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SIGHTINGS, SILENCE AND THE STATUS QUO

Locally, saucer sightings remain high, many are reported directly
v CRIFO by the sighter. Unknown is the number of local sight-
wzs never reaching CRIFO—those self-silenced by observers for
rsonal reasons; those reported to “authorities” such as the police
lepartment, the air ports, weather bureau, the FRBI, the ohservatory

ned o the military. Also unknown is the number reported to the,

three local newspapers.

Thus, for the sake of statistics, the number of UI)'s seen
eally in recent weeks, are beyond estimation—but, conservatively,
1 we were to add just two sightings to each one known by CRIFO,
the total would be astounding. Fﬁ‘ﬂﬂ assuming that hali of these
reports described explainable objects or phenomena, the balance
could still show a remarkable incursive frequency in one small geo-
graphical arca, In summary, the local scene is conceivably in the
aidst of its greatest saucer boom, or, at least a boom equal to the
srevious Jocal highis witnessed in the late summer 1955, late sum-
wer 1954 and the all-time quasi high of summer 1952,

Despite the recent upswing of activity, the local newspapers have
2ot published one local sighting. Even the goofy reports are iniss-
ng. i, then, the Cincinnati case is typical of the nation and the
world, perhaps we are now nearing, or, in the midst of the pre-
dicted big boom of 1956—and we can’t recognize it for the reports
st forever in silence. . . 1

Case 217, New Orleans, La, Sept. 12, 1956—Said the
Times-Picayune, in part: “Jesse Rodriguez, night watch-
man with Commercial Solvents Corp,, reported four round
lights. He said they started out in a ‘Y’ formation, stood
still five to ten minutes, formed a vertical up and down
position, then scattered toward the lake. Other reports
were basically similar., Sometimes it was a diamond-
shaped formation, rather than the ‘Y. Some said the
lights looked like stars. Others mentioned a long fiery
tail.” Added the Times-Picayune, “The air route traffic
control center at New Orleans said the lights were
simply aircraft from regional military bases on a routine
training mission, . . .”

Richard Hall writes: About 9:55 p.m., Jim Kincaid saw
three motionless lights as bright as Mars from a parked
car. Elevation about 30° below and to the left of the
moon in the southwest. Observed for about a minute—
objects did not move, but ‘twinkled’. At about 10 p.m. while
driving away, Jim heard newscast that hundreds of calls
had come in about obiects above downtown huilding. He
returned to his original parking place and the objects he
had seen were gone.”

Case 218, Elsinore, and Corona, California, Sept. 12,
1956—Dean Strawn, of Corona, is a trained observer and
able investigator. He flew five years in fighters and scout

1 In a letter to CRIFO, Fred Stone, Dir. of The Australian F, 8. Re-
scareh Soctety, says, * * . .over here things have been abuormally
iitiet, although Harold Fulton (GCSI, New Zealand) seems In have been
].,;‘Il';l l“i_{.y" ll”t- I ll'“t ad tut “r I,t 'l““'“ ll.'l Il!" '“t "'I:“ I‘ H* not t“‘"
caise saucers are not seen but bhecause people do not report them for
the usual fear of public opinion.” Stone's referenca 1o Fulton being
buasy 1s guite true. With two recent letters, Fulton sent CRIFO count-
less elippings deseribing  UFO activity in New Zealand, In one letter
Fulton says, “Many UFO reports to investigate, have interviewed many
whn sieshted Sent. ard rocket-like object | | | recelved 200 press elips
from New Zealand papers, dated Sept., 4-9, About {0 separate sight-
mes, . . Looks like our Forecast accurate.” Thus, we can see the
peodirlons direrepes o reported UFO activity of two neighboring S\
Paciflc countries, Perhaps the basis for cach 153 in the peopl«'s attitude,
Pethians it is a geographical-social condition, or, mayvhe in New Zea-
land the pres=s 15 more people-conselous, or maybe it s beecause of the
tact that Harold Fulton and Cs! have conducted a vigorous enmnpalgn of
UFO eduetion to the public, Whatever the answer, New Zealanders are
soelng UFO's, they are reporting them, and the nation's press 1s pub-

lishing them.,

bombers and was senior air adviser for Admiral Hewitt
in the Mediterranean and Admiral Kitt in Asia on the
flagship U.S.S. Helena, during WW II. In a series of
letters to CRIFO, Strawn reveals the following . . .

“At 11:40 am, there were three sharp blasts within albout a 20
sccond period with the time interval between the second and third
blast seeming slightly longer than that bYetween the lirst and secomd.
The blasts were followed by less loud echoes like the burst of anti-
aircraft guns. It was hard to tell whether the blaust came from
nbove the earth or nol, but it secmed to comre from above and to
the southeast. It shook houses and rattled windows and objects
scemed to jump around me. [ was outside talking to my neighbor
at the time, Mr., Patton, on old timer in his <eventies. At the time
of the blast there was no sign of aircrait by eyve or car, hut at
11:53 a.n. there was much jet activity in the air Ly ear, but the
haze prevented visual sighting because they seemed very high, No
vapor trails. . . Jet sounds very active for the rest of the afternoon
and into the night.” “

Strawn added: “Weather: Sunshiny, cloudless sky with heavy
haze on the horizon making visability limited. Off in the distance
to the SE were thunder head cumulus clouds. Witnesses: Maost of
the population of Corona out looking into sky . . . flooded news-
paper and police with phone calls.”

A second letter, dated Sept. 16, was attached, in which Strawn
explains, “After writing my first letter of Sept. 12, 1 decided to
hold it for awhile and see if anything would show up to substan-
tiate my feelings of an unusual occurrence or prove it to be a false
alarm. 1 had talked over the blast with a friend of mine on the
aolice foree . ., . and the next day he brought me the clincher. It
was a clipping from a newspaper telling of a saucer sighting by
Mr. Dwight Lewis. . . )"

Said the Riverside Daily Enterprise: “County Schools
Consultant Dwight Lewis, an erstwhile scoffer of flying
saucer stories had a change of heart today when he saw
a ‘glittering oval-shaped aircraft’ hovering above the
Elsinore area forest fire. Lewis was returning to River-
sida from an Elsinore Valley school call at 11:30 a.m.
when he noted an explosive whirling mction of what ap-
peared to be wind, smoke and ashes directly above the big
fire site. It was such a spectacular wind commotion that
Lewis pulled to the side of the freeway to observe it.
While he was watching the unusual air current behavior,
Lewis said, something emerged from the cloud of smoke
and ashes and hovered lazily at an approximate 5000 foot
elevation. For a moment he said, it looked like an enor-
mous flock of birds flying in close oval formation. But
shortly the object floated in such a way that the sun re-
flected from it, he said, and it appeared to be a glittering
oval-shaped aircraft. While it hung in plain view, Lewis
attempted unsuccessfully to flag down motorists in order
to gain corroboration for what he feared would be ‘an un-
likely sounding story.’ After the object had lingered for
about five minutes, however, it suddenly ‘took out in a
southerly direction.’ On reaching Riverside, Lewis phoned
the GOC filter station in Pasadena, but learned that the

object had not been reported.”

We resume quoting from Strawn's letter: "I called Mr. Lewis and
arranged to sce him right away. We had a very interesting chat. . .
Hesayw a saucer about the size of a close formation of eleven
B-29's and it sort of wallowed down the vallev with one side dark
and cigar-shaved while the other had many spots that glistened like
light metal. As you may notice our times are within 10 minutes of

— —_—
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Anterican newspapers, it scems, were carried away by the recent
announcemgnt from an “unimpeachable source” which said that a
fiying saucer would appear over Los Angeles, November 7th and
that its occupants would “speak to Earth” if local radio networks
cleared the air for two minutes, etc. Some quarters attributed this
source as being that of the Dritish magazine, Flyving Saucer Retview.
Concerned, many rcaders have written to CRIIFO asking for more
information about the scheduled event, and, asking if we could
identify the unimpeachable source. Frankly, we know of no unim-
peachable sources in this weird business of saucers, but to clear the
air for one accused source, the Flying Sauccr Retiew, we quote
from a letter received from that magazine's editor, The Ion.
Brinsley Le Poer Trench, as follows: “The statements in the Press
altributed to one of the directors of the Flying Saucer Review
represent purely his own personal viewpoint, to which he is fully
entitled. These statements do not represent the policy or viewpoint
of either Flying Saucer Review or its Editor, Neither do thc{
necessacily represent the views of other directors of the magaziune.
Next, let us quote from Gray Barker's The Saucerian Bulletin,
Vol. I, No. 4, “Reason saucerers got so excited over this story was
that it was misinterpreted to suggest that recognized scientihc au-
thorities had heard and recorded the space messages, and were
confirming that fact officially, Unfortunately, this was not the case
and a little checking disclosed that the story originated from the
experiments of Dick Mliller, and that the space messages men-
tioned were the tapes recorded and distributed by Miller,” CRIFO,
summarily, recommends ihat no one lose sleep over the event. We
believe the story is bogzus, which is the reason we never published
it in Oct. Orbit-—and, the very reason why the nation’s press played
it up so beautifully!

In answer to those wondering what became of Richard Hall's
column, The UFO and You—Yes, it will definitely appear again,
and so will such features as Flyiug Saucers and Public Opinion,
and Saucer Sundries. Reason for omission in Oct, and Nov. issues
was on grounds that we tried to publish as many UFO reports as
possible in the given space we have to work in, Matter of fact we
have two articles in reserve from Richard Hall, one of which may
anpear in the next issue—providing some great event does not crowd
1 ONk . . .

Savs Inez Robh in her syndicated column, Oct, 6=, . , T believe
[ have uncovered the one is-ue that can casily supply the margin
of wvictory in the 1956 presidential race, if it's as close as the
pundits predict, . . . It is obvious that the first candidate who will
come out frankly, four-square and unafraid on the flying saucer

issue aind wring the truth out of the Air I‘.f!rCE_*i}'i__}i’.ﬂll as_ make

the newspapers pontif will win in a walk” y
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each other and he wasn't sure of his time, and my source could
have been oft a few minutes. This object seemed to He interested
in the fires as 1t moved along. One fire in the arca was started by
a butane tank explosion, but the cause of sceveral others in the
arca are unknown, . . The object was around Elsinore which is
southwest of Corona where | was standing. The object was near
the smoke, but it was engulfed in a black oil looking smoke of its
own. lle said the smoke scemed to puff in and out about three
times or more, like it was breathing, and there scemed to be an
explosion.”

On Sept. 27, Justin [Hammond, Publisher of the Corona Daily
Independent sent CRIFO a letter confirming the blasts, It reads in
part as follows: “Dean Strawn was in the olfice today to ask if
we bhad carried any publicity m the paper regarding some blasts
that we heard in this vicinity recently. . . One of our reporters
made inquiries to the Minnesota Mining Co., south of Corona to
find out if there had been mining blast out there. The answer was
negative. Calls to the local police also fatled to provide any ex-
olanation. Finally it was decided, on the basis | believe of a call
to someone else whom [ could not identify, that the explosions had
been caused by sonic blasts. Since sonic blasts occur in this neigh-
borheod frequently we did not consider it to be of unusual news
value and did not carry any story on it. However, three blasts in
such quick succession is a type of noise I do not wusually associate
with sonic blasts. The employees here in the office were aware of
the explosions also and felt the jolt that it caused. We also re-
ceived a number of telephone calls inquiring as to whether or not
we had any explanation for it.,”

Case 219, Wilmington, Dela, Sept. 12, '56—While
Case 218 illustrates the possible tie-in of saucer and sky-
quake, another case, minus saucer, happened on the same
date. We quote the following from the Wilmington Jour-
nal-Every Evening: “Telephone calls swamped police—
both city and state—and the News-Journal offices shortly
before 11:00 p.n. seeking to determine the cause of an
explosion, or blast, which was felt and heard in many
sections of Wilmington. Although hundreds of persons re-
ported hearing a ‘booming thud’ which rattled windows in
their homes, cause of the explosion could not be deter-
mined. Air Force officials at the New Castle County Air-
port said no planes based at the airport were in the air
at the time and no trouble had been reported.””

Case 220, Cincinnati, Ohio, Sept. 17, '56—In a letter to
CRIFO, Mrs. Frances Mueller writes, “This afternoon
about 4:30 p.m., I was walking down Young Street when I
laoked up and saw a bright white light in the southern
sky, going west not very fast. Suddenly it was gone. An-
other lady, a stranger, with me, saw it too. If the object
had any shape, it would be verticle and wider at the

foot.”

Ed: Driving home from work at 5:50 p.m., I saw a bLrilliant bluish
white pinhead of light hovering 23 degrees over the Kentucky hori-
zon. My first impression was that the light was a rellection of the
setting sun on an aircraft, but when [ stopped my car at a traffic
signal, I was surprised to see that it was motionless. \Vith myv Rell
& Howell movie camera at my side, 1 was tempted to start it
rolling, but the madness of “going home” traffic influenced by a
green light forced me to abandon the idea. Driving on to the next
mtersection which altorded a clear view of the Kentucky skyline, 1
thought of the balloon explanation but on this point the luminosity
seemed much too brilliant. Reaching the clearing, 1 had another
good look. It was still there, motionless and dazzling white against
the blue sky. Several minutes later, by the time | had reached an-
other open view, the object had disappeared. This ruled out 2
balloon. When I reached home, [ phoned the ADC Filter Center. . .
Flying saucer? Don't know. Too little evidence under adverse
“sceing” conditions. Anyway, [ believe Mrs. Mueller saw something
neither aircraft or ball o, But” we Shall never know what, . . .

s S

Case 221, St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 22, 1956—Said the St.
Paul Dispatch: “Residents in the area of Mendota and
Euclid discussed a mystery light from a small molten
mass that burned a hole in the street surface and lit up
the neighborhood at 12:30 a.m. George White said he
awakened at that hour to find his room as light as from a
ceiling light. He noted that the light came from the inter-
section but when it died out a few minutes later he went
back to sleep. This morning residents found a hole about
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.a foot long and two inches wide and deep in the black-
topping. The hole was encrusted with a molten white
fnaterial resembling plaster of paris but heavier. “There
were no barricades and no warning lights in the area to
‘eause fire, White said. ‘It's my belief the thing fell from
- the sky)™

Lase 222, Williston, N. Dak., Sept. 22, 1956—We quote
from the Williston Plains Reporter as follows: “‘it was
Tess than a thousand feet in the air. As large as a com-
mercial airliner, it was low enough that I could actually
sce tiny, distinct pinpoints of light. The object had a
shiny, metallic gleam and was moving at a speed I would
estimate at about 150 miles an hour” With the above
statement, Reuben Eorrud described an airborne object he
saw ‘plainly and clearly’ from the backyard of his home
Saturday night about 7:50 o'clock. Mr. Borrud said he
was looking south when he noticed the object just east of
the Great Northern RI2 smokestack. The object, he said,
appeared to follow the course of the river until it was lost
from sight over the tree tops. In going into detail, he said
there was no muifled sound or motors but that he esti-
mated its speed at about 150 mph. He described the
object as being circular, as well as V-shaped. As it flew,
he said, it oscillated from side to side, much like the
pendulum of a clock although not as pronounced. or-
rud said he notified the Weather Bureau of the object
‘The bureau then notified the police and Wright-Patterson
AFB. Mr. Borrud, who is an amateur astronomer, said
that although he was adjusting his telescope Saturday
night, he saw the object with his naked eye."!

Case 223, Grand Rapids, Mich, Sept. 25, 1956—Ac-
cording to the Grand Rapids Herald a pilot said two
strange 2irborne objects whizzed by his plane near the
Grand Rapids Airport Tuesday afternoon. William Mar-
cus, the pilot, who was returning to Grand Rapids from
South Bend, told the following stery: “Around 4 p.m. be-
tween Dorr and Byron Center and at about 120 mph,
altitude 2000 feet, I was approaching the field when
something went by under my right wing, going like the
merry blazes. I got a2 good view for a second and then
saw a second object pass under my right wing. I mede a
turn to get a better glimpse but they were gone. The
first object I saw was tan, had a Delta wing shape and
apoeared to be smaller than my Cessna plane, but con-
siderably larger than any large bird of any sort. The
objects were going due south and they positively weren't
weather balloons.™

Case 224, Dallas, Texas, Sept. 25, 1956—In a letter to
CRIFO, Mrs. M. A. Ferraro writes: “ .. I took my chil-
dren to the Drive-Inn for the first show about 8:20 p.m.
At approximately 9 p.m. I saw a sharp blue light west of
the screen. Its movements were erratic, darting down-
ward, instantly reversing and going back west. I watched
to make certain the object could not be a firefly caught
in the pmjecttnn beam. It couldn't have been for I was
the last car in the far west aisle, therefore what I saw
was moving behind the screen, where the beam could not
reach. By the time we left the movie, there were four of
these lights, all in an area extending over about three de-
grees, all peforming the exact fantastic maneuvers. . .
Their sizes were that of a pencil eraser at arm’s length,
round and sharply defined. At other moments they were
about the size of a bottle cap, at arm’s length. They could
vanish in a second, then become visible again, but far to
the right, left, above or below the point at which they
vanished. . .. I decided to call the tower the next day. I
got Mr, Fetchenbach on the phone. I told him about the
blue objects seen the night before. I did not tell him how
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many of these objects I saw. He said, tht:)re kvere four

F-96's or F-84’s, I furgut which, up on Tuesday night.
They were carrying ‘meson’ blue lights.

four objects? Could I be wrong? Personally, I don't
think so. Whether there were jets up or not, jets cannot
streak up and down. Some went straight up or down in
about the time it takes a meteor to cross a degree of sky,

one degree that is, so the time would be one second.
Fd: T note with interest the dates of the Grand Rapids and Dallas

near Grand Ranids at abou! 4 p.n., were also over Cineinnati,
Notably, my w ife saw the angel hair just before 5 P, which s
4 pon. i Grand Rapuds, S G S L
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~-..Case—225, Cincinnati, Ohlﬂ, Sept. 27, 1956—Said the

News-Reporter, a local suburbanite weekly paper: “A
Northern Hills physician and wife, who asked that their
identity be withheld, told a story of witnessing an cerie
demonstration of precision flying among a group of glow-
ing, multi-colored objects. The couple said they were
awakened about 3 am. when a pane in their bedroom
window set up a vibration. ‘I got up to find out what was
causing the noise, the doctor said. ‘At first I thought
someone was trying to get into the window. Then I
looked out and saw these objects that looked like little
balls zooming around in the sky. .. It was quite a spec-
tacle. The balls were all Cﬂlu:s——led green, yellow and
several colors that I can't describe. Then the objects
just disappeared before our eyes. It wasn't a gentle trail-
ing off like you might expect to see when watching fire-
works pop in the sky—tlie objects just seemed to be
snatched into the void The doctor said he and his wife
watched the demonstration for almost a half hour.”®

Case 226, Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 28, 1956—According
to the Columbus Dispatch, a former air force pilot and
local businessman said that he and his father witnessed
eight cigar-shaped objects follow an airliner at 11:20 a.m.
He said, “The things were brighter than the aluminum on
the plane. They followed the plane, suddenly stopped
and reversed themselves. Then they flew south for a
short distance and then went up and out of sight. I won't
identify myself because people will think I'm crazy.”’

Case 227, Norwich-Sydney area, New York, Sept. 28,
1956—We quote from a letter received from Mrs. Ken-
neth Leslie, Binghamton, N. Y, 2s foliows: “Last night
between 8 p.m. and midnight scores of residents witnessed
a large object in the sky which turned from red to green
to white and back again. It pulsated and remained a
bright orange color for some time and then disappeared.
The State Police received a number of calls frem dis-
turbed residents, and, after checking the object themselves
they alerted Rome AFB. A squadron of jet fighters were
scrambled and as yet no reports have been received as
to what the object was or what they found. The story
was headlined over the newscasts of radio station WINR

all day.”

Case 228, Detroit, Mich.,, Sept. 28, 1956—Under the
headline, “Mystery Blast Unexplained” the Detroit Times
said the following: “ .. The blast occurred shortly alter
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I thanked him/.
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incidents. Shortly before 5 pan. on Sept. 25th, Dell, my wife.
watched “something” white flont down in the front vard of our
home. Remembering the ado over mysterions “anoel harr™ ™ she
gathered the strands of white lihrous substance on o ':t"-v-‘:--.-mffput
ity a glass jar for safe-keep ng. The stutf was sensitive, she said,
curiing when she touched it. Unbke the NMarysville, Ohio “angel
harr” ncident, Oct. 22, 1954 (See Case 32) the substonee did not, |
leave a g:‘{'n-n stam on the !umf!, '. wever, my wife sar] she l”'lli'hi.‘fﬂ_/
it only briefly. To the writer the substance lonks sinilar to other
n! mtuglnp.led spec uu;uuf l‘.L_.‘r.i..mlluL N .LI hatr, reputeld to be &
~SAICC by-pr :rlm.t For analysis the substance was picked up by
ALK Wright Patterson AI'D. (‘..n' say, but the stuff might
h'nL been spider-spun. (]n the other hand, perhaps the saucers seen




2 p.m. Police departments of a dozen communities were
besieged with calls reporting the explosion. . . Selfridge
ATFH authorities said there was only one jet flying at the
time in the Detroit area and it had not broken the sound

baicier.”$

Case 229, Trenton, N. Jersey, Oct, 2, 1956—We quote
from the Trenton Evening Times as follows: “Harry
Sturdevant is a night watchman . . . whose job is to guard
equipment on a road project. At 3:45 am., Sturdevant
was in a trailer office when he saw a terrifying sight. A
large glowing object swooped down out of the sky over
the Delaware River. It came within a few feet of the
water and then, as suddenly as it appeared, it took off
again into the air. . . Sturdevant recalls that it was very
large—probably over 100 feet in length—that it did not
have wings, that it made a hissing sound as it skimmed
over the water, and that it gave off an overpowering
noxious odor. Sturdevant remembers the odor more
vividiy than anything else. It was so nauseous that he
was afraid he was going to become ill."?

Case 230, Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 7, 1956—A letter- to--

CRIFO from Edward Miskin contained four individual
statements by witnesses having seen a UFO. Sighted at
5:30 p.m. the object was generally described as oval-
shaped and metallic or silver. Said witness Richard
Winderman, “The object was directly overhead. It looked
oval and was shining like polished aluminum. . . . Mov-

ing in a southerly direction, it gave off no audible sound.
Ed: While many cases in themselves are not sensational, it is note-
worthy that many recent sightings have been daylight occurrences.

Case 231, Springdale, Ohio, Oct. 9, 1956—By phone,
Mrs. James Petrey, reported the following in brief: Four
witnesses, at 3:30 p.m. watched, against a deep blue sky,
six pinpoints of light moving with fantastic speed. It was
dificult to watch them all, she said, as they darted up
and down, side to side. Strangest of all was the silverish
streak that seemed to connect three of the objects, she

§ hick Humphreys, Pontlac, Mich.
0 Mrs., Geo. Lucas, Bordentown, N. 1.

L. H. STRINGFIELD, Dir.
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said. Later, to the surprise of the witnesses, a countless
number of red objects, swarming like birds, came in from
the east. Flying in a straight horizontal path, the silent
objects began flopping over and over, then disappeared
behind some trees. It was an astounding sight, said Mrs.
Petrey.

Case 232, Denver, Colo, Oct. 12, 1956—Reports the
Denver Post, “A mysterious ball of fire whizzing through
the sky followed by a loud explosion sent police and
firemen on an unsuccessful search for a meteorite. Den-
ver and suburban police and fire stations received hun-
dreds of calls from persons who saw the strange object
about 5:30 p.n. Tom Nalty, assistant fire chief at sta-
tion 15, said he saw a ‘teardrop’ object fly over the fire-
house at about 2000 feet at a high rate of speed. It was
headed southeast and had a glowing reddish head and a
blue tail, he said. Ralph Churches of Golden, said he saw
a bright red object hanging about 200 feet over one of

his corrals,”'?

Case 233, Lake Michigan shore from Racine to White-
fish Bay, Wisc, Oct. 13, 1956—Clippings from both the
Racine Journal and Milwaukee Journal describe a great
shocking boom that echoed along the Lake Michigan
shore about 8:30 a.m. Saturddy. Said the Milwaukee
Journal, “It prompted citizens to look up, look down,
straighten upset furnishings and rush to their telephones.
Coast guardsmen on the lake front said they heard what
sounded like a clap of thunder. Sheriff’s department em-
ployees noticed that the windows on the south side of
room rattled. Spokesman at Truax Field, Madison, and
O'Hare Field, Chicago, denied having planes capable of
passing the speed of sound in the area. Many residents
believed the noise was an earth tremor beneath the lake.
A seismometer in Milwaukee, however, recorded no earth
movement. A similar device recorded no shift in the lake

waters.”11

10 C. H. Marcek, Jr., Denver, Colo.
11 Leonard Wieczorek, Racine, Wise.
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MEMORANDUM
9
sooE . Mentharland
Sud‘est: ldentification of Fibers
hird A samole of fibers was brought ia for identificaticn. Misrc-

!

scosical exanination reveals that these fibers are nultiftilanent ‘Qnd;a:.
Thé individiual fivers seem to De 20n0fllaments and not staple fiders.
Tke individual filaments are unusually amall being about 2 to 4 micrena
in diazetsr. A rough birsfringance msasurement geve + 0.027, The filn-
AAnty Seend to be slightly oval in ercss section though 20 sectlons were
;a;al The cval shape aay cause some error ia bireflringence, but tre
wange cf tirefriagence for regenerates cell:lose 1s 0.021 to Q4029

L]
) "

<he Direlringence® of sonme other syntrhetilics are nylon 0.0€0, cynel J.
da:;ﬁﬁibil73. orion<0.002, and acrilan =).005. 7The siza and birciriniance
aisc s..zinates all natural fibers criinarily encountsred with the possitle
excersion of spider web and this seeas unlikely since 1t would be d41fi-1 %
tc maxe yerns of 1%t. The fibers are insoluble in acetic ecid, chlarofers,
izethvlformanidey, and 90 per ceal pherol. They are scluble i.;1 cupraascnl am

5yﬂr¢xldo,!nd alsc in concentrated HCl. This is charecteristic of regenersiac

-=
Any
.

'Tc;ifnl:ti}tibors. either viscose or cupriinnniuah;;}un. 'This';ﬁl:biiit}'
bqh;vicr eliminates cg}lulnuo acetats, vinyon HH, dynel, vinyon N, nyicn,
_'.crzl, vicara, orlon, ecrilsn, end dacren.
it is'difficult ﬁo distinguish between ths viacose end cuprammcen: v
@rﬂ*'*a:ﬁahﬁ 2luloses. In ordinnry «lze ranges taey u&uslly differ in <rass

1es%i3n, but in this size it would rrobably not be possible to distimgaish

*pem. Matthew's Textile Fibers, tth edition, eaditad by H. R. Manersbargar

— R e

* Cirelrinzpence i3 the differencd tetween the refractive indices for lisn:
vitrating parallel to and percyncicular to the long axis of the [ilanen:.

<

wmn ST T
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a. Tﬂlﬂl ‘91.'

= ‘he sampie jurporied o Be so<valled 1ngel 'sebair,
porteuly a vnlaille Oy-_xoduey of the Mied in “flying cancers,®

1—1———_ ——Hl*l ziven Dotla saemical aad microenopic Sents and la, wishaoul loubs,

ATCIN-4X3 pramuonima Tuyon, woalch ils mors commoaly called “omberg cayon® in

e “aserials dremcih, d4id no% volatilize,

Tis i3 the %ye of iandussrial or wasia rodues “ling”
s aay Do s eeteou into 3he atwoachere by cerseln manulseturwrs of
xtilea, In 5his case, rayon. Incilismtally, %hors aupsars o0 bs 30
v Cacnver for the assumption thas She materinl was othar an

e 4ed smich you reisr to, of carrying aine pounus of mtal a

distanse of one ind one-halfl miles for Jeposit in a ~ruval jid, Tusld
AFOIN-4A wug slaced in the category of "hoax geryesrasion.® Jir Jores (iles
‘ atain a2 mber of oueh Jaamoles, snd Teresent Jelllerciae “ntmy‘u
i aanudaeture gvidence aad, 28 sSwol, ros3uil tollaolively in 2 (9
soradle vasse of Jovermment time, Donsy and aflord.

-

wincersly,

AFQIN-48

o I-H-1-

AFOIN4C Jatal & Texsile Samples
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C.R.1.FE.O.

Civilian Research, Interplanetary Flying Objects

Cincinnati 27, Ohio

September 26, 1956

Major H. C, Shaw, C, O,
Air Technical Intelligence Command

Wright-Patterson AFB,
Dayton, Ohio

Dear Major Shaw:

Sorry that we had so much telephonic confusion in my attempt
to reverse charges, I, too, was in a ""bad way' in that I was
calling from The DuBois Co., whose policies also involve red
tape in making long distance calls,

Reason for calling was in response to a call from the Air Fil-
ter Center this a.m., which directed me to your command, The
officer with whom ] talked said that I should send my ""material"
to your command, I explained mailing such would be inadvisable
because I did not want to disturb the state in which the "angel
hair'' was originally placed in a jar, If this state of preserva-
tion is important then mailing, of course, would not he the best
method, Purpose of calling, thus, was to get your advice,

Facts Concerning The Angel Hair:

Shortly before 5 o'clock p.m. Sept, 25, 1956, my wife,
w, sitting on porch with children, watched
'something' white float down in front yard of home, While
investigating the nature of this material, she noticed an-
other smaller tuft of the substance falling, also landing on

ground,

In its original state the larger specimen lay flat looking
like strands of white asbestos fibre. It's size, flattened,

was about 3'" X 3",

When she touched the sensitive substance, she said it




Con't

seemed to curl, She then gathered the substance on a stick
and put it in an air tight jar. In so doing, a gossamer strand
of the substance adhered to the lid,and the stick which held the
bulk of the cacoon-appearing fibre,hung pendant in the glas$jar,

A second and smaller specimen, was collected on a pencil.
This we left exposed to the air.

I told my wife not to disturb the state in which she first de-
posited the substance, For this reason I believe mailing is

not practical,

Of course, the substance may be worthless, but it does seem

similar to other specimens I have seen, reputed to be "angel
hair'", and to other specimens I have seen in photographs,

I would like to make a chemical analysis of this substance,
but shall wait until I hear from either you or Capt. Gfegory.

Respectfully yours,
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley 8- THE WOLRLD OF FLYING SAUCERS "

-

= -

Otler Varietics of Angel Hair

Several types of angel hair not of arachnid origin have been re-
ported in industria] areas, particularly in and near cities that have
textile factories. When the liltering system of such a factory fails to
work properly, lint and waste residues may be thrown into the air
to be carried away by the wind and eventually deposited on the
ground. Drifting fibers of nylon, rayvon, and other fabrics can mys-
tily an observer, especially if the residues break and disappear
when touched, Some cities, such as Cincinmati, maintain an Air
Pollution Center to deal with the problems vesulting from air con-
tamination by industrial wastes. Scientists at this and other centers
often collaborate witly ATIC in identifying unknown substances
reported in connection with UF Os.

Late in the afternoon of September 25, 1956, a housewife in Cin- _
cinnali noticed g strange substance floating down into her yard, a
white, fibrous material that curled when she touched it, Wondering
it she had found some angel hair, she described the incident to the
cditors of Orbit. o Siancer publication: jn addition, she collected
some of the material iy a jar and sent it to the Air Force for anal-
ysis [8]. Working in collaboration with the Air Poliution Center at
Cincinnati, ATIC investigators subjected the material to chemical
and microscopic tests and identified it as waste products from fibers
ol cuprammonium (Bemberg) rayon, from a local industrial plant.




L -

‘Cincinnati 27, Ohio

R e 2 ;&?fi_-g_{';!echnie al-Intelligence-Command
“gishi-Patorsom AFET——

g o W R —— v
: RANSEERED O GOVERNVENT = > L"‘#ﬁ"“
AT CRL A RRCIVE ST ¢ g~ e
i - o e .;:'l — - - = -




N
' -
W
’ ]
-~ % =
# K -

- ." ‘- o il ] L 3 - e J - e ‘ R ¥

2ot cnd 356, states thal the inest viscose L1laDEn%t3 aTfa . "#ha=t .

cm o aiat o 2as Leenorodaced as Tine as O.4 denjer, (.4 denter oo

""'-..____ L] 3 =t A e B
fovon . tzately -2 nicrons in Jdleneter witlle 1 denlisr 13 abtout > alzrers .0

1t. wram, Siace the unknowa rung 2 to 4 micrcona it is probatly cipresio-i. o2

L

- =+ ln the UJalted States thias tyre cf rayon i3 often called “anlsr
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G, DISLICSSIN (Cond):

LU. leams of irdividuals 7isftea:

ae e, YessseBEERREERNERND
N, e el
Ll. Zavessigmiorts poracnal Tecord:

n. Dapartsd srizas-Fatsacsen A7 2ase, Cod0 acura, L2 Uotager 13%9 snrouss
afTivel Closianat!, Uhio 2400 nours, The iaterA oav with 4r,

to Clacianasl, whIO. -

be r.-RY lives in La® susucshs Ciacianati, 1a »mat 1s mosn as
‘adiz.avillie. Thia s0bwrd 13 aypramm"nly 21 miles Usoa the Jdowvntown arsa of Cin-

cionati, 1 arrived as Mr. ‘a8 noue, BRI G /enue, o 1040 aours,
A% the delay of +y arrival., el

"r.-m VA3 FOMNNN S pearhinrae
5
¢. A note ol cqplapabion i3 nacessacy nera, -r. Yl . .:cecly hell

in bia possaseion A sucvatance onllad "sngel'-hair® walen ptovonanss on Ulylag
SaNeers clala in a9 cxnnsald Lrall o the coamis-ray power planss of laoterplanstary
3488 2Mip9.e THIiII suvétancs ml‘d;..im upon coatact with the zarth'r alon2hor,

thea ("upposedly) a rupily van! 8090 vithla a Cew Aocurs, laavipz ne ,nci :u' renidue .
nich < 3 cnnmi-

7o 35s%es tae specimen vas givon ‘umm

Cuolly STeated or recarsd to 41> 25 %e ;

S, r.YmEEEN avited a8 (and oy vitness) jate Wis houe, 2nd 1nned!l-
sely ssacted she dlzousslen 5y asking if 2e vas Tree 39 tals ia frons of srs. SN
. 2

n‘- L 3
ey nd oy witheuws, trying %G lupresy 28 R4l 28 #»9 701y sscuridy sonelizus uad
wvalsed %0 profecs las air Forsce degauasse e had onoe Legen a Jtmber ol aa ALir Soroe

iatell izence sectiom,

@, A3 3hl!3 iavestisuiion lavolved 20 olavsilied L%emy or informatlon, I
told hia 30 preoeed ovesuly. xr. SR i2en asked severaz) leading quesilona,
cuote: "Mow do I reygort ay sizhticgs to ATICT VYho pays for the calls--ATIC or oy~
2al?? How aay I arm™oge interviaws wilh prolect officer? .a I to Teport all nighte
inga 20 ATIC?* The 2atatemcul wod aloso made hal " had Dsen "~ppoiated* %o Tapors
CIv sigatings to ALC tarouih Lockicure AL Toree Gase and t2as thay Dald all

raone dille for in, otaer “hea jerscnal calils,

f« AS thia poins, I iaserrapd 2ia ond sxnplaiaed (A 200-2 cun the 21e
ATIC aushorized Tha

coduses, Soroms Of m:-:r‘:i:g. apa the comndisions wder wnlsh A

Cajasni of Phone calle.
2. I than aaged . J‘M and hed arpoiated nia U0 investirasor
(or Shae wincinpat] avrsa For the Alr foree, and who *:w dividual va3d vao authariased

Phe adorsneasioned aone oalla, Withcus aQy “9.ay, L9 Aaned 4 LAagliall angh
wf Loorsurme AF Soe, ud a Carb%ain 89 WhO faena o Low Ane ruplased Caph. celeaste

M r:.:.'bl-.'uu ..a
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(consis

e I Shen orousay up She cud w98 OHF ay ™al urvose Tor Celag "aace aopd
woxed o, W > S0 csaple 01 the ngel' =halr® ois wils had Jowd. s
Laaediately produced a ziase Jar w!Sh subjact itsa visain, o aad Che Lild ou Lae
dor nod said I2 1% w3 op9ned the ‘iaged’a<shalr* woull disavgear. owerar, Suspect-
‘ng a rick of acae 9s0r% I Jaaiatsd that he open Che Jar .nd ae cowmplled. Thuire wad
N0 Apptwoiablie chaame Lo Yae contenia ol the jar, Dul I, -exp;ainmi snal
Lials he had pmant waes Laas If the jar wvad leds ovensd the “ingel'o-naic® wouid dlae
intearale q.%er o whils.

L. L Shen reslaced the L1d of “he jar, ote.ced Mmueide aud >viaiaed Haoto-
wagha of 5ae 50le0d »nd 123 conienss. I tasn asked ir. R ‘0 oov e lhe
sanpiee Of mtal ne Nad sad, L8 1@ went laside %0 10 0, | Look additisnal izsures
of the area. I3 %0 Jdoing, 1 no%iced a whi% <o jecs Vloas ng 1a She ald 2nd twilisved
15, bul, ca ccama% #1%h ay hand 1t cowpiacely ilomspearsd., I wmde no meniion of

*hia neident o Sr. WEENDe -

4+ [ toon ratusued ‘aside nd Ar. RN Cove e tae 009 or amisal
samples he bad roeursd, Dtatiag *has Shey w»=re dug oul o an Sld i tone LuAITT.
(I wdarstecd hia £0 pay cear Linalanasl, Boweysr, . tave slace laarmed "has 1
saanles vere fouad 1a s vandoned “ravel 0il near Lalayestte, Tndiana), 1 ave
Vit e “ a vaceins Yor tne avtisles given W and souwplated Lhe latarview, os
vo, PR a1 o Satura to his fesular j90. D faen ralwimed 2o the lowa lown

a20ea Aad proceeded Dack O Wrishier2%%ar00on AS Jase,

t., Upom return 50 \NIQ, I orally ragorsed all desalls and aaslisted Cmpiala
Lregery ia crepering an offislal rsquess Jor na 2.aninatlon :ad svaluatica of *he
scecioens (copy atlacaned, [(nclosures ir., 1),

D. SUNCLLSINNS.

12. All mastters resarilag the procuremsad of toe specimens and orxer 1%alsasnss
versinens o tals case wers accowmpl lahed.

13, The undersimed 414 n0% sngaze ia, nor Torsed lnio, any diacussions 2n She
Ar Jarse »osision aad approach 30'ihe UV consroversy waioh could Te used o the
lesrizsns of the Air Force or ATIC.

l4. lione., Satura of the analysis and ldeasisy of the amceimens will dlcsass tne
azsion necessrary.
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Tam weserial which you sumndbted o #/lq% LLlL on 12 Qclover 19-5 oy -
sondy «nd apaiyeis i3 asrewith ratursed.

A Tnorougb, criilcsal asalysia ssterally rogulred 2 coriaia souwals of
cmall deatrmetion of the aetal frmasasns, Anu same Jigsljaslon of She torsude
Liks material,

The resuLid ol an caalysia ol Thals uaserial which, ‘adirscily or iw
la,licatian, you rvurzars Yo be of sunh catra Lorrassial ::r:.iin or, a8 ia
the sAge of %ae "sogsl 'e-halir' produoed irom a 'flring gaucer’ Ls fnrsde
rlied ca fallows:

B, ALl zatarial sumiisted 15 "wa-mie” r "man=Taiioantaeld.”
D,. sSonples wers sxanined adcroaconizally, cammically 2ad
305 oraaicalily,
S, YMniald Saaplesy
All four samples were found g De Tarvo-ahromium 224 magnetic

azd no% raddoactive, [he composition cbdtainoed for thoss samples wen

Car-miwn 67 « 71  arcens
Silicon 0. » 1.0 percens
dde Co, & M 0.2 persent
Ma, Ca, & A 2.5 yperceas
wwon Talance

ee Lrystaillac 2racturs and nan-axidized condition of “ese
scaples soiats diractly 3o the f1et that a Alsn~lampsruturs such a2a would be
apncovasersd Wy one of natesoris 4ariein bas not >een imzossa, Joth L8 cormon
IueAran0e A0aJ she 2nalysia o Llhese namplos stroogly 2uaeesd hal Taey Lave
coce fram tae bia of aither 2 siesl mill or 2%l Tomdry vhore caromium in thils

form i3 cuetomerily sdded (o shesl melts,




d., Wax%ile Zemple:

The cample [urportesd Lo e "cngslenalr,’ Cajovriedly a4 volabiio
Oy=ro0uct of Ghe Juel wsed la ‘flying saucers,’ ams given Losa canical
and mierocscopic Lests and i3, willhous dowbt, CaTacmoniua reyon, /ndch As
Tore caausonly callsd "JembDerg layoat la tae J.3. ‘hls malerial, lter 2ie
POSUY 2o air for 72 houra la the vateriala Urapca, did nob vdlatvilize,

“nis 13 Sae Syjpe of iadus®rial or waste roduct *liasY cthat
2ay e 8 jected iato e Aamospiaere Uy cerialin manuiacturers off che lexiile
inausdry, i1 taie case, myon,

Yo Axe AIA 98864 Jor Am siplunmiicn 8 oAt Lne LasviEent® or ladie
cabions wer® Lloadiag you Lo Dalieve toad "ois walerial «as go-callad "mngal'ne
basr.*

e saowld ludzzmonn pa your statement that 13 rould apresyr “0ollian
for saynne (your source, i3 taia case) %o carry aumost “em jounds of netal
*o a gruvel pit, supposadly %o give tae specimen :Jm;i# of nyntary or o
srent%e She impression that 138 orizia was other ‘nan sartaly. I3 msy intereat
you 50 Snow that our 1iles con’aia a large aumber of oases iladicating tha3d
far greater 2220r%e and sevilisaly clever mesns wers resarted 50 iny/a:tempis
‘0 oreale Juch impressions.

Yo azxe certalnm hat you will agree with ua that *dsliceruce’ attempyts
at fadrieasicon and hoaxcs resull ia a needless losa »f overmusnt Lime, lonsy,

zAan powsr and sfforts, 203 0 say ’he =axzaysr's noney.
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