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'AIR FORCE PLANE DOW NED BY UNIDEXNTIFILED

OBJECT”

Case 170, In air over Pixley, Cal, July 22, 1956—The above
headline quoted from the Rocky Mountain News, Denver, Colo.,,
tvpifies others appearing in the nation's press. However, for
Le story we quote from the San Francisco Chronicle as
tollows: “A Hamilton AFB transport plane survived a gooo ft.
vertical dive and landed safely with three-fourths of its tail
¢‘evator missing. The pilot, co-pilot and crew of two all
tacked out following a mysterious mid-air incident that no
ne was able to explain, Major Merwin Stenvers, the pilot,

id the C-131D, was cruising at 16,000 ft. over Pixley.

nly, there was a loud bang,

a dive,’ he said

‘Sud-
a severe vibration and we went
Major Stenvers had the plane under
anual control at che time. While he and his co-pilot battled to
., the two crewmen were scrambiing to
. Iinally, Stenvers saw the nose
1. But then all four cre
When he and his co-pilot, Capt. Robert
came to, the plane was going almost straight un,

ng it out of the spin
rain their feet in th

e cabin
'.;in to come up, averting certain death
nembers blacked out.

iarble,

! ¢ guessed the crait had dropped to 7000 ft,
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e airport, An A report said that the sherift's ofice jn-

tgated a report that another plane had crashed nearby
it found no evidence.” * 4
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| Ed: Critics will say that this incident is “down the CRIFO alley"—
True! While it mnks high on the suspect list, the case is by no

" means closed. We will await further cvidence, and suggest that
' everyone read between the lines 1f more is said on the case.

ADDENDUM—As cne reader put it, “Now comes the back track-

ing.” In the July 24 edition of the San Francisco Chronicle it is |

said that Air Force investigators discovered that a jammed control |
fated plane into a steep dive causing the dam- |

device threw the ill-
age. Said the Chronicle, “Earlier theories had the plane under at-
tack from above by everything from a meteor m a flying sau-
cer . Capt. J. R. Smith of Edwards
a1 rj a scries of rivets popped and jammed a rod which controlled
the plane's clevator servo-tab. The servo-tab is a small control
-I;'"I"l‘.'t: which -tﬂu..-- H 11!1.,1‘!' movahle Ll-nlrul It 1s a sort of
| bhrester which makes the larger contral easter to move. *When the
i red jammad the sery -tab fiipped up,” sa ifl Sith. ‘The elevator was
| =eorl dwn r: stovck. When thn t th‘.n.nr stiddenly ﬂlpp Wl down
't Just prie ‘cd him (the plln*} over " Smith satd. ‘Guess 1t wonld fe ei
he had icwn inzo a brick wi Jiu-ﬁ: ke he said”

¢ Jehn B'emer, Danville, Cal: C t] Marck, Jr.. Denver, Calo,:
Gzorge Cicharz, St. Louis Park, M .u:l.. N. Cuvandra, Oakland
s Ay Rounds, Brentwoond, Ao, Tm es Geer, Tihuron

L“ L] -.-ill! o
Cul.: Oea Orminrod, Phoems, Ariz.; H,

Rovaer, T"‘nh Pa.

Continued the Lhr -m’rh . The plane recovered so sharply from the
‘ : ZI.-.."-."'d out, ‘During the recovery from the dive,
was e 1a make a2 quicker pull-up than normal) the Air
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S — ¢ a7Ks THE JULY 23, 1956, REPORT OF AN EMERGERCY LAUDI:
: Y ANl AIR FORCE C=131=D (CONYVAIR CANCO PLANE) AFTER
] COLLIDING WITH AN .UNKHOW! ORJCCT OVER PIXLEYe CALIFe UFOTS

5
& 'ERE REPORTED AT THE TIME 11l THIS AREAe AHD AN AIR FCRCE
: SPOKESHMAN STATED THAT THE PLAHETS SHATTERED TAIL SECTION
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\"PEARED TO HAVE BEEN MSTRUCK oY SOUCTHING FROM ABOVE."
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No Case (Information QOnly) 22 July 1956 |
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Case 173, Sen Joaquin Valley, Qal, July 22, 'S6—Said
the Los Anpeles Evening Herald Express: “Authorities
linned 2s 'iying ssucer’ stories reports of two mysterious
flying objects over 3an Josgquin Vailey. Investigators
failed to find any trece of the craft whach » woman near
Sresno described as an Ovai object emitting e greenish
light from its taill. A Tulare county resmdent said he saw
a similar jet-like craft crash and expiode nemr Pixlev. '
Both incidents toolk pisce about 5:30 am, a little more
than five hours before the “rollimon™ tetween a C-1310D
Anw “uainows. abjexs’ oves Pinkege(Sen Case 470 Codis,
August, 1956.) ‘
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NO Case (Information Only) 22 July 1956
Sierra, California

[

e

Case 176, Sierra regpon, Cal, July 22, '56—A.s0 perts
neot is another report written in to CRIFO by Miss Jane ,
Purcell of Treano. She writes, in part, “ . . A friend, Miss
Imogene Okes, and [ were campiog out at Lake Maiw, a
spot of 9000 feet altitude in the Mammoth Lakes Xegion
n the Higher Sierra country. At approximately 5:45 the |
next moming (July 22) Miss Okes, unable to sleep, wus |
locking at the iky. ... In the northwest sky she zaw 4
sall of light followed by a short pointed tail The colors
e zaud, were mmilar 10 those of a bunsen burnmer und
were arranged in the foilowng manner: frst the Diue bad
which [aded into green, then yeilow green, then V=i ow,
then orarge and lastly dimimashing into a tral of rad
sparks—tne whole taking the shape of a cone with ‘he
axi¥ in » roughily horontal position, . . . -L Wos 10 view
for anout 3 or 4 seconds lraveiing from ssst W w»ast . ..
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No Case (Information Only) 24 July 1956
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
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25 July 1956

No Case (Information Only)
Provo, Utah

Case 191, Provo; Utah, July 25, 1956—We quote from
the Deseret News and Telegraph: “Reports of a ‘strange
streak of light and a flare-up’ at the crest of Mt. Tim-
panogos touched off aerial and ground searches. CAP r
searchers could find no trace of any crashed plane. INo
aircraft were reported missing. It was presumed the noc-
turnal fireworks were caused by a meteorite. Search craft
returned with reports of a fresh rock-slide near the north
end of the mountain. The CAP sents its plane into the
air in an effort-to trace reports—from three residents of
American Fork who saw a streak of light followed by a
‘flare-up’. The flare appeared to be over the crest of the
mountain on the east side away from American Fork.
They said the fire lit the sky at the top of the moun-
tain. One said it appeared to be a meteor which struck
and then bounced. ... Capt. Verg Collins of the CAP
said the search found no traces of the flaming object.”
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: : . 26 July 1956
No Case {lnformation Only) Plymouth, Massachusetls

1956,4J 26= : 30pm~Plymouth,New Hampshire-a yellow UFO with a dis~- r
SRR agtofrin? tail,raptg;tod by Grourd Observer Corps, 1t tro- 1
vei:d North=West at a high altitude,..

Lase 192, Plymouth, Mass, July 26, 1956—According
to a brief item in the Concord Monitor, two Ground
Observers Corps spotters reported seeing an unidentified
fiying object which was bright yellow and left a trail

similar to a jet. One observer said the object appeared to
pe moving slowly and made no sound.!
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No Case (Information Only) 28 July 1956 |
Brentwood, California

Lk EEE ]

Case 179, Brentwood, Cal, July 28, 1956—The Qak-
land Tribune reported that a three hour search failed to
solve the mystery of a “sparkling green light” which ap-
peared to land in an orchard. Six residents and an Oak- ‘
land visitor reported to the sherifi's deputy that at 9:55
p.m. Saturday they saw a “green flash going through the
sky and then fzll or land in the orchard. Television re-
ception was reported temporarily interrupted at that
approximate time. Four sherifi’'s deputies and severzl re-
sarve officers searched a square rnile area at the “land-
ing spot” but found nothing. Ofhcials at Oakland Airport
and Hamilton and Travis AFB's said they knew of no .'
planes in the Brentwood sky at the time."
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No Case (Information Only) 30 JHlyLTWJE
between Port Austin & Bad Axe,Mich

L —

Case 178, between Port Austin and Bad Axe, Mich,
July 30, 1956—We quote from The Saginaw News, in
part: Huron County Deputy Sheriff Fred Cubernuss and |
William Gravlin, announcer for station WLEW, Bad Axe, 1
reported sesing a luminous object about 500 ft. in the air,
traveling very fast. Both men, traveling together, said the
object was visible for about 10 to 15 seconds. Cubernuss
said later that the Sheriff's ofiice had reccived two reports
of other strange lights at 9:05 and 9:35 p.m., moving in a
southerly direction. Earlier reports were received of a
large rapidly moving colored light spotted in Saginaw,
Gratiot, Midland and Clare Ccunties. The Durt GOC re-
ported the light shortly afiter midnight. The oDject was
described as red, white azd olu2, moving rapidly. A State
Police trooper said the lizht was too large and moved too
fast to be an sirpiane. Air Force F-89's flew to the area
to search at 1:53 am. but did not report finding any
objects.’
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T 1Y, _ e o OFFICIAL FILE COPY
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L2 , .. OFFICE OF RECORD
' AFOIN-4 |
I
S B i
I_.—-il | -~ o
: Neviaw and Analysis -« UF0 a0t

\
3 {In Twn) AROTH-42k 15 Fab 57
AT Lo 4zh/Capt 3.7, Gregory/wm -
|___ATPMY:  Yajor Willner Goo15 <
AFO!H 4X2¢ e
1,! Raquest your review and analysis of attached photng'aph and copy of L)
crigiral report. %
! AFOIN-4X3 ‘ ‘ T
L el e e A microscopic examination discloses that the photo 1s not ‘doctored”, and [
: AFO| —_--* ry not an ermilsion flaw. L"‘:

" |

The absence of any aorizon, objects or perspective for contrast or come

- AFORdfon| surposes mekes analysis somewhat difficult. In the opinion of this office, -
A and hesed upon mumerous atill and motion pictures of zuilded mnissile launchings, <
| the tralis shown hers appear to be similar to those left in “he wake of missiles.
ST 3 o] The zig-zag, overlapping lines are those generally formed by the wariabdble -’
VT ArOw7E® cheountered Dy missiles in their irajectory at various altitudes, The >
e *ﬂ‘-‘-zz—:! of these lires i3 not characieristic of lizhwning flasbes, mmiling out =
. “aavn omenon. 7
N s
e 3. InPormetion available to this office indicates that he closest miasile g
L launcaing site to observer's locstion iz White Cands, lew Mexico, a Jdistance i
AFOIN- 40T pxinately 300 miles Irom Amerillo. -
peielt X

'
BEEE T e e . . I - ) ; L R i e
" =) 2,] Abtached rarvort ‘ndicaies that the pbserver yas facing (i an almost |
. g TEeT T T~y orposite diresction from White Sanda; and that the sharonessa of the wrail
: tterT] Lzads one 0 bDelliewe That 1T wAasa much closer Lo ocbserver,

+ anersfore, oo The vasls of tTae above, the DJollowing ore mbmitted I
e someliliily ~onsideration:

| 2. 4F-3 (1) ‘mether the missile assumption is valid. |
| (2} /nhether there are {or were) any nissile azites or operations |

 AFOIN-dE<- in toe general direction or vicinity reported.
T % 7 U ol : sr57  (3) Any imowledge of missile firings, which = miasile firing is x|
—"“'“—‘-";[—J mown to have departed Irom lts desiimated course, witain

the particular time period glwen, which nigzht oxplain
the phenomencn.,

b, 4D=2a (1) Sreeific cormmenta as to the cause o .dentify of object
in oootogxranxh.

(2) Dztimated distance of the trail {(assuning nigaile Lsothesis,—

i ualag chavacterigtics of camera eguiment used). |pgpu
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LIFE, in its July %0 is<uve , puylished a photogrzph of |
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a bright, salicerlike pbject seen flying in the sky owver southestern

Kansas the week before. "Aje Force n&icia.lu dishssed 1+ nae »

reflzction from burning natur-l gas, bit theyKansans refused to =2crept

this simple esyplanation for =uch & puzzling phenomenom.,”
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No Case (Information Only) Pixley, California

COMMENTS RZGARDING PIXLEY CASE |

l. This Center has no renort under that identification.
2. However, the following should be made a matter of note: T

a, Numerous alleged Ur0O sightings are reported directly to, !
or are collected exclusively by unofficial UQ groups. The majority
have reriodic publications, usually a monthly paper, which describe
the sightings with occasional lack of restraint. ,~

b. Many UFO sightings are reported only to newspapers. 1
Wnere such sightings are repecrted to small-town newsvapers, they
naver reach the attention of the Air Force, directly or indirectly.
As a matter of policy, the Air Force cannot consider cases not
officially brought to its attention. Cost of investigating the
countless rumors would be nronibitive,

c. Weeks or moanths later, when conclusive studies or
‘on the spot" investigations are no longer possible, the Air Force
is often qgqueried regarding the status Or explanation of the
incidents.
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