I. CATE

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

l 2. LOCATION |12,

D

16 April 1956 Henderson, North €Carolina |O

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 2
Local 0500 $:Ground-Visuel O Ground-Raodor g
GMT 16/1000Z I 0O AirVisual O Air-Intercept Radar -
POt i o ~ 6. SOURCE R D
O Yes D

X8 No FBI employee *

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

fleeing glance(l-2 sec)

8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

one

North-South |

9. COURSE | o, Other
Route 1 Nnsufficient Data for Evaluation

CONCLUSIONS

Yas Balloon

Probably Bealleen
Possibly Balloon

Was Aircralt
Probably Aircroft
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical

Probebly Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Unknown

——

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

While driving on Route 1 near Hender-

son, N, C,, just before daylight, an

appeared coming towards, then over,
observer's car., Was light blue in
color, appeared wide as the highway.

No sounds.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

11. COMMENTS

Interviewed by USAF UFO investi-

gators, On basis of discussions,

oval-shaped low flying object suddenly/believe that possibly newspaper,
large bird (owl,goose) or perhap
kite hanging fm string fm tree
or telephone wire., Under questi
ing, observer states ''general

outline was that of large top.’

This would resemble outline c
kite., Kite season
of sighting. Although above
strong possibilities, wil

L L/ &

in area at




e

.. @ : This report was subnitted by J. Edger
Hoover, Chief, ¥BI. Dr, H:mk arranged for a perczonal interviev with Mizs Nislmms
(now Mrs.dBEBEES) and her (then) fiance, ir. MBS, who also observed the object that
vhiazed over their car on a loncly North Carolina roed juss before dawn om 16 April 56,
Mrs. Nlllle 18 an FBI employee and Mr. WIS, according to Dr. Hynek, is belleved %o |
be a member of the CIA., As such, they are considered to bs reliable informants. '
Further, they both expressed concern over the UF0 sighting from the pudblicity vile«point,
and the affect it may have on their professions. They were assured that their interests
wouléd be honored. The object was saen for only a few fleeting sesonds., It resembled
& "large top" in outline., They eamphatically stated that 1t was no$ a newspaper, a
large bird (owl, Canadian goose) or similar object that they observed, Dr. Hynek and
the undersigned reached this concluaion: <the possibility that it may have been a kite
dangling from 1ts string that was hanging over the road from a telephons pole, wire or
tree. Also, it was March and kites are flown quite extensively by children in that ‘
localitye The outline of a kite, when sketched, doea resemble a "large top" which
would startle the drivers that flashed undsrneath 18, firet hitting i% with 1h-tr*
3 h-l m, an‘phul in 'Mrluhut lnro' utoaoty. 3 %
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. UNCLASSIFIED
- 7 DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR ronc:
~ WASHINGTON

LT SRR g T

el g W

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL UBAF

WTH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIOATIONS
LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE, DENVER, COLORADO

14D 24-341

SUBJECT: (UNCLASSIFIZD)
ﬁ _ SIGHTING OF OBJECT RSSEIBLING FLYING SAUCER ON
§ A 6 APRIL 1956 NEAR HENDERSOM, NORTH CAROLINA

. l‘ —
b4

SPECTAL INQUIRY

;... i | - -r'-'"‘-ﬂ-‘-'”

TO: Comnandear
Air Defense Command /

Ent AFB | DA e ok
-Oolorado” Springs Colorado
l, Transmitted herewith for the infcrmation of your command
i3 one (1) photostatic copy of letter report dated 17 April 1956 from
the Federal Bureau of Innstigation, viashington reﬂ'ardirg the abm
captioned matter,

2. This letter is classifisd CONFIDENTTAL pursua.nt to authority
contained in paragraph 30c AFR 205-1, -

3o Attention is invited to the fact that the informaticn contained
in the inclosure is derived from scurces cther than Department of the
Air Force.. Dissemination.of. the-infermation contained therein Wwill not
be made outside Department of the Air Force channels without pricr
approval from the Office of Special Investigatioms, IG,

1 Incl (As stated) WALLACE B. SCHOLES
| | Lt Colonel USAF g
District Commander

j DOWNGRADED AT 3 YIAR I .-";“_-::"-*.‘.r..‘tl-’l;
1 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 ViAL3,
DOD DIR 5200.10 . -
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COPY | |
e ! UNITED STé DEPARTVENT OF JUSTICE
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
U .
NCLASSIFIED 17 April 1956
washington 25, D. C.
BY COURIER SERVICE
Date: April 16, 1956
To: Director of Special Investigations
The Inspe ctor General _
Department of the Air Force
Building Temp E
4Lth and Ada.us Drive, S. W,
Washington, D. C.
From: John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Sub ject: Sightings of Object Resembling Flying Saucer on April 6, 1956, near

Henderson, North Carolina - Miscellaneous - Information Concerning

On April 6, 1956, Miss SyletEREYERMNMEENEs, a2n employee of this Bureau who
resides at TSN Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia, vh ile en route to iMorven, North

Carolina, via automoblle, with her fiance, Vr. SealliESNERNR:, Jr',., observed an unusual
object which appeared to resemble a flying saucer.

Miss RS stated at about § A.M., on April 6, 1956, while it was still
dark and while driving on Route 1 north of Henderson, North Carolina, she and Mr. SN
were startled by what appeared to be an oval-shaped, low=-flying object coming directly
towards their car at a great speed, on the driver's side. Misoalille stated the object,
which was less than 25 feet from the ground, appeared to be spinning, was Iright as though
containing a series of ligh's 1n a zigzagging pattern, was light blue in color and was at
least as wide as the highway and no more than from two to four feet in thickness., She
stated the object did not change shape, 1t made no sound and that she observed it for only
a few seconds before it appeared to pass over the car, accelerate speed and veer off out
of sight behind them, Miss J: advised when daylight came she noticed it was cloudy
and that approximately 30 minutes after they had sighted the object it began to rain.

*Ietter to Director of Speclallnvestigations
The Inspector General
Department of the Air Force

Miss SEER: advised Mr. i, =n employee of the Hatvlonal Security agency
who resides at North Arlington, Virginia, would recall approximately where
they sighted the object and he may be able to furnish additional pertinent information,

The ahove is furnished for your information and no further action 1s being
taken in this matter,
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1D 24341, By USAP, 1 Jun 56, Subds (U). Sighting of Objeit Hesembling |
_Flylngm onélpﬁll?% Near Hondnrm,;mmonm

Hq 46024 Air Intelligence Sexvice Squadron (ADC), Ent Air Farce Base,
; Colorado Sp'i.ngs, Colorado
" | 70: Comsander, Alr mmm Inh:l.ligmo l‘knte, Wright-Patterson Air
i loru Base, Ghlo . _

1. mummumm date of ughﬁ.ng.hrm_dpt at
this headquarters, this report Talls to mest M_pti!p Mhﬂvw

upon by this crgamisation-and ATIC,; ™ - - | ’
2 Forwarded for your information and action dsemed necessary.
FOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Incl RAY L. JONES
5 Adjutant
§ ; i
& - jl ‘

DAR INTIRVALS . A
o %Ex?lﬁg ATin 12 TEARS. LI 1%
DOD DIR 5200.14 | -
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14D 24=341, HY USAF, 1 Jun 56, Subj: (U) Slghfing of Object Resembling
Flying Saucer on 6 April 1956 Near Henderson, North Carolina

AFOIN 9rd Ind
ATR TECHNICAL INTVLLIGENCE CENTER, Wright-Patterson Alr Force Base, Ohio

TJ): Commander, Air Defense Command, ATTN: 446024 AISS,
Ent AFB, Colorado Springs, Colorado

l. In accordance with paragraph l4c, AFR 200-2, and to properly place
the sighting subnitted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation under an |
appropriate category, it i3 the opinion of this Center that more detailed
information should be obtained from the observer of the UF0O, through the
nearest 1,6024 AISS unit.

2+ Brief, basic data submitted in the FBI report is insufficient
upon which to attemgpt an analysis or fora some firm conclusion towards
resolving the reported sightling.

3. Elapsed time, apparently tha uravoldable result of necessary
channels between the government agenciles involved, should not preclude
the collection of additional information in exhausting all efforts to
identify the object in question,

L, Inaamch as this case has been brought officlally to the atten-
_tion of the Air Force by an inveatigative agency of the government, and
members of the FBI are generally considered as reliable sources, this
request for investigative action iIs believed warranted.

5. Requeat this matter be referred to as the "SI Case' in -
any conmmmnication or reply regarding this sighting.

1l Incl
n/o fr‘:;‘fi \ g (-i /
DOWNGRADED AT 8 Y&EATR 12" 9"N7ALY:
DECLASSIFILED AFTLR 12 L EALD,

DOD DlP 5.::: u.w

T=56-13575-A |
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SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY

FROM: (Osiginator) DATE-TIME GROUP SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
2513320 JUL 56 CHCLASSIFIED
e INFORMATION
S i e PRIORITY
T0:
COMDR 48024 AICS, ENT AFB [] sook messace [} omcinaL MEssace
COLORADO SPRILGS, COLO CRYPTOPRECAUTION
[ ] MULTIPLE ADDRESS [] ves [ wo
REFERS TO MESSAGE: )
IDENTIFICATION CLASSIFICATION

INFO: ‘

UNCLASSIFIED FRCOM: AFCIN-LIk
Be 3rd irndorsement dtd 20 July S0 regarding Henderson, H.C. sighting from
ATIC re.uesting investigetion. Disregard luvestigation at present pending

resuits of investigation by UCAF scicntist.

CCORDITATION :

ATOLN-LEL DATS
Dr. H.A. iiiley

* SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
PAGE OF PAGES
DRAFTER'S NAME (snd aignalure, when reguired) nmnama“brﬁcsiﬁ 3 —
Il..}l‘; —: . : ::.“-.. --—*:
SYMBOL TELEPHONE , OFFICIAL TITLE
£ Y &

. D FORM 1 3 REPLACES NME FORM 173, 1 MAY 49, O—18--58003-4  ¥. 8. SOVERNNENTY PRINTING SOVICE
1 OCT 49 7 WHICH MAY BE USED.
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Avenue

Alexandria, Virginia
Dzar Miss«-dlNENGN"

Captain Gregory, of the Air Technical
Intelligzence Center at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base, has asked me to talk with you 1f possible
relative to a sighting of an unldentifled object jyou
made on April 16, 1950. This matter came to our
attention through a letter from the office of J. Edgar
Hoover dlrected to the Alr Force. I have long been a
technical consultant o the Alr Fores on subject
matters and 1t so happens that I shall be in Washington
from July 21 to July 24.

I shall attempt to phone you sometime over
the weekend but 1f I fail to make connection, I wonder
“whether you would be klnd enough Lo leave a message
for me in care of lMr. T*NNSusss YEERWS. Avcnue.
I regret that I do not have his phone number at hand
but 1t is listed in the phone book.

I would like very nucnh to hava nmore detalls
on your sighting and, of course, to attempt an identi-
fication. We like to keep our unknowns at as low a
level as possible.

Sincerely yours,

J. Allen Hynek
Astronomer
Smithsonlian Astroohysical

JAH:nd _.
ce: Captain Gregory J

Qbservatory




MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD + 21 Sept 56

SUBJECT: WHMMNE Case, Henderson, Ne Ce ~ Personal Inverview by
Dre Je Ae Hyneke

le. Reference letter from Dr.Hynek addressed to Miss Sl
FBI employee, regarding a proposal for an interview on the sighting ob=
served by her on 16 April 1956, Letter in case file. -

2 The following are the results of conferences held between Dr. Hynek
and the undersigned on 13 September 1956 at Cambridge, Massachusetts:

a, Miss BN, wvho is now married to her then fiance (and co-
observer of the sighting) was interviewed together with her husband, Mr.=il}
. Mr. MessdR is believed to be a member of the CIA. As such, this
would place both Mr. and Mrs./ ™ n a "reliable category".

be The object which passed over their car at dawn was observed
for only a fleeting instant. It rushed from the front of their car and
Mrs. PR turned around to observe 1t flashing by from the rear window,
Under questioning they agreed it resembled a "large top® in ocutline.

ce Both insisted that it was not a newspaper or large bird, such
as owl, goose, etc, that suddenly flew over their car while speeding through
the darkness.

* 3¢ Dr. Hynek and the undersigned approachad the following possible ex~
planation of the sighting from the only slim clue: "It looked like a large
top In outline":

a, It was March and children do considerable kite flying at this
time of year and in this localitye.

b. Kites are usually snagged in telephone wires or trees through-
out the United States, and the general size and shape of a kite does re-
semble a large top in outline.

¢e A kite hanging from its string, and a few feet above the high-
way, would seem to suddenly pass over the car with "startling speed" and
disappear from the rear window. y

o Mr, and Mrs. NP, being members of intelligence agencies, told a
sincere and straight forward story and espressed concern that there be no
publicity, inasmuch as it could reflect on their professions,

H5¢ Although the above explanation is very limited and the best that
could be given under the circumstances, the sighting will be placed under an
"insufficient iInfo®" category until such time more information is obtained.

1l Incl: G-n.{) i 4 GRE.GO
Rough sketch of sighting Captain. USAF




