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1. DATE 2. LOCATION | 12. CONCLUSIONS
_ \ |0  Wos Bolloon
5 June 1956 Birmingham, #labama oK Probably Ballson
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon
Local - O Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar g g::h:;;:ri?r:ru"
GMT 05/14372Z X8 AirnVisvol O Air-Intercept Radar 0O Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS & SOURCE DO Was Astronomical
OVYes O Probobly Astronomical :
X X3 No Military O Possibly Astronemicol
- d - - |
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D, Other |
| O Insufficiont Dota for Evaluation
~ O Unknown |
28 -530 seconds one South
12, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS | _ -
One round circular & flat object Probable balloon sighting.
approximately 40-50 feel in diameter,] |
6-8 ft thick, Color aluminum oOr
| silver, no unusual maneuvers., C1sS-
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10=7¢ UFCP INFC cUBMITTED IN ACCCRD WITH AFR 272¢=2. 1. (A) CIRCULAR

\ND FLAT. (E) APRX 49 TC 56 FT IN DIAMETER AND 6 TO 8 FT THICK. ;

(C) ALUMINUY OR SILVER. (D) CNEs (E) NOT APPL. (F) NCNE. (G) NONE,

R N ..- r-- i.
(H) NCNE, (I) NONE. 2. (A) ORJECT WAc TRAVELING DIRECTLY TOWARD
ESZRVIRS AT AN ALT APRY 3,722 FT. (E) EELOW AND NORTH CF ORSERVERS. (

(C) CLINFING. €D) ORJECT TRAVELLED IN SOUTHERLY DIRECTION

I‘.‘l‘]

TCUAFED ACFT CF CESERVERS NC UNU<SUAL MANEUVERe. (Z) GCBJECT VEERED

VEST CF CESERVERs AND DISAPPEARED CLIDEING TO THE <CUTH. (F) 28 |
TC 3¢ SECCNDS. 3¢ CA) AIR TC AIRe (PB) NCNE, (C) E=20 44~3147C, 64,237

FT, NCRTH, 185, MAXWELL AFE, ALA. 4. C(A) 2353437Z. (E) DAY. 5. DIRECTLY

CVER NMUNICIPAL APRT, EIRVNINGHAN, ALA« &« (A) NOMNE,
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PAGE TWO RJESYQ 7¢

(B) MAJOR “ AC & $C, MAXWELL AFE, ALA.
. . | (
AJOR Sy /C : cC, VAXVELL AFE, ALA, |

RELIAELE. 7. (A) FAIR. CE) NONE. (C) UNLIMITED. (D) APRX 1% MILES. (
(E) NONE, (F) NONE. S, NONE. S. NONE. 1. NOMEe 13 WG OPERATIONS

CFF NO CONMENTS. 12. NONE.
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1. DATE - 3 2. LOCATION ) 12. CONCLUSIONS
" Wos Bolloon .
5 June 1956 d __Birmingham, Alabama Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TINE GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon
3 O Was Aircraft
O Ground-VYisuval 0O Ground-Radar Q Fmbgbly Afr:rnir
June 1956 B AirVisuol O Air-Intercept Radar | D Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS 8. SQURCE |0 Was Astronomical
O Yes O Probobly Astronomical
: No O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 10  Other
O Insufficient Dota for Evaluotion
l 0O Unknown

Thirty (30) Seconds COne {1) ‘deerding
10. BRI!SF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENT
Cne (1) cirenlar and £13% object approximately] A TT Msg wes sent to the originator of

L0 to 50 feet in diameter and 6 to 8§ feet the message requesting that 211 ballo
thick, silver (or alwximm in color, travelingl releases in the area of the sighting

| directly towards the observers! aircraft at be checked cut and this headqmarters

| 3,000 feet, The object was below and north informed of results. |

of the a/e traveling south and ascending,
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]2 Sighting of Unidentified Flyinz

"h, GGESE_E}fL Object

At the time the object was sighted, Major Jdimmerman was {1l ying
practice instruments under the hood and ! .at,or Ca]lfet' was acting as Cafety Pilot.
The heading of their aireraft was to the north at 6000 feet and the locaticn
wes directly over Bimmingham, Alabama alrpnrt. Major Oelker first noted
the object ceming directly toward his aircraft at an altitude of app roximately
3000 feets iHe observed the object some 20 to 30 seconds during 1-:"11(:1'1 time
it climbed avproximately 2000 feet and when 1t passed his aircraft it was,
in his estimation, appraximately 2000 feet west of his position. At this
time Major Oelker banked his aircraft very snarply in an attempt to follow
the object, at the same time calling the matter to the attentilon of Major
Zimmerman. Major Zimmerman claims to have seen the object for approximately
i or 5 ssconds, The object, according to both officers, econtined tc climb

in a southerly direction and disappzared from sighte.

"ee Weather Ccmc}i*t.ions

Both officers descrived the weather as CAVU with the visibility

of appmumataljr 10 miles. Since they were on a local clearance, they had no
knowlerdre of a thunderstorm or other electrical activities in thez zrea,

"d, Unusual Characteristics

The object was described as spinning at all times it was unde
=] W ] L] " [}
cservation and although the officers ware in a B-25 ulrcrﬁit alt cruising

oD

greed, they did not feel gualified to r:st::.:nat-e the speed of the object.,

Howaver, it is noted the obj=zet readily pulled away from their view,
"ALthough Major Celker claims to have had a camera in his possession

at the tinme of the sightinz, he stated that since he first thought thre

object was an alreraft, no attempt was made by him to take a picture thereof,
Barh officers complete their comrsa of Instruction at Maxwell AFB

cn 1L Juse 1956, at which time they will be reassigned as follows:

ames Connally 4B, #aco, Texas.
Headquarters, Air Weather Service,

Cas

2. The above information has been previously furnished to the Commander,
3800th Air Base Wing, Maxwell AFB, Alabama by District Office Nr. 8, 0SI

3o This letter is classified CONFIDENTIAL pursuant to authority
containad in par 32¢(2)(a) AFR "'*Dp-l
Mg’ ff"f:/f.-’;
ﬂO"""\:"!** 'U'l""‘\ AT 0 YIRAT TN 2 : ﬁ‘ycf’
4 it kl‘ S S din “udrdy HESTON C. COLE
Loaacian NOD Dip coon iy | Lt Colonel USAF

Districs Commander
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DEPARTMEMNT =
HEADQUARTERS UNATED STAJSSAIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

14TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE, DENVER, COLORADO

1D 240

SUBJECT: (UNCLASSIFIED)
Sighting of Unidentified Flying
OCbject over Birmingham, Alabama, 5Jun56

SPECTAT, TNQUIRY

TC: Commander
Air Defense Command
nt AFB
Colorado Springs Colorado

1. The following is for your information a2nd any acticn warranted:

"On 5 June 1956, Major Robert L. Oelker, AO 829539, and Major
Arnold I, Zimmerman, 12‘%85A both students, Wing L, Air Command and Staff
College, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, advised S/A Barn:-d"e that at 14372 hours,
5 Juna 1956, they had sighted an lmiderlt;.flc,d object flying in the air
over kS T“""l.t'lﬂhan Airport, lein_::_ham, Alabama, 1In this conneection, the
tollowing information was furnished:

"a, Description

(1) The cbject was described as being per .uctl" CLL:.I].:—]I‘ in
shape and flat by Majcr OUeliker, a
ac an eliipse shapec cobject,

— E e
to a small American type Iigzhter a e
n""mc:i..uah:.l'r 4O to 50 feat in dizmeter and 6 to 8 t in
thickness

(2) The cize was descrited Ly Deth oificers as hemp aL“".:x.lar
T

(3) The color was indicated a2s aluminum or silver{

(L) Only one object was sighted and there were no tails ,
trails or exhausts noted., Thers was also no sound noted
above the sound of the B-25 aireraft in which the

officers were flving,
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