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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12, CONCLUSIONS
Virgirﬂ.a O Wos Balleon
1L May 1956 5 Air-Visual over So, Carolina and [O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP | & TYPE OF OBSERVATION B Pagyisly Batyson
: O Was Aircrabt
O Ground-Visval O Ground-Radar O Probably Aircraft
lhmm May 1956 X AirVisual D Air-Intercept Rodor | D Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS o — | 8. SOURCE “5 i 8 ' Was Astionsmizal
D Yes O Probably A:frﬂﬂﬁmi:ull
) v No vy AR T;{U:IDHBIRDS . 0O Possibly Astronomica
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation |
. . a 5 |Q Unknown :
Thirtv-five Minutes Cre (1) Stationary
1. COMMENTS

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

wnite in color,
background of the sky,

above the 30,000 foot level,
not disappear.

AISOP Form 5 (15 Oer 54)

Cne (1) cylindrical object, the size of a
nencil eraser held at arms length, silvery-
The edges of the otject
aopeared clear and white as comrared to the
The object appeared

on an azimuth of 75 degrees and 25 degrees

The object did

|

A call by Sgt DeRudder to Ceneral Rogers
Commander, 3600th Combat Crew Training
Wing at Tuke AFB, revealed that the
THMDERBIRDS will be at Luke on 21 lay
56, at which time they will call this
hezdguarters, Evaluation of this Eightipg
will follow after investigation,
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Statement of 1/Lt Robert D, Anderson
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STALTLEMENT

I was flying from Zglin AFB, direct to EBolling AFB und at
30,000 ft and object was called out by Ly Poguu. (We had a flight of
Pive (5) F=04F's). Within 10 mimutes all of us picked out the
cbject, (It was sighted about 30 nauticul miles SW of Winston
Salem) (approximetedy 9:10 CDST) It had no apparent movement and we
gew it until we let-down at Washington,

/s/ RCBERI' D ANDERSON
1st Lt JsaAF

STADEMENT
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IZD W 'HU'ERI’..I'.Z
2nd Lt JSA¥
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\qenci=s, wicept by permission of the Directer of Intellijence, USAF.

AF 1octse 1122 | when mavsctmem, | o o _ (SECURITY INFORMATION when fiied in)
; . 5. SOVIRARINT PRINTING OPFICE 10—88470-1




e e ;..,.’._ -»-mh-r-m-n -"'!‘-455#'-
t b e L J AT "1- it V-

L] ] - __r ' i, 3 i 5
H I i |.-|-|" 8 5 5 = bt » L o L - 18 - i v e b ey 4 J . | - =

.". wdld

(SECURITY INFORMATIION when fhiled in)

SUPPLEMEHT TO AF FORM 112

e R — o T U

T I e SR e ————

CRIGINATING AGENCY REPORT MO,

F1t 1-D 45802D AISS 1D-7FCE~1, PART TWO

PAGE OF / PAGES

Incl #2, PART TWO, Rapt 1D-UFCB-l
SUJACE's Mamory S:wt.ch of Cbject

- 5 — . — r— . E m———
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F1t 1-D, 4602D ~I3S

I, 30U3C3: William R Pogue, l1st Lt, JSAF

$ 20

>3

AG
DITIZ3: Fi:hter Pilot
SDJCulION: Collegs Graduate (B3 Math)

STalION: 3600th Air Jemonstration
£lt, Luka AFB, Arizona

II, RILILBILITY: SCURCE was a young man of average
build, He was guiet and very serious, iHe seemed to be of abovs
avaraze intelligence., He took & great deel of tlme to answer the
quastions put to hixm by the investigalor and he was expliclt in his
answers, The information wsceived from the SOTRCE is considersd

reliable in the opinion of the investigutor.
ITI, SOURCE's Description of the Cbject:

1
‘ 1. SOJRCE was plloting and F-34F at an
altitude of 30,000 ft, flying over cpea country, clear sky, wind
dirsction: 35W 30-50 kts, temperature: cold, OCbjsct observed
thru sunglasses and windshield of acr=ft for a period of 30 minutes,

2. Object apnearad to be a sclid und appeared
on SOURCZ!'s right, Object was brignter tnan the backgpound of sky
and similar in brilliance to a sunglint, S0J2CE was lookxing in
a northeast diraction when object appeared and wnen SCURCE last

observed ﬂbj act.

"3, Bearings from true North when first
observed 50 deg and 30 deg from horizon., Object bearing same
when last observed.
L, This was the first time SQURCZ had ever
observed an objact such as this and estimated the size to be that

of a pin head held at arms langth, Very shurply outlined. eal
size or distance of object could not be determined, JSOUACE states
that object appearad to be matallic or highly reflective substaace
spherical ia shape, Comparable to a large balloon with metalllc

finish,

5. SOJHRCE states that he taninks the object

wa3 a4 neavenly body reflecting light, Cause: & balloen could have
teen stabllized in position for a period of time and would have
had to be at a gresat distance and altitude to maintalin its relative

scabla pesition,

2 ;L'ncla F, 3 :

l. Statsment bj-SGJRCE
2. SCURCZ's Memory Sketch
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Inel #1, PART THREE, Rept 1D=lFCB=l
Statement by Lt Wwilliaam R Pogue

-
J

Dnring a4 cross-—country flight from Zglin AFE to Zolling
AfZ, 1 sighted an object at about 2:00 o'cleck pasitiun. We had been
alrborne aporoximutely 40 mimites aad were croialsing at 35,000 ft,
1a3 500, Aafter first sighting the obje=ct, I mide surs it was not a
refractive glint from the canopy and then called it out to leader,
I had some difficulty in properly describing its position so the
lauder could see but in a few minutes the r:st of chs fligit was
able to spot 1t also, It was relatively very small, held a constant
position, was circular or spherical and fully brilliant over its
surfacs, although the suns rays could not have fully covered the
surface of the obdect which wa were observing, I'his ded me to
belisve it was (1) At extreme distance so that any 1illuminated
source as small as it was would appear round and (2) A transparent
object i.,e. Balloon, which would appear fully lighted.

/s/ William R Pogue
lst Lt T3AF

STATEMENT

'RJE COPY:

T |

IZD W WOERTHNER—
<nd Lt USaF

il -

4 WARNING: This documen: containa information affecting the national defense of the United States within the meaningd of the
canionade Laws, Title 18, U. S. C., Sections 793 and 794, [ts tranamission or the revelation of its contents in any manner {0 an
urautnorized person 1y prohibited by law. [t may not be reproduced in whole or in part, by other than United Statea Air Force
Adencien, except by permisvion of the Direcror of Intellijence. USAF.
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Flt 1-D 4602D AISS ' 1D=UFOB=1 e / e

e e

COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

None

COMMENTS of Approving Officers:

le It is the opimion of this headquarters that this sighting was caused
by the nlmt Vanu i‘nr the follmdng reasons:

e ——

as At the 'I:ima of the gighting the planet Vemus, which was visible
during daylight hours in msr 1956, was at approximately the same position as
the nbjoct. : : -

| h. The nb,jac't was described by all observers as being like a tright
star. One observer stated that he felt the sighting was caused by a "heavenly

body ruflect:l.ng light"e> -

% ce Although the observers! aircraft traveled Imany miles during the
sighting the object remained statiomary, indicating that the object was at a
great dj.sba.me from the obaervara. -

d. ﬁﬂ.nds-aloft ‘at the time of the sighting coupled with the d:!.nt.ame
traveled by the obserrers' aircraft would preclude the possibility of a balloon.

L o ey il = ey = .

e ——

BN ey

€. In a telephom conversation with this hea.dquarteru Major J. Broughton,
Flizht Leader of the Thunderbtirds and an observer of the object in question, stated
that from past experience this sighting was not caused by a balloon but felt that
it could have been caused by a bright star or planet,

£ THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGEACT,. %W U S. C —
31 AND 2. AS AMENDED.  ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROMIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NQOT 3E REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY OTHER mm UNITED STATES AIR Funr:E AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE. USAF,
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; 1, May 1956 . |

ARES BY (v Ticer) : \ “MRCE e A

TED W WUERTHNER 2/Lt USaP ~ Cupt Billy J Ellis

CENCES (Comirod s T, Gireclife, Dresious fepart, f¢., u;-:p_:_--.;..;..'-

R "

- - - —— i — - - — = —— S ——— e —

IMARY: (EWder contmiic snmmary of report, Gice ssmiscance in ningd ona-aendence payagreph.  Lidd inddosursg ol lower ldl. Begm lext of report on A F porwa (28—t ],

' o ——
a L] -
L]

_ 3 s

PART ONE: Description of Sighting by CGapt Billy J Zllis,
3600th Air Demonstrafion Sqdn, Luks AZXE, Arisz,

PART TWO: Description of Sighting by 1/Lt Robert D
Anderson, 3600th Air Demenstration Sqdn,

Lu.kﬁ A.FB, iriﬁ-

PART THREE:Descrivtion of Sighting by 1/Lt William R
Pogue, 3600th Air Demonstration Sqdn, Luks

AFB, Ariz,

One (1) unidsntified flying object signted
near Gastonia, North Carolina at 14/1410Z
MaY 1956, ( 0910 CDST, 14 May 56). The
{nformation was obtained from three (3)
members of the fivs (5) members of this
Air Demonstration Flight, The other two
(2) members wers unable to attend the
meeting of the investigator and other
members, A full report was given to
Major George Taylor, D/I, Bolling AFS,
Washingten, DC,

IIT, INVESTIGATOR
SSgt Albert S Rosenberger AF 133535860

Tedb i luston

/'3 -~ TZD W WUERIHNER e
A OB 1 2nd Lt USAF
/ v (Sed 1vidualt Raports)- 0IC, Flt 1-D

Fg o )

i

{J —

o

-

CerRIBUTICN 3T SPICINATOR
D/I, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 3L4th ADiv; OIC, Flight 1-D, L&02d AISS;
1l ¢y, Comdr 4602D AISS

0T2: THIS SOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATICNAL DEFENSE CF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING CF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. S0 U S & ~
3] AND 2, 35 AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERZON IS PRCHIBITED 8y L&
\T MAY NOT 32 REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. 8Y OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT 8Y PEAMISSION OF THE DIRECTOS
INTELLUGEMNCE, USAF.
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Demonstration Acrobatic Pilot witn
JSAF Thunderbirds

ICATION: College Graduste, Gruduate of
Pilot Training

QUALIFICATIONS: Pilot
STATION: 3000ta Air Demo Flt, Luks ASB, Ariz

II. Reliability: SOURCE was a young man with a nonchalant manner,
He seemed to be in a hurry te get ths intarview over and this may be
attributed to the fact he had already filed one report., Howevaer, he
seened to be a person of above averags intelligencs. Hs guave thought to
each question before answering and was sure of his answers,

III. SOURCE's Description of Object:

1, SOURCE was piloting an F-34F type aircruft from
Eglin AFB, Fl.,, enrouta to Bolling AFB, Washinton, DC, SOJRCE's
attention was dirscted to object by other memb:rs of flizht and
observed the object for apnroximetely thirty (30) mimites.

2. It was a bright day and the light was wery
brilliant and the sun was located to the pillots right. SOURCE was
flying over open country in a mortheast dirsction, SOURCE was looking

. in a northeast direction when he first saw and last saw the object.

3. SOURCE conld hear no sournd from the object and ths
color was bright and silbery, =Zdgas of the object looked like a
bright star, SCOURCE did not obsarve the object mcke any =oparent
Mtioni -

4. SOURCE could not estimate the real size of the
object but compared it with & star as a common object., Zstimeted the
‘ize to be that of a pea held at arms lengtn.

5. This was the first time SOURCE had aver seen an
object such as this, SOURCE could not determine the spped or distapce
of the object. SCURCE observed object thru sunglusses and the
windshiasld of the aircrart.

o, OSOURCE was flying at 30,000 ft when obj2ct was firsv
ghted, Object disappeared wnen SCURCZ d-"'scandad thru cloud cover
fﬂI" lending at Bol im AFB,

7. SOURCE stated that the object conld possibly have |

;= ey n2ar star, very luminous and appeared as a star; or !
it was causud by phencmPna of atmosphere which enabled him To see l
objact clearly or a star out of its orbit. |

;12 1I::".&"I.i:* 1, Statement b_,' SOTRCE., 2. SOURCIS Memory Sketch
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I was in a flight of five 5 (5) #-84F's enrouta to Eolling AFB
from Zzlin AFB, PFlizht was conducted VFR at 30,000 % about 30
neutical miles SSW of Winston Salem when the obj2ct was rirsi
sighted. I did not see it until past Winston Salem bscause I was
on a diffarsnt radio channel meking a position report, I saw tais
object, which, was wery bright, and silvery acd lost sight of ik
during the dascent to Bolling AFB, Renorted sighting to Base Uperations
Qf'ficer, Major Georgs Taylor at Boliling AFB.

/s/ Billy J Elii
Capt U.‘:\AF

TRUE COPY:

Tl

TED W WUERTHNER
2/Lt USAF
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I. SUURCE: Bobert Dale Anderson, 1/Lt USAF
#GE: 26
JU'IES: FFlzhter Pllet with JSAF Thunderbirds.
SDUCATION: 3 yrs colleges and pilot training

STATION: 3000th Alr Demeonstration Flt,
Luke AFB, Ariz

II., RELIABILITY: SOURCE was & young man of averugse
build, He apperaed to be of aversge intelligence, He gave each
question asked by the 1investigator, carsful thought and was surs of
his answers, The investizutor considered the information of the

SOJACE to be resliable,
III. SOURCE's Description of the Objact:

1. SCURCE was pilloting an F-84F at an altitude
of 30,000 ft, clear sky, bright sunlight, weather: dry, temperuture:
-30 deg C, SCURCE's attentlion was directed to objzct by another
memosr of the flight, OUbject wus observed for aporoximately 30

minmutes,

2. SOUACE was flying ovsr open country and
obssrved the object for the first time wnan he looksd in an
Northeast direction, Object last sesn in the same direction. SCOURCE
wad wearing sunglasses and observed object thry the windshisld of
his aircraft., No appurent motion observed. Objact apoeared

briznoter than background of sky and was vary sharply outlinad.

3. This was the first. time SCJRCE had ever sesen

an object lika this and ostimated tne size to be such as a dime
held 2t arms length, No apparent speed to the objesct and the
distance from SQURCE to object could not be estimauted, QCbjzct

appeared to be silvery white in color,

L., SOURCE lost sight-of object as the 1light
lst-down from 30,000 ft thru cloud cover in prepzration for
landing at Bolling AFB,

5. SCURCE statss that the sbjsct could be
comparesd to a pexrl approximately 12 feet in dlameter suspeanded in
the aky, Could have been a star, visible due to the existing

lizht cauiit.inns :

2 IﬁC.LSI .
i, Statement by .::OU.*?.C.':.

Z. SUOUICES Memory ' Jketcn
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