PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

l. DAYTE 2. LOCATION |12. CONCLUSIONS
ver DO Wos Boalloon
16 April 1956 Fairfield, Utah O Probably Bolloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon
Lﬂ:ﬂl et SRS e AT Lo n Grﬁl-ll'l d'vl I“ﬂ' n Gfﬂ“ﬂd' Rﬂdﬂ' g g::h:‘bi;;riri'r:ru”
GHT_EQE&Z_ | X¥WcAir Visval O Air-intercept Radar D Possibly Aircroft
3. PHOTOS é. SOURCE Was Astronomicel YENUS
O Yes _ O Probably Astronomicol
P Xo 'Mi 111.'.31"}] AF Pilot D Possibly Astronomicol
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE Rprher s :
= J::mﬂ.m Data for Evaluation
. nown
_approx 25 minutes __one erratic . x
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS

One object, no discernible outline or Copy of prelimingry rpt attached,
features, about the size of a base- Due to the duraton of the sight-
ball held at arm's length, Changed co¥ing, the position of the UFOB as
lors fm blue to white periodically. compared w/the poait}on of *Venus
First appeared to be, & identified as|at the time of the sighting, the
a blinking light, The object appeared colors of the abj & the circum-_
to be at 40,000 feet on an azimuth of|Stances of the sighting; the obj
*290 dgrs. Obj appeared to have an in question was probably the
erratic course in the West, planet Venus,

*ATIC Comment: Star Almanac & EphemeErs plot indicate Venus almost pre

cisely in position rptd, Files indicgte fixed bright celestial body
when viewed at high altitude, throug
or dance erratically. Generally due

' ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 8EP 52) &/C ON 11S aXes,

a/c windshield, agpaars to move

o slight "yawing" movement of
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SUBJECTs Unidentifisd Flying Object Sighting

TO2 Commander
Aly Defense Command
Ent Air Force Base
Colorado Springs, Colorado

The inolosed report of an unidentified flying object is
herewith farwarded in accordance with the provisionsa of Air Force

Regulation 200=2¢

1 Incl FILLT AN J, HALL
Statemsnt (Glpt Petit) Lt Coloael, USAF
Coxmander
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STATEMNENT
17 April 1956

I, Thomas P. Petid, Captain, UCAFR, AD=770390, do hereby make the
fo llmd.ng statement of the sighting of an u:!.ﬁ-nt:l.tind lying objects I
have a rated {lying of ficer since March 17L4 and have approximately
1300 total flying hourss 20 are in Jet aireraft, I am presently assizned
Fighter Bomber Squadron (Raserve) as Hill Adr :dDrce Base in

mxupmn;anmw 1950 MST while on an IFR, 1,000

on $ £1izht fxom Kirtland Adr 7orce Sase to Hill Alr Foree
Base at 37,000 feat, I sighted an umidentifiad flying objects Hy position
ab the first sighting was inbound to Fairfield, Utah on a heading of 290
degrees direet froa Kirtland AFB, I had the objech in oignt for approme
ivately 25 mimites, The odject was idemtifiad aa Deing unknown after
turming off the coclkpit lights and eliminating the possibility of interior
lighting being reflected from the canopy, moving my head around the cockpit
and checking my gun sight gwiteh in the OFF position, In addition, the
objeet inereased in size and a change of color became more distinet as I
drew closerj and the peresption of the odbjacht!s distinot movemenis Lecam
apparent, The color changed from very white %0 very blue rapidly but nob
in any standard seqenos, The objlect was ordginally closely coserved for
the possibility of it being arother aircraft, Alter diszcerning thai the
object was nob traveling either rizht or left and being in the 12 o'clock
position to my line of flight, 1% was obmerved more closaly for the
nossibility of a collision covrse, Wrils inbound to Fairfield, tbe object
continued to pgrow in =ize and the sharpness of the color change increased,
Tha flight pattern of the object was very rapid - harizontal and vertical
within a small area with no set pattern, It did not rove from the same
pensral area of the =icy, After arriving over Fairfiald, Utah, I

the =xighting o Seld Lake ARTC and did mtpursm tha object an:r:mrﬂur,
ginos [ wms on an IFR clearancs,

REPORT FOREMAT AFR 200~2

1, Sines it was night flight, no discernibles outline of the objest
could be established, The iz wuld be estimated o be about the size of
a baseball, The color charped from btrilliant blne to a brilliam white
periodically. There was ¢nly oms object. Tharc were no discerniblae
foaturea, exhansd trails or othey idemtifiabls fsatures emoept the changing
1izh%s and *he sirangs »Ovmentis,

2¢ Tha object was first poted as being a bLlinking lizht and identdifiad
coroneously as being another alrcerafte The elavation would be cstinmated to
b2 approximately 1),000 fset on a haading of 290 dagrees from Fairfield, Ulah
end spproximately over Wemdbver, Utah, The flizht pattern was from left o




rizat, horismially then vertically with no rsgular pattern, The speed
vould be sstimated to be very rapid and certainly one which no alrcrafd
to my lmowledge could accomolish, The object dld w4 disagpear until I
penetrated the overcast into Salt Laks City Radlo, The objecd was in oy

sight for approximtely 25 mimtes,

3, The mamer of observation wes air to air, I was flying T=33A,

Serial Nr 53-5097 at 37,000 feet on a heading of 290 degrees at an indicated
air speed of 230 X, Eoms station ig Hi1ll AFB,

L. The sighting occurred on 16 April 1956 betwesn the hours of 1950
to 2015 MST. The 1lizht conditions weres excellsnt for night, I was 1,000
foat on top and the stars and partial moon were yery brilliant, It was
however night and distances are very hard to accurately establish,

5. The observer was inbound to Fairfisld, Utah from Xirtland AFB on
a heading of 290 degrees and the object waas first sighted 20 mimstes oud
of Fairfield (approximtely 120 nautical miles) and was lepb in sight until
crossing Fadrfield and turning to a heading of 343 degrees inbound to Salt -
Lake City and the penetratlon siarted,

6, Thomas P, Patit, Captain, USAFReas, 31.3th Fighter Bomber Sguadron
(Reserve), Operations Ofilcer; Pilot, 12 years = 235 jet hours,

To Weatlwr repvorted by Yendover Air Force Base on a telstype 2ab 1930
Hours, s 7,000 broken, 20,000 broken, 20 miles visibilidty, Winds XNorth
Northeash at 10 X; Ralin showers, uknown intensity to the West Southwest,
2030 fHours MBTs 7,000 Ixvoken, 20,000 broken, visibkility 15 X, very light
rain showers, Rain showers began at 2020 Houra, wind, West Northwest at
11 X, Winds 6,000 fset, 20 degrees, 10K, Winds 10,000 feed, 350 degroes
at & ¥, Winds 16,000 foat, 200 degrees at 15 X, Winds 20,000 faest, 260

degrees at 15 X, Winds 30,000 feet, 260 degrees abd 25 B, Winds 45,000 faed,.

270 degrees at 30 K,

Chserver!s aocount of weather conditionss. viubmw mliad ted)

inzolved, Salt Laks weather bDioken, Pllot wemd VFR 23 spproximately
2,000 feet after penetration,
8. Hone Xnown.
9¢ HNome
10, Unknowns but object cotuld not have been another adrerafs,
11, Unknown,

12 TUnknowne
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JiJth Fighier Somoer Squacron




