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5 i PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION

9 April 1956

|(Rome,New York & A/V Sighting

12. CONCLUSIONS

Wos Boalloon
Probobly Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
B R e e S LG round- Visual
oMt 10/0320Z =~ XD Vi sual

5. PHOTOS ——

D Yes

R Mo

Militar AF
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

8. NUMBER OF O3JECTS

—— ——===

twenty-three minutes
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING
One round light larger than known
star, orange-white changed to orange
with red light, Seen at an azimuth
of 330 dgrs & an elevation of "4000"
feet (evidently low off horizon).
Seen through binoculars and was also
seen by two aircraft.

one

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 BEP 52)

Possibly Bolloon

Was Aircraft
Probobly Aircraoft
Possibly Aircroft

KXXWas Astronomicol YENRUS

D Ground-Radar

O Air-Intercept Radar

O Probably Astranomical
O Possibly Astronomical

9. COURSE "~ |o, Other—

faded over 0 Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
0 Unknown

horizon
11. COMMENTS '

Concur with the opinion of the
reporting officer that this sight
ing was generated by the planet
Venus., The same object which had

been reported in this same area
on the previous night,




Analysts' Comments:
Subjeet: UFO Sighting Reported by Griffis AFB, 10 April 1956

1. A check with astro charts{ emphasizes)and astro almanacyshow the
planet Venus almost on the horizon (as observed from the ground) at 0320

Zone Time (1020 Local Time), and located at approximately 325 degrees (NW by N)

azimxth\- In vicinity of constellation Taurus.
45 nb:ﬂrgﬁ'd Tf’nm Thqi‘ lecal T :

2. 7This coincides very well with informationm given by all principals
involved. The reported size (size of a pea) also supports conclusions that
it wvas Venus.,

3. Venus prominent and very bright during this time of the year, and
as stated in report, brighter than surrounding stars.

4. Note;object was cbserved for almost one-half howr with apparent
little or no movemsnt.

5. Observing stars or planets through binoculars has often been a

" source of inconsistent data in that 1t gives the cobject an 1llusion of
novemsnt, high speed and odd maneuvers, a fact not often known to many. (An
attempt to keep a star fixed in the center of a bincculars' field of view

will demonstrate this.)

6. Certailn atmospheric conditions can maks an astroncmical body seéen
much larger, brighter and nearer when near the horizon. Example: Under
such condltions the moon often appears 5 times larger than vhen viewed
overhead. This effect is emphasized when observed in the air and against
a dark sky, and have resulted in some weird effects being reported by pilots
having their gazs fixed on the object wvhile flying. A few UFO reports
disclose that pilots have reported that the object is moving avay or towards
their ﬂuﬂrm- §

Te This has often been found to be confusing, even to o0ld, experienced
pilots, and the explanation is generally unacceptable to them. Any phencomena
encountered for the first time and without advance notice, such as Aurcra
borealis, sundoags, Tirsballs, ms*eoric showers, lizhtad balloons In l2%
StUreame, 28 shown I{rom owe filas, can ne very confusing.

8. Conelusions: Misinterpretation of a koown object, Venus, by virtue
of fact observed under conditions producing unconventional appearancs.




Analysts' Comments:
Subject: UFO Sighting Reported by Griffing AFB, 10 April 1956

1. A check with astro chartq,‘( emphasizes) and astro almanacsshow the
planet Venus almost on the horizon (as observed from the ground) at 0320
Zone Time (1020 Local Time), and located at approximately 325 degrees (NW by N)

azimuth\ In vicinity of constellation Taurus,
OS evbsevve inm et \ﬁtt‘&*

2. This coincides very well with information given by all principals
involved. The reported size (size of a pea) also supports conclusions that
it wvas Venus, _

A 3. Venus prominent end very bright during this time of the year, and
1 as stated in report, brighter than surrounding stars.

4, Notejobject was observed for almost one-half hour with apparent
little or no movement.

5. Observing stars or planets through binoculars has often been a
source of inconsistent data in that 1t gives the object an 1llusion of
movement, high speed and odd maneuvers, a fact not often known to many. (An
attempt to keep a star fixed in the center of a binoculars' field of view

will demonstrate this.)

6. Certain atmospheric conditions can make an astronomical body seem
much larger, brighter and nearer when near the horizon. Example: Under
such conditions the moon oftten appears 5 times larger than when viewed
overhead. This effect is emphasized when observed in the alr and against
a dark sky, and have resulted in some welrd effects being reported by pilots
having their gaze fixed on the object while flying. A few UFO reports
disclose that pilots have reported that the object is moving away or towards

their aircraft.

T This has often been found to be confusing, even to old, experiencéd
pllots, and the explanation 1s generally unacceptable to them. Any phenomena
encountered for the first time and without advance notice, such as Aurora
borealis, sundogs, fireballs, meteoric showers, lighted balloons in Jet
streams, as shown from our files, can be very confusing.

8. Conclusions: Misinterpretation of a known object, Venus, by virtue
of fact observed under conditions producing unconventional appearance.

G. T. G,
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