PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

l. DATE - 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
0O Wos Bolloon
17 Dec 55 Red Oak, Iowa O Probobly Bolloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION DR G odd Bl
0O Wos Alicroft
Locel P Ground-Visuel O Ground-Roder O Probakly Alveroht
GMT 18/01222 = O AirVYisuol O Alr-Intercept Rodor _l‘]' Possibly Alrcrolt
5. PHOTOS 4. SOURCE A X Was Astronomicol Meteor
O Yes . |0 Probably Alirﬁmmlr.nll
$No (vilia | O Possibly Astronomice
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D Other :
O Insufficient Dota for Evgluation
15 sec nblj 0O Unknown
(1 min trail 1 SW !
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS

One fast moving soundless obj was observed to
explode in the sky. ObJ seemed to change
colors from white to red to blue.

ATIC PORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

overestimated.

Obj has allcharacteristics and per-
|formances of a meteor. It is felt that
time of observation was slightly

ASTRO (Meteor Sighting)

J
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COMMENTS of Preparing Officesx:

l, In the opinion of the Preparing Offlicer, this sighiing was caused by a
mateorite for Vhe following reasonss

a. The direction of the sigihting fram the various reporting points all
voeetor in towarda the Humbolt-Ceatrice area, The reporting times are all within
+he margin of hunan error, thus they may be considered the same, Tha decseripltions
ars simillar in content, Thus il can be reasonably assumed thal all three-sources
saw the same objeet and thal it is the object Dr. C, B. Schultz investigated,

b. The threse actual sources all to one degree or another, suggested by
themselves that the object was a meteorite,

ll'l

- ¢. 7The descripilons of the object, together wilth 1ts short dbbservation
poriod and its charactoristic downward trajectory suggests 1t was a meteroite ni’
umusual size,

d. Tho collective professional opinion of Dr, Schultz, Professor Collins
and Dr. Lincoln La Paz is not to be taken lightly. 7Thls l1s especlally true when
supported by the actual sources plus the circumstances surrounding the objact,

¢, The fact that ths Red O2k and Kansas City observers thought ths object
| bwrned out, while in Nebraska they believed it struck the earth can bs axplalned,
There is a haza which is known to affoct observations near the horizom ss is typlecel
| with the Mloss" of stars near the horizon on even clear nights, Since the horlzomn

4 is relative to the observer, vwhen the meteorite went past the horizon it would look to
!. the eastern observers &s though it suddenly grew dim and then blackened «::n.ﬂ'..lL Yot to

| the vest the meteorite Aid not go past the horizon and through the haze, thaﬂ, the
observers there caw & different view, .

%

f. The possibility of zn alrcraft crash was ihves“biga ed, The CAA ab
Kansas City, Missourl had no word of eny crashs in the area in questlon, :

g. The ene featurs of the sighting which 1s unusual 0 the lgyman is the
brightamess of the object and thas rapm'ued e:-:plasion at fumobolt, lebraska, ilowever
Dr. Schultz was not suprised at the occurrence of an explosion nor the greater than

average illuninatlion,

. : : | / |
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COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

the above report was caused by a meteorite. It is the further oninion of this head-
quarters that ths mataorits wr3 of bollids “yps, accountlng for tla exploslioa Daard In |

i,'{' " Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that the sighting describsd in
/
'] Humbolt, Nebraska.
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" Part One
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PAGE = OF 6 PAGES

I. SOURCE: wiivhamiBemiuinihine
Address: TR GeEcad Oak, Iowa
Ages - 15 |
'Occupatiﬁm High School student
Education: 10th grade
Qualifications; Substitute GOC observexr with little training.

IX., REALIABILITY: Source was sincere and did not appear to exegerate, He

vas interested in reporting "just the facts® and would not give opinions of which

he was not 100% certain.

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: The lone object appeared suddenly in the
SW and glowed Mlike a sky rocket you see on the 4th of July" for about fiftteen
seconds, While 1t had no particuler shape, it wes sbout the size of an automobile

headlight. The source thought the object was about one block away from him, The

path traveled by the sighting was almost straight dowmwerd towards the earth,

The object changed coclors fram blue to white to red and then seemed to
slowly burn itself out, At first it sppeared solid but later turned transparent.

There were scattered clouds, many stars and a slight breem when the incident
occured at 19:22 CST, according to the source, ( 18/01223 Dec 55 ).

Source called his GOC filter center and rapurt.ad the object. No photographs
wors taken, If it were not for the size of the object and its appearent nearness,

source stated the sighting might have been g falling star,

Source stated that his mothey who was on duty with him, ‘l agreed with his
deseription. | ;

an
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REPORT NO.

| COUNTRY

USA

] p355  |Hf Il ASAS
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION RFPORT

| SUBJECT
___Urds gl i
AREA REPORTED ON FROM (Apgency)

RED OAK, IWA, USA Datachment 2, 46024 AISS
| DATE OF REPORT DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION
| 23 Deo 55 17 Dec 55
|| PREPARED BY (Officer) ' =y SOURCE
| HANS BISCHOFS, Ceptaln, USAF S, and others
S HPORE HaT " GO 89RO SG, Onaha, Nebr.

{TT ADCC 1g212, COMDR 31st AD (DEF), SHellifig A¥S, Minn. e

:. SUMMARY: (Joater concise summuary of report. Gice signlficance in final vne-sendence paragraph. List inelovures al lower left. Begin texl of report on AF Form “;_pm; }.f:{

I, CONTENTS:

|
l
F .
5 PART ONE: Desoription of sighting by Mr. <SR
Towa., Occupation, high school student, age 15, on duty as relief GOC observar wlth
]

his mother. No special tralning for this wvork,

PART TWO: Desoription of sighting by Mr,«QuiNE -, control touer
oparator, Kansas City, Mlssourl Manieipal Alrport,

PART THREEs Description of sighting by Captain Inieilie»salilinilmeie ,

Kansas City, Miasouri, Occupation, commerclal pllot with Draniff Internatlional
Alrways, and a former professor of physing, University of Iowa,

" PART FOURs Supplemontary Investigatlve Efforts

PART FIVE: Comnents of Preparing Officor

II. SUMMARY: An unidentified flying object was sighted by an observer at the GOC
post in Red Oak, Iown (GEQREF FJKM 4601), by an air control towor employes at Kansas
Clty, Missourl Munieipal Alrport (GEGREF FJIX 24@7) and by tho pilot of a Braniff
International Airways flight flying over Kansas City, Missourl (GEOREF FJLX 2504).
Cbject eppearsd to boe of the fire ball type, initially observed at 18/0122Z Dec 55,
and lasted for about fifteen seconds. The follow-up investigation consisted of a
taorough interview by phone with the three above memtloned persons and & check with

other knovwladgeable sourcaes conhected with this Bighting..

e e e

III. INVESTIGATORS: CAPT. HANS BISCHOFS A0 784842
24 I4 TED W, WUERTHNER &) 3049482

Lag® ) | 7% : , : ,

»> BISCHOFS
Captain USAF
0l1C
f
INCLS.
PI"""I"‘I. N ey ™
3.., L L L L'L."._.
)
/ \ g "
/ o
DISTRIBUTION 8Y ORIGINATOR e = e — - By Mhersrin L |

| %giduigg Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 20th ADiv; D/I, F1st ADiv; Comdr, 4602d AISS; OIC, Det 2,

Rt EAas 8 CECCTIME TUE MATIONAL DFFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. S0 U, S.C.— ‘
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| AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (A gency) REPORT NO. Part Tvwo
Det., 2, 46024 AISS D2-UF(B-3-55

PAGE 3 OF 6 . PAGES

I. SOURCE: CHDUSEMNNNEEEET (1:1e)
4ddr essF SNTERANENS, Kansas City, Missouri

Age; Adult ~
Occupation: CAA control tower operator

II. RELIABILITY: Source offered 1little information on his own, answered only the
questions put directly Yo him. Investigators contacted him since he was the source
for an article which sppeared in the Kansas City Star of 18 December 55, Source was

friendly and seemed sincere,

ITII. SOURCE!S DESCRIPTION OF SICHTINC: Object flared up in the HWIN of the tower
about 18/0129Z Dec 55, It was of urusual brightness, yet source took it for
granted that the sighting was a falling star, It seemed to him that it burned out

tefore reachlng the surface of the earth,

Source turned in no report of the incident, but did talk about it with "several"
air line pilots regarding it's umsal brightnesas, |

Source stated the object fell almost straight doum.

-
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(CLASSIFICATION)

REPORT NO.

DR2-UFB=3-55

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

I. SOURCE: Captainm

Address: G K:nses City, Mssourl

Age: Adult

Cccupations Captain with Braniff International Airlines

Eduecation: Collegs graduate,

Iowa for a pariod of time,

Taught physics at the University of

IX, RELIABILITY: The investigatoars were not able to resch the Captain himself as

he was out of the state on business, However his co-pllot,

a, wno was

flying with the Captain related the incident to the lnvestigators, The co-pilot
had token Informsl notes of the aevent,

IIT. SOURCE!'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: While flying at about 3,000 fedt two miles
south of the Kansas City Municipal Alrport, a large ®greenish colored® object

appearsd to ths WNW at 18/0128Z Dsc 55.

that they had a tendency to duck as the object seemed s8¢ near,
gulckly reallzed that the sighting was some distance awey. Ho then informed the

passengers of the o}ject,

During the first instant the source states

Howvever the source

The source watched the object for about 10 seconds and told the co-pilot

that it was a "nickle nmetecrite”®

because of 1ts greenish czst,

to burn itself out before reaching the ground,

The object appeared

Upon landing the two flyers talked about the umusal sighting to their friends

who had seen it fram the ground,
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SUPPLE SNTARY TINVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

1. 4 call to the Universily of Kansas at XKansas City, Kansas revealad thai
this institution had no astronaner and that no information relative to ths unknown
coild bs obtuained from this SOUrco. . -

2. The Fansas City ".u oather Bureau had no infarmztlon on the object, The weather
as of 18/0120Z Des 55 for the areas where eightings took place was as full*uust

,' &, KXansas Clty, Missourl, Clean; Visibility, 12 miles; Temperature, 207;
‘ Dew Point, 140; and Wind, N at 7 knots.

b, Oumha, lebraska (GECRIEF FJRM #517), (noarest weathor to Red Ouk, Iowa).
Ceiling, 14,000 scattered; Visibility, 9 miles; Temperature, 14°; Dow Point, 89;
and Wind, ITE at 4 knots. i

3., The Flying Safety Office of the CAA had no informetion on the unknown |
sighting,

Lo A call wes nade to the Kansas City Star to find out the source of thelr .
brlef story of 18 December 55 stating that a meteorite had been seen over the area,
The Investigators learned that the "Star" had rocelved its story fram a Mr, Carroll
White at the Control Tower at the Munlcipal Airport, |

| 5. 4 contaet with the Manielpsl Airport gave us CAA emplayee, IMr, Waite who had
gzan the object and bacams anobher source, but he could not positlvely identifly the |
object which he had scon, * | |

1 6. By fallowinp a lead mentionad in the TT frun 31st AD (Def). contact was node
| with Captain “ and his doscription of the sighting,

7. Again by ckaslng down a2 lead from the TT from Bla‘h AD (Def), contact was
nade via telephons wilth the cily editor of the Lincoln Nebraska Journal of Lincoln,
lNebraska (GT'{E.EF FJJL 2849). It had bean reported that "loud to moderate explosions™
were heard in conjunction with the sighting, The paper informed the Investigators
tha%t such noises wers reporited by an unknowm ratlroad yerdnman of the Burlington Iine
working at Humbolt, Nobraska (GEOREF FJKL @319). The pﬂﬂer revealed further that a
Dr, C. B, Schultz of the University of lNebraska was vorking on ths subject and was
a knowledzaable person in this field,

8. Telephons contact was established wita Dr. Schuliz, wio is the Direclor of
the University of lebraska Musoum at Lincoln, He stated that from all reports
vhich he recesived, and from consultations with Professor Colllins of thal schoolls
Astronomy dapm-t_mant, and the noted meteor:oxpért Dr, Lincoln Le Paz of lNew Mexico,
that the thres of them had declded the object was definitely a moteorite. Thay

u:ﬂmmm opject they ware wor! c:.ng with was of the same de..:crip’niun as the ono roported
from Kanses Clty, Missourl and from Red Cak, Iowa, The tinme of ocecurancs caincidfad
with the other reports within a few minutes., Dr. Schultz was sure that both he and

-'-' oursalves wvere talking of the same object,

/, further beliovoed that its tail mcplnded nanr hmbnl‘t, Habraska, but the main part

f‘ J‘r&:: tha9 oarth somevwhare souill of Dantrico, labraska (CRORTR FIJL 1516). Dr, Seimlhs
F wnd Proffassor Collizs were planaing to g9 looldng for the chjoest (ad nxxy day. Taa '
|
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