED BY LAY,

IT MAY NOT BF REPRODUCED IN WHELE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE. LISAF. 3
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6« The objsct disappearad six (6) times but it was nofpossible
to tell 1f it moved behind something or not. OSOURCE stated, however, that it

. was posaibles that the object movad behind some mountains. Object always rsappearsd

or a lin# coincident with its flight line. It was nobt poassible to tell if the
ol'jsct passed in front of anything.

Te The objmsect disappeared in a westerly direction growing dimmer
and dimmer. It did not disappear suddenly.

8. SCIRCE originally thought object to be a jet with its after-
burner switched on but when he stepped out on the ladpge of the towsr he heard no

sound and also thought that a Jj»t would not have its afterburner on in levsl
flizhv. Also the spaad of tha obj2ct vhen first observsd was seemingly too slow
for a jete. '

9. The weathsr was cool with a little Lreeza blowing. A fow
stars were visible. It was completely dark with no moonlizht.

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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Tnel #1 PART THREE, Rept 1C-UF0B-11-S5
SOURCE's Memory Sketch of flight path
of object. 5

J ;s appea ve e{
AR indicates point of initial sighting
"B" indicates point of disappearance
4
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Tacl #2, PART THREE, Rept 10-Uli[0B=11=55
SCLRCL' s ifemory Sketch of object's flight
path in possible relaticn to mountain range
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I. DATE

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

2. LOCATION 1 12. CONCLUSIONS

A R a———
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Jne round, orangish=red Obj, size of a dime heclad
T arms length, was observed from tover of the
nove NAS. Sixty power and eight power binoo-
LAT8 wWere used hy observers. ObJ seemed to have
1 tail four times the length of the obj. A/cC
scrambled but failed to contactt anything.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

‘:LHLI#‘L-!‘-*-* hﬁ- o Y T SR (1

5 : e ; 0., Wos Bolloan
Ll Jul 5% ’ shina Lake NAS, California D}:’Prnhubly Bolloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION | Possibly Balloon
_ i O Wos Aircrafr
Locel . e & Ground-Visvol B Ground-Rader O Prnh?hlyr:nircruh
oMT_12/05102 O AirVisval O Air-Intercept Rader | Possibly Aircraft
B, . — :
S. PHOTOS é. SOURCE O Was Astrenomical
O Yes O Probobly Astronomical
B Ne military O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE |0 Other ) _
0  Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
- Qwenty - thrity mins one E to W 9 Unknown

=

11. COMMENTS

I Balloon with p:}.:‘-{ag;}_
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Incl #3, PART THREE, Rept 1C-UFOB=11~55
SCURCE' g lemory Sketchs of object at time
of initial sighting and dlsappearance

First S/}At Lesl sr}AZ‘ec/'.
e gQ\

Tail darke
m(‘a/::ﬁ 5 , vavy tt(:hq
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE LFFCORTS

le A check with the MARCH AFB, CALIFORNIA (EJCD L4SL) Ilight
Service Center revealed that no aireraft were in the general viecinity of the J
sighting at the time of the sighting.

2. The Duty Officer at the CIHINA LAKE HAVAL AIR FACILITY at
CHINIA LAKE, CALIFCRIIA (LBJCF 1707) was inberviewed (see Part OHe) and he statad
the the Adir Facility had been closed down and made sscure prior to the sightince '

3« An unidentifiad airliines pilot en route frem LAS VEGAS, TIEVALA
(EJEG 5210) te IRESHO, CALIFCRIIA (EJAG 1L15) reported a flash of 1lisht on a 310
degree headins.. The aircraft was flying a 212 degree course into DAGGEIT, CLLIFBRUIA
(LJDE 1252, when the flash was noticed. The pilot was nob available for intervisw
so the exact point from which the [lash was seen in unknown. However the revort
menticned onlyvy a {lash and not an object such as seen by the thres individuals
mentioned above. The time of the flash was 120510Z JUL 55.

lie« A check with IDWARDS AFB, EDWARDS, CALIFORIIA (EJCE 085Lh)
revealed that a flash ol light had been seen in the nortnerm ky at 1205107 JUL 585,
This was a ground visual and nothing was seen after the initial flast .

5. At 1205062 JUL 55 the AC & W site at BORON, CALITORIIA (EJCF 1600)
had an object on their scopes. They made a call to BULAKDS AB who in turn notified
the NAVAL AIR FACILITY gt CHINA IALE, CALIFORIIA, The contrcl tower operators there
looked but saw nothing. Another call thrcocugh the smme channels resulted in tha
operators at CHLUA LAKE sishting ths objecte. A fow minates later the AC & W site

loat contact. This was the only instance during the sizhting that radar picked up
the Object- :

6. A check with Flight Cperations at GECRGE A¥B, CALIFCRNIA, (EJCE
3736) revealad that they had been alerted. Two F-86D'3 were scrambled at 1205287%
JUL 55, The F=06D's nade no contact either wvisually or with radar.

Te A check with Combat Operations Center, 27ta Air Division (Defense)
NCRTON AFB, SAN BERNALEDING, CALIFOEL,IA (SJCE L,606) revealed that they wera in
contact with GECRCE AIB while ths F-06D's were aloft. Ilo action was taken by 4.
LORTON AFB, however.. |

=

8. A check with the Ground Observer Corps Filter Centers at ‘
PASADEIIA, CALITCRNIA (EJBE 5010) and BAKERSFIELD, CALIFCRNIA (EJAF 6023) revealed
that no UFOB reports in the vicinity of the sizshting had been raceived. The Filter |
Centers stated, however, thal there was a great deal of meteor activily that aight. ot

6. DR. BOWLDN, Chief Astrconcmer at the MT WILSON OBSERVATCRY (EJBE 5710)
was contacted as tc the possibility of astronomical causes. DR. RCUEY stated that
Since all observers are inside the observatory it is unlikely for them to sizht

such objects. Illothing unusual had been seen and hs could give no explanation for

the sizhting.

. i = A

N\
10. GECRGE BEAITIE, Professor of Astronomy, San Bermardino Vallhy
Collezs, SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFCRIIA, was interviewed for possible ideas on the .
sighting. Ie conld give nc information or explanation for the objmet. liz did }
say that the lengbth of time the object was in sight would possibly preclude the /.
chances of the object. being astroncmical. iy =
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11. The weather conditions at the CHINA LAXE WAVAL AILL YACILITY
ware as (ollows: -
Surface: all clear with 15 miles visibility, slight bLreeze

65000 degrsea 260 knots 10
10000 degrees 210 knots 12
16000 degrees 310 knets 20
20000 degrees 310 knots 20
30000 Adegrees 300 knots L0
50000 degreas 260 knots 20
30000 dezress UlK lnotas UITK

There was no tomperabure inversion ab this time.

e s

s N — i
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COMMSUTS OF PREPARLIG OFFICERS

- 1. The preparing officer was unable to come to any'dafinitiva
conclusion as to the cause of the sighting of an object near the CUINA LAKE
IHAVAL AIR FAFILI;Y, CHINA LAKE, CALIFCRNIA, on the night of 11 July 1955.

2 Tha following posazibilities are offersd for considsration:

Qe Cnnsidering the length of sighting, the hovering, speeding
up and the near level flight of the object suggests the possibilily that the
ohjeet was a balloon. The gradual disapoearance in the direction (wasterly)
that the wind (renorted from surface to 50000 feet as blowing Letwsaa 10 and
O knots) alse halps the halloon theory. Howavar, the very sudden change in
course, the rarid speed attained in an easterly direction after this reversal
in econrsa and anothar sudden reversal in course would se2n 0 preclude the
possibility of a balloon. The fain® conical tail must va considsred. The
tail was sezem only through binocular. and a telescope and might possibly have
besn an opbical illusion caused by the hlass. Also the objesct was batwean
the viewers and the sun, although the sun had loag since set. It is unlikely
that the object would aprear as large as it did (fran the size of a pea to tha
size of a dime held at arm's length) if it were high enough to catch the sun's
rays at svch a late hour. It is possible that unknowm to the weather bureau
a Jjet stream existed and the object drifted into the stream. Having risen
through the stresam the object then continued on its westarly course at a leisurely
pace. It is the opiniom of the preparing officer that although the sighted

ohjsct might possibly have been a balloon, evidance indicates that this was not
probable.

be The three individuals who spotted the objact were bLriafad
on the following possibilities: a truck or car winding down mountain roads, a
searchlizht reflecting off the mountains, the reflection of soms light on the
novntains. lone thought any of these could apply to the sigzhting. Although

all thres were familiar with air traffic none had any ideas or conclusions
concerning the objsct.

ce Although a great daal of meteor activity was noted on.the

~ight of 11 July 1555, the langth of the duration of sighting seems to rule out
the possibility of a meteor. The suddasn reversal in course throws out the planet
or planetoid theory. The sudden flash seen by the airlines pilot and the
ohaarver at I'DWARDS AIE FCRCE BASE right possibly have been a nsteor. Although

he times of the sichiing -of the object and the flash of light are 3iﬁilar,
110ng with the same general vicinity, it is the opinlom of the preparing.officer
that the Two are not one and the same. The fallure of the tower: operdtbrﬂwﬂt

CHINA LAKE NAVAL ATR FACILITY %o observe thes flash of licht caf be blamed on a
lack of observance sinca the airfield at CHINA LALE had been shut down: and securad
for the night, UVeither tha astrmmomer at MOUNT WILSCH CBSERVATCRY nor tha one
2t SAN BERNARDIHO VALLEY COLLZGZ had knowledge of this flash of light. Possibly
e distunce was too great. The preparing officar believes that the flash of
1ight was astronomical while the sighting of the UIUB was not. *

d. One SCURCE (see PART THRZIE) at first thought the object
to ba a Jet with afterburner switchad on which nicht possibly explain the conical
tail theory bWt acain the length of time the ohjact was in sight, along with its
slow gpeed during its westerly courses, preclude that possibility. Same SCUPCH
located the objeect within the SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA RESTRICTED AltdA COMILEX, It

3 AND 32 A5 AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 15 PROR!SITED BY_LA'Y,
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38 learned by the invesbigator that v1a14tions of this restricted area are very
VEry raree. The lack of cantact by F=C6D's also seems 1o rvle oud the airecraft
pos3albility.

A

I

i

|

:

‘ | ¢s Optical phenomena se«ms tc¢ be the best possibility. The

fact that no other individuals obsesrved this objact, although it was in sizht for

| approximately 23 minubtas, lends cradence to this theory. The armsa 15 sparsel: ‘
l “ﬂpulatad and it is possible that other people saw it and failed to report 1t. |
{ ths inability of the intarceptor planes to make elther visual ar electronic |
i conbact helps this vossibility.
l

!

Captain USAF |
Cfficar 1n Chargs

COMMINTS of Approving Cfficer: |

l. This headquarters does not concur with the possible causes of this sighting
{fered by the Preparing Officer for the following reasons:

|
i
E &, Balloon possibility: The sudden reversal of diresction, the high rate
1 of speedy; and the conical tail would eliminate ballcon activity.

b. Aircratt possibility: The duration of tha sighting, the slow movement, |
to the west, and the area of the sighting (restricted a:ea) ucu‘d aliminata the
:ossibllity'of aireraft,

¢. Astronomical activity: The fact that this object was initially sizhted
by radar, coupled with the duration of the sighting would 2lirinate the possibility
of astronomical activity. |

d. Optical phenomena: This object was initially picked up on radar and
was sean Ly three people for a long period of time, thereby eliminating the f
possibility of ontical rhenomena.

2. This revort is forwarded to ATIC as "unknown®,

éﬁ(ﬂ
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| ' SARED DY (NMcer) . LKy . SOURCE STy g -y L
; PATRICK O. SHTIE Captain  US ;E | _See contents bslow
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| AFR 200-2, ¥arch FLT SV Ci TT ¥SC DTD 1207152 JUL 55 B 55-5 DTD b FEB 55 161
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i} % CCNTENTS
: .
, PART ONB: Degeription of sighting by CWO Carl E. Russ,
; China Lake lNaval Air Facility, China Lakej
i California (EJCF 1707). ,
i
' PART TVWOs Dagcription of sighting bty A@82 Richard F.
Lundy, China Lake NAT, China Lake, California. l
PART TIHREE: Desceintion of sichting by ACAM Charles P.
Chi mod, China Lake NAF, China Lakes, California.
r l
PiRT FQURs Supplamntary Investizative LEfforts. |
PART FIVE: Comments of Preparing Officer.
11. SUMMARY: One unidentified flying object was sightad near GHINA ;‘_'I:hi- |
| LAKE IAVAL AIR FACILITY, CHINA LAKS, CALIFCENIA, at 120510Z JUL 55 (2210 hours g
| PDST 11 July 1955). The information in this report was obtainad from the persons f;T:,a
| s=e3ng this obJject and from tl"a investigation conductad ,to dstermiaa ths possiblas |
{ causa of this sight.:mg. : | i,
| kR
III. INVESTIGATCR: S/Sgt JOHN T. FICKEN, AF 16 371 653 \L}); !
‘ 2
| |
| ' PATRICKA)  SHERE S 154
1 Captain ' USAT P
Q Officer in Charge W, o e
| yAEE W
a |
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{**/I USAR; Comdr, ATIC; 2/I, 27ADiv; Comdr, 46024 AISS; CIC, Flight l-C, héc2d AISS
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Length of Service: 20 years | ’

Duties: llaval Adr facility Officer (Administration)

Elucations 12 years
Station: China Lake Haval Alr Facility

TI. ReIIABILITY: Vhen interviewed S(URCE was very cooparative with a
positive attitude toward the questioning. He was very friendly, though serious,
and suppliad owncise and detailed answers to guestions. When speakinz, SCULSEH

152d good English with an excellent choice of words. His grammar and spelling

on ATIC Form "A" were good. OUURCE appeaared to be of abovs average intelligenca.
He p“esented a rusiness=like appearance and s2=med (o have a g 07 obsarvance

L detallse though FﬂmplFLE1Y'fﬂﬂlll r with air traffic proceduras SCUECE
cetli offer no explanatlan as to what the objact misht have besan and was insistent
that the object was of a nabure not normal to the Ai.r 'acility. In view of
SCIPCE's sincerety, familiarity with air traffic procedures, length of servica,
and rank, he may be considered as usually reliable. Since two other indaviduals

simultanecusly observed the objszct, inicrmation coatained in this report shouvld
be svaluated as-"1". |

RS N S .

1. SUURCE was on Aubty as the Naval Air Lacllltv'DLtJ Of 11c"r;an
the evening of 11 July 1955. le recs2ived a call from control tower operators who

said that an unid-ntified flying object was in sigzht. OSCURCE immediately r rporjh
to tha tovers.

2. The objsct first appeared in the northwestarn sky at 306
degrses from true north and apprncimabaly'lo dezreas from the horizon. It/was
moving on a course of approximately 240 legr e23. Objact stayed on this coursa
for arprcwimately's ven (7) mimutes and then suddenly rsversed courss. 1Ii.was
on this orizimal line of flizht before thes change in dirsctioa that the obiect

disappeared abeut six times always reappearing close o the point of disapgenranca
but always in itz flizht line.

— —

A;Q

3.- Tha object appearsd round with fuzzy and/or blurrad edzeas. |
SCURCE reported the digtance topgreat to datermins the exvact shape. Thers was \ |
but one objact and- its size approximated that of a pea hald at armts length, . |

f--..h ]

Ty

; e &
ie After obssrvinz the objact for seaveral minmutes with the nakad |
eyes SOLECE emloyed 8 X 50 bincculars. The objsct was no clearsr with the |

blnﬂﬂlldrﬂ than with the naked eys. It appeared as an orange glow or liks an open
flame, o

! III., SCCRCE'S DoSCRIPTION 03 CBJECT?: -
|
|
|
|

S« During its course after the reversal object seemed to spead

upe. OCourse of this sacond lina of flizht was approximately 80 degress, ‘hen
object almost reached the point of the initial sighting it again rapidly chanzed |
course and asgsumed a h@ading of approximately 240 degrases,

- il
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6. The object seemed to lose aitituda slowly as it faded zwaye.
Theres was no sudden disappe=arance. Object was last sighted at a measured 277
degrees from the Naval Air Facility tower.

T« SCURCE could offer no explanation for the objesct. This was
the first unusual sighting SCURCE had cver witnessed.

0. OSCURCE had no idea of speed or altituds of the object.

9+« The weather was clear and cool with {ifteen miles visibilitys
It was pitch dark with a few stars. There was just a slight breeze.

L]

2, oULRCE'S memory sketch
| of obJject's flight line

2 Incls:
i l. Statemant by SOURCL
{
|
!
5
|
i
i
|
i
|
|
|
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A3 the Naval Air Facility duty officer, I was callad to the field control
Ltower to obaarva an orange color=d light in the sky that appmared to be moving.
I first observed this obj=ct at abeut 2215 (PDST) without visual aids. I then
lockad at it through 8 X 50 bincculars and observed it meoving in a wasterly
dirsction. Tha objsct then seemed to reverse course and gain altitude during
this mansuver. IL traveled at high spesd. I{ then azain reversed course moving
slowly again in a wasterly direction on a slizht descent - disappearing in the

wWashe
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