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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

On mission at 25,000 a red glow of high
ineasity was sighted (stationary).

First looked like a/c on fire or after-
burner. First spherical shape, then changed
to oblong, retaining brightness. Glow
disappeared gradually within 5 min.

2. LOCATION "~ |12, CONCLUSIONS
O ‘h‘&us Balleen
Hokkaldo, Japan O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP & TYPE HF OBSERVATION | O Possibly Bolloon
10 Wos Aircraft
Local. 0 Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar O Probably Aircroft
GM 2/161.37 B AisVisuadl O Air-Intercept Rodar | O Possibly Aircraft
| 5- PHOTOS : 8. _ﬁ:ll.JRfE_ &fX Was Astronomicol Moon
O Yes O Probably Astronomical
§ Mo mlltary (F-BG Pilﬂt_) D Fﬂlliblj’ Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS I 9. COURSE E Fihnﬁ 5 e
nsufficient Data for Evaluation
5 min 1 8 ta B ks
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Refraction of setting moon.
See Dr Hynekls evaulation
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| -/ FROM AFOIN=2A1 53453 Youngmmm'mms YMESSAGES NO.
AN

- 53 AND 56 PASSED TO AFOIN-4 (ATIC) FOR LUATIONe AFOIN-4
EMS REQUESTED CLARIFICATION :YOUR MESSAGE WHICH STATES QUOTE AT .
" THE TIME OF INCIDENT THE MOON WAS AT 151 DEGREES FROM THE POSITION
- OF THE AIRCRAFT END QUOTE

.~ AFOIN-=4 QUERRIES QUOTE SHOULD NOT THIS AZIMUTH LOCATION READ 291
DEGREES. A POSITION OF 151 DEGREES WOULD LOCATE THE MOON IN SSE
DIRECTION AT TIMEOF SETTING WHEREAS A POSITION OF 291 DEGREES VWOULD

- EISTABLISH THE CORRECT APPROXIMATE LOCATION IN THE WEST AT SETTING

D QUOTE. REQUEST YOUR COMMENT BE ADDRESSED TO AFOIN=-4' (ATIC)

- WITH INFO AT ADC AND THIS HEADQUARTERS. /,
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SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY

FROM: (Originator) DATE-TIME GROUP

021130Z Dee
COMDR ATIC & 2 X e
L - B =7 o A ;.. ‘
T“:D/I HQ USAF WASHINGTON 25 D C I BOOK MESSAGE [X] oRIGINAL MESSAGE
P / 20 5/ | MULTIPLE ADDRESS EH‘I’PTUP:EE:AUHDH -

L B, IDENTIFICATION CLASSIFICATION
INFO: 82776

FROM: AFOIN-4El FOR: AFOIN-2Al .

Reference your messags 5<775 dtd 011902Z Dec concerning UFOB sighting by F-86

pilot over Hokkaido, Japan, Preliminary evaluation by ATIC as follows§ Probable

reflection of moon throwah cloud layer,

Moon at that time nfggl,; .-_uil. in first gquarter and set sametime around midnight,
The reflection of ﬂt_;u;ig,ht- fram the moon through a cloud layer would result in the
cloud filtering the blue (ran the reflection and thus leaving a reddish-orange glow,
The moon would not be viasinles to the observer due to its low position on the

horizon and its obstruction from view by existing cloud layers,
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TO RJEDEN/CINCONAD ENT ArB COLOC
RJEDWP/ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB DAYTON UHIO
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//?/mom CLN AFOIN=2A1 53832 REFEREN IADE
USAF 52776 CMM DATED 1 DEC 1555, FOLLOWING UNEVALUATED MESSAGE.CMM

ON SAME SUBJECT CMM FROM COMDR FEAF ON 3 DEC PASSED TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS.
QUCTE CLN THE FOLLOWING INFO FROM THE 39TH AIR DIV INCLUTIWG A PILOTS
INTERROGATION REPORT IS FORWARDED FOR YQUR INFO CLN |

1. EVALUATICN OF PILOT CLN 1/LT DURFEY CMM MILES CMM AO 222¢52& .

cMiM 338 F1S IS CCHNSIDERED A COMPLETELY RELIABLE SOURCEe. THE DEBRIEFING
CFFICER EVALUATED THE SOURCE AND PROBAEILITY OF TEE INFORMATICN AS

A=2. LT DURFEY HAS DBVEN EN EYEUWITNESS TO APPROYXIMATELY SEVEN

PREVICUS NUCLEAR EYPLOSIONS FROM THE GOUND DURING MARCH TO JUMNE 1554

CiiM FROIMN LAS VAGAS Cilitl HEVADA CHM APPRCOY €2 MILES AWAY. FURTHER

STATES HE HAS SELEN NUNEROUS TRAINING FILMS AND MCOVIES OF EYPLOSIONS.

UNCLASSIFILD

PAGE TWO RJEPHQ 140

IT IS _HIS OPINICN THAT IT WAS AN ATOMIC BURST AND THAT'S ALL IT COULD
HAVE EEEN, iy ‘ o
2, LT DURFEY STATEL ORIGINALLY THAT HE THOUGHT IT WAS AT LEAST.249

MILES AWAY CLN LATLR MATHEMATICAL COMPUTATIONS BY HIM PLACED THIS
] « PARAGRAPH 3.22 CMM CAPT 3. VOL II.
RADICLOGICAL DEFENSE. ROV 51 PUBLISHED BY ARMED FCRCES SPECIAL WEAPONS
PROJECT STATES CLM QUOTE IN ONE OF THE TEST EYPLOSIONS AT NEVADA
IN $1S5i THE GLARE IN THE SKY CMM IN THE EARLY HOURS OF THE DAWN WAS
VISIBLE OVER 4%% MILES AWAYe. UNQUOTEe. FROM 25,222 FEET IT IS POSSIBLE
THAT LT DURFEY COULD KAVE SEEN THE BALL OF FIRE AT 422 OR EVEN MORE
MILES AWAY. FURTHER THE ABOVE MENTICNED VOLUME STATED THAT A HIGH
AIR BURST WOULD START AT 4,222 AND GO UP TO 33,922 TO 62,292 FEET.
3, THE FOLLOWING IS COPY OF THE SIGNED STATEMENT MADE BY LT DURFEY
WHICH IS IN THE MAIL TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS CLN QUOTE. AT 2185 HOURS
CUp 25 MOUEMBER 55 €t T WAG SCRAMBLED OUT OF CHITOSE UNDER THE CALL
SIGN OF "SHARPY REC." THE MISSICN WAS TO INVESTIGATE A GCI' RADAR
PICKUP CF A PRESUMABLY UNKNOWN AIRCRAFT. THE VECTOR FOR OUR FLIGHT
OF TWC F-86D AIRCRAFT WAS GIVEN TO US 362 DEGREES Clii{ AND WE WERE TO
ACENT TC AN ALTITUDT OF 25,228 FEET WHILE CLIMBING OUT OMN THIS HEADING.
MMEDIATELY AFTER TAKEOFF CMi MY WINGMAN'S RADIO.RECEIVER BECAME
INOPERATIVE AND COULD NOT BE CONTACTED FOP THE REMAINDER OF THE FLIGHT.
I VENT INTO A THIN OVERCAST AT ABOUT-6,082 FEET AND BROKE OUT AT
i, 1Y WM i oY ”Lf:l.i"‘-!"‘"'t TS MTI D
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~ PAGE FOUR RJEPHQ 123

FAGE 1hhRRE RJIEFHW Lo

AND WAS FOLLOWIN ME WITH THE AID OF HIS RA7 e THERE WERE NO

CLOUD CONDITICNS. oF ANY KIND ABOVE LAYER.FON_MENTIONED CMI1 AND THE
VISIBILITY WAS “vTﬁzisz COODs AT APPROX 01131 CMM LOCATION WD 6562
Ciili ALTITUDE 25,222 FEET AND ON HEADING OF 360 DEGREES..] BECA¥E
AUARE OF A RED GLOW TC %Y LZFT. AT FIRST IT APPEARED TO BE A
'E"FLEETIOﬁ‘fFUF'TﬂE“co*t=TT‘Inslab1*“ LIGHTS CMM BUT I ELIMINATED
THAT POSSIBILITY BY PUTTING MY HAND AGAINST THE CANOPY AND PEERING
THROUGH TWO SPREAD FINGERS WITH MY HEAD AGAINST MY HANDe I NEYT THOUGHT
THE GLOW MAY BE COMING FROM AN AIRCRAFT ON FIRE CMM BUT AS THE LIGHT
WAS NOT MOVING CMM THIS POSSIBILITY WAS ALSO ELIMINATED CMM I NEXT
THOUGHT THAT THE GLOW MICHT BE COMING FROM THE AFTERBURNER OF ANOTHER
AIRCRAFT CLOSE BY. THIS POSSIBILITY WAS ELIMINATED BY TURNING

INTO THE DIRECTION OF THE GLOWe THE GLCW REMAINED STATICNARY AND A
HEADING OF 312 DEGREES WAS ESTABLISHED TO PLACE THE LIGHT DIRECTLY
AHEAD OF THE AIRCRAFTe AS THE MISSION WAS STILL IN PROGRESS I TURNED
BAGJ;..TO~@w B ING OF 36% DEGREES. AT THIS POINT IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT
A LITTLE MORE THAN TWO MINUTES HAD ELAPSED. SHORTLY AFTER THE TURN
WAS STARTED CMM THE GLOW BEGAN TO FLATTEN OUT FROM ITS ORIGINAL
SPHERICAL SHAPE PAREN TO CLARIFY A STATEMENT MADE IN AN EARLIER
REPORT CMW THIS OBLOMG OR FLATTENED STAGE COULD BE COMPARED TO THE
WELL KNOWM ™ MASHROOM™ STAGE WHICH RESULTS AFTER AN EXPLOSICN OF
THIS KINDe HOWEVER Ciftd THE STEM CMid LF_THERE IAS ONE.CMM OF THIS
MUSHRQOM STAGE WAS_NOT_VISIBLE. PAREN THIS GLOW WAS FLATTENED ON

A HARIZONTAL PLANE AND THE ILLUMINATICN IN THIS STAGE LASTED FOR
APPROX TWO MINUTES. AFTER THIS STAGE THE LIGHT FADED OUT MODERATELY

UNCLASSIFIED

FAST CMY I+E. IN LEGSMTUAN_THIRTY SECONDSe. MY LOCATICN WAS WD 8585
CitM WTNPPP FEET Cfili 11151 THE TOTAL PERIOD OF MY OBSERVANCE THUS

WAS ABCUT FIVE MINU{T.3. TO APPROYIMATE THE SIZE OF THE GLCW Ciid A
SPHERE ONE-HALF INCH Il DIAMETER HELD AT A ONE YARD DISTANCE FROM THE
EYE WOULD SHOW IN CCHPARISON WHAT I SAYW FROM THE CCCKPITe AT 5422

STATUTE MILES THIS WOLLD MAKE THE DIAMETER OF THE SPHERE TO BE

SLIGHTLY LESS THAN SEVEN MILES ACRCSSe THE COLOR OF THE GLOW THROUGHOCUT
THE ENTIPE TIME WAS A DEEP RED WITH AN ORANGE TINT. IT APPEARED THAT
THdE HIGHEST JNTENSITY OF THE LIGHT WAS REACHED JUST PRICR TO THE
FLATTENING=CUT PROCESSe IN THE LATTER PART OF THE OBSERVANCE PERIOD

AN ELCMGATED DARK OBJECT. APPEARED HORIZONTALLY TO THE LEFT AND IN THE
MIDDLE CF THE SPHERE. THIS CLOSELY RESEMBLED A CLOUD FORMATION AND
BLOCKED OUT APPROYXIMATELY ONE=FIFTH OF THE SPHERE. I WAS UNABLE TO
CONTACT MY UINGMANe I COULD NCT GET HIM TO VERIFY ANY OF THIS INFOR-

MATION. UNQUOTE. N Mo
FEAF COMMENT CLN AT THE TIME OF INCIDENT THE MOON WAS A @ DEGREES
FROM THE POSITION OF THE AIRCRAFT THE, MOON SET AT 21211 OW=THE DATE OK

OF THE iLCIZILT.-LTZTS IS RO h[JIT:Z:rT EUEI__(h TO JMHHT“TTATZ

THAT THIS WAS AN ATCiiIC EXPLOSION. HISTORICALLY CMM THERE IS NO RECORD
OF NUCLEAR EXPLGSIOHS IN THIS AREA., UNQUOTE -

REQUEST ATFCIN-4 EVALUATION AS SCOMN AS POSSIBLE.
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= CRYPTOPRECAUTION
MULTIPLE ADDRESS YES NO
L REFERS TO MESSAGE:
"7L / Z ‘,7(?‘4& IDENTIFICATION CLASSIFICATION
INFO: 52776 53032 _

FROM: AFOIN-4EY FOR: AFOIN=2A1

Reference your messages 53032 dtd 071826Z Dec and 52776 dtd 0112022 Dee, Although
the time element and denceliptliaon of the glow could coilnelde with @ nuclear
explosion, 1€ 1is unlikel; thabt thls cause 1lnltiated the report for the followlngz
reasons;

&, Negative Liuzlorlcal report from Far East sources malntalning

SESme A n’f-"l/
sismespaph vigll,

b. No prevlous ¢xplosions reported from that:partlicular locatlon of
the glow,
Reference our message IC %1208 datd 021130Z Dec, Evaluation contained thereln
remains the same, However, one discrEpancylsemains to be clarified, In your
message 53032, the following statement eppears; "FEAF comment, at the time of
incident, the moon was at 19] degrees from the pocition of the aircraft." Should

J'_-
= ¥4

nis azimuth location read 291 degrees? A position of 191 degrees would ldcate
—
the moan in a SSE direction at time of setting. A position of 221 degrees would

establish the correct approximete loca
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