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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSION$ 

0 Vlos Balloon 
22 May 1956 50 miles NW of Monroe, La. o Probably Balloon 

-:3:-. -:0~/1.:-:T:-:E:-:• T::I-:-:M'":':E~G:-::R:-:0::-:U:-=P-------+4:-. ~T:::Y~P::-:E:=:-O.::_F ::.O.::B_S...:E R~V.:..:.A-:-T_:I O::..::N:._.:...:.:~=-=....:...:~=::...::_-I 0 p 0 ss 1 bl Y Balloon 

Local------------ 0 Ground-Vi aual 0 Ground·Radar 0 Was Ai rcroft 
0 Probably Alrcroft 

h-~G~M~T~;=:e2~3~/:::0~5~1~5~Z~====--+-r-.XX~~A~i~r-:.V~i 1~u~ai~ ___ _:O~A~i '":!l~nt~e~rc~e~pt~R~a~d~o~r 0 Po ssi bl y Ai rcroft 
S. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE o Wos Astronomical 

0 Yes 0 Probably Astronomical 
Xl' No AF pi lot & observer o Possibly Astro"omicol 

0 Other -~ P 
1 

:i * I Ifill 1. LENGTH Oil OISI!AVATION 8. NUMBER OP OBJECTS 9. COURSE • 
I ,... / •. '1-J 
~ I 

t=are!if' UJ fA;u• lJins- one 
10. BRIEP SUMMARY Ofl SIGHTING (Following fm phone 
call to obsrvr r~ther than fm TT msg 
which was in error.) One cross-shaped 
obj larger than C-47 a/c, brilliantly 
lighted. Pilot after seeing obj tried 
to int e rcept it w/negative results 
but did pass within 200 yds of it. 
Aft e r this, the obj eat maneuvered th 
T-33. Pilot also stated that light 
was blinding, and that the object 
was the size of his palm at arms 
l e ng th. 
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0 Insufficient Doto for Evaluation 
Unknown 

NE 
11. COMMENTS 

Conversation w/ pl lot revealed 
ha had flown approx 100 missions 
in Korea & is ex,erienced in 
interceptions. He stated that he 
had experienced many types of 
unknown objs but that this type 
obj was a new phenomena. Pre viou l y 
he had been able to later identi ·y 
his sightings. I r1vestigation of 
this sighting ass igned to Flt 
2-D at 23 / 1500Z :1ay 56. Results 
to be recorded on this card upon 
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Incl. I 1. Source's sket ch moveMent of object. 

• 

• ·'-
I • 

• 
I • . 

• ' • • 

• 

• 

----------

• 

• 

• • 

' • . 
• 

.. 
' 

• 

• 

' 
. 

I 
. . 

• 

• • 

Path of A/C. 
Path or object. 
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Pt . 1. 
Pt . 2. 

lpprox. location o! Shre-veport, La. 
A/C at 18,000 teet, 050 degrees, t1rst noticed bright ob ject at 
1 o'clock. 

• 

Pt . 3. 
Pt . 4 .. 
Pt . 5. 
Pt . 6. 
Pt o 7. 
P~ . a. 
?t . 9 . 
Pt . lO • 
?t .ll . 

A/C at 18.000 teet, 050 degrees . 
Position of object at beginning of its pat h . 
A/C above object. 
A/C l eve l with obj ect. 
A/C bel av obj ect. 
End of ob j ect's pat h. 
Approx. location of Gr eenvi.ll e AFB, Miss. 
Approx. location o! Vicksburgh, Miss. 
Approx. l ocati on of Monroe • La. 
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,,;; . fi-l S COCU~ENT CONTAINS tNFOR.'<lATION o\FFECTING T~E N-'TION~L DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STnE5 WITHIN THE ~.1EA~IING CF THE ES?IONAGE ACT. 5V U. S. C.-

.1 A'ID 3Z. AS A~ENCED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVrUTION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO ,\N UNAUTHORI ZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
lT '.lAY NOT BE RE.">ROOUCED IJII WHO~ OR I N PART. BY OTliER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FOqCE AGENCIES, EXCt?T BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
I '1- c.'U.IGE~E. L SAF. : 
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Incl 12. Top .view or o:>jeet, looking dawn. (Source's sketch) 
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Legend: 
• J!'f '- · 

Pt. 1. 

Pt. 2. 
Pt. J. 
Pt. 4 . 
Pt.· s. 
Pt. 6. 
Pt. 7. 
Pt. a. 
Pt. 9-
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-
Extension on both sides of object not over six feet f'1 oa 
blillc ot object. 
Rear ot objeet. 
?lo visible structure f rom the rear of object • 
One stead:r red running light, of normal A/C ~tensity. 
Nora than ~ne white light 2 to J. feet from bulk ot object. 
~. ot o~ject., . 
Bright lig:t, white-solid of very high in£ens1ty. 
3ul.k ot obj eot e" s haped . 
Hore 'than one white li&ht 2 to J £eet f'rom bulk of object. 
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·, ~ ·: . ( '!!5 CCCU 't1E."; ;- ':C '4 ;-..\I~S INFORMATION ..\FFECTING THE NATION.aL. DEFENSE OF n •t U'41Tt0 STATES WITH IN THE ~.tEt\N ING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U. S. C.
J' -\'•D 32. AS A.loH ,.., OED. ITS TRANSM I55 :0N OR THE RE'~r.c-. OF ITS CON'7L~T5 IN ANY .. olNNER TO A~ UNAUTHORIZ£0 PE"SON IS PROHIBITC:O BY UW. 
17 ·~ A.Y ~OT BE P.E?PODIXEO IN WHCLE OR IN PART, SY OTHEr! THAN UfUTi.:O STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT 8Y PERMISSION OF THE OIRECTOROF 
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.~ ) • Bo ':.tom view of object looking up. ( Source's sketch) 
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Sketch f -J. 
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Pt. 1 • .;...\Lights on sides appeared to be reflected light £rom top. 
Pt. 2. :· Fl-ont of object. 
Pt. J. · Light-s on sides appeared to be reflected light from top. 
Pt. 4. Ri.bs. 
Pt. s. Rear of object. 
Pt. 6. Bulk of. object was egg shaped • 
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Sketch I 2. Oblique view ot object from be ow. 
Pt . 1. Bottom view of object, loold.ng up. 
Pt. 2. Top of' ribs extend 2 to 4 f'eet from underside • 
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·,: i<: r H!S COCU!'tiE~H CONTAINS IN FOR MATIOS .\FF"'d:TING TH£. Ntl TION.\L DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STAT£$ WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, SO U. S. C.
J l /-NO 32. AS AME~oO[D. ITS TRANSM ISSION OR THE REVELATION OF' ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED ?ERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
r:- :AAY NOT 3E P.EPROOUCEO IN WHOLE OR tN PART, BY OTHE~ THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGE~C:ES, EXCEPT BY PER~ lSSION OF THE DI RECTOR OF 
I tTt:LLIGENC~ USAF. ' 
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• 

• 

t.dJre s s : 3ox 6 1 , Greenvilla A..'~'B, His.s. 

Age: 26 

Oecupation: orr1cer, US~~; Accident Investigation Officer, 
?lying Safety; Pilot 

Education: '!\ro years Colle~e, 3usiness Administration• Squadron 
orricers 1 school; Pilot traL~L~g; Halioeopter school. 

QualUications: SOURCE has been on active duty for five ·years 
and on flying status f~r five year.,. SOURCE 
served in Korea June 1952 - · Oct 1953, and has 
a total of 100 com tat missions in F -84 a.ir
craf't and 20 combat missions in F-86 aircraft. 

:;:r. .:=.:::LL\3ILIT!: 3·'JUrtCE appeared to be intelligent and was very cooperative. 
?.e answered all questions as cor.tpletely as possible to.-ith no attempt to procr~s
ti!'late. SJORCZ indicated hl.s obsertation of o'bj'lct was not as complete as that 
of 30U?.C~, Part One; there:'ore tbe su':::lsequent lack of detail. In consideration 
of 3JU:.C~'s military background and combat experience information may be considered 
r'3lia :U.e. 

• 

ili. J:fJP.CE's D~SC?.I?TIOU 0:" SIG31'!.:\G: S.1tBCZ stated that on 22 I1ay at approx
b:ately 2)05 CST while flyi..?tg as pilot in the rear seat of a r-JJ aircraft he noted 
a bri~ht l:i.ght on the hor:i.zon :noving in a westerly direction. sour-:c~ ·.Jas flying 
on a headi~ of 055° at 19,000 :teet ar.d an indicated speed of 240 knots. Object 
·~s observed for approxi:nat.ely 15 :ninutes. l~ny staF3 ·.rere visible during the 
si~!:ting ar.d the moon appeared to be ful 1 • Object was brighter than the backgromxi 
o f t.":e .sk:f and resemblad aut0110bi.le headli5hts one-hal!' block al.;ay. Object appear~ 
t.:> s;t.and st1) 1 tw~ce during the si~hting and WO'\;.ld also stic!denly speed up and rush 
aw-ay. Obj~t did not 'braak up in"t.o parts or explode. It did not gi-ve off smoke 
or e~~aust trails. Object did not change ~htness or shape, and did not flicker. 
~ul.sate or throb. Object did not move in front of or 'oehind anything. Object iola3 

::ib3er-red "-lith the naked eye throu-?~ t he aircraft canopy. No sound was noted .!'rom 
:.r.e object. SvtlRC~ ae$ennea ~bject a.! having an extremely r,t~hite intensa li5ht 
;;hic:h seer.'led to CIX'!e from an area tr..at ~ht have the cockpit of the object. The 
l i ; l:t -..:a3 of such intensit7 as to gi·;e t he appearance of being a solid gl ars. 
J ·::ject ·..;a3 sharply <:>utlined and only one .. such o bject was noted in the sky. SOt!RC3 
esti:12ated real si~e of' o'bj9Ct v:1s 100 to 150 faet in its longest dimension. 'Nnen 
~i.rrt n:>ted object appeared larger t'han the head of a pin held at ar.n'" length and 
f r':)" a~p:-:>ximately 200 yu-d.s it appeared the s i.ze of a hall dollar at arm •.s lerl6th. 
:;:,j ~et ·-ra3 sti11 visicle wr.en a decision ·..;a3 ::\ade to leave the area. No attampt 
·..-~.s ~ade t o c~ntact. t~e object or an~, air ·aa34!!t by radio during si~ht.L~g. It :.ra3 

"":ot ;:o8si""Jle to make r:ida.- e-:>ntaet sinee t~e 3ircraft NaS not equipped for t hat 
-: ·.7 e ;:,f o :Jention. 3.:'l:tCZ stated t!la t 1.r he ·.o~ere to construct tl;e object of know'"Tl 
-.ateri3l3 it -..,~nld be ~ada o~ a :netAllic su~tance and of ci.rcular shape. Object 
:: -:>n 1 d ":>e c '='nstn:.eted with a gr9e!'lhou.se shaped dome on top and with·~a very larg9 
,.,ir.dO'<o' ::.....: t::a front ?f th!t dor.e. Li~ht.s reflecting undernea.th the oojec't. gave it 
:.:-: ~ .a;pea:-:u:ce of hav~~ ...,L~s. s::>URCS was .:'lyi.""l~ over open countlj· during tirle · 
of si..;~~!...'"'ls ~nd was lo·:>ki n~ :L, a jirection 090 to 1200 ·~hen he .first s::t~ object. 

• 

• 

'lC "t: "7rliS OOCUM(.If r Cf'HTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING rriE NATIONAL O€.F'tNS£ OF ~E UHITtD SHTES WITHIN THE MEAN IHG OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, SOU S C.
}l AND 3Z. AS -'"'E/110£0. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVEl..AT IOff Of ITS C.OfCTh'4TS IH ANY MAHNEA TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBI TED BY LAW. 
IT ~AY NOT .~f. REPROOUCtD ,,. WHOLE OA IH PART, BY 0Tl1ER THAH UI'I ITED S'UTES AIR FORCf AGO.CIES. EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
1:-tTUUG£.\wCE.. IJSAF . 
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(Cont 'd) 

He ~as l ooking towards approxi~tely )ooo ~~hen ha last sa~ t~e object. O~ject on 
fir3t sighting appea~ed to be 0750 from true north and a little above the horizon. 
30URCZ could not indicate the angular directions of t he object ~.;hen t:e last. sa',; 
it.. At time of si~hting t..'lere was a light wind from 210° at 19, 000 feet, the 
teaperature was ~farm, ~nd thers were hL~h, thin, scatt&-ed cloud3. 'fll13 ·o~a3 t he 
first t~e 30URCE had noted this type of object and in his opinion it ~as s~e 
type of unorthodox ~ircrart. Object was probably moving faster than JOO knots. 
Closest approach to object 'W!iS approx\mately 200 yards. SOl.iitCE ~-ras particularly 
impressed by the apparent maneuvera bllity of object. sm.;acg una 'ole to make a 
sketch or provide more extensive estimates o~ the size of object. 
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..,;:; 7ntS DOCU~EN T CONT ,. INS I HF"OR .... ATION 4FFECTIHG rHE NATION"L O£FE.~St OFT'"'£ IJNITEO STATES Wt n-411'1 THE t.tEASING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U S C.-
31 .lNO :!2. AS A~EN0£0 ITS TRANSMISSION OR Tl!E AE\El.ATION OF ITS CONT!MT3 IN ANY MANI'I£:R TO AN UNAUT1'40~1Z£0 PERSON IS PROHIBITED 8'1' LAW. 
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?art Three 
4602d AI.3S 

5U?Pl 0r...:.}lT ARY TI~VE31'IGATIVS g;_;'FQ~T3: 

1. A check -..ras made ;rtth the following Air Foree Sases for aircraft in the 
a ir at. the ti.:ne of sightL'I"l.g, and reports of unusual occurences -..r1th negative 
results: 

a. Sark3dale .\..'!4''3, Loui.si.ana 
b. Greenville AFB, Miss. . 
c. Little Roek National Guard ko"""3, Little Rock, Ark. 

• 

• d. ~land A.~B, I.oui~iana 
e. Texarkana AFB, Ark. · 

• • 

2. A check was made-with the following CivU Airports for aircraft in the 
air at tiMe of siehting and tor reports or u."lusual occurences With negative result.s: 

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 

Greater Shreveport Municipal. Airport, Louisi...~na · 
Adams Field, Little Rock, Ark. 

• 

City o! !1onroe Municipal Field, Monroe, louisia.na 
Texarkana Civil Air Field, Texarkana, Ark. 

. 
J. Contact was made with the followi.."'lg AC&U Squadrons for airera!'t in the 

air at time or IJ~ht~ am for .reports of unusual oeeurences IIlith negative results; 

• 

• 

a. ?O.)rd AC~i Squadron, Texarkana, Ark. 
b. 65Jrd AC!:aw Squadr:>n, Engla.OO .U"3, lou.isuna 
e. 74St.il AC~w Squadron, Duncax1vn1e :;F Station, Du."'lcanville, Tex. 
d. ?47th AC<d/ Squadron, Ellington A:--:8, Houston, Tex. 
e. ?41st ACJtN Sqlladron, LacklaM AFB, San Antonio, Tex. · 
£. 68.)rd AC&W 3Q.lladron, ~~tel" AF 3tation, Sweetwater, Tex • 
g. 7;6th ACc;.J Squadron, Tinker A.r""'3, Okl.ahoma City. Okla. 

4. The following Fl.i.(bt Service centers were contacted.. for aircraft 1n the 
air at time sighting and for r.,ports ot unu:rual oceurences with negative results: 

-~· 
b!lloons 
results: 

a. Maxwell Flight Service Center, )1ontgomery, Ala. 
b . Car:se.-rell 7light Se~Tiee Center, Fort ~-Torth, Tex. 

The following weather observatori.es were contacted .for reluse 
or for data that mi~ht have a bearing on the s~hting with the 

ot weather 
• 

indicated 

a. The US ·.veather Observatory, Sr.rt!Vttport, I..a. • ,,...~s contacted a:1d in
d icated t!:.;lt on 22 Hay· at 2100 CST one 500 ~ram roadiosonde balloon can-~ a 
.,.,~i te li ;'r.t susoended 80-100 feet below the 'balloon '-'iaS released. Irrliea tions 

• • 
are th~ t i.t was possible for the balloon to ·oe over the Honroe, Louisi.ana area 
at a?proximately 2200 C3T • 

neg~ti7e 

I 

b . T-9~S 

.:·e su.l ts. 
..\d:l•! University Observatory, ~Jan, Texas, was contacted w~th 

• 

d. ~ US Observatory, Ho~ton, T9xa.s, nesative results. 

• 
• 

, : n . IIi IS DOC;•E~ r CONTAII'tS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIOI'fAL CUE!'IS£ OF TliE UNITED STATES WIT>i IH TNE MEANING OF THE ES?ION.\GE ~CT. 50 U. S. C.
~~ ~'40 lZ. ASAMENOEO. ITS TRANSM ISSION OR THE REVElATION OF ITS CONT!NTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS P~OHIBITED BY LAW. 
IT , .. .-y ~T 9E ~EPROOUCED IN WHOL£ OR IH !'ART, S.Y OTHER THAH U~tT£0 STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERli41SSION os:- rHE DIRECTOR OF 
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e. US ·rleather Observatory, Beaumont, Tsxas, negati·-te result3 
• 

f . US /leather Obsez•vatory, 'llaco, Texas reported that on 22 Hay at 2100 
CST one 100 .~ram weather talloon with a white l~ht suspended J - 4 feet below 
t he balloon ~as released. Indi.ea tions an this balloon would not have reached. . 
t he Honr<M, Louisiana area du.r1.ng the period of s~hting • 

• 

~· Weather Sez vice, England AFB, Louisiana, reported that on· 22 May 
at 2000 CST one 100 Gram weather balloon vi.th a white light suspended .5 - 8 feet 
below the 'balloon was released. Indications are that the balloon was located 
south of Monroe,. lou13iana at apprnx1mately 214.5 CST • 

• 

h. US Weather Obsez•vatory, Dallas, Texas, negative results. 

1~ Weather Service, Carswell AF3, Fort Worth, Texas, negative results. 

j . US ~feather O~ez·vatory, Lake Charles. Louisiana, negative results. 

k. US \·leather Observatory, Austin, Texas, negative resu.1 ts. 

1. US ~-leather Observatory, San Antonio, Texas, negative results. 

m. iveather Service at Tinker A-"1013, Okla, indicated a temperature i:Jlver
sion existed in the are~ of s16hting with the following characteris tics: Base 
of inversi:m at the surface with 690S' ani top of the inversion at 2500 teet Mea.n 
Sea Lev~l with 770f. It was al.so indicated that the sur.face dew point was 650:. 
A full mo~n wa3 visible during the period or sighting. The f'ollowing wind con
ditions existed in the area dur"ing time of sighti.ru;: 

4,000 teet 200° 20 knob 
6 , 000 :teet 230° 25 knots 

10 ,000 feet 2200 JO knots • 
16 ,000 feet 2600 10 knot3 • 

20,000 feet 2600 5 knots 
)0,000 feet 280° 25 knots 
.50 . 000 .teet 2800 55 knots 

aeports indi~te no cloud coverage and no thunder storms in the sighting area • 
. 

6 . Followin't GOC Fllt4r Centers were contacted for reports of unusual sight-
ings or occurences with negative results: 

a. 3hrsvsport. Louisiana 
o, Little ?.ock, Ark. 
c . J~ck~on, Miss. 

• 

• 

I
I : . Th e astronomical observatory, Louisiana 3tate Univer~ity, Baton Rouge , 

Louis iana, w~~ e~ntacted for reports of occurence of any unusual astronomical 
~~~no~~~A or mov~ent or solar bodies with negative results. 

I 
I 
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1. In the opinion of the preparing officer the sighting as observed by 
30UP.C~S ganerally conforms to t he cha~cteristics of an optical phenomena hy
pothes:1.3. A temperature inver~ion repor'"~ in the area of the si~hti."lg may have 
~een a c~ntribut~ factor to t he occurenca or this sigh~ing. 

2. '3upplementAry invastiga tive efforts and the descriptions of" 3i.ghting 
provided by 30URCSS ~enerally elL~inates the possibility that this sighting was 
caused by a balloon, a3tronoaic.11l phenomena, or any known type of aircraft • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

COMMEN'rS of Approving Of!icerz 

• 
l .pt.a1n, 

O.tfieer in Char~ • 

• 

l. 'l'his headquarters does not concur with the opinion of the Piepa.ri.ng Officer 
that thi! sighting wu eawsed by an optical phenomenon. Tnasmuch as the object ap
peared to become larger as the SOURCES approached it and then app~d to become 
smaller in size as the SOURCES withdtew ~rom it, the existance of a solid object 
rather tr.an a type ot optical phenomenon 1.s indicat~d • . .---.. .... !"' J1ooil.. ... 1\ 2. It is the opinion ot this headquarters that this sighting was caused by· the 

; radiosonde baJloOD latmehed tl'om the U.S. Weather Cbservatory at S~eport1 La., at 
i 22/2100CST l-!a7 19.56. (See para Sa, page 9). The !'ollaving data is given in su:p:port 
! of the abo1e hypothesis: 
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7 11 • 

·a. 'l~e ilrreatigative unit placed a 500 gram radiosonde balloon in the area 
of the- sighting at .the time of the sighting • 

• 

b. During tbe passage or a jet aircraft near a balloon, t~e air eurrent:s 
generated by the passing aircraft coupled -with the jet e:thaust would create the im
pression of deeepti va and erratic mo1ements on the part of the balloon. Str1 !d ng at 
a noating child's baJl()()n with an open hand would simulate this aetion. 

. 
c. A! the aireraft· passed beneath the object a bright light fushed in the 

obseners' eyes. Note that the light on the radiosonde balloon is mounted on · the en 
of the eu!!)ension train, beneath the balloon. (See attached diagrams). Even a s . .......,.,""4 

light would appear particul.arly bright after one's eyes bad become ad ju.sted to the 
darkness of night night. 

d. The osei 1 1ation of the S'..!spens1on train due to vtnds would cawse the 
light on the end of the suspension train to appear in any position in relation to 
the balloop, other than above it. 

e . At the t"me o! the sighting there was a three-quarter moon L'l the 
s outhe!T. 3ky which would have illUMinated t h e '•hite ba11 oon, c_reating the dome ef~ee 

f. The red light '¥hich was noted b y one SOURCE could have been the -.bite 
running li~ht as seen through the nd parachut$ attaehad to tha susuen:sion train. 
(See a ttaehed diag:x a.~). -

• 
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cor~rrs of Approving Officer (cont'd) 

g. Cne SOURC3 estimated the object to be 10° above t he horizon at 
initial contact and 2SO abov~ horizon at last c ontact, indicating that t he object 
was slowly a8cending. 
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. 
DSSCRI?TION OF 500 GR)}t RADIOSO~DE h'~A 1'~ B_ALlf~N 

The follo..nng is a description of a 500 gram ~diosonde we ·~t:-:e:r balloon re
l~ased a t Shrevsport, La., at 2100 CST o~ d~te of sighting: 

--

a. Size of balloon at 19,000 .f't---~pproxi:~taly 14 ft hi6h ~d 12 ft. di~eter. 
These figures ~e only e~t1mates, sL"lce noon& kno·.-1s ex.act.J.y ho,., t:tuch ex
pansion has t..ken place at the g iven altitude. Size of balloon when re
leased is 6 ft high and S !t di~eter. 

b. Color of balloon--white 

c. Color of attached parachute---red 

d. ?osition ard size of all lights-- one light only, suspended approximatsly 
60-80 tt below balloon, at end or train. There is no compulsory length 
for train, so the one on sub..,Met balloon was not !Tlea.su.red. Light con
sisted or one ~g'.llar sized f'lashl1sht bulb attached to batU,ry 3 in 'by 
2 1n by 1 in. Life of battery nonnally 2 to tour hours. Li~~t tns white. " 

I 

I 
• 

e. Length of Train--approxi.ma tely 60 to 80 rt (was not. measured) • 

r. Method or attaching ll ~ht~ to t.M.in---light tied securely to train with 
c ord. 

$. Power supply for lights.. one small ba. tte~J--S'M d, above 

h. Diagram or balloon--Ref Incl #1, at.taehed 

1. Diagram or power supply---Ret L"lcl # 2, attached 
• 

It -n.s POinted out by t8ehn1cians who relsa~e weather balloons, that t'1e train 
i s not or su.t't'1c1ent weight to remain suspended directly the balloon in winds of 

1 r~latiTely hi.gh velocity, (not over .5 pounds, 1nclud1ne parachute, transmitter and 
j :..L~ht). Therefore, the light mi~ht be, at tues, in ar.y position in relation to 
j ~~e balloon, other than above it. • 

' ! • 
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I 
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r/.f~r ~ zJ. -
.,..:.~ .1'7 L o .. .,.o~ r¥ LOUIS NO~;aQE 

2 Inels: · ., v Capt., USAF 
' 

• 

1. S:<gtch of 500 ~ram R.diosonde Balloon OIC, Flt 2-D 
.:md train at 19, 000 ft 

2. ~~et.ch of &tter'1.f and light on train 
o ~ 5 ) 0 ?;:-am Radi osor.de W'!!a th~-r balloon 

• 

• 
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(Sketch of 500 gram Radiosonde 
~alloon & t rain at 19 ,000 ?t. ) 

Pt A---~~lloon at 19 ,000 ft . 
Pt 3 --: r-'lin (~·Taxed el se . cord-

:!i.am qppro:x 1 /.S~ i nch) 
?t C-- P.:lr=lchute ( red) 
Pt 'J---?ra.nsmitter Unit 

(r.o light) 
?t =:--Sma ll Battery (Po·o~~er 

Suppl y for light) 
• ~----------tz'------------~ ''~-' 

Pt F--Light Bulb (Re g Flash
light s ize) 
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PART TWO: Description .o.t S~ting by' Curtis Carley, 1st Lt., USAF , 

• 

• 

?.\R'r iiiREE: Su~tary Investigative Uf'orts 

P.\RT FOUR: Ca8%uents of PI e~r-Sng Officer 

• 

II • SID9WtY: Investigation concerned a reported sightit'lg on 22 Hay 1956 be • 
t-.raen 2:305 am 231.5 C.31' o£ an uni.dent1!'1ed object described as egg-shaped , resem.
b~ a bu.llcy- ex oss, solid, emitting an intense white 116h.t, capable of high speed.s 
a rd extrermely maneuverable. Supplementary investigative research seems to indi
cate ~..at the object ha.s the eharacteri.stics of an optical phenomena • 
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I. SO~: Earl D. Holwadel 

Address: Office or Resident Al:ditor, Greenvi1 1 e .\FB , l11ss. 

• 

Occupation: Officer, USAF; Auditor, Filot 

~ · 

Education: B. s., Busi..'less Administration: Graduate, Pilot Tra -ng, 
1954 
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Qualllications: SJURCS has been on active duty f or approx·hnate~y 
three years and on .f4ring status f or approxi-
:na tely three years. 

II. R.t:.""'LLABILITY: S')URCE appeared to he highly int&ll!.tent. He was completely 
sincere and answered all question.s frankly. SJURCE indicated that, although sub
jected to the ridicule tr.at often accompanies reports of this type, be felt it his 
dut.7 to report the si~bting as completely as possible. SOURCE's estimates o~ 
measurement.s may be c :>nsidered :ta.irJ.:r reliable as indicated by h1 s estimates of 
the relati•.re size or known objects. In view of SOURCE's militax•y background. 
information ~be considered reliable. . 

!II. 3CortCE 1s DES~IPtlON OF 3!Jt!T.UiG: SOURCE indicated that on 22 May 19.56 
at a~proximately 2305 CST while flying in the front seat of a TJJ ai.-craft 50 Knots 
r.ort.b,rest of !-1onroe, La. {Georaf ?J~~C 5329), his attention was attracted to a 
bri~ht object in tl:e Msterly por:ion of the s~y. 30URCE 1s cour~e at. tilna of' 
3iJhtin~ was 050° at 1e,OOO feet. At 231.5 t he object ~s again noted apparently 
due east, ~nd the deci3ion ~s made to L~vestigata, since the possibility of the 
object being a planet or star appeared doubtf'ul.. SOURCE stated he "peeled of.'r" 
to the south and moved L'l t..rall of object, which at that ti:ne appeared to be in 

• 

the southeast, (See sketch, Inc! }1 , path and movement of object). The object 
appeared to be a great distance away fran the aircraft • when suddenl.,-v it came straight 
at the observer at a rapid rata or speed. SJURCE stated t hey crossed the rear of 
the object, experienced no wa-.sh, and moved south of it. Object moved away and then 
ret.urnea at high speed on a westarl;r course. SOURCE stated t l:].ey c!"'..dsed in front 
of the object and noticed odd and extremely bright l~hting w~ich did not resemble 
ligbtin~ of any known aircraft. Shape of t he ob ject could not be clearly deter-
:nined and no waab was apparent on object's west side. 30URCZ said maneuverability 
of object ~a3 fantastic and at no t~e did it change its positional attitude in 
relationship to the aircra£t. SOCRCE stated that his aircraft passed under the 
11 :1ose" of object at a distance of approximately 75 yards and on a heading of JJOO, 
~t which time an inten.sely bright white l~ht flashed frOUt object lighting up can-
opy of h is :iircra:ft. SCt1\CE st.ated object appeared to be squat, bul.'<y and cross
s haped. It appesred to :,a shorter than a C47 and wider than a C47. ~ere was no 
7 i31ble wL,~ span. Lo~est dimension of t he "bulk of object appeared to be JO to 
!~O ~eet, (Incl #.2, sketch of object ) . SJURCE saw no clear outline of object other 
t~a~ t~e ~ulk or d~me which was positioned at the. center o~ the cross. It was from 
:~is d:m~e that the bris!::t white li:;ht appeared. In addition to the •11hite li,sht 
_:_;·~:.c::: n-Jted one red li?:ht, resembling an aircraft running light on top o-r the dooa. 
~owever, t~e bri~htest light eminated tr~ t he hi~h windshiald t)~ observation 
:lass in the front of the dome. SC)U?\CZ obtained a good view of underneath side 
o :' o~jeet from 75 yards distance. I t seemed to him that t r.e under surt"ace o~ objeet 
·;as of' s teel construction. and had a rib-like a ppearance •..Jith the r ibs extending 
~ tj 4 feet ~nd er~ating a wave-like impression, (Incl ~J, sketch of ~~er side 
J:' o~jeet ) . Durin~ t ::., 1.5 minutes duration of s~bti.,g S')L"RCZ noted that there 
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W9re man: ... stars in the sky and a t hree-quarters f uJ 1 moon. Object appea red bri~nter 
t han background or t ha sky and resembled the brightness of an automobile headligh t 
approxi.!r.at'ely one ~look a·,~a,y. Object appeared to stand still at times, speed u.p 
a nd · rush a"N~Y, (twice), did not break into parts, giv9 off 3!1'10ke, c!la.r.ge bri~ht.
nes3 or s hape. It did not ~ppear to flicker, t hrob, or pulsate. Obj ect did not 
move behL"ld anything or in fl•ont of anything during period of si~hting. Object 
appeared to be solid and -;..~s view ~ith the naked eye through the canopy ot the 
aircraft. Ob j ect emitted no perceivable sO'\.U'X'l and t he edges appeared to be fuzzy 
or b~urred. Only one object -was noted. At the closest point of obser1ation 
SOURCE was certain object appeared to be as large as the size of a grapefruit 
held at arm •s lencth, and at farthermost point of observation resembled the size 
o~ a pinhead at arm • s length. Objee~ was still apparent 1n the sky when a decision 
was made to leave the arsa. SJURCE stated that if he could construct the object 
from known material it would be of steel construction, bulky' cross-shaped, approx
i:nately 40 :t'aet long, .30 teet wide, and 1.5 feet thiel&: at the center J:>oint. SOt"'R.C~ 
Ul"'Abl.e to irxiic:ate a resemblance of objeet to any known configuration or couuqon 
object. S'JURCE was lool<L"1g approxilnately east wh.en he first saw the obj9ct and 
approximately west when he last sav the object. .3J URCE estimated object was 900 
frO!'! true north and 10° above horizon when he first sa;: it, and 225° !"rom true 
north and 2.5° above horizon when he left the area. There were thin. and very 
scattered cl:mds du.rin~ the sight in~. The weather was d_r,J and cool. .\ 20 knot 
wi.."ld at 260° A'as ind,.ca ted. ·30u"?.CZ stated this was the first time he had seen 
t his type of object. and could not ~ive an opinion as to ".-Jhat it might be. Speed 
or object rang~ tram hovering t~ velocities 1n excess' of the J00-400 knots his 
aircraft ':.olaS nying at the time. Closest and rarthemost points o:f observation 
were 75 yards and 60 !niles approxi:natel.;r. 30URCE was quite disturbed by the occur
ence ~nd did not attempt radio contact with any sir base or with the object durL~ 
t:1e period of sighting. .:3·JURCE -.ras extremely impressed by the maneuverabD ity o£ 
t he ooj~et. · 
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