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10. BRIEA SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS
No visual sighting ol objects. Bright '
roturn on ._101,:1 ;,“n!nd and @ radar,
visibility with no ceillng, wind 10
kts. Altitude on 1lst object at 9,000
ft. Ground radar contact Im 221727 and
final m}n‘{,:rtt at 00482 bv a/c. All
returns indicate solid object & sone
objact T 1t;1.31' han interference due to
WX or anomalous prop. See case file fop
detail movements and contact data Im
aircraft,
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Countrvs. Libya SECRET
Subjscts ~UFOB's Detected Near Wheelus AB on ATIC #: 303680 -

17/18 Octobar, 1956 | e T BT AF #: 1043041 -
Sourca: 633d ACL¥ Squadron and h311t Fight.ar Rpte #: IR-1-56

Interesptor Scuadron . Agency: 72724 Air Base Wing Combat

Operations Caenter?®
3at 1/1, Card 1/5 DeRe: October 29, 1956
e gt S Doloes October 17*‘18 1956
Eval: DBe2

On 17/18 October 1956 within a three (3) hour period, commencing 2t 17/2217Z,
two (2) different tracks of unidentified slow flying objects were carried by the 633d
AC%W Squadron, Wheelus Air Base Libya. r=00D aircraft made radar contact with the
ob,jlcua and made repeated intercepts with the E-l weapons system through all phases

to 3olash without any visual contact being made by the F=86D pilots. No satisfactory

expm:tion of these occurrances coculd be determined. This incident is considered
important because of the positive and repeated radar indications of an object in the

air.
l. Description: |
i, Objacts wers never sighted nsualily Both gave a bright return on
und and borne radar. o
Z20 air | - Classifie L,aL!1n Ca'!re”ed
(or chanoed {o

i'\;.:*- L TRy 1':' : ' ,._' ¢ B +'-*--"fff:~~::.u

.-.l{.xl-—---("-'-- | : ll:-:'.l!..::.

DQQ Lu..... & “‘U 10

-

s e s I i 1 o R




BB _ UNCLAQSl £D

38t 1/1, Card 2/5 ATIC #: 303680
Rptu # s 13“1“56

2, Description of course of objects:
des Flight description and maneuvers:

(1) The first objact was picked up on the ground radar scope at 17/
2217Z October, L?,aq at NJPD 50'-17& The object maintained an approximat.e altitude of
9,000 faet and hald a hsading of 2107 wnatil 23032 at which time;, and at NJPD 2805,
the heading was changed to 170°, Ground radar contact was lost once just prior to
the change of heading and final coutact was lost at 23032,

(2) The second object was picked up on the ground radar scope at 17/

. 23172 October at NJQD 0739. The object’s initial altitude was 5,400 ft. Altitude

at disappearance was approximatsly 3,800 feat.
To Weather:
a. Pilots stated that there was no ceiling, a visibility of ten (10)

. nautical miles and a ten (10) lknot wind from the North,

8. During this season migratory birds are flying South across the
Medi terranean.,

9. Interception and Identification action taken:
a. Two (2) F-86D aircraft were diverted to location of first objact.

. Both aircraft made radar contact with the object with the 2~} weapdns system and
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Sat 1/1, Card 3/5 Libya ATIC #::..303680
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proceedad through to Splash with no wisual contact at anytime., When the unknown object
made 1its heading change to 170, ground radar contact was lost momentarily,

: b Two (2) F-A6D aircrasit wers diverted to the sacond objgscte At 23572

/Blue 1, flying at 5,000 faet, madu radar contact on a heading of 050°, F/Blue 1
was two (2) nautical milas from the targat at the time of the initial contact. At
2353Z F/Blue .1 got a Judy on a headiaz of CSC” cne mile from target. At 2359Z ¥/Blue J
1 zot a Splash. At this time tha object and fighter were 35 nautical miles from the
ground radar on a bearing of C45°. F/Blua 1 did not get a Tally=ho.
e . (1) F/Blus.2, flying at 5,000 feet, get a radar contact at 23592 on
a heading of 100° at a distance of four (hs nantical miles bearing 0429 at 32 miles
from ground radar. F/Blue 2 had a Judy when he was 32 nautical miles from the ground
rvadar at O47°, a Splash 3k nautical miles at O50° from the ground radar. He did not
have a Tl].ly-hO-

(3) The last two intercepts were as follows: F/Blue 1 2ot a contact
at OOu6Z two miles from target on a heading of 0859, (bearing from ground radar 029°
at 28 nantical miles) a Judy one (1) mile from target on a heading of 085°, (bearing
from ground radar 030° at 29 nautical miles) and a Splash at OO47Z (bearing from
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cround radar 035° at 30 nautical miles), F/Blue 2 got a contact two (2) miles from
the target on a bearing of 0S(P (bearing from ground radar 029° at 28 nautical miles)
and a Splash at COLOGZ (bearing from zrousnd radar 0352 at 30 nautical miles). This
Sclash was the last radar contact with the cobject by any type radar. The altitude
ol both fighters on thase two (2) passes was 35300 feet, Neither fighter achieved
a Tally=ho., Due to low fuel conditions odoth aircraft were released for landing.

(4) F/Blue 1 stated that just before each Splash the fighter aire
craf’ would bDe just above, just below, or between clouds; but never in a cloud. The
iighter scope return was described as very bright., No evasive action was taken by
either of the objects at any time,.

10. There was no other air traffic in the area,
11, Comments of Preparing Officer:

a. In view of the available data, no definite explanation for these
cbjects can be made. One possible explanation is that the objects are flocks of
migratory birds. Ecowever, it is considered unlikely, in view of the 9,000 foot
altitude of one of the objects plus the probability that repeated passes of the
fizhter aircraft would be likely to change the course of the flock or disrupt it

altogether. Too, the likelihood of the E<{ system maintaining lock all the way
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ATIC #3 303680

Rpte #3 IR-1-56

lash signal on a target of this nature is considered improbable.
Because of speed of movement and wealher conditions a temperature

jnversion i3 not considersd probabls cause of indicationse
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HEADQUARTERS f‘f_.‘."i:f'..};'t )
FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION <= . 35 |
AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND )?"'”’E};‘ L |
UMITED STATES AIR FORCE A% .r,‘f"‘*.'::*.f"‘ \;;
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OMIO | ‘{ R
REPLY TO Yl
0 gt
ATTN 0F: JDEKD s
SUBJECT: Whoelus AB, Lioya, 18 Oct 56 11 #eb 65
ro: TDIW/Sgt Moody
mae fact that the visibility was 10 miles and the pilot sew |

nothing (visually) when he had closed to less than a mile 15
an indication that there was no material targed; it scems most l
likely that some sudden change in the atmospheric characteristics -

not necessarily temperature inversion as such - may have caused l
the return. BRirds can give radar returns, but we concur that birds would

be unlikely to maintain a glven course, ( or remain int he vicinity of

aireraft) for so long e period of time,
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