PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
I. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

7 November 1857 Harlngen AFB, Texas g :::b::l':ﬂlm
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION D Possibly Belloon
Local O Ground-Visvel X Ground-Rader B Pty Baedh
mt_omai__ O AlsVisuvel O Air-Intercept Rodor O Possibly Airerolt
S. PHOTOS oL O Wes Astronemicel
O Yes O Probably Astronomicel
ENeo Militar O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE XXOrher Malfunction
O Insufficient Dote for Evaluation
E to N 0O Unknown
2 to 3 minutes one hen
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SICHTING 1. COMMENTS
Faint radar target similar to T-29 Obj not substantialed by any othe:
a/c., Target appeared 10 mi NE going W evidence and was a fant target
to about 14 mi and disappeaved l: ni which appeared whle the operator
NW. Reappeared 10 mi SW pgoing E for was working an ¢ in traffic
10 mi then turned N for iU mi then pattern. There is a possibility
turned W and disappeared at 15 mi, of radar malfunction,
Speed of target est an ~xcess of 1500

mph,

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)




s I
RERR

SUBJECT: Request - Analysis and comments, Electronic UFO Reports

T0: AFCIN-LEW FROM: AFCIN-LEL DATE: 3 Feb 59
AFCIN-4Ela/W. Pic
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2. Cormments follow in order of inclosure numbers.
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UFOB INDEX CARD

2. LOCATION 112, CONCLUSIONS

1. DATE ¥ 4 P ors == &

O Was Balloon
M lelhlﬂ m’ Texas O Probably Ballson
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Bolloon
0 Was Aircraft
Wnﬁg Now ,7 m‘.w suel ﬁcﬂ' und-Rador O Probably Aircroft
O AinVisvel O Air-Intercept Rodar | O Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS D Wos Astronomical
O Yes | O Probably Astronomical
No O Possibly Astronomical
; OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF !BJ!CTS 9. COURSE Othe
AR T _ § inauih ST AT 3o
7§ Two to three mimites One See below e
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS

One faint radar target similar to a-T-29. Concur with Reporting Officer that
Objest appeared in NE going W, then SW, then |this sighting was possibly caused by
E then N then W. Object was going estimated | radar malfimction.

1900MPH. Object was in sight for two to th

minates.
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SUBJECT: Request - Analysis and Comments, Electronic UFO Reports
TO: AFCIN-4EL FROM: AFCIN-LEL

DATE: 3 Fed 59 COMMENT NR. 2

AFCIN-4Ela/W. Picklesimer/jec

Th201/Blag 828/Rm 241

1. Reference is made to your request for reviev and analysis of eleven (11)
UFO reports.

2. Comsents follow in order of inclosure nusbers.

&. Inelosure #1: This UFO wvas not substantiated by any other evidence
and vas & faint target which appeared vhile the cperator was working an aircraft in
& traffic pattern. Assistant Wing Operations Officer indicated a possidility of a
radar malfunction. This effice concurs that a radar malfunction was possible.

b. Inclosure #2: This redar paint was probabdly due to unidentified
alrcraft passing through the area. |

¢. Inclosure #31 From the rather meager information in this report, it
is likely that the radar sighting was dus to unidentified ajrcraft.

d. Inoclosure #4: The evidence presented in this report indicates a good
posaidblility of a small flook of large birds.

e. Inclosure #5: There are several unusual things about this reported
UFCB sighting. First, the equipment was evidently under control of maintenance
personnel at the time of sighting. This could mean that the radar equipment wvas
not in perfect adjustment, or some sort of target simulator or other special equipment
wvas being used in connection with the maintenance operation. (There is no mention
of this in the report, however.) Also, the report gives no indication of any attempt
to rotate the antenna to & new bearing to determine whether the signal originated
inside the equipment. (This Qquestion arises since the azimuth of the target was
reported to be exmctly the same throughout the time of interception and, therefore,
appears to indicate that the antenna was not rotating.) Further, regular operating
personnel are gsnerally more familiar with the appearance of a particular radar
scope and could possibly be nmore reliable observers than maintenance personnel.
Hence, it is concluded that possibly a false target due to equipment malfunction
rather than an actual target caused the reported radar paint.

f. Inclosure 7#6: The evidence presented in this report mui:utu the
possibility that radar reflections from clouds or rain storms caused the unexplained

blips. Equipments which operate at S-bend usually are more susceptible to weather
phenomena than L-band equipments. It 1s assumed that the search =2quipment which

did not pick up the repcrted blips was operating in Tthe L-dDand.

g. Inclosure #7: It is difficult to understand how 3600 mph targets
would stay on & 40-mile scope for 41 minutes. There is a possibility that weather
or anomolous propagation caused the reported radar blips.

h. Inclosure #8: Same sighting as Inclosure #7.
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SUBJECT: Request - Analysis and Comments, Electronic UFO Repoxrts

i. Inclosure #9: BSince no confirming evidence wes presented, it is
assumed that ancmolous propagation of some sort caused the reported track.

J. Inclosure #10: Radar range of the reported target is not given.
Thus, & possible important clue is nissing. The possibility of a balloon or an
unidentified aircraft cannot de ruled ocut completely.

k. Inclosure $#ll: This repcrted UFOB possidly could have been one
object or two objects one at a time. Both sightings were of such & nature as to
indicate unidentified aircraft. High rate of speed wvas mentiocned in the ’
but no attempt vas nade to estimate the speed. The oObject seemed to reverse
direction at times, but s0 can an aircraft, especially & light aircraft of a
helicopter. Suggestion is made that the radar station should have made every
possible attempt to identify the cbject at the time of sighting.

1 Incl GORDON C. HOFFMAN

Incl Nr. 2 w/a Colonel, USAF
AFCIN-421




