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Round, #isk, wvhite, two small parachutes,
dropped no sound, observers thought they heard
a/c, then saw objs. Faded in and out of

SEE CASE FIIE. '

In. COMMENTS

2 LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
Six Was Balloen
1l Oct 55 elby, Iowa O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERYATION O Possibly Balloon
O Was Aircraft
Local : X Ground-Visuel O Greund-Roder 0O Probebly Aircraft
GMT 01/220 D AirVYiswe O Air-Intercept Rador O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS §. SOURCE O Was Astronomical
0 Yes O Probably :lirnrumi:al
2 No ecivilian (_Gﬂ) O Possibly Astronemical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 5. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other
_ O Insufficient Data for Eveluation
1% hours 6 S to N e
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Primary obJj balloon. w/package recovered
Maltiple sightyng
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1. CONTENTS:

P/RT CNE: Deseription of sighting by !'llos Merva Forr, Box 154, Shelby, Iowo

nnd Mlsg Jenet Vel pronbach, Box 47, Shelby, Towa. Oceupntion - Students; ppc -
boty pirls 15; Cn duty es GOC cobservers. |

PART TWO: Supplementary Investipative “fforts
PART THRFE: Commenta of Preparing Dl'f‘ir:o:r

I1. SUMMARY: Unidentifiecd flying abinachts wara piphted by twe (2) obrervers at GOC
observera pont at Shelby, Iowa (GROREF F.01 3331). Cbjects initlnlly observed at

81270472 Cet 55, for m period of on nnhd o hnlf minutes. Cther objeets were ohrarv..
od for shert pericds of tiwm over a peried of eno ond & healf hours.

The obsarvera
worn Mlng ) ieseiiiimsr and iz *, nreg - 15, QOeecupation - ntidenta,
chelby, Iowa. The follow-up investigation cona}ated of o wore thernurh intervi~w

of tha observers and a ehock of othor ngn~fihle jereos of cetivity in the cren on
thl‘lt ﬂl"rﬂ'l 'l - ;
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I. SOURCES: -a) Miss m
L b) Mico W ‘_

Address: a)
)

y shelby, lowa
Shelby, lowa

Age: a) 15
b) 15

Occupation: a) Student
b) Student

Educaticn: a) lst year high school
' b) 1lst yeer high school

Qualificationa: CCC Chservers (approximately 5 months)

II, RELIABILITY: Both SCURTES seemed very sircere and very cooperative to the
investipgator, Both told identical stories of what they had observed. Misa Farr .
stated that she believed in objects from outer space, Their school teacher (also -

a GOC observer) was gqueried on the reliability of both girls and stated that Misa
gy 2s a "very mature and level headed girl" but that
- NEnpseR ipisssidunete S RGRRaeaed- . Definite emphasis must be
| placed on the age and inexperience of both SCOTRCES when evaluating their duacriptinnu

of the sightings,

III, SOURCES' DESCRIPTICN OF SIG-TING: Al)l objects were uphnrinll.in-lhupl and
apreared the size of a quarter held at arms length. Cbjects were observed with the
naked eye and through bincculars, There were no changes in characteristics vhou
objects were observed thrcugh binoculars, Objects appeared to be made of some shiny,

silver material,

The first object seen had a slightly whirling motion and moved from SW to NW.
Vhen objeect was to the NW of observaticn point it appeared teo divide into two separate
spherical objects and one cbject apreared to drop a parachute. The parachute fell ‘
¢ only a short distance and then all three objects disappeared abruptly in the sky,
| This incident happened in a pericd of abcut ore and a half mirutes. Through the next
one and half hours five other objects were ~bgerved having the same general direction
and characteristics as the firct, Ereh cne of these wos observed for about the same

3 length of time (one and a half minntes), WNo cther abject except the first seemed

r/ to divide or drop a parschute., Al of jects disappearcd in the sky very abruptly,

i Although SCURCES could nat give the altitude cf objects they stated that none ever

I came rear the horizen, The weailior wes cloar with ne clouds nresent, Tenperature

| warm, wind lizit., llo soumna wis eoncecisd willl the objecls nnd no trall or exhaust |

wns noted, All objecets amacred Loz 12 wowl or {(zpead enmild not be determined), |

{ I0TE, THI= POt S CillF 1 AN AL TRCHIMN TrH NATIONAL DEFCNST OF rn.r UNITLD 517 TES WiITIHN T3 GO0 THE ESPIONAGEACT,. S0 U, 8 C.—
\ AN T PANICY ION |H VELATION OF 115 CONTENY & 18 Arty M oMU 1O A® L oA WA PRERTD I PROHIRITED BY LAW.

ORI "o e 1) WHOLE R IN r{T u‘ru HET THAN LUNITED : H‘Il'*: ATE L 0T AGUNC L Ll PE o BN 10N OF THE DIRECTOR OF
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGAT IVE EFFORTS:

; 08 Inquiriuu were mads of fnmru nruund thu area :I.n nn effort to find a
parachute, It was learned that one had been found on 2 Oat 55 by a farmer's son.,
He was located and the parachute obtained. The boy utateq he had found the chute in
| a nearby field (about three and a half miles NE of GOC observation point). The
| parachute was of paper and had radiosonde attached to it,| It was definitely identified
as the type being used on ardinary weather balloons. -

2. Winds aloft for thea Omaha, Nebraska area were r:hucked and found to be
20 to 25 knota at 5000 feet. from 250 degrees, at 10000 feét 270 degrees 25 to 30 knots.
_ Surface winds were light, at about 5 to 10 knots. The winds were the same direction
| and velocity for about 24 hours. % .

3. A check of-the GOC aircraft lng showed a totallof five planan in area from
0121552 Oct 55 to 0123152 Oct 55. The five planes were identified as three single
engine, one twin ang!ni and one nmlti-ang:lnu. Altitudes yaried from low to very high,

I .
4Le A flight of two fightenr int.ercaptaru were dispatched from Sim:: City, Iowa |8
GEOREF FJJN 3730, They were airborne at 0123452 Oct 55 and checked the area around
elby, Iowa at am altitude of 1400 feet. They reported seeing nothing unusual,
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COMIENTS of Preparine. 0f[licar:

1o ' - In the oplnion of tha Prapuring Gifiear, uild 20L33n was probably causad

by a Radiosonda weather balloon for tus followin, roancona:

Re The ricovery uf tiz parachitz o Ry £20N02 Snidi.neil dsfinitely
establishes the fact that thaz f;rt' obizet sizhited wae & westher bsliloon.

ot {protably relzasci from
riod up te 2 fairly hich
altitude and instead of exploding, as they vcrm:lly do, it ﬂvu¢eptd a leak and

' descended agnin with the parachute and Radics~ndc cuvipaent still attached. VUhen

- balloon had become deflated encugh it prebably ~2leased the parachute with equipment.
. | This obviously made the ballozon that much lighter and caused it to risa again, Since
" air was =till escaping from ballocn it probably descended again., This may account

. for the additional sightings obssrved after the parachute vas seen.

b. Waat apnaraently hﬂ“pt.:l vas Lhal the
Weather Station at Cazha, lair, GEOeNE P 0417, <

. The shiny, silver appearance can be attributed to the fact that these
dalloons are white in color and with the reflecticn of the sun in the late afternoon
it could possibly given coff a silvery appearance.

' d, It must be pointed cut that although the above hypothesis may render |

some explanation of the sightirg, it is difiicult to determine or explain how this F
.~ ] balloon always returned to tha SW befere it was observed again and then abruptly
. | disappeared into nbacurit.y in the MW,

| e. A dafinita facfnrﬁtn ba remembered is the age and inexperience of the
observers, The idea of having seen the initial sighting and subsequent release of
the parachute may possibly have stimulated img1mtiun, which resulted in aan:lng t.nll.

~ § reporting more than was actually there, . . S et Vo :
| / ' e i
\ ‘ | mws BISUHOFS é
] > 18 Captain USAF
| ACIC

COMMENTS of Approving Officer: i

Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that the recovery of the
parachute and radiosonde equipment definitely establishes that the first sighting
was generated by a radiosonde type weather balloon. Subsequent sightings can A
. lpossibly be attributed to aircraft known to be in the area of the sighting and the
nontechnical background of the observers, _

NOTE' THIS DOCUMENT CONTAING INFOHMATION AFF e STING THE NATIONAL CEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEa* NG OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT S0 U. 8. C.—
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