1. DATE
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rudder underneath.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 32)

Dark obj, shaped like toy top. Had

2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
0O Wos Balloon
23 Sep 55 Ileonape, Pa D Pruh?tly Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP i. TYPE OF OBSERYATION R Possibly Balloon
O Was Aircroft
Local XX Ground-Yisuval O Ground-Radar = Frﬁbuhl:'ﬁdrctﬂh
MTMDZ 0O AirVisuol O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS §. SOURCE O Was Astronomical
O Yes O Probably Astronomical
2 Mo civ O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 5. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other
O Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
3-5 mi 1 0O Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS

Possible balloon observation.
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/4/ TINE AND DATE QF SIGHTING:
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B DAY |
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/6/ IDFIRFYING INFORMATION & ALL ORSERVERS
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- _COMMENTS of Prenarings Officer: P-R=0-B~A-B-L~E

1. In the ooinion of the Prevaring Officer, the UFOB sighting reoorted

by the observer at West Chaster, Psannsylvania at 23/1630Z Sep 55 was orobably:
the result of alarm upon seeing a rasonde weather balloon caught in a fluctu-
ating current of air. |

: a,
. .memory aketch
_ hﬂllﬂ on.

The aonsarance of the UFOB from the obssrver's descriotion and
seemad to bear a strong resemblance to a rudiosonds weathsr

b. The wind data collectad from the Greater Pitteburg Airvort sesms
to extend the noseibility of thare having been a radiosondes balloon in the

vicinity of Weet Chaster, Pennsylvania at the aooroximate time of the sighting,
providing thares was a leakapge in the ballcon which was releaced at 0400 EST,

¢s The fact that tha object was not nicked un on rad

ar in the vicinity
suggests that it was not A metal object us

believed by the observer,

d, The naur colncldence in time that the Swarthmors balloon was re-
. leased and the changing winda which it encountered during its assent does not

vreclude the oossihillty of its having drifted toward the vicinity of West
Chester at the avoroximata time that the UFOB was slghted,

2+ The abdsenca of sound associated with the rbject
changs of its having linan self-prooelled,

that it was orobably a friendly object.

se2mA to negate the
simultaneously increasing the chance

CHESTER B. HANSON
Captain, USAF
Of ficer in Charge

COMMENTS of Approving Officer: /

Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that this s ghting was
probably caused by a radiosonde type veather balloon.
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| AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

_’ FROM (Agency) nEroRT NO. 3 =[{=U}OB=9-55 Part One
'; Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS e oD SOl e
N I. SOURCE: lrs. SNSRI e

Address: ' |
- (GeoRef GJQK 2557)

Age: 33

Ocoupation: Housewife

Education: College

Qualificatdons: r20/15|?i§inn, Jnnurrectad ‘
II. ROLIABILITY: Goods SOURGE was contacted personallye

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPIION OF .SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that on 23 Scpteomber 1955
at 12:30 EDST a sound sindlar to the sputtering of a|light planet's engine drew her
attention to the sky. GOURCE dashed around to the side of her house in order to scan
the horizon but was unablo to see the aircraft. She|began scanning the sky, when
suddenly she notlced tha appearance of a strange flying object, oval-shaped and char-
cnal gray in color moving acroas the sky, | |

SOURCE watcliad bhe object perform a uﬂﬁnter—clnclmiﬂa rotational movermen
which continued as. the obhjact moved away and out of $ight. The time of sighting was
between twn and, five mlnnt=as Its course seemed to he due weat.

SOURCE coitld dlscern no sound being emitted by the UIOB dur:l.ng the time
she observed it, even tliough it was the sputtering sound which had first drawn her
attention to the skye During the UFOB sighting an unidentificd airliner, flying low
at what SOURCE estimated to have been 1,000 .'E‘t.;. flew belmf and to the right of the
A g

In addition to the oval-like configuration of the U 0B already noted,
SOURCE described that after she had dashed inside to get a set of 7 x 50 binoculars,
she was able to distinguish a small blister oh the ventral center of the object as
well as a circular object just off the right 'side of the UFOB, C .URCE was certain
that the smaller object was moving independent of the larger onc.

SOURCE described the UI'OB's' plwsiﬁﬁlr'uppéarance to ave rescmbled the
cover of an alligator slkin purse with slightly irregular protrusins visablec.
: | ;

" The condition of the sloy was overcast with an appro mimate 3500! ceiling,

Ilo photographs were talien of the UFOB.

—- T e e e p e —— e e e e e e e o e e s SRR i e -

3) AND 22, AS AMENOFD  ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIAITED AY |

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,50 U. 5. © -
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FROM {Amur} ' | MEPORT NO,

AlIR INTELLIGENCE |NFORMATION REPORT
FHwlUF 0B=9=55 " Part Two

FliShﬁ 3-H, 4602& 3133 oz L or 8 ' pAces
SUPPIMENTRR'I IH"JESIICATI‘JE FFFCRT S _
N 1. The uff:lnu.' on dutz At the New Custle, Delawars, Ccrunt.y Alrport 'Heat.hgr

' Station (CecRef GIQK 2640) mas mrtautad and furnished the following inforration. His
station releases ceiling talloons at irregular intervals, lnflated, this type of tal-
loon meagures approximately 18" in diameter, is frall and uswally bursts before reach
ing 5,000 ft. No talloons had been launched on 23 Septcaber, however, on the.24th
auvuml ceiling talloons were released at one hour 1ntarva1u thrnughcut. the day and
would have floated in the direotion of West Chester, Pennsylvanla. The latter report,
" however, offered no nnnrirnat.:l.on on the sighting of a UF(B on 23 Sa‘ptumhar. ,

2, The US Weather Bureau at Philadelphia Intarrﬂtinnal Airpurt (Guoﬂuf GJQK

4653) was telephoned and queried about balloon releases m\ZB September, The forecaste

on duty stated that no 'tallnnnu had been released by them on the 23rd of September.
Th:lu agency referred the AISS investigator to the field unit wh:l.uh supplys them with
raw weAther data, this being the 24th AA Gp, v, .

3. A cheak with liga Batt, 24th AA Gp located at Sﬂarthmora, Pa.,(GecRef GJCK
revealed that their normal schadule for releasing radiosonde talloons is 1000 EIT,
1600 FDT, 2000 EDT, and 2400 FUI and this scheduls vas adhered to on the 23rd Suptem-
ber, ‘i‘:ithi Ahdcexceptionc ol thai LOOO.EDT :release:which was-made at 1016 EDT. The balloct
mn of the regular typs, virrylng radiosonde aquipmunt consisting of a small modulator
box approximately 6" squars and & cone-shaped transmitter, both mounted in a white
plaatiu bex which 1s aunpumhd by a small rad rArachute to the talloon. When the kal-
loon bursts between 50,000-and 60,000 ft, the parachute inflated , carrying the radio-
sonde equipment safely ta Lha ground, Tha white or gray 9' diameter neoprene with
attached radiosonde equipmsnt could be seen from the ground for meveral thousand feet,
‘depending on the viaion of the observer or the vismal alds used.

Le A further chack with ths 2&1:.11 AA Gp Ground Meteorologlcal Section
near Swarthmore, Pa.,(Qevrat 0JQK 3758) disclosed the following data obtained from
the btalloon which 'I'IBI reloased at 10:16 EDT on 23 Saptam‘bar 1955:

'lim.&m:r__ﬂm.aa Azimuth of Balloon

10:16 (Released) 259°

10:18 274.8

10:20 - 302.9

103122 | 3?7-4

10332 . 121.9 /
10:42 146.8

1011.9 (Last Reading) 134.2

This talloon may havs burat shortly after tha laat reading was made or it may havs
risen higher and drifted into winds which could have carried it torard the vicinity of
West Chester, Pa., however this isn't definately known, From the wind data above, the
indication is that this talloon drifted toward Southern New Jersey in the Chesapeake
Area,

5. Bage Weather and Operations at Newcastle Air Force Bﬂse, Delaware (GeoRef
GIGK 2639) waa contacted, Tha officer on duty stated thut hia activity did not releage
weather lloons, He further stated that he had furnished 82nd Fir Gp Opermtiona with
the weather information for inclusion in the prelimimry repert, The ceiling at that
time had been 3500 ft. To the Vieather Officer's knonledgze, there had been no meteoro-
logical releazes of any kind in the immediate vicinity of VWest Chester, Fa. on 23
ﬂPptEmbEr 1945- )

=== =i N TR STATES WITHIN THE MEANING L"!"T £ ESPIONAGEACT, ¥ UL S. C.—
menens 1€ POOAW™ITED BY LAY
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTICATIVE EFFORTS: (Cont)

6. The US Weather Bureas in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (GeoRef GJPL 0816) reported
that the only talloons which they relexse are ceiling balloons measuring 15%-20" and
2,"=30" in diameter which do not carry rasonde equipment. They are releaged at Q0LOQEST
1000 EST, 1600 EST, and 2200 EST and remain aloft seldom over an hour,

. 7. A check with the US Weather Bureau at Greater Pittsburg Airport (GeoRef GJLL
0227) revealed that radiosonde talloons had been released from this station on 23
September at the following times, 0400 FST, 1000 EST, 1600 EST, and 2200 EST. The
forecaster on duty felt that only under unusual conditions would one of their balloons
have drifted as far as West Chester, In the event of a leak in the balloon, ‘it pro-
hly would not have attained a sufficient altitude for it to have burst. If thic Fad |
been the case wlth respect to the talloon launched at 0400 EST, it may feasibly have |
drifted in the higher velocity wind currents that are common above 35,000ft, rcaching |
the vicinity of the sighting at the approximate time the UFOB was observed, '

The following data vAas recorded on the balloon released at 0400 LEST:

Altituds (ft) Wind Direction ' ¥iind Velocity (knots)
e 6 000: 250 | 14
. 8,000 L 280 19
10,000 \ 270 | 26
14,000 L. 270 i 22
20,000 270 i 26
30,000 | 290 53 |
35,000 . 300 82 . | |
45,000 310 59 |

50,000 IR 70

8, A check with Alr Tfflc Control at Friendship Field (Geoltz{ GJEZ 2212),nd.,
ylelded no confirmation on tha unidentified flying object observed paar liegt Chogter,
Penngylvania on 23 September,

9, Air Traffic Control at Philadelphia Intermatiomal Airport 11lcuine 13 un-
able to offer confirmation on the UFOUB sighting.

telephone but had nothing to offer in the way of confirmation on the UF(Z,
. o ¢ ' | ' /
11, Operations at the 6,7th AC&N Sq in Manmassas, Virginia (GeoRef GINJ 20.17)

vas also contacted but had no information to relate which might serve to confirm th:
sighting of a UF(B near West Chester, Pennsylvania on 23 September 1955, -

|
i 10, The Weather Station at Ft, Meade, Maryland(GeoRef GJPK J607) vaz enllad by
|

s | | |
i
.: L — —“___Fm‘_—- T i — -!
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