.._"r']'-.?'_'r-.-."‘:""""' a3 f— 1|,|-- -r-l--._.* W *-,—__. EE G ¥, . -‘,;-il.-q—- L e = - k-

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
0O Waos Balloon
June orv July 1956 | Warrenton, Virginia g grnh?tgr gu“un
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION b0l Ml
Local 2 _ AM . Ground-Visual O Ground-Rador g g::h:g;;rfi::raﬂ
CMT O AirVisual O Air-Intercept Radar | O Possibly Aircralt
5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE 0O Was Astronomical
| O Yes il 1Y . O Probably Astronomical
X¥ No Civilian (then military) O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE X XOther DI
O Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
" O Unknown
_____9o~-7 minutes _ 6 or 7 1 stationary |
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
Letter written 1in 1958 regarding a Other (unreliable rpt: too old)
| sighting in 1956 of lights that
!

moved around, &first impression %2
that they were ground lights., Sof
sowing about 2 ft in diameter,

.
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DATE i I‘ﬁﬁ' NO.

*U8EET UFO Report and Manuscript - Mr. (D

Sierra Madre, California

ROUTING /"

Initial “IN® column to denote review prior to sction., [Initial "OUT" column to denotb review of completed
action. (Y for actienm; v ftor coordination,)
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T70: DATE \
SA¥IS«3 lMajor Tacker 1%\.‘1’:.11‘;‘ 1958
FROM: COMMENT NO.

1

0.7, fruy
AFCIN-4EL/Capt. GrEgug/ ac
Ext. 6-9216/Bldg 828

AFCIN-LJE

COMMENTS (l'se reverse, if l;rcnin.lryj

al Scuweizer's oifice is submitted

l. Subject corresrondence Jgaceived
on wi\ich to base a reply:

for necessary action, witia the following

a, Source cannot give exact date or
sometime in June or July, 1956.

» only that incident took place

b. To properly solve any case, immediate reporting of the incident is
necessary for on-the-spot investigatiqns, A matter of a few days' delay can rander
the investigation worthless.

F

c. Cannot comrcent on the "Minkliin" lights and "Ghost" fire reported seen
in an Australian marsh, although the phenomena is typically characteristic of ball-
shaped gaseous glow, an electrical discharge,often referred to as St. Elm®s Fire,
and associated with swamps and\particu arly if methane gas (CHA} 18 in the area.

2. Copies of the report have been made for our files.
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1 Incl. " He e GILBERT
Ltr and llanuscript Colonel, USAF
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Dear Sirs:

1 am very ashanmed that 1 haven't written jou before nowe 1I'11 try to
be as complete as I can considering the lapnse of time, however, and nexrhans
the details will explain something of the delay,

i cannot fix the(exact dﬁﬂ% - perhans I could »in it dowm by research -

1 didn't make a note oI It because 1 fell sure I would remember, 1t was on
a Saturday night - that is Sunday morning of the month of either mid-june or
early July. I was based at ving Hill ¥arms Station - near Qarrenton, Virgini
- a Specialist 3rd class at the time - Army, 1 had been dating a zirl in
Rockville, wmaryland, and would hitch-hike or take a bus there every chance

I had - which was fairly often as our free time at the post was pretty much
our own., .

One of my favorite pastimes has always been to take long walks, so this
varticular night - having arrived with no money whatsoever in my nockets -
my camera case on my back -(loaded with color film and famera equinment -
my hobbie) a little too late to visit the girl - but with hones of sering
her the next day - I had hitched a ride with a buddy who lived in Rockville -
-~ 1 did many things on a shoestring while I was in the army - wmost of that
nizht I just wandered up and down the various roads in and zmround Rockville -

ending up on the road leading out to the girl's house.

The exact spot is in front of an o0ld house - now deserted - formerly
utilized as an old-folks home - until (as I understand) it was condemned -
this is on the crest of a small hill - and marks a decided dip in the roazd -
1 mas standing on this spot when 1 looked dovm the hill to where I new a
house to be, I noticed a single light glowing - too large to be from a
simnle bulb - ¥ iy first impression of the light was that it was an aonroach
ing automobile - but it was on such an angle that I wondered at this, because
it did not corresvond with the location of the roads - their beinz an inter-
section of three ro2ds - (one main road purving and 2 newer side road) -
the 1light was centered about where the crossing was - and 2 hill was just
behind the light - as 1 watched it, it seemed to grow a little larger - whicr
made me wonder if it might be 2 Tlare - 1 watched for a drivping at the base
- thinking it might bHe an airforce maneuver of some sort - but I s3w none -
then the light rose a 1ittle with a slight swayineg motion - and was soon
followed by sever=al other lights the same size and description - not quite
aEraxxxrxxmxid<ie as bricht as a2 flare would be and glowing with a steady
white zlowe rememberinz my training in spobdbting objects at night - I tried
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looking to either side in hovmes of seeing anything that nisht be attached %o
the lizchts making some sort of sillhouette, There was no indication. This
doesn't mean much, however, since the night was clear, but moonless - and
excent for the glow of occasional street lights, quite black, It occurred

to me to try for a nitture - but I felt that with the movement of the 1lichts
themsel¥es - and tne low exposure of the color Film - that it would be tine
better svent observing the objects than in getting out my paranhenalia =nd
attempting to set it up in the darkness - In all, as I remember there were
six or seven of the lights - they avpeared to be rising immediately next %o

a tree in the yard of the aforementioned house (two story - near the inter-
section) - I wondered vwhethbr they were some sort of signal system connected
to the tree -~ but they (assuming they were at this distance)swaved senerately
as they rose - as much as three to four feel from side to side - seeming tn
bob around slowly - they rose in & kind or order one abosve the other - until
the highést light reached a noint a little above the height of the thee —~

1 connected the tree, hecause the lights seemed to show infront of what I
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could see of the tree - it being 1it slightly - to see a semi-sillonhette of

the unper bramches. uonsequently I placed the lights in the yard of the house
jtself - I was a distance of avproximately 200 yards from the objects-

At this noint I remehbered reading an article sonme Lime oreviously in =
magazine I nicked up in a latrine somewvhere - concerning similar lights that
had been seen in Australia - unexplained but seen on various occasions -

(I am enclosing the article - as I have since relocated it).
These are described very qimilarly to what I sawe / - ¥ 7 .

—— _ S _.' ‘h ‘ __’.- ' s | ! P R a2 e 7 -..:
This was in 1956 - Juqt nrior'ta my seperation, About two in tha‘ﬂorn1na_ |
From the crest of the aforementioned hill on which I stood I was facing dowmhil

- and could see the distant sky 1lit by the lights of uashington p.C, -
.
I watched the lights for about five to seven ninutes - I timed them - but

have since forgotten the exact time - After this pelriod of time the lights ,
without dimming began to bob sideways a little more - still slowly - almost
erraticly mit and began to settle - still one above the other back - seemingly
into the ground - There was no sound that I could detect during this - or

any other sensation thah the lights themselves - After a brief moment, when

I saw they were not going to reappear, I ran dowm the hill (I hadn't un until
this time, because by so dding, I would momentarily lose sicht of the lights -
and thcupht too, that they would be explained if I continued to watch them -
then I reached the snot where I had thought them to be, I looked about - there
was seemingly nothing out of the ordirnary - I tried to detect any unusual odor
- a8 nf something haring been burned - but nothing of this sort nresented itself.
I Bnew from earlier o"servation thiat the neonle in the house had bheen there z2nd
loneg since gone to bed., 'There ham was no sign of life - and I couldn't sece

waking them uov to ask if they had seen any lights in their front vard - I can
see trving to exnlain this to a deske-sergeant, I waXked back into tovm -~ think.
1ﬂg of Cﬂllinﬂ vou neovle -~ Upon arriving there I found the onlv thine onen vAs

., 1ittle coffee-sghop - z2nd the nronrieter seenad thouroushly Cnnviand that I
*ﬁs a r=2al no=goodnik - so I couldn't see asking him for a dime for the nhone-
call - Also, I thouznt that It was probably samething that could be exnlainéa
aey - and 1 vas gﬁttlﬁz excited over nnthing - 50 L let it 70 = I discusesng
it with various and sundry friends and acjquagitznces - and finally felt that it
was nrobably of 1little or no importance, As 1 recall, there was at that tire
quite a stir going on concerning sightings from our »ase and other outlyine
amy nosts of strange highg flying green and red lights - that unon inwégti?ﬂ_
tion nroceeded tn disa»pear - 1 windersd aftermmr»d of the time connectimn —
hut dismissed 1t f“"" ny nind,
the lights ]I saw were fjﬂi* two feetl across - judzing by the assuied diastence -
and ~lowed ?ith o ﬁwfﬁ - Aalmogst diffused light - white in color - and round -
with definite diiffusion around the edges -~ not sharp lik%e an electric slobe
would he - very definitler round - almost as thousghk they were rice-maner
disks illuminated from behind -

You can chec any referenced on ne you choose - I h=2ve a comnlete ‘fonSecret
clearance filed with the ¥BI - and a good army record - | am not ziven to
sensnrtionalism, v»er se - But this has bHeen on nmy concienge for some time - and
I felt that, at least, I should tell you about it, on the chanece that rou et
another similar report, you can lend it a little fore Credence than you nrohably
otherwise would.

Forzive me for the delay in notifying you - There was at that time sz0 nuch
cracknot nublicity and general nooh-noohing of the *flying saucer” bhusiness -
that I {elt that I would be just taking up you tirme - Q¥ i'm not so sure -

Sincerely yours -




'(Hére*is a cony of th- artizla 1 m:ntiuned in re%ﬂﬂiqn to the lights - another
reason why I didnit ediately notify you - or 2 the li7hts seriuelv -

I am not in the habit of reading these magazines - but haﬁﬂeﬁea tgrﬁagﬁ"éﬁnt
this one)

from: FATE magazine (ANC) August 1953 (True stories of the strange a2nd the

uninown ((don't laugh)) ) : _ A
MmYSTERIOUS LIGATS ;y | & a3 c A (:u—n-—--: F s 0
- ol Australia -
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those of you who have not visited Australia nay never have heard of its
"Elnrﬁlnthight“,'a nhenomenon faniliar to nearly all australians. Vvisible
only at night, the "uin-u.in uight" is a hugh globe of brilliant light which
soars up from the wo ded horizon, travels ranidly over the tree tons for sone
distance and then hovers, stationary Tor some time, giving the obhserver the
eerie impression that it is watching hin,

iio one has ever gotten close to the “idin-uin Light", as the closer one

avproachias the further it recedes. A man Who has spent nearly 18 years in
western Australia states that nearly every one in that section has seen this
strance aerial licht at one time or another and no one can exnlain it =satis-
factorily., Avnparently there is no legend associated with the “iiin-uin Lizht"
and various queries have failed to exnlain how it received its name or vhat
the words “Min-wmin" signify.

One night a stockman, riding his horse, snied the eerie luminosity and chase
it, In his excitement he ran his horse into a fence, was throwm vidlently
to the grhund end died of his injuries.

1uTs ulenville Pike, of .areeba, .north Jueensland, australia, wkites that he
saw 2 similar light, one nighe, iin the marshy country about 40 miles from st,
Lewrence, nn the central chast of Jueensland, 3=firwsk e first thought it wms
somesone aving a lantern, rhen he 5217 it soar into the air and dance ahout
for some ninutes, rfinally hovering in the air some .50 yards fron hime. .aking

g2 strode througihh the darimness towards it and succeeded irn cettin

.
) -
goura ne

o0 within 20 yards o To him it looked like“some huge glowing hall, hover-
ing seven or eight ¢ € Iround.” guddenly it soared to one side anc
bﬂf’;ﬁ".n a _*:-r:‘;rgatin;’ u:un:in:; motion over the !30?:;._, E:I’f}und- e ftound that the
light wvas leading hinm into dangerdusly marshy ground and he stonved, ‘the licht
also stonned, "hesitzated” avhile and glided a little nearer to him as thoush
tempting him to follow. iir Pilze oreviously had been told by a commanion that

& deen chasm lay just on the octher side of the marsh and he tooR no chance of
falling into it. As he started hack to his camn the 1ligh}, as thousghi realiz-
ing it had lost, swevt over the cha-n and fell from his sicht,

#hen he returned to camp his commnanion told him that, according to the lhcal
legend, a2 man had heen murdered many years »reviously by being nushed into that
chasm and that his snifit nersistently tries to lure newconers to the same
unlucky fate,

mre Pi%e states that a similar licht is often obhserved near the remainsg of
an old inn beside the nearly deserted winton-soulia road on the treeless nlains
of West Jueensland., It is said that this inn was the rendezvous of drunlicrrds =
and thieves and several nearby graves attest to the unfortunate notency of
the home=brewed liguor sold there. Several years azo a yvorung stockman observad
a stranze hall of light one night as he rode his horse nast the vlace on his
way home, He réined up and watched it for Bome time., He noticed that the
1light advanced and retrested but alwavs returned to anmmroximately the sane lo-
cation, rinally it came tovard him., Losing his nerve, the stockman dug his
heels into his horse and galloned frantically all the way to noulia where he
renorted it to a scentical mnolice=trononer. o»Hut not lone thereaftear several

others saw the same curious light., une was driving »ast in his ecar, sow the
1light 21onz the 1 : - :
= ; th T"-'Ja:ﬂ and Zave chase, at 40 niles an h-ur. 6 _Adanlovasd fhok +3i.q
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1light kent "just ahead” of him all the iime and vanished when he annronached the

old ing. rrkhiex
rkkxer Another australian "ghost light" is scecen Trequently on the sinrk-

routd, near Bourke, in northwest wew oouth jales, it ybaarred durin: the
summer noiiths and drovers, already acquainted with it, will not cann srernight
in the area as the light inwvariably stamedes their horses and eattle vitl -

astrous resultis,
amarently these mystery lighis strike terror into the hearts of animalis)

florses steadfastly refuse to enter the gakeway over which a strange lisght dances
on a farm in north-western Queensland. T[(he tenant is so accustomed to seeing
this light, bobhing and hovering over the slip rails of the horse naddoclk:

nearly 1'0 yaréaés frnm his home, that he scarcely takes notice of it,

The lonely region at the head of the murrumbidgee River, in new South .ales
is noted for the renmarkable “Quinn's wuizht," seen for years abt regular intorvals
by awve-struckt witnesses, This light 1s simgular in Torm, being like 2 brilliant.
1y glowing, immense cagle with wings fully snread. Soﬂn desciibe the 1light as
"a most nowerful glow." It was first observed floatinz about three feect off the
ground among the trunks of the lofty gum-trees on the grazing nromerty of a
successful farmer named John Quinn, Some versons have shot at it but without
the least effect., Others have tried To avvroach it but, as though directed by
an observing intelligence, it aliways eludes them. One nlght a newconer ts the
district wvas amazed to see this glowing, bird-like shane hovering over the
homestead he had just bought., He declared to the local policeman that it hung

n faiid-air for fully 10 ninutes, enittiing a light so brilliant that " it made

t he zikie nlace as bright as day”". He was so frightenedix by this exnerience thaf
he "reckoned it was time he macked up,.”

Police~trooper W.G.noble wrote an account of the "Chost Fire" occasionally
observed in this same districPk., As he was riding his horse along the lonely
stock=-route, miles away from the nearest farm ju ,t an hour hﬁfﬂrﬁ day-brealk he
noticed a glow in the wmods alongside the road., ue urzed his horse over and
got close ensugh to see that tThe light actually was a fire "enitting a kind of
- sulvhurous, incandescent glow" and that it was shooting Blames up against the
side of 2 fﬂllen Tree.xz iiis horse refused to anrroach the weira 1light and rearsc
and nlunged in terror. sinally the horse stood stock-still trembling noticeably.
The trooper circled the area and saw no sigh of human life. ‘then the lisht
vanished., wnoble dismounted and feltl the side of the fallen tree, It was not
charred nor in the least warm., There was no sigh of ashes or burned wnod on thne
ground, .e s2aid that he had oIten heard renorts of the “(host Mire" but un %o
that tine had nlace no 2redence in the stories.

Bxplanations of these strange lights vary. oome declare that they are
"will-o'!=the-wisns, others say that thev are masses of fire-flies. 4Some clasinxz

that they have noticed the Blor of ESC”ﬁlHTHTEﬁ or netir jlui connection with the
lights, sut why, alwayrs, do t*xr'* lights elude their pursuerse

1..*..,,
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my sccurance - hut included this for documentarv comnleteness - in

he

e1l, that's the artitle = I don'tl lkknow if theke is any relation betmeen it on
: o
o |

%w;u ht of this article when I vitnessed the 1i;
ured it »ut - in any event it& all yours ...




