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le In the fall of 1947 the Uhifed States ‘Alr
Force took official notice of report: pfiso=called i
"flying seaucers" because the reports ffom the public

indicated that the problem mlight be related to the Al

Force responsibllity for the alr defenge of the Unlted
States.

2¢ On December 30, 1947 the Alr Force directed
its Air Materilel Command at Wright-Patterson Alir Force

rase, Ohlo, to establish a project to collect and evalu-

ate all available facts concerning "flying saucer" sightings.

3« On December 27, 18949, after 375 reported
sightings had been 1lnvestigated, the Alr Force, with the
concurrence of the Army and the Nevy, announced the find-
ings of the "flying saucer" project.

4, The evidence at that time indicated that the
ma jority of the reports of unldentifled flying objects
could be accounted for as misinterpretations of varilous
conventlonal objects, a mlld form of hysterla, meteoro-
loglical phenomena, light aberrations, or hoaxes.

5. There remained, however, a number of un-
explained sightings, and the Air Force has continued
its investigations inasmuch as 1t 1s an Alr Force re-
sponsibility to ldentify and analyze aerial phenomena
that could possibly be a menace to the Unlted States.

6« To date, the Alr Force has undertaken to
investigate and analyze about 5,000 reports dealing with
these phenomena. As before, most of the reports were
identified and disposed of as friendly aircraft erroneously
reported, known electronic and meteorological phenomene,

light aberrations, hoaxes, and other known natural oc-
curences or man-made objects.

7. The unexplalned reports, however, which are
in the order of approxinately 1O percent of the total,
cannot be definitely assoclated with these familiar things.
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Difficulty in Evaluating Reports

8¢ The difficulty in dlsposing of these un-
explained reports 1s based largely upon the lack of
accurate basic data such as size, shape, composition and
flight characteristics (speed, acceleration, altitude,
exact maneuver pattern, etc.) of the objects.

¢ Although some instruments which are useful 1in
obtaining more accurate data of this type have been avall-
able, the reports based on sightlings with t hese instruments
have been very Iinfrecuent and ccuprise an extremely small
percentage of the t otal. Moreover, even these reports have
not included much of the information recqulired.

10. PBecause of the 1lnadejuacy of this basic data,
the Alr Force has in the past devoted its efforts primarily
to deternining whether these unexplalined sightings !ndicated
the existence of a menace to the United States. Initlally
it was belleved that some pattern might evolve from the
study of a large volure of reports. To date, no pattern
has materiallized to reveal anything whatsocever which can
be interpreted as indicatlive of purpose or conslstency or
whlch can be construed as a menace to the Unlted States.
Nonetheless, slnce these unexplalned sightlings persist,
the Alr Force will continue 1its iInvestlgations, giving
the problem adeguate but not frantic attention.

lle Reports of similar phenomena go back to
Blblicel times. There have been flurries of them in

various centuries. The current serles of slghtlings began
generally in 1946,

12. There are mary reascons why the volume of
these reports has increased materially during the past
few years, Aerial activity originated by man has in-
creased, and people today have a greater curioslity about
the actlvlity then before. Also, our present efflclent
couiuanication facllities and rews media provide an in-
centive for reporting unusual observations, f or publicls-
ing them and for recording them. However, the abillity to
measure these phenomena does not seem to have advanced
in step with opportunitles for observing them. The
Alr Fa'ce believes that most of t hese phenomena will

gradually be understood as more 1ls known aoout occurrences
in the upper atmoschere.

Be RADAR SIGHTINGS

l. The Alr Force has received many reports of
unusual images on radar scopes. It 1s fairly well established

that some of these lmages are ground objects reflected from
a layer of warm alr above the earth (a temperature inversion).



2. Temperature inverslion relfections can glve
a return on a radar scope thdt 1s as sharp as that recelved
from an alrcrafte Speed ranges of these returns are re-
portedly from zero to fantastic speeds. The "objects" al so
appear to move in all dlrectlions.

3. Such radar sightings have resulted 1ln hun-
dreds of frultless Ilntercept efforts.

4, One sclentific theory holds that light can
be simlilarly reflected from a layer of warm alir above

the earth and, if proved to be correct, thls could account
for some visual sightlngs.

5. Bearing out thetheory of temperature 1ln-
version reflection 1s an incldent which occurred in
January 1951 near Oakridge, Tennessee. Two Alr Force alr-
craft attempted to intercept an unidentified "object" and
actually established a radar "lock" on the object.

Thelr altitude at the time was 7,000 feet. The unidentl-
fied object, according to thelr radar, appeared to be

at an ele vation of ten to twenty-flve degrees. Three
passes were made in an atteupt to close on the object.

In each lInstance the pilots reported that thelr radar led
them first upward and then down toward a speclflic polnt
on the ground.

6. Ionlzed clouds are believed to be the cause
of some unldntlflied radar returns. Thunderstorm activity
1s identiflable by radar, and radar is used for the pur-
pose of avolding thunderstorms. In addition, radar has
pilcked up many objects first reported as "Unidentifled
Phenomena" which were later ldentified as alrcraft, birds,
balloons, ice formations in the alr, or other known
aerlal objects or manifestations.

C. CONCLUSIONS

l. The Alr Force has stated 1In the past, and re-
affirms at the present time, that these unidentified
aerial phenomena are not a secret weapon, missile or
alrcraft, develped by the United States. None of the
three military departments nor any other agency 1n
the government 1s conductling experiments, classifled or
otherwise, with flying objects which could be a basls
for the reported phenomena. As far as 1ls known there 1s

nothing in them that 1s assoclated with material or
vehlcles t are ulrected agalnst the Unlted States,
from/BR8KERY or from other planets.




